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MESSAGE. 


Fellow -Citizens  of  the  Senate , 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

It  is  with  pleasure,  that  I  again  meet  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
to  consult  for  the  welfare  of  our  common  constituents;  and  I  am  happy 
to  announce  to  them,  that  it  has  pleased  an  all-wise  Providence  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  us,  as  a  nation,  the  blessings  of  peace  at  home  and  abroad;  the 
enjoyment  of  liberty,  property,  and  happiness,  secured  to  us  by  our  ven¬ 
erated  republican  institutions;  and  in  our  own  State,  an  ample  sufficiency 
of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  for  general  comfort. 

If  there  be  any  thing,  to  detract  from  the  brightness  of  the  picture 
which  might  be  presented  of  individual  and  general  prosperity,  it  is,  that 
for  the  last  two  seasons,  the  crops  have  not  been  so  abundant  as  usual; 
considerable  amounts  of  property  have  been  destroyed  by  high  waters, 
the  pi  e valent  sickness  has  been  severer  than  common  the  present  year; 
and  the  people  are  oppressed  with  the  apprehension  of  evil  from  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  State  debt;  but  with  these  abatements,  our  condition,  as  a 
people,  might  be  advantageously  compared,  with  that  of  many  other  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth,  whose  starving  and  overwrought  inhabitants  are  suf¬ 
fering  from  hunger,  war,  pestilence,  famine,  or  unprofitable  toil;  and  last, 
though  not  least,  from  the  oppression  of  arbitrary  and  unequal  laws, 
which  crush  one  portion,  and  that  the  largest  of  the  people,  to  make  them 
subservient  to  a  favored  few.  Indeed,  if  discontent  and  repining,  should 
exist  amongst  us,  they  could  not  spring  from  a  state  of  actual  want,  but 
rather  from  the  lack  of  those  superfluities  and  luxuries,  which  are  less 
necessary  to  a  comfortable  existence,  than  to  please  a  corrupted  imagina¬ 
tion. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  the  pecuniary 
affairs  of  the  people,  have  improved  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The 
immense  amount  of  private  debt,  contracted  in  consequence  of  an  un¬ 
sound  and  redundant  paper  circulation,  has  been  mostly  liquidated.  A 
depreciated  currency,  then  universally  prevalent,  has  been  withdrawn; 
and  gold  and  silver,  and  the  paper  of  solvent  banks  have  been  substitu¬ 
ted  in  its  place.  Indeed,  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  observe  the  great 
amount  of  the  precious  metals,  which  has  been  added  to  the  general  cir¬ 
culation;  thereby  giving  stability  to  the  currency,  and  a  security  to  thr 
value  of  property  and  labor,  unknown  for  many  years  before.  The  ex¬ 
changes  have  never  been  so  well  regulated  in  the  palmiest  days  of  the 
United  States’  Bank;  and  this  result  has  been  brought  about  by  the  natur¬ 
al  ffiws  of  trade,  unimpeded  by  mischievous  legislation. 
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The  several  acts,  putting  our  local  Banks  into  liquidation,  by  removing 
an  artificial  and  mischievous  system  of  currency,  have  greatly  contributed 
to  these  results.  The  great  scarcity  of  money,  which  was  experienced 
at  first,  promoted  economy  in  private  life.  It  abolished  the  system  of 
private  credit,  which  had  prevailed  to  the  ruin  of  thousands,  under  an  ex¬ 
panded  paper  circulation.  These  acts  also  caused  the  banks  to  disgorge 
their  specie,  which  for  many  years  belore,  had  been  withheld  from  the 
business  of  the  country.  And,  more  than  all,  these  arts  have  demon¬ 
strated  to  the  people,  that  a  currency  which  is  depreciated  may  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  circulation,  and  a  sound  one  substituted,  not  only  without 
inconvenience,  but  with  general  benefit  to  all.  They  have  also  demon¬ 
strated  the  grand  truths,  which  have  been  doubted  by  many,  that  banks 
are  wholly  unnecessary  to  supply  a  local  currency;  that  money,  will  in 
the  main,  exist  and  circulate  in  every  country,  in  proportion  to  its  ex¬ 
changeable  property;  and  that  local  banks,  in  fact,  impede  the  equaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  currency,  and  manifestly  tend  to  derange  the  exchanges. 

Whether  local  banks,  are  necessary  and  expedient,  in  highly  commer¬ 
cial  countries,  where  they  can  be  managed  with  integrity  and  ability, 
and  where  strict  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  debts,  prevails  amongst  all 
classes  of  people,  is  a  question  which  1  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  But 
if  former  experience  is  to  be  any  guide  for  the  future,  we  must  be  satis¬ 
fied,  that  we  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  are  better  without  them  than  with 
them. 

We  tried  the  system,  under  our  Territorial  Government.  It  was  a  fail¬ 
ure.  In  1821,  we  tried  a  State  Bank,  under  the  management  of  officers 
appointed  by  the  legislature.  It  resulted  in  a  loss  to  the  State  of  about 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  space  of  four  or  five  years  the 
depreciated  paper  of  that  Bank  supplied  our  circulation  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  money.  We  tried  the  experiment  again  in  1835,  by  charter¬ 
ing  the  late  banks,  with  no  better  success.  And  we  ought  now,  to  be|sat- 
isfied,  that  without  a  greater  and  more  general  punctuality,  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  private  debts,  it  will  ever  be  impossible  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  a  bank  with  safety  to  the  people.  If  the  debtors  and  customers  of 
the  bank  do  not  pay,  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  institution,  with  the 
wisest  management  to  maintain  specie  payments  for  any  great  length  of 
time.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  subject  further.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  State  have  become  so  thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  evils  of  the 
system,  that  if  we  obey  the  will  of  our  common  constituents,  no  effort 
will  be  made  to  re-charter  any  of  the  existing  banks,  nor  to  create  new 
ones. 

It  will  be  proper  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  should  make  a 
thorough  examination  into  the  state  of  these  banks,  and  if  they  have 
violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  existing  law,  apply  such  remedy  as  may 
be  needful;  if  their  affairs  have  been  managed  prudently  and  honestly, 
suffer  them  to  wind  up  and  go  quietly  out  of  existence,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  acts  providing  for  putting  them  into  liquidation. 

The  State  property,  directed  to  be  sold,  by  the  “Act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  public  property,  and  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  approved 
March  4,  1843, ”  has  all  been  appraised,  advertised,  and  offered  for  sale, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act. 

Sales  were  not  effected  so  readily  as  was  anticipated.  The  railroad 


from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  remains  undisposed-of,  and  without  more 
repairs  than  I  can  recommend  to  be  made  on  it,  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  must  become  useless  in  a  few  years.  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  Genera!  Assembly,  in  case  it  cannot  be  sold  during  the  session,  to  'de¬ 
vise  some  mode  of  disposing  of  it,  so  as  to  continue  its  use  to  the  country. 
Of  the  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  donated  by  Congress, 
under  the  distribution  law;  and  the  forty-two  thousand  acres,  purchased 
by  the  State,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  establish  a  system  of  in¬ 
ternal  improvements,  only  seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  acres,  and  ninety-seven  hundredths  of  an  acre,  have  been  sold,  up  to 
November  lith,  1844.  These  lands  were  mostly  sold  to  persons  who 
were,  or  intended  to  be,  actual  settlers;  and  produced  the  sum  of  sixty- 
five  thousand  thirty-one  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  principal  and  in¬ 
terest,  in  internal  improvement  bonds  and  scrip.  A  general  account  of 
the  sales  of  this  and  other  property  will  be  furnished  to  the  General  As¬ 
sembly. 

At  the  time  this  law  was  passed,  the  scrip  and  bonds  of  this  State  were 
selling  in  the  market  at  the  rate  of  about  eighteen  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  the  bonds  of 
the  State,  rose  in  price  to  be  worth  from  forty7  to  forty-six  cents  on  the  dol¬ 
lar;  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  the  true  cause  why  no  more  of  the  public 
property  was  sold.  Whether  if  would  be  better  to  continue  the  sale  of 
these  lands,  and  thereby  continue  a  faint  effort  to  extinguish  a  portion  of 
the  public  debt;  or  whether  it  would  be  better  to  hold  them  up  from  sale, 
until  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country  shall  create  a 
greater  demand  for  them,  and  enhance  their  value:  are  questions  which  1 
submit  to  be  determined  by  the  legislature. 

On  the  one  hand,  if  these  lands  are  continued  subject  to  sale,  the  people 
who  want  them  for  settlement,  may  be  accommodated,  the  settlement  of  the 
country  may  be  promoted,  and  they  would,  the  sooner  become  taxable. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  price  of  bonds  should  fall,  these  lands  may  all 
be  purchased  up  on  speculation;  and  if  they  should  be  withdrawn  from 
the  market  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  thatthey  will  increase  in  val¬ 
ue  much  faster  than  the  Stale  debt  will  increase  by  the  accumulation  of 
interest,  on  such  part  of  it,  as  these  lands  will  extinguish,  at  present 
prices. 

There  has  been  no  levision,  or  republication  of  the  general  statute  laws 
of  the  State,  since  the  year  1833.  Since  that  time  one-third  of  the  State, 
which  was  then  a  wilderness,  has  been  populated.  T  his  portion  of  the 
people  has  never  been  supplied  with  the  statutes,  and  in  many  of  the 
older  counties  the  copies  of  the  revision  of  1833,  are  beceming  scarce, 
and  almost  out  of  print.  There  is,  perhaps,  nothing  more  imperatively 
demanded  of  the  legislature  than  a  thorough  revision  and  republication  of 
the  statute  laws.  Most  of  the  standard  laws,  I  apprehend,  will  require 
but  little  revision.  They  were  drawn  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  with  great  care,  and  are  as  near  perfection  as  they  could  probably 
be  brought  during  the  hurry  of  a  session  of  the  legislature.  There  arc, 
however, occasional  laws  passed  since,  which  might  be  amended  with  ad¬ 
vantage;  and  such  amendments  would  seem  to  be  required  before  a  gen¬ 
eral  republication  shall  be  authorized. 

In  pursuance  of  authority  granted  to  me  by  the  latter  part  of  the  2Isi 
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section  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  canal  debt,’  I  ap¬ 
pointed  Michael  Ryan  and  Charles  Oakley,  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  State,  to  proceed  to  the  Eastern  cities,  and  to  Europe,  wii  h  insti  uctions 
to  open  a  negotiation  with  the  holders  of  Illinois  bonds;  and  authorized 
them  to  pledge  the  canal,  canal  lands,  and  other  property  pertaining  to 
the  canal  fund,  for  a  further  advance  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand 
dollais  to  complete  the  canal;  and  I,  also,  advanced  to  each  of  them,  to 
defray  their  expenses,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  Irom  the  moneys 
received  by  me  from  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  enti¬ 
tled  “An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,”  this  being  ihe  only  money,  at  the  time 
belonging  to  the  State,  and  there  being  a  sufficiency  besides,  to  pay  the 
entire  interest  on  the  school  fund  due,  for  the  vear  1842. 

At  one  time  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  a  successful  negotiation. 
The  bondholders  in  Europe  and  America  agreed  to  advance  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  on  the  canal  in  the  year 
1844,  upon  certain  conditions.  One  of  which  was,  that  it  should  be 
proved  by  the  examination  of  competent  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  them, 
that  the  representations  made  by  Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan,  in  reference 
to  the  canal,  the  amount  of  the  canal  debt,  and  the  vffiue  of  the  property 
proposed  to  he  pledged,  should  turn  out  to  be  correct.  Accordingly 
Governor  Davis  and  Capt.  Swift,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  high  standing  for  integrity  and  talents,  were  appointed  by  the 
authority  of  the  bondholders,  to  make  the  required  examination.  These 
gentlemen  did  make  an  elaborate  examination  and  report,  highly  favora¬ 
ble  to  the  statements  of  Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan — and  the  bondholders 
themselves  acknowledged  that  all  the  conditions,  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
had  been  complied  with.  The  security  offered  by  the  State  was  found 
to  be  sufficient;  but  owing  to  some  cause,  at  present  unknown  to  me,  the 
money  has  not  been  paid;  the  subscriptions  have  not  been  made  up,  and 
the  negotiation  may  possibly  fail. 

Great  hopes  were  entertained,  that  by  means  of  this  law,  without  fur¬ 
ther  pledging  the  faith  of  the  State,  or  borrowing  anymore  money,  the 
bondholders  would  take  the  canal  property  and  complete  the  canal.  This 
property  honestly  belongs  to  our  creditors,  for  money  already  advanced. 
It  wrould,  however,  be  of  but  little  value  to  them,  in  the  present  unfinish¬ 
ed  condition  of  the  canal.  If  the  law  had  simply  proposed  to  turn  the 
property  over  to  them  in  its  present  condition,  without  power  to  finish  the 
canal,  I  apprehend  that  we  should  have  done  both  them  and  the  State  the 
greatest  injustice.  It  was  sincerely  believed  that  the  provision  for  finish¬ 
ing  the  canal,  was  no  less  beneficial  to  them  than  to  us;  as  it  provided  for 
increasing  and  giving  an  active  value,  to  the  pledge,  for  the  payment  of 
precedent  debts. 

The  probable  failure  of  the  negotiations  under  this  law,  will  leave  us  in 
a  condition  in  regard  to  the  canal,  in  which  it  will  be  easier  to  foresee  the 
failure,  than  to  predict  the  success,  of  any  new  project. 

Some  persons  have  proposed  to  solicit  another  donation  of  land  from  the 
General  Government;  others  an  appropriation  of  money  direct  by  Con¬ 
gress,  and  others  again  rely  upon  the  distributive  share  of  the  State  in 
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the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  To  all  which  plans  there  seems  to  me 
to  be  insuperable  objections. 

The  choice  lands  of  the  State  have  already  been  selected.  The  210,000 
acres  selected  in  1842,  are  better  in  quality  than  any  which  could  now 
be  selected.  These  lands  have  been  in  market  since  April  last,  on 
favorable  terms,  and  but  few  of  them  have  been  sold;  thus  demon¬ 
strating,  that  the  sale  of  such  lands  is  so  tardy  as  to  afford  but  little  en¬ 
couragement  to  contractors  to  undertake  and  progress  with  the  work. 
The  distributive  share  of  the  State  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  will  be  but  a  small  sum  at  first,  compared  with  the  sum  de¬ 
manded  for  the  work,  and  must  necessarily  decrease  in  amount  every 
year  as  the  lands  are  sold.  The  sum  thus  to  be  raised,  if  expended  di¬ 
rectly  on  the  canal,  would  not  complete  it  in  less  than  sixteen  years;  and 
if  offered  as  a  security  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  a  new  loan,  the 
very  uncertainty  of  the  existence  of  such  a  law,  being  liable  at  all  times 
to  be  repealed,  or  continued  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  together  with 
the  certainty  that  the  amount  to  be  derived  therefrom,  must  annually  di¬ 
minish,  will  render  the  offer  of  no  avail.  It  cannot  be  imagined  that 
capitalists  would  lend  money  on  such  security. 

There  are  also  objections  to  a  direct  appropriation  of  money,  by  Con¬ 
gress.  It  is  true  that  Congress  is  bound,  by  compact  with  the  State,  to 
make  the  National  road,  and  if  money  could  be  appropriated  to  this, 
and  some  few  other  objects  of  great  national  importance,  such  as  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Michigan  canal,  harbors  on  the  great  Northern  lakes,  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river,  and  its  great  tributary  streams;  if  every  other  portion  of 
the  Union  would  not  call  for  similar  and  greater  appropriations;  if  no 
log-rolling  should  be  introduced;  if  no  reckless  and  extravagant  expendi¬ 
tures  should  be  made,  merely  to  secure  the  local  popularity  of  members 
of  Congress,  the  principal  objections  would  be  obviated.  But  if  there  be 
any  thing  to  be  feared,  more  than  another,  it  is  that  Congress,  some  time 
or  other,  will  enter  into  a  general,  wild,  and  extravagant  system  of  inter¬ 
nal  improvements,  by  means  of  which,  if  the  log-rolling  system  of  some 
of  the  States  shall  be  introduced,  the  General  Government,  would  soon  be 
as  much  crippled  with  debt  as  are  those  unfortunate  States.  We  may  rely 
upon  it  that  whenever  this  system  shall  be  again  revived  in  Congress 
the  members  there  will  be  as  much  devoted  to  its  diffusion  all  over  the 
country,  as  were,  the  members  of  our  own  legislature.  Each  one,  will  de¬ 
sire  to  do  as  much  for  his  constituents  as  he  can,  not  onlv  as  an  act  of 
patriotic  devotion  to  their  interest,  but  more  frequently,  to  enhance  his 
own  popularity.  Each  one  would  append  his  own  little  neighborhood 
river  or  road,  and  all  would  be  ashamed  to  return  to  their  constituents 
without  a  share  in  the  general  scramble. 

During  tile  administration  of  one  of  our  Presidents,  a  survey  was  or¬ 
dered,  and  a  system  projected,  involving  an  expenditure  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  If  this  had  succeeded,  it  would  have 
been  added  to,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  whole  United  States  would 
have  been  as  irretrievably  ruined  as  our  own  State  is  supposed  to  be.  For¬ 
tunately,  however,  for  the  country  this  most  dangerous  system  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  encountered  and  overthrown  by  a  succeeding  administration.  I 
call  it  dangerous  because  it  manifestly  tends  to  the  creation  of  a  large 
national  debt;  a  debt  which,  whenever  contracted,  will  prostrate  the 
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financial  energy,  of  the  whole  nation,  and  throw  it  manacled  and  hand¬ 
cuffed,  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  powers. 

In  forming  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  it  is  all  the  time  to  be  remember¬ 
ed,  that  the  confederacy  alone,  is  charged  with  the  war  making  power,  and 
with  the  general  defence  against  foreign  aggression.  The  states,  sepa¬ 
rately,  cannot  make  war,  nor  defend  the  country.  They  may  be  all  sol¬ 
vent,  but  their  financial  ability,  cannot  be  used  for  general  defence.  The 
common  government  is  our  only  reliance  for  this,  and  if  this  government, 
being  alone  charged  with  the  common  defence,  is  to  be  crippled  and  ruin¬ 
ed  with  debt,  whether  by  squandering  its  revenues,  by  a  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  by  assuming  the  State  debts,  or  by  a 
ruinous  system  of  internal  improvements,  we  will  make  ourselves  the 
easy  victims  of  the  nations  of  Europe;  and  we  will  be  sure  to  see  them, 
on  every  occasion  of  difference,  sending  their  fleets  to  our  coasts,  to  bom¬ 
bard  our  cities,  and  drive  us  into  dishonorable  treaties,  as  they  have  often 
done,  with  the  weak  government  of  Mexico,  and  the  imbecile  Republics  of 
South  America. 

We  have  these  instances,  and  many  others  of  weak  nations,  as  stand¬ 
ing  examples  of  what  would  be  done  to  us  by  the  proud,  overbearing  and 
unjust  nations  of  Europe,  with  whom  might  constitutes  right,  if  we  thus 
impair  the  national  strength  of  our  country. 

It  is  true  that  a  national  debt  existed  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain.  We  had  then,  however,  the  public  domain  almost  unimpaired 
by  previous  sales.  Many  millions  of  it  were  granted  as  military  bounties 
for  the  enlistment  of  soldiers,  and  all  of  it  was  pledged  for  loans  to  car¬ 
ry  on  the  war.  This  was  a  rich  and  ample  resource.  It  infused  power 
into  weakness,  and  saved  a  resort  to  high  taxation.  Since  that  time  the 
most  valuable  of  the  public  lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  sales  must  ne¬ 
cessarily  decrease  for  the  future,  making  it  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
abstain  from  the  creation  of  new  debt. 

It  is  also  true,  that  Great  Britain  has  a  great  national  debt,  which  does 
not  seem  to  impair  her  ability  to  prosecute  most  extensive  wars.  But 
there  is  a  difference  between  this  government  and  that.  Hers  is  a  gov¬ 
ernment  of  force  at  home  and  abroad,  sustained  by  the  bayonets  of  a 
mercenary  soldiery,  by  which  she  is  enabled  to  ravish  from  the  mouth  of 
starving  poverty,  the  last  morsel  of  its  bread,  in  the  shape  of  the  most 
odious  and  extravagant  taxes,  with  which  a  nation  was  ever  afflicted. 
Ours  is  a  government  of  opinion,  founded  upon  the  principle  of  voluntary 
submission  to  the  laws.  We  are  a  free  people,  who  will  never  submit  to 
such  burdens  as  long  as  our  liberties  endure.  If  we  follow  the  example 
of  England,  in  the  creation  of  a  great  national  debt,  we  would  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  follow  her  example  in  her  system  of  government.  For  nothing 
short  of  a  monarchy,  sustained  by  the  bayonets  of  a  hireling  soldiery, 
could  ever  wring  such  taxes  from  the  free  people  of  these  United  States. 

All  of  these  measures,  are  liable  to  the  common  objection  which  arises 
from  the  uncertainty  and  dilatory  nature  of  the  action  of  Congress  on 
such  subjects,  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assert  that 
none  of  them  will  do  to  rely  on.  As  for  myself,  I  have  no  new  measure 
to  propose,  but  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  concur  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  in  any  measure  which  will  really  conduce  to  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  this  great  work. 
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The  subject  of  common  school  education  must  necessarily  attract  your 
attention.  It  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  well  being  of  the 
people;  the  due  provision  for  which,  is  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  en¬ 
lightened  republicanism,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  a  proper  and  just 
administration  of  our  democratic  institutions.  No  system  on  this  subject 
has  yet  been  adopted,  which  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  people;  or  which 
has  been  executed  with  efficiency  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  But  little 
statistical  or  other  information  of  the  actual  operation  of  existing  laws  on 
this  subject,  has  yet  been  collected  to  enable  the  General  Assembly  to 
legislate  upon  it  with  an  enlightened  judgment.  Some  means  ought  to 
be  adopted,  to  collect  this  information;  and  I  can  think  of  none  better 
than  the  appointment,  by  your  honorable  bodies  of  an  agent,  at  once 
faithful  and  competent  to  the  task;  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  travel  into 
every  county,and  if  possible  every  neighborhood;  and  by  a  careful  inspec¬ 
tion  and  examination,  collect  this  information  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature; 
and  by  lectures  and  every  other  means  in  his  power,  endeavor  to  impress 
upon  the  people  the  overwhelming  importance  of  the  education  of  their 
children.  Such  an  agent  ought  to  be  a  rare  man;  endowed  with  talents, 
zeal,  and  discretion  of  the  highest  order.  Money  expended  on  such  an 
agency,  if  ably,  faithfully  and  zealously  executed,  would  be  approved  by 
the  people,  as  being  more  for  their  benefit,  than  any  other  appropriation 
whatever.  And  if  taxed  for  it,  they  would  feel  that  they  had  been  taxed 
for  a  purpose  of  the  highest  utility. 

During  the  last  summer  serious  disturbances  occurred  in  the  county  of 
Hancock.  The  causes  and  consequences  of  those  disturbances,  and  the 
history  of  the  several  transactions  to  which  they  gave  rise,  will  be  laid 
before  you  in  a  special  report. 

My  proceedings  as  ex-officio  Fund  Commissioner,  in  settling,  collecting 
and  paying  debts  due  to  and  from  the  State,  and  the  general  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  State  property,  will  likewise  be  laid  before  you  in  a  special 
report. 

The  companies  chartered, at  the  last  session  to  complete  the  Central 
railroad  and  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Springfield  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State,  have  not  as  yet  complied  with  any  of  the  terms  of 
the  several  laws  by  which  they  were  created. 

The  act  also  to  settle  the  account  of  Macalister  and  Stebbins  has  not 
been  complied  with  by  them;  and  it  is  now  pretty  certain  that  they 
never  had,  and  never  will  havegthe  ability  to  comply  with  its  terms.  The 
bonds  which  they  proposed  to  return,  were  not  and  have  not  been 
subject  to  their  control.  It  will  be  recollected  that  these  bonds  were 
hypothecated  to  them,  upon  which  the  Fund  Commissioner  received  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  the  semi¬ 
annual  interest  on  the  State  debt,  due  on  the  first  of  July,  1841.  These 
bonds,  were  immediately  re-hypothecated  by  them,  to  raise  the  money 
advanced  to  the  Fund  Commissioner;  and  have  ever  since  remained 
beyond  their  control.  The  money  is  due  to  the  holders  of  the  bonds  in 
proportion  to  their  advances.  They  have  not,  however,  seen  proper  to 
present  them  for  payment,  according  to  the  teims  of  the  above  recited 
act;  and  many  of  them,  have  been  thrown  into  the  market  and  sold, 
from  time  to  time,  as  other  bonds. 

The  present  judiciary  system,  has  been  found  to  be  insufficient  for  the 
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due  administration  of  justice  in  some  parts  of  the  State;  and  particularly 
in  the  county  of  Cook.  The  city  of  Chicago,  situate  in  that  county,  has 
so  increased  in  population  and  business,  as  to  require  a  court  to  be  in  ses¬ 
sion  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  county  of  Cook  is  now  the  compo- 
ponent  part  of  a  circuit  of  seven  counties.  Chicago  is  a  city  of  some 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants;  being  situate  on  Lake  Michigan,  its  business 
is  of  the  character  and  importance  of  a  sea-port  town ;  it  is  the  thoroughfare 
for  travelling  by  land  and  water,  to  and  from  the  northern  part  of  this  State, 
the  southern  part  of  Wisconsin  and  a  part  of  Iowa  Territory.  In  such 
a  place,  there  must  be  a  greater  amount  of  litigation;  and  a  larger  number 
of  criminals  committed,  than  could  be  expected  amongst  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  people,  differently  situated.  And  so  it  is,  with  all  thriving  and  pop¬ 
ulous  cities.  The  city  of  St.  Louis,  containing  less  than  three  times  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  has  three  courts  sitting,  nearly  all  the  time  for 
the  despatch  of  business;  and  the  judiciary  there,  is  no  more  than^ade- 
quate  to  the  wants  of  the  people.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  separate  court  in  the  county  of  Cook,  and  city  of  Chicago, 
with  a  jurisdiction  concurrant  with  the  circuit  court.  The  present  system 
has  operated  to  the  people  there,  for  years  past,  as  almost  a  denial  of 
justice.  Prisoners  have  suffered  long  and  vexatious  imprisonment,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  be  tried  for  offences,  of  which  they  were  accused,  and 
the  .  county  has  been  put  to  an  expense  in  maintaining  them,  unknown  to 
other  counties. 

There  may  be  other  parts  of  the  State  suffering  in  a  somewhat  simi¬ 
lar  way.  If  so,  the  tact  will  be  known  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  the 
evil  ought  to  be  removed  by  the  establishment  of  such  additions  to  the 
judiciary  system,  as  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  people. 

The  revenues  of  the  State  for  the  year  1844,  are  estimated,  by  the 
Auditor,  at  the  sum  of  $150,000,  no  part  of  which  has  yet  been  collected. 
There  is  also  due,  for  arrearages  of  previous  years,  the  sum  of  $59,304. 
The  probable  cost  of  assessing  and  collecting,  what  is  now  due  to  the 
State  is  estimated  at  about  $18,000;  and  of  the  whole  sum  now  due, 
amounting  to  $209,304,  the  sum  of  $100,000  may  be  collected  and  paid 
in  by  the  first  of  May  next.  The  revenue  will  be  increased  for  the  years 
1845,  and  1846,  about  $5,000  each  year. 

On  the  31st  of  October  last,  there  were  warrants  on  the  Treasury  out¬ 
standing  to  the  amount  of  $22,882;  and  on  the  same  day,  there  was  an 
unexpended  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $11,733  66. 

The  sum  now  on  hand,  and  that  due,  and  expected  to  be  collected,  will 
be  scarcely  more  than  sufficient,  by  the  strictest  economy,  to  pay  the 
current  expenses  of  the  State  Government,  the  interest  on  the  school 
fund,  and  the  expenses  of  this  General  Assembly. 

As  to  the  extraordinary  debt  of  the  State,  contracted  for  the  canal  and 
other  internal  improvements,  no  interest  has  been  paid  on  it,  which  has 
accrued,  since  the  first  of  July,  1841,  and  no  provision  of  law,  has  been 
made  for  such  payment.  The  magnitude  of  this  debt,  compared  with  the 
resources  of  the  State,  has  been  a  continual  terror  to  the  people.  They 
have  lived  in  expectation  of  oppressive  (axes.  The  same  has  been  antici¬ 
pated,  by  all  who  would  otherwise,  emigrate  to  the  State.  The  popular 
vote  at  the  last  election,  shows  that  our  population  has  been  increased  but 
little,  since  1840;  and  it  is  a  fact  too  notorious  to  be  concealed,  that  no- 
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thing  but  the  utter  impossibility  of  selling  real  estate,  prevents  the  rapid 
decrease  of  our  numbers.  The  adjacent  territories  are  filling  up  with 
inhabitants  at  our  expense.  The  high  and  palmy  days  have  departed, 
when  we  doubled  our  population  in  a  few  years;  when,  if  a  citizen  owned 
more  land  than  he  wanted  for  cultivation,  or  if  he  wanted  to  leave  the 
country,  or  remove  from  one  part  of  the  State  to  another,  he  could  sell 
his  land  for  cash.  What  has  produced  this  state  of  things?  Has  it  been 
high  taxes?  No.  It  has  been  the  fear  of  them  only.  Is  it  because, 
money  has  been  drawn  from  our  pockets,  as  a  tax  upon  our  industry? 
No.  Notone  cent  has  yet  been  paid  by  taxation.  On  the  contrary,  our 
taxes,  for  State  purposes,  are  three  times  less,  than  they  are  in  the  great 
and  flourishing  State  of  Ohio.  Nevertheless,  Ohio  is  advancing  to  great¬ 
ness,  with  unparalleled  rapidity;  whilst  we  are  paralyzed  with  the  torpid 
fear  of  evil  only,  when  no  such  evil  really  exists. 

The  fancies,  the  fears,  the  imaginations  of  men,  hang  like  an  incubus, 
upon  our  prosperity.  The  reality,  whenever  it  comes,  can  never  be  so 
terrifying,  so  alarming,  as  the  undefined  and  dreamy  imaginations  of  men, 
conjured  up  by  the  mere  expectation  of  an  unknown  and  untried  evil. 

If  something  could  be  done,  to  define  the  extent  of  this  evil,  to  dissi¬ 
pate  imaginary  terror;  and  to  create  a  confidence  in  the  public  mind, 
here  and  all  over  the  world,  that  justice  will  be  done,  and  no  oppression 
attempted;  we  may  reasonably  look  for  a  return  of  prosperity.  Our 
own  people  would  pursue  their  industry  with  alacrity;  and  increase  their 
improvements  with  confidence;  strangers  from  abroad  would  be  attracted 
to  the  State,  and  property  would  be  doubled  in  value  in  a  very  short  time. 
But  without  something  of  this  kind  shall  be  done,  the  terrors  of  the  people 
will  drive  them  away,  as  fast  as  they  can  dispose  of  their  property,  and 
all  substantial  inhabitants,  who  might  be  expected  from  abroad  will  avoid 
us,  for  some  of  the  territories.  Indeed,  if  we  might  expect  any  increase, 
it  would,  most  likely,  be  composed  of  the  refuse  population  of  other 
states:  men,  who  would  have  every  thing  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose, 
who,  having  but  little  respect  for  their  own  private  character,  would  be 
indifferent  to  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  place,  selected  for  their  resi¬ 
dence. 

The  mere  apprehension  then  of  high  taxes,  and  not  their  actual  exis¬ 
tence,  constitutes  our  only  embarrassment.  How  necessary,  then,  is  it, 
that  the  whole  heighth  and  depth,  length,  breadth,  and  thickness  of  the 
apprehended  evil  should  be  defined  and  settled  immediately  and  that  for¬ 
ever.  n 

Whatever  is  done  ought  to  be  in  conformity  to  the  great  principles  of 
natural  justice.  It  ought  not  to  involve  a  tax  which  would  be  oppressive. 
If  a  fund  shall  be  established,  it  ought  to  be  so  constituted,  as  to  increase 
with  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  although  it  might  be  small 
at  first,  a  probability  ought  to  appear  that,  within  a  reasonable  time,  it 
will  increase  to  such  an  amount,  as  will  answer  the  purpose  intended;  it 
ought  to  be  such  a  measure,  as  the  people  will  be  satisfied  with  and  cheer¬ 
fully  submit  to.  It  ought  to  appear,  that  it  will  not  be  made  a  political 
hobby  hereafter.  No  antagonist  measure  or  party  ought  to  be  arrayed 
against  it.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  done,  ought  to  be  a  complete  and  per¬ 
manent  settlement  of  the  question;  and  it  ought  to  appear  that  no  new 
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agitation  will  grow  out  of  it  to  endanger  the  measure,  as  the  settled  and 
permanent  policy  of  the  country. 

In  the  first  place,  this  question  can  never  be  settled  by  denying  the 
debt.  It  is  too  notorious  that  we  have  had  the  money  of  our  creditors, 
and  they  have  had  nothing  in  return.  The  sense  of  the  universal  world 
is,  and  always  wdl  be,  that  wre  owe  them.  This  is  an  imperishable  tact, 
which  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  question  will  always  arise  at  every 
succeeding  session  of  the  legislature.  We  may  deny  the  debt — we  may 
plead  non  est  factum  to  our  bonds;  but  like  the  rogue,  who  seeks  to  cheat 
his  creditor  in  private  life,  we  will  still  owe  the  money;  the  benumbing 
consciousness  of  which,  being  registered  on  our  hearts,  will  stick  to  us  to 
plague  us  forever. 

The  question  cannot  be  settled  by  asking  and  receiving  a  distributive 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  A  fund  so  constituted  will  not 
amount  to  more  than  $>00,000  dollars  at  first;  and  must  annually  diminish 
as  the  lands  are  sold.  Such  a  measure  would  give  no  confidence  that  a 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  either  principal  or 
interest  of  the  debt. 

The  question  cannot  be  settled  by  an  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by 
the  United  States,  without  doing  as  much  injustice  to  some  of  the  Slates 
as  would  be  done  to  our  creditors  by  open  and  avowed  repudiation.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  States  have  no  debt  to  pay,  and  yet  their  citizens,  equably  with 
ours,  would  be  taxed  to  pay  money  which  they  have  never  enjoyed  or 
contracted.  It  would  be  as  honorable  and  honest,  to  cheat  our  creditors 
out  of  their  interest  as  to  wring  it  from  others,  who  are  under  no  obliga¬ 
tion  morally  or  legally  to  pay  it.  A  law  involving  such  monstrous  injus¬ 
tice  can  never  be  passed  or  sanctioned  by  the  American  people. 

The  truth  is  we  will  have  to  rely  on  ourselves,  upon  our  own  exertions. 
We  contracted  the  debt  ourselves,  and  ourselves  will  have  to  pay  it.  We 
need  look  to  no  foreign  aid.  We  must  make  bare  our  own  right  arms 
and  come  up  to  the  work,  appalling  as  it  looks,  like  men. 

This  is  a  subject  which  has  commanded  my  most  anxious  attention.  I 
have  looked  to  this  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  have  fondlv 
hoped  that  the  fears  of  the  people,  and  the  blighting  influence  of  an  un¬ 
certain  position,  might  now  be  put  at  rest  forever. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  raise  money  enough  by  taxation  to  pay  the  en¬ 
tire  interest;  still  something  may  be  done.  I  would  not  propose  a  high 
nor  an  oppressive  tax.  I  know  too  well  the  misfortunes  and  calamities  of 
the  people,  to  believe  that  such  a  tax  could  be  collected.  At  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  an  increase  of  taxation  was  impracticable  on  account  of  a  total 
want  of  money  in  the  country.  The  same  cause  still  lingers  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  in  some  of  the  interior  counties.  The  partial  failure  of  crops  for. 
two  years,  the  sickness  of  the  last  season,  the  floods  and  high  waters  in 
some  places,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  will  present  obstacles  against  do¬ 
ing  as  much  as  could  be  desired. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  these  partial  impediments  may  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  insuperable.  There  is  no  other  practicable  mode  of  settling  this 
great  question  than  by  increasing  the  revenue.  The  additional  burdcn 
will  not  have  to  be  paid  until  the  latter  end  of  the  next  year,  and  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  following.  In  the  meantime  relief  might  be  given 
to  the  sufferers  by  high  water,  by  extending  the  time  for  payment  of  the 
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present  taxes,  and  if  the  Constitution  presented  no  barrier  releasing  them 
entirely.  In  a  year  or  so  more,  by  the  time  such  taxes  will  become  due, 
it  is  hoped  that  a  total  recovery  will  be  wrought  in  the  pecuniary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  people. 

In  the  year  1827,  a  portion  of  the  land  tax  was  first  given  to  the  coun¬ 
ties.  They  were  then  universally  in  debt,  and  all  of  them  needed  an  in¬ 
crease  of  their  revenues  for  the  erection  of  court  houses  and  jails.  These 
have  been  built  long  since,  and  most  of  the  counties  could  have  been  free 
from  debt  with  proper  economy.  With  them  a  large  revenue  or  a  small 
one  would  answer  the  same  purpose.  A  small  one  would  be  sufficient, 
and  a  large  one  is  squandered  to  no  useful  purpose. 

This  land  tax  ought  to  be  resumed  to  the  State  treasury.  Frequent 
attempts  have  been  made  to  effect  this,  but  without  success.  The  objec¬ 
tion  has  always  been  that  there  was  more  land  taxable  in  the  old  than  in 
the  new  part  of  the  State,  and  that  the  measure  would  be  unequal.  This 
objection  has  now  lost  its  force,  and  no  longer  presents  obstacles  to  this 
measure  of  true  justice  and  economy. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  additional  revenues  thus  derived,  and  such 
additional  tax,  as  the  legislature  in  their  wisdom  will  provide  for,  be 
formed  into  a  fund,  the  proceeds  and  increase  of  w'hich  shall  be  sacred,  and 
dedicated  to  the  extinction  of  a  portion,  however  small  at  first,  of  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt. 

Whatever  we  do  in  this  way,  ought  to  have  the  greatest  permanency. 
There  ought  to  exist  no  very  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  the  public 
mind,  and  the  nearer  unanimous  we  all  are  upon  it,  the  more  perma¬ 
nent  the  measure  would  be.  We  ought  to  make  it  known  to  the  whole 
world,  that  whatever  may  be  done  in  this  way,  is  all  that  ever  will  or  can 
be  done.  Thus,  by  showing  our  willingness  to  contribute  according  to  our 
ability,  by  making  that  our  permanent  policy;  not  to  be  added  to  or  sub¬ 
tracted  from  in  future;  and  by  thus  setting  a  limit  to  the  fears  and  imagina¬ 
tions  of  men,  in  relation  to  the  huge  phantom  of  expected  taxes,  we  might 
reasonably  calculate  to  restore  ourselves  in  the  estimation  of  mankind, 
turn  the  tide  of  emigration  again  into  our  country,  accompanied  by 
wealth  and  intelligence.  Land,  again,  would  become  of  some  value. 
There  would  be  a  demand  for  it  at  once,  and  our  condition  would  be  im¬ 
proved  in  every  respect. 

Every  man  of  property  in  the  State,  and  all  have  less  or  more,  ought  to 
desire  the  speedy  and  permanent  settlement  of  this  question.  His  pro¬ 
perty  is  of  but  little  value,  whilst  the  fears  and  terrors  of  high  taxation 
prevail  on  one  side,  or  unblushing,  impudent  repudiation,  stares  him  in 
the  face,  on  the  other. 

May  the  Supreme  ruler  of  the  universe,  enlighten  our  understandings, 
to  see  what  is  best  to  promote  the  true  interest  >f  our  consitucnts,  and 
nerve  our  arms  and  hearts,  with  the  courage  to  do  it. 

THOMAS  FORD. 

Springfield,  Dec.  2,  1844. 
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fDfitbfirger  beb  Senate 

unb  beb  dieprdfentantcn  jjaufeb: 

€'6  gereid;t  mir  jum  SBergnitgen  abermalb  mit  ben  9teprafentanten  beb  SBolf 
3ufammen$ufommen,  um  fiber  bie  SSBofylfafyrt  Derer,  melcfiemir  in  ©emeinfcfiafr 
3U  bertreten  baben,  ju  beratbfdfiagen;  unb  eb  mad;t  mir  greUbe  Sbnen  mittfiei-- 
len  311  fbnnen,  bap  eb  einer  allmeifen  bBorfe^ung  gefallen  bat,  unb  alb  einerDta- 
tion  bie  Segnungen  beb  griebenb  nacb  3nnen  unb  trad;  Slitpen,  unb  ben  froben 
©enup  unferer  greibcit,  unfereb  Cigentbumb  unb  unfereb  duperlicfien  ©iud’eb, 
ber  unb  burd;  unfere  ebrmurbige  republd’anifd;e  Sregierungbform  geftd;ert  ifi, 
fortjuerfialten,  fo  mie  aud;  unferm  eignen  Staate  ©mb  ten  $u  fcfienl’en,  bie  me- 
nigfienb  bem  allgetneinen  23eburfnip  bollig  ©enttge  leificfetm 

Dab  23ilb,  melcfieb  man  bon  ber  glud’Iid;en  Sage,  fomobl  ber  S3emol)ner  felbfi 
alb  aud;  beb  Staateb  im  allgemeinen  cntroerfen  f’bnnte,  mirb  einigermapen 
burcb  ben  Umfianb  getrubt,  bap  bie  beiben  legten  ©vnbten  nid;t  fo  fefir  reicffiid; 
maren,  alb  fie  eb  gembbnlid;  ftnb;  bo  beb  sdBafier  bat  an  ©igentbum  betrdd;tlid;e 
3erfiorungen  angerid;tet;  bie  gemobnlid;  bori’ontenben  dtranlbeiten  jeigten  fid; 
biefeb  3abr  in  groperem  SDfope,  alb  fonfi;  bie  gurd;t,  bon  ber  ©rope  berStaatb- 
fd;ulb  erbrucft  ju  merben,  laftet  fd;mer  auf  bem  iSolL  Dabon  abgefeben,  liepe 
fid;  unfere  Sage  311  unferm  iBortbeil  mit  ber  anberer  ©taafen  bergleid;en,  be- 
ren  barbenoe  unb  ber  Slrbeit  faft  unterliegenbe  23emobner  bon  hunger,  dvrieg, 
^)efi  ober  unfrud;tbarerSlnfirengung  leiben;  unb  bieenblid;  nod;,  mab  bab  .0 dr- 
re  fie  ifi,  unter  ben  Drucfe  m  ill  rub  vl  id;  er  unb  ungleid;  mirl’enber  ©efeBe  fiepen, 
meld;c  le^tere  einen  unb  jmar  ben  3al)lreid;fien  Xfieil  beb  iBolleb  511  33oben  tre= 
ten,  um  ibn  ben  $Benigen  S5egunfiigteren  untertbdnig  511  mad;en.  3n  ber  2d;at 
menu  unter  unb  fid;  Un^ufriebenbeit  unb  SjJiipmutb  3eig$n  follte,  fo  fbnnte  man 
biep  meniger  mirflid;er  Dlotl)  $ufd;reiben,  alb  bielmebr  ber  ©mbdmung  berjenigett 
fiberfiuffigen  unb  lururiofen  ©enuffie,  bie,  meniger  nbtlfig  311  einer  bebaglicl;m 
©rifien),  mebr  einer  berborbenen  ©inbilbungbl'raft  gefallen, 

Seitbem  fid;  bie  le^te  gefei;gebenbe  iBerfammlung  uertagt  bat,  baben  fid;  bie 
pecunidren  £>erbdltnifie  beb  Sbolfb  bei  me  item  beffcr  gefialtet,  Die  ungebeure 
Sd;ulbenlafi  bon  ^ribatleuten,  in  bie  man  fid;  in  golge  einer  franl’baften 
unb  iiberfirbmenben  papier  =  Circulation  gefiuigt  batte,  ifi  meifienb  berid;tigt. 
Die  Circulation  entmertbetcr  Bloten,  bie  bamalb  im  ©ange  mar,  bat  aufgebbrt, 
unb  il;ren  $la§  baben  ©olb  unb  Silber,  unb  bie  Bloten.folbenter  S3anfen  einge- 
nommen.  S)tan  f’ann  miri’lid;  nur  mit  3ufriebenl)eit  beobad;ten,  mie  fel;r  ber 
53etrag  ebler  italic  in  ber  Circulation  ^ugenommen  bat,  meld;er  Umfianb  ber 
le^teren  Stetigfeit,  unb  bem  sIBcrtl)  bon  Cigentbum  unb  Slrbeit  cine  @id;erbeit 
gibt,  bie  man  3al)re  lang  nid;t  fannte,  Der  s2Bed;felcourb  mar  nie  fo  gut  regu- 
lirt  mabrenb  bie  -Bereinigten  Staaten  S3an!  auf  bem  ©ipfel  ibrer  l)6d;fien  S31utt;e 
fianb,  unb  biefeb  9refultat  banlen  mir  ben  naturlicfien  ©efel^en  beb  ^anbelb, 
befreit  uon  ben  gejfeln  unbctlbringenber  C*imnifd;ung  bon  Seiten  ber  gefeBge- 
benben  ©emaltem 
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Die  berfdnebencn  Berorbnungen  ber,  le3ten  ©efe3gebung,  burd;  weld;e  bie 
Banlen  unfered  ©taated  3m4  Biquibation  ge$wunqen  rourben,  l)aben  inbem  fte 
eta  lunplid;ed  unb  berberblid;ed  Circulationd=©t;pem  aud  bem  88ege  fd;afften, 
we  fend  id;  3m4  Crreid;ung  btcfeu  Biefultatd  beigetragen.  Der  ©elbmangel,  ber 
ftd;  anfangd  fublbar  mad;te,  befbvberte  Cinfd;rdnlung  im  p)ribatleben.  Dab 
Crebitp;pem,  weld;ed  wdbrenb  einer  audgebebnten  papier-circulation  $um  Bruin 
bon  Saufcnben  borberrfd;enb  gewefen  war,  ging  311  ©runbe.  Durd;  bie  ge^ 
nannten  Berorbnungen  wurben  ben  Battlen  ibrbaared  ©elb  b*raudge$n>ungen, 
weld;ed  ben  ©efcpdften  fo  lange  ent^ogen  gewefen  war.  Unb  wad  bbber  anju^ 
fdpagen  ip,  benn  titled,  biefe  ©efeje  babenbem  Bolle  bewiefen,  bap  ed  mbglid; 


fei,  ein  entwertbeted  Umlaufdmittel  auger  Circulation  311  fei^en,  unb  ein  anbered 
unb  bcfiercd,  nid;t  atlein  oljne  Unbequemlid;leit,  fonbern  mit  Bordjetl  fur  3Pb- 
weben,  an  beffen  ©telle  311  fe^en.  ©ie  baben  ferner  bie  wid;tige  BBabrbeit,  bie 
bon  bielen  bejweifelt  worben  war,  bewiefen,  bapBanlen  burd;aud  unnbtbig  ftnb, 
urn  ein  Umlaufdmittel  fur  £>rt  unb  ©telle  311  erfd;affen;  bap  ©elb  im  3lllges 
meinen,  in  jebem  Banbe  nad;  Biapgabe  bed  bavin  beftnblkfyen  taufd;baren  Cigem 
tbumd,  circuliren  mug,  unb  bap  Bocal=Banlen  in  2Birllid;leit,  cine  ©leicppeU 
lung  bed  Umlaufdmitteld  erfd;weren,  unb  ojfenbar  ben  slBed;felcourd  in  Un¬ 
orb  nung  br ingen  rnuffen.  , 

£)b  fold;e  Banlen  in  Banbern,  bie  faft  audfd;lieplid;  mitdpanbel  ftd;  befd;dfti' 
gen,  wo  fte  mit  groger  9\ed;tlid;leir  unb  gdbigfeit  abminiprirt  werben,  unb  wo 
unter  alien  Bollbllaffen  bie  ftrengfte  Punllid;leit  im  Sfilpen  bon  Berbinblid;lei- 
ten  berlbutlid;  in,  nbtbig  unb  nuBlid;  ftnb,  ift  eine  Stage,  bie  id;  nid;t  3ubefpre- 
d;en  borbabe.  3ft  fiber  bormal;lid;e  C'rfalmmg  ein  Beitpern  fur  bie  ^ulunft, 
fo  mfifien  wir  3m4  Uebetgeugung  lommen,  bap  wir  im  ©taate  ^llinoid  und  bef= 
ler  0  b  n  e  aid  m  i  t  Battlen  beftnben. 

SBir  berfud;ten  ed  mit  bem  ©oftern,  aid  wir  nod;  eine  £erritorial=£ftegierung 
batten.  Cd  fd;lug  fet;l.  3m  ^al)r  1821,  berfud;ten  wir  ed  mit  einer  ©taatd- 
band,  unter  ber  Beitung  non  Beamten  non  ber  ©efe$gebung  angepellt.  Der 
©taat  berlor  babei  ungefdbr  bunbert  taufenb  Dollar,  unb  oier  ober  funf  ^al)rc 
lang  fd;lop  biefed  entwertbete  Bapiergelb  bie  Circulation  ailed  anberen  ©elbed 
aud.  3Bir  oerfud;ten  ed  wieberum  im  3al)re  1835,  inbem  wir  ben  jungp  be- 
pebenbenBanlen  S^ibriefe  gaben,  ol;ne  be  pern  Crfolg.  dBir  follten  jei3t  fibers 
3eugt  fet;n,  bap  ol;ne  grbpere  unb  allgemeinere  Punltlid;leit  in  ber  3al)lung  non 
©d;ulben  im  Pribatoerlebr,  ed  fur  immer  unmoglid;  ift,  bie  ©efd;dfte  einer 
Banl  mit  ©id;erl)eit  fur  bad  -Boll’  311  ful;ren.  3al)len  bie  ©d;ulbner  unb  dvun- 
ben  einer  Banl  nid;t,  fo  ip  ed  einem  jeben  fold;en  3npitute  unmoglid;,  felbp  bei 
ber  beften  ©efd;dftdful)rung,  Baaigalpung  auf  bie  Dauer  burd;3uful;ren.  Biel- 
leid;t  ip  ed  unnbtbig  biefen  ©egenpanb  writer  3U  erbrtern.  ©0  fep  ubeigeugt 
ip  bad  Boll  unfered  ©taated  non  ben  Uebeln,  bie  bad  ©i;pem  mit  ftd;  ffibrt, 
bap  wenn  wir  bem  BBillen  berer,  bie  wir  reprdfentiren,  golge  leipen,  lein  Bers 
fuel;  gemad;t  werben  wirb,  eine  ber  bidder  eripirenbenBanlen,  bon  neuem  mit 
einem  greibriefe  3U  berfeben,  ober  neue  Banlen  ind  Beben  3U  rufen. 


Cd  wirb  bon  ©eiten  ber  Breprdfentanten  bed  Bolld  geeignet  fet;n,  bie  3upam 
be  bieferBanlen  einer  genauen  ^rtifung  3U  unterwerfen,  unb  im  S<dte  biefelben 
ftd;  einer  Uebertretung  ber  bepebenben  (C5efege  fd;ulbig  gemad;t  baben,  bie  ge^ 
eigneten  BUttel  3m4  Blbbulfe  311  ergreifen.  ©ollt  ed  ftd;  3eigen,  bap  fte  mit  Unt= 
ftd;t  unb  9\ed;tlid;leit  gebanbelt  baben,  fo  fjilte  man  fte  il;re  Biquibation  bo U 
ienben,  unb  rul)ig  abperben  laffen,  nad;  Borfd;rift  ber  berfd;iebenen  l;inftd;tlid; 
ibrer  Biquibation  bepebenben  ©efe3e. 
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Dab  Staatbeigentbum,  meld;cbburd;  ©efeB  t>ont  4ten  Wuxv$  1848,  $um  53e= 
l)iif  ber  Dilgung  ber  @taatbfd;ulb  sum  53erFauf  beftimmt  murbe,  ift  abge= 
fd;dst,  sum  53erFauf  anges'cigt,  unb  aubgeboten  morben,  mie  eb  im  ©eft's  bcr= 
gefcgtieben  mar, 

Die  53erFaufe  gingen  nid;t  fo  leicl;t  oon  ©fatten,  alb  man  ermartet  batte.  U & 
ber  bie  (rifenbabn  bon  Springgelb  nacl;  2®erebojta  ift  nod;  nid;t  oerfugt,  unb 
fie  mug  in  einigen  Sabre  bollig  unbraud;bav  merben,  menn  nid;t  auf  Soften  beb 
©taateb  me(;r  Steparaturen  gemad;t  merben,  alb  id;  anempfeblen  Fann.  Sd; 
uberlage  eb  ber  ©inftcgt  ber  ©efesgebung,  auf  fold;e  'XBeife  baruber  su  oerfugen, 
bag  im  galle  man  nid;t  mdbrenb  ber  'Si 8 ting  fiber  fie  uerfugen  Fann,  bem  £an= 
be  ibr  ©ebraud;  geftd;ert  mirb.  53 on  ben  jmei  bunbert  uub  jebn  taufenb  23tor- 
gen  Sanb,  meld;e  ber  (Songreg  bem  Staate  Fraft  beb  53ertl;eilung  ©efeseb  (dis¬ 
tribution  law)  sum  ©efd;enF  mad;te,  unb  non  smei  unb  biersig  taufenb  Sdtor- 
gen,  bie  ber  ©taat  gentdg  beb  ©efeseb  jur  CE'rrid;tung  non  Staatbaniagen  (in¬ 
ternal  improvements)  angeFauft  bat,  ftnb  bi3  sum  llten  DtObember  1844,  mu*, 
ftebsebn  taufenb  fed; 3  bunbert  unb  bier  unb  smanjig  97-100  Sftorgen  berFauft 
morben.  Dieg  Saub  murbe  meiftenb  an  mirFlid;e  Slnftebler  begelben,  ober  an 
fold;e,  bie  eb  anftebeln  mollten,  berFauft,  unb  brad;te  bie  Sumrne  bon  funf  unb 
fed;3sig  taufenb  unb  ein  unb  breigig  Dollarb,  unb  fteben  unb  jwanjig  <2entb, 
an  Capital  unb  Sntreffen,  in  Staatbfd;ulbfd;einen  unb  2lnmeifungen  fur  bie 
©taatbbauten.  Der  ©eneral=X$erfammlung  mirb  cine  uberffd;tlid;e  8Dt - 
lung  unb  9ied;nungbablage  fiber  bie  53erFdufe  biefeb  unb  anbern  @igentl;umb 
mitgetbeilt  merben. 

21  lb  bieg  ©efes  (sum  53er!auf  beb  Staatbeigentbumb)  erlaffen  murbe,  t>er- 
Fauften  ftd;  auf  ber  XSbrfe  unfere  ©taatbfd;ulbfd;eine  unb  Slnmeifungen  su  urn 
gefabr  18  Qentb  fur  ben  Dollar.  92id;t  lange  nad;bem  bie  ©eneral=53erfamm- 
lung  ftd;  bertagte,  ftiegen  unfere  Sd;ulbfd;eine  (bonds)  bib  auf  biersig  unb 
fed;b  unb  biersig  (Sentb.  Dieg  mar  obne  3meifel  ber  mabre  ©runb  marum 
ftd;  nid;t  mebr  Staatbeigentbum  berFaufen  lieg.  Db  eb  beffer  fei,  mit  bem53er= 
Fauf  biefer  Sdnbereien  fort$ufal)ren,  unb  bierburd;  ben  fd;mad;en  -Berfud;  fort- 
Sufe^en  einen  £l;eil  ber  Staatbfd;ulb  su  tilgen;  ober  ob  eb  nid;t  beffer  fei,  fie 
bem  53erFauf  borsuentbalten,  bib  3unal;me  ber  2lnfteblung,  unb  ber  allgemeine 
Sortfd;ritt  beb  Sanbeb,  mel;r  92ad;frage  erseugt  unb  il;ren  XBertl;  erbol;t,  ftnb 
Sragett,  meld;e  id;  ber  ©ntfd;eibung  ber©efeBgebung  anbeimftelle. 

Sdl)rt  man  fort,  auf  ber  einen  Seite,  biefeb  Saub  su  berFaufen,  fo  bietet  man 
allerbingb  Denjenigen,  bie  eb  sum  2lnbau  munfd;en,  einen  53ortl;eil,  eb  mitrbe 
frul;er  2lbgaben  sablen,  unb  bie  25efteblung  beb  Sanbeb  murbe  be  fd;leunigt.  2ln= 
berfeitbmdre  eb  moglid;,  bag  follten  unfere  Sd;ulbfd;eine  (bonds)  fallen,  biefeb 
Sanb  auf  Speculation  aufgeFauft  mftrbe.  Sollte  eb  gans  bem  XlcarFt  entsogen 
merben,  fo  ftel;e  id;  nid;t  an  su  glauben,  bag  beffen  XBertl)  ftd;  Diet  rafcger  ber= 
grbgern  mirb,  alb  bie  Staatbfd;ulb  burd;  3unal;me  ber  3  in  fen  oon  bem  S)cil 
berfelben,  meld;en  biefeb  Sanb  su  gegenmdrtigen  ^Dreifen  tilgen  murbe. 

Seitbem  Sal;re  1883  gatFeine  9feoifton,  ober  neue  5)ubliFation  unferer  all- 
gemeinen  Statutar=©efese  jlattgefunben.  Scit  biefer  3eit  ift  cinDrittel  unfereb 
©taateb,  ber  bamalb  nod;  cine  blQilbnig  mar,  beoblFert  morben.  Diefer  Zljcii 
beffelben  gat  nie  eine  ginreid;enbe  2lnsa!;l  unferer  ©efesbfid;er  ergalten,  unb 
felbft  in  bielen  ber  alteren  ^ountieb  ftnb  bie  ©template  ber  Ofeoifton  oon  1883 
felten  gemorben,  unb  Faum  im  DntcF  oorganben.  91id;tb  oielleid;t  forbert  man 
gebieterifd;er  oon  ber  ©efesgebttng  alb  eine  nollftanbige  Dfeoifton  unb  neue 
publication  ber  Statutar=©efese.  Die  meiften  b)aupt=©efese,  oerlangen  mei= 
ner  5Jteinung  nad;  nur  menig  ^feoifton,  Sie  murben  oon  ben  9\id;tern  beb 


6 


(22) 

1©pcllationgerid;t3  mi t  groper  ©orgfalt  abgefapt,  unb  ftnb  fo  bollfommen,  a  13 
man  fte  mo  1)1  nur  im  eiltgen  Grange  einer  Sitting  ber  ©efe$<jebung,  madden 
fohnte.  ©eitbern  aber  ftnb  bon  £eit  311  3eit  ©efe^e  crlafjen  morbcn,  bic  man 
fel)r  bortbeilbaft  berbeflfern  f’onnte;  unb  fo!d;e  53erbefferungen  follten  mol;l  bor= 
!)cr  ftattfinben,  el;e  cine  neuc  publication  autboriftrt  mirb. 

©evmxp  ber  mir  im  lebten  ©bed  bc3  21ften  5lbfd;nitt3  bc3  ©efefe3,  meld;e3 
ben  Xitel  ful)Vt  „dtn  ©efeB  jur  53ollenbung  bed  danal3  bon  $DZid;igan  unb  3U 
linot3,  unb  jur  3  a  blunt]  ber  danalfd;ulb,”  berliebenen  ©emalt,  babe  id;  Dtid;= 
acl  S©an  unb  dl)arle3  Daflet;,  aid  domifiare  angeftellt,  urn  ftd;  nad;  ben©tab= 
ten  bed  Dften3  unb  nad;  CE*uropa  311  oerfugen,  mit  bem  Mu  ft  rag  Untcrbanblun- 
gen  mit  ben  3n^abcrn  bon^llinoib  @taat3fd;ulbfd;cinen  3U  erbjfnen;  unb  babe 
fte  beauftragt  fur  eine  meiterc  Mnleibe  bon  diner  Million  fed;3tnal  l;unbert  tau= 
fenb  Dollar  3m*  d>ollenbung  bed  danal3,  ben  danal  felbft,  bie  ba£u  gebbrigen 
^anbereien  unb  anbereb  digentbum  bed  dan al font) 3  311  berpfanben.  3’ebem 
babe  id;,  3m*  33  eft  reining  feiner  Soften  funftebn  bunbert  Dollar  tjorgejtrecft, 
bon  ben  ©elbern,  bie  id;.bon  ben  bDeremigten  ©taaten,  in  ©emdpbeit  be3  ©e~ 
feBed  bed  dongreflib,  betitelt  „din  ©cfd;  3m*  dkrmcnbung  bed  drlbfeb  au3 
ben  bffentlid;en  £dnbereien,  unb  3ur  93erleil)ung  bon  Dorfauf3rcd;tcn”  erl;al- 
ten  babe.  Dtcp  maren  3m*  3cit  bie  ein5igen  ©elber,  bie  bem  ©taate  gebbrten, 
unb  genug  blieb  nod;  ubrig  bie  fdlligen  Binfen  bed  ©d;ulfonb3  fur  ba3  3al)r 
1842  bbllig  311  begablcn. 

dine  3eit  lang  l;atte  man  gropeipoffnungen  auf  einen  gunjiigen  Mubgang  ber 
Unterbanblungen.  Die  3nl)aber  ber  ©  t  a  a  1 3  f d;  u  1  b  f ;1;  e  in  e  in  duropa  unb  Mme~ 
vifa  berftanben  ftd;  baju  bie  ©umme  bon  bierbunbert  taufenb  Dollar,  $um  25e= 
l;uf  ber  3krmenbung  311111  danalbau  mdbrenb  bed  3al)re3  1844  untcr  gemiffen 
‘Bebingungen  botgu(d;iefen*  dine  berfelbcn  mar,  bap  c3  ftd;  burd;  prufung 
fdbiger  unb  bon  ben  3M)abern  a njuftellenbe'r  Mgcnten,  beraubftellen  follte,  obbte 
Mngaben  ber  Jbemi  Dallet;  unb  3© an,  l)inftd;tlicl;  bed  danalb,  be3  33etrag3  ber 
danalfd;ulb,unb  bed  Mkrtbcb  bed 311  beipfdnbenben  digentbum 3,  mir  11  id;  rid;tig 
feien.  Demgemap  murben  bon ©eiten  ber  genannten  3til;akr ©ouberneur  Dabi3 
unb  dapitain  ©miff,  bon  9Jeafftd;ufctt3, 3met  -Scanner,  bie  il;rer  3ied;tlid;!eit 
unb  il)rer  Xalenfe  megen,  fel;r  l;od;  ftc  fen,  beauftragt,  bie  berlangte  prufung 
an3uftellen.  Dtefe  Derren  unterfud;ten  bie  6ad;e  fel;r  gninbltd;  unb  ftatteten 
cincn  au3ful)rlid;en  23evid;t  ab,  ber  ftd;  fel;r  311  ©unften,  berMngaben  ber  Jperrn 
Daflet;  unb  Sit; an  aubfyrad;.  Die  ©d;ulbfd;ein=3nnbaber  gaben  felbft  311,  bap 
bon  ©el  fen  be3  ©faateb  alle  S3ebingungen  erfullt  morben  feien.  Die  ©id;er~ 
l)cit  mcld;e  ber  Staat  angeboten,  mar  l)inreid;enb  erfunben  morben.  Mbcr  au3 
©runben,  bie  mir  bid  jeiit  unbefannt  ftnb,  tft  ba3  ©elb  nod;  nid;t  be3al;lt  mor= 
ben;  bic  Unter^ekbnungen  (;ur  neuen  ilrncibe)  baben  nicl;t  jiattgefunben,  unb 
moglid;er  Dieife  t’ann  ftd;  bie  gan3e  Unterbanblung  3erfd;lagen. 

'Dtah  (;atte  Jooffnungen  gebegt,  bap  burd;  biefe3  ©efeg  bie  ©taat3glaubiger 
fid;  bemogen  fublen  murben  ba3  danaletgcntbum  3U  ubernebmen,  unb  ben  da^ 
nal  felbft  311  uollenben,  ol)ne  meitere  ©arantie  ber  3al)lung  oon  ©eiten  bed  ©taa- 
ted,  unb  o(;ne  neue  ilnlciben.  Diefed  digentbum  gel>brt  red)tlid;er  ISeife  un= 
fren  ©laubigern,  fur  mitllid;  bargeliel;ene3  ©elb.  Da  ber  danal  aber  nod;  3ur 
3eit  unbeenbigt  i|t,  fo  murbe  i  1; n c n  btc3  digentbum  oon  gerirtgem  StuSjen 
fet;n.  fatten  mir  ibnen  Mop  einellebertragimg  be3digentl)um3  in  feinem  \zi\u 
gen  3uftanb  oorgefd;lagen,  ol)ne  ibnen  bie  S3tad;t  ein3uraumen  ba3  Xcgonnene 
3U  oollenbcn,  fo  murben  mir  meiner  feinting  nad;  fomol;!  gegen  fte,  al3  gegetx 
ben  ©taat  bod; ft  ungercd;t  gebanbelt  baben.  3)tan  glaiibte  in  PJabrbeit,  bap 
bie  oorgefd;lagenc  IBcife  ben  ©Canal  311  oollcnben  ben  ©laubigern  nid;t  meniger 
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aB  unb  fei,  ba  baburd;  bent  ^fanbe  felbft,  meld;eb  man  f&r  fritbere 

©cfyutben  gegeben  b^tte,  ein  intmer  fteigenber  unb  probuctiner  $Sertb  gegeben 
murbe. 

Sollten  biefe  Unterbanblungen,  mie  eb  ben  9lnfd;ein  bat,  ft d;  3erfd;lagen,  fo 
befinben  mil*  unb  alter  bingb  in  einer  Sage,  bte  eber  biegebljd;lagung  alb  bab®er 
lingen  eine6  neuen  spianeb  ermarten  lagt. 

S3on  einev  Seite  bat  man  norgefd;lagen,  bie  Stegierung  ber  9ger.  Staaten  um 
cine  meitere  Sdjenfung  non  Sanb  anjugeben;  anbererfeitb,  ben  Songreg  um  cine 
birefte  ©elbnermilligung  ju  erfud;en*  inhere  mieberunt  netlaffen  ftd;  auf  ben 
Slntbeil,  ber  bent  Staate  aub  bem  Sri bg  ber  bffentlid;en  Sdnbereien  ber  $8erei- 
nigten  Staaten  3ufbmmt.  S5egen  alle  biefe  ^lane  laffen  ftd),  mie  eb  mir  fd;eint 
unmtberlegbare  Sinmenbungen  mad;en. 

Die  nor3uglid;ften  Stride  Sanbeb  im  Staate,  ftnb  bereitb  beraubgefud;t  mor- 
ben.  Die  210,000  S)iorgen  Sanb,  meld;e  mir  in  1842  aubgemdblt  b<*ben,  ftnb 
befferer  -D.ualitdt,  aB  jet;t  nod;  meld;eb  311  ft'nben  mare*  Seit  bem  Ie3ten  2{pril 
mar  biefeb  Sanb  sum  ©erfauf  aubgefe^t,  unb  bB  jeBt  ift  nod;  menig  nerfauft, 
moburd;  eb  ftd;  beutlid;  ermeift,  bag  ber  53er!auf  biefeb  Sanbeb  3U  lartgfam  nor 
ftd;  gebt,  um  23au=Unternebmer  (contractors)  311  ermutbigen,  ben  S3au  311  be= 
ginnen  unb  fort3ufet;en.  Der  Slntbetl  bcb  Staateb  aub  bem  C^rlbb  nom  ^Ber= 
fauf  ber  Sanbereicn  ber  $8er*  Staaten  ig  ein  gar  geringer  23etrag,  menu  mir 
ibn  mit  ber  Surnnte  nergleid;en,  meld;e  ber  S3au  erl)eifd;t,  unb  mirb  jabrlid) 
burd;  ben  53erfauf  biefer  Sanbercien  fleiner  merben.  2$ab  unb  aub  biefem  2lm 
tbeil  ermdd;ft,  mitrbe,  bireft  fur  ben  (Sana!  nermenbet,  benfelben  erg  in  fed;b= 
3ebn  Sabre  nollenben,  unb  follte  biefer  23etrag  3ur  Dedung  unb  Sid;erung  ber 
Sntrejfen  einer  neuen  2lnleil;e  angeboten  merben,  fo  murbe  felbft  biefeb  5lnerbie- 
ten  menig  nut^en,  ba  eb  fo  ungemig  ift  ob  bab  £krtf)eilungbgefeB,  meld;eb  nom 
Songreg  jeben  Slugenblid  aufgeboben  merben  f’ann,  lange  Stanb  bait,  unb  ber 
unb  jufommenbe  SSetrag  ber  O^atur  ber  Sad;e  nad;  ftd;  jabrlid;  nerminbern 
mug.  50?an  fann  ftd;  faurn  norgellen,  bag  Capital  t  gen  auf  fold;e  Sid;erl)eit 
bin,  ©elb  leiben  murben. 

©egen  bie  birette  S)elb=53ermilligung  non  Seiten  beb  Songreffeb  lagen  ftd; 
ebenfalB  Sinmenbungen  mad;en.  (5b  ift  jmar  magr,  bag  ber  Songreg  burd; 
SJertrag  mit  unferrn  Staate  gebalten  ift,  bie  DtationaBStrage  3U  bauen;  unb 
menu  eb  mbglid;  mare,  ®elb  ba3u,  unb  3U  einigen  anbern  Slnlagen  non  nation 
neller  2Sid;tigfeit,  mie  unfern  Sanal,  bie  bpdfen  an  ben  grogen  norblid;e  'Seen, 
bem  ^Otiflfiglppi  fluflfe,  unb  feinen  bebeutenben  Dlebenftromen,  311  nermenben, 
menn  biefeb  mbglid;  mare,  obne  bag  nid;t  gleid;  jeber  anbere  ^I)ei(  unferer  UnU 
on  auf  dl)nlid;e  unb  grbgcre  ©elbnermenbung  3lnfprud;  mad;te;  unb  obne  bag 
ein  befted;lid;eb  (5ombination=St)ff^m  inb  Spiel  gebrad;t  mitrbe;  obne  bag  rud- 
ftd;tblofe  unb  aubfd;meifenbe  ©ermilligungen  blog  ju  bem  3mede  gemad;t  mur- 
ben,-um  (Songreg  5)titgliebern  in  ibrer  i)eimatb  ?BolBgunft  311  nerfd;ajfen,  fo 
fonnte  man  freilid;  Bine  erl)eblid;en  Sinmenbungen  mad)en.  5lber  menn  mir 
unb  nor  Stmab  3U  furd;ten  baben,  fo  ift  eb  gerabe  bab,  bag  ber  dongregjritber 
ober  fpdter  ftd;  auf  ein  allgemeineb,  ungC3ugelteb  unb  aubfd;meifenbeb  d;ftem 
nonStaatbanlagen  einldgt,  moburd;  bann,  follte  bab  ^ombinationbrSpftem  (log- 
rolling)  einiger  Staaten  angenommcn  merben,  unfere  ^entral-Otegierung  balb 
burd;  Sd;ulben  ftd;  aufreiben  mitrbe,  mie  eb  biefe  unglttdlid;e  Staaten  getban 
baben.  5Bir  Bnnen  unb  barauf  nerlajfen,  bag  follte  biefeb  Sngem  im  Son= 
greffe  mieber  inb  Seben  gerufen  merben,  bie  93iitglieber  bort  eben  fo  febr  auf 
Slttbbebnung  begelben  uber  bab  ganje  Sanb  bringen  murben,  alb  eb  bie  SDiit= 
glieber  unferer  eignen  ©cfe3gebung  getban  bdbcn.  S^bcr  murbe  ftreben  fur  fei- 
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tie  9xeprdfentirten  fo  oiel  3u  tbun,  aid  in  feiner  ©ad; t  gdnbe,  nid;t  nur  um 
feine  patriotifd;e  Stebe  fur  beren  ?J3efte^  an  ben  X ag  3U  legen,  fonbern  oielletdm 
nad;  bfter,  um  feine  eigne  23eliebtbeitbeim  93  ol?  ju  erbbben*  3eber  vourbe  fu= 
d)en  fur  bie  94ad;barfd;aft  feined  eignen  ©obnftljed,  ober  fur  irgenb  einen  Slug 
ober  ©trage,  bie  ibn  intreglrt  etmad  $u  tbun,  unb  jeber  murbe  ftd;  fd;dmen 
in  ben  $reid  feiner  ©itburger  juritcfyufebren,  obne  ein  ©tud  33eute  aud  bem 
allgemeinen  ©ebrdnge  mit  nad;  *£>aud  ju  bringen* 

©dbrenb  einerunferer^rdftbenten  an  ber©pil^eber  Siegierung  ganb,  t>erorbne= 
te  man  cine  93ermegung  unb  entmarf  etnen^lan  fur  ©taatdanlagen,  begenSlud- 
fubrung  uber  bunbert  ©illionen  dollar  gefoget  bctben  murbe.  ©are  bad 
burd;gegattgen,  fo  murbe  man  ben  ^Olan  oon  3eit  311  gett  ermeitert  baben,  bid 
3uleBt  bie  93ereinigten  ©taaten  fo  rettunglod  in  ben  iKuin  geflur^t  morben  ma¬ 
re,  in  bem  mie  man  oermutbet  unfer  eigner  ©taat  ftd;  \tbx  beftnbet,  g,um 
©lucfe  fur  unfer  93aterlar.b,  marb  biefer  gefdbrlid;e  gDlan  burd;  bie  barauffol- 
genbe  Sxegierung  mit  ©IM  angegriffen,  unb  oernid;tet.  3d;  nenne  ibn  gefdbr= 
ltd;,  meil  er  augenfd;einlid;  jueiner  grogen  91ationalfd;ulb  fubrte;  eine©d;ulb, 
bie  fobalb  mir  fte  gemacbt,  bie  gan3e  Nation  in  ibrer  finanjiellen  ©irffamfeit 
bemmt,  unb  und  gefegelt  unb  gef’nebelt  ber  ©nabe  frember  ©dcbte^reid 
gibt* 

©enn  man  uber  biefen  ©egenganb  eine  begimmte  feinting  fagen  mid,  fo 
mug  man  ftd;  jebergeit  erinnern,  bag  ed  ber  25unbed=0xegierung  allein  obliegt, 
dlrieg  311  fubren,  unb  im  3lllgemeinen  und  gegen  ^Ingriffe  oon  3iugen  3U  uer= 
tbeibigen.  Die  ein3elnen  ©taaten  fonnen  meber  ,ftrieg  fubren,  nod;  bad  £anb 
oertbeibigen*  ©ie  mbgen  alle  in  3al)lungdfabigem  ©tanbe  fet;n,  unb  bod;  mur= 
be  ibre  Sablungdfabigfeit  nid;t  $ur  93ertbeibigung  bed  Sanbed  benu^t  merben 
fbnnen*  ©ir  fonnen  bierin  allein  auf  bie  ©entral-Stegierung  bauen,  unb  fold 
te  biefe,  bie  allein  und  3U  sertbeibigen  l;at,  burd;©d;ulbenlaft  geldbmt  unb  rui= 
nirt  merben,  fei  ed  nun  burd;  93erfd;menbung  ber  ©infunfte,  burd;  93ertbeilung 
bed  ©rlbfed  tmm  93erfauf  bed  ©taatdlanbed,  burd;  Uebernabme  ber  ©d;ulben 
ein$elner  ©taaten,  ober  burd;  ein  oerberblid;ed  ©pgern  oon  ©taatd^lnlagen,  fo 
merben  mir  mit  £eid;tigfeit  bad  £)pfer  ber  europdifd;en  Dlationen;  unb  ed  fann 
ftd;  nid;t  feblen,  bag  mir  fte  bann  bei  jeber©elegenbeit  mo  ed  gmigigfeiten  gibt, 
ibre  glotten  an  unfere  Mften  fenben  fefjen  merben,  bag  mir  ed  feben  mttgen, 
mie  fte  unfere  ©tdbte  befd;iegen,  unb  und  3U  fd;mdblid;en  griebendfd;luflfen 
Smingen,  mie  fte  ed  fo  oft  mit  ber  fd;mad;en  Sxegierung  t>on  ©evifo  unb  ben 
obnmdd;tigen  Svepublifen  oon  ©ub-3lmerifa  gemad;t  baben* 

£)iefe  23eifpiele,  unb  oieleanbere  bon  fd;mad;en9fationen  3eigen  und  lebbaft, 
mie  man  und  tmn  ©eiten  ber  ftolgen,  bod;fabrenben  unb  Ungered;tigfeit  uben 
ben  97ationen  ©uropad,  beren  3\ed;t  in  ibrer  ?D?adl>t  begel;t,  mitfpielen  murbe, 
menu  mir  auf  biefe  ©eife  bie^lationad^raft  unfered  Sanbed  fd;mdd;en  murben. 

©dift  allerbingd  mal)r,  bag  mir  mdbrenb  bed  legten  ^rieged  mit©rog  ^Srita^ 
nien,  eine  i)lationad©d;ulb  batten*  .X)amald  inbegen  ftanb  und  nod;  faft  ailed 
©taatdlanb  311  ©ebot,  burd;  5Berfdufe  nod;  menig  geminbert*  5i}lillionen  biefed 
Sanbed  murbe  ben  ©olbaten  uerlieben,  bie  ftd;  unter  unfere  gal)ne  ftellten,  unb 
bie  ganse  ©age  bed  Sanbed  murbe  fur  bie  2lnleiben,  bie  jur  ^riegdfubrung 
notbig  maren,  uerpfdnbet*  2)ied  mar  eine  reid;e  §ulfdquelle*  ©ie  baud;te 
ber  ©d;mdd;e  ^traft  ein,  unb  oerl)inberte  bie  2luflegung  bof;er  ©teuern*  ©eit 
biefer  3eit  ift  bad  bege  £anb  oerfauft  morben,  unb  notbmenbiger  ©eife  mttgen 
bie  bBerfdufe  ind  funftige  ftd;  oerminbern*  ©d  ig  bat)er  um  fo  mebr  notbig 
feine  neue  ©d;ulb  auffommen  3U  lagen* 
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©b  ig  fewer  mabr,  bag  ©rog  23ritanien  cine  groge  ©taatbfd)ulb  bat,  voelc^e 
nidE>t6  begomeniger  ibm  erlaubt  bie  aubgebebntegen  $riege  311  ffibren.  Wilber 
mie  yerfd)ieben  ig  unfere  SRegierung  yon  ber  ©nglanbb.  ©emalt  regirt  bort 
nad)  Snrten  unb  nad)  2lugen,  yon  ben  23ajonetten  yon  ©olblingen  untergul^t, 
rooburd)  allein  eb  mbglid)  ig,  burd)  bie  yerbagtegen  unbmtgebeuergen©teuern, 
bie  nur  ein  Sanb  beimfud;en  Fbnnen,  ben  lenten  23igen  23robb  yor  bem  9ftunbe 
barbenber  2lrmutl)  megjurauben.  3n  unferrn  £anbe  berrfd)t  bie  ©emalt  ber 
bgentlid)en  ^Reinung,  bie  SKegierung  ift  auf  ben  ©runbfa^  gebaut,  ftd)  frei= 
millig  ben  ©efegen  $u  untermerfen.  2Bir  ftnb  ein  freieb  SSolF,  meld)eb  ftd)  nie 
fold)e  £agen  a'ufbfirben  lagt,  fo  lange  unfere  greibeit  befte bt.  golgen  mir 
bem  23eifyiel  ©nglanbb  unb  belaften  unb  mit  einer  grogen  [Rationalfd)ulb,  fo 
muflfen  mir  aud)  feinent  SSeifpiel  im  fibrigen  Sftegierungbfygeme  folgen.  Denn 
nur  eine  9J?onard)ie  auf  bie  S3ayonette  einer  gemietbeten  ©olbatebFa  gegfijt, 
mare  jemalb  im  ©tanbe  yon  bem  freien  23olFe  biefer  fBereinigten  ©taaten  fol= 
d)e  2lbgaben  beraub^uyregen. 

2113  einen  ©inmanb  gegen  alle  biefe  iD^agregeln  fonnte  man  nod;  beroor  beben, 
bag  eb  ungemig  unb  jebengallb  febr  meit  aubfebenb,  mie  bei  alien  biefen©acben, 
fet,  mie  ber  ©ongreg  bierin  banbeln  merbe,  unb,  2llleb  jufanten  betrad)tet,  mag 
id;  mob l  bebauyten  magen,  bag  fte  alleju  unjuyerlafftg  ftnb*  ©ab  micb 
anbetrijft,  fo  babe  id)  Feine  neue  ?0?agregel  yorjufdgagen,  aber  eb  mirb  mir  yiel 
greube  gemdbren  mit  ber  ©eneralyerfammlung  in  irgenb  einem  ^)lane  ttber= 
ein  jugimmmen,  ber  bie  23eenbigung  biefeb  grogen  3BerFeb  (beb  ©analb)  $um 
BmecFe  bat. 

Dab  ©rgebungbmefen,  fomeit  eb  burd)  25olB-@d)ulen  (common  schools)  be- 
jmecFt  mirb,  ifl  notbmenbigermeife  ein  ©egenganb  3bvtr  2lufmerF famfeit.  ©3 
ift  yon  groger  2Bid)tigFeit  auf  bie  SBoblfa&rt  beb  SSolfeb.  23on  ber  gebbrigen 
s)i)gege  biefeb  ©egenftanbeb  bdngt  mefentlid)  bie  Dauer  eineb  erleud)teten  grei= 
gaateb  ab,  unb  fte  ig  nbtbig  urn  unfere  bemoFratifd)en  ©inridgungen  gebbrig  unb 
rid)tig  burd)3ufubren.  S3ib  jel)t  ig  nod)  Fein  ©ygern  in  biefer  $inftd)t  aufge= 
ftelll  morben,  meld)eb  bab  $MF  jufrieben  gegellt  bat,  ober  meldgb  in  alien  £bei5 
ien  beb  ©taateb  mit  2BirFfamFeit  aubgefitbrt  morben  ig.  23i3  je(3t  bat  man 
nod)  3U  menig  gati|tifd)e  ober  uberbaupt  23elebruttg  yon  bem  mirFlid)en  d'ingug 
begebenber  ©efe^e  fiber  biefen  ©egenganb  gefammelt,  urn  bie  @)efe3gebung  ju 
befdbigen  biefe  <£>ad)e  auf  eine  mabrbaft  erleud)tete  5©eife  jum  0egenganb  il)- 
rer  XbatigFeit  ju  mad)en.  2!}?an  follte  Vittel  ergreifen,  belebrenben  ©tog^u 
fammeln.  2lnt  begen  bunFt  e3  mir,  mttrbe  e3  feyn,  menn  beibe  yerel)rlid)en 
dpdufer  ber  ©efe^gebung  einen  2lgenten  angellten,  ber  ^)gid)ttreue  mit  gd= 
bigFeit  fur  bie  2lufgabe  yerbdnbe;  begen  2lmt  e3  mare  jebe3  bounty,  ja  mo 
mbglid)  jeben  SigriFt  im  bounty  ju  befud)en,  unb  biefe  23elel)rung  jum^egen 
bet*  ©efe^gebung  ju  fammeln;  ferner  burd)  6gentlid)e  23orlefungen  ober  an- 
bere  Vittel  bie  ibm  ju  ©ebote  geben,  e3  ftd)  jum  25egreben  ju  macben  bent®ol- 
Fe  bie  unenblid)e  5Bid)tigFeit  ber  ^inberer^iebung  einjuyrdgen.  ©in  fold)er 
2lgent  mugte  freilid)  einer  jener  feltenen  5}tenfd)en  feyn,  begabt  mit  ^alenten, 
©ifer  unb  Umftd)t  be3  l)bd)gen  ©rabe3.  Die  23ermenbung  yon  ©elb  fur  bie 
©rfd)agung  einer  fold)en  ©telle,  menn  fi'e  getreulid)  unb  mit  ©ifer  gebanbbabt 
mttrbe,  murbe  yom  23olFe  gemig  gut  gebeigen  merben,  tnbem  e3  grogere  23or? 
tbeile  bayonjieben  mttrbe,  alb  yon  jeber  anberen  23erau3gabung.  Unb  follten 
fte  bafur  aud)  begeuert  merben,  fo  mttrben  fte  bod)  fulgen,  bag  fte  biefe  ©teuer 
ju  ben  allernttl3lid)gen  3mecfen  ge^ablt  baben. 

SBdbrenb  beb  lenten  ©ommerb  ereigneten  ftd)  in  bJancocF  ©ounty  erngbafte 
Unorbnungen.  Die  Urfad)en  unb  golgen  biefer  Unruben,  fo  mie  ber  d?ergang 
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ber  oerfcbiebenen  barauS  entfpringenben  35egebenf)etten  merbe  icb  3$nen  in  eU 
nem  fpeciellen  23erid;t  uorlegen* 

@benfo  merbe  id;  3|nen  fpeciell  ntittl;eilen,  \va$  id)  aB  ginanj  Qommigfdr 
(Fund  Commissioner,)  {’raft  rneineS  QlmteS  aB  ©ouoerneur,  {)inftd;tlid;  ber$3e~ 
ricbtigung,  ©inl’afifirung,  unb  ^lu^be^ablung  bon  3lu6ganben  unb  0d;ulben, 
unb  uberbaupt  binftd;tlicl;  be£  0taaBeigentl)ume3  getban  babe* 

Die  @ompagnien,  bie  bei  ber  lenten  @t^ung  einen  greibrief  evbielten,  um 
bie  @entral=@ifenbabn  (bon  @airo  nad;  ©alena)  unb  bie  9Rbrblid;e  burcblreu= 
jenbe  23al)n  bon  ©pringftelb  nad;  ben  Dggren^en  bes>  0taate£  ju  bollenben, 
ftnb  biy  je^t  ben  berfd;iebenen  ©efejen,  benen  fte  ibre  ©ntgebung  berbanfen, 
nod;  nid;t  nad;gef’ommen* 

G'benfo  rnenig  baben  vQ?acaliger  unb  0tebbiny  bem  ©efe^e  ©enuge  getban, 
weld;e§  erlaflen  mnvbe,  um  ibve  3M;nung  mit  bem  0taat  iny  9\etne  ju  brim 
gen,  unb  e6  tft  fe^t  siemtid;  gewig,  bag  e£  nie  in  ibrer  5D?ad;t  ganb,  nod;  je 
fteben  roirb,  fold;ey  $u  tbun*  Die  0taat$fd;ulbfd;eine,  meld;e  fte  bem  0taate 
jurucfjugeben  borgefd;lagen  batten,  maren  $ur  $tit,  unb  ftnb  je^t  nid;t  ibver 
^evfttgung  untermorfen*  5ttan  mirb  ftd;  evinnevn,  bag  biefe  0d;ulbfcbeine  an 
Sfftacaliger  unb  0tebbiny  berbppotbecirt  rcurben,  unb  bag  unfev  ginan34lgent 
bie  0umme  bon  jmei  Jpimbert  ein  unb  fed;$$ig  £aufettb  Dollar  barauf  evbielt, 
um  bie  balbjabvigen  am  lgen  3uli  1841  falligen  Jinfen  unferer  0taat$fd;ulb 
ju  jafgen*  Diefe  0d;eine  rourben  non  ibnen  gleid;  roieber  meiter  berln;potbe= 
civt  um  ba$  bem^lgenten  borgefcboffene  ©elb  aufjubringen,  unb  ftnb  biefe  0d;ei= 
ne  feitbem  immer  ibrer  $8erfugung  ent^ogen  gewefen* 

Die  3nbaber  biefer  0d;eine  fine  ju  fobiel  bered;tigt,  alu  fte  wirflief;  barauf 
uorgefd;offen  baben*  S3B  je£t  baben  fte  ey  aber  nod;  niebt  fur  geeignet  gefun= 
ben,  biefelben  $ur  Sablung  $u  praferttiren,  me  ei?  Day  le^tgenannte  (55cfet^  bor= 
fd;reibt;  unb  biele  biefer  0d;eine  ftnb  in  ben  53er{el;r  gebrad;t,  unb  non  >teit 
$u  geit,  me  anbere  0cl;eine,  berfauft  morbett* 

Da$  biSberige  ©erid;Bberfaffung3=0t;gem  bat  ftd;  in  einigen  Sb^ilen  beS 
<©taate$  aly  nid;t  au3reid;enb  $u  einer  gebbrigen  jjanbbabung  ber  ©ei*ed;tig= 
f’eit6  =  ^(Tege,  ermefen,  befonbery  in  Goof  Gountt;*  Die  0tabt  Chicago,  bie 
barin  liegt,  bat  fo  an  ©efcl;dfBberfebr  unb  $3ebblferung  jugenommen,  ba§  e6 
nbtlgg  erfd;eint,  bag  ein  ©evid;t  fag  ba8  ganje  3abv  in  ©il^ung  fep*  @e= 
genwartig  bilbet  (^oo!  mit  nod;  fteben  anbere  (^ountiey  einen  ©eridbtSbe^irf* 
Chicago  entbalt  ungefdbr  jmolftaufenb  Sinmobner;  eo  liegt  am  ?)tid;jgan 
See,  unb  fein  53erf’ebr  ift  in  2Bid;tigfeit  unb  feinern  2Befen  nacb,  bem  einer  0ee^ 
bafen-0tabt  gleid;*  &§  ijl  ber  Durd;gang^pun{te  ju  Sanb  unb  ju  Laffer  fur 
2llle3  \va$  non,  unb  nad;  bem  norblid;en  unfereS  0taate»3,  bem  fubli= 
d;en  Stbeil  bon  2Bi$fonjtn,  unb  cinem  ^b^d  bon  bem  ^erritorium  bon 
3oma  gebt*  3ln  einem  fold;en  ?)l at^e  mug  e»  mebr  ^rojege  geben,  unb 
muflen  mebr  S5evbred;er  jur  $aft  fommen,  al6  e^  unter  einer  gleid;en 
S5ebblferung,  bie  aber  unter  berfebiebenen  Umftanbe  lebt,  §u  erwarten 
(lebt*  Die^  i|l  immer  ber  gall  in  alien  regfamen  unb  beboli’erten  0tdbten* 
Die  0tabt  @t*  Souiy,  meld;e  meniger  ati  bretmal  fo  biel  Sinmoboer  sdblt  (aB 
(Chicago)  bat  fajl  beftdnbig  brei  ®erid;te  in  ©itjung,  um  9ied;t^gefd)dfte  ab^u= 
tbun,  unb  bod;  ubergeigt  bieg  bie  25eburfnige  ber  bovtigen  SSebblferung  nid;t* 
3cb  erlaube  mir  baber  bie  (E*inrid;tung  eine^  befonbern  ©erid;t$bofe6  im<2oum 
tp  doot  unb  ber  ©tabt  ^bivago,  an^uempfeblen,  ber  mit  bem  SSejirB-Oericbt 
concurrirenbe  3uri6biction  au^uuben  babe*  Day  jeBige  0t;gem  bat  fo  menig 
auygereid;t,  bag  bie  bortige  93ebblf’erung  in  golge  beifen  feit  mebren  3al)ven 
fag  aller  ©ered;tigfeitypgege  entbel;rt  bat*  vBerbaftete  mugten  oft  langc  unb 
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Idjlige  (Defangenfd;aft  aubbalten,  ebc  fte  megen  bev  DSevgeben,  beven  nian  fte 
angeFlagt  batte,  t>ov  ©evid;t  geftcUt  mevben  Fonnten,  unb  bab  ©ounh;  I>at  fo 
biele  Soften  gebabt  urn  fold;e  (Defangenen  511  bevpflegen,  mie  eb  nod;  in  feinem 
anbcvn  ©ounti;  bovgeFommen  ifi* 

53ielleid;t  ftnben  ftd;  anbere  ^beile  beb  ©taateb  in  einev  abnlid;en  brucfem 
ben  Sage*  3(1  biep  bev  gad,  fo  mivb  biep  bev  (Deneval  =  53evfammlung  nid;t 
fremb  fei;n,  unb  bem  Uebel  follte  buvd;  ©vvid;tnng  bon  neuen  (Devid;tbl)bfen, 
nad;  53ebuvfnip  bey  53olFeb  gejleuevt  mevben* 

Die  ©inFunfte  bey  ©taatb  fur  bab  3al;r  1844  ftnb  bom  QluMtov  auf  $150, 
000  gcfdjdlst,  mobon  nod;  fein  Dbeil  eingenommen  movben  ijt*  ©b  tft  nod; 
aupevbem  an  Duufftdnben  fvuberev  3al)te  bie  ©umme  bon  $59,804  fallig*  Die 
mabvfd;einlid;en  UnFoften  fur  dbfd;dl5en  unb  ©innebmen  bon  bem,  may  je^t  an 
ben  ©taat  fallig  ifl,  ftnb  su  $18,000  gefd;dl3t  movben;  unb  bon  bev  ganjen 
©umme,  im  SSetvag  bon  $209,804,  jel^t  fallig,  mag  bib  sum  evften  Funfs 
tigen  Dflianb  bie  ©umme  bon  $100,000  eingenommen  unb  einbesablt  mevben* 
Die  ©infunfte  fuv  bie  3al;ve  1§45  unb  1846  mevben  ungefd(;v  urn  $5,000  je. 
bey  3abr  sune(;men* 

dm  lenten  Slften  October  maven  $aj]en  dnmeifungen  (warrants  on  the  Trea¬ 
sury)  su  bem  33etvage  bon  $22,882;  nod;  nid;t  eingelofF,  unb  am  felben  Datum 
mar  einUebevfcbup  bon  $11,788  66  ©tb.  im  ©d;a§* 

Dev  bovvdtbige  D3etvag,  mab  jeBt  fallig,  unb  mab  miv  einsunebmen  ermavten, 
ift  Faum  mel)v  alb  l)inveid;enb,  felbp  bei  bev  gvbpten  ©infd;vdnFung  bie  laufem 
ben  dubgaben  bev  ©taatb-Diegievung,  bie  3nteve(fen  bon  bem  ©d;uUgonb,  unb 
bie  dubgaben  bev  jel^igen  (Deneval=53evfammlung  su  bepveiten* 

53on  bev  aupevovbentlid;en  ©taatb  fol;ulb,  meld;e  fuv  ben  ©anal  unb  anbere 
©taatbanlagen  gemad;t  muvbe,  ftnb  feit  bem  evften  3uli  1841  Feine  Jinfen  be- 
Sat;lt;  aud;  ift  juv  D3esal)tung  bevfelben  Fein  (Defes  gemad;t  movben*  Die  ©5vb= 
pe  biefev  ©d;ulb,  bevglid;en  mit  ben  Dditteln  bey  ©taatb  l;at  bay  53olF  fovt- 
mdbvenb  in  ©d;vecfen  gefest>  ©b  bat  in  bev  guvd;t  bov  bvucfenben  ©teuern 
gelebt*  Daffelbe  muvbe  bon  folcl;en,  bie  fonft  bielleid;t  in  ben  ©taat  eingeman^ 
bevt  maven,  befuvd;tet*  Die  bei  bev  lenten  DBabl  abgegebenen  ©timmen  seugen 
bon  einem  nuv  gevingen  3umad;b  imfevev  53eb6lFevung  feit  1840;  unb  eb  ijl  ti¬ 
ne  D(;atfad;e,  su  offenFunbig  urn  fte  su  bevbeimlid;en,  bap  nid;tb  aly  bie  veine 
UnmOglid;Feit,  (Dvunbeigentbum  su  mu’dupevn,  bie  fd;nelle  dbnabme  unfever 
©inmobnev$dbl  bevbinbevt  bat*  Die  angvensenben  (Debiete  fallen  ftd;  auf  um 
fere  UnFopcn  mit  ©inmobnevn  an*  Unfve  fd;bnen,  glucFlid;en  Dage  ftnb  bovu- 
bev,  ba  ftd;  bie  D3ebolfevung  in  menigen  3abven  bevboppelte;  ba  bev  D5uvger, 
menn  ev  mebv  Sanb  be  fag,  aly  ev  fuv  dnbau  bebuvfte,  obev  menu  ev  ben  ©taat 
bevlaffen,  obev  bon  einem  Dl;eil  bey©taatey  su  einem  anbevn  sieben  moll  to,  baf= 
felbe  fuv  baavey  ©elb  bevfaufen  Fonnte*  ^ISay  bat  biefen  3uftanb  bev  Dinge 
berbovgebvad;t?  2Saren  eb  bobe  ©teuevn?  Die  in*  ©y  mav  allein  bieguvd;t  bov 
benfelben*  DBav  eb  bielleid;t,  meil  man  unb  (Delb  abgesmdngt  unb  unfeve 
3nbuftvie  befteuevt  batte?  Dlid;t  ein  ©ent  unfevev  ©taatbfd;ulb  ift  bib  jelgt  burd; 
©teuevauflage  besablt  movben*  3m  ©egentbeil  unfve  dbgaben  fur  ©taatb= 
Smed’e  ftnb  bveimal  gevingev,  alb  in  bem  gvopen  unb  blubcnben  ©taat  Ol)io* 
Dlid;tbbejtomenigev  gebtObio  mit  bib  jeBt  une we id;te v  © d;nell igle i t  feinev  (Dvo= 
pe  entgegen,  mabvenb  miv  blop  buvd;  bie  ftavve  §uvd;t  bov  Uebel  gcldbmt 
mevben,  obgleid;  Fein  fold;eb  Uebel  mivFlid;  bovbanben  iff. 

Ddufd;ungcn  bev  ©inbilbungbFvaft,  D3efuvd;tigungen,  bunFele  58 ov ft ellungen 
bie  beb  53olFe  begt,  bvitcFen  fcbmev  mie  ein  dip  auf  feinev  d3ol)l faint*  Die 
SP3ivFlid;Feit  felbft  Fann  nie  fo  fuvd;tevlid;,  fo  evfd;vecFlid;  fei;n,  alb  bie  unbe- 
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jlimmten  traum^aften^antaftegebilbe,  roetc^e  bie  Mogegurd;t  oor  einem  tinge- 
fannten  nie  bagemefenen  Uebel  iu  bent  (Mffe  ber  Sftenfcfyen  beroorruft. 

$Benn  man  bie  ®rbge  biefeh  Uebelh  beffintmen,  unb  ben  eingebilbeten  ©d;re- 
cfen  t>erfd;eud;en  fbnnte,  unb  menn  man  in  ber  offentlid;cn  feinting,  l)ter  fo 
mie  an  anbevn  £)rten,  ^Bertrauen  erregen  fbnnte,  bag  mit  ©ered;tigfeit  t>erfab- 
ren,  unb  feme  Unterbrucfung  berfud;t  merben  foil;  fo  rnbgen  mir  mit  (Mmb 
einer  Onicffebr  eineh  beffern  3uffanbeh  entgegen  feben.  Sie  23emobner  un fe¬ 
tch  eignen  ©taateh  murben  mit  (lifer  if)t  ©eft-baft  berfolgen,  unb  mit  -Bertram 
en  ibren  ©runb  unb  23oben  oerbeffern;  grembe  mtirben  nad;  bem  ©taate 
ge^ogen,  unb  Sigentbum  in  fuller  urn  ben  bo^elten  SSertl;  ffeir 
gem  ©efd;iel)t  aber  bon  biefem  nid;th,  fo  merben  bie^efurcbtungenbie^emol;- 
net  megtreiben,  fobalb  fte  il)r  Sigentbum  berdugern  fbnnen;  unb  alle  moblbfl- 
benbe  Sinmanberer  merben  unh  meiben,  unb  nad;  irgenb  einem  ber  £erritorien 
jieben.  $bnnten  mir  bennod;  einen  3umad;h  ermarten,  fo  wurbe  er  ftd;erlid; 
auh  bem  Sluhmurf  ber  23ebblferung  anberer  ©taaten  beffeben;  auh  9Q?enfd;en,. 
bie  nur  ju  geminnen  unb  nid;th  511  berlieren  batten;  bie,  ol)ne  biel  2ld;tung 
fur  il;ren  eignen  Sbarafter,  ftd;  urn  bie  S'bre  unb  ben  9\uf  beh  £>rth,  ben  fie  ge- 
mdblt,  nid;t  fummern. 

£)ie  bloge  gurd;t  alfo  bor  boben  ©teuern,  unb  nid;t  bah  mirflid;e  S3effel)en 
berfelben,  if f  allein  ©d;ulb  an  unfrer  ublen  Sage*  Sffiie  notbmenbig  iff  eh  beh- 
balb,  bag  bie  gan$e  Jpbbe  unb  £iefe,  Sdnge  unb  SSreite  beh  gefurd;teten  Uebelh 
genau  beftimmt,  unb  augenblieflid;  unb  auf  immer  befeitigt  merbe. 

$Bah  mit  aud;  immer  tbun  rnbgen,  fo  follte  eh  in  Sinflang  mit  ben  ©runb- 
fdl^en  beh  naturlid;en  3\ed;th  (feben*  9Jian  follte  feine  erbruefenben  ©teuern 
auflegen*  ©oil  ein  £ilgungh=gonb  errid;tet  merben,  fo  follte  biefeh  in  ber 
53eife  gefd;eben,  bag  er  im  sDerl)dItltg  ber  fuuftigen  93oblfabrt  beh  Sanbeh 
mad;fe,  unb  bag  menn  gleid;  anfangh  Hein,  bie5luhftd;t  borl;anben  mare  bag,  er 
binnen  einer  gebbrigen  ftd;  fo  uermebren  tonne,  urn  bem  Jmecf  $u  ent= 
fpred;en.  Sh  follte  eine  5)?agregel  fein,  mit  ber  bah  $Bolfh  jufrieben  ift  unb 
ber  eh  ftd;  mit  greuben  untermirft,  unb  bie  in  ber  3ufunft  nid;t  alh  ein  politis 
tifd;eh  ©teefenpferb  gebraud;t  merben  fann.  $eine  feinblid;e  vfRagregel  ober 
^Partei  follte  ftd;  bagegen  auffebnen.  SDftt  einem  5Borte,  bah,  mah  gefd;iel)t,  folt 
te  eine  bollffdnbige  unb  bauernbe  23cenbigung  ber  grage  fein  unb  eh  follte  fid? 
flat  berauhffellen,  bah  man  bie  grage  nid;t  immer  mieber  bon  neuem  anjuregen 
gebenfe,  unb  bag  man  eine  fold;e  tDfagregel,  alh  bie  beffimmte  unb  bauernbe 
^Politif  beh  Sanbeh  nid;t  jeben  Slugenblicf  in  ©efabr  jicf>cn  merbe. 

£)ie  grage  fann  bor  allern,  nie  baburef;  befeitigt  merben,  bag  man  bie  ©d;ulb 
ableugnet.  Sh  ift  ju  befannt,  bag  mir  bah  ©clb  unferer  ©laubiger  empfangen, 
unb  bag  biefe  bafttr  nid;th  mieber  erbalten  baben.  £)ie  feinting  ber  ganjen 
®elt  iff,  unb  mirb  immer  bleiben,  bag  mir  if;nen  fd;ulbig  ftnb*  Dieh  iff  eine 
©ad;e,  bie  nie  oergeffen  merben  fann.  Diefelbe  grage  mirb  ftd;  in  feber  neuen 
©idling  ber  ©efel^gebung,  mieber  aufbrdngen.  dBir  mogen  bie  ©d;ulb  ab- 
leugnen — mir  rnbgen  gegen  unfere  ©d)ulbfd;eine  bie  (Jinmenbung,  bag  mir  fte 
nid;t  auhgeffellt,  borfd;u^en;  inbeffen,  bem  ©d;urfen  gleid;,  ber  feine  ©Idubiger 
im  ^vioatleben  ju  betrugen  fud;t,  merben  mir  bennod;  bah  (Mb  fd;ulbig  fein. 
(Jin  unh  fd;mdd;enbeh  S3emugtfein  unferer  ©d;ulb,  meld;eh  in  unferm  dperjen 
eingegraben  iff,  mirb  unh  ffeth  alh  ein  qudlenber  ©eif  t?erfolgen. 

2) ie  grage  mirb  nid;t  bamit  abgetban,  bag  mir  einen  Slatbeil  oon  bem  fc 
loh  auh  ben  bfFentlid;en  Sanbereien  forbern  unb  erbalten.  dingonb  auf  biefe 
Slrf  errid;tet  mirb  anfangh  nid;t  mebr  alh  $90,000  betragen;  unb  mug  ftd; 
idl;rlid;  oerringern  in  bem  9)?aag  alh  bie  Sdnbereien  uerfauft  merben,  Sine 
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fold;e  TOiagregel  vouibe  fein  23ertrauen  einftbgen,  bag  mir  fur  bie  enblid)e 
l^ablung  bey  $apitrlb  unb  ber  Sinfen  geforgt  batten* 

Die  gvage  roivb  nid;t  evlebigt  burd;  Uebernabme  ber  ©taatbfd;ulben  bon©ei- 
te  ber  £>ereintgten  ©taaten,  obne  gegen  einige  pon  ben  ©taaten  ebenfo  unge^ 
red;t  ju  banbeln,  alb  rcir  gegen  unfve  ©Idubiger  burd;  eine  offnc  unb  beftintmte 
fBermeigerung  ber  3al;lung  banbeln  murben*  tOt-ebre  ber  ©taaten  baben  feinc 
©d;ulben  ju  bejablen,  unb  bod;  mitrben  ibre  burger  gleid;  ben  unfrigen  jur 
23e3ablung  bon  ©elb  befteuert  merben,  bon  bem  fie  nie  9tul^en  ge^ogen,  unb 
bab  (te  nie  geborgt  baben*  ©3  wurbe  eben  fo  cbrenboll  unb  reblid;  fein,  unfre 
©Idubiger  urn  ibre  Sinfen  $u  betrugen,  alb  fie  non  anbern  ju  et^mingen,  bie 
meber  moralifd;  nod;  gefeglid;  beryflid;tet  ftnb,  biefelben  311  bejablen*  ©in 
©cfeg,  bag  fold;e  monftrbfe  Ungered;tigfeit  jurgotge  l;dtte,  fannbon  bem  5lme= 
rifanifd;en  *8olfe  nie  erlaffen  ober  gebilligt  merben* 

3n  SLBabrbeit,  mir  muflen  unb  auf  unb  felbft,  auf  unfre  eignen  Slnflrengum 
gen  berlaflen*  SIBir  baben  bie  ©d;ulb  felbfl  gemad;t,  mir  muflen  fie  aud;  felbjl 
be3ablen*  2Bir  muflen  unb  nid;t  nad;  frember  Jpulfe  umfel;en*  $Bir  muflen 
unb  anfcf;itr$en,  unb  bpanb  anb  £3erf  legen,  fo  abfoflrefenb  eb  aud;  erfd;einen 
mag,  mie  lOidnner* 

Dieb  ift  ein  ©egenftanb,  ber  meine  gefranntefle  Slufmerffamfeit  in  Slnfprud; 
genommen  flat.  33on  biefer  ©ilgung  ber  ©eneral=33erfammlung  boffe  id;  bon 
Jpe rjen,  bag  bie25efitrd;tungen  beb  £>olfeb  unb  ber  $er|f  brenbe  ©influg  einer  un= 
gemiflen  Sage  fur  immer  ju  ©rabe  getragen  roerben  mbd;ten*  . 

©b  mirb  unmbglid;  fein  burd;  23efteuerung  fo  biel  ©elb  aufeubringen,  bamit 
bie  ganjen  3ntrejfen  311  be^ablen;  bod;  fanit  etmab  getl;an  werben*  3d;  mod;te 
feine  l;ol)en  nod;  brttcfenbe  ©teuern  oorfd;lagen*  3d;  f’enne  bie  unglucflid;e  Sa= 
ge  beb  SSoIfeb,  unb  bie  Unfdlle,  bie  eb  betroffen  baben  gu  rooljl,  alb  bag  id; 
glauben  f’bnnte,  eine  fold;e  l;of;e  Slbgabe  liege  fid;  mirflid;  erfleben*  ©b  fanb 
ftd;  in  ber  lenten  ©iBung,  bag  eb  unmbglid;  fei,  bie  ©teuern  3U  erl;bben,  roeil  eb 
bem  Sanbe  faff  gan^lid;  an  baarem  ©elbe  fefllte.  ©leid;eb  flnbet  nod;  bin  unb 
mieber,  miemofll  in  gcringerem  3)?age,  in  einigen  ©ountieb  im  3nnern  unfereb 
©taateb  ftatt*  9ttan  mug  ftd;  gefteben,  bag  ber  tbeilmeife  9)?igroad;b  in  ben 
lenten  jmei  3^bren,  bie  bielen  ^ranffleiten,  meld;e  lenten  JJerbft  bab  Sanb  uber= 
30gen  baben,  bie  Ueberfd;memmungen  unb  flobeb  SBafler  an  meflren  Drten,  al= 
lerbingb  ein  Dinbernig  barbieten,  urn  fo  biel  (fur  unjere  ©Idubiger)  3U  tbun, 
alb  munfd;enbmertl)  mare* 

©b  ftel;t  inbeflen  3U  bojfen,  bag  bie  tfleilmeifen  JJinbernifle  nid;t  alb  unttber- 
minblid;  betrad;tet  merben  rnogen*  Diefe  groge  Stage  I’annpral’tifd;  nur  burd; 
eine  ©teuer  =  ©rbbbung  erlebigt  merben.  Die  ^ujufugenbe  ©teuerlaf  i(!  erfl 
©nbe  ndd;ften  3abreb,  unb  am  Slnfang  beb  barauf  folgenben  3^breb  ju  be^ab- 
len*  3n  ber  3mifd;en3eit  fonnte  man  Denen,  bie  burd;  bie  &BafferjTutben  ge= 
litten  baben,  baburd;  ©rleid;terung  berfd;affen,  bag  man  ibnen  3>t\t  gibt,  bie 
jeljt  fdlligen  ©teuern  3n  be3al)len,  mol) l  aud;,  menu  bie  93erfaflung  nid;t  im 
£Bege  ftel)t,  ibnen  biefelben  gdtt3lid;  erlaflen*  3n  einem  3^br  unb  meiter  bin- 
aub,  menn  bie  neuen  ©teuern  3U  3al)len  ftnb,  baben  ftd;  bojfentlid;  bie  pecuniar 
ren  53erl;dltntge  unferer  S3emol)ner  gan3lid;  erboblt* 

3m  3^br  1837  murbe  3uerfl:  ein  Xbeil  ber  ©runbeigentl;um=©teuer  ben 
©ountieb  (311  ©ountp  3mec£en)  ttbermiefen*  Dtefe  befanben  ftd;  bamalb  fa(l 
alle  in  ©d;ulben,  unb  alle  beburften  einer  erbbbten  ©innabme,  urn  ©erid;tb^ 
unb©efangenl;dufer  3U  bauen*  Dieg  ift  langfl  gefd;eben,  unb  bie  meiften  ©ouns 
tieb  fonnten  bei  gel;origer  5bermaltung  unb  ©infd;rdncfung  fd;ulbenfrei  fepn* 
©b  fommt  bei  ibnen  (ben  ©ountieb)  nid;t  barauf  an,  ob  fteuiel  ober  menigeim 
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nebrnen*  €*in  gertnge  (Sinnabme  vouvbe  au£reid;en,  unb  eine  groge  trirb  $u 
unnotlggen  3wecfen  rerfd;trenbet. 

£5ie  ©runb=0teuer  follte  n>ieber  in  bte  0taat3f’affe  giegen*  SDlan  trarf  im^ 
met*  etn,  bag  in  bem  alten  !X()ei(e  be3  0taate3  mebr  geuerbareS  Sanb  fei,  al? 
irn  neuern,  unb  bag  begtregen  bie  5Dlagregel  cine  ungleid;e  SSegeuerung  rerurfa- 
d;en  trurbe*  Diefet*  einwurf  bat  jel^t  feine  $raft  rerloren,  unb  gel)t  biefer 
IDlagregel,  bie  geredtt  drib  ofonomifcb  ig,  nid;t  langer  trn  £Bege* 

3d;  ronrbe  anempfelgen,  bag  bet*  auf  biefe  2Seife  erbaltene  grogere  0teuer= 
(*rtrag,  unb  fevnei*  bet*  @*rtrag  folder  neucn  0teuern,  alb  bie  ©efel^gebung  in 
ibrer  ^Bcibljeit  aufevlegen  mag,  in  einen  gonb  lame,  beflfen  CErtrag  unb  3utrad;3 
beilig  gebalten  unb  ber,  trie  unbebeutenb  ev  aud;  anfangb  fei,  allein  bet*  £il- 
gung  bet*  3infen  unferet*  0taat6fd;ulb  getribmet  trerben  follte* 

2Bab  trir  auf  biefe  £Beife  aud;  immet*  tfyun  mogen,  fo  mug  eb  etmab  fetm, 
bab  0tanb  l)dlt*  £)ie  6ffentlid;e  QJleinung  follte  fo  trenig  trie  mbglid;  ©puren 
ron  Uu^ufriebenbeit  an  fid;  tragen,  unb  ie  einmutbiger  trit*  alle  ftnb,  bego  bau- 
ember  trirb  bie  eingefubrte  EDlagregel  fet;n.  £>ie  gan$e  SSelt  follte  eb  triffen, 
bag  trab  trir  jef^t  tbun  lilies?  ig,  trab  trit*  je  tl)un  fonnen  obet*  trollen*  28enn 
trit*  fo  einen  gutenSMen  jeigen,  nad;9)laggabe  unfererdlrdfte  beijugeuern,  treu 
trit*  $eigen,  bag  fold;eb  unfeve  begimmte  unb  bauernbe  ©taato^olitif  ig;  bag 
fold;e  S3eigeuer  inb  3ufunftige  trebet*  rermebrt  nod;  rerminbert  trevben  foil, 
trenn  trit*  auf  fold;e  3Betfe  ben  33efurd;tungen  unb  dinbilbungen  unferet*  23e= 
trobner,  in  #ingd;t  beb  getraltigen  0d;attenbilbeb  berotftebenber  S3efteuerung, 
^ren^en  fe$en,  fo  fonnen  trit*  mit  0\ed;t  bavauf  red;nen,  bie  gute  EDleinung  ber 
5Belt  triebet*  ju  erbalten,  unb  ben  ©trom  ber  CEintranberung,  bet*  in  feinem  @e- 
folge  9veid;tbum  unb  3ntelligen$  fitbrt,  triebet*  nad;  unferm  Sanbe  ju  lenfen. 
©runbeigentbum  trurbe  trieber  einigen  $$ertl)  erl;alten*  SEftan  trurbe  auf  ber 
©telle  91  ad; f rage  bafur  erfd;affen,  unb  unfere  Sage  trurbe  fid;  in  jebet*  J£>in* 
gd;t  rerbejfern* 

3ebermann,  ber  im  ©taate  CEigentbum  begirt,  unb  3^bet*  bat  ja  mebr  ober 
treniger,  follte  eine  rafd;e  unb  bauernbe  CErlebigung  biefer  grage  trttnfd;en»  GEi= 
gentbum  ig  nut*  trenig  trertb,  trenn  einerfeitb  gurd;t  unb  0d;recfen  rot*  bober 
25egeuet*ung  berrfd;t,  anbererfeitw  eine  offenc  unb  fd;amlofe  Skrtreigerung  ber 
0d;ulbrerbinblid;feit,  unfern  3Micfen  begegnet* 

9)?bge  ber  bod;ge  i?errfd;er  bet*  Sbielten  unfere  CEingd;t  erleud;ten,  fo  bag  trir 
*feben  mogen,  tra3  unferm  sSolfe  ba^  95ege  ig,  unb  mbge  er  un$  garf’e  Slrme 
unb  ^pet^en  rerleiben,  urn  baflelbe  trirl’lid;  auosufubven* 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS* 


DECEMBER  6,  1844. 

Head*  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


AUDITOR’S  OFFICE,! 

Springfield,  Bec’r,  5,  1844.  ( 

To  ike  Hon . 

The  President  of  the  Senate 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  General 
Assembly,  the  following  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  faithfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING, 


Auditor  of  Public  Accounts » 
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5  (37) 

A  STATEMENT  shewing  the  condition  of  the  school ,  college ,  and  semi¬ 
nary  fund  on  the  is/  day  of  December ,  1844. 


Amount  of  school  fund  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1844,  -  - 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury  since 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1844, 

Amount  of  surplus  revenue  which  w as  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  school  food  4th  March,  1837, 

Amount  of  college  fund  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1844,  - 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury  since  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1844, 

Amount  of  seminary  fund  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1844,  - 

Total  amount  of  school,  colleges  and  semina¬ 
ry  foods,  - 


$300,270  79 
24,461  28 


72,736  85 
6,115  32 


384,738  07 
335,592  32 


78,852  17 
56,917  66 


$856,100  22 


« 
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REDEMPTION  ACCOUNT. 
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To  balance  in  the  Treasury,  «  -  $1,947  15  $2,237  70 
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A  Statement  shewing  the  amount  of  warrants  drawn  upon  the  State  Treas¬ 
urer,  from  the  isf  day  of  December ,  1842,  to  the  day  of  December , 
1844,  fo  r  the  current  expenses  of  the  State ,  and  charged  to  the  following 
accounts,  viz: 


To  what  account  charged. 


Amount. 


Redemption  money,  - 
Wolf  scalps,  - 
Clerk’s  fees,  - 

Conveying  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 

Interest  on  the  school,  college  and  seminary  fund, 

Advertising  delinquent  lands,  - 

Contingent  fund,  - 

Collector’s  mileage,  - 

Circuit  Attorneys,  - 

County  Assessors, 

Premium  on  silk, 

Incidental  expensesf  - 
Money  refunded,  - 

Sheriff’s  fees,  - 
General  Assembly,  * 

County  tax,  - 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  - 

Public  Printing,  -  -  -  - 

Special  appropriations,  - 

Bank  Commissioners,  - 

Public  Binding,  - 

Transcribing  Books,  - 

Distribution  of  laws  and  journals, 

Fugitives  from  justice,  - 
Election  returns,  - 

The  Judiciary,  - 
4‘  Militia,  - 
44  Governor,  - 
44  Auditor,  - 
44  Secretary  of  State,  - 
44  Treasurer,  - 
44  Attorney  General,  - 


$290  55 
4,057  50 
7,218  10 
7,032  80 
100,534  49 
7,701  81 
10,047  36 
73  70 
4,879  75 
12,348  14 
425  42 
13,143  04 
1,676  29 
1,882  64 
76,864  85 
701  61 
4,075  79 
8,256  37 
15,965  65 
3,704  75 
4,938  96 
2,755  00 
1,598  95 
856  30 
54  34 
25,688  17 
2,145  00 
4,154  54 
4,601  65 
3,188  23 
2,250  00 
1,400  83 


Deduct  from  the  above  sum  amount  expended  for  special 
disbursements,  - 


$334,512  58 
40,677  10 


Leaves  this  sum  disbursed  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  - 


$293,835  48 


(49)  8 

Jl  STATEMENT  of  special  disbursements  from  the  first  of  December , 

1 84*2,  to  first  December ,  1844. 


Appropriations. 


Election  returns. 


Incidental  Expenses. 

Contingent  Fund. 

Wolf  scalps. 
Premium  on  silk. 

Bank  Commissioners. 
Transcribing  books. 


For  what  item. 

j 

Amount. 

For  mileage  of  special  messenger  in 
going  after  election  returns,  to  the 
counties  of  Macon  and  Johnson, 

For  iron  vault  and  building  vault  in 

State  House,  - 

$728  08 

|  For  Scammon’s  Reports, 

Agents  selecting  lands  granted  by  Con¬ 
gress,  estimating  value  of  State  lands, 
materials,  notices  of  sale  of  State 
lands,  &c. 

Bounty  on  Wolf  scalps, 

Bounty  paid  to  silk  growers,  - 
Paid  for  services  of  Bank  Commission¬ 
ers,  - 

For  the  services  of  John  B.  Weber  and 
assistants,  - 

,  Special  appropriations  to  individuals  for 
sundry  articles  furnished  State  House 

2,939  00 

and  other  bills,  -  -  - 

Paid  on  an  appropriation  made  to  Jack- 
j  son  county  for  expenses  in  repair- 

5,823  51 

■ 

ing  records,  &c.  - 

:  For  work  done  and  materials  furnished 
to  complete  Hall  House  of  Represen- 

789  94 

tatives,  - 

!  For  work  done  on  an  appropriation  for 

2,000  00 

repairing  roof  of  State  House, 

400  00 

For  repairing  roof  of  State  House, 

600  00 

j  For  repairing  Penitentiary, 

!  Mileage  for  bringing  the  returns  of  the 

5,000  00 

Presidential  election, 

Total  amount  of  special  disbursements, 

1,352  20 

Total. 


54  34 


3,667  08 


10,047  36 
4,057  50 
425  42 

3,704  75 

2,755  00 


15,965  65 
$40,677  10 


9  (41) 

A  STATEMENT  of  ordinary  expenses  incurred  from  the  first  day  of 
December ,  1842,  to  the  first  day  of  December ,  1844. 


Appropriations. 

For  what  particular  item. 

Amount. 

Total. 

Convicts. 

Sheriff’s  fees  for  conveying  convicts  to 

the  Penitentiary,  - 

$7,032  80 

- - - 

$7,032  80 

Advertising. 

Delinquent  lands  for  sale  for  taxes, 

7,701  81 

7,701  81 

Sheriffs  and  Clerks 

On  lands  and  town  lots  stricken  off  to 

fees. 

the  State,  and  for  transcripts  of  lands 

listed,  - 

9,100  74 

9,100  74 

Incidental  expenses. 

Postage  on  Executive  documents,  and  on 

Auditor’s,  Secretary  of  State’s,  Treasu- 

rer’s  and  Adjutant  General’s  letters,  &c. 

3,073  83 

Printing  blanks  for  State  officers, 

1,641  05 

Stationary  for  do  do 

800  10 

Stationary  for  General  Assembly, 

725  00 

Furniture  and  stationary  for  Supreme 

Court  room,  - 

567  93 

Abstracts  from  land  offices, 

671  20 

Sheriff ’s  attendance  on  Supreme  Court, 

588  00 

Wood  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  State, 

539  50 

Services  of  the  Porter  about  State  House, 

272  00 

Blank  books  for  State  officers, 

356  00 

Sundries,  - 

241  35 

9,475  9® 

Int.  S.  C.  and  S.  Fund. 

Interest  paid  to  counties, 

100,534  49 

Deaf  and  Dumb  As’m. 

Interest  paid  to  Asylum  at  Jacksonville, 

4,075  79 

Public  Printing. 

Printing  laws,  &c. 

8,256  37 

Public  Binding. 

Binding  do  5 

4,938  96 

Distribution  of  Laws. 

Delivering  the  laws  in  the  several  counties, 

1,598  95 

The  Militia. 

Adjutant  General’s  pay  and  Inspectors 

of  Militia,  - 

2,145  00 

Redemption  Money. 

Paid  to  purchasers  of  lands  sold  to  them 

by  the  Auditor  and  since  redeemed  by 

minor  heirs,  - 

290  55 

Money  refunded. 

Paid  to  revenue  collectors  for  amounts 

overpaid  and  to  individuals  for  amounts 

paid  by  them  for  taxes  through  error, 

1,676  29 

123,516  4f!> 

County  Tax. 

Paid  to  counties  for  county  tax  on  lands 

stricken  off  to  the  State,  since  redeemed, 

701  61 

Collector’s  mileage. 

Paid  to  Collectors  for  coming  to  pay 

revenue, 

73  70 

County  Assessors. 

For  half  expenses  in  assessing  property, 

12,348  14 

General  Assembly. 

For  pay  to  members  and  for  Stationary, 

wood,  furniture,  &c.  furnished  for  ses- 

sion,  1842-’43,  - 

76,864  85 

Judiciary. 

Salaries  to  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

25,688  17 

The  Governor. 

Salary  of  the  Governor, 

4,154  54 

The  Auditor. 

“  “  Auditor,  - 

4,601  65 

The  Secretary  of  State. 

u  (i  Secretary  of  State  and  for 

appropriation  for  making  index,  &c. 

3,188  23 

The  Treasurer. 

Salary  of  the  Treasurer, 

2,250  00 

The  Attorney  General. 

“  “  Attorney  General, 

1,400  83 

The  Circuit  Attorneys. 

u  iS  Circuit  Attorneys, 

4,879  75 

Fugitives  from  justice. 

Rewards,  &c.  for  the  apprehension  of 

fugitives, 

856  30 

137,007  77 

$293,835  48 

10 


(42) 

A  statement  of  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the 
contingent  fund^from  December  1st ,  1842,  to  December  ls£,  1844. 


Date, 

To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 

Amount. 

1842 

Deo. 

3. 

To  warrants  to  G  B.  Backus,  in  full,  for  pub- 

u 

5 

lishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to 
Collectors  of  revenue  of  1842,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup, in  part,  for 

$3  00 

ti 

6 

his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  J.  M,  Ruggles,  in  full,  for 
publishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to 
collectors  of  revenue  of  1842, 

To  warrants  to  J.  C.  Duncan  for  same  as 

30  00 

it 

7 

7  00 

it 

8 

above,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  E.  Russell,  in  full,  for 

10  00 

it 

a 

drawing  township  plats  for  agents  select¬ 
ing  lands  for  State,  - 

To  warrants  to  McDonald  &  Roberts,  in  full, 
for  publishing  the  Executive’s  proclama¬ 
tion  to  collectors  of  revenue  for  1842,  - 

To  warrants  to  Jacob  Judy,  in  full,  for  his 

11  00 

a 

9 

10  00 

a 

a 

services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  N.  E.  Whiteside  for  same,  - 

560  00 
235  00 

a  ■ 

a 

To  warrants  to  Samuel  Whiteside  for  same,  - 

420  00 

a 

10 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  Carlin  for  same, 

1  To  warrants  to  R.  Scarritt,  in  full,  for  publish- 

400  00 

a 

12 

a 

14 

ing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to  collec¬ 
tors  of  revenue  for  1842,  - 
To  warrants  to  Wm  Clayton,  in  full,  for  same. 

2  00 
3  50 

a 

17 

To  warrants  to  P.  B.  Stone,  in  full,  for  same, 

7  50 

*t 

22 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 

a 

29 

his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 

20  00 

same  as  above.  - 

30  00 

a 

30 

To  warrants  to  A.  V.  Putman,  in  full,  for  pub* 

a 

31 

lishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to 
collectors  of  revenue  for  1842, 

To  warrants  to  Hise  &  Osman,  in  full,  for 

3  00 

64 

4£ 

same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part, 

3  00 

for  his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting 
lands  granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Con¬ 
gress,  - 

i 

20  00 

11 


(43) 


Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 

Amount. 

To  warrants  to  P.  B.  Fouke,  in  full,  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  and 
notice  to  collectors  for  1S42, 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  H.  G.  Cation,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  one  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  accounts  of  State  Bank, 

To  warrants  to  N.  II.  Purple,  in  full,  for  same 
as  above,  •  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  A.  Brown,  in  full,  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to 
collectors  of  revenue  for  1842, 

To  warrants  to  D.  P.  Wilbanks,  in  full  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  going  to  the 
State  of  Indiana  after  a  fugitive  from  jus¬ 
tice,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part, 
for  his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting 
lands  granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Con¬ 
gress,  - 

To  warrants  to  Virgil  Hickox,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  one  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  account  of  State  Bank, 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  James  Shields,  in  full,  for  his 
expenses  in  going  alter  3  per  cent,  fund 
and  for  an  iron  safe,  - 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  J.  Prickett,  in  full, 
for  publishing  the  Executive’s  proclama¬ 
tion  to  collectors  of  revenue  for  1842, 

To  warrants  to  John  Bailhache,  in  full,  for 
publishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to 
collectors  of  revenue  for  1842, 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  W.  W.  Bishop,  in  lull,  for 
publishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to 
collectors  of  revenue  for  1842,  - 

$8  00 

30  00 

55  00 

55  00 

2  00 

100  00 

25  00 

55  00 

30  00 

232  00 

3  00 

5  00 

25  00 

2  00 

(44) 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


Date. 


To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 


1843. 


Feb. 

22. 

u 

24 

March 

2 

ii 

6 

a 

9 

St 

«< 

it 

13 

it 

16 

a 

17 

a 

22 

n 

April 

17 

i it 

29 

May 

11 

it 

12 

46  16 


To  warrants  to  M.  J.  Noyes  &  Co,,  in  full, 
for  same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  Wm.  P.  Whittle,  in  full,  for 
his  services  in  calculating  the  indebtedness 
of  the  State  Bank,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Kelley,  in  part,  for  his 
services  and  expenses,  as  agent  for  the 
State,  in  appraising  State  property, 

To  warrants  to  Elijah  Adams,  in  part,  for 
same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  Thompson  Campbell,  in  full, 
for  copying  laws  for  Canal  Commissioners 
&c.,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  Stewart, in  full,  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Executive’s  proclamation  to  col¬ 
lectors  of  revenue  for  1842, 

To  warrants  to  Bartlett  &  Suliven,  in  full, 
for  same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Pitman,  in  full,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  executing  the 
Executive  warrant  upon  O.  P.  Rockwell, 
To  warrants  to  T.  C.  King,  in  full,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  in  executing  che  Ex¬ 
ecutive  warrant  upon  Joseph  Smith, 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C,  Bryant  &  Co.,  in 
full,  for  publishing  proposals  for  paper,  in 
the  New  York  Evening  Post, 

To  warrants  tc  F.  Doyle,  in  part,  for  enter¬ 
ing  account  of  State  property  in  books,  - 
To  wa'  rants  to  G.  Kercheval,  in  part,  for  his 
services  in  estimating  the  damages  on  the 
canal,  - 

To  warrants  to  S.  H.  Davis,  in  fall,  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Governor’s  proclamation,  con¬ 
vening  the  Legislature,  and  notice  to  col¬ 
lectors,  - 

To  warrants  to  F.  Doyle,  in  part,  for  enter¬ 
ing  account  of  State  property  in  books,  - 


Amount. 

$3  00 
20  00 
12  00 

170  00 

150  00 
150  00 

44  25 

3  50 
3  50 

52  00 

64  00 

5  75 
20  00 

75  00 

5  00 
20  00 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 


Amount. 


To  warrants  to  G.  W.  Smith,  in  full,  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Executive  proclamation, 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Kelley,  in  part,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  in  appraising  State 
property,  - 

To  warrants  to  E.  Adams,  in  part,  for  same 
as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  P.  Doyle,  in  part,  for  enter¬ 
ing  account  of  State  property  in  books,  - 
To  warrants  to  John  H.  Holton,  in  full,  for 
his  fees  in  recording  title  papers  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Quincy  House, 

To  warrants  to  D.  P.  Wilbanks,  in  full,  for 
his  bill  of  freight,  storage,  &c.  on  State 
arms,  - 

To  warrants  to  G.  Kercheval,  in  part,  for  his 
services  in  estimating  the  damages  on  the 
canal,  - 

To  warrants  to  Jno.  Hogan,  in  full,  for  mak¬ 
ing  abstract  of  lands  selected  by  agents,  - 
To  warrants  to  Sumrix  &  Weigley,  in  full, 
for  publishing  the  Executive  proclamation 
to  collectors  of  revenue  for  1842, 

To  warrants  to  S.  M.  Tinsley  &  Co.,  in  full, 
for  their  bill  of  freight  &c.  on  brass  can¬ 
nons,  - 

To  warrants  to  D.  H.  T.  Moss,  in  full,  for 
his  services  as  agent  in  estimating  value  of, 
and  selling  State  property, 

To  warrants  to  F  Doyle,  in  part,  for  enter¬ 
ing  account  of  State  property  in  books,  - 
To  warrants  to  S.  J.  lankiewicz,  in  full,  for 
his  services  as  an  arbitrator  in  adjusting 
the  accounts  between  the  State  and  A.  G. 
Henry,  - 

To  warrants  to  G.  Kercheval,  in  part,  for  his 
services  in  estimating  the  damages  on  the 
canal,  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Kelley,  in  part,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  in  appraising  State 
property,  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Morse,  in  full,  for  cash 
paid  by  him  for  freight  at  sundry  times,  - 


$4  00 

50  00 
50  00 
40  00 

6  25 

26  50 

30  00 
10  92 

2  00 

20  00 

71  00 
44  00 

36  00 

139  00 

117  00 
2  00 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


1843. 

July  24. 
“  26 


August  24 


it 


28 


To  warrants  to  M.  Brayman,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  a  special  agent  to  Hancock  co., 
To  warrants  to  N.  H.  Purple,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  an  arbitrator,  in  adjusting  the 
accounts  between  the  State  and  A.  G. 
Henry,  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,  in  part,  for 
his  services  and  expenses,  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  - 
To  warrants  to  M.  McConnell,  in  full,  for 
his  services  in  conveying  compass  and 
theodolite  from  Scott  county  to  the  Treas¬ 
urers  office,  - 

To  warrants  to  James  L.  Loop,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  apprais¬ 
ers  of  damages  of  the  Illinois  and  Michi- 
canal, 


a  a 


re¬ 


a 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  M.  Jackson,  in  full,  for 
his  services  as  appraiser  in  estimating  the 
damages  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  ca¬ 
nal,  - 

a 

M  * 

r- 

To  warrants  to  G.  Kercheval,  in  full,  for 
same  as  above,  - 

Sept. 

12 

To  warrants  to  Chambers  &  Knapp,  in  full, 
for  publishing  the  Governor’s  proclama¬ 
tion,  -  - 

a 

16 

To  warrants  to  Elijah  Adams,  in  full,  for  his 
services  in  estimating  the  value  of  State 
lands  and  of  work  done  on  the  Central 
railroad,  - 

hi, 

23 

To  warrants  to  S.  M.  Tinsley  &  Co.,  in  full, 
for  their  bill  for  freight  and  expenses  of 
one  box  furnished  the  Governor,  - 
To  warrants  to  Thompson  Campbell,  in  full, 
for  the  order  of  John  Wentworth,  for 

a 

29 

publishing  the  proclamation  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  for  the  apprehension  of  fugitives  from 
justice,  - 

To  warrants  to  F.  Doyle,  in  part,  for  his 
services  in  estimating  the  value  of  State 
property  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  - 

To  warrants  to  Pickett  &  Nason,  in  full,  for 
advertising  sale  of  railroad  timber,  in  Illi¬ 
nois  Palladium,  - 


$67  53 


36  00 


100  00 


2  50 


100  00 


100  00 
200  00 

9  00 


133  50 


6  00 


24  00 


25  00 


1  75 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 

Amount, 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Morse,  in  full,  for  tak¬ 
ing  account  of  State  property  on  North¬ 
ern  Cross  railroad  &c.,  - 

To  warrants  to  Johnson  &  Bradford,  in  full, 
for  binding  laws  and  documents  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  of  the  several  States,  - 
To  warrants  to  R.  Radford,  in  full,  for  his 
services  in  removing  stone  from  the  streets 
&c«,  •  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Kelley,  in  full,  for  his 
services  in  estimating  the  value  of  work 
done  on  the  Central  railroad, 

To  warrants  to  F.  Doyle,  in  full,  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  estimating  the  value  of  work  done 
on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  - 
To  warrants  to  Wm.  M.  Jackson,  in  full,  for 
his  services  as  appraiser  of  damages  on  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal, 

To  warrants  to  Walters  &  Weber,  in  full, 
for  printing  100  bills  and  advertising  rail¬ 
road  to  let,  - 

To  warrants  to  E.  Adams,  in  full,  for  his  ser- 
,  vices  in  estimating  value  of  work  on  Cen¬ 
tral  railroad  &c.,  -  - 

To  warrants  to  E.  Adams,  in  full,  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  estimating  the  value  of  work  done 
and  of  materials  on  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad,  - 

To  warrants  to  F.  Doyle,  in  full,  for  same  as 
above,  - 

To  warrants  to  G.  Kercheval,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  appraiser  of  damages  on  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Michigan  canal, 

To  warrants  to  James  Mitchell,  in  full,  for 
same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  L.  Loop,  in  full,  for  his 
services  as  clerk  of  the  board  of  apprais¬ 
ers  of  damages  on  Illinois  and  Michigan 
canal,  - 

To  warrants  to  Samuel  A.  Buckmaster,  in 
full,  for  his  services  in  delivering  and  count¬ 
ing  railroad  iron,  - 

$18  00 

64  63 

10  00 

87  50 

111  50 

444  50 

10  00 

213  50 

87  50 

87  50 

244  00 

584  00 

434  50 

60  00 

(48) 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


Date. 


1843. 

Dec.  13. 

1844. 


Jan. 

13. 

a 

19 

Feb. 

13 

March 

18 

<U 

22 

April 

1 

a 

5 

u 

9 

a 

u 

u 

12 

a 

14 

a 

u 

May 

6 

a 

11 

Aug.  27 


To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 


To  warrants  to  David  Markley,  in  full,  for 
his  services  in  selecting  and  appraising 
State  lands,  - 

To  warrants  to  Latshaw  &  Roberts,  in  full, 
for  publishing  notice  of  sale  of  State  lands, 
To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Kelley,  in  full,  for  his 
services  in  adjusting  accounts  of  Alton 
and  Mount  Carmel  railroad, 

To  warrants  to  Thompson  Campbell,  in  full, 
for  copying  memorials  and  resolves  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  session  ’42-3, 

To  warrants  to  J.  A.  McDougall,  in  full,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  going  to  Pike 
county  to  secure  a  claim  against  a  collec¬ 
tor  of  State  revenue, 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  E.  Jones,  in  full,  for 
publishing  Auditor’s  notice  of  sale  of  State 
lands,  - 

To  warrants  to  Hodge  &  Swell,  in  full,  for 
publishing  Auditor's  notice  of  sale  of  State 
lands,  -  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  John  Wentworth,  in  full,  for 
same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  John  McDonald  in  full,  for 
same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  Chasf.  B.  Berry,  in  full,  forhis 
services  in  sellingmate  lands, 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  Ford,  in  full,  for  the 
amount  of  redemption  money  on  lands  sold 
to  the  heirs  of  YVm.  Kinney,  deceased,  - 
To  warrants  to  Zeiber  &  Sloan,  in  full,  for 
publishing  Auditor’s  notice  of  sale  of  State 
lands,  - 

To  warrants  to  Walters  &  Weber,  in  part, 
for  publishing  Auditor’s  notice  of  sale  of 
State  lands,  &c.,  - 

To  warrants  to  S.  Francis  &  Co.,  in  part,  for 
publishing  Auditor's  notice  of  sale  of  State 
lands,  &c.,  - 

To  warrants  to  John  Bailhache&  Co.,  in  full, 
for  same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  Kinney  &  Gelwicks,  in  full, 
for  same  as  above,  - 


Amount. 


$168  00 
50  75 

168  00 

112  59 

25  00 

13  00 

41  25 
20  00 
18  75 
18  00 

326  77 

31  51 

545  10 

545  75 
20  00 
43  50 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


Date. 


1843. 

August  31. 
Sept.  2 


«  18 

10 


To  warrants  to  Walters  &  Weber,  in  part, 
for  publishing  Auditor’s  notice  of  sale  of 
State  lands,  &c.  - 

To  warrants  to  Walters  &  Weber,  in  full,  for 
same  as  above,  - 

To  warrants  to  S.  S.  Brooks,  in  part, for  his 
services  as  a  messenger  with  orders  to  raise 
the  militia  in  the  counties  of  Morgan,  Seott, 
Greene,  Pike,  Brown,  Schuyler,  Mar¬ 
quette  and  Adams, 

To  warrants  to  S.  Francis  &  Co.  in  full,  for 
publishing  sale  of  State  lands,  &c. 

To  warrants  to  M.  McConnell,  in  part,  for 
his  services  as  an  Attorney,  in  collecting 
evidence  against  the  murderers  of  Joseph 
and  Hiram  Smith,  - 


Of  this  amount  there  has  been  drawn  on 
account  of  the  appropriation  for  the  years 
1841,  and  ’42,  the  sum  of 

Amount  drawn  on  appropriation  for  1843, 
and  ’44, 


$275  00 
49  15 


20  00. 
59  25 


75  00 


$10,047  36 


2,299  00 


$7,748  36 


/ 
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A  Comparative  Statement  of  the  Revenue  o/1843,  and  for  1844. 


Counties. 

1843, 

1844. 

Adams,  -  - 

Alexander,  -  - 

$4,930  62 

$5,034  85 
585  18 

Eond,  -  - 

1,102  62 

1,197  43 

Boone,  -  - 

166  70 

318  98 

Brown,  -  - 

1,286  00 

1,374  78 

Bureau,  -  ~ 

2,164  80 

2,172  13 

Calhoun,  -  - 

Carrol],  -  — 

900  16 
156  15 

805  04 

Cass,  -  — 

1,368  07 

1,270  47 

Clay, 

429  31 

548  42 

Clark,  -  - 

1,460  01 

1,372  53 

Coles,  -  — 

1,944  00 

1,909  18 

Cook,  -  - 

4,501  47 

6,333  49 

Clinton,  -  - 

1,004  00 

1,306  43 

Crawford,  -  - 

898  60 

955  56 

Christian,  -  - 

1,007  62 

1,002  59 

Cumberland,  —  — 

309  79 

387  80 

Champaign,  -  - 

627  98 

636  48 

Be  Witt, 

946  86 

924  07 

De  Kalb,  -  ~ 

154  46 

Du  Page,  -  - 

524  78 

604  67 

Edgar,  -  - 

2,440  45 

2,361  55 

Edwards,  ~  - 

813  67 

887  13 

Effingham,  -  ~ 

163  94 

357  42 

Fayette,  -  - 

1,086  50 

764  76 

Franklin,  -  - 

348  48 

448  51 

Fulton,  -  - 

4,506  59 

4,575  63 

Gallatin,  -  - 

2,037  78 

1,902  93 

Greene,  -  - 

2,478  27 

2,323  02 

Grundy,  -  - 

661  61 

665  82 

Hamilton,  -  - 

349  35 

375  CO 

Hancock,  -  - 

4,370  04 

4,018  25 

Hardin,  -  - 

209  74 

202  11 

Henry,  -  -- 

1,671  75 

1,240  99 

Henderson,  -  - 

1,575  25 

1,542  89 

Iroquois,  -  - 

594  20 

722  00 

Jackson,  -  — 

823  30 

861  46 

Jasper,  -  - 

276  94 

298  66 

Jefferson,  -  - 

890  16 

925  00 

Jersey,  -  -- 

1,705  84 

2,159  02 

Jo  Daviess,  -  - 

2,196  75 

3,017  58 

Johnson,  -  - 

356  88 

398  95 

Kane,  -  - 

519  12 

664  74 

Knox,  -  - 

3,186  53 

3,410  22 
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Sama  Statement — Continued. 


Counties. 


1843. 


1844. 


Kendall, 

Lake, 

La  Salle, 

Lawrence, 

Lee, 

Livingston, 

Logan, 

Macon, 

Macoupin, 

Madison, 

Marion, 

Marshall, 

Massac, 

Menard, 

Mercer, 

Montgomery, 

Monroe, 

Morgan, 

Moultrie, 

Mason, 

M’Lean, 

McHenry, 

McDonough, 

Ogle, 

Peoria, 

Perry , 

Pike, 

Pulaski, 

Pope, 

Piatt, 

Putnam, 

Randolph, 

Richland, 

Rock  Island, 

Sangamon, 

Scott, 

Schuyler, 

Shelby, 

Stark, 

St.  Clair, 

Stephenson, 

Tazewell, 

Union, 

Yermilion, 


$606  54 
326  37 
3,075  80 
960  13 
204  91 
87  46 
1,308  57 
1,063  36 
3,296  49 
6,038  45 
962  96 
1,331  79 
365  88 
1,285  63 
1,536  62 
1,312  04 
1,303  92 
4,854  20 
522  56 
495  62 
2,440  92 
297  96 
2,795  58 
316  05 
2,831  56 
684  40 
4,584  84 
299  05 
420  08 
370  80 
872  01 
2,068  39 
308  08 
1,109  85 
6,396  78 
1.631  80 
2,081  58 
1,316  35 
1,067  10 
4,065  28 
294  88 
3,100  16 
938  99 
3,102  28 


$637  00 
402  14 
2,938  41 


217  06 
176  53 
1,329  74 
1,006  18 
3,164  03 
6,124  90 
93  J  24 
1,470  79 
371  18 
1,302  76 
1,400  20 
1,231  47 

1.378  71 
4,798  68 

560  77 
563  54 
2,483  32 
466  03 
2,775  71 
440  13 
4,078  24 
775  25 
4,062  56 
351  00 
479  67 
380  15 
956  20 
2,195  82 
383  30 
1,168  57 
6,130  04 
1,438  89 
2,179  00 
1,487  45 
1,035  19 

301  13 

3.378  U0 
914  26 

3,230  85 
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Same  Statement — Continued. 


' 

Counties. 

/ 

1843. 

1844. 

Wabash,  -  ~ 

$1,106  90 

$1,092  89 

Warren,  -  - 

2,548  29 

2,122  68 

Wayne,  -  - 

724  87 

770  94 

White, 

1,193  03 

1,275  29 

Will, 

2,521  02 

3,094  34 

Whiteside,  -  - 

233  17 

213  47 

Woodford,  -  - 

871  22 

1,129  40 

Williamson,  -  - 

420  34 

399  06 

Washington,  -  - 

1,037  13 

971  09 

Winnebago,  -  - 

440  31 

605  00 

Pobable  amount  to  be  reported  from 
the  counties  of  Carrol,  De  Kalb, 
Lawrence  and  St.  Clair  for  1844, 

$144,377  58 

$145,645  57 

5,520  00 

$151,165  57 

I 


t 
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In  obedience  to  a  practice,  established  by  my  abler  predecessors,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  the  General  Assembly  some  suggestions  in  relation 
to  the  emendation  of  our  present  revenue  system,  it  is  very  defective, 
and  especially  in  the  mode  of  assessment.  Assessors  are  required  to  give 
notice,  that  they  will  meet  the  taxable  inhabitants  at  named  places  in 
their  respective  counties;  this  duty  the  mass  of  them  perform,  and  go  no 
further.  If  any  should  not  attend  (and  a  great  number  always  fail  from 
various  causes  and  many  refuse,)  the  assessors,  in  a  majority  of  cases, 
assess  the  landed  property  without  inspection  at  the  minimum  valuation, 
when  perhaps  it  may  be  worth  a  much  greater  price;  and  in  all  those 
cases,  the  personal  property  goes  entirely  unassessed.  In  many  of  such 
cases,  the  individuals,  escaping  taxation,  are  much  more  able  to  pay  than 
their  less  wealthy  neighbors.  I  am  assured,  from  a  responsible  and  intel¬ 
ligent  source,  that  in  one  single  county  (a  populous  and  respectable  one) 
that  taxes  on  at  least  $200, 000  worth  of  property  have  been  lost  in  the 
manner  above  described  in  that  single  county.  My  experience,  and  in¬ 
formation  derived  from  relyable  sources,  incline  me  to  the  opinion  that  this 
is  no  exaggeration ;  and  that  consequently,  at  a  very  low  estimate,  at  least 
$>30,000  of  revenue  is  lost  annually  to  the  State,  and  that  too  from  sources, 
much  more  worthy  of  taxation  than  many  others.  It  might  be  presump- 
tious  in  me  to  suggest  the  remedy  to  a  body,  every  member  of  which  is 
as  well,  or  better  qualified  to  make  the  suggestion  than  myself;  but  my 
connection  with  the  office  for  the  last  eighteen  months  satisfies  me,  that 
the  only  remedy  lies  in  increasing  the  accountability  of  the  assessor,  and 
requiring  him  to  visit  the  domicil  or  place  of  sojournment  of  every  taxa¬ 
ble  inhabitant  within  the  limits  of  his  county,  and  take  the  valuation  of 
every  taxable  article  from  actual  enumeration  and  inspection  by  himself, 
and  under  the  oath  of  the  owner.  If  a  few  additional  days  should  en¬ 
hance  the  expense  of  assessment,  the  Treasury  of  the  State  is  amply  re¬ 
munerated  by  the  increased  revenue,  that  will  necessarily  arise  out  of  this 
system.  The  present  plan  of  advertising  delinquent  lands  is  a  bad  one. 
This  duty  is  confined  to  the  various  collectors,  and  they,  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  give  the  work  to  the  neighboring  paper  without  reference  to  its 
ability  to  perform  the  work  in  a  legal  and  intelligible  manner. 

M  any  advertisements  have  been  sent  to  this  office  printed  in  so  bung¬ 
ling  and  careless  a  manner,  that  if  any  contest  should  ever  arise,  involv¬ 
ing  the  validity  of  a  tax  title,  which  would  in  anywise  call  in  question  the 
legality  of  the  advertisement,  the  decision  would  necessarily  be  against 
that  validity.  Would  it  not  greatly  improve  the  present  plan,  if  all  pub¬ 
lications  were  made  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  Auditor  required 
to  supervise  the  publication  of  all  delinquent  lists — compare  the  proof 
sheet  with  the  original,  and  correct  the  former  by  the  same.  This  plan 
would  impart  accuracy  and  perfect  correctness  to  that  portion  of  the  rev¬ 
enue  law,  which  is  now  executed  more  loosely  and  inaccurately  than  any 
other.  Or,  if  this  plan  should  not  be  approved,  would  your  honorable 
body  consider  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  Auditor  to  select  public 
newspapers,  in  which  publications  should  appear,  requiring  him  to  con¬ 
fine  himself  to  such  only,  as  may  have  the  ability  and  means  of  doing  the 
work  accurately,  and  in  such  manner,  as  would  stand  the  test  of  the  strict¬ 
est  legal  scrutiny. 


22 


(54*) 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  allow  me  to  suggest  the  great  conve¬ 
nience  and  advantage  that  would  arise  to  all  parties  concerned,  if  your 
honorable  body  should  deem  it  proper  to  transfer  from  the  circuit  to  the 
county  commissioners’  court  the  authority  to  render  judgment  upon  all 
delinquent  lists  of  land,  proposed  to  be  sold  for  taxes.  It  would  intro¬ 
duce  uniformity  and  simplicity  into  the  system,  and  take  away  all  apolo¬ 
gy  or  excuse  from  collecting  officers  for  non-settlement.  Judgments  could 
be  had  against  all  delinquent  lands  throughout  the  State  on  the  same  day. 
At  present  judgments  are  obtained  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  various 
counties  which  are  held  at  various  times.  The  business  of  settlement  un¬ 
der  the  existing  mode  is  consequently  precarious  and  almost  intermina¬ 
ble.  When  settlement  is  demanded  after  long  delay,  excuse  is  offered  by 
collectors,  (and  considered  valid)  that  judgment  has  not  yet  been  obtained 
against  delinquent  lands.  That  credits  on  lands  sold  are  rightfully  due 
them,  and  thus  settlement  cannot  properly  be  had  until  they  obtain  the 
benefit  of  such  credits.  All  which  is  reasonable  and  just.  Requiring 
judgment  to  be  had  on  the  same  day  in  every  county  would  introduce 
uniformity  and  certainty  which  are  very  great  disiderata  in  all  business 
that  this  office  necessarily  has  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Con¬ 
ferring  the  proposed  jurisdiction  on  the  county  court  will  contribute  very 
greatly  to  the  accomplishment  of  these  objects.  In  round  numbers 
|ll,647  have  been  refunded  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years  for  lands 
sold  in  error.  This  provision  of  law  should  be  repealed.  Or  rather,  the 
law  should  expressly  declare,  that  no  money  should  be  refunded  for  lands 
sold  in  error.  All  purchases  of  lands  sold  for  taxes  are  made  for  specu¬ 
lation,  and  being  so  made,  the  speculator  should  be  the  sufferer  and  not 
the  State.  A  little  investigation  will  enable  the  buyer  of  lands  for  taxes 
to  ascertain  whether  the  land  actually  offered  is  taxable  or  not;  and  if,  by 
his  own  neglect,  he  makes  a  bad  purchase,  let  the  loss  exist  where  the 
fault  lies. 

Allow  me  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  the  32d  section  of  the  revenue 
law  of ’42  and ’43.  It  is  unjust,  inasmuch  as  it  exempts  the  rich  man 
from  the  payment  of  taxes  on  any  whole  unoccupied  square  of  ground 
which  may  be  situated  within  the  incorporated  limits  of  a  city  or  town, 
whilst  his  poorer  neighbor,  who  owns  but  a  single  lot,  can  claim  no  such 
exemption.  This  law  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich,  and  operates 
advantageously  to  none  but  the  rich. 

Another  subject  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 
Near  50,000  town  lots  and  tracts  of  land  have  been  stricken  off  to  the 
State  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  that  number  is  accumulating 
every  year.  The  State  incurs  much  cost  in  the  assessment,  advertising, 
and  sale  of  those  lots,  which  should,  if  practicable,  be  obviated  as  far  as 
possible.  The  taxes  upon  very  few  of  the  paper  towns  of  the  State  are 
ever  paid.  Whole  towns  are  consequently  advertised  by  blocks  and  lots 
at  a  cost  tenfold  greater  than  the  taxes  levied,  and  are  stricken  off  to  the 
State  for  want  of  purchasers.  The  costs  of  assessment  and  other  inci¬ 
dental  costs  are  in  all  cases  much  greater  than  the  tax.  The  plats  of  such 
towns  should  either  all  be  vacated  (if  within  the  scope  of  legislative  pow¬ 
er  without  the  consent  of  the  owners)  and  taxes  assessed  on  the  tracts 
w herein  they  may  be  located;  or  when  it  may  be  obvious  to  the  assessing 
officer,  that  cost  would  only  accrue  by  the  assessment  of  such  towns,  he 
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should  be  directed  by  law,  not  to  make  an  assessment  of  such  property. 
The  owners  and  proprietors  of  all  such  towns  are  pleased  when  they  find 
them  stricken  off  to  the  State,  as  it  operates  as  an  exemption  from  tax- 
paying  until  1847,  the  period  directed  by  law  for  the  sale.  Permit  me, 
therefore,  to  respectfully  advise  a  sale  of  all  such  State  property  in  the 
fall  or  summer  of  1845,  as  it  will  relieve  this  office  of  a  mass  of  business, 
and  operate  detrimentally  to  none.  Besides,  the  State  may  realize  a  small 
amount  of  revenue  from  such  sales,  but  what  amount  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate. 

The  agencies  of  Insurance  Companies,  located  in  this  State,  in  some 
cases  refuse  to  pay  the  3  per  cent,  on  premiums  required  bylaw.  An  act 
authorizing  the  Auditor  to  sue  in  the  Sangamon  Circuit  or  Supreme 
Court  would  place  the  matter  under  his  immediate  supervision,  and  enable 
him  to  coerce  payment  with  more  certainty  and  promptness  than  under 
existing  regulations. 

A  provision  should  be  introduced  into  the  revenue  law,  directing  the 
recorder  of  every  county,  whenever  a  tract  of  land  is  conveyed  by  deed, 
and  divided,  to  certify  the  fact  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners’ 
court.  The  part  sold  is  never  entered  for  taxation,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
by  the  vendor,  and  in  this  way,  very  often  for  a  long  time,  many  parts  of 
tracts,  formerly  taxed,  escape  entirely,  especially  when  sold  to  non-resi¬ 
dents.  It  would  improve  and  simplify  the  system  of  collection,  if  clerks 
of  the  county  commissioners’  courts  of  the  several  counties  were  author¬ 
ized  to  receive  all  taxes  on  non-resident  lands,  and  that  redemption  money 
be  made  payable  in  the  county,  as  well  for  lands  sold  to  individuals  as  to 
the  State.  The  clerks,  in  such  cases,  should  be  directed  to  certify  to  the 
Auditor,  from  time  to  time,  say  every  month,  the  tracts  and  their  descrip¬ 
tions  redeemed  from  sale  to  the  State,  which  would  be  noted  on  the 
books  of  this  office,  and  serve  as  a  guide  for  subsequent  sales  of  State 
lands. 

The  books,  records,  and  indispensable  papers  of  this  office  are  in  an 
exceedingly  dilapidated  state.  Much  revenue  is  doubtless  lost  annually 
in  consequence  of  the  imperfect  condition  of  those  papers  and  records. 
The  lists  of  delinquent  lands  sold  for  taxes  rendered  to  this  office,  are 
made  out  in  as  many  various  shapes  and  forms,  as  the  minds  of  the  au¬ 
thors.  To  these,  constant  reference  is  made.  Frequent  use  has  worn 
them  out,  or  much  impaired  them.  Some  mode  should  be  adopted  to  re¬ 
store  these  records  so  entirely  necessary  under  the  present  organization, 
to  the  satisfactory  administration  of  this  office.  Books  are  being  made 
out  under  an  appropriation  of  the  last  legislature,  which,  when  comple¬ 
ted,  will  place  all  the  real  estate  taxable  property  perfectly  within  the 
control  of  thisi  office.  The  work  of  opening  these  books  is  progressing 
with  as  much  rapidity  as  the  most  perfect  constancy  and  indefatigable 
Industry  of  two  superior  clerks  can  give  to  it.  On  the  1st  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  ult.,  Auditor’s  warrants  were  in  circulation  to  the  amount  of 
$25,046  99.  At  the  same  time  there  were  due  to  the  Treasury  for  1843, 
and  previous  years,  near  $60,000.  The  whole  of  the  revenue  for  1844, 
will  be  due  on  the  first  of  March  next,  amounting  to  $150,000.  From 
the  revenue  due  then  and  now ,  it  may  be  reasonably  calculated  that 
$75,000  will  be  realized  before  the  adjournment  of  your  honorable  body. 
And  yet,  with  these  facts  before  us,  warrants  pass  in  this  community  at 
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the  ruinous  discount  of  25  per  cent.  This  state  of  things  is  known, 
however,  to  find  its  existence  in  a  wretched  system  of  shaving,  which  is 
tolerated  in  this  city,  and  which  unfortunately  is  without  competition. 
There  is  no  reasonable  cause  for  this  state  of  things.  The  expenses  of 
the  present  session  of  your  honorable  body,  expenses  ordinary  and  extra¬ 
ordinary,  expenses  covering  all  just  claims  against  the  State  of  any  and 
every  character,  (interest  on  the  public  debt  excepted,)  together  with  out¬ 
standing  warrants  cannot  reach  the  sum  of  105,0 JO.  To  meet  which, 
revenue  amounting  to  at  least  $210,000  is  now  and  will  be  due  by  the  1st 
of  March  next.  Two  dollars  then,  are,  and  will  shortly  be  available,  to 
redeem  every  dollar  of  warrants  which  are  nozv,  and  will  be  put  in  circu¬ 
lation  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

This  state  of  facts  shews  at  once  the  gross  impositions  practiced  upon 
the  holders  of  these  warrants  and  the  common  public  by  speculators. 
Warrants  should  possess  greater  value  than  any  current  bank  paper,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  based  upon  a  surer  foundation,  and  have  more  abundant 
and  certain  means  of  redemption.  No  occasion  can  arise  pending  the 
session  which  will  make  it  necessary  to  throw  into  circulation  a  greater 
amount  of  warrants  than  the  one  half  of  the  collectable  revenue  of  the 
present  and  past  years.  Several  items  of  expenditure,  that  heretofore 
absorbed  considerable  sums  of  money,  no  longer  exist,  it  is  supposed 
that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  wolf-scalp  certificates  that  had  ever  been  issued 
prior  to  the  repeal  of  the  law  allowing  a  bounty,  have  been  taken  in,  and 
will  no  longer  add  to  the  items  of  public  expenditure. 

The  amount  paid  heretofore  for  the  advertisements  of  delinquent  lands 
have  been  too  great. 

Some  plan  will  doubtless  be  adopted  by  your  Hon.  body  changing  the 
mode  of  advertising,  so  as  to  operate  as  a  reduction  of  this  item  of  expen¬ 
diture. 

The  law  allowing  premiums  on  silk  has  expired  by  limitation  and  will 
save  something  to  the  Treasury. 

The  item  for  printing  during  the  course  of  the  last  and  present  year  is 
large,  and  the  necessity  of  its  continuance  will  not  exist  hereafter.  Its 
magnitude  is  mainly  owing  to  the  extensive  and  wide  circulation  it  was 
thought  proper  to  give  to  the  sale  of  the  State  lands.  Papers  containing 
published  lists  of  State  lands,  with  the  price  and  description  accompany¬ 
ing  were  sent  into  every  capitol  of  the  Union,  besides  very  many  other 
cities  and  towns,  as  well  as  to  all  the  State  creditors  that  1  could  learn 
the  names  of.  Of  these  lands,  not  exceeding  19,000  acres  have  been  sold 
up  to  the  1st  day  of  this  month,  and  about  $67,000  in  scrip  received. 

Of  this  sum  only  one  State  bond  was  taken  in.  The  residue  was  re¬ 
ceived  altogether  in  scrip  and  certificates  of  State  indebtedness. 

The  diminished  sales  may  be  ascribed  to  the  fact,  that  when  the  Com¬ 
missioners  selected  and  valued  these  lands,  State  bonds  and  internal  im¬ 
provement  scrip  ranged  between  sixteen  and  twenty  cents  on  the  dollar, 
and  which,  after  the  passage  of  the  law  making  them  receivable  for  these 
lands,  and  for  some  other  reasons  not  necessary  to  mention  in  this  connec¬ 
tion,  run  up  to  forty  and  forty-live  cents  on  the  dollar.  This  value  on  the 
bonds  and  scrip,  put  the  lands  up  at  too  high  a  price  for  most  purchasers. 
With  individual  exceptions,  the  sales  have  been  confined  altogether  to  the 
Chicago  district. 
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McAllister  &  Stebbins  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  “Act  to  authorize  a  settlement  with  McAllister  &  Stebbins,  and  fur¬ 
ther  to  diminish  the  State  debt.”  After  a  controversy  of  some  duration 
between  us,  as  to  the  mode  of  calculating  the  interest  on  their  claim,  and 
the  rate  thereof,  (all  which  points  were  yielded  without  being  convinced) 
with  a  view  solely  to  test  their  sincerity  in  desiring  a  settlement,  corres¬ 
pondence  between  us  on  the  subject  ceased,  and  the  act  stands  a  dead 
letter  on  the  statute  book.  Whether  this  failure  was  occasioned  by  their 
inability  to  settle  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  or  by  a  less 
worthy  cause,  I  cannot  determine. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  faithfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING, 

I  •  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts • 
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Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Treasurer’s  Office,  Illinois, 

Springfield ,  December  2,  1844. 

To  the  Hon,  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Assembly,  the  following  report,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  from  the  30th  day  of  November,  1842,  to  the  30th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1844,  inclusive. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  the  tabular  statements  herewith 
submitted,  that  a  material  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  State,  since  the  date  of  my  last  official  communication. 

Owing  to  the  unfortunate  connection  of  the  Treasury  with  the  State 
Bank,  the  depreciated  paper  of  which,  by  law,  was  made  receivable,  the 
public  credit  became  greatly  impaired;  and,  at  the  time  of  the  convening 
of  the  last  General  Assembly,  Auditor’s  warrants,  keeping  pace  with  the 
decline  of  the  only  currency  in  which  they  were  redeemable,  had  fallen 
fifty  per  cent.,  and  much  lower  than  the  condition  of  the  treasury  would 
have  permitted,  in  the  absence  of  that  connection. 

It  has  been  proved,  too  plainly  to  be  overlooked  in  our  future  legisla- 
tion,  that  while  taxes  and  other  dues  can  be  paid  in  a  cheaper  currency 
than  that  provided  by  the  Constitution,  neither  gold,  nor  silver,  nor  their 
equivalent,  will  find  their  way  into  the  treasury.  By  means  of  the  recep° 
tion  of  such  a  vicious  substitute,  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  previous  to 
September  12,  1842,  were  not  available  in  discharging  the  public  obliga¬ 
tions.  It  is  true,  that  those  receiving  salaries  from  the  State  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  receive  their  pay  in  such  a  currency  at  par ,  suffering,  them¬ 
selves,  all  the  loss  occasioned  by  such  depreciation;  but  in  all  contracts 
made  for  the  State,  in  which  prices  were  not  fixed  by  law,  it  became  ne¬ 
cessary  to  pay  prices  corresponding  with  the  reduction  in  the  value  of 
the  means  of  payment.  No  money  was  received,  and  at  one  time  it  be¬ 
came  necessary  for  the  executive  officers  to  take  the  responsibility  of  sel¬ 
ling,  at  less  than  half  the  sum  for  which  it  was  received,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  bank  paper  to  pay  the  postage  bills  of  the  several  departments 
of  the  Government. 

The  expenses  of  the  legislature  were  increased  in  a  like  proportion, 
and  not  until  the  adoption  of  that  wise  and  salutary  measure,  the  law  pro¬ 
viding  for  a  specie  standard,  did  the  credit  of  the  State  revive.  At  that 
time  there  was  in  the  treasury,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Fund  Commission- 
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er,  the  sum  of  $75,66 0,  in  the  paper  of  the  State  Bank  and  the  Bank  of 
Illinois.  By  a  law  passed  at  the  same  session,  this  sum  was  directed  to  be 
paid  out  by  the  Treasurer,  in  the  redemption  of  Auditor’s  warrants,  at  the 
rate  of  two  dollars  in  paper  for  one  dollar  in  warrants.  This  duty,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  tables,  has  been  performed. 

A  loss  to  the  State,  in  its  resources,  of  one  half  of  this  whole  amount, 
to-wit,  $37,830,  of  money  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  a  people  suffering 
from  the  pressure  of  unequalled  pecuniary  embarrassment,  affords  a  most 
instructive  commentary,  which  will  commend  itself  to  public  attention, 
of  the  sore  evils  which  States  may  suffer,  when  they  throw  off  the  safe¬ 
guards  of  the  Constitution,  and  entrust  their  most  precious  prerogatives 
to  institutions,  which,  though  they  may  create,  they  cannot  control . 

From  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  those  measures,  the  credit  of  the 
State  has  rapidly  improved.  Notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  the  tax¬ 
es,  which  took  place,  and  which  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  condition 
of  the  people,  the  large  amount  of  warrants  thrown  into  circulation 
consequent  upon  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  has  mostly  been 
absorbed  in  collections,  until  the  amount  now  in  circulation,  but  little  ex¬ 
ceeds  $20,000.  The  amount  due  for  revenue  of  this  and  former  years, 
will,  after  defraying  the  cost  of  collection,  &c.,  exceed  $200,900.  This, 
with  the  sum  now  in  the  treasury,  will  defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  and  of  the  civil  administration  of  the  State,  and  probably  leave 
a  surplus  to  be  applied  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  collections  will  be  made  hereafter  with  sufficient  facility,  to  keep  the 
treasury  in  good  credit,  and  cause  Auditor’s  warrants  to  be  worth,  at  all 
times,  nearly  their  full  amount. 

It  has  been  observed  in  former  years,  particularly  in  1842,  that  on  the 
near  approach  of  the  sessions  of  the  legislature,  the  value  of  Auditor’s 
warrants  have  been  depressed  in  value.  This  depression  has  been  caused 
by  the  contemplated  increase  of  the  amount  in  circulation — the  limited 
demand  for  them  at  that  particular  season  of  the  year,  and  the  efforts  of 
speculators  to  keep  them  down  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  them  at  re¬ 
duced  prices,  of  those  who  are  compelled  to  part  with  them  to  obtain  the 
means  of  defraying  their  expenses  while  remaining  at  the  seat  of  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Anticipating  a  similar  state  of  things  at  the  present  session,  I  have,  for 
the  past  few  months,  kept  in  reserve  an  amount  of  specie,  which  will,  it 
is  hoped,  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  legislature  for  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  session,  and  until  other  resources  flow  in — thus  preventing 
that  necessity  of  submitting  to  ruinous  sacrifices  or  degrading  concessions 
which  has  existed  in  former  years.  The  sum  now  in  the  treasury,  and 
subject  to  the  immediate  disposal  of  the  legislature,  is  $11,412  03. 

The  people  are  rapidly  recovering  from  their  pecuniary  embarrass¬ 
ments.  A  better  spirit  prevails,  and  hope  points  the  way  to  a  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  public  prosperity.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  future  the  reven¬ 
ues  will  be  more  promptly  and  freely  paid,  and  that  the  obligations  incur¬ 
red  for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  government,  and  payable  at  this 
department,  will  appreciate  to  nearly  a  specie  standard.  That  such  may 
be  the  case,  not  only  with  this  branch  of  our  financial  policy,  but  with  ev¬ 
ery  other,  is  certainly  the  earnest  desire  of  every  good  and  patriotic  citizen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  CARPENTER,  Treasurer . 
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The  Treasurer ,  in  account  with  the  State  of  Illinois 


DR. 


To  Receipts  into  the  Treasury  from 


Date. 

Collectors. 

Sheriffs. 

Redemption 
money  and  non 
resident  taxes. 

Board  of 
School  Com¬ 
missioners  of 
the  State. 

State  Bank 
bonus. 

1842. 

December, 

$19,277  47 

$897  70 

$49  72 

1843. 

Jannary, 

1,804  89 

768  19 

219  19 

$7,687  50 

February, 

640  51 

45  86 

59  48 

$232  00 

March, 

395  20 

78  64 

16,606  23 

April, 

3,273  84 

173  76 

65  17 

600  00 

May, 

820  07 

269  75 

37  81 

June, 

6,390  87 

816  60 

152  06 

July, 

6,698  02 

1,130  92 

23  34 

August, 

5,644  67 

159  16 

78  95 

September, 

27,478  92 

706  16 

202  78 

October, 

9,072  21 

964  34 

184  75 

November, 

7,432  66 

1,870  59 

544  91 

$88,929  33 

$7,803  03 

$1,696  80 

$17,438  23 

$7,687  50 

1843. 

December, 

4,259  36 

616  15 

73  51 

1844. 

January, 

5,365  52 

550  53 

46  88 

30,576  60 

February, 

10,695  26 

210  77 

113  51 

March, 

32,321  66 

112  33 

424  76 

April, 

8,906  67 

604  11 

69  44 

May, 

14,144  34 

599  66 

226  69 

June, 

17,482  69 

1,203  09 

781  38 

July, 

9,660  79 

963  71 

338  17 

August, 

10,400  91 

3,020  45 

192  46 

September, 

3,564  93 

111  54, 

118  49 

October, 

1,426  82 

319  65 

34  02 

November, 

1,940  48 

725  44 

118  32 

$209,098  76 

$16,840  46 

$4,234  43 

$48,014  83 

$7,687  50 

31 
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from  November  30 th,  1842,  to  November  30 th,  1844. 


the  following  sources  of  Revenue,  viz: 


In’ance 

compa¬ 

nies. 

Fund 

Commis¬ 

sioner. 

Internal 

Imp’ment 

lands. 

Clerks 

for 

Revenue. 

Co.  Com. 
of  St. 
Clair 
county. 

Governor 
for  distri¬ 
bution  fund. 

Money 

refun¬ 

ded. 

Aggregate. 

$100  00 

$20,324  89 

300  00 

* 

$44,643  00 

$3  50 

15  00 

$9,069  08 
[16,631  46 

10,181  62 
1,025  00 
1,942  79 
829  00 

10,479  77 
1,277  85 
61,723  07 
13,185  35 
17,759  09 
7,374  53 
18,033  90 
6,907  78 
30,330  65 
11,050  30 
9,848  16 

$400  00 

$44,643  00 

$18  50 

$39,678  95 

$208,295  34 

$190  77 

5,139  79 

35  89 

20  66 

l  • 

90  11 

$240  00 

1,026  25 

200  00 

5,962  93 
41,596  14 
32,858  75 
9,580  22 
14,970  69 
19,593  16 
11,202  67 
13,613  82 
3,815  62 
1,780  49 
4,010  49 

$476  55 

J  $44,643  00 

$280  88 

$18  50 

$240  00 

$40,705  20 

$200  00 

$372,420  11 

To  amount  of  error  in  Report  of  the  month  ot  December,  1842 
To  amount  remaining  in  the  Treasury  December  first,  1842, 

i 

11  20 
12,117  25 

$384,548  56 
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MESSAGE 


OF  THE 


GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  I  LLINOIS, 


IN  RELATION 


TO  THE  DISTURBANCES  IN  HANCOCK  COUNTY, 


DECEMBER,  21,  1844. 


SPRINGFIELD: 

Walters  &,  Weber,  Public  Printers, 


(») 


1844, 


MESSAGE 


FROM 

THE  GOVERNOR, 


In  relation  to  the  disturbances  in  Hancock  counts /. 


To  the  Honorable ,  the  Senate, 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

As  many  versions  of  the  disturbances  during  the  last  summer  and  fail, 
in  Hancock  county,  have  gone  abroad  to  the  world,  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  state  in  a  solemn  and  authentic  form,  every  thing  connected 
with  those  transactions  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge;  and  upon 
which  I  rely  as  the  truth. 

On  the  seventeenth  day  of  June  last,  a  committee  of  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Carthage,  presented  themselves  to  me,  with  a  request  that  the 
militia  might  be  ordered  out  to  assist  in  executing  process  in  the  city  of 
Nauvoo.  From  the  affidavits  presented  at  the  same  time,  i  judged  that 
an  occasion  had  arisen  of  considerable  difficulty  and  perplexity;  and  from 
their  statements,  I  could  be  of  no  other  opinion  than  that  great  excite¬ 
ment  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  I  therefore  determined  to  visit, 
in  person,  that  section  of  country,  and  examine  for  myself  the  truth  and 
nature  of  their  complaints;  and  being  on  the  ground,  i  would  be  the  better 
enabled  to  judge  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  under  the  actual  circum¬ 
stances  existing.  Therefore,  no  order  for  the  militia  was  made;  and  I 
arrived  at  Carthage  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  day  of  the  same 
month. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  found  an  armed  force  assembled,  and  hourly  increas¬ 
ing,  under  the  summons  and  direction  of  the  constables  of  the  county, 
to  serve  as  a  posse  comitatos  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  process.  The 
General  of  that  Brigade,  had  also  called  for  the  militia,  en  masse,  of  the 
counties  of  McDonough  and  Schuyler,  for  a  similar  purpose.  Another 
assemblage  to  a  considerable  number,  had  been  made  at  Warsaw,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Levi  Williams. 

The  first  thing  which  I  did  on  my  arrival,  was  to  place  all  the  militia 
then  assembled  or  which  were  expected  to  assemble,  under  military 
command  of  their  proper  officers. 

I  next  despatched  a  messenger  to  Nauvoo,  informing  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  made  against  them; 
and  requested  that  persons  might  be  sent  to  me,  to  lay  their 


side  of  the  question  before  me.  A  committee  was  accordingly  sent,  who 
made  such  acknowledgments,  that  I  had  no  difficulty  in  concluding  that 
the  following  facts  were  perfectly  true. 

It  appears  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Nauvoo  became  dissat¬ 
isfied  with  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  place;  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  newspaper  press,  as  the  organ  of  their  peculiar  views.  Those 
persons  were  ex-communicated  from  the  church  called,  “The  Latter  day 
Saints,'5  but  mere  familiarly  known  as  the  Mormon  Church;  rand  their 
printing  press  and  materials  were  destroyed,  by  order  of  the  Common 
Council. 

It  appeared  that  previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  press,  a  very  curi¬ 
ous  trial  was  had  before  the  Common  Council,  which  resulted  in  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  that  body,  that  the  press  was  a  public  nuisance  and  ought  to  be 
abated.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  person  was  tried,  or  that  any  of 
the  owners- of  the  property  had  notice  of  the  proceeding,  or  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  defendin  any  particular.  The  proceeding  was  an  ex-parte 
proceeding  in  rem  against  the  property.  No  jury  was  called  or  sworn, 
and  most  of  the  witnesses  were  permitted  to  give  their  evidence,  without 
being  under  oath.  It  appeared  further,  that  there  existed  no  general  or¬ 
dinal.  ce  of  the  city,  defining  such  a  press  to  be  a  nuisance;  and  further, 
that  the  Common  Council  possessed  legislative  authority,  only;  and  could, 
under  no  pretence,  set  in  judgment  as  a  court. 

The  press,  however,  was  declared  to  be  a  nuisance;  and  the.  Mayor  was 
ordered  to  see  it  abated  as  such;  and  if  necessary,  to  call  to  his  assistance 
a  portion  of  the  Nauvoo  Legion.  The  Mayor  made  his  warrant  to  the 
Marshal  of  the  city,  who,  aided  by  a  portion  of  the  Legion,  executed  his 
warrant,  by  destroying  the  press  and  scattering  the  type  and  other  ma¬ 
terials  of  the  office. 

The  owners  of  the  property  proceeded  to  Carthage  and  took  out  war¬ 
rants  from  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  against  the  Mayor  and  members 
of  the  Council  and  others  engaged  in  the  outrage,  for  a  riot.  Some  of  these 
were  arrested,  but  were  immediately  taken  before  the  municipal  court  of 
the  city  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  discharged.  It  appears  that  the 
city  charter  confers  upon  that  court  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
in  all  cases  of  imprisonment  arising  under  the  ordinances  of  the  city;  a 
provision  manifestly  relating  to  such  imprisonment  as  might  be  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  violations  of  the  city  ordinances.  But  the  Common  Council 
passed  an  ordinance  conferring  upon  the  court,  jurisdiction  to  issue  the 
writ  in  all  cases  of  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  the  city,  by  whatsoever 
authority  the  same  might,  be  made;  thus  drawing  to  that  court,  jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  discharge  from  every  kind  of  imprisonment,  whether  made  by  State 
or  federal  authority;  and  making  it  impossible  to  execute  the  laws  there, 
unless  permitted  by  the  municipal  court. 

The  whole  proceedings  of  the  Mayor,  the  Common  Council,  and  the 
Municipal  Court,  were  irregular  and  illegal,  and  not  to  be  endured  in  a 
free  country;  though  perhaps  some  apology  might,  be  made  for  the  court, 
as  it  had  been  repeatedly  assured  by  some  of  the  best  lawyers  in  the  State, 
who  had  been  candidates  for  office,  before  that  people,  that  it  had  full  and 
competent  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  whatever. 
The  Common  Council  violated  the  law  in  assuming  the  exercise,  of  judicial 
power;  in  proceeding  exparte  without  notice  to  the  owners  of  the  prop¬ 
erty;  in  proceeding  against  the  property  in  rem;  in  not  calling  a  jury;  in 


not  swearing  all  the  witnesses;  in  not  giving  the  owners  of  the  property 
accused  of  being  a  nuisance,  in  consequence  of  being  libelous,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  giving  the  truth  in  evidence;  and  in  fact  by  not  proceeding  by 
civil  suit  or  indictment,  as  in  other  cases  .of  libel.  The  Mayor  violated 
the  law  in  ordering  this  erroneous  and  absurd  judgment  of  the  Common 
Council  to  be  executed.  And  the  municipal  court  erred  in  discharging 
them  from  arrest. 

As  this  proceeding  touched  the  liberty  of  the  press,  which  is  justly  dear 
to  any  republican  people,  it  was  well  calculated  to  raise  a  great  flame  of 
excitement.  Audit  may  well  be  questioned,  whether  years  of  misrepre¬ 
sentation  by  the  most  profligate  newspaper  could  have  engendered  such  a 
feeling  as  was  produced  by  tire  destruction  of  this  one  press. 

There  were  other  causes,  to  heighten  the  excitement.  Tnese  people 
had  undertaken  to  innovate  upon  the  established  systems  of  religion. 
Their  legal  right  to  do  so,  no  one  will  question.  But  all  history  bears  tes¬ 
timony  that  innovations  upo  ii  religion  have  always  been  attended  by  a 
temper  of  hostility  in  the  public  mind;  which  sometimes,  has  produced 
the  most  desolating  wars;  always,  more  or  less  of  persecution.  Even 
the  innocent  Quakers,  the  unoffending  Shakers,  and  the  quiet  and  orderly 
Methodists,  in  their  origin,  and  until  the  world  got  used  to  them,  had 
enough  of  persecution  to  encounter.  But  if  either  of  these  sects  had  con¬ 
gregated  together  in  one  city,  where  the  world  could  never  get  to  know 
them;  could  never  ascertain,  by  personal  acquaintance,  the  truth  or  fal¬ 
sity  of  the  many  reports  which  are  always  circulated  to  the  prejudice  of 
such  innovators:  and  moreover,  it  thev  had  armed  themselves;  and 
organized  into  a  military  legion  as  the  citizens  of  Nauvoo,  and  had 
been  guilty  of  the  high  handed  proceedings  carried  on  against  the  heretic¬ 
al  press,  the  public  animosity,  and  their  persecutions,  must  have  been 
greatly  increased,  in  rancor  and  severity. 

In  addition  to  these  causes  of  excitement,  there  were  a  great  many  re¬ 
ports  in  circulation,  and  generally  believed  by  the  people;  or  at  least,  they 
pretended  to  believe  them.  I  mention  these  reports  and  rumors,  not  be¬ 
cause  I  had  any  evidence  of  their  truth,  but  because  they  had  a  serious 
influence  in  swelling  the  public  excitement. 

It  was  asserted  that  Joseph  Smith,  the  founder  and  head  of  the  Mor¬ 
mon  church,  had  caused  himself  to  be  crowned  and  anointed  King  of  the 
Mormons;  that  he'  had  embodied  a  band  of  his  followers,  called  Danites, 
who  were  sworn  to  obey  him  as  God,  and  to  do  his  commands,  murder 
and  treason  not  excepted;  that  he  had  instituted  ail  order  in  the  church, 
whereby  those  who  composed  it  were  pretended  to  be  sealed  up  to  eter¬ 
nal  life,  against  all  crimes,  save  the  shedding  of  innocent  blood  or  consent¬ 
ing  thereto.  That  this  order  was  instructed  that  no  blood  was  innocent 
blood,  except  that  of  the  members  of  the  church;  and  that  these  two  or¬ 
ders  were  made  the  ministers  of  his  vengeance,  and  the  instruments  of 
an  intolerable  tyranny,  which  he  had  established  over  his  people,  and 
which  he  was  about  to  extend  over  the  neighboring  country.  The  peo¬ 
ple  affected  to  believe,  that  with  this  power  in  the  hands  of  an  unscrupu¬ 
lous  leader,  there  was  no  safety  for  the  lives  or  property  of  any  one  who 
should  oppose  him.  They  affected  likewise,  to  believe,  that  Smith  incul¬ 
cated  the  legality  of  perjury,  or  any  other  crime,  in  defence,  or  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  interests  of  the  true  believers;  and  that  himself  had  set  them 
the  example,  by  swearing  to  a  false  accusation  against  a  certain  person, 


6 


(70) 

for  the  crime  of  murder.  It  was  likewise  asserted,  to  be  a  fundamental 
article  of  the  Mormon  faith,  that  God  had  given  the  world  and  all  it  con¬ 
tained,  to  them  as  his  saints;  that  they  secretly  believed  in  their  right  to 
all  the  goodly  lands,  farms,  and  property,  in  the  country;  that  at  present, 
they  were  kept  out  of  their  rightful  inheritance  by  force;  that  consequent¬ 
ly,  there  was  no  moral  offence  in  anticipating  God's  good  time  to  put  them 
in  possession  by  stealing,  if  opportunity  offered;  that  in  fact,  the  whole 
church  was  a  community  of  murderers,  thieves,  robbers,  and  outlaws; 
that  Joseph  Smith  had  established  a  Bogus  factory  in  Mauvoo,  for  the 
manufacture  of  counterfeit  money;  and  that  he  maintained  about  his  per¬ 
son,  a  tribe  of  swindlers,  blacklegs,  and  counterfeiters,  to  make  it,  and 
put  it  into  circulation. 

It  was  also  believed,  that  Joseph  Smith  had  announced  a  revelation 
from  heaven,  sanctioning  polygamy,  by  some  kind  of  spiritual-wife  sys¬ 
tem,  which  I  never  could  well  understand;  but  at  any  rate,  whereby  a 
man  was  allowed  one  wife  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  others,  to  be  enjoyed  in  some  mystical  and  spirit¬ 
ual  mode;  and  that  he  himself,  and  many  of  his  followers,  had  practiced 
upon  the  precepts  of  this  revelation,  by  seducing  a  large  number  of 
women. 

It  was  also  asserted,  that  Joseph  Smith  was  in  alliance  with  the  Indians 
of  the  Western  Territories;  and  had  obtained  over  them  such  a  control, 
that  in  case  of  a  war,  he  could  command  their  assistance,  to  murder  his 
enemies. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  one  half  of  these  reports  had  been  true,  the  Mor¬ 
mon  community  must  have  been  the  most  intolerable  collection  of  rogues 
ever  assembled;  or,  if  one  half  of  them  were  false,  they  were  the  most 
maligned  and  abused. 

Fortunately  for  the  purposes  of  those  who  were  active  in  creating  ex¬ 
citement,  there  were  some  truths  which  gave  countenance  to  some  of 
these  accusations.  I  apprehend  that  it  was  sufficiently  proved  in  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  at  Carthage,  whilst  I  was  there,  that  Joseph  Smith  had  sent  a 
band  of  his  followers  to  Missouri  to  kidnap  two  men  who  were  witnesses 
against  a  member  of  his  church,  then  in  jail,  and  about  to  be  tried  on  a 
charge  of  larceny.  It  was  also  a  notorious  fact,  that  he  had  assaulted 
and  severely  beaten  an  officer  of  the  county,  for  an  alleged  non-perform¬ 
ance  of  Ids  duty,  at  a  time  when  that  officer  was  just  recovering  from 
severe  illness.  It  is  a  fact  also,  that  he  stood  indicted  for  the  crime  of 
perjury,  as  was  alleged,  in  swearing  to  an  accusation  for  murder.  It  is  a 
fact  also,  that  his  municipal  court,  of  which  he  was  chief  justice,  by  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  had  frequently  discharged  individuals  accused  of  high 
crimes  and  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  State;  and  on  one  occasion 
had  discharged  a  person  accused  of  swindling  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  had  been  arrested  by  process  of  the  federal  courts. 
Thereby  giving  countenance  to  the  report,  that  lie  obstructed  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  justice;  and  had  set  up  a  government  at  Nauvoo,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  laws  and  government  of  the  State.  This  idea  was  further 
corroborated  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  the  fact  that  the  people  of 
Nauvoo  had  petitioned  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  a  territorial  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  be  established  at  Nauvoo,  and  to  be  independent  of  the  State 
government.  It  was  a  fact  also,  that  some  larcenies  and  robberies  had 
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been  committed,  and  that  Mormons  had  been  convicted  of  the  crimes; 
and  that  other  larcenies  had  been  committed  by  persons  unknown,  but 
suspected  to  be  Mormons.  Justice,  however,  requires  me  here  to  say, 
that  I  have  investigated  the  charge  of  promiscuous  stealing,  and  find  it 
to  be  greatly  exaggerated.  I  could  not  ascertain  that  there  were  a  grea¬ 
ter  proportion  of  thieves  in  that  community,  than  any  other  of  the  same 
number  of  inhabitants;  and  perhaps  if  the  city  of  Nauvoo  were  compar¬ 
ed  with  St.  Louis,  or  any  other  Western  city,  the  proportion  would  not 
be  so  great.  I  think  it  very  probable,  however,  that  the  Mormons  some¬ 
times  erred  in  protecting  members  of  their  community  from  prosecution 
and  punishment,  who  were  accused  of  offences,  under  a  belief  that  the 
accusation  against  them,  was  a  persecution  of  their  enemies  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religion. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  too,  that  the  report  of  an  alliance  with  the 
Indians,  was  a  groundless  calumny.  For,  on  a  late  occasion  when  fif¬ 
teen  or  twenty  Potawatamie  Indians  passed  Nauvoo  in  their  canoes  on 
their  way  to  their  hunting  grounds  in  Iowa  territory,  it  was  at  once  asser¬ 
ted,  that  as  many  as  two  hundred  Indians  had  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Mormons;  and  were  ready  to  scalp  and  murder  their  enemies;  and  this 
ridiculous  story  was  greedily  swallowed  by  an  excited  people. 

Another  cause  of  excitement,  was  a  report,  industriously  circulated 
and  generally  believed,  that  Hyrum  Smith,  another  leader  of  the  Mor¬ 
mon  church,  had  offered  a  reward  for  the  destruction  of  the  press  of  the 
u  Warsaw  Signal,”  a  newspaper  published  in  the  county,  and  the  organ 
of  the  opposition  to  the  Mormons.  It  was  also  asserted  that  the  Mor¬ 
mons,  scattered  through  the  settlements  of  the  county,  had  threatened  all 
persons  who  turned  out  to  assist  the  constables,  with  the  destruction  of 
their  property  and  the  murder  of  their  families,  in  the  absence  of  their 
fathers,  brothers  and  husbands. 

But  the  great  cause  of  popular  fury  was,  that  the  Mormons  at  several 
preceding  elections  had  cast  their  vote  as  an  unit;  thereby  making  the  ' 
fact  apparent  that  no  one  could  aspire  to  the  honors  or  offices  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence,  without  their  approbation  and 
votes.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  principles  by  which  they  insist  upon 
being  governed  as  a  community  to  act  as  a  unit  in  all  matters  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  religion.  They  express  themselves  to  be  fearful  that  if  division 
should  be  encouraged  in  politics,  it  would  soon  extend  to  their  religion, 
and  rend  their  church  with  seism,  and  into  sects. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  an  unfortunate  view  of  the  subject,  and  more 
unfortunate  in  practice,  as  I  am  well  satisfied  that  it  must  be  the  fruitful 
source  of  excitement,  violence,  and  mobocracy,  whilst  it  is  persisted  in. 
It  is  indeed  unfortunate  for  their  peace,  that  they  do  not  divide  in  elec¬ 
tions,  according  to  their  individual  preferences  or  political  principles, 
like  other  people. 

This  one  principle  and  practice  of  theirs,  has  arrayed  against  them  in 
deadly  hostility,  all  aspirants  for  office  who  are  not  sure  of  their  support, 
and  all  who  have  been  unsuccessful  in  elections,  with  all  their  friends  and 
influence. 

These  also  were  the  active  men  in  blowing  up  the  fury  of  the  people; 
in  hopes  that  a  popular  movement  might  be  set  on  foot,  which  would  result 
in  the  expulsion  or  extermination  of  the  Mormon  voters.  For  this  purpose 


public  meetings  had  been  called;  inflamatory  speeches  had  been  made:  ex¬ 
aggerated  and  unfounded  reports  had  been  extensively  circulated;  commit¬ 
tees  had  been  appointed,  and  rode  night  and  day  to  spread  the  reports, 
and  solicit  the  aid  of  the  neighboring  counties.  And  at  a  public  meeting 
at  Warsaw  resolutions  were  passed  to  expel  or  exterminate  the  Mormosi 
population.  This  was  not  however,  a  movement  which  was  unanimous¬ 
ly  concurred  in.  The  county  contained  a  goodly  number  of  inhabitants 
in  favor  of  peace,  or  who  at  least  desired  to  be  neutral  in  such  a  con¬ 
test.  These  were  stigmatised  by  the  name  of  u Jack  Mormons,''  and 
there  were  not  a  few  of  the  more  furious  exciters  of  the  people,  who 
openly  expressed  their  intention  to  involve  them  in  the  common  expul¬ 
sion  or  extermination. 

A  system  of  excitement  and  agitation  was  artfully  planned  and  execu¬ 
ted  with  tact.  It  was  planned  and  executed  very  much  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  adopted  by  the  Jacobins  in  revolutionary  France.  It  consisted  in 
spreading  reports  and  rumors  of  the  most  fearful  character.  As  exam¬ 
ples:  On  the  morning  before  my  arrival  at  Carthage,  I  was  awakened 
at  an  early  hour,  by  the  frightful  report,  which  was  asserted  with  con¬ 
fidence  and  apparent  consternation,  that  the  Mormons  had  already 
commenced  the  work  of  burning,  destruction  and  murder;  and  that  every 
man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  was  instantly  wanted  at  Carthage,  for  the 
protection  of  the  country.  We  lost  no  time  in  starting;  but  when  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  Carthage,  we  could  hear  no  more  concerning  this  story.  Again, 
during  the  few  days  that  the  militia  were  encamped  at  Carthage,  frequent, 
applications  were  made  to  me,  to  send  a  force  here,  and  a  force  there,  and 
a  force  all  about  the  country,  to  prevent  murders,  robberies,  and  larce¬ 
nies,  which  it  was  said,  were  threatened  by  the  Mormons.  No  such 
forces  were  sent;  nor  were  any  such  offences  committed  at  that  time,  ex¬ 
cept  the  stealing  of  some  provisions;  and  there  was  never  the  least  proof 
that  this  was  done  by  a  Mormon.  Again,  on  my  late  visit  to  Hancock 
county  i  was  informed  by  some  of  their  violent  enemies,  that  the  larce¬ 
nies  of  the  Mormons  had  become  unusually  numerous  and  insufferable. 
They  indeed  admitted  that  but  little  had  been  done  in  ihis  way  in  their 
immediate  vicinity.  But  they  insisted  that  sixteen  horses  had  been 
stolen  by  the  Mormons  in  one  night,  near  Lima  in  the  county  of  Adams. 
At  the  close  of  the  expedition,  I  called  at  this  same  town  of  Lima,  and 
upon  enquiry,  was  told  that  no  horses  had  been  stolen  in  that  neighbor¬ 
hood,  but  that  sixteen  horses  had  been  stolen  in  one  night  in  Hancock 
county.  This  last  informant  being  told  of  the  Hancock  story,  again 
changed  the  venue,  to  another  distant  settlement  in  the  northern  edge 
of  Adams. 

As  my  object  ill  visiting  Hancock  was  expressly  to  assist  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws,  and  not  to  violate  them,  or  to  witness  or  permit  their 
violation;  as  I  was  convinced  that  the  Mormon  leaders  had  committed  a 
crime  in  the  destruction  of  the  press,  and  had  resisted  the  execution  of 
process,  I  determined  to  exert  the  whole  force  of  the  State,  if  necessary, 
to  bring  them  to  justice.  But  seeing  the  great  excitement  in  the  public 
mind,  and  the  manifest  tendency  of  this  excitement  to  run  into  mobocra- 
cy,  I  was  of  opinion  that  before  I  acted,  I  ought  to  obtain  a  pledge  from 
the  officers  and  men  to  support  me  in  strictly  legal  measures,  and  to  pro- 


tect  the  prisoners  in  case  they  surrendered.  For  I  was  determined,  if  pos- 
sible,  that  the  forms  of  law  should  not  be  made  the  catspaw  of  a  mob,  to 
seduce  these  people  to  a  quiet  surrender,  as  the  convenient  victims  of  pop¬ 
ular  fury.  I,  therefore,  called  together  the  whole  force  then  assembled  at 
Carthage,  and  made  them  an  address,  explaining  to  them  what  1  could, 
and  what  I  could  not,  legally  do;  and  also  adducing  to  them  various  rea¬ 
sons  why  they  as  well  as  the  Mormons,  should  submit  to  the  laws;  and 
why,  if  they  had  resolved  upon  revolutionary  proceedings,  their  pur¬ 
pose  should  he  abandoned.  The  assembled  troops  seemed  much  pleased 
with  the  address;  and  upon  its  conclusion  the  officers  and  men  unan¬ 
imously  voted,  with  acclamation,  to  sustain  me  in  a  strictly  legal  course, 
and  that  the  prisoners  should  be  protected  from  violence.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  additional  forces  from  Warsaw,  McDonough  and  Schuyler, 
similar  addresses  were  made,  with  the  same  result. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  these  votes  fully  authorized  me  to  promise  the 
accused  Mormons  the  protection  of  the  law  in  case  they  surrendered. 
They  were  accordingly  duly  informed  that  if  they  surrendered  they 
would  be  protected,  and  if  (hey  did  not,  the  whole  force  of  the  State 
would  be  called  out,  if  necessary,  to  compel  their  submission.  A  force 
of  ten  men  was  despatched  with  the  constable  to  make  the  arrests  and 
to  guard  the  prisoners  to  Head  Quarters. 

In  the  meantime,  Joseph  Smith,  as  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Nauvoo 
Legion,  had  declared  martial  law  in  the  city;  the  Legion  was  assembled 
and  ordered  under  arms;  the  members  of  it  residing  in  the  country, 
were  ordered  into  town.  The  Mormon  settlements  obeyed  the  summons 
oi  their  leader,  and  marched  to  his  assistance.  Nauvoo,  was  one  great 
military  camp,  strictly  guarded  and  watched;  and  no  ingress  or  egress 
was  allowed,  except  upon  the  strictest  examination.  In  one  instance 
which  came  to  my  knowledge,  a  citizen  of  McDonough,  who  happened 
to  he  in  the  city,  was  denied  the  privilege  of  returning,  until  he  made 
oath  that  he  did  not  belong  to  the  party  at  Carthage;  that  he  would  re¬ 
turn  home  without  calling  at  Carthage  ;  and  that  he  would  give  no  in¬ 
formation  of  the  movement  of  the  Mormons. 

However,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  constable  and  guard  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council  at  once  signified  their  willingness  to  surrender,  and 
stated  their  readiness  to  proceed  to  Carthage  next  morning  at  eight 
o’clock.  Martial  law  had  previously  been  abolished.  The  hour  of  eight 
o’clock  came,  and  the  accused  failed  to  make  their  appearance.  The 
constable  and  his  escort  returned.  The  constable  made  no  effort  to  ar¬ 
rest  any  of  them;  nor  would  he  or  the  guard  delay  their  departure  one 
minute  beyond  the  time,  to  see  whether  an  arrest  could  probably  be  made. 
Upon  their  return  they  reported,  that  they  had  been  informed  that  the 
accused  had  fled  and  could  not  be  found. 

I  immediately  proposed  to  a  council  of  officers,  to  march  into  Nauvoo 
with  the  small  force  then  under  my  command,  but  the  officers  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  too  small,  and  many  of  them  insisted  upon  a  further 
cal!  of  the  militia.  Upon  reflection  i  was  of  opinion  that  the  officers 
were  right  in  the  estimate  of  our  force;  and  the  project  for  immediate 
action  was  abandoned.  I  was  soon  informed  however,  of  the  conduct  of 
the  constable  and  guard,  and  then  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  a  most 
base  fraud  had  been  attempted  ;  that  in  fact  it  wras  feared,  that  the  Mor- 
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mons  would  submit;  and  thereby  entitle  themselves  to  the  protection  of 
the  law.  It  was  very  apparent  that  many  of  the  bustling  active  spirits, 
were  afraid  that  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  calling  out  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  militia  force;  for  marching  it  into  Nauvoo;  for  probable  mutiny  when 
there  ;  and  for  the  extermination  of  the  Mormon  race.  It  appeared  that 
the  constable  and  the  escort  were  fully  in  the  secret,  and  acted  well  their 
part,  to  promote  the  conspiracy. 

Seeing  this  to  be  the  state  of  the  case,  I  delayed  any  further  call  of 
the  militia,  to  give  the  accused  another  opportunity  to  surrender;  for 
indeed  1  was  most  anxious  to  avoid  a  general  call  for  the  militia  at  that 
critical  season  of  the  year.  The  whole  spring  season  preceding,  had 
been  unusually  wet.  No  ploughing  of  corn  had  been  done,  and  but  very 
little  planting.  Tire  season  had  just  changed  to  be  suitable  for  plough¬ 
ing.  The  crops  which  had  been  planted,  were  universally  suffering; 
and  the  loss  of  two  weeks, or  even  of  one,  at  that  time,  was  likely  to 
produce  a  general  famine  all  over  the  country.  The  wheat  harvest  was 
also  approaching;  and  if  we  got  into  a  war,  there  was  no  foreseeing 
when  it  would  end,  or  when  the  militia  could  safely  be  discharged.  In 
addition  to  these  considerations;  all  the  grist  mills  m  all  that  section  ol 
the  country  had  been  swept  away,  or  disabled,  by  the  high  waters;  leav¬ 
ing  the  inhabitants  almost  without  meal  or  flour;  and  making  it  impossi¬ 
ble  then  to  procure  provisions,  by  impressment  or  otherwise,  for  the  sus¬ 
tenance  of  any  considerable  force.  I  was  totally  without  funds  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  State,  with  which  to  purchase  at  more  distant  markets;  and 
there  was  no  manner  of  certainty  that  such  purchases  could  have  been 
made  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  considering  the  embarrassed  condition 
of  the  treasury.  I  was  also  desirous  of  avoiding  the  expense  of  a  great 
armament;  and  of  a  war,  the  duration  and  expense  of  which,  could  not 
be  foreseen;  if  they  could  be  honorably  avoided. 

In  the  meantime  I  made  a  requisition  upon  the  officers  of  the  Nauvoo 
Legion,  for  the  surrender  of  the  State  arms  in  their  possession.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  Quarter  Master  General’s  Office, 
of  the  number  and  description  of  the  arms  with  which  the  Legion  had 
been  furnished.  On  this  subject  I  applied  to  Gen.  Wilson  Law,  for  in¬ 
formation.  He  had  lately  been  the  Major  General  of  the  Legffin.  He 
had  seceded  from  the  Mormon  party;  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  pro¬ 
scribed  press;  had  left  the  city,  as  he  said,  in  lear  of  his  life;  and  was  one 
of  the  party  asking  for  justice  against  its  constituted  authorities.  He 
was  interested  to  exaggerate  the  number  of  arms,  rather  than  to  place  it 
at  too  low  an  estimate.  From  his  information  I  learned  that  the  Legion 
had  received  three  pieces  of  cannon  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
stand  of  small  arms  and  their  accoutrements.  Of  these,  the  three  pieces 
of  cannon  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  stand  of  small  arms,  were  sur¬ 
rendered.  These  arms  were  demanded  because  the  Legion  was  illegally 
used  in  the  destruction  of  the  press,  and  in  enforcing  martial  law  in  the 
city,  in  open  resistance  to  legal  process,  and  the  posse  comitatus. 

I  demanded  the  surrender  also  on  account  of  the  great  prejudice  and 
excitement  which  the  possession  of  these  arms  by  the  Mormons,  had  al¬ 
ways  kindled  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  A  large  portion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  pure  misrepresentation,  had  been  made  to  believe  that  the  Le¬ 
gion  had  received  of  the  State  as  many  as  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
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five  or  six  thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  which  in  all  probability  would 
soon  be  wielded  for  the  conquest  of  the  country;  and  for  their  subjection 
to  Mormon  domination.  1  was  of  opinion  that  the  removal  of  these  arms 
would  tend  much  to  allay  this  excitement  and  prejudice;  and  in  point  of 
fact,  although  wearing;  a  severe  aspect,  would  he  an  act  of  real  kindness 
to  the  Mormons  themselves. 

On  the  23d  or  24th  day  of  June,  Joseph  Smith, the  Mayor  of  Nauvoo, 
together  with  his  brother  Hyrum,  and  all  the  members  of  the  council,  and 
all  others  demanded,  came  into  Carthage  and  surrendered  themselves  f 
prisoners  to  the  constable,  on  the  charge  of  riot.  They  all  voluntarily 
entered  into  a  recognizance  before  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  their  ap¬ 
peal  ance  at  court  to  answer  the  charge.  And  all  of  them  were  dis¬ 
charged  from  custody,  except  Joseph  and  Hyrum  Smith,  against  whom 
the  Magistrate  had  issued  a  new  writ,  on  a  complaint  for  treason.  They 
were  immediately  arrested  by  the  constable,  on  this  new  charge,  and  re¬ 
tained  in  his  custody,  to  answer  it. 

The  overt  act  of  treason  charged  against  them,  consisted  in  the  alledg- 
ed  levying  of  war  against  the  State  by  declaring  martial  law  in  Nauvco, 
and  in  ordering  out  the  Legion  to  resist  the  posse  comitatus.  Their  ac¬ 
tual  guiltiness  of  the  charge,  would  depend  upon  circumstances.  If  their 
opponents  had  been  seeking  to  put  the  law  in  force  in  good  faith,  and 
nothing  more,  then  an  ar  ray  of  a  military  force  in  open  resistance  to  the 
posse  comitatus,  and  the  militia  of  the  State,  most  probably  would  have 
amounted  to  treason.  But  if  those  opponents  merely  intended  to  use 
the  process  of  the  law,  the  militia  of  the  State,  and  the  posse  comitatus, 
as  cats  paws  to  compass  the  possession  of  their  persons  for  the  purpose  of 
murdering  them  afterwards,  as  the  sequal  demonstrated  the  fact  to  be,  it 
might  well  be  doubted  whether  they  were  guilty  of  treason. 

Soon  after  the  surrender  of  the  Smiths,  at  their  request  I  despatched 
Captain  Singleton  with  his  company  from  Brown  county,  to  Nauvoo,  to 
guard  the  town  ;  and  I  authorized  him  to  take  command  of  the  Legion. 

He  reported  tome  afterwards,  that  he  called  out  the  Legion  for  inspec¬ 
tion;  and  that  upon  two  hours"  notice,  two  thousand  of  them  assembled, 
all  of  them  armed;  and  this  after  the  public  arms  had  been  taken  away 
from  them.  So,  it  appears  that  they  have  a  sufficiency  of  private  arms, 
for  any  reasonable  purpose. 

After  the  Smiths  had  been  arrested  on  the  new  charge  of  treason,  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  postponed  the  examination,  because  neither  of  the 
parties  were  prepared  with  their  witnesses  for  trial.  In  the  meantime 
he  committed  them  to  the  jail  of  the  county,  for  greater  security. 

In  all  this  matter  the  justice  of  the  peace  and  constable,  though  hum¬ 
ble  in  office,  were  acting  in  a  high  and  independent  capacity,  far  beyond 
any  legal  power  in  me  to  control.  I  considered  that  the  executive  pow¬ 
er,  could  only  be  called  in  to  assist,  and  not  to  dictate,  or  control  their 
action ;  that  in  the  humble  sphere  of  their  duties,  they  were  as  independ¬ 
ent,  and  clothed  with  as  high  authority  by  the  law,  as  the  Executive 
Department;  and  that  my  province  was,  simply,  to  aid  them  with  the 
fore©  of  the  State.  It  is  true,  that  so  far  as  I  could  prevail  on  them  by 
advice,  I  endeavored  to  do  so.  The  prisoners  were  not  in  military  cus¬ 
tody,  or  prisoners  of  war;  and  I  could  no  more  legally  control  these  offi¬ 
cers,  than  I  could  the  superior  courts  of  justice. 
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Some  persons  have  supposed,  that  1  ought  to  have  had  them  sent  to 
some  more  distant  and  friendly  part  of  the  State,  for  confinement  and 
trial;  and  that  I  ought  to  have  searched  them  for  concealed  arms:  but 

itions  are  readily  disposed  of,  by  the  fact:  that, 
rs;  but  were  the  prisoners  of  the  constable  and 
of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  jail  in  which  they  were  confined,  is  a  considerable  stone  building; 
containing  a  residence  for  the  jailer,  cells  for  the  close  and  secure  con¬ 
finement  of  prisoners,  and  one  larger  room,  not  so  strong,  but  more  airy 
and  comfortable  than  the  cells.  They  were  put  into  the  cells  by  the 
jailer;  but  upon  their  remonstrance  and  request,  and  by  my  advice,  they 
were  transferred  to  the  larger  room;  and  there  they  remained  until  the 
final  catastrophe.  Neither  they  nor  I,  seriously  apprehended  an  attack 
on  the  jail  through  the  guard  stationed  to  protect  it.  Nor  did  1  appre¬ 
hend  the  least  danger  on  their  part  to  escape.  For  I  was  very  sure  that 
any  such  an  attempt  would  have  been  the  signal  of  their  immediate 
death.  Indeed  if  they  had  escaped,  it  would  have  been  fortunate  for  the 
purposes  ol  those  who  were  anxious  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Mormon 
population.  For  the  great  body  of  that  people  would  most  assuredly 
have  followed  their  prophet  and  principal  leaders,  as  they  did  in  their 
flight  from  Missouri.  Since  their  death,  no  one  has  arisen  of  influence 
enough  to  lead  them  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  force  assembled  at  Carthage  amounted  to  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  men;  and  it  was  calculated  that  four  or  five  hundred  more,  were 
assembled  at  Warsaw.  Nearly  all  that  portion  resident  in  Hancock, 
Were  anxious  to  be  marched  into  Nauvoo.  This  measure  was  supposed 
to  be  necessary,  to  search  for  counterfeit  money,  and  the  apparatus  to 
make  it;  and  also,  to  strike  a  salutary  terror  into  the  Mormon  people, 
by  an  exhibition  of  the  force  of  the  State  ;  and  thereby  prevent  future 
outrages,  murders,  robberies,  burnings  and  the  like,  apprehended  as  the 
effect  of  Mormon  vengeance,  on  those  who  had  taken  a  part  against 
them.  On  my  part,  at  one  time  this  arrangement  was  agreed  to.  The 
morning  of  the  27th  day  of  June  was  appointed  for  the  march;  and 
Golden's  point,  near  the  Mississippi  river,  and  about  equidistant  from 
Nauvoo  and  Warsaw,  was  selected  as  the  place  of  rendezvous.  I  had 
determined  to  prevail  on  the  Justice  to  bring  out  his  prisoners,  and  take 
them  along.  A  council  of  officers  however,  determined  that  this  would 
be  highly  inexpedient  and  dangerous;  and  offered  such  substantial  reasons 
for  their  opinions,  as  induced  me  to  change  rny  resolution. 

Two  or  three  days’  preparations  had  been  made  for  this  expedition.  I 
observed  that  some  or'  trie  people  became  more  and  more  excited  and 
iriflarriatory,  the  further  the  preparations  were  advanced.  Occasional 
threats  came  to  my  ears,  of  destroying  the  city  and  murdering  or  expel¬ 
ling  the  inhabitants. 

1  had  no  objection  to  case  the  terrors  of  the  people  by  such  a  display 
of  force;  and  was  most  anxious  also  to  search  for  the  alledged  apparatus 
for  making  counterfeit  money;  and  in  fact  to  enquire  into  all  the  charges 
against  that  people,  if  I  could  have  been  assured  of  my  command  against 
mutiny  and  insubordination.  But  I  gradually  learned  to  my  entire  sat¬ 
isfaction,  that  there  was  a  plan  to  get  the  troops  into  Nauvoo,  and  then 
to  begin  the  war,  probably  by  some  of  our  own  party,  or  some  of  the 


these  surmises  and  suppos 
they  were  not  my  prisonei 
jailer,  under  the  direction 


seceding  Mormons,  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  to  fire  on  our  own 
force,  and  then  laying  it  on  the  Mormons.  I  was  satisfied  that  there  were 
those  amongst  us  fully  capable  of  such  an  act;  hoping  that  in  the  alarm, 
bustle,  and  confusion  of  a  Militia  camp,  the  truth  could  not  be  discover¬ 
ed,  and  that  it  might  lead  to  the  desired  collision. 

I  had  many  objections  to  be  made  the  dupe  of  any  such,  or  similar 
artifice.  I  was  openly  and  boldly  opposed  to  any  attack  on  the  city, 
unless  it  should  become  necessary,  to  arrest  prisoners  legally  charged  and 
demanded.  Indeed  if  any  one  will  reflect  upon  the  number  of  women, 
inoffensive  young  persons,  and  innocent  children,  which  must  be  contain¬ 
ed  in  such  a  city,  of  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants,  it  would  seem 
to  me  his  heart  would  relent  and  rebel  against  such  violent,  resolutions. 
Nothing  but  the  most  blinded  and  obdurate  fury,  could  incite  a  person, 
even  if  he  had  the  power,  to  the  willingness  of  driving  such  persons, 
bare  and  houseless,  on  to  the  prairies,  to  starve,  suffer,  and  even  steal, 
as  they  must  have  done  for  subsistence.  No  one  who  has  children  of  his 
own,  could  think  of  it  for  a  moment. 

Besides  this,  if  we  had  been  ever  so  much  disposed  to  commit  such  an 
act  of  wickedness,  we  evidently  had  not  the  power  to  doit.  I  was  well 
assured  that  the  Mormons,  at  a  short  notice,  could  muster  as  many  as  two 
or  three  thousand  well  armed  men.  We  had  not  more  than  seventeen 
hundred;  with  three  pieces  of  cannon  and  about  twelve  hundred  stand 
of  small  arms.  We  had  provisions  for  two  days  only;  and  would  be 
compelled  to  disband  at  the  end  of  that  time.  To  think  of  beginning  a 
war  under  such  circumstances,  wasa  plain  absurdity.  If  the  Mormons  had 
succeeded  in  rep/Ulsing  our  attack,  as  most  likely  would  have  been  the  case, 
the  country  must  necessarily  be  given  up  to  their  ravages  until  a  new 
force  could  be  assembled,  and  provisions  made  for  its  subsistence.  Or 
if  we  should  have  succeeded  in  driving  them  from  their  city,  they  would 
have  scattered  over  the  country;  and  being  justly  incensed  at  our  bar¬ 
barity,  and  suffering  with  privation  and  hunger,  would  have  spread  deso¬ 
lation  all  over  the  country,  without  any  possibility  on  our  part,  with  the 
force  wre  then  had,  of  preventing  it.  Again,  they  would  have  had  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  subsist  their  force  in  the  field,  by  plundering 


their  enemies. 

All  these  considerations  were  duly  urged  by  me,  upon  the  attention  of 
a  council  of  officers,  convened  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  June.  1 
also  urged  upon  the  council,  that  such  wanton  and  unprovoked  barbarity  on 
their  part,  would  turn  the  sympathy  of  the  people  in  the  surrounding 
counties,  in  favor  of  the  Mormons;  and  thereafter,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  raise  a  volunteer  Militia  force,  to  protect  such  a  people  against  them. 
Many  of  the  officers  admitted  that  there  might  be  danger  of  collision. 
But  such  was  the  blind  fury  prevailing  at  the  time,  though  not  showing 
itself  by  much  visible  excitement,  that  a  small  majority  of  the  council 
adhered  to  the  first  resolution  of  marching  into  Nauvoo;  most  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Schuyler  and  McDonough  Militia,  voting  against  it;  and 
most  of  those  of  the  county  of  Hancock  voting  in  its  favor. 

A  very  responsible  duty  now  devolved  upon  me,  to  determine  whether  I 
would,  as  Commander  in  Chief,  be  governed  by  the  advice  of  this  major¬ 
ity.  i  had  no  hesitation  in  deciding  that  I  would  not;  but  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  be  disbanded,  both  at  Carthage  and  Warsaw, 


with  the  exception  of  three  companies,  two  of  which  were  retained  as 
a  guard  to  the  jail,  and  the  other  was  retained  to  accompany  me  to 
Nauvoo. 

The  officers  insisted  much  in  council,  upon  the  necessity  of  marching 
to  that  place  to  search  for  apparatus  to  make  counterfeit  money,  and 
more  particularly  to  terrify  t h 3  Mormons  from  attempting  any  open  or 
secret  measures  of  vengeance  against  the  citizens  of  the  county,  who 
had  taken  a  part  against  them  or  their  leaders.  To  ease  their  terrors  on 
this  head,  I  proposed  to  them  that  I  would  myself  proceed  to  the 
city,  accompanied  by  a  small  force;  make  the  proposed  search,  and 
deliver  an  address  to  the  Mormons;  and  tell  them  plainly  what  degree 
of  excitement  and  hatred  prevailed  against  them  in  the  minds  of  the 
whole  people  ;  and  that  if  any  open  or  secret  violence  should  be  commit¬ 
ted  on  the  persons  or  property  of  those  who  had  taken  part  against  them, 
that  no  one  would  doubt  but  that  it  had  been  perpetrated  by  them;  and  that 
it  would  he  the  sure  and  certain  means  of  the  destruction  of  their  citv 
and  the  extermination  of  their  people. 

I  ordered  two  companies  under  the  command  of  Captain  B.  F.  Smith, 
of  the  Carthage  Greys  to  guard  the  jail.  In  selecting  these  companies, 
and  particularly  the  company  of  the  Carthage  Greys,  for  this  service, 
I  have  been  subjected  to  some  censure.  It  has  been  said  that  this  com* 
pany  had  already  been  guilty  of  mutiny,  and  had  been  ordered  to  be 
arrested,  whilst  in  the  encampment  at  Carthage  ;  and  that  they  and  their 
officers  were  the  deadly  enemies  of  the  prisoners.  Indeed  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  find  friends  of  the  prisoners,  under  my  command,  unless 
I  had  called  in  the  Mormons  as  a  guard;  and  this,  I  was  satisfied,  would 
have  led  to  the  immediate  war,  and  the  sure  death  of  the  prisoners. 

It  is  true  that  this  company  had  behaved  badly  towards  the  Brigadier 
General  in  command,  on  the  occasion  when  the  prisoners  were  shown 
along  the  line  of  the  McDonough  Militia.  This  company  had  been  or¬ 
dered  as  a  guard.  They  were  under  the  belief  that  the  prisoners  who 
were  arrested  for  a  capital  offence,  were  shown  to  the  troops  in  a  kind 
of  triumph;  and  that  they  had  been  called  on  as  a  triumphal  escort 
to  grace  the  procession.  They  also,  entertained  a  very  bad  feeling  to¬ 
wards  the  Brigadier  General  who  commanded  their  service  on  the  occa¬ 
sion.  The  truth  is,  however,  that  this  company  was  never  ordered  to  be 
arrested;  that  the  Smiths  were  not  shown  to  the  McDonough  troops,  as 
a  mark  of  honor  and  triumph,  but  were  shown  to  them  at  the  urnent  re- 
quest  of  the  troops  themselves,  to  gratify  their  curiosity  in  beholding  per¬ 
sons  wrho  had  made  themselves  so  notorious  in  the  country. 

When  the  Carthage  Greys  ascertained  what  was  the  true  motive  in 
showing  the  prisoners  to  the  troops,  they  were  perfectly  satisfied.  All 
due  atonement  was  made  on  their  part,  for  their  conduct  to  the  Brigadier 
General,  and  they  cheerfully  returned  to  their  duty. 

Although  I  knew  that  this  company  were  the  enemies  of  the  Smiths, 
yeti  had  confidence  in  their  loyalty  and  integrity;  because  their  Captain 
was  universally  spoken  of,  as  a  most  respectable  citizen,  and  honorable 
man.  The  company  itself,  was  an  old  independent  company,  well  armed, 
uniformed  and  drilled;  and  the  members  of  it  were  the  elite  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  of  the  country.  I  relied  upon  this  company  especially,  because  it 
was  an  independent  company,  fora  longtime  instructed  and  practised  in 
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military  discipline  and  subordination.  I  also  had  their  word  and  honor, 
officers  and  men,  to  do  their  duty  according  to  law.  Besides  ail  this  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  most  of  the  men  resided  in  Carthage;  in  the  near  vicinity  of 
Nauvoo;  and,  as  I  thought  must  know  that  they  would  make  themselves 
and  their  property,  convenient  and  conspicous  marks  of  Mormon  ven¬ 
geance,  in  case  they  were  guilty  of  treachery. 

I  had  at  first  intended  to  select  a  guard  from  the  county  of  McDonough; 
but  the  militia  of  that  county  were  very  much  dissatisfied  to  remain;  their 
crops  weie  suffering  at  home;  they  were  in  a  perfect  fever  to  be  dischar¬ 
ged;  and  I  was  destitute  of  provisions  to  supply  them  for  more  than  a  few 
days.  They  were  far  from  home,  where  they  could  not  supply  them¬ 
selves.  Whilst  the  Carthage  company  could  board  at  their  own  houses, 
and  wrould  be  put  to  little  inconvenience,  in  comparison. 

What  gave  me  greater  confidence  in  the  selection  of  this  company  as 
a  prudent  measure,  wras  that  the  selection  was  first  suggested  and  urged 
by  the  Brigadier  General  in  command,  who  was  well  known  to  be  utterly 
hostile  to  all  mobocracy  and  violence  towards  the  prisoners;  and  who 
was  openly  charged  by  the  violent  party,  with  being  on  the  side  of  the 
Mormons.  At  any  rate,  I  knew  that  the  jail  would  have  to  be  guarded  as 
long  as  the  prisoners  were  confined;  that  an  imprisonment  for  treason 
might  last  the  whole  summer  and  the  greater  part  of  the  autumn,  before 
a  trial  could  be  had  in  the  circuit  court;  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossi¬ 
ble  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  to  keep  a  force  there  from  a 
foreign  county,  for  so  long  a  time;  and  that  a  time  must  surely  come, 
when  the  duty  of  guarding  the  jail  would  necessarily  devolve  on  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county. 

mf 

It  is  true,  also,  that  at  this  time  I  had  not  believed  or  suspected,  that 
any  attack  was  to  be  made  upon  the  prisoners  in  jail.  It  is  true  that  I 
was  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  hatred  existed  against  them,  and  that 
there  were  those  who  would  do  them  an  injury  if  they  could.  I  had 
heard  of  some  threats  being  made,  but  none  of  an  attack  upon  the  prisoners 
whilst  in  jail.  These  threats  seemed  to  be  made  by  individuals,  not  acting 
in  concert.  They  were  no  more  than  the  bluster  which  might  have  been 
expected;  and  furnished  no  indication  of  numbers  combining  for  this  or 
any  other  purpose, 

1  must  here  be  permitted  to  say,  also,  that  frequent  appeals  had  been 
made  to  me  to  make  a  clean  and  thorough  work  of  the  matter  by  exter¬ 
minating  the  Mormons,  or  expelling  them  from  the  State.  An  opinion 
seemed  generally  to  prevail,  that  the  sanction  of  Executive  authority 
would  legalize  the  act;  and  all  persons  of  any  influence,  authority,  or 
note,  who  conversed  with  me  on  the  subject,  frequently  and  repeatedly 
stated  their  total  unwillingness  to  act  without  my  direction;  or  in  any 
mode  except  according  to  law. 

This  was  a  circumstance  well  calculated  to  conceal  from  me,  the  secret 
machinations  on  foot.  I  had  constantly  contended  against  violent  meas¬ 
ures,  and  so  had  the  Brigadier  General  in  command;  and  I  am  convinced 
that  unusual  pains  were  taken  to  conceal  from  both  of  us,  the  secret 
measures  resolved  upon.  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  some  person 
named  Williams,  in  a  public  speech  at  Carthage,  called  ior  volunteers  to 
murder  the  Smiths;  and  that  I  ought  to  have  had  him  arrested.  Wheth- 
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er  such  a  speech  was  really  made  or  not,  is  yet  unknown  to  me.  I  have 
heard  the  report  of  it  for  the  first  time,  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

Having  ordered  the  guard,  and  discharged  the  residue  of  the  militia,  I 
immediately  departed  for  Nauvoo,  eighteen  miles  distant,  accompanied 
by  Col.  Buckmaster,  Quartermaster  General,  and  Capt.  Dunn’s  Compa¬ 
ny  of  dragoons. 

After  we  had  proceeded  four  miles,  Col.  Buckmaster  intimated  to  me, 
a  suspicion,  that  an  attack  would  be  made  on  the  jail.  Restated  the 
matter  as  a  mere  suspicion,  arising  from  having  seen  two  persons  con¬ 
verse  together  at  Carthage,  with  some  air  of  mystery.  I,  myself,  enter¬ 
tained  no  suspicion  of  such  an  attack;  at  any  rate  none  before  the  next 
day,  in  the  afternoon.  Because  it  was  notorious,  that  we  had  departed 
from  Carthage,  with  the  declared  intention  of  being  absent,  at  least  two 
days.  1  could  not  believe,  that  any  person  would  attack  the  jail,  whilst 
we  were  in  Nauvoo;  and  thereby  expose  my  life,  and  the  lives  of  my 
companions,  to  the  sudden  vengeance  of  the  Mormons,  upon  hearing  of 
the  death  of  their  leaders.  Nevertheless,  acting  upon  the  principle  of 
providing  against  mere  possibilities,  I  sent  back  one  of  the  company,  with 
a  special  order  to  Capt.  Smith,  to  guard  the  jail  strictly  and  at  the  peril 
of  his  life,  until  my  return. 

We. proceeded  on  our  journey  four  miles  further.  By  this  time  I  had 
convinced  myself  that  no  attack  would  be  made  on  the  jail  that  day,  or 
night.  I  supposed  that  a  regard  for  my  safety,  and  the  safety  of  my  com¬ 
panions,  would  prevent  an  attack,  until  those  to  be  engaged  in  it,  could 
be  assured  of  our  departure  from  Nauvoo.  1  still  think,  that  this  ought 
to  have  appeared  to  me,  to  be  a  reasonable  supposition. 

I,  therefore,  determined  at  this  point,  to  omit  making  the  search  for 
counterfeit  money  in  Nauvoo;  and  defer,  an  examination  of  all  the  oth¬ 
er  abominations  charged  on  that  people,  in  order  to  return,  to  Carthage 
that  same  night,  that  1  might  be  on  the  ground  in  person,  in  time  to  pre¬ 
vent  an  attack  on  the  jail,  if  any  had  been  meditated.  To  this  end  we 
called  a  halt;  the  baggage  wagons  were  ordered  to  remain  where  they 
were,  until  towards  evening;  and  then  return  to  Carthage. 

Having  made  these  arrangements,  we  proceeded  on  our  march,  and 
arrived  at  Nauvoo  about  four  o’clock,  of  the  afternoon,  of  the  27th  day 
of  June.  As  soon  as  notice  could  be  gi  ven,  a  crowd  of  the  citizens  as¬ 
sembled,  to  hear  an  address,  which  I  proposed  to  deliver  them.  The 
number  present,  has  been  variously  estimated,  from  one,  to  five  thou¬ 
sand. 

In  this  address  I  stated  to  them,  how,  and  in  what,  their  functionaries 
had  violated  the  laws.  Also  the  many  scandalous  reports  in  circulation 
against  them,  and  that  these  reports,  whether  true  or  false,  were  generally 
believed  by  the  people.  1  distinctly  stated  to  them  the  amount  of  hatred 
and  prejudice,  which  prevailed  every  where  against  them,  and  the  causes 
of  it,  at  length. 

I  also  told  them  plainly  and  emphatically,  that  if  any  vengeance  should 
be  attempted  openly  or  secretly  against  the  persons  or  property  of  the 
citizens,  who  had  taken  part  against  their  leaders,  that  the  public  hatred 
and  excitement  was  such,  that  thousands  would  assemble  for  the  total 
destruction  of  their  city;  and  the  extermination  of  their  people;  and 
that  no  power  in  the  State  would  be  able  to  prevent  it.  During  this  ad- 
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dress  some  impatience  and  resentment,  were  manifested  by  the  Mormons, 
at  the  recital  of  the  various  reports  enumerated  concerning  them;  which 
they  strenuously,  and  indignantly  denied  to  be  true.  They  claimed  to 
be  a  law  abiding  people;  and  insisted,  that  as  they  looked  to  the  law  alone 
for  their  protection,  so  were  they  careful  themselves  to  observe  its  pro¬ 
visions.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  address,  1  proposed  to  take  a  vote 
on  the  question,  whether  they  would  strictly  observe  laws,  even  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  their  prophet  and  leaders.  The  vote  was  unanimous,  in  favor 
of  this  proposition. 

A  short  time  before  sun  down,  we  departed  on  our  return  to  Carthage. 
When  we  had  proceeded  two  miles,  we  met  two  individuals,  one  of  them 
a  Mormon,  who  informed  us,  that  the  Smiths,  had  been  assassinated  in 
jail,  about  five  or  six  o’clock  of  that  day.  The  intelligence  seemed  to 
strike  every  one  with  a  kind  of  dumbness.  As  to  myself,  it  was  perfectly 
astounding;  and  I  anticipated  the  very  worst  consequences  from  it.  The 
Mormons  had  been  represented  to  me  as  a  lawless,  infatuated,  and  fanat¬ 
ical  people,  not  governed  by  the  ordinary  motives,  which  influence  the 
majority  of  mankind.  If  so,  most  likely,  an  exterminating  war  would 
ensue,  and  the  whole  land  would  be  covered  with  desolation. 

Acting  upon  this  supposition,  it  was  my  duty  to  provide  as  well  as  I 
could  for  the  event.  1,  therefore,  ordered  the  two  messengers  into  cus¬ 
tody,  and  to  be  returned  with  us,  to  Carthage  .  This  was  done,  to  get 
time  to  make  such  arrangement  as  could  be  made;  and  to  prevent  any 
sudden  explosion  of  Mormon  excitement,  before  they  could  be  written  to, 
by  their  friends  at  Carthage.  I,  also,  despatched  messengers  to  Warsaw, 
to  advise  the  citizens  of  the  event.  But  the  people  there,  knew  all  about 
the  matter,  before  my  messengers  arrived.  They,  like  myself,  anticipa¬ 
ted  a  general  attack  all  over  the  country.  The  women  and  children  were 
removed  across  the  river;  and  a  committee  was  despatched  that  night  to 
Quincy  for  assistance.  The  next  morning,  by  day  light,  the  ringing  of 
all  the  bells  in  the  city  announced  a  public  meeting.  The  people  as¬ 
sembled  in  great  numbers,  at  an  early  hour.  The  Warsaw  committee! 
stated  to  the  meeting,  that  a  party  of  Mormons,  had  attempted  to  rescue 
the  Smiths  out  of  jail;  that  a  party  of  Missourians,  and  others  had  killed 
the  prisoners  to  prevent  their  escape;  that  the  Governor  and  his  party 
were  at  Nauvoo,  at  the  time,  when  intelligence  of  the  fact  was  brought: 
there;  that  they,  had  been  attacked  by  the  Nauvoo  Legion,  and  had  re¬ 
treated  to  a  house,  where  they  were  then  closely  besieged.  That  the 
Governor  had  sent  out  word  that  he  could  maintain  his  position  for  two 
days,  and  would  be  certain  to  be  massacred,  if  assistance  did  not  arrive 
by  the  end  of  that  time.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  this  entire  story 
was  a  fabrication.  It  was  of  a  piece  with  the  other  reports,  put  into 
circulation  by  the  anti-Mormon  party,  to  influence  the  public  mind,  and 
call  the  people  to  their  assistance.  The  effect  of  it,  however,  was,  that 
by  ten  o’clock,  on  the  28th  of  June,  between  two  and  three  hundred  men, 
from  Quincy,  under  the  command  of  Major  Flood,  embarked  on  board 
of  a  steam  boat,  for  Nauvoo.  to  assist  in  raising  the  siege,  as  they  honest¬ 
ly  believed. 

As  for  myself,  I  was  well  convinced  that  those,  whoever  they  were, 
who  assassinated  the  Smiths,  meditated  in  turn,  my  assassination  by  the 
Mormons.  The  very  circumstances  of  the  case,  fully  corroborated  the 
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information,  which  I  afterwards  received,  that  upon  consultation  of  the 
assassins,  it  was  agreed  amongst  them,  that  the  murder  must  be  committed 
whilst  the  Governor  was  at  Nauvoo;  that  the  Mormons  would  naturally 
suppose  that  he  had  planned  it;  and  that  in  the  first  outpouring  of  their 
indignation,  they  would  assassinate  him,  by  way  of  retaliation.  And  that 
thus  they  would  get  clear  of  the  Smiths  and  the  Governor,  all  at  once. 
They,  also,  supposed,  that  if  they  could  so  contrive  the  matter,  as  to  have 
the  Governor  of  the  State  assassinated  by  the  Mormons,  the  public  ex¬ 
citement  would  be  greatly  increased  against  them,  and  would  result  in 
their  expulsion  from  the  State  at  least. 

Upon  the  first  hearing  of  the  assassination  of  the  Smiths,  I  was  sensi¬ 
ble  that  my  command  was  at  an  end;  that  my  destruction  was  meditated 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Mormons;  and  that  I  could  not  reasonably  confide 
longer,  in  the  one  party  or  in  the  other. 

The  question  then  arose,  what  would  be  proper  to  be  done.  A  war 
was  expected  by  every  body.  I  was  desirous  of  preserving  the  peace.  I 
could  not  put  myself  at  the  head  of  the  Mormon  force,  with  any  kind  of  pro¬ 
priety;  and  without  exciting  greater  odium  against  them,  than  already 
existed.  I  could  not  put  myself  at  the  head  of  the  anti-Mormon  party, 
because  they  had  justly  forfeited  my  confidence,  and  my  command  over 
them,  was  put  an  end  to,  by  mutiny  and  treachery.  I  could  not  put  my¬ 
self  at  the  head  of  either  of  these  forces;  because  both  of  them,  in  turn, 
had  violated  the  Saw;  and  as  I  then  believed,  meditated  further  aggression, 
ft  appeared  to  me,  that  if  a.  war  ensued,  I  ought  to  have  a  force  in  which 
I  could  confide,  and  that  1  ought  to  establish  my  Head  Quarters  at  a  place-' 
where  I  could  learn  the  truth,  as  to  what  was  going  on. 

For  these  reasons,  I  determined  to  proceed  to  Quincy,  a  place  favora¬ 
bly  situated  for  receiving  the  earliest  intelligence;  for  issuing  orders  to 
raise  an  army  if  necessary,  and  for  providing  supplies  for  its  subsistance. 
But  first,  I  determined  to  return  back  to  Carthage,  and  make  such  arrange¬ 
ments  as  could  be  made  for  the  pacification  and  defence  of  the  country. 
When  I  arrived  there,  about  10  o’clock  at  night,  1  found  that  great  con¬ 
sternation  prevailed.  Many  of  the  citizens  had  departed  with  theirfami- 
iies,  and  others  were  preparing  to  go.  As  the  country  was  utterly  de¬ 
fenceless,  this  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  proper  precaution.  One  company  of 
the  guard,  stationed  by  me,  to  guaid  ihe  jail,  had  disbanded  and  gone 
home  before  the  jail  was  attacked;  and  many  of  the  Carthage  Greys 
departed  soon  afterwards. 

Gen.  Doming,  volunteered  to  remain,  in  command  of  a  few  men,  with 
orders  to  guard  the  town,  observe  the  progress  of  events,  and  to  retreat 
if  menaced  by  a  superior  force. 

Here,  also,  1  found  Doct.  Richards  and  Mr.  Taylor,  two  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  Mormon  leaders,  who  had  been  in  the  jail,  at  the  time  of  the  attack; 
and  who  voluntarily  addressed,  a  most  pacific  exhortation  to  their  fellow 
citizens,  which  was  the  first  intelligence  of  the  murder,  which  was  received 
at  JNauvoo.  1  think  it  very  probable,  that  the  subsequent  good  conduct 
of  the  Mormons,  is  attributable  to  the  arrest  of  the  messengers;  and  to 
the  influence  of  this  letter. 

Having  made  these  arrangements  I  departed  for  Quincy.  On  my 
road  thither,  1  heard  of  a  body  of  militia  marching  from  Schuyler; 
and  another  from  Brown.  It  appears,  that  orders  had  been  sent  out  in 
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my  name,  but  without  my  knowledge,  for  the  militia  of  Schuyler  county. 
1  immcdia  elv  countermanded  their  inarch,  and  thev  returned  to  their 
homes.  When  I  arrived  at  Columbus,  1  found  that  Captain  Jonas  had 
raised  a  company  of  one  hundred  men,  who  were  just  ready  to  march. 
By  my  advice,  they  postponed  their  march,  to  await  further  orders.  I 
ariivcd  at  Quincy  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  June,  about  8  o’clock; 
and  immediately  issued  orders,  provisionally,  for  raising  an  imposing 
force,  when  it  should  seem  to  be  necessary. 

I  remained  at  Quincy  for  about  one  month,  during  which  time  a  com¬ 
mittee  from  Warsaw,  waited  on  me,  with  a  written  request  that  I  would 
expel  the  Mormons  from  the  State.  It  seemed,  that  it  never  occurred  to 
these  gentlemen,  that  I  had  no  power  to  exile  a  citizen;  but  they  insisted 
that  if  this  were  not  done,  their  party  would  abandon  the  State.  This  re¬ 
quisition  was  refused,  of  course. 

During  this  time  also,  with  the  view  of  saving  expense,  keeping  the 
peace,  and  having  a  force  which  would  be  removed  from  the  prejudices, 
in  the  country,  I  made  application  to  the  United  States  for  five  hundred 
men,  of  the  regular  arm}7,  to  be  stationed  for  a  time,  in  Hancock  county, 
which  was  subsequently  refused. 

During  this  time,  also,  I  had  secret  agents  amongst  all  parties,  obser¬ 
ving  their  movements;  and  was  accurately  informed  of  every  thing  which 
was  meditated  on  both  sides.  It  appeared  that  the  anti- Mormon  party, 
had  not  relinquished  their  hostility  to  the  Mormons;  nor  their  determina¬ 
tion  to  expel  them:  but  had  deferred  further  operations  until  the  fall  season, 
after  they  had  finished  their  summer’s  work  on  their  forms. 

I  cannot  lay  before  you  the  estimates,  of  the  costs  of  these  proceedings. 
I  do  not  know  that  any  estimates  have  ever  been  made  by  the  proper 
officers;  and  certainly  none  have  been  returned  to  me,  except  for  the 
transportation  of  the  Quincy  Militia  to  Warsaw7  and  back.  And  1  do  not 
know  that  any  claim  will  be  made  by  the  men. 

I  omit  to  say  any  thing  of  the  manner  of  the  murder  of  the  Smiths;  or 
of  the  persons  by  whom  the  murder  was  committed,  because  several  per¬ 
sons  are  under  indictment  for  their  supposed  share  in  the  act;  and  it  is 
not  proper  that.  I  should  say  any  thing,  which  might,  possibly  prejudice  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me,  however,  that  the  persons  who  commit¬ 
ted  the  deed,  ought  to  be  made  to  answer  for  their  crime.  The  honor  of 
the  State  and  t he  supremacy  of  the  laws  seemed  to  be  compromitted;  a 
trial  ought  to  be  insisted  on,  exactly  as  in  other  cases;  and  if  the  accused, 
have  all  the  matters  of  defence  and  justification  on  their  side,  which 
they  claim,  they  will  be  able  to  show  them  to  the  court. 

During  the  latter  part  of  August  and  first  of  September  last,  I  observed 
that  the  anti-Mormon  paper,  in  Hancock  county,  renewed  its  attacks  on 
the  Mormons;  every  number  of  which,  groaned  with  charges  of  larcenies 
and  robberies  and  meditated  outrages.  By  this  fact,  connected  with  my 
previous  iiformatioo,  I  was  certain  that  the  time  was  approaching,  when 
a  new  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  expel  the  Mormons.  In  a  short  time 
afterwaidg  I  ascertained  that  the  officers  of  the  militia  in  Hancock  coun¬ 
ty,  had  appointed  agrand  military  parade,  at  Warsaw  to  come  off  on  the 
26th  day  of  October.  Circulars  were  printed,  signed  bv  these  officers, 
and  extensively  circulated  in  Iowa  Territory;  in  the  State  of  Missouri; 
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and  in  the  neighboring  counties;  inviting  the  militia  in  all  those  parts,  to 
attend  the  parade;  and  to  come  prepared  for  a  six  days’  encampment. 

It  was  also  extensively  given  out,  that  there  was  to  be  a  grand  wolf 
hunt;  and  that  the  Mormons  and  Jack-Mormons,  were  the  wolves  to  be 
hunted.  A  large  number  engaged  in  getting  up  this  movement,  openly 
stated,  that  the  object  of  it,  was  to  make  war  on  the  Mormons. 

I  could  not  hesitate,  as  to  what  duty  required.  The  State  had  already 
been  in  danger  of  disgrace  by  a  treacherous  and  cowardly  murder.  The 
Mormons  had  been  peaceable,  submissive  and  quiet,  ever  since  the  death 
of  the  Smiths;  and  contrary  to  general  expectation  instead  of  attempting 
to  avenge  themselves,  either  openly  or  secretly,  had  quietly,  and  patiently 
submitted  to  the  slow  operation  of  the  laws,  to  redress  their  grievances. 

They  were  human  beings;  and  citizens  of  the  State.  They  had  not 
been  disfranchised  by  law,  and  were  constitutionally  entitled  to  protec¬ 
tion. 

From  respect  to  the  prejudices  of  my  fellow-citizens,  I  declined  to  au¬ 
thorise  the  legion  to  be  called  out,  to  suppress  disturbances;  but  imme¬ 
diately  issued  a  call  for  volunteers  from  the  State  militia. 

The  call  was  answered  by  four  or  five  hundred  men.  I  requested  Gen¬ 
eral  Hardin,  to  take  the  command.  He  did  so  with  alacrity;  thereby 
exhibiting  a  patriotic  devotion,  in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  law, 
even  against  the  advice  of  many  of  his  personal  and  political  friends. 

We  marched  with  as  much  alacrity  as  possible,  and  arrived  in  Hancock 
county,  on  the  25th  day  of  October.  The  malcontents  abandoned  their 
design ,  and  I  believe  all  the  leaders  of  it  fled  to  Missouri.  The  Carthage 
Grey’s  fled  almost  in  a  body;  and  every  one  fled  who,  from  his  previous 
conduct,  supposed  himself  obnoxious  as  a  leader. 

During  our  presence  in  the  county  writs  were  taken  out  against  three 
persons  charged  with  the  murder  of  the  Smiths.  They  also  "fled  to  Mis¬ 
souri.  As  for  myself,  although  I  wms  determined  from  the  first,  for  the 
honor  of  the  State,  that  this  murder  should  be  fully  enquired  into;  and 
some  of  the  guilty  brought  to  trial;  yet,  I  was  never  anxious  to  proceed 
with  the  full  rigor  of  the  law.  I  always  insisted  that  the  prosecutions 
should  be  limited  to  a  few  individuals,  and  I  was  utterly  opposed  to  all 
such  unnecessary  harshness,  as  would  excite  sympathy  in  their  favor. 

For  this  reason,  I  consented  to  advise  the  prosecuting  attorney,  to  ad¬ 
mit  them  to  bail  and  to  agree  to  a  continuance  of  the  cause,  if  desired,  by 
the  defendants.  Upon  this  arrangement  being  made,  to  which  I  was  also 
advised  by  Gen.  Hardin  and  Coh  Baker,  the  persons  accused  surrender¬ 
ed  themselves  to  the  Sheriff. 

The  militia  were  disbanded  next  morning  and  returned  home,  after  a 
campaign  of  about  thirteen  days. 

The  good  effect  of  this  expedition  is,  that  in  my  opinion  it  has  saved 
much  bloodshed;  and  has  prevented  a  more  extensive  contest  than  many 
persons  anticipated,  all  over  that  part  of  the  country:  to  which  the  peo¬ 
ple,  from  political  considerations,  growing  out  of  an  excited  election  then 
pending,  were  about  to  be  made  parlies. 

It  also,  shewed  to  both  parties  in  Hancock,  that  the  people  at  a  distance 
would  not  be  quiet  spectators  of  such  a  contest;  but  would  rally  around 
their  constituted  authorities  to  put  it  down.  This  is  a  fact,  which  one  of 
the  parties,  before  the  experiment  was  tried,  would  not  believe.  They 
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supposed  that  the  Mormons,  were  so  odious  and  unpopular,  that  they 
might  be  massacred  with  impunity;  that  the  people,  generally  would  not 
have  the  will,  nor  the  Government  the  power,  to  interfere  to  prevent  it. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  estimates  of  the  costs  of  this  expedition;  but 
1  am  informed  by  letter  from  Maj.  W.  B.  Warren,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Gen. 
Hardin,  who  is  preparing  them,  that  the  whole  cost,  will  not  exceed  eight 
or  nine  thousand  dollars.  When  they  are  received,  they  will  belaid  be¬ 
fore  you. 

1  have  extended  this  account,  I  am  afraid  too  far;  and  yet  there  is  much 
to  say,  calcinated  to  throw7  light,  on  these  proceedings. 

As  to  the  Nauvoo  charters,  about  which  so  much  has  been  said,  among 
the  people,  the  privileges  therein  contained,  were  much  abused  during  the 
lifetime  of  the  Smiths.  Ordinances  have  been  passed,  inflicting  a  dif¬ 
ferent  and  more  severe  punishment,  upon  well  defined  crimes  than  what  is 
provided  by  the  laws  of  the  State.  The  city  council  passed  an  ordinance, 
that  no  arrest  should  be  made  in  the  city,  unless  the  writ  for  that  pur-' 
pose,  should  he  first,  approved  and  endorsed  by  the  Mayor.  They 
also,  provided  for  a  severe  punishment,  against  any  off  cer  attempting 
such  arrest,  without  this  approval;  and  enacted  that  the  Governor  of  the 
State  should  not  pardon  the  offender,  except  by  consent  of  the  Mayor. 
And  they,  also  provided  that  the  Municipal  court,  should  have  a  general 
power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  These  last  ordinances  are  alleg¬ 
ed  to  have  been  passed  to  protect  their  citizens,  from  the  continued  perse¬ 
cutions  of  the  Missourians.  They  may  have  been  useful,  in  the  lifetime 
of  the  Smiths  to  protect  them;  but  since  their  death,  there  has  been,  and 
most  probably  will  be,  no  call  for  the  exercise  of  such  usurped  authority. 

The  Nauvoo  Legion  also,  lias  been  a  great  offence  to  the  people  of  this 
State.  It  has  been  represented  to  be  a  standing  armv,  of  four  or  five 
thousand,  well  drilled,  and  well  disciplined  forces.  This  legion  was  cal¬ 
led  out  for  review,  during  my  last  visit  there.  I  do  not  pretend  myself  to 
be  skilled  in  military  science;  but  it  was  the  decided  opinion  of  all  the 
field  off  cers,  who  accompanied  me,  that  this  legion  is  in  no  wise  superi¬ 
or  to  the  common  militia,  and  that  in  fact  they  were  inferior  to  most  of 
the  militia  in  the  State. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  Legion  be  repealed;  and  that  Nauvoo, 
should  be  formed  into  a  brigade  by  itself.  It  will  be  impossible  for  the 
Nauvoo  militia,  and  that  of  the  surrounding  country,  to  act  together  in 
peace  for  some  time  to  come. 

I  see  very  strong  indications  on  the  part  of  both  Houses,  to  make  an 
entire  repeal  of  all  these  charters.  I  do  not  see  how,  ten  or  twelve  thous¬ 
and  people,  can  well  do  in  a  city,  without  some  chartered  privileges.  I 
would  advise,  that  all  the  obnoxious  parts,  of  these  charters  should  be  re¬ 
pealed;  and  an  ample  provision  made  against  any  future  abuses  of  power, 
thus  leaving  all  the  really  useful  parts  of  their  city  charter;  and  placing 
them  upon  grounds  of  some  equality  with  other  citizens.  This  is  repub¬ 
lican  and  cannot  be  denied  without  injustice. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


Springfield,  December  17,  1844. 
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COMMUNICATION 

FROM 

T HE  GOVERNOR, 

Laying  before  the  Senate  the  report  of  Mr.  Ryan ,  one  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  pari  of  the  StMte ,  to  negotiate  iviih  the  American  and  Foreign  bond 
holders ,  for  a  further  advance  of  money  to  complete  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal . 


DECEMBER  13,  1844. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  600  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Executive  Department. 
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Springfield ,  December  13, 1844. 

To  the  Senate : 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  the  report  of  the  Hon.  Mich¬ 
ael  Ryan,  one  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to  negotiate 
with  the  American  and  foreign  bond-holders  for  a  further  advance  of  mo- 
nev  to  complete  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  under  the  law  of  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Also,  the  circular  letter  of  a  committee  of  the  foreign  bond-holders, 
shewing  the  terms  upon  which  subscriptions  were  proposed  to  be  made. 

This  report  and  circular  letter  will  give  the  Senate  complete  informa¬ 
tion,  as  to  the  various  steps  which  have  been  taken  in  this  negotiation; 
and  the  state  of  it  up  to  the  latest  advices. 

The  matters  contained  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Ryan,  will  be  the  subject 
of  serious  and  grave  consideration  with  the  Senate.  I  cannot  withhold  my 
tribute  of  acknowledgment  of  the  profound  ability  with  which  this  re¬ 
port  was  prepared;  and  the  wise  and  statesman  like  views  which  it 
contains.  I  entirely  and  fully  concur  in  those  views:  and  would  willing¬ 
ly  urge  them  upon  your  attention  by  additional  arguments,  if  any  thing 
more  could  be  said  to  make  them  clearer;  or  shew  their  importance;  or 
impress  them  more  forcibly  upon  the  Legislature. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


To  his  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford: 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  a  statement 
of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  negotiation,  which  has  been  for 
some  time  pending,  relative  to  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michi¬ 
gan  canal.  I  am  preparing,  and  shall  as  soon  as  practicable,  lay  before 
you  a  full  and  minute  detail  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  facts,  which 
have  transpired  from  the  inception,  and  duiing  the  progress  of  this  nego- 


tiation;  together  with  all  such  letters,  papers  and  documents  as  have  been 
written,  communicated,  or  published  by  the  bond-holders,  their  agents,  or 
Col.  Oakley  and  myself.  But  as  your  Excellency  may  desire  to  know,  at 
an  earlier  period,  the  present  condition  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  proba¬ 
bilities  of  tin  a!  success,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  make  such  recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  legislature  as  you  may  deem  desirable,  I  think  it  proper  to 
make  this  communication,  at  this  time,  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the  de¬ 
sired  information  without  further  delay. 

Subscriptions  have  been  obtained  upon  §2,000,000  of  canal  bonds  in 
Europe,  and  upon  about  §1,500,090  canal  securities  in  the  United  States. 
A  considerable  increase  has  been  made  to  the  latter  subscription  within 
the  last  two  months.  The  rate  of  subscription  was  first  fixed  at  32  per 
cent.,  upon  all  the  canal  bonds  held  by  each  subscriber;  but  it  was  sub- 
sequently  ascertained  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  obtain  sub¬ 
scriptions  upon  all  the  canal  bonds,  and  it  was  therefore  decided  to 
increase  the  rate  from  32  to  40  per  cent.,  to  enable  us  to  obtain  the  re¬ 
quired  sum  to  complete  the  canal.  The  subscribers  in  New  York  con¬ 
sented  to  change  their  subscriptions  to  40  per  cent.;  and  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  European  subscribers  will  do  the  same.  Assuming  that 
they  will  do  so,  there  will  still  be  a  deficit  of  §200,000.  To  obtain  the 
subscriptions  for  this  sum,  it  was  proposed  that  Mr.  David  Leavitt,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Exchange  Bank,  which  holds  §250,000  canal  bonds, 
and  has  subscribed  §100,000  to  the  loan,  should  proceed  to  Europe  with 
the  increased  subscriptions  made  in  New  York,  and  it  was  believed,  as 
the  foreign  subscribers  had  expressed  a  willingness  to  increase  their  sub¬ 
scriptions,  to  correspond  to  any  increase  made  in  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Leavitt  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  the  balance  of  the 
sum  required  to  make  up  the  §1,600,000.  This  opinion  was  strengthen¬ 
ed  by  the  consideration  that  Mr.  Leavitt  was  a  large  bond-holder,  and  a 
lib  eral  subscriber  to  the  loan;  and  that  he  would  approach  the  foreign 
bond-holders  as  one  of  their  own  number,  having  the  same  interests  at 
stake,  actuated  by  the  same  motives,  and  desirous  of  accomplishing  the 
same  objects.  He  would  go  entirely  independent  of  the  State;  not  con¬ 
nected  with,  or  responsible  for  any  of  her  defalcations.  He  would  be 
enabled  to  avoid  the  many  unpleasant  issues  and  disagreeable  topics  that 
would  be  liable  to  arise  between  an  authorized  agent  of  a  defaulting  State 
and  her  creditors. 

Mr.  Leavitt  expects  to  return  in  the  first  of  January  steamer,  and  we 
shall  learn,  towards  the  close  of  that  month,  how  far  the  favorable  antici¬ 
pations,  formed  of  the  result  of  his  mission,  have  been  realized.  I  have 
also  been  informed  that  Col.  Oakley  has  gone  to  England. 

The  terms  upon  which  the  subscriptions  to  the  loan  have  been  madeare 
contained  in  the  printed  Circular  a  copy  of  which  1  herewith  transmit 
you.  That  part  more  immediately  concerning  the  Legislature  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time,  reads  as  follows: 

“We  propose,  therefore,  that  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  canal  debt  of  five  million  dollars  be  now  paid,  and  that,  provided 
the  Legislature  shall  at  its  next  session  adopt  and  establish  a  system  of 
revenue,  by  which  provision  shall  be  made  for  a  prompt  and  continuous 
payment  of  a  part  of  the  accruing  interest  upon  the  whole  State  debt, 
and  shall  also  provide  for  the  gradual  payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest 
now  due,  and  of  such  arrears  as  shall  hereafter  accrue  from  her  present 
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inability  to  pay  the  whole  interest  at  its  exact  maturity,  then  each  sub¬ 
scriber  shall  be  bound  to  pay,  on  due  call  of  the  canal  trustees,  of  which 
timely  notice  is  to  be  given,  the  remaining  nineteen  and  a  half  per  cent, 
of  his  subscription,  or  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  interest  upon,  or  reimburse¬ 
ment  of,  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the 
Legislature  fail  to  make  the  stipulated  provision,  then  such  portion  of  the 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  previously  paid,  which  may  not  at  the  close  of 
the  next  session  of  the  Illinois  Legislature  have  been  expended,  shall  be 
either  retained  by  us  or  returned  to  us  by  the  trustees,  and  divided,  pro 
rata ,  amongst  the  subscribers;  and  such  portion  thereof  as  may  at  that 
time  have  been  expended,  shall  be  secured  on  the  canal  and  canal  proper¬ 
ty,  and  rank  pari  passu  for  its  reimbursement  and  claim  to  interect,  with 
any  other  sums  which  may  be  afterwards  raised  for  the  completion  of  the 
canal,  not  exceeding  in  all  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
the  right  of  priority  of  payment  stipulated  for  in  section  sixteen  of  the 
law  of  February,  1813d5 

This  agreement  bears  date  the  25th  of  June  last;  and  at  the  time  it  was 
made  it  was  supposed  that  the  whole  sum  of  $1,600,000  would  be  sub¬ 
scribed  and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  paid  in,  and  expended  upon  the 
canal,  before  the  meeting  of  the  present,  Legislature.  But  we  have  been 
disappointed  in  procuring  subscriptions  for  the  whole  sum,  and  conse¬ 
quently  no  money  has  been  expended  upon  the  canal.  The  bond-holders, 
in  their  recent  letters,  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  continue  their  lia¬ 
bility  for  the  sums  subscribed,  until  the  adjournment  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture.  The  New  York  subscribers  have  bound  themselves  to  continue 
their  subscriptions  until  the  1st  of  May. 

This  is  the  present  condition  of  the  negotiation,  and  it  will  be  for  the 
Legislature  todeteimine  whether  they  will  rely  upon  the  present  plan 
for  the  completion  of  the  canal;  or  whether  they  will  resort  to  some 
other  method  to  consummate  that  important  object. 

Should  the  Legislature  adopta  financial  policy  calculated  to  restore  con¬ 
fidence,  I  feel  warranted  in  giving  the  assurance  that  the  remaining  subscri¬ 
ptions  to  the  loan  of  $1,600,000  could  be  readily  obtained;  if,  indeed, they 
are  not  before  the  end  of  the  session.  The  bond-holders  have  already  sub¬ 
scribed  seven-eighths  of  the  require  i  sum,  conditionally  upon  the  passage 
of  a  revenue  lawn  It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  that  if  such  a  law 
should  be  passed,  they  wmuld  readily  subscribe  the  remaining  eighth. 
You  will  perceive  by  the  tenor  of  that  part  of  the  agreement,  which  I 
have  quoted,  that  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  the  completion  of  the 
canal,  depend  entirely  upon  some  provision  being  made  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  during  the  present  session,  for  the  payment  of  some  portion  of  the 
interest  upon  the  public  debt.  This  has  been  a  sine  qua  non  with  the 
bond-holders,  from  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation.  No  persua¬ 
sion  on  our  part;  no  reasons  we  could  assign;  no  facts  we  could  adduce, 
were  sufficient  to  prevail  upon  them  to  waive  this  consideration.  It 
was  in  vain  that  we  urged,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  that  she  had  been 
greatly  embarrassed ;  that  our  citizens  had  sustained  great  losses,  by  the 
depreciation  of  the  bank  paper  that  had  formed  their  only  circulating  me¬ 
dium;  that  the  suspension  of  the  public  works,  and  the  revulsions  in  the 
country,  had  taken  place  at  a  time  when  the  people  were  not  prepared  to 
meet  them;  that  all  the  public  works  in  the  State,  were  unfinished,  and 
consequently  unproductive;  and  that  the  unavoidable  expenses  attendant 
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upon  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  were  very  great.  That  the  con¬ 
struction  of  roads  and  bridges;  the  erection  of  public  buildings;  the  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  General  Government  for  land,  and  innumerable  other  neces¬ 
sary  expenses,  had  been  a  constant  drain  upon  the  limited  resources  of  the 
people. 

We  met  with  as  little  success  in  endeavoring  to  induce  the  creditors  to 
regard  the  offer  of  the  State  to  surrender  all  the  canal  property,  and  the 
control  of  the  canal  into  their  possession,  as  an  earnest  of  her  honest  in¬ 
tentions.  Still  some  provision  for  the  payment  of  a  part  of  the  interest 
was  regarded  as  indispensible.  And  if  this  is  not  acceded  to  by  the  pre¬ 
sent  Legislature,  it  will  be  an  idle  waste  of  time  for  them  to  legislate  fur¬ 
ther  with  a  view  of  obtaining  aid  from  the  creditors  of  the  Slate.  Every 
other  possible  inducement  within  the  ability  of  the  State  has  been  offered. 
The  canal,  upon  which  $5,000,000  have  been  expended;  the  whole 
canal  property,  including  230,000  acres  of  valuable  land;  the  entire  tolls 
and  revenue  of  the  canal  after  completion,  and  the  right  of  peaceable 
possession  until  they  were  reimbursed  the  whole  principal  and  interest  of 
the  canal  debt,  were  all  offered  to  the  bond-holders  as  security  for  a  loan 
of  $1,600,000.  Yet  they  have  declined  accepting  the  proposition  of 
the  State,  and  have  evinced  an  unwillingness  to  advance  the  whole  sum 
required  to  complete  the  canal,  without  some  evidence  on  the  pari  of  the 
State,  that  she  will  not  repudiate;  that  she  will  recognize  the  principle 
of  taxation  as  a  means  of  satisfying  the  just  demands  of  her  creditors. 
It  is  true  that  at  one  time  they  consented  to  make  an  advance  of  twelve 
and  a  half  percent,  upon  their  amount  of  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
commencing  the  works  upon  the  canal,  and  would  have  undoubtedly 
done  so,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ill-advised  conduct  of  the  Boston  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Gov.  Davis.  But  even  in  that  agreement  thev  exacted  the 
condition,  that  the  Legislature,  at  this  session,  should  provide  for  a  part  of 
the  accruing  interest  upon  the  public  debt;  or  they  would  not  agree  to 
advance  the  remaining  nineteen  and  a  half  per  cent. 

The  want  of  a  provision  for  the  payment  of  interest,  may,  therefore, 
be  regarded,  as  the  principle  objection,  that  has  prevented  the  bond¬ 
holders  from  making  an  unconditional  advance  of  the  money  required  to 
complete  the  canal.  There  could  have  been  no  other.  They  could  not 
have  distrusted  the  right  and  title  they  would  acquire  to  the  canal  and 
canal  property,  and  the  powrer  they  would  possess  of  controlling  it.;  for 
Chancellor  Kent  had,  after  a  full  and  careful  examination  of  all  the  ca¬ 
nal  lawrs,  given  his  opinion,  “that  by  the  act  of  1843,  (the  canal  law)  after 
the  trust  is  duly  created,  and  the  loan  effected,  the  creditors  can  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  trust  as' against  the  trustees,  and  by  process  in  rem 
on  the  equity  side  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States.  No  inter¬ 
ference  with  the  trust,  contrary  to  its  provisions  under  any  legis¬ 
lative  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois  would  be  available  or  permitted. 
It  would  be  as  secure  and  sacred  as  any  grant  whatever,  from  the  State 
to  private  individuals  in  trust  for  lawful  and  meritorious  purposes,  and 
would  be  equally  entitled  to  protection  by  the  judicial  power.” 

They  could  have  had  no  doubts  about  the  value  of  the  canal  property, 
or  the  ample  nature  of  the  security;  for  their  own  agents,  after  a  very 
close  and  careful  examination  of  the  line  of  the  canal,  and  the  situation 
and  condition  of  the  property,  had  reported  to  them  that  the  property 
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proposed  to  be  pledged  was  a  satisfactory  security  for  the  proposed  loan 
of  $  1,600, 000,  and  would  reimburse  the  same  with  interest. 

i  hen  why  have  not  the  creditors  advanced  the  money  without  requir¬ 
ing  further  conditions;  when  the  title  to  the  property,  the  ample  nature 
of  the  security,  and  the  pecuniary  advantages  to  be  gained,  were  ren¬ 
dered  so  clear  and  apparent?  Does  it  require  explanation?  Is  not  the 
cause  sufficiently  evident?  Are  we  not  compelled,  however  humiliating 
the  conviction  may  be,  to  acknowledge,  that  there  was  a  total  want  of 
confidence  in  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  State?  Else  why  the  re¬ 
quirement  that  the  legislature  should  make  some  provision,  for  a  prompt 
*  and  continuous  payment  of  a  part  of  the  accruing  interest  upon  the  State 
debt?  Why  was  there  not  a  full  reliance  upon  the  moral  sense  of  the 
people,  and  a  generous  confidence  in  their  professions  of  honesty?  The 
reasons  are  obvious.  The  State  had  failed  to  fulfill  her  contract.  She 
had  allowed  years  of  unpaid  interest  to  accumulate,  without  making  any 
provision  to  pay  any  part  of  it,  or  without  issuing  debentures  or  obliga¬ 
tions  to  her  creditors,  as  a  guarantee,  that  her  intentions  were  to  pay 
when  she  became  able.  She  had  passed  no  revenue  law— adopted  no 
i  judicious  measures  calculated  to  inspire  confidence. 

.  It  was  notorious  that  she  owed  a  large  debt,  and  that  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  unpaid  interest  was  increasing  the  amount  of  that  debt  at  the 
rate  of  §'600,000  per  annum.  And  it  was  equally  notorious  that  the 
last  Legislature,  instead  of  meeting  the  emergency,  with  the  firm  and 
settled  determination  oi  fearless  men,  resolved  to  do  justice  to  their  cred¬ 
itors,  and  restore  the  credit  of  the  State,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  had 
actually  reduced  the  rate  of  taxation,  and  deprived  the  State  of  the 
only  means  she  possessed  of  meeting  the  smallest  part  of  her  interest, 
though  at  the  same  time,  they  were  fully  aware  that  the  State  debt  was 
met  easing  at  the  late  of  more  than  half  a  million  per  annum  from  un¬ 
paid  interest. 

Should  it  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  us,  that  with  such  evidences 
before  them  of  the  increasing  liability  of  the  State;  and  such  direct 
proofs  of  the  disinclination  of  the  people  to  make  any  serious  effort  to 
fulfil  their  most  sacred  obligations,  that  the  bond-holders  showed  a  want 
of  confidence  in  their  honor  and  integrity— should  we  complain  that  cred¬ 
itors,  living  four  thousand  miles  distant;  unacquainted  with  our  laws, 
our  institutions,  and  our  domestic  relations;  should  exact  of  us,  condi¬ 
tions  that  we  daily  require  of  each  other  in  our  individual  transactions? 
Ihe  citizen  who  has  incurred  a  liability,  and  refuses  to  give  his  creditors 
a  tithe  of  their  just  dues,  while  he  remains  in  the  possession  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  plenty,  forfeits  their  confidence,  and  loses  the  good  opinion  of 
the  public;  and  it  \vou«d  he  difficult,  I  apprehend,  to  make  an  exception, 
b7  any  acknowledged  maxim  of  right,  in  favor  of  a  sovereign  State,  to 
this  just  retribution. 

The  faith  of  States,  like  the  credit  of  individuals,  forms  the  criterion  of 
their  virtue,  and  so  fixed  and  sacred  a  character  is  given  to  this  palladium 
of  political  prosperity  that  every  attempt  to  evade  or  divert  ihe  opera¬ 
tion  of  a  public  contract,  must  be  as  fatal  to  the  purity  of  public  honor,  as 
an.  original  depravity  of  sentiment. 

Every  individual  debtor  has  it  in  his  power,  by  making  the  proper  ef¬ 
fort  t»  satisfy  his  creditors  of  his  honesty,  even  if  he  hag  no  means  to 
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pay  them.  The  creditors  of  Illinois  are  not  yefc  satisfied,  that  she  has 
made  use  of  the  proper  means,  to  merit  their  confidence. 

There  has  been  a  continued  scene  of  negative  violation,  or  non-com¬ 
pliance  during  the  last  three  years;  and  each  breach  of  lier  public  engage¬ 
ments,  even,  though  in  a  considerable  degree  necessary,  has  been  hurtful 
to  the  credit  of  the  State.  And  if  a  further  necessity  shall  exist,  the 
evils  of  it  are  only  to  be  palliated,  by  a  scrupulous  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  State  to  carry  the  violation  no  further,  than  the  necessity  absolute¬ 
ly  requires,  and  to  manifest  a  sincere  disposition  to  pay  as  far  as  her 
means  will  allow,  and  to  make  full  reparation  whenever  her  ability  will 
permit.  Had  the  Legislature  at  their  last  session  let  the  rate  of  taxa¬ 
tion  remain  at  what  it  then  was,  and  appropriated  the  surplus,  that  would 
have  been  raised  after  meeting  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  State  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  public  debt;  the  money 
for  the  completion  of  the  Canal  would  have  been  obtained  without  delay; 
the  canal  would  have  been  immediately  commenced;  the  sum  of  $  1,690,000 
would  have  been  brought  into  the  State  and  distributed  amongst  our  citi¬ 
zens;  two  years  of  deterioration  and  decay  of  the  unfinished  works  of  the 
canal  would  have  been  saved ;  our  citizens  would  have  had  the  benefit  of 
the  completion  of  the  canal  two  years  eai lier  than  they  now  will;  and  the 
canal  property  would  have  been  made  available  two  years  earlier,  to  meet 
the  interest,  and  provide  for  the  canal  debt.  But  the  Legislature  saw 
proper  to  reduce  the  taxes  and  adjourn  without  making  any  provision  for 
the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  interest,  and  the  consequences  have  been, 
that  the  creditors  of  the  State  have  not  advanced  the  money  to  complete 
the  canal;  confidence  in  the  ability  and  purpose  of  the  people  to  meet, 
their  engagements,  has  not  been  restored;  the  emigration  tending  west¬ 
ward  has  been  deterred  from  entering  Illinois;  eastern  capitalists  have 
sought  investments  in  other  States  and  Territories;  the  development  of 
our  resources  has  been  greatly  retarded;  the  State  debt  has  been  increas¬ 
ed  $1,' '200,000  by  the  accumulation  of  unpaid  interest;  and  the  State  in 
almost  eyery  respect  is  in  a  more  hopeless  condition,  than  she  was  two 
years  ago. 

Ail  these  disastrous  results  are  attributable  to  the  attempt  of  the  last 
Legislature  to  save  the  people  $75,000  per  annum,  by  lessening  their  taxes, 
one  mill  upon  the  dollar.  This  false  economy  has  well  nigh  plunged  the 
State  into  irretrievable  ruin.  It  therefore,  becomes  a  question  of  the 
highest  importance,  for  the  present  Legislature  to  determine,  whether 
they  will  imitate  the  example  of  their  predecessors,  by  adopting  puerile 
and  inefficient  measures  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  restoring  the  credit 
of  the  State;  or  whether  by  prompt,  honest,  judicious  and  salutary  legis¬ 
lation,  they  will  place  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  people,  beyond  sus¬ 
picion  and  doubt;  establish  the  credit  of  the  State  upon  a  firm  and  immov¬ 
able  basis;  and  insure  for  the  future  both  individual  and  public  prosperity. 

I  feel  confident  that  if  the  Legislature  give  that  attention  to  the  subject 
that  i*s  magnitude  and  importance  deserves,  they  will  be  impressed  with 
the  full  and  deliberate  conviction,  that  the  establishment  of  the  public 
credit  upon  the  basis  of  a  satisfactory  provision  for  the  public  debt,  is,  the 
true  and  only  desideratum  from  individual  and  public  embarrassments; 
that  without  it  those  embarrassments,  will  be  likely  to  press  still  more 
severely  upon  the  community. 
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When  I  went  to  New  York,  in  the  autumn  of  184?,  to  learn  if  it  would 
be  possible  to  make  any  arrangement  with  the  creditors  of  the  State,  for 
the  completion  of  the  Canal  and  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  many 
of  them  after  mature  deliberation  signed  a  general  letter  expressing  a  wil¬ 
lingness  to  advance  the  money  for  the  above  purpose,  upon  certain  con¬ 
ditions.  I  submitted  that  letter  to  the  last  Legislature;  and  they  accep¬ 
ted  the  terms,  and  passed  a  law  comply  ing  with  ail  the  conditions,  except 
the  most  essential  one,  which  was  a  stipulation  for  t lie  payment  of  some 
part  oi  the  accruing  interest  upon  the  public  debt  ;  this  they  struck  out, 
and  by  so  doing  left  the  law  for  completing  the  canal  a  nulity. 

When  we  first  applied  to  the  bond-ladders  after  the  passage  of  the  canal 
law,  they  assured  us,  that  if  the  Legislature  had  accepted  that  clause  in 
their  letter,  stipulating  for  a  provision  for  the  payment  of  some  interest; 
and  had  appropriated  for  this  purpose  the  mill  tax,  instead  of  repealing  it, 
they  would  have  given  us  the  money  immediately,  without  requiring  fur¬ 
ther  conditions;  that  if,  for  no  other  reason  they  would  have  advanced  the 
money,  to  have  encouraged  the  effort,  with  a  view  of  influencing  lire 
other  defaulting  States,  to  imitate  the  example  of  Illinois,  and  make 
some  provision  for  the  interest  upon  their  debts.  Your  Excellency  will, 
therefore,  perceive  that,  before  the  passage  of  the  canal  law,  the  last  Le¬ 
gislature  were  apprised  of  the  conditions  upon  which  the  bond-holders 
had  offered  to  advance  the  money  to  complete  the  canal.  There  was 
no  good  reason,  for  presuming,  that  any  of  those  conditions  would  be  ab¬ 
rogated  or  abated.  If  the  Legislature' were  unwilling  to  accede  to  the 
most  essential  requirements  of  the  bond-holders;  they  would  have  been 
more  likely  to  have  attained  their  purpose,  by  devising  some  other  plan 
for  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and  the  final  restoration  of  the  credit  of  the 
State;  than  to  have  based  their  action  upon  the  unwarrantable  assump¬ 
tion  that  they  could  gain  the  confidence  of  their  creditors,  by  refusing  to 
comply  with  exactions,  that  were  in  themselves  reasonable,  just  and  equi¬ 
table. 

Had  the  mill  tax  been  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  interest, instead 
of  being  repealed,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  it  would  have  en¬ 
sured  the  success  of  the  canal  loan;  and  would  only  have  required  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  one  dollar  from  each  voter  in  the 
State.  If  the  citizens  who  were" to  enjoy  all  the  benefits,  for  all  time  to 
come,  arising  from  the  completion  of  the  canal;  if  those  on  whom  the 
odium  of  defalcation,  and  violated  faith  must  fall,  were  so  supine  and  in¬ 
different,  as  to  refuse  to  pay  a  dollar  each,  to  accomplish  so  important  an 
object,  to  avert  so  great  an  evil ;  was  it  a  reasonable  or  just  expectation 
that  foreigners  living  at  a  great  distance,  would  advance  $1,()00,C00  to 
consummate  an  object  that  seemed  to  elicit  so  little  interest  from  those 
who  were  to  be  principally  benefited?  Was  it  proper  or  right,  for  Illinois 
to  ask  of  strangers,  from  whom  she  had  already  borrowed  large  sums,  with¬ 
out  repaying  them,  the  advance  of  a  further  sum,  until  she  gave  some  un¬ 
deniable  evidence  of  stern  integrity,  and  inflexible  virtue?  Without  fur¬ 
nishing  such  evidence,  all  her  applications  for  further  aid,  will  be  distrus¬ 
ted  and  denied. 

If  we  are  disposed  to  learn  wisdom  from  the  past;  if  wc  would  profit  by 
experience,  and  avoid  a  repetition  of  our  follies;  we  must  meet  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  our  public  debt  with  calmness,  deliberation  ami  fortitude.  We 
must  become  deeply  impressed  with  a  just  conception  of  the  sacred  char- 
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acter  of  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  our  creditors.  We  must  re¬ 
member  that,  while  the  observance  of  that  good  faith  which  is  the  basis 
of  all  public  credit,  is  recommended  by  the  strongest  inducements  of  polit¬ 
ical  expediency,  it  is  also  enforced  by  considerations  of  still  greater  author¬ 
ity.  There  are  arguments  to  support  it,  which  rest  upon  the  immutable 
principles  of  moral  obligation.  And  in  proportion  as  we  are  disposed  to 
contemplate  the  intimate  connexion  between  public  virtue  and  public 
happiness,  will  be  our  renugnance  to  a  violation  of  those  principles.  We 
must  remember  that  a  due  observance  of  the  maxims  that  uphold  public 
credit,  is  necessary  to  promote  the  individual  and  aggregate  prosperity  of 
the  citizens  of  the  State;  to  relieve  them  from  the  embarrassments  they 
now  experience;  to  maintain  their  character  as  a  people,  and  to  support 
the  cause  of  good  government.  j, 

The  embarrassment  of  the  State  acts  as  a  mortgage  upon  the  property 
of  the  people,  and  if  perpetuated  will  break  their  spirit,  and  paralize  their 
enterprize,  as  an  incubus  would  enervate  and  enfeeble  their  physical  en¬ 
ergies.  A  want  of  confidence,  in  the  credit  of  the  State  begets  di-trust 
amongst  her  citizens,  and  extends  to  the  various  interchanges  of  business. 
The  people  are  so  directly  dependant  upon,  and  influenced  by  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  State,  that  to  relieve  the  one  we  must  effectually  restore  the 
other.  The  State  and  her  citizens  are  both  involved  in  one  common  dis¬ 
tress;  to  be  availing  the  remedy  must  be  co-extensive  with  the  evil;  and  is 
only  to  be  found  in  adequate,  stable  and  practical  legislation. 

A  fearful  weight  of  responsibility  is  now  resting  upon  the  Legislature 
and  public  functionaries,  by  a  due  exercise  of  wisdom,  fortitude  and  de¬ 
liberation,  they  can  lor  the  present,  greatly  palliate,  and  in  time  wholly 
eradicate  the  evil.  The  day  of  temporisingexpedients  has  passed.  The 
hour  of  trial  is  at  hand.  We  must  now  choose  between  honor  and  infamy. 
The  question  is  now  repudiation ,  or  the  payment  of  our  just  and  honest 
debts.  It  is  idle  to  deceive  ourselves  by  longer  procrastination.  The  ra¬ 
pid  accumulation  of  unpaid  interest,  warns  us  that  further  delay 
will  be  fatal.  Now  or  never,  the  effort  must  be  made  to  rescue  the  State 
from  irretrievable  ruin,  and  indelible  disgrace. 

If  a  wise  and  judicious  financial  policy  is  adopted  by  the  present  Legis¬ 
lature;  one  that  shall  not  oppress  the  people,  but  shall  give  clear  and  pos¬ 
itive  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  State  that  she  acknowledges  her  debt, 
and  evinces  a  willingness  to  pay  according  to  her  ability;  the  money 
can  be  obtained  without  difficulty  to  complete  the  canal,  when  this  is 
done,  the  canal  property,  will  liquidate  the  canal  debt,  and  the  State  will 
then  only  have  to  provide  for  the  Internal  Improvement  debt.  Her  aug¬ 
mented  resources  and  increased  population  will  enable  her  to  meet  this 
debt  without  difficulty.  In  the  meantime  her  credit  will  be  effectually 
restored,  and  she  will  have  the  ability  to  complete  her  other  public  im¬ 
provements,  fully  develops  all  heravcnucsof  wealth,  greatly  enlarge  her 
power  mid  immeasureably  extend  her  influence  and  greatness. 

So  bright  a  dawn  as  beamed  upon  the  first  existence  of  Illinois,  should 
not  be  longer  darkened  and  obscured  by  broken  contracts  and  violated 
faith. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

'  MICHAEL  RYAN. 

Springfield,  Dec.  9th,  1844. 
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IN  BEHALF  OF 


COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and 

House  oj  Representatives ,  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

The  undersigned  would  most  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable 
bodies,  that  a  State  Convention  of  the  friends  of  common  school  educa¬ 
tion  was  held  at  Peoria  in  October  last;  and  after  much  debate,  it  was 
determined  unanimously  to  pray  the  Legislature  to  so  modify  the  school 
system  of  the  State,  as  to  engraft  upon  it  the  following  plan: 

PLAN  OP  THE  PEORIA  CONVENTION, 

1st.  That  there  be  one  general  State  superintendent  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  who  shall  have  a  liberal  salary  to  be  paid  out  of  the  State 
Treasury,  who  shall  visit  all  the  counties  of  the  State  so  far  as  practica¬ 
ble,  address  the  people  on  the  subject  of  common  schools,  confer  with 
county  superintendents  as  to  the  best  mode  to  be  adopted  and  learn  from 
them  the  condition  of  the  schools  within  their  respective  counties,  and 
report  the  result  of  his  labors  to  the  next  General  Assembly  and  suggest 
such  amendments  and  alterations  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  perfect 
a  general  system  of  common  schools. 

2d.  The  school  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  may  be  authorized 
to  act  until  the  1st  Monday  of  August,  1845,  as  county  superintendents,  who 
shall,  with  the  aid  of  some  competent  person  or  persons,  examine  teach¬ 
ers  and  give  them  certificates  if  qualified  to  teach;  shall  visit  the  different 
towns  in  his  county  at  least  twice  a  year  in  person  or  by  some  suitable 
substitute,  address  the  people  on  the  subject  of  common  school  education, 
and  give  such  advice  as  he  may  deem  for  the  best  interest  of  the  schools, 
in  accordance  with  his  instructions  from  the  State  superintendent,  and  re¬ 
port  faithfully  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  his  county  to  the  State 
superintendent. 

3d.  At  the  June  term  of  the  county  commissioners’  court,  A.  D.  1845, 
said  court  shall  appoint  a  county  superintendent  who  shall  hold  his  office 

for - -  years.  After  the  first  appointment  the  county  superintendent 

shall  be  appointed  by  the  township  trustees  at  some  specified  time,  and  if 
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they  neglect  to  make  such  appointment  it  shall  be  done  by  the  county 
commissioners’  court. 

4th.  Each  township  shall  be  considered  a  school  district,  the  qualified 
voters  of  which  shall  elect  by  ballot  three  competent  householders  to  act 
as  school  trustees  for  the  township  who  shall  sub-divide  the  township  into 
school  districts  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  if  necessary,  and 
visit  the  several  schools  in  the  town  at  least  twice  a  }Tear,  give  directions 
as  to  the  manner  of  teaching,  the  books,  apparatus,  &e.  to  be  used  in  the 
schools — all  in  accordance  with  the  instructionsof  the  county  superintend¬ 
ent;  provided,  that  no  district  shall  be  created  that  shall  contain  less  than 
twenty  families. 

5th.  If  a  township  shall  wish  to  organize  as  for  the  purpose  of  receiv¬ 
ing  and  managing  their  own  funds,  the  trustees  may  do  so  by  appointing 
one  of  their  number  president,  another  secretary,  and  a  third  treasurer, 
to  give  bond  and  security  to  be  approved  by  the  county  superinte  ndent, 
shall  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  on  the  order  of  the  trustees,  all  funds  be¬ 
longing  to  said  township,  and  the  county  collector  shall  pay  over  to  the 
treasurer  of  said  township  all  moneys  collected  by  him  for  the  benefit  of 
said  township  for  school  purposes.  After  the  first  Monday  in  August, 
1845,  the  office  of  school  commissioner  shall  be  abolished,  and  the  county 
superintendent  of  common  schools  shall  discharge  all  the  duties  now  en¬ 
joined  by  law  on  said  officer. 

6th.  The  interest  of  the  school  fund  in  possession  of  the  State  shall  be 
divided  among  the  several  counties,  pro  rala<  according  to  population. 

7th.  The  county  superintendent  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  funds  of 
the  county  for  school  purposes,  whether  derived  from  the  State,  from  the 
sale  of  the  sixteenth  section,  or  from  taxation,  and  pay  out  the  same  ac¬ 
cording  to  law. 

8th.  When  a  district  shall  have  been  formed  by  the  town  trustees,  the 
inhabitants  of  said  district  shall  elect  annually  three  district  directors  to 
hire  teachers,  certify  to  their  schedules,  appropriate  the  tax,  and  superin¬ 
tend  the  building  and  repairing  of  school  houses,  and  take  ail  needful  su¬ 
pervision  of  the  schools.  A  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  school  dis¬ 
trict  may  vote  to  raise  a  tax  for  purchasing,  building,  or  repairing  school 
houses,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant  upon  the  schools. 

9th.  The  teachers  to  keep  a  faithful  schedule  of  the  attendance  of  all 
scholars,  the  correctness  of  which  is  to  be  certified  to  by  the  directors, 
upon  which  schedule  the  teacher  shall  draw  his  proportion  of  the  public 
funds,  pro  rala,  according  to  the  number  of  days  in  attendance  by  the 
scholars. 

10th.  No  teacher  to  be  allowed  any  proportion  of  the  public  funds  if 
he  has  not  passed  an  examination  and  received  a  certificate  to  teach  ;  and 
no  school  district  shall  be  allowed  any  portion  of  the  fund  which  does  not 
keep  up  a  regular  school  at  least  three  months  in  the  year. 

11th.  On  the  application,  in  writing,  of  six  householders  to  the  trustees 
of  any  township  in  the  State,  the  said  trustees  shall  be  authorized  to  call 
an  election  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  township,  giving  reasonable  no¬ 
tice  of  the  time  and  place,  to  vote  for  or  against  levying  a  tax  on  the  pro¬ 
perty  in  said  township,  for  the  support  of  common  schools.  If  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  legal  voters  present  at  said  election  shall  vote  in  favor  of  a  tax, 
the  trustees  shall  certify  the  same,  together  with  the  amount  to  be  raised, 
to  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners’  court,  who  shall  assess  the  same 
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on  a  separate  list  from  the  comity  tax.  The  county  collector  shall  collect 
the  same  in  par  funds,  and  pay  it  over  to  the  county  supervisors,  &c., 
who  shall  disburse  it  on  the  order  of  the  trustees  of  said  township. 

The  above  embodies  the  principal  changes  which  the  convention 
thought  best  to  attempt  at  the  present  session;  and  without  a  dissenting 
voice,  they  considered  them  essential,  in  the  main,  to  the  sustaining  of  an 
efficient  common  school  system,  and  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  of 
the  convention,  we  would  ask  permission  to  lay  before  your  honorable 
bodies  some  of  the  reasons  why  a  change  of  system  is  desired,  and  some 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  above  plan;  premising  that  the  convention  dis¬ 
tinctly  disavowed  all  attempts  to  dictate  legislation;  acting  only  upon  the 
principle,  that  the  legislature  would  consent  to  examine  the  views  of 
other  friends  of  education,  who  could  only  by  this  method  bring  them 
forward. 

PUBLIC  WELFARE  AFFECTED  BY  EDUCATION. 

Education  is  a  measure,  not  merely  affecting  individual  welfare,  but  one 
in  which  the  public — the  State — is  concerned.  Were  the  consequences  of 
its  neglect  or  attention  confined  entirely  to  individuals  as  they  should  be 
uneducated  or  educated,  it  might  be  questionable  whether  society  could 
rightly  interfere  in  its  direction.  But  it  is  far  otherwise.  Our  social  or¬ 
ganization,  to  use  a  familiar  illustration,  is  a  partnership,  in  which  the 
affairs  are  generally  prosperous  or  the  reverse,  according  as  the  partners 
are  good  or  ill  managers.  As  in  ordinary  partnerships,  the  losses  do  not 
fall  solely  upon  the  mismanaging  partner,  but  upon  all  concerned;  so  it  is 
in  the  great  partnership  of  society,  and  although  the  evil  consequences  of 
having  one  ignorant  man  in  an  intelligent  community,  may  be  trifling  to 
each  individual,  yet  all  are  more  or  less  affected  thereby,  and  it  is  for  their 
interest,  and  their  just  right,  to  get  rid  of  him  or  of  his  ignorance. 

Again,  in  our  social  organization  we  have  submitted  ourselves  to  be 
governed  upon  republican  principles.  By  our  votes  we  elect  our  rulers, 
and  the  vote  of  one  counts  equally  with  that  of  any  other.  Howsoever 
important,  then,  a  good  government  may  be,  it  is  not  more  so  than  that 
we  have  good  voters.  The  former  necessarily  depends  upon  the  latter. 
Can  we  expect  to  have  free,  independent  voters,  if  unqualified  to  judge 
of  men  and  measures?  Can  they  be  elevated  above  the  influence  of  in¬ 
triguing  demagogues  of  party,  unless  of  their  own  knowledge  they  are 
able  to  decide  correctly  as  to  plans  of  public  policy  to  be  pursued,  and  to 
choose  wisely  between  candidates  to  carry  them  out?  Evidently,  to  make 
good,  trustworthy  voters,  they  must  be  educated. 

TO  LEGISLATE  CONCERNING  IT  IS  THEREFORE  RIGHT. 

The  public — the  State — then,  is  deeply  concerned  in  the  education  of 
the  people;  and  in  any  matter,  so  vitally  affecting  the  public  welfare,  it  is 
right  for  the  majority  to  enforce  their  will  by  good  laws.  It  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  wise  in  our  rulers, — the  appointed  guardians  of  the  public  welfare — 
and  their  bounden  duty,  to  adopt  those  measures  which  are  best  calcula¬ 
ted  to  diffuse  knowledge  most  extensively,  both  throughout  the  present 
and  succeeding  generations,  and  thus  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom — and  experience  and  observation  alike  demonstrate 
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that  the  object  can  only  be  attained,  by  establishing  and  maintaining 
common  schools.  They  are  emphatically  “the  people's  colleges.”  Even 
in  the  older  and  more  wealthy  sections  of  the  Union,  not  one  in  twenty 
of  their  population,  ever  enter  a  college  or  academy;  and  many  years 
must  elapse  before  they  will  exist  in  sufficient  numbers  in  Illinois,  to  edu¬ 
cate  even  that  proportion.  To  create  a  system  of  common  schools,  that 
shall  bear  equally  upon  all  classes  of  citizens  in  proportion  to  its  benefits; 
that  shall  be  put  in  uniform  practice  throughout  the  State;  and  that  shall 
be  improved  from  time  to  time  as  experience  shall  direct;  is,  then,  second 
in  importance  to  no  duty  devolving  upon  our  Legislature. 

CHANGE  OF  PRESENT  SYSTEM  NECESSARY. 

That  our  present  school  laws  are  insufficient  to  accomplish  the  objects 
of  their  enactment,  requires  no  argument  to  prove.  Our  schools  evident¬ 
ly  are  not  what  they  should  be.  There  is  a  listless  apathy  concerning 
them,  more  to  be  deprecated  than  fiery  opposition,  reigning  almost  su¬ 
preme  throughout  the  State.  We  need  the  adoption  of  some  measures 
that  shall  arouse  us  from  this  death-like  stupor,  that  shall  infuse  vigor  into 
the  frame,  &  induce  to  healthy,  steady,  persevering  action.  By  some  means 
the  people  must  be  made  to  feci  that  their  most  vital  interests  are  at;  haz¬ 
ard,  and  that  no  slight  efforts  will  suffice  to  secure  them.  It  must  be 
brought  home  to  them — they  must  realize  in  all  its  force  the  truth  which 
all  are  ready  to  acknowledge, — that  not  only  the  dearest  interests  of  time, 
but  in  a  good  degree  the  means  of  preparation  for  eternity,  for  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  children’s  children,  are  based  upon  a  good  system  of  in¬ 
struction  as  furnished  in  our  common  schools. 

As  previous  legislatures  have  endeavored  to  promote  education,  so 
doubtless  will  the  present;  and  though  no  better  or  more  ardent  friends  of 
the  cause  can  be  found,  than  those  who  have  aided  in  enacting  the  pre¬ 
sent  lawrs,  yet  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  improvement  of  them  at  your 
hands.  You  have  the  experience  of  the  past  to  profit  by;  and  we  confi¬ 
dently  hope  you  will  succeed  in  establishing  a  common  school  system,  bet¬ 
ter  adapted  to  our  varied  circumstances  and  wants,  and  that  shall  receive 
the  cordial  approbation  and  support  of  the  people. 

Illinois  is  peculiarly  situated,  and  in  the  minor  details  of  a  system,  we 
must  depend  mainly  upon  our  own  experience,  and  the  knowledge  of  our 
own  condition  and  necessities.  Here  we  can  find  little  amongst  the  sys¬ 
tems  of  the  old  States  to  profit  us.  We  have  township  as  well  as  State 
funds,  for  the  use  and  preservation  of  which  we  are  to  provide;  there  are 
the  towns  and  villages;  the  sparse  settlements  of  the  prairies;  the  scatter¬ 
ed  ones  along  the  edges  of  large  groves;  the  comparatively  thick  ones 
around  small  groves,  often  embracing  parts  of  several  townships; — all 
these  varied  circumstances,  with  numerous  others,  are  to  be  considered, 
and  there  is  little  in  the  old  States  of  like  character.  Yet  in  the  leading 
features,  we  may  with  profit  examine  into  the  modus  operandi  of  older 
States.  In  this  department,  what  is  found  efficacious  elsewhere,  will  prove 
so  here.  They  have  expended  many  years  of  labor  and  much  money  in 
perfecting  systems,  and  their  united  voice  bespeaks  the  necessity  of  estab¬ 
lishing  certain  fundamental  principles;  and  it  would  be  unwise  and  im¬ 
provident  not  to  avail  ourselves  of  experience  so  costly  and  so  sure. 
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A  STATE  SUPERINTENDENT  OP  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

The  first  of  these  chief  provisions,  as  recommended  by  the  Peoria  Con¬ 
vention,  is  the  creation  of  the  office  of  State  Superintendent  of  public  in¬ 
struction.  Other  friends  of  education,  ought,  perhaps,  to  rest  satisfied 
with  the  able  advocacy  of  this  measure  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
in  his  message  to  your  honorable  bodies  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses¬ 
sion.  But  believing  it  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  that  this  office 
should  be  created,  v/e  shall  not  we  trust,  be  considered  too  obtrusive,  if 
we  dwell  at  greater  length  upon  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and 
anticipate  some  of  the  results  that  would  probably  follow  its  adoption. 

To  have  an  efficient  system  of  public  instruction,  one  of  the  first  requi¬ 
sites  is  to  have  an  efficient  superintendence.  We  need  a  central  power 
like  the  heart  to  the  human  system,  to  keep  the  works  in  motion;  and  to 
have  a  regular  communication  established  by  intermediate  agents  be¬ 
tween  the  heart  and  the  extremities — between  superintendent  and  peo¬ 
ple;  an  arterial  circulation  to  supply  instructions  and  advice  to  under 
officers,  teachers,  and  parents,  and  veins  to  convey  information  of  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures,  and  of  required  improvements,  to  the  superintendent. 
Here  has  been  a  prime,  and  a  sufficient  cause  of  failure,  in  the  operation 
of  our  school  laws.  Suitable  provisions  have  not  been  made  to  procure 
statistics  and  information  of  various  kinds  to  lay  before  the  Legislature, 
and  without  which  enlightened  legislation  could  not  be  expected;  and  our 
legislators  have  calculated  too  much  upon  the  influence  of  private,  indi¬ 
vidual  advantages  in  having  good  schools,  and  have  not  attended  to 
awakening  an  interest  in  regions,  and  in  particular  cases,  where  educa¬ 
tion  was  not  justly  appreciated,  and  to  enforcing  the  laws  where  they 
were  neglected. 

THE  OFFICE  IN  OTHER  STATES. 

-  - 

In  seven  States,  and  probably  in  others  with  whose  school  systems  we 
are  unacquainted,  they  have  this  officer,  and  the  appointment  has  been 
frequently  urged  by  governors  of  several  other  States  in  their,  legislative 
messages.  In  Kentucky  and  Massachusetts  the  office  has  existed  for  eight 
years.  In  Michigan  it  is  engrafted  upon  the  constitution,  as  it  is  also  in 
Iowa;  and  in  New  York,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  in  Virginia  the  second  Auditor,  are  ex  officio  superintendents,  em¬ 
ploying  extra  clerks  to  assist  in  discharging  the  duties. 

In  every  State  where  the  office  has  existed,  rapid  improvements  in 
schools  have  followed  its  creation;  and  on  the  other  hand,  in  nearly  every 
State  where  the  office  does  not  exist,  and  has  not,  there  is  a  lamentable 
deficiency  in  attention  to  popular  education.  Illinois  is  no  exception  to 
this.  Our  own  experience  calls  negatively  for  the  creation  of  the  office; 
for  we  have  had  no  superintendent,  and  our  school  system  has  accom¬ 
plished  little.  There  are,  however,  two  or  three  of  the  New  England 
States,  where  the  children  are  well  educated,  and  I  believe  have  never 
had  this  officer.  But  how  different  their  condition  from  ours!  The  peo¬ 
ple  there  are  assimilated  in  their  views  and  habits.  One  generation  has 
succeeded  another,  adopting  the  measures  of  their  fathers,  with  such  im¬ 
provements  as  experience  has  required.  But  here,  we  are  thrown  togeth¬ 
er  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  with  views  and  habits  as  varied  as  ourori- 
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gins.  Surely*  no  similar  characteristics  exist  at  present  to  warrant  us  in 
dispensing  with  such  an  officer,  because  New  Hampshire  and  Maine  have 
none.  When  the  character  of  Illinois  shall  be  as  permanently  estab¬ 
lished;  when  its  children  shall  be  as  well  instructed,  as  in  these  time-hon¬ 
ored  States,  we,  too,  may  enjoy  a  good  system  of  public  instruction  with¬ 
out  a  superintendent;  though  even  then  it  may  be  desirable  to  follow  the 
example  of  other  States,  as  experienced — as  wise  in  their  school  manage¬ 
ment — and  retain  this  officer.  But  till  then,  at  any  rate,  let  us  have  him. 

When  we  consider  the  importance  of  the  trusts,  for  the  management 
of  which  we  ask  that  this  office  may  be  created;  the  important  duties  to 
be  performed,  which  will  be  almost  wholly  neglected  without  a  superin¬ 
tendent;  it  appears  strange — unaccountable — that  men,  so  provident,  so 
clear  sighted  in  other  public  measures,  should  so  long  have  neglected  to 
adopt  this.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that  this  subject  of  popular  education 
is  chief  of  all  the  measures  entrusted  to  legislative  and  executive  care; 
is  it  too  much  then  to  ask  that  a  minister  be  appointed,  specially  to  attend 
to  its  interests? 

STATE  SCHOOL  FUND  MADE  MORE  USEFUL. 

A  large  amount  of  public  money  is  expended  annually  in  its  support; 
for  the  past  two  years  greater  than  any  other  item  of  State  expenditure; 
is  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  appoint  an  agent  to  see  what  becomes  of  it; 
whether  it  be  so  used  as  to  accomplish  the  greatest  possible  good?  What 
other  public  appropriations  have  ever  been  made,  and  no  care  taken  of 
the  expenditure?  In  granting  money  for  the  canal,  the  State  house,  and 
all  other  public  works,  it  has  been  regarded  a  matter  of  economy,  to  em¬ 
ploy,  at  great  expense,  capable  and  faithful  men  to  direct  its  use;  but 
when  we  come  to  school  money,  $50,000  can  be  expended  annually,  and 
the  proposition,  to  employ  in  like  manner  an  agent  to  watch  this,  is  put 
down  by  the  hue  and  cry  of — the  expense! 

But  farther,  this  school  money  some  regard  as  peculiarly  the  people’s 
with  which  the  Legislature  have  nothing  to  do  except  to  distribute  it. 
The  people  may  use  it  as  they  see  fit,  to  support  good  schools  or  bad,  and 
neither  the  Legislature  or  its  agents  have  any  right  to  inquire,  why  do  ye 
so?  Never  a  greater  mistake.  The  school  fund  is  a  sacred  trust,  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  State  by  Congress  for  the  promotion  of  common  schools;  and 
it  is  no  more  a  breach  of  that  trust  to  pervert  it  from  its  specific  use,  than 
to  fail  to  use  it  in  the  most  faithful  manner.  By  every  principle  of  hones¬ 
ty  the  Legislature  is  bound  to  spare  no  effort  to  ensure  its  most  judicious 
management  and  expenditure;  and  it  being  a  notorious  fact,  that  a  large 
part  of  it  accomplishes  slight  results  compared  with  what  it  should,  is  it 
not  the  least  they  can  do  to  appoint  some  one  to  look  after  it? 

ENHANCED  VALUE  OF  TOWNSHIP  FUNDS. 

But  the  effort  of  a  superintendent’s  labors  will  not  be  confined  to  the 
State  funds.  There  are,  besides,  the  township  funds,  the  use  of  which 
would  be  equally  modified.  The  school  lands  amount  to  about  1.000,000 
acres;  and  suppose  two-thirds  of  them  to  have  been  sold,  and  to  have 
brought  but  $3  per  acre,  that  would  give  $2,000,000.  This  is  loaned 
upon  interest,  mostly  at  ten  and  twelve  per  cent.;  but  at  six  per  cent.,  it 
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would  give  §120,000  annually,  more  than  twice  the  amount  of  the  State 
appropriation.  They  are  township  funds,  to  be  sure;  but  were  granted 
by  the  same  power  and  for  the  same  object,  for  which  the  State  fund  was 
created,  and  their  management  is  in  a  measure  committed  to  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  May  not  your  honorable  bodies,  then,  with  propriety — would  it  not 
be  expected  of  you,  to  adopt  every  consistent  measure  to  increase  their 
usefulness? 

HIS  AID  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Permit  us  also  to  suggest  to  your  honorable  bodies,  the  advantages  you 
would  yourselves  derive  from  the  services  of  a  superintendent.  Educa¬ 
tion  in  all  its  details  would  be  with  him  a  constant  study;  and  besides  learn¬ 
ing  what  he  could  from  people  at  home,  he  would  be  procuring  informa¬ 
tion  from  abroad,  and  familiarizing  himself  with  improvements  and  the 
practical  operation  of  systems  adopted  in  other  States,  In  his  travels,  he 
would  meet  the  friends  of  education  as  the  appointed  agent  of  the  State; 
and  they  would  lay  before  him  the  condition  of  schools  amongst  them,  the 
operation  of  the  law — its  advantages  and  defects,  and  recommend  im¬ 
provements  which  appeared  to  them  desirable.  The  returns  of  school 
districts,  and  reports  of  under  officers  throughout  the  State,  would  also  be 
made  to  him;  and  when  the  Legislature  was  convened,  from  this  store¬ 
house  of  experience  and  facts,  he  could  draw  rich  supplies  of  information 
to  lay  the  basis  of  enlightened  legislation;  and  we  can  conceive  of  no 
other  feasible  method  of  procuring  such  knowledge,  so  absolutely  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  perfecting  of  a  school  system. 

And  should  not  the  Legislature  be  informed  as  to  the  results  of  their 
legislation?  Surely  if  their  system  works  well,  they  should  know  it. 
If  alterations  be  required  they  should  know  it.  The  instruction  of 
two  hundred  thousand  children  annually,  is  not  a  matter  of  such 
slight  moment,  as  that  the  passage  of  a  few  laws  relieves  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  all  responsibility  concerning  it.  As  good  rulers,  they  will  not 
only  legislate  wisely,  but  they  will  adopt  measures  to  learn  with  cer¬ 
tainty  the  effects — whether  the  law  be  complied  with,  and  the  consequen¬ 
ces.  To  attain  this  end,  what  better  course  can  be  adopted,  than  to  em¬ 
ploy  a  faithful  superintendent,  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties? 

HIS  SPECIAL  INFLUENCE  IN  PARTICULAR  REGIONS. 

Again;  in  some  regions  the  law  would  not  be  so  carefully  practised  upon 
as  in  others;  and  if  what  it  should  be,  according  to  its  observance  would 
be  the  character  of  the  schools.  An  important  part  of  a  superintendent’s 
duties  would  be,  to  seek  out  these  regions,  and  induce  them  to  pay  closer 
attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  law;  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter. 
In  districts  where  nothing  has  been  attempted,  simply  because  no  one 
cared  for  education,  and  in  other  districts,  where  the  money  received  from 
the  State,  together  with  the  proceeds  of  the  township  funds,  have  been 
injudiciously  expended,  and  no  efforts  made  to  provide  other  funds  for 
school  purposes,  however  much  needed;  how  effective  might  have  been 
the  labors  of  a  wise,  energetic  superintendent  in  arousing  to  action — 
causing  parents  to  acknowledge  and  feel  how  dependent  are  the  prosperi¬ 
ty  and  happiness  of  their  children  upon  the  cultivation  of  their  heads 
and  hearts;  and  while  setting  the  people  at  work,  aiding  them  at  the 
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same  time  to  procure  good  schools.  Who,  conversant  with  the  facts,  can 
doubt,  that  if  at  a  cost  of  several  thousands  of  dollars,  a  complete  super¬ 
vision  could  have  been  established,  in  years  past;  more,  much  more  would 
have  been  accomplished  in  behalf  of  education,  even  if  the  expense  had 
been  defrayed  entirely  from  the  school  fund. 

When  not  necessarily  employed  otherwise,  he  would  be  expected  to 
travel  throughout  the  State,  attending  conventions  of  school  officers, 
teachers  and  parents,  delivering  addresses,  conversing  upon  the  subject  in 
public  and  private,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power,  diffusing  information 
among  the  people,  and  inciting  them  to  greater  exertions.  That  he  will 
be  able  at  once  to  raise  to  a  high  pitch  the  public  feeling,  and  cause  the 
adoption  of  every  measure  necessary  to  the  immediate  and  universal 
spread  of  education,  is  not  to  be  expected.  There  are  in  Illinois  about 
one  hundred  counties;  and  the  superintendent  would  have  to  labor  early 
and  late — no  man  in  the  State  would  work  harder — if,  in  addition  to  his 
numerous  other  duties,  he  visited  each  county,  and  delivered  in  it,  say  two 
lectures,  within  two  years.  He  must  have  good  health,  a  strong  constitu¬ 
tion,  to  be  able  to  do  it.  Of  course,  much  would  remain  unaccomplish¬ 
ed  after  his  first  tour;  yet  who  can  estimate  the  influence  he  would  exert 
in  controlling  and  forming  public  sentiment,  even  by  these  two  years  of 
hasty  labor! 

Having  passed  over  the  whole  ground  once,  he  would  then  select  those 
counties  where  his  labors  were  most'  necessary;  and  if  possessed  of  the 
right  character,  every  district  through  which  he  passed,  wmuld  show  the 
effects  of  his  visit.  Public  attention  would  be  directed  to  schools;  pa¬ 
rents  and  teachers  be  made  to  regard  them  as  they  never  did  before; 
prejudices  against  new  measures  be  surmounted;  and  the  whole  popula¬ 
tion  be  speedily  roused  to  united,  concentrated  action.  Oh,  when  shall 
we  see  so  desirable,  so  glorious  a  movement! 

HIS  GENERAL  INFLUENCE  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE. 

To  have  this  influence  exerted  upon  the  people  generally,  is  indeed, 
one  of  the  strongest  reasons  for  the  appointment.  To  awaken  public 
interest — to  break  up  this  awful  lethargy,  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  im¬ 
provement.  How  utterly  useless  is  it  for  the  Legislature  to  amend  the 
laws,  and  attempt  to  perfect  a  system,  if  its  measures  be  neglected  by  the 
great  mass!  Were  the  people  alive  to  the  importance  of  common  schools, 
ready  to  hail  with  joy  every  advancing  step  in  improvement;  yet  in  the 
diversity  of  opinion  that  prevails,  founded  upon  previous  view's  and  habits, 
it  would  be  no  slight  work,  if  any  great  alterations  wrere  made  in  the 
law,  to  explain  its  bearings,  and  bring  it  into  general  operation.  But, 
alas!  it  is  too  certain  that  to  explain  the  law,  will  be  the  least  difficult 
part  of  a  superintendent’s  labors.  To  arouse  to  action — to  make  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  feel  that  their  children  must  be  educated, — to 
induce  them  to  act  vigorously  under  any  system, — will  be  a  work  ten  fold 
more  arduous.  Did  one  in  twenty  of  the  legal  voters  rightly  value  edu¬ 
cation,  think  you  our  schools  wmuld  be  what  they  now  are?  Would  they 
rest  satisfied  with  their  present  condition,  coolly  waiting  an  improvement 
in  the  State  system?  No;  here  is  the  burthen  of  the  labor — to  bring 
home  to  the  great  majority,  the  necessity  of  educating  their  children — of 
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providing  good  schools — and  make  them  understand  how  much  they  have 
to  do  personally  in  procuring  the  means. 

Could  funds  be  provided  to  defray  the  expense,  it  would  unquestiona¬ 
bly  be  the  part  of  wisdom,  to  employ  several  men  of  suitable  qualifica¬ 
tions,  to  labor  in  this  cause.  The  importance  of  the  work;  the  necessity 
of  its  being  expedited  as  rapidly  as  possible,  would  sufficiently  warrant  it. 
But  in  the  present  crippled  condition  of  our  State  Treasury,  and  our 
other  resources  for  school  purposes  being  so  limited,  it  is  not  to  be  expect¬ 
ed,  neither  do  we  ask  for  it.  But,  because  all  cannot  be  done  that  ap¬ 
pears  desirable,  shall  nothing  be  done?  Shall  we  deprive  ourselves  of 
all  the  benefits  of  an  able  superintendence,  because  it  is  out  of  our  power 
to  employ  sufficient  force  to  perform  the  duties  as  rapidly  as  we  would 
like?  Folly  this!  Let  all  due  diligence  be  employed  to  hasten  the  work, 
and  attain  the  ends  as  speedily  as  possible;  but  let  us  make  sure  that  the 
work  be  accomplished  at  some  time. 

SOME  OF  THE  ADVANTAGES. 

There  are,  then,  these  five  reasons  for  creating  the  office  of  State  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  either  of  which  appears  sufficient  to 
warrant  it. 

1st.  That  the  State  should  have  an  authorized  agent,  as  in  other  pub¬ 
lic  appropriations,  to  see  that  its  money  is  rightly  applied,  and  made  use¬ 
ful  in  the  highest  degree. 

2d.  That  the  usefulness  of  the  township  funds  would  be  greatly  in¬ 
creased. 

3d.  That  the  Legislature  may  be  supplied  with  reliable  information 
concerning  the  operation  of  the  law,  the  condition  of  schools  throughout 
the  State,  the  plans  and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  the  improvements 
made  elsewhere;  all  of  which  is  necessary  to  enlightened  and  permanent 
legislation. 

4th.  The  advantage  of  an  agent  to  operate  in  particular  regions, 
where  the  greatest  apathy  prevails. 

5th.  The  necessity  of  enlisting  a  more  general  interest  in  common 
schools;  the  surest  and  best  method  of  doing  which,  is  to  send  a  man  of 
the  right  character,  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  State. 

Other  advantages  present  themselves,  which  we  must  not  dwell  upon 
for  lack  of  room.  lie  would  call  together,  in  convention  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  under  officers,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  from  seve¬ 
ral  adjoining  counties,  affording  opportunities  to  become  acquainted,  and 
for  all  to  avail  themselves  of  the  experience  and  improvements  of  others. 
He  would  examine  teachers  and  visit  their  schools;  and  to  those  of  great 
excellence,  he  would  grant  honorary  certificates,  qualifying  them  to 
leach  in  any  school  in  the  State.  Such  certificates  would  be  highly 
prized,  and  prove  a  stimulus  to  numerous  teachers  to  improve  their  own 
minds,  and  acquire  greater  ability  to  instruct.  He  might,  with  advantage, 
be  permitted  to  make  honorary  appointments,  of  one  or  more  persons  in 
a  county,  to  aid  the  county  superintendent  in  his  labors,  and  with  bis  ap¬ 
probation,  of  course;  their  services  to  be  wholly  gratuitous.  He  would 
apportion  the  school  money  of  the  State;  supply  the  school  law,  with  his 
instructions,  to  under  officers;  prepare  and  distribute  blank  forms,  for 
making  school  returns  to  his  department ;  give  aid  and  advice  when  de- 
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sired;  and  act  as  general  peacemaker  in  settling  difficulties  concerning 
school  matters. 

QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  OFFICE. 

To  discharge  the  duties  of  this  exalted  office — faithfully,  and  with 
credit  and  usefulness  to  the  State,  the  incumbent  must  be  no  common 
character.  In  the  apposite  language  of  the  Governor,  “he  must  be  a  rare 
man,  endowed  with  talents,  zeal,  and  discretion  of  the  highest  order.” — • 
His  zeal,  too,  must  be  4c according  to  knowledge.”  He  should  possess 
general  information,  with  agreeable  manners;  independence  of  thought 
and  action,  without  being  over-bearing.  Especially  should  he  have  good 
oratorical  powers;  be  able  to  deliver  a  plain,  practical  address  off  hand. 
With  the  subject  of  education,  he  should  be  familiar  in  all  its  parts,  by 
experience  as  well  as  theory — should  have  been  a  teacher  ; — should  have 
become  acquainted  with  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  West,  by  a  resi¬ 
dence  of  several  years; — should  be  possessed  of  energy  and  perseve¬ 
rance  with  good  business  habits.  His  morals  and  integrity  should  be 
above  suspicion;  yea,  more, — he  should  be  a  Christian.  No  bigot — no 
sectarian — not  necessarily  even  a  member  of  any  church — yet  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  Love — the  essence  of  pure  religion, — love  to  God  and  love  to 
man — should  be  the  ruling  principle  of  his  life. 

COMPENSATION. 

The  services  of  such  a  man  will  not  he  commanded  for  a  trifle;  and 
while  we  do  not  desire  for  the  office  an  extravagant  salary,  yet  we  would 
ask  that  it  may  be  made  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object.  In  other 
States  and  in  foreign  countries,  their  ablest  men  have  filled  this  office, 
and  the  object  is  worthy  of  man’s  best  energies;  and  here  in  Illinois, 
where  so  much  is  to  be  required,  to  have  an  inferior  man  for  superintend¬ 
ent,  would  prove  a  total  failure  of  the  enterprise.  He  must  be  second  to 
no  other  officer  of  the  State. ;  and  to  offer  a  small  remuneration,  so  that 
no  one  competent  to  the  task  will  aceept  the  appointment,  will  entirely 
defeat  the  object,  and  the  expenditure  prove  useless.  As  to  the  amount, 
we  would  notdictate.  In  Kentucky,  the  salary  is  81,000;  what  it  is  in 
other  States,  wc  know  not.  We  would,  however,  barely  suggest  that 
he  be  paid  like  other  State  officers,  out  of  the  treasury.  The  small  in¬ 
come  of  the  school  fund  is  required  for  other  school  purposes,  and  much 
more  is  desirable;  and  if  our  previous  positions  have  been  sustained, 
there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  thus  paying  him;  for  an  officer  of  more 
essential  service  to  the  State,  than  he  is  or  should  be,  does  not  live.  But 
if  the  expense  fall  upon  the  school  fund,  it  should  by  no  means  defeat  the 
enterprise.  More  will  be  accomplished  with  the  remainder,  under  the 
management  of  an  able  superintendent,  than  with  the  whole  as  hereto¬ 
fore  used. 


SHALL  THE  EXPENSE  DEFEAT  THE  MEASURE. 

We  have  examined  some  of  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  measure, 
and  what  is  there  to  oppose?  Not  a  single  objection  can  be  urged,  ex¬ 
cept  the  expense.  And  shall  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
be  put  in  competition  with  the  accomplishment  of  a  work  of  this  mag. 
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nitude?  Our  common  schools  accomplish  not  a  tithe  of  what  they  should, 
yet  our  prosperity  depends  upon  making  them  useful  in  the  highest  de¬ 
gree;  and  numerous  enlightened  statesmen  and  teachers — thousands  of 
the  most  zealous,  talented  friends  of  education  throughout  the  State, — 
ask  the  creation  of  this  office  as  not  only  a  certain  method  of  improve¬ 
ment,  but  the  only  one  that  can  be  devised  ;  and  upon  the  result,  if  the 
appointee  be  rightly  qualified,  they  are  willing  to  stake  their  reputation 
for  good  judgment.  Shall  the  cost,  so  trifling  in  comparison  with  the 
object  in  view,  cause  a  defeat  of  the  plan?  It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted 
that  we  are  so  illy  able  to  incur  the  expense;  but  some  State  expenses 
must  be  met,  notwithstanding  our  embarrassment,  among  which  are  the 
pay  for  executive,  legislative  and  judicial  services;  and  with  these  we 
would  class  a  superintendent.  This  is  no  extraordinary  project — no  su¬ 
perfluity,  which  it  might  be  well  enough  to  have,  if  we  could  afford  it; 
but  a  necessary — a  measure  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 
We  cannot — must  not — do  without  it.  As  his  Excellency  well  remarks, 
“money  expended  on  such  an  agency,  if  ably,  faithfully  and  zealously 
executed,  would  be  approved  by  the  people  as  being  more  for  their  bene¬ 
fit,  than  any  other  appropriation  whatever.  And  if  taxed  for  it,  they 
would  feel  that  they  had  been  taxed  for  a  purpose  of  the  highest 
utility.” 

APPOINTMENT  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

His  Excellency  recommends  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  the  legis¬ 
lature,  but  there  are  one  or  two  reasons  for  leaving  it  with  the  Governor. 
It  will  be  difficult  to  secure  a  suitable  person  ;  and  obviously,  the  entire 
success  rests  here.  Of  the  whole  herd  of  office  seekers,  who  would  be 
hanging  upon  your  buttons,  the  moment  there  was  any  probability  that 
the  office  would  be  created,  not  one  should  be  appointed.  He  belongs 
not  to  that  class;  and  time  and  opportunity  should  be  given  to  hunt  him 
out  at  home,  where  he  would  probably  he  found  attending  to  his  own 
business.  Should  the  power  of  removal  be  granted,  as  would  probably 
be  judicious,  it  would  be  most  irksome  for  his  Excellency  to  exercise  it 
upon  one  elected  by  the  Legislature  ;  and  without  intending  any  dis¬ 
respect  to  your  Hon.  bodies,  permit  us  to  ask,  if  it  would  not  be  better 
to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the  appointment  upon  one  person  entirely, 
rather  than  have  it  divided  between  one  hundred  and  sixty? 

TO  THOSE  OPPOSED  TO  TIIE  OFFICE. 

In  concluding  this  part  of  our  memorial,  we  have  one  word  to  say  to 
the  ardent  friends  of  education  who  may  oppose  us.  We  lay  no  claim 
to  having  all  the  wisdom  and  zeal  on  our  side.  Several  differ  from  us, 
who  have  shown  by  former  efforts,  their  sincere  desire  to  promote  this 
great  cause.  But  we  would  ask  of  them  as  a  paiticular,  as  a  great 
favor,  to  waive  their  objections  and  yield  their  own  plans,  giving  this  their 
cordial  support,  even  if  they  think  some  other  measure  less  expensive 
might  be  devised.  Till  now  we  have  not  had  the  office,  and  all  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  necessity  of  working  a  change; — let  our  plan  be  tried  for 
a  year  or  two  and  watch  the  consequences.  If  found  not  to  answer  the 
purpose,  the  law  can  be  repealed  at  the  next  session,  and  the  experiment 
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will  not  be  very  costly.  Please  not  only  withhold  opposition,  but  give 
us  your  hearty  support. 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  next  measure  proposed  by  the  convention  is,  to  change  the  duties 
of  the  present  school  commissioner,  (or  rather  to  increase  them,)  the 
method  of  his  election,  and  his  title.  For  the  same  reasons,  in  the  gene¬ 
ral,  that  we  ask  for  a  State  superintendent,  do  we  desire  county  super¬ 
intendents  ;  and  the  value  of  their  services  will  appear,  as  we  examine 
some  of  the  duties  proposed  to  require  of  them. 

EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

A  most  important  duty  for  him  to  perform,  and  one  greatly  neglected 
at  present,  is  the  examination  of  teachers.  Notwithstanding  the  high 
trusts  committed  to  their  charge,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  applicant 
for  a  school  is  not  half  so  closely  examined,  as  he  would  be  if  he  sought 
mechanical  employment.  To  work  in  wood  or  stone,  the  employer  will 
know  the  skill  and  experience  of  the  one  he  hires;  but  immortal  minds 
by  scores  can  be  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  first  person  who  can  be 
found  without  other  employment,  and  almost  the  first  and  last,  and  only 
question  asked  will  be,  6  how  cheap  will  you  do  it?’  Can  any  thing  be 
more  absurd?  Here  is  a  man  employed  to  give  impress  to  the  plastic 
minds  of  youth,  never  to  be  effaced  through  all  time; — yea,  more — it  lasts 
through  the  unceasing  ages  of  eternity,  and  the  only  qualification  re¬ 
quired  is, — to  do  it  cheap! 

These  teachers  to  a  great  extent,  are  preparing  your  voters — qualify¬ 
ing  those  who  in  a  few  fleeting  years,  are  to  fill  the  offices  of  Government 
and  direct  the  car  of  State; — is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  do 
all  they  can  to  ensure  the  employment  of  good,  competent,  faithful  per¬ 
sons?  Much  can  be  done  on  this  point,  by  providing  for  their  rigid  ex¬ 
amination,  and  that  no  school  shall  receive  aid  from  the  State  appropria¬ 
tion,  in  which  a  teacher  is  employed  who  has  not  a  legal  certificate  of 
qualification.  Some  might  consider  this  hard,  and  that  the  Legislature 
was  interfering  in  what  was  none  of  its  business.  But  is  it  so?  Set¬ 
ting  aside  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Legislature  to  direct  in  a  matter 
so  vitally  affecting  the  public  good,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  it  is  the 
money  entrusted  to  the  State  by  Congress,  to  be  used  in  the  best  possible 
manner  to  promote  education,  that  is  withheld;  and  can  the  State  do 
less  than  withhold  it,  where  they  know  it  will  be  worse  than  squandered? 
There  is  no  compulsion  in  the  matter.  If  parents  choose  to  employ  an 
incompetent  man,  they  can  do  it;  but,  should  they  be  paid  for  it  by  the 
State  ? 

For  several  reasons  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  examination  given  to  one 
person,  and  that  the  county  superintendent.  It  is  difficult  to  find  in  every 
district  or  township,  a  person  qualified  for  the  task,  who  will  attend  to  it. 
Incompetent  teachers  will  be  less  likely  to  obtain  certificates  through 
favor  or  affection,  if  examined  by  a  single  county  officer,  than  if  exam¬ 
ined  by  township  or  district  officers,  who,  in  numerous  instances,  would 
be  friends  and  neighbors  of  the  applicant.  In  such  matters,  the  public 
is  best  served  by  throwing  responsibility  upon  a  single  person,  and  he 
alone  should  give  certificates,  except  honorary  ones  to  be  given  very  su- 
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perior  teachers  by  the  State  superintendent.  He  should,  however,  be 
permitted  at  his  discretion,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  others  to  assist  in  exam¬ 
ining;  and  no  district  would  be  compelled  to  employ  any  teacher  whom 
the  trustees  should  deem  incompetent.  The  discharge  of  other  duties, 
would  give  him  peculiar  qualifications  for  this;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  acquaintance  with  teachers  which  he  would  thus  acquire,  would  aid 
him  materially  in  his  general  endeavors  to  promote  education.  When 
trustees  wished  to  procure  a  teacher,  they  could  apply  to  him;  and  his 
acquaintance  with  them,  and  with  the  districts  throughout  the  county, 
would  enable  him  to  recommend  with  advantage,  a  teacher  for  a  particu¬ 
lar  school ;  for  frequently  a  teacher  would  be  lound  valuable  and  success¬ 
ful  in  one  school,  and  fail  in  another. 

Whenever  applied  to,  he  should  make  an  examination,  and  at  least  one 
day  in  March,  April,  September  and  October,  should  be  designated,  when 
he  will  attend  at  the  county  seat  for  this  special  purpose;  and  if  unavoid¬ 
ably  prevented  from  attending,  he  should  have  authority  to  fix  another 
day,  of  which  suitable  notice  should  be  given.  To  be  at  this  trouble,  is 
not  requiring  too  much  of  a  teacher.  At  any  rate;  the  public  should  be 
guarded  against  imposition;  and  there  is  as  much  propriety  in  requiring 
this  of  a  teacher,  as  that  a  law’yer  or  a  physician  should  be  examined  and 
regularly  admitted  to  practice. 

GENERAL  DUTIES. 

The  county  superintendent  will  be  required  to  visit  every  township 
twice  each  year,  if  possible,  each  school;  convene  teachers,  town  super¬ 
intendents,  trustees  of  districts,  and  other  friends  of  education  through¬ 
out  his  county,  at  least  once  every  year;  go  with  the  State  superintend¬ 
ent  through  the  county  when  he  visits  it;  deliver  lectures  as  often  as 
practicable;  get  up  school  celebrations  when  expedient;  apportion  the 
public  money  to  the  townships,  or  schools,  and  take  charge  of  township 
funds  not  otherwise  disposed  of;  make  an  annual  report  to  the  State  su¬ 
perintendent,  of  the  general  condition  of  schools  in  his  county,  facts  of 
special  interest  that  he  may  have  observed,  the  practical  workings  of  the 
system,  suggest  amendments  which  he  may  deem  expedient,  make  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  reports  of  town  superintendents,  prepare  an  abstract  of 
the  school  returns;  and  adopt  such  other  measures  as  he  pleases  to  in¬ 
crease  the  interest,  and  enlist  the  co-operation  in  the  support  of  schools, 
of  every  citizen  of  his  county. 

ELECTION - COMPENSATION. 

Like  the  State  superintendent,  the  county  superintendent  requires  pe¬ 
culiar  qualifications  to  discharge  these  important  and  multifarious  duties. 
His  selection,  therefore  should  be  made  with  great  care.  The  town  su¬ 
perintendents  would  probably  be  as  well  qualified  as  any  others  to  do  this, 
as  they  would  be  certain  to  know  all  in  the  county  who  were  active  in  the 
cause,  and  generally  would  choose  with  a  single  eye  to  zeal,  discretion 
and  ability  to  direct  and  give  impulse  to  educational  movements.  The 
management  of  school  matters  should  be  as  far  removed  from  politics  as 
possible;  and  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  have  the  election 
with  other  county  officers  in  August,  without  having  it  more  or  less  a  par- 
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ty  vote.  Each  party  will  have  a  candidate,  and  it  is  more  than  is  reason¬ 
able  to  expect,  that  voters  will  generally  divest  themselves  of  party  at¬ 
tachments  and  influences,  particularly  at  such  an  exciting  time  of  poli¬ 
tics,  and  vote  solely  for  the  man  best  qualified.  To  hold  a  county  elec¬ 
tion  for  this  alone,  would  be  too  expensive,  and  the  people  would  not  at¬ 
tend;  and  the  best  plan  next  to  this  that  occurs  to  us,  is  to  have  him  elec¬ 
ted  by  a  majority  of  the  town  superintendents,  who  are  themselves  elec¬ 
ted  by  the  people  annually.  He  should  be  required  to  give  bond  with  se¬ 
curity,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

To  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  faithfully,  will  occupy  considerable 
time,  and  he  will  be  put  to  more  or  less  expense  for  travelling,  &c.,  which 
should  be  paid.  The  compensation,  however,  should  not  be  such  as  to 
make  that  the  object  in  taking  the  office.  Love  for  the  cause  should  be 
the  controlling  influence. 

THE  OFFICE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

This  feature  is  borrowed  from  the  New  York  system;  and  that  able 
statesman,  as  well  as  sound  and  ardent  friend  of  popular  instruction,  Col. 
Young,  commends  it  in  the  highest  terms.  After  it  had  been  adopted  for 
two  years,  he  says  in  his  report  to  the  legislature  as  State  superintendent 
of  schools,  made  in  January,  1843,  “the  system  of  deputy  [countyj  super¬ 
intendents,  is  capable  of  securing,  and  can  be  made  to  secure,  the  follow¬ 
ing  objects: 

“It  can  produce  a  complete  and  efficient  supervision  of  all  the  schools 
of  the  State,  in  reference  as  well  to  their  internal  management,  as  to  their 
external  details: 

“It  can  be  made  to  unite  all  the  schools  of  the  State  into  one  great 
system;  making  the  advancement  of  each,  the  ambition  of  all;  furnish¬ 
ing  each  with  the  means  of  attaining  the  highest  standard  of  practical 
excellence,  by  communicating  to  it  every  improvement  discovered  or  sug¬ 
gested  in  every  or  any  of  the  others: 

“It  can  do  much  towards  dissipating  the  stolid  indifference  which  par¬ 
alyses  many  portions  of  the  community,  and  towards  arousing,  enlighten¬ 
ing  and  enlisting  public  sentiment,  in  the  great  work  of  elementary  in¬ 
struction,  by  systematic  and  periodical  appeals  to  the  inhabitants  of  each 
school  district,  in  the  form  of  lectures,  addresses,  &c. 

“It  can  be  made  to  dismiss  from  our  schools  all  immoral  and  incompe¬ 
tent  teachers,  and  to  secure  the  services  of  such  only  as  are  qualified  and 
efficient,  thereby  elevating  the  grade  of  the  school  master,  and  infusing 
new  vitality  into  the  school.” 

In  his  subsequent  report,  of  January,  1844,  he  says:  “to  their  [county 
superintendents]  efforts,  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
revolution  in  public  sentiment,  by  which  the  district  school,  from  being 
the  object  of  general  .aversion  and  reproach,  begins  to  attract  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  regard  of  all.  To  their  enlightened  labors,  for  the  elevation  and 
advancement  of  these  elementary  institutions,  we  owe  it  in  a  great  meas¬ 
ure,  thatnew  and  improved  modes  of  teaching, of  government  andof  discip¬ 
line  have  succeeded  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  districts,  to  those 
which  have  hitherto  prevailed;  that  a  higher  grade  of  qualifications  for 
teachers  has  been  almost  universally  required;  that  parents  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  visit  and  take  an  interest  in  the  schools;  that  private  and  select 
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schools  have  been  to  a  considerable  extent  discountenanced,  and  the  en¬ 
tire  energies  of  the  inhabitants  of  districts  concentrated  on  the  district 
school 3  and  that  the  importance,  the  capabilities  and  extended  means  of 
usefulness  of  these  nurseries  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  are  beginning  to 
be  adequately  appreciated  in  nearly  every  section  of  the  State.  Collec¬ 
tively  considered,  these  officers  have  well  vindicated  the  confidence  re¬ 
posed  in  them  by  the  Legislature  and  the  people,  and  justified  the  antici¬ 
pations  of  the  friends  of  education.” 

WHY  NOT  AS  USEFUL  HERE? 

Has  not  this  system  produced  the  very  resulls  for  which  every  friend 
of  education  labors?  Surely,  we  are  not  so  dissimilar,  in  Illinois,  from 
the  population  cf  New  York,  that  a  cause  so  efficacious  there,  shall  fail 
wholly  of  producingits  legitimate  effect  here.  Remember,  this  is  no  the¬ 
oretical  speculation,  but  plain  matter  of  fact.  Will  not  the  Legislature 
try  its  operation  here,  and  when  the  members  return  home,  see  to  it  that 
the  right  men  are  appointed?  Upon  this,  as  in  the  creation  of  the  office 
of  the  State  superintendent,  depends  the  entire  efficacy  of  the  measure. 

The  manner  and  faithfulness  with  which  the  duties  would  be  dischar  ged, 
would  vary  much  in  different  counties.  But  wc  can  conceive  of  no  plan 
more  certain  to  accomplish  the  object.  If  the  people  will  elect  good  town 
superintendents,  they  will  be  sure  to  have  a  good  county  superintendent; 
and  then  if  they  will  sustain  his  efforts  by  all  necessary  exertions  on  their 
part,  their  united  efforts  must  be  crowned  with  success.  Some  counties 
will  he  stimulated  to  action  by  witnessing  results  in  other  counties,  and  it 
is  most  reasonable  to  expect  that  one  zealous  county  superintendent,  will 
operate  upon  those  around  him.  A  generous  emulation  will  ere  long 
spring  up,  as  to  who  shall  accomplish  most,  and  be  able  to  exhibit  greatest 
improvements  in  teachers,  schools,  and  school  houses  in  his  county.  The 
more  they  achieve,  the  more  engaged  in  their  work  will  they  become,  and 
we  shall  speedily  have  a  strong  band  of  a  hundred  men,  laboring  most 
efficiently  throughout  the  Slate,  working  untold  benefits,  and  at  compar¬ 
atively  small  cost. 

TOWN  SUPERINTENDENTS.* 

The  next  favopwe  ask  is,  to  throw  all  the  responsibility  of  township 
management,  upon  one  town  superintendent.  This  also  has  been  proven 
by  experience  to  be  the  best  course,  and  a  moment’s  reflection  shows  the 
reason.  If  the  people  depend  upon  one  man  to  perform  certain  duties, 
they  wili  be  more  careful  in  the  selection  than  if  they  can  trust  to  several. 
And  besides,  when  a  board  is  created  for  a  specific  purpose,  if  the  duties 
are  not  more  than  one  can  well  perform,  some  one  docs  the  work,  and  yet 
the  responsibility  is  divided  between  all  the  members.  Throw  the  whole 
responsibility  upon  this  single  man,  and  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  he 
would  take  equally  as  much  care  in  performing  the  work,  and  probably  a 
little  more,  than  if  he  could  share  the  blame  of  mismanagement  with  oth¬ 
ers?  And^again;  a  man  likes  to  have  the  credit  of  doing  well;  and  if  alone 
in  discharging  the  duties  of  an  office,  if  well  administered,  he  knows  (he 
praise  must  be  his.  This  stimulus  would  be  partially  destroyed  by  hav- 
ing  associates. 

*This  is  changed  from  the  plan  of  the  Peoria  convention  upon  consultation  with  the  com- 
mitees  on  education  of  the  House  and  Senate. 
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This  feature  is  also  borrowed  from  the  New  York  system,  and  we  quote 
again  from  Col.  Young’s  report  showing  the  effect  in  practice,  “The  ab¬ 
olition  of  the  offices  of  commissioners  and  inspectors,  and  the  substitution 
of  that  of  town  superintendent,  has  been  universally  approved  by  the 
people.  There  is  no  longer  a  division  of  responsibility  under  which  du¬ 
ties  can  be  neglected  with  impunity;  on  one  man  rests  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  schools,  and  their  condition  honors  or  disgraces  him.  Not 
only  is  gi eater  rigor  and  certainty  in  this  manner  given  to  the  local  ad¬ 
ministration,  but  the  usefulness  of  the  county  superintendent  is  also 
greatly  increased.  By  obvious  and  judicious  arrangements,  each  can  pow¬ 
erfully  co-operate  with  the  other,  combining  together  the  drills,  inspec¬ 
tions,  registers,  district  examinations,  and  town  celebrations,  into  a  system 
which  shall  reach  and  remedy  every  evil.” 

One  objection  occurs  to  us,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the  formation  and 
change  of  districts.  This  duty  would  devolve  upon  the  town  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  in  difficult  cases,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  more  than  one 
to  decide  such  matters.  But  this  we  conceive  to  he  of  much  less  conse¬ 
quence  than  the  advantages  of  having  a  single  officer,  and  should  there 
be  dissatisfaction  with  the  districts  as  formed,  an  appeal  might  be  had, 
either  to  the  county  superintendent,  or  to  three  or  five  other  town  super¬ 
intendents,  w  hich  would  be  a  more  impartial  tribunal  than  any  to  be  found 
in  the  township. 

Except  in  the  examination  of  teachers,  he  would  be  to  the  town,  what 
the  county  superintendent  is  to  the  count)',  performing  the  duties  propo¬ 
sed  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  oi  the  plan  of  the  Peoria  conven- 
vention,  and  adopting  such  other  measures  as  he  pleased  to  improve  the 
common  schools  in  his  township. 

He  should  be  elected  by  the  people,  when  party  polities  will  not  be 
likely  to  interfere,  probably  in  the  spring;  and  should  give  bond  with  se¬ 
curity  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  present  system  of  un¬ 
incorporated  townships  it  is  proposed  (o  dispense  with,  every  township  to 
be  incorporated  for  school  purposes  whenever  the  town  superintendent 
shall  be  elected;  the  town  superintendent  to  be  the  incorporation  or 
agent,  for  all  legal  purposes.  The  three  percent,  on  sales  of  school  lands, 
and  two  per  cent,  on  disbursements  and  money  now  loaned,  now  paid  the 
school  commissioner  would  be  his;  and  we  would  su geest  w  hether  it  would 
not  be  well  to  leave  it  optional  with  the  townships  to  decide  by  vote  at 
their  annual  meetings,  whether  they  will  allow  other  compensation  and 
how  much,  and  perhaps  authorize  two  or  more  townships  to  employ  an 
agent. 

TRUSTEES  OF  DISTRICTS. 

The  election  of  three  trustees  for  each  school  district,  as  is  now  done, 
completes  the  official  organization  desired  by  the  Peoria  convention. 
They  should  perform  the  duties  at  present  required  of  them  by  law,  and 
others  suggested  in  the  eighth  paragraph  of  the  Peoria  convention.  They 
would  examine  a  teacher  who  had  a  certificate  from  the  county  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  employ  him  or  not  as  they  pleased;  and  for  immovables,  dis¬ 
charge  him.  They  would  determine  whether  the  district  required  one  or 
more  schools,  and  divide  the  children  as  they  thought  best.  After  the  first 
election,  would  it  not  be  an  improvement  if  only  one  should  be  elected 
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annually  so  as  to  have  two  old  members  in  the  board,  except  when  acci¬ 
dental  vacancies  occurred?  There  probably  would  be  more  stability  of 
management  from  year  to  year,  which  is  very  desirable. 

Your  honorable  bodies  have  now  before  you  the  official  organization  of 
a  school  system,  as  desired  by  the  Peoria  convention.  Simplicity  and 
efficiency  have  been  the  two  great  objects  aimed  at,  and  in  this  plan  they 
are  secured.  In  the  State,  county  and  town  superintendents,  and  trus¬ 
tees  of  districts,  is  a  regular  gradation  of  office;  and  the  lower  being  in 
a  measure  accountable  to  the  higher,  and  receiving  instructions  therefrom, 
gives  a  oneness,  a  universality,  to  the  system,  which  we  have  not  had  be¬ 
fore.  Not  an  office  is  asked  for  which  could  be  dispensed  with  in  this 
plan;  and  we  can  think  of  no  other  plan  which  would  employ  so  few  per- 
sons,  with  any  probability  of  having  the  work  accomplished. 

Other  provisions  in  the  plan  demand  a  word  of  explanation,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  length  to  which  the  memorial  is  already  drawn,  we  shall 
dwell  upon  only  one  other  at  any  length. 

SIZE  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

There  is  a  proviso  that  every  district  must  contain  at  least  twenty  fam¬ 
ilies.  A  similar  provision  was  incorporated  in  the  school  law  of  1825, 
and  it  would  be  well  for  us,  had  it  never  been  repealed.  The  needless 
multiplication  of  school  districts,  is  a  great  evil,  and  should  be  well  guar¬ 
ded  against.  Oftentimes,  two  or  three  districts  are  formed  where  there 
should  be  but  one;  and  in  consequence,  instead  of  having  one  good  school, 
continued  a  large  part  of  the  year,  and  well  sustained,  there  are  several 
miserable  apologies  kept  open  from  one  to  three  months  out  of  twelve. 
Let  it  be  observed,  this  provision  will  never  prevent  the  establishing  of  a 
new  school  if  necessary,  but  will  effectually  preclude  the  formation  of  a 
district  too  small  to  afford  support  to  one  good  school.  Had  we  room,  we 
should  like  to  present  some  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  large  districts,  but 
can  only  observe,  that  in  the  eastern  States  the  school  reports  are  filled 
with  complaints  of  the  towns  being  cut  up  into  small  districts;  and  let  us 
avoid  this  great  evil  while  we  may.  They  are  now  with  difficulty  organ¬ 
izing  what  they  term  Union  Districts,  of  several  small  ones,  so  as  to  em¬ 
brace  a  territory  of  three  or  four  miles  square,  in  order  to  have  a  first 
rate  school  for  the  larger  scholars,  and  then  send  the  little  ones  to  female 
teachers.  All  this  trouble  we  can  save  ourselves,  if  we  will  profit  by  their 
experience.  To  go  a  half  or  three-fourths  of  a  mile  more  or  less,  is  no 
object  with  a  boy  ten  to  fifteen  years  old,  provided  he  gets  to  a  better 
school  by  the  means. 

An  isolated  settlement  of  less  than  twenty  families,  might  occasionally 
be  set  off  by  itself  without  any  bad  consequences  resulting;  butthey  can 
have  a  school  and  be  attached  to  a  district  embracing  another  settle¬ 
ment. 

PUBLIC  MONEY  DISTRIBUTED  ACCORDING  TO  ATTENDANCE. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  public  money,  it  appears  desirable  to  have  a 
hange.  If  possible,  it  should  be  made  to  encourage  attendance  upon 
chools;  and  therefore  it  is  proposed  to  apportion  it  amongst  the  teachers 
according  to  the  number  of  days’  attendance  of  the  scholars.  To  the  county 
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superintendents,  it  is  proposed  to  divide  it  as  at  present,  pro  rata  accord¬ 
ing  to  population.  In  taking  the  census  hereafter,  would  it  not  he  well 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  seventeen  years  of 
age,  as  the  basis  of  distribution  of  the  public  money,  to  learn  how  many 
neglect  to  attend  school,  by  comparing  it  with  the  school  returns? 

TO  PAT  BUT  HALF  A  TEACHER’S’  SALARY. 

The  school  law  approved  Feb.  7th,  1835,  contains  the  following:  “no 
teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  [from  the  school  fund]  more  than  one- 
half  cf  the  amount  due  him  for  services,  rendered  within  the  twelve 
months  preceding  the  first  of  November,  previous  to  the  time  of  making 
such  distribution,”  &c.  Whenever  the  money  appropriated  to  the  sever¬ 
al  schools,  exceeded  the  one-half  of  the  amount  paid  or  due  the  teacher,  it 
was  “forever  [to]  remain  as  a  principal  fund,  to  be  denominated  “The 
County  School  Fund,”  to  be  loaned  out  by  the  school  commissioner  of 
the  county  as  township  funds.”  We  arc  surprised  that  so  wise  and  far 
sighted  a  measure,  when  once  adopted,  should  have  been  lost  in  the 
change  oflaws.  It  could  only  have  been  an  oversight  which  will  be  cor¬ 
rected  by  your  honorable  bodies.  The  only  alteration  we  would  suggest 
is,  that  the  overplus  be  attached  to  the  township  fund  of  the  particular 
township  to  which  it  had  been  distributed. 

TAXATION  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

We  come  now  to  consider  finally,  the  one  great  requisite  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  plan — taxation .  Each  of  the  other  parts  are  considered  essential,  yet 
they  are  but  machinery  to  work  this  result.  We  come  out  frankly  and 
boldly,  and  acknowledge  the  whole  system — every  effort,  is  intended  only 
as  a  means  of  allurement  to  draw  the  people  into  the  grasp  of  this  most 
awful  monster — a  school  tax. 

But  start  not  back  in  alarm.  After  all,  he  may  not  be  so  terrible  as 
some  have  perhaps  imagined.  Used  with  skill  and  judgment,  and  no  oth¬ 
er  power  can  accomplish  what  he  will;  no  other  can  work  such  changes 
in  your  common  schools,  and  it  is  in  vain  that  we  attempt  to  dispense 
with  his  services.  All  experience  throughout  the  Union  is  in  favor  of  his 
employment.  We  do  not,  however,  propose  coercing  any  to  employ  him 
who  prefer  to  let  him  alone.  All  we  ask  is,  to  give  those  permission  to 
use  him  who  are  so  inclined;  and  others,  when  they  witness  his  subordina¬ 
tion,  and  power  to  work  for  the  cause  of  education,  will  doubtless  desire 
themselves  to  try  his  services. 

Our  position  is,  that  taxation  for  the  support  of  schools  is  wise  and 
just, — that  it  is,  in  fact,  the  only  method  by  which  the  deficiency  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  expenses  of  popular  education,  beyond  that  supplied  by  the 
public  funds,  can  be  equalised  amongst  those  who  should  pay  it.  This 
wc  shall  endeavor  to  substantiate,  and  then  ask  of  your  honorable  bodies 
to  allow  such  townships  and  school  distiicts,  as  desire,  by  a  majority  of 
their  legal  voters,  to  adopt  this  method  of  sustaining  their  schools,  the 
privilege  of  doing  so. 
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SCHOOL  TAX  NECESSARY  AND  RIGHT. 

We  believe  our  former  position,  that  education  is  a  public  benefit,  and 
indispensable  to  the  welfare  of  the  State,  was  sustained.  It  wall  also  be 
granted,  that  parents  and  guardians  of  numerous  children  throughout  the 
State,  cannot  afford  them  the  means  of  education,  and  whatever  instruc¬ 
tion  they  may  receive,  must  be  paid  for  by  others.  That  the  State  appro¬ 
priation  is  sufficient,  no  one  will  contend.  The  total  amount  of  school, 
college  and  seminary  funds  on  the  1st  of  December,  according  to  the  Au¬ 
ditor’s  report,  was  $856,100  22,  on  which  the  State  pays  six  per  cent,  in¬ 
terest,  amounting  to  $51,366.  Suppose  there  arc  only  150,0o0  children 
in  the  State,  of  suitable  age  to  attend  school,  between  five  and  seventeen 
years  of  age,  it  would  give  a  little  more  than  34  cents  to  each  scholar; 
and  if  the  schools  average  forty  scholars,  there  would  be  thirteen  dollars 
and  sixty  cents  to  support  a  school  throughout  the  year!  Why,  it  will 
not  pay  incidental  expenses,  let  alone  the  building  and  repairing  of  the 
school  house  and  the  teacher’s  salary. 

TO  PAY  FOR  SCHOOLING  THE  POOR. 

And  will  it  be  contended  that  all  the  balance  shall  be  supplied  by  those 
sending  to  school?  In  this  event  poor  parents  must  keep  their  children 
at  home,  or  they  must  be  exempted  by  law,  and  payment  be  forced  from 
others  sending  to  school.  The  first,  it  is  the  effort  of  all  to  avoid,  and  the 
latter  is  most  inexpedient  and  unjust. 

We  acknowledge  there  is  a  private — individual — as  well  as  public  bene¬ 
fit  derived  from  education,  and  all  who  are  able  should,  therefore,  be 
made  to  pay  for  it.  But  the  expense  of  educating  all  the  poor  children; 
who  shall  pay  for  this?  A  large  portion  of  the  population  have  just  means 
sufficient  to  send  their  own  children  to  school;  and  because  they  desire 
to  educate  them  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  shall  they  be  ground  to  the 
dust  by  being  made  to  pay  for  the  instruction  of  their  neighbor’s  children? 
Many,  besides  needing  the  services  of  their  children  in  daily  labor,  know 
not  how  to  incur  the  expense  of  schooling;  shall  they  be  compelled  to 
keep  their  children  at  home  by  being  informed  if  they  send,  they  must 
not  only  foot  the  bill  for  their  own  children,  but  the  more  they  send,  the 
more  they  must  pay  for  others?  Manifestly  it  is  inexpedient. 

If  education  be  a  public  good,  and  there  are  those  who  must  be  educa¬ 
ted  at  the  expense  of  others,  the  expense  should  fall  where  it  belongs — 
upon  the  public.  It  is  wrong  to  make  a  portion  of  the  people,  no  more 
able  than  others,  pay  for  what  is  acknowledged  to  be  for  the  good  of  all. 
Education  is  no  exception  to  other  public  benefits.  It  inures,  to  be  sure, 
to  individual  advantage,  and  what  measure  of  general  utility  does  not? 
Then  let  the  expense  for  this,  as  for  other  public  objects,  fall  where  it  be¬ 
longs — upon  the  property  throughout  the  State.  Any  other  method  of 
compelling  support  is  unequal — most  unjust. 

TAX  TO  SUPPORT  THE  JUDICIARY  RIGHT - A  SCHOOL  TAX  RIGHT. 

This,  we  confesses  not  a  perfect  method  of  equalising  benefits  and  cost. 
Some  will  he  required  to  pay  as  much  or  more  than  others,  of  equal  means 
with  themselves,  and  yet  the  latter  derive  much  greater  advantages  from 
the  outlay.  For  instance,  there  are  two  neighbors  worth  $10,000  each, 
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one  having  half  a  dozen  children  and  the  other  a  bachelor;— it  is  claimed, 
to  be  unjust  to  make  the  latter  pay  equally  with  the  former  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  neighborhood  school.  But  let  us  put  another  illustration 
alongside:  one  of  those  men  has  half  a  dozen  important  law  suits  on 
hand;  the  other  never  had  a  litigated  case,  and  probably  never  will.  To 
the  former  a  well  established,  upright,  judiciary  is  of  the  highest  conse¬ 
quence,  and  he  should  pay  towards  its  support;  but  where  find  you  the 
right  to  tax  his  neighbor  for  it?  In  the  feet  that  it  is  necessary  for  the 
public  good  that  courts  should  be  established.  Cur  social  organization 
depends  upon  the  maintenance  of  justice — the  power  of  compelling  a 
man  to  do  right  to  his  neighbor.  If  one  man  may  wrong  his  neighbor 
with  impunity,  another  will,  and  soon  “might  makes  right.5’  There  is  an 
end  to  the  innumerable  benefits,  to  obtain  which  society  is  organized. 
Therefore,  you  tax  property  interested  prorata  to  cover  the  expense,  and 
no  one  doubts  its  expediency  or  justice. 

And  why  docs  not  the  same  principle  apply,  and  with  increased  force, 
to  school??  Is  not  education  equally  important  with  the  maintenance  of 
justice?  Where  get  you  your  justice  except  from  a  knowledge  of  men 
and  things,  of  right  and  wrong;  and  what  is  that  but  education?  Not 
only  is  education  the  foundation  stone  of  justice,  but  of  every  other  pil¬ 
lar  of  our  civil  and  religious  institutions;  and  while  one  or  more  pillars 
may  he  removed,  and  the  temple,  though  weakened  and  marred  in  its 
beauty,  still  stands;  yet  undermine  the  foundation  and  its  fall  is  inevitable. 
Nevertheless,  show  us  that  it  is  wrong  to  tax  a  man  for  the  support  of  the 
judiciary,  because  he  never  has  use  for  it,  and  we  will  acknowledge  it 
wrong  to  make  those  pay  for  education,  who  have  no  children  to  be  edu¬ 
cated.  Show  us  a  better,  more  equal  method,  of  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  judiciary,  than  an  assessment  of  property,  and  we  will  consent  to 
its  adoption  for  the  support  of  schools. 

FROTERTY  AFFECTED  BY  EDUCATION,  A  SCHOOL  TAX  THEREFORE  RIGHT. 


Wc  contend  further,  that  the  value  of  property  itself,  is  affected  by  the 
supply  or  deficiency  of  the  means  of  education,  and  therefore  it  is  right 
to  assess  it  to  meet  the  expense.  This  course  is  pursued  in  other  public 
measures,  and  why  should  schools  be  excepted?  To  construct  roads  and 
bridges,  prop)  rty  in  the  vicinity  is  assessed,  no  matter  who  is  the  owner, 
and  it  is  considered  equitable.  The  fact  of  the  owner’s  residing  a  thou¬ 
sand  miles  distant,  and  that  he  never  used  or  saw  the  improvement,  and 
probably  never  will,  has  no  influence.  The  public  need  the  improvements, 
and  they  are  of  advantage  to  his  property  and  therefore  he  should  pay 
for  them;  and  there  is  no  other  method  of  insuiing  it,  except  to  levy  a 
tax  A  fs'ow,  where  is  the  difference  between  roads  and  schools?  Surely 
the  public  need  them,  and  the  property  in  a  measure  depends  upon  the 
means  rtf  schooling  in  the  neighborhood.  Suppose  all  means  of  educa¬ 
tion  in  Illinois  were  abandoned;  who  would  live  here,  who  purchase  pro- 
pert}?  Of  all  our  highways  it  is  most  necessary  that  the  highways  of 
knowledge  be  kept  in  good  repair.  And  we  again  repeat,  there  is  no 
force  in  the  objection,  that  education  is  of  individual  advantage,  and  should 


*In  Illinois  a  different  system  prevails  at  present,  but  this  is  the  most  common  in  other 
States,  and  unquestionably  the  most  equitable. 
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be  paid  for  by  those  enjoying  it.  It  is  no  more  so  than  roads.  No  one 
asks  whether  a  person  uses  the  road  as  much  as  another  or  not.  That  is 
bis  privilege,  and  he  alone  is  to  blame  if  lie  neglects  it.  Pay  for  it  he 
must,  and  rightly  too,  according  to  the  value  of  his  property  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  same  rule  we  would  apply  to  schools. 

SCHOOL  TAX  JUST  TO  NON-RESIDENTS. 

There  is  no  class  upon  whom  a  tax  of  this  kind  would  press  so  heavily, 
or  who  could  so  reasonably  complain  if  it  were  unjust,  as  non  residents; 
and  being  as  a  class  so  shrewd,  so  wide  awake  to  their  own  interests,  if 
there  were  any  thing  wrong  in  it,  they  would  surely  discover  it.  One  of 
them,  the  Hon.  Chakj.es  VV.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  who  owns  a 
large  amount  of  land  about  the  State,  said  to  the  writer,  “put  on  your 
school  taxes.  There  is  no  expense  !  will  more  cheerfully  pay,  than  tax¬ 
es  for  the  support  of  education.”  Some  may  consider  Mr.  Rockwell  an 
extraordinary  man,  and  compared  with  a  resident  who  takes  an  opposite 
view,  he  is  indeed  a  prodigy  of  disinterestedness  ani  generosity.  But  he 
looks  at  the  matter  in  a  pecuniary  light  merely;  and  though  he  takes  a 
far-sighted,  statesman-like  view,  and  as  a  benevolent,  public  spirited  man 
delights  in  seeing  education  promoted  for  its  ever  increasing  benefits  to  indi¬ 
viduals;  yet  he,  like  any  other  man, expects  to  derive  personal  profit  from 
tax  paying,  and  for  the  dollars  and  cents  paid  for  a  school  tax,  he  expects 
indirectly  to  get  back  dollars  and  cents,  with  large  interest.  Neither  will 
he  be  disappointed.  And  any  man,  resident  or  non  resident,  who  grum¬ 
bles  at  paying  a  school  tax,  would  get  rid  of  any  other  tax  if  he  could. 
You  tax  to  construct  roads  and  bridges,  and  also  to  support  the  poor,  and 
you  stop  not  to  inquire  who  is  the  owner;  why  is  it  less  equitable  to  assess 
property  to  sustain  a  cause  of  such  paramount  importance  as  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  people.  Better  far  that  the  prairie  sloughs  should  be  left  un¬ 
worked,  that  the  poor  should  beg  from  door  to  door;  than  that  no  high¬ 
ways  of  knowledge  should  be  constructed — that  the  sloughs  of  ignorance 
should  be  left  unfilled,  and  the  children  become  pigmies  of  men  for  lack 
of  the  bread  of  knowledge. 

But  some  may  say,  there  is  no  law  against  a  man’s  paying  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  schools;  and  if  they  really  regard  education  as  so  important  and 
profitable,  and  withal,  are  so  liberal  minded;  why  don’t  they  give  now, 
without  waiting  to  have  it  compelled  by  law?  A  good  and  sufficient  rea* 
son  is,  they  have  no  guaranty  that  their  money  would  be  judiciously  ex¬ 
pended.  Did  they  know  the  owners  of  adjoining  property  paid  equally 
with  themselves  for  a  specific  object,  in  which  the  neighborhood  had  a 
vital  interest;  the}’  could  trust  to  those  whose  money  was  united  with  their 
own,  to  see  it  ail  employed  to  the  best  advantage  lor  the  attainment  of 
that  object;  for  however  carelessly  we  may  use  the  bounty  of  others,  we 
are  careful  of  what  is  acquired  by  our  own  exertions. 

IT  IS  JUST  TO  THE  AGED. 

There  is  still  another  class  upon  whom  it  is  urged  the  school  tax  will 
press  unequally — those  passed  the  meridian  ot  life,  who  have  reared  and 
educated  a  family,  and,  therefore,  should  not  he  taxed  to  educate  the  third 
generation.  They  surely  should  be  interested  in  the  education  of  their 
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grand-children,  and  if  they  have  wealth  to  bestow,  how  could  they  do  it 
better  than  in  giving  a  good  education.  But  there  is  no  real  force  in  the 
objection.  We  do  not  propose  to  tax  the  individual,  but  property.  Any 
one  having  no  property  will  pay  no  tax;  and  why,  in  the  name  of  com¬ 
mon  sense,  shall  you  single  out  the  cause  of  education  from  all  other  pub¬ 
lic  benefits,  to  exempt  a  man’s  property  for  paying  the  expense  of  its  sup¬ 
port?  Is  too  much  money  raised?  Is  it  squandered?  Property  does  and 
should  pay  for  sustaining  public  measures;  and  we  can  see  no  good  reason 
for  inquiring  as  to  who  the  owner  is,  and  what  his  circumstances,  in  col¬ 
lecting  a  school  tax,  that  applies  not  with  equal  force  to  any  other  tax. 

AN  ASSESSMENT  NECESSARY  TO  MAKE  ALL  PAY. 

Then  if  schools  affect  the  value  of  property,  besides  being  of  public 
utility,  and  it  is  right  to  compel  individuals  to  pay  for  their  support,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  property  in  the  State,  how  else,  except  by  an  assess¬ 
ment,  can  all  be  made  to  pay  their  just  proportion?  Men  of  large  property 
are  scattered  all  over  the  State,  who  will  pay  nothing  for  education,  not 
even  for  schooling  their  own  children,  and  there  is  no  more  justice  in  per¬ 
mitting  them  to  go  free  of  expense  for  schools,  anymore  than  for  the  sup¬ 
port  ot  government,  or  for  any  other  public  good.  And  how  do  those  op¬ 
posing  a  school  tax,  propose  they  shad  pay. — Why,  gratuitously.  Gratu¬ 
itously!  Why  don’t  you  trust  to  the  gratuity  of  such  generous  men  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  your  State  officers?  Why  are  laws  for  making  and 
repairing  roads  enacted  and  enforced?  All  we  ask  is  justice  in  behalf  of 
education;  and  surely  no  one  can  consider  ourdemands  unreasonable,  if  we 
require  only  what  is  accorded  to  other  public  interests  of  no  weightier 
importance*  When  all  taxation  is  abandoned,  then  will  the  friends  of 
education  cease  to  solicit  the  privilege  of  taxing  themselves  to  support 
their  schools;  and  far  distant  be  the  day  when  they  shall  fail,  and  cease 
to  importune  your  honorable  bodies,  to  grant  their  requests. 

NECESSARY  TO  MAKE  NON-RESIDENTS  PAY. 

But  if  every  citizen  of  Illinois  would  voluntarily  pay  his  proportion  ef 
the  expenses  of  popular  education,  still  it  would  be  the  wisest  policy  to 
raise  the  necessary  amount  by  a  tax,  deducting  the  income  of  our  school 
funds.  A  veiy  large  amount  of  land  is  owned  by  non-residents;  wrho  sel¬ 
dom  or  never  visit  us,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  wants  and  claims  of  the 
people  amongst  whom  they  have  property.  And  though  they  would  talk 
finely  of  the  glories  of  education,  and  promise  largely,  yet  they  are  . a  long 
way  off,  and  might  disappoint  our  hopes.  There  is  a  way  by  which  we 
can  make  sure  of  their  proportion;  and  as  it  will  cost  us  no  more,  except 
the.  expense  of  collection,  to  pay  our  part  by  a  tax,  than  by  voluntary 
donation;  and  as  we  have  seen  it  is  right  to  make  all  pay  according  to 
their  property,  let  us  adopt  that  method  which  will  compel  all  property 
holders  to  pay  equally. 

INFLUENCE  OF  A  TAX  UPON  THE  USE  OF  PUBLIC  MONEY. 

Again;  a  tax  should  be  levied  to  ensure  the  faithful  use  of  the  public 
money,  both  of  that  received  from  the  State  treasury,  and  the  revenue 
of  the  township  funds.  We  have  been  favored  with  most  munificent 
grants  from  the  General  Government,  and  are  bound  to  secure  their  cm- 
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ployment  in  promoting  the  objects  tor  which  they  were  granted.  In  truth, 
the  conveyances  are  but  deeds  of  trust  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  as  a 
State  our  honor  is  pledged  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  that  trust.  Permit 
us  to  say,  with  all  respect,  that  as  guardians  of  the  public  honor,  you  are 
not  only  bound  to  use  these  funds  for  educational  purposes,  but  to  employ 
them  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  to  do  all  acts  that  will  aid  in  mak¬ 
ing  them  more  useful,  or  ensure  their  more  faithful  employment  by  the 
people.  Less  could  not  be  expected  of  individuals,  less  should  not  satis¬ 
fy  us  as  a  State.  And  if  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  levying  a  tax 
would  operate  favorably  in  the  use  of  the  school  money,  does  not  the 
public  faith  stand  pledged  that  such  tax  shall  be  levied? 

In  some  States,  the  schools  are  wholly,  or  almost  wholly,  supported  by 
taxation;  and  in  nearly  every  State,  with  whose  system  we  are  acquain¬ 
ted,  where  legislative  appropriations  are  made  in  aid  of  common  schools, 
and  where  they  have  good,  efficient  systems,  the  people  are  required  to 
raise  a  greater  or  less  amount  by  a  tax,  and  the  avowed  object  is,  to  se¬ 
cure  the  judicious  use  of  the  public  money  by  having  it  united  with  that 
of  the  people.  They  act  upon  the  general  principle,  which  is  undoubted¬ 
ly  correct,  that  an  object  is  prized,  according  to  the  labor  bestowed  in  its 
acquisition.  In  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  where  they  are  abundant¬ 
ly  able  to  support  free  schools  without  a  school  tax,  they  require  one  to  be 
laid,  because  they  know  by  experience  it  is  necessary.  State  appropri¬ 
ations  are  there  made,  to  incite  the  people  to  exertion  on  their  part,  as 
well  as  to  help  them,  and  the  same  object  should  prevail  here.  These 
two  States  are  reputed  to  have  the  best  common  schools  of  any  in  the 
Union,  and  to  be  considerably  in  advance  of  Connecticut,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  her  immense  school  fund  of  more  than  two  millions,  which  supports 
free  schools  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  And  those  who  are  qualified  to 
judge,  attribute  the  difference  to  the  fact,  that  the  former  levy  taxes  and 
the  latter  docs  not.  Experience,  then,  is  in  favor  of  taxation,  and  we  err 
greatly  if  we  take  no  heed  to  that  experience.  We  know  that  in  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  our  State,  the  public  money  is  not  employed  to  the  best  advan¬ 
tage;  that  in  numerous  instances  it  has  been  grossly  squandered,  and  in 
others  not  used  for  school  purposes;  and  knowing  the  beneficial  effects  of 
taxation  elsewhere,  it  would  seem  the  least  we  can  do,  and  maintain  our 
plighted  faith  to  the  General  Government,  is  to  try  what  taxation  will  do 
here. 

SCHOOL  TAXATION  IN  OTHER  STATES. 

In  Maine,  each  town  is  required  to  raise  by  tax  forty  cents  for  each 
inhabitant,  or  to  “forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  twice  nor  more  than 
four  times  the  amount  of  such  failure  or  deficiency,  to  be  recovered  by 
indictment,  or  in  an  action  of  debt,  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  may  sue 
therefor.”  In  1838,  the  latest  report  we  find,  they  should  have  raised  by 
tax  $159,784,  and  actually  raised  $180,593. 

In  Massachusetts,  a  town  containing  fifty  families  is  required  to  main¬ 
tain  at  least  one  school  for  not  less  than  six  months;  one  hundred  families, 
not  less  than  twelve  months;  and  soon;  and  if  these  and  all  other  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  law  are  complied  with,  and  a  sum  equal  to  $1  25  for  each  per¬ 
son  between  four  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  has  been  raised  by  tax  to  pay 
only  for  fuel,  and  wages  and  board  of  teacher;  then  the  town  is  entitled 


26 


(122) 

to  receive  ffs  proportion  of  the  State  school  fund.  In  1843,  the  towns 
raised  by  taxation  §510,592. 

New  Hampshire  requires  the  selectmen  of  each  town  to  levy  an  annu¬ 
al  tax  upon  all  property,  equal  to  §1  57  on  the  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
used  44 for  the  sole  purpose  of  keeping  an  English  school  or  schools.” 

The  newly  elected,  and  popular  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  Governor 
Siiunk,  when  superintendent  of  schools  in  1839,  said  in  his  report  to  the 
Legislature,  44lhe  great  effective  principle  in  our  laws  on  this  subject,  is  an 
annual  State  appropriation  equal  to  one  dollar  to  each  taxable  inhabitant 
of  the  State,  to  be  paid  to  accepting  districts,  upon  the  condition  that  they 
levy  a  tax  equal  to  about  sixty-five  cents  upon  each  taxable  inhabitant  in 
their  respective  districts,  which  tax  they  are  authorized  to  increase  to 
treble  this  amount,  if  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  education.”  In 
1843,  the  State  paid  accepting  districts  $272,720;  and  they  raised  by  tax 
§419,920.  The  law  also  requires  non-accepting  districts  44to  raise  a  suffi¬ 
cient  sum  by  taxation,  to  educate  for  six  months  all  the  children  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  whose  parents  are  too  poor  to  pay  for  their  schooling.55 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  a  school  tax,  Gov.  Shank  says,  44the 
property  in  every  district  and  county  is  perpetually  changing  owners.  By 
the  happy  institutions  of  this  country,  where  no  artificial  contrivances  ex¬ 
ist  to  retain  estates  in  particular  families,  every  species  of  property  circu¬ 
lates  with  great  rapidity.  Under  these  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  in¬ 
justice,  if  only  a  short  term  of  years  is  taken  into  view,  in  promoting  the 
public  good,  by  making  the  general  property  liable  for  the  expenses  of 
general  education,  without  reference  as  to  who  may  be  the  owners.  Eve¬ 
ry  man  expects  to  acquire  himself,  or  hopes  that  his  descendants  will  ac¬ 
quire,  a  full  share  of  the  existing  property;  and  no  man,  however  large  his 
possessions,  who  reflects  by  the  light  of  experience,  expects  that  all  his 
descendants  will  be  equally  fortunate  with  himself;  hence  the  hopes  of 
the  one  and  the  fears  of  the  other,  present  the  strongest  motives  for  all 
who  love  their  offspring,  to  lay  the  deepest  and  most  durable  foundation, 
for  securing  to  them  a  sound  practical  education.” 

In  New  York,  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  each  town  is  required  to 
raise  by  a  tax,  a  sum  equal  to  that  received  from  the  State,  and  by  a 
vote  of  the  inhabitants  may  raise  twice  as  much,  besides  laying  a  tax  for 
building  or  repairing  school  houses.  Each  district  must  keep  at  least  one 
school  not  less  than  four  months. 

Ohio,  in  1843,  appropriated  §200,000  to  schools,  and  §99,814,  was 
raised  by  a  tax. 

The  Kentucky  school  law  provides  that  a  tax  shall  be  levied  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  each  district,  sufficient  with  the  money  received  from  the 
common  school  fund  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  school. 

Missouri  arid  Indiana  give  the  people  the  power  to  tax  themselves  for 
school  purposes,  and  Michigan  also.  The  policy  of  other  States  we  are  ig¬ 
norant  of. 

A  SCHOOL  TAX  EXPEDIENT  IN  ILLINOIS. 

However  imperfectly  the  arguments  may  have  been  presented,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  justice  and  propriety  of  a 
school  tax.  The  mere  statement  of  the  points  of  argument,  leaving  the 
filling  up  to  any  candid  mind,  must  lead  inevitably  to  this  conclusion,  j 
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And  the  long  continuance  of  this  method  for  supporting  schools  in  many 
States;  their  warm  commendations  of  it;  and  above  all,  the  excellence  of 
their  common  schools,  where  they  are  wholly  or  partially  supported  by  a 
tax;  speaks  to  us  in  its  favor  in  the  strong  language  of  experience. 
Their  remains,  then,  nothing  for  Illinois  to  do,  but  to  adopt  the  practice. 
If  a  school  tax  be  right  and  necessary,  it  would  seem  the  people  should  be 
required  to  raise  one,  and  the  legislature  should  trust  to  the  good  sense 
and  honesty  of  the  people  to  sustain  them  in  enforcing  it.  This,  we  ac¬ 
knowledge,  to  be  a  natural  and  correct  conclusion,  and  we  have  nothing 
to  say  by  way  of  apology  for  suggesting  a  different  course.  We  can 
only  express  regret,  that  the  principle  and  efficacy  of  a  school  tax  is  pro¬ 
bably  not  sufficiently  understood  by  the  people,  to  cause  them  to  acqui¬ 
esce  in  it  if  made  imperative. 

TO  BE  LEFT  TO  TOWNSHIPS  AND  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

Ends  may  be  gained  by  pursuasion  as  well  as  compulsion,  and  there 
need  be  no  compromise  of  principle  in  resorting  to  the  former  to  the  neg¬ 
lect  of  the  latter.  This  we  believe  to  be  an  instance  in  point.  Taxation 
is  so  irksome,  especially  in  view  of  an  increase  being  necessary  for  Stale 
purposes,  that  if  in  the  compulsory  form  it  were  engrafted  upon  the  new 
school  system,  the  whole  might  be  made  so  odious  to  the  people,  that  they 
would  require  its  repeal  before  they  had  had  sufficient  opportunity  to  test 
its  utility.  We  therefore  propose  that  authority  shall  be  given  to  each 
township  to  vote  at  its  annual  meeting  whether  a  school  tax  shall  be  levied 
and  how  much;  and  to  each  school  district  to  levy  a  tax  for  building  or 
repairing  a  school  house,  and  to  raise  a  greater  amount  to  pay  the  teacher’s 
salary  and  incidental  expenses,  should  more  be  necessary  than  the  amount 
received  from  the  township  fund  and  tax.  In  each  instance,  however, 
some  limitation  should  perhaps  be  provided.  Numerous  townships  and 
districts  will  at  once  resort  to  taxation,  and  others  will  speedily  follow 
their  example;  and  should  the  plan  of  official  organization  herein  recom¬ 
mended  be  adopted,  and  the  offices  be  suitably  filled,  it  will  prove  an 
effective  means  of  inducing  others  to  test  the  method,  who  otherwise 
would  not,  and  who  would  neglect  the  requirements  of  a  law  that  should 
enforce  a  school  tax.  lllinoians,  like  any  other  people  who  pride  them¬ 
selves  so  much  upon  their  independence,  may  be  led  along  step  by  step, 
and  may  be  persuaded  to  adopt  measures  which  could  not  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  upon  them. 

WILL  CALL  AN  ANNUAL  SCHOOL  MEETING. 

One  advantage  occurs  to  us  of  leaving  to  the  people  to  decide  for 
themselves  as  to  their  school  tax,  and  that  is,  it  will  bring  together  at  the 
annual  meeting  every  tax  payer  in  the  township.  This  question  will 
touch  them  in  their  tender  point — their  pockets;  and  all  will  go  to  protect 
them.  As  the  result,  once  each  year  there  will  be  a  regular  school  mee¬ 
ting  when  all  the  interests  of  education  will  natuiaHy  be  brought  forward 
and  discussed,  and  the  town  superintendent  and  others,  will  have  a  rare 
chance  to  urge  the  adoption  of  measures  necessary  to  the  improvement  of 
schools. 
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A  MAJORITY  VOTE  SHOULD  DECIDE. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  something  of  this  character  was 
introduced;  but  it  was  proposed  to  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  a  township  to  levy  a  school  tax.  We  do  most  earnestly  pray 
your  honorable  bodies,  to  let  the  decision  rest  with  a  majority  of  the 
voles  cast.  Why  should  there  be  any  fear  of  abuse  under  the  law?  Cer¬ 
tainly  there  is  no  danger  of  having  too  good  schools;  that  too  much  will 
be  paid  teachers;  or  that  money  will  be  squandered  by  those  who  them¬ 
selves  pay  it.  To  require  a  two-thirds  vote  looks  very  much  as  though 
one  or  all  of  these  results  were  to  be  feared;  and  even  should  the  event,  in 
an  occasional  instance,  prove  the  apprehension  to  have  been  well  grounded, 
is  it  not  probable  that  ten  townships  or  districts  would  suffer  from  lack  of 
means  to  support  their  schools,  where  one  would  suffer  from  a  super-abun¬ 
dance  that  had  been  raised  by  a  tax.  The  people  generally  are  not  so  fond 
of  paying  large  sums  for  school  purposes,  that  any  great  restraint  need  be 
cast  around  them.  In  other  public  measures,  it  is  considered  safe  to  trust  to 
a  majority  to  manage;  and  we  can  see  no  great  danger  in  education,  or  of 
its  too  rapid  promotion,  that  it  should  be  singled  out  to  be  used  with 
caution. 

Our  duties  as  the  committee  of  the  Peoria  convention  are  now  dis¬ 
charged  after  a  fashion;  and  since  commencing  the  preparation  of  the 
memorial,  we  have  regretted  more  than  ever,  that  it  had  not  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  abler  hands.  The  more  this  subject  of  common  school  instruc¬ 
tion  is  dwelt  upon,  the  more  transcendingly  important  does  it  appear. 
Never  can  more  be  done  for  it,  than  is  its  due — never  can  it  be  estimated 
above  its  worth;  and  it  is  a  source  of  the  highest  gratification  to  labor  for 
its  furtherance.  We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  in  this  place  our  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  the  ardent  friends  of  popular  education,  who  constitu¬ 
ted  the  Peoria  convention,  for  according  to  us  the  distinguished  honor  of 
laying  their  views  before  the  Legislature;  and  when  wre  remember  the 
superior  talents  of  many  other  members,  it  appears  remarkable — alto¬ 
gether  a  fortuitous  circumstance — that  we  should  have  been  selected. 
The  subject  is  committed  to  your  honorable  bodies  with  the  fullest  confi¬ 
dence  that  it  will  receive  at  your  hands  the  attention  it  merits; 
and  that  such  measures  will  be  adopted,  as  in  your  united  wisdom  will 
appear  best  calculated  to  promote  the  object  of  all  objects — the  educa¬ 
tion  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

While  we  rejoice  in  the  republican  motto,  “Let  the  people  rule,’’  shall 
we  ever  forget  that  intelligence  and  virtue  must  be  the  actuating  princi¬ 
ples  of  our  government?  What  but  these  constitute  the  base  of  the  en¬ 
tire  fabric  of  our  republican  institutions?  Let  our  voters  become  igno¬ 
rant,  and  how  long  before  this  glorious  temple  of  liberty,  the  pride  and 
rejoicing  of  all  in  the  whole  earth,  who  desire  the  moral  and  political  el¬ 
evation  of  our  race,  will  lie  prostrate  with  the  republics  of  the  old  world! 
How  long  before  the  monarchies  and  despotisms  of  Europe  will  exult, 
that  a  light,  increasing  in  its  brightness  till  it  already  begins  to  illumine 
tfie  dark  places  of  their  misrule,  is  extinguished  forever!  And  let  the  sol¬ 
emn  truth  in  thunder  tones  peal  abroad  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
our  State;  let  it  reverberate  till  every  man’s  ears  shall  tingle;  that  even 
now  one  seventeenth  part  of  our  population  over  twenty  years  of  age, 
can  neither  read  nor  write.  What  shall  be  done  to  stay  the  desolating 
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current  of  ignorance,  that  unopposed  will  augment  its  force  in  an  in¬ 
creasing  ratio  from  year  to  year,  till  it  shall  sweep  resistlessly  before  it, 
all  of  our  inestimable  social  blessings,  to  establish  which  have  cost  such 
treasures  of  energy  and  life.  And  let  it  come  home  to  us,  that  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  supplies  the  means — the  only  means — of  qualifying  'at  least 
nineteen-twentieths  of  the  children  of  our  State,  to  exercise  the  right  of 
suffrage;  that  this  is  the  means  the  only  means — by  which  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  men— yes,  and  the  wives  and  mothers  too — soon  to  be 
on  the  stage  of  action,  are  to  be  prepared  for  discharging  the  high  and 
responsible  duties  of  life. 

Our  object  is  “not  to  rear  a  small  number  of  individuals,  who  may  be  re¬ 
garded  as  prodigies  in  an  ignorant  and  admiring  age;  but  to  diffuse  as 
widely  as  possible  that  degree  of  cultivation,  which  may  enable  the  bulk 
of  the  people  to  possess  all  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of 
which  their  nature  is  susceptible.”  It  is  too  true  that  schooling  does  not 
always  accomplish  this;  that  men  do  not  become  educated  according  to 
their  attendance  upon  school.  Occasionally  wefind  one  who  signs  a  deed 
with  his  mark,  better  educated,  better  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
man  and  citizen  th  in  another  who  passed  all  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  at  the  school  house,  academy  or  college.  But  these  instances  are 
only  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  No  father,  worthy  of  the  name, 
would  desire  to  try  the  experiment  with  his  son.  The  mechanical  ope¬ 
rations  of  reading  and  writing,  and  instructions  in  elementary  brandies  of 
knowledge,  will  be  imparted  to  him  as  the  ground-work  of  future  use¬ 
fulness;  and  to  acquire  them,  thegreat  mass  must  resort  to  the  district 
school.  For  this  the  district  school  is  prized;  for  this  we  would,  as  far  as 
in  our  power,  compel  all  to  render  it  support  and  countenance.  We 
would,  if  possible,  have  no  school  too  good  for  the  child  of  humble  origin; 
none  too  poor  for  the  child  of  wealth  and  affluence.  Here  should  all 
factitious  distinctions  of  society  be  levelled  in  the  dust,  no  aristocracy 
should  here  hold  sway  but  that  of  intellect. 


“select  schools”  and  academies  to  be  discountenanced. 


And  here  permit  us  to  say  one  word  upon  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  discountenancing  the  erection  of  those  nurseries  of  pomposity  and  con¬ 
temptible  vanity, yclept  “select  schools”or  academies.  They  may  be  of  oc- 
,  casional  advantage  to  individuals,  but  they  are  a  positive  curse  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  such  a  population  as  exists  generally  in  Illinois.  They  absorb  the 
support  which  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  common 
school;  and  though  they  may  furnish  advantages,  better  in  some  respects 
than  the  ordinary  district  school,  yet  it  is  at  largely  increased  expense, 
so  that  only  the  more  wealthy  will  avail  themselves  of  it.  In  consequence, 
the  school  by  which  the  great  majority  are  to  be  educated,  is  left  to  eke. 
out  a  sickly  existence,  if  indeed  it  exist  at  all,  uncarcd  for  by  those  who 
have  time  and  means  to  bestow  in  its  support;  when  the  same  expense  and 
labor  given  to  it,  which  is  given  from  nothing  hut  foolish  vanity  to  the 
“select  school,”  would  make  the  former  nearly  or  quite  as  good  for  the 
children  of  the  wealthy,  besides  furnishing  the  same  means  of  education 
to  numbers  equally  as  worthy,  who  otherwise  could  not  have  good  in¬ 
struction. 

In  our  view,  it  is  very  questionable  whether  the  granting  of  charters  to 
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academies,  &c.,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  will  not  prove  a  serious  evil, 
by  retarding  improvement  in  common  schools.  Should  the  foregoing  sys¬ 
tem  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  and  receive  favor  at  the  hands  of  the 
people,  great  progress  will  have  been  made.  But  it  is  only  commencing 
the  onward  march  of  improvement.  These  will  be  succeeded  by  other 
efforts,  till  ultimately  we  shall  see  the  common  school  elevated  to  the  po¬ 
sition  it  is  worthy  of  occupying;  and  by  establishing  a  gradation  of  schools, 
supported  by  the  same  system,  open  alike  to  all  as  they  shall  progress 
in  their  studies,  the  highest  desires  for  instruction,  short  of  a  collegiate 
course  shall  be  satisfied;  and  from  the  elementary  to  the  higher  branches 
of  study,  the  child  of  the  cottage  and  of  the  palace,  shall  meet  on  terms 
of  perfect  equality,  except  as  one  excels  the  other  in  scholarship.  The 
plan  is  feasible,  and  in  time  must  be — will  be — accomplished. 

JOHN  S.  WRIGHT,  of  Cook. 

D.  J.  PINKNEY,  of  Ogle. 

H.  M.  WEAD,  of  Fulton. 


Chicago ,  28th  December,  1844. 
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COMMUNICATION 


FROM 

THE  GOVERNOR, 

Transmitting  a  letter  to  the  Senate  from  Baring ,  Brothers  Co.,  and 

Magniac ,  Jardine  Y  Co.,  of  London. 


JANUARY  2,  1845. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  600  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Executive  Department, 

Spring f. eld,  December  18,  1844. 

To  the  Senate  : 

I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  letter  from  Baring,  Broth¬ 
ers  &Co.,  and  Magniac,  Jardine  &  Co.,  of  London.  The  circular  letter 
therein  referred  to,  has  already  been  communicated  to  the  Senate  with 
the  report  of  Mr.  Ryan. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


London,  November  2,  1844. 

To  His  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford,  Governor  of  Illinois. 

Sir:  The  prominent  part  which  we  have  conjointly  taken  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  raise  a  subscription  of  $1,600,000  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal  will  justify  us  without  any  appearance  of  presump¬ 
tion  in  shortly  stating  to  your  Excellency  the  course  of  the  negotiation, 
and  its  present  condition.  The  European  holders  of  Illinois  bonds  had 
been  fully  aware  of  the  embarrassments,  in  which  from  a  variety  of 
causes  to  which  it  is  superfluous  to  allude,  the  finances  of  the  State  have 
been  placed  for  the  last  few  years,  and  of  the  impossibility  in  which  the 
citizens  of  Illinois  found  themselves,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  debt,  in 
comparison  with  the  population  and  resources  of  the  State,  and  the  in¬ 
complete  state  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement,  from  which  they 
anticipated  a  revenue,  to  meet  in  full  their  present  engagements. 

But  the  bond-holders  observed  at  the  same  time  with  satisfaction,  that 
neither  the  people  nor  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  sanctioned  the  idea  of 
denying  the  validity  of  the  claims  of  their  creditors,  or  of  adopting  the 
doctrine  of  repudiation  of  a  debt,  improvidently  perhaps,  but  legally  con¬ 
tracted,  and  in  which  many  who  had  confidence  in  the  honor  and  integ- 
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rity  of  Ill  inois,  had  invested  a  portion,  and  others  the  whole  of  their  for¬ 
tune.  The  creditors  waited,  therefore,  not  without  anxiety  and  suffering, 
but  in  reliance  on  the  honest  intentions  of  Illinois,  for  some  legislative 
act  on  the  part  of  the  State,  which  should  provide  for  a  portion  of  the 
current  interest,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  State,  with  the  promise 
and  prospect  of  a  future  increase  of  dividend,  so  as  ultimately  to  pay  all 
that  is  due. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1S43,  then  appeared  to  authorize  upon  the 
security  of  the  canal  and  canal  property  without  the  State  liability, 
a  loan  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal.  Had  this 
act  been  preceded  or  accompanied  by  an  enactment  lor  some  provision, 
however  small  at  present,  for  the  ini  crest  on  the  existing  State  debt,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  sufficient  means  would  have  been  raised  for  the  object  in 
view;  but  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  had  passed  over  in  silence,  the 
claims  of  the  present  creditors  ol  the  State,  was  a  most  serious  obstacle 
to  the  success  of  the  plan,  as  iar  as  co-operation  from  Europe  was  re¬ 
quired.  The  act  contained  also  various  legal  difficulties,  and  some  diffi¬ 
culties  of  detail  upon  which  opinions  of  authority  were  required  and 
taken  in  New  York,  but  for  the  entire  removal  of  which  further  legisla¬ 
tion  at  the  approaching  session  in  Illinois  would  seem  to  be  required. 
After  having  taken  the  best  legal  opinion  in  New  York,  as  to  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  and  validity  of  the  mortgage  of  the  canal  and  canal  property, 
for  the  security  of  a  loan  of  $1,6(30,900,  and  ascertained  that  the  propo¬ 
sal  was  agreeable  to  the  great  majority  of  the  canal  bondholders  in  the 
United  States,  the  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan,  visited  this 
country  in  the  spring  of  1843,  lor  the  purpose  of  completing  the  necessa¬ 
ry  subscription  here.  They  communicated  with  a  number  of  the  bond¬ 
holders,  and  found,  we  believe,  a  considerable  reluctance  to  advance  the 
money  required.  This  reluctance  proceeded  from  no  want  of  zeal  or 
ability  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  for  Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan 
possess  these  qualifications  in  an  eminent  degree,  but  from  circumstances 
over  which  they  could  have  no  control,  and  in  some  respects  independ¬ 
ent  of  the  position  of  Illinois.  A  general  distrust  of  the  State  securities 
of  the  United  States  existed  at  that  time,  arising  not  from  the  fact  that 
some  poorer  and  less  populous  States,  such  as  Illinois,  had  from  internal 
distress  and  want  of  rr  cans,  ceased  to  pay  the  interest  on  thcii  debts-  but 
from  the  public  authority  given  to  the  doctrine  of  repudiation  of  State 
obligations  in  se  me  few  States,  and  the  conduct  of  other  richer  States, 
such  as  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  who  with  ample  means  at  their 
command  had  failed  to  provide  lor  the  annual  dividends  of  their  funds. 

The  proposal  was  only  addressed  with  hop^sof  success  to  the  holders 
of  the  canal  bonds.  The  rate  of  interest  proposed,  and  the  mode  of  its 
payment  were  not  of  a  character  to  offer  inducements  to  others  to  invest 
their  money  in  the  operation.  Other  State  securities  of  undoubted  solid¬ 
ity,  and  on  which  the  interest  had  been  regularly  paid,  might  be  had  at 
prices  which  would  yield  more  than  6  per  cent.,  whilst  the  Illinois  pro¬ 
posal  only  offered  6  per  cent,  interest,  and  that  interest  not  to  be  paid 
for  some  time  to  come.  The  advantages  offered  to  the  holders  of  the 
State  improvement  bonds,  were  of  too  distant  a  nature  to  be  much  re¬ 
lied  on  for  subscriptions  from  that  class  of  individuals. 
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The  cana]  bonds  of  the  State  are  placed  in  a  manner  unfavorable  for 
the  completion  of  the  subscription.  Beyond  the  natural  repugnance 
which  may  be  supposed  to  prevail  against  further  investments  in  Illinois 
securities,  we  regret  to  say  that  some  of  the  holders  of  these  bonds  are 
too  poor,  from  the  general  depreciation  of  American  securities,  in  which 
their  fortunes  have  been  placed,  to  afford  a  further  outlay  even  with  the 
prospect  of  improving  hereafter  their  present  condition.  More  of  the 
stock  has  passed  after  the  decease  of  the  original  proprietors  under  the 
care  of  trustees,  who  with  power  to  sell  have  no  legal  authority  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  an  augmentation  of  the  investment  by  contribution  of  money ;  but 
alar  greater  amount  of  these  canal  bonds  to  the  extent  of  above  $1,000,000, 
is  locked  up  as  security  for  loans  made  here,  and  in  Amsterdam  for  account 
of  the  U.  S.  Bank,  and  with  regard  to  which  Messrs.  Rothschild  and 
Messrs.  Hope,  can  only  act  as  the  holders  of  the  deposites,  without  power 
to  subscribe  one  dollar  for  account  of  the  parties  at  present  interested  in 
those  securities. 


We  felt  these  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  subscription  to  the  extent 
contemplated  to  be  almost  insuperable,  and  stated  our  fears  and  doubts  to 
Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan,  but  at  their  repeated  request  and  assurance, 
that  without  our  co-operation,  their  efforts  would  be  fruitless,  we  consent¬ 
ed  to  biing  the  proposal  before  the  bond  holders  and  the  public.  We 
were  actuated  in  so  doing  by  a  sincere  conviction  that  the  completion  of 
the  canal  would  be  a  vast  benefit  to  Illinois;  that  the  State  had  failed  to 
pay  the  dividends  on  her  debt,  not  from  any  doubt  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
claims  for  interest,  or  from  any  wish  to  evade  or  deny  such  claims,  but 
from  the  total  inadequacy  of  her  present  means  and  resources;  that  the 
State  would  be  ready  to  the  best  of  her  ability  to  meet  those  claims;  that 
the  revenue  from  the  canal  would  greatly  increase  these  resources,  both 
dii  •ectly  and  indirectly;  and  that  after  the  extinction  of  the  canal  debt, 
the  possession  of  the  canal  would  by  its  reversion  to  the  State,  and  by  its 
proceeds  relieve  her  inhabitants  in  general  from  burdens  to  which,  by 
justice  and  by  necessity  they  might  till  then  be  exposed.  We  regarded 
the  great  work  of  the  canal  as  a  permanent  benefit  to  Illinois,  and  the 
whole  of  her  citizens  without  distinction  of  local  or  sectional  interests, 
and  that  the  Legislature  viewed  it  in  the  same  light  is  clear,  from  the 
fact  that  no  authority  is  given  by  the  act  of  1843,  to  sell  the  canal  even 
for  the  extinction  of  the  canal  debt,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  five  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  of  canal  bonds.  The  State  evidently  looks  to  ulterior 
advantage  by  receipt  of  tolls,  when  the  canal  debt  shall  have  been  can¬ 
celled,  and  the  possession  of  the  cana!  shall  have  reverted  to  the  State, 
and  these  advantages  all  the  citizens  of  Illinois  will  share  in  common. 
The  State  therefore  wisely  refrained  from  authorizing  the  sale  or  perma¬ 
nent  transfer  of  the  canal,  even  for  the  immediate  extinction  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  canal  debt;  although  had  the  object  been  merely  the  diminution  of 
the  State  debt  by  abandoning  the  public  works,  for  which  that  debt  had 
been  created,  and  for  which  the  money  had  been  expended,  a  sale  of  the 
canai  and  canal  property  payable  in  canal  bonds,  would  have  been  the 
most  simple  and  natural  course.  We  were  also  fully  convinced  that  the 
loan  of  the  sum  required  would  be  the  wisest  and  best  course  for  the  canal 
bond-holders,  as  the  security  appeared  to  us  satisfactory,  and  the  addition- 
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al  outlay  would  render  the  previous  expenditure  productive,  and  afford 
the  prospect  of  an  earlier  repayment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
debt,  than  could  otherwise  under  existing  circumstances  be  anticipated. 
But  it  could  not  be  expected  that  our  mere  opinion,  or  even  the  statement 
of  the  Commissioners,  in  which  we  placed  full  confidence,  would  be  suffi¬ 
cient  without  some  corroboration  to  surmount  the  difficulties  which  we 
have  enumerated,  and  we  felt  the  necessity  of  being  prepared  to  meet  all 
objections. 

One  great  objection  was,  whether  after  the  apparent  oblivion  of  a 
State  debt  legally  and  constitutionally  created,  any  reliance  could  be 
placed  on  a  contract  with  Illinois,  with  regard  to  which  some  legal  doubts 
had  existed,  and  whether  the  State  might  not  fail  to  observe  her  engage¬ 
ments  with  regard  to  the  canal  property  in  the  same  way  in  which  she 
had  neglected  her  previous  engagements  towards  her  creditors.  To  you, 
sir,  who  are  fully  aware  to  what  an  extent  any  breach  of  public  faith 
shakes  general  confidence  in  all  dealings  with  a  government  which  has 
exposed  itself  to  such  a  reproach,  and  affects  even  prejudicially  transac¬ 
tions  with  individuals  connected  with  the  country  where  it  has  occurred, 
the  doubts  to  which  we  allude,  however  unfounded,  will  not  appear  ex¬ 
traordinary,  nor  will  your  Excellency  be  offended  by  our  statement  of 
their  existence.  We,  who  arc  convinced  that  the  necessities,  and  not 
the  will  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  have  been  the  cause  of  the  suspension 
of  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt,  felt  that  the  first  step  in  order 
to  give  the  subscription  any  chance  of  success  was  to  shew  how  unfound- 
ed  was  such  a  suspicion,  when  it  involved  the  government  and  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Illinois,  and  as  the  Legislature  would  not  meet  until  the  autumn 
of  the  present  year,  it.  was  proposed  as  a  preliminary  arrangement  that 
your  Excellency  should  engage  in  your  next  message  to  urge  the  necessi¬ 
ty  of  making  provision,  (if  need  be)  by  taxation  for  payment  of  the  future 
interest  on  the  debt  to  such  extent  as  the  means  of  the  8tate  would  al¬ 
low.  Such  a  recommendation  so  consistent  with  the  common  rules  of 
justice,  good  policy,  and  public  credit  we  were  assured  would  be  in  com¬ 
plete  accordance  with  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  your  Excellency,  and 
your  prompt  consent  to  the  proposal  was  accepted  by  us  as  an  earnest  of  the 
future  conduct  of  the  Legislature.  There  were  vaiious  other  points  on 
which  explanation  and  proofs  were  required,  with  which  we  will  not 
now  trouble  your  Excellency,  as  you  are  no  doubt  already  acquainted 
with  them,  and  they  are  fully  detailed  in  the  accompanying  circular  of 
Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan,  of  September  1843,  and  the  engagement  of 

various  bond-holders  here.  Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  theallu- 

*/ 

sion  to  the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  the  interest  on  the  State  debt 
was  made  with  the  complete  concurrence  of  the  above  mentioned  Com¬ 
missioners,  who  say  in  their  circular,  u  We  are  ready,  however,  to  rest 
the  lull  adoption  of  our  plan  upon  the  satisfaction  of  the  creditors 
with  the  future  efforts  of  our  fellow  citizens  to  meet  their  engagements 
here.” 

Time  wras  evidently  necessary  to  obtain  the  replies  required  to  the 
various  questions  contained  in  the  enclosed  circular,  and  the  personal 
observation  of  competent  agents.  We  requested  Messrs.  Abbott  Law, 
rence,  W.  Sturgis,  and  T.  W.  Ward  of  Boston,  as  parties  unconnected 


with  Illinois  stock  or  speculations  to  select  the  agents,  and  they  chose  the 
Hon.  John  Davis  and  Capf.  Swift,  whose  characters,  we  believe  in  lino 
United  States,  as  much  as  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  they  discharged 
the  duties  imposed  upon  them,  fully  justified  the  choice,  and  answered 
our  expectations  and  wishes  by  the  mass  of  information  which  their  re¬ 
port  afforded,  and  the  generally  satisfactory  tenor  of  their  answers  on 
the  important  matters  submitted  to  their  consideration.  On  the  receipt 
of  their  report,  wc  wrote  to  Mr.  Davis  to  visit  this  country,  in  order  to 
afford  to  ourselves  and  the  bond-holders  the  further  explanations*  which 
the  great  work  in  contemplation  required,  and  his  stay  here  was  of  much 
use,  from  the  uniform  testimony  which  lie  bore  to  the  vast  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and  to  the  undoubted 
benefit  which  would  accrue  to  the  bond-holders  themselves,  from  the  loan 
of  $1,600,000,  for  that  purpose.  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  with 
regard  to  this  negotiation,  the  patty  politics  oi  the  citizens  of  Illinois 
never  entered  into  his  or  our  consideration.  Our  sole  object  is  to  do 
what  is  best  for  the  State  and  tor  the  bond-holders. 

We  opened  the  subscription  anew  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  and  the 
delay  from  the  time  when  it  first  came  under  our  consioe ration,  although 
vexatious,  was  necessary  under  the  circumstances,  and  beneficial  so  far 
as  it  gave  time  for  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  previous  distrust  of  the 
public  securities  of  the  United  States, ?  and  for  the  good  impression  which 
the  tax  bill  of  Pennsylvania  produced  here  on  public  feeling.  The 
amount  subscribed  is  now  larger  than  it  was  in  1843,  when  the  first  sub¬ 
scription  was  made,  but  we  regret  to  say  that  from  the  difficulties  which 
we  have  already  so  fully  enumerated,  it  is  not  as  yet  to  so  great  an  ex¬ 
tent  as  in  conjunction  with  the  subscription  in  the  United  States  to  com¬ 
plete  the  sum  of  $1,600,000.  The  subscription  here  is  on  $*’2,000,000 
stock,  making  at  32  per  cent,,  $640,000,  of  which  12  1*2  per  cent,  being 
$256,000,  are  already  paid  into  our  hands.  We  understand  that  32  per 
cent,  have  been  subscribed  in  the  United  8taf.es,  on  $1,200,000,  making 
>,  leaving  in  round  numbers  $576,000,  still  to  be  raised. 


The  subs 


m 


e  have  consented  to  continue  their  liability 
until  the  dose  of  the  approaching  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois, 
and  in  communicating  the  amount  subscribed  here  we  have  expressed  to 
our  friends  in  the  United  States,  our  anxious  hope  that  the  subscription 
may  be  filled  on  their  side. 

We  enclose  a  copy  of  our  circular  of  25th  of  June  last,  which  will 
shew  to  your  Excellency  the  terms  on  which  the  subscription  was  made, 
and  in  which  the  only  alterations  of  any  moment  from  the  proposals  of 
the  autumn  of  1843,  are,  that  as  the  Legislature  was  on  the  eve  of  assem¬ 
bling,  the  condition  that  it  should. take  steps  to  provide  for  the  payment, 
according  to  the  ability  of  the  State,  of  some  interest  on  her  debt,  was 
substituted  in  lieu  of  the  one  that  you  should  urge  such  a  measure  fur  its 
adoption.  On  the  other  hand,  in  that  ease,  the  subscribers  are  bound  for 
32  per  cent,  on  their  stock,  in  lieu  of  1*2  12  percent.,  to  which  their  lia¬ 
bility  was  previously  limited. 

On  the  subject  of  the  terms  of  the  subscrip’ ion,  as  the  conductor  the 
subscribers  has  been  misrepresented,  we  wish  to  add  a  few  words  for  the 
information  of  your  Excellency,  and  the  people  of  Illinois.  Those  who 
had  subscribed  in  1843,  were  bound  to  their  subscription  of  12  1-2  per 
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cent,  only,  if  the  subscription  was  filled,  and  the  canal  property  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  trustees.  These  two  conditions  from  the  limited  amount 
subscribed  could  unfortunately  not  be  complied  with,  and  there  would 
have  been  no  breach  of  promise  or  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  sub¬ 
scribers,  if  the  whole  negotiation  had  been  dropped;  but  in  reality 
the  amount  of  subscriptions  here  has  been  subsequently  increased.  It 
has  been  said  that  it  was  a  presumption  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers, 
and  an  insult  to  Illinois  to  stipulate  for  any  provision  for  a  commencement 
of  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  State  debt.  It  might  have  been  pre¬ 
sumption,  if  at  this  distance,  and  in  their  state  of  comparative  ignorance 
of  the  present  ability  and  resources  of  the  State,  they  had  dictated  the 
annual  amount  which  Illinois  was  to  pay,  or  declared  that  they  would 
only  be  satisfied  with  the  immediate  acquital  of  all  that  is  due  to  them; 
hut  it  is  a  proof  of  confidence,  and  not  an  insult  to  leave  to  the  knowl¬ 
edge,  the  calm  consideration ,  and  the  honorable  principles  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Legislature  to  proportion  the  means  at  their  command  with 
the  claims  of  justice,  and  whilst  they  do  not  attempt  what  they  cannot 
regularly  perform,  to  do  all  they  can,  without  arresting  industry,  enter- 
prize,  and  immigration  in  the  State,  to  relieve  the  public  creditors  from 
distress  and  the  reputation  of  Illinois  from  reproach. 

It  would  indeed  be  an  insult  to  the  citizens  of  Illinois,  to  suppose  that 
these  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  subscribers  are  not  in  accordance  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  said  that  if  taxation  must  be  resorted  to,  to  pay  any  interest  of 
the  State  debt,  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  one  section  of  the  State  alone 
to  ensure  the  completion  of  the  canal  and  improvement  of  the  north  of 
Illinois.  Uninfluenced  by  local  feelings  we  cannot  subscribe  to  the  jus¬ 
tice  of  this  objection  It  appears  to  us  that  for  the  whole  debt  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  the  whole  of  Illinois,  the  government,  her  inhabitants,  her  land, 
and  her  property  are  bound;  that  from  the  sense  of  Illinois,  of  what  is 
due  to  herself  as  well  as  to  her  creditors,  it  must  and  will,  sooner  or  later 
be  paid;  that  if  the  canal  debt  were  extinguished,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north  would  equally  with  the  south  be  hound  to  provide  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  debt;  that  the  revenue  to  be  hereafter  derived  horn  the  tolls  of  the 
canal  will  go  into  the  common  treasury,  that  the  existing  state  of  discred¬ 
it  is  a  common  injury  to  all  interests  in  the  State,  that  to  the  re  establish¬ 
ment  of  credit  all  must  look  for  the  future  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  State,  that  public  credit  is  public  wealth,  and  that  taxation,  if  ne¬ 
cessary  to  uphold  national  honor  must  fall  on  all;  but  whilst  the  contri¬ 
bution  for  such  a  purpose  is  a  duty,  it  becomes  from  its  effect  on  the  honor 
and  general  prosperity  of  the  State  individually,  and  ultimately  a  source 
of  benefit  to  all  parts  and  all  individuals  of  the  community. 

We  have  now,  sir,  stated  to  your  Excellency  the  present  state  of  the 
subscription,  and  the  motiv3s  which  actuated  us  in  undertaking  it.  We, 
and  the  subscribers,  and  the  bond-holders' at  large,  await  with  much  anxie¬ 
ty  the  results  of  the  approaching  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  blows 
which  some  of  the  more  wealthy  States  have  inflicted  upon  American 
credit,  have,  indeed,  besides  the  suspension  of  interest  on  her  own  debt, 
injured  Illinois:  a  return  to  regularity  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  will  benefit  her,  but  it  is  mainly  to  her  own  efforts,  her  own 
conduct,  and  the  acts  of  her  approaching  Legislature,  that  she  must  look 
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to  extricate  herself  from  her  present  difficulties.  We  are  convinced  that 
if  the  Legislature  were  to  attempt  to  finish  the  canal  by  breaking  a 
solemn  contract,  and  alienating  from  the  canal  bond-holders,  without  just 
and  honorable  consideration  of  their  prior  claims,  the  property  which 
has  been  mortgaged  to  them  as  collateral  security  for  the  debt,  the  only 
result  would  be  the  disgrace  of  Illinois;  but  as  she  has  hitherto  repudia¬ 
ted  no  engagement,  and  from  our  respect  for  the  citizens  of  your  rising 
State,  and  our  acquaintance  with  the  sentiments  and  professions  of  your 
Excellency,  we  rely  upon  the  adoption  by  the  Legislature,  of  a  system 
which,  without  pressing  too  heavily  on  the  present  inhabitants  of  the 
State,  will  yet  remove  from  her  the  stigma  of  total  neglect  of  her  en¬ 
gagements,  and  apathy  as  to  her  credit,  and  evince  a  desire  to  the  utmost 
of  her  ability  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  honor  and  the  just  claims  of  her 
creditors.  Such  a  course,  by  increasing  confidence  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  European  the  just  and  honorable  policy  of  Illinois,  will  be 
the  best  calculated,  not  only  to  fill  the  present  subscription  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  but  by  establishing  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  similar  investments  to  draw  that  capital  into  the  State  which  is 
only  wanting,  with  time,  to  make  it  one  of  the  richest  and  most  prosper¬ 
ous,  as  it  is  at  present  by  nature,  one  of  the  most  favored  portions  of  the 
globe. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very 

respectfully,  Sir,  your  Excellency’s 

obedient,  humble  servants, 

BARING,  BROTHERS  &  Co., 
MAGNIAC,  JARDINE  &  Co. 


*  .  *  f,  .  . 
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Illinois 

L^gts. 


SENATE. 


14  th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


VACANCIES  IN  SUPREME  COURT. 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  5,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  message  from  the 
Governor,  announcing  certain  vacancies  on  the  Supreme  Bench: 

MESSAGE: 

Executive  Department,  ) 

Springfield,  December  5,  1844.  3 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  three  vacancies  have 
occurred  in  the  office  of  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court;  one  by 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Robinson;  one  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglass;  and  another  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
James  Semple;  which  vacancies,  have  been  filled  by  temporary  appoint¬ 
ments,  to  expire  at  the  close  of  this  session  of  the  Genera]  Assembly. 

THOMAS  FORD. 
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Illinois  £  SENATE. 

Legis.  J 


J 

CITY  OF  NAUVOO, 

1 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  16,  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Dougherty,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the 

following: 

REPORT: 

» 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for 
44 An  act  to  repeal  the  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Nauvoo,”  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  this  bill  to  re¬ 
peal  the  charter  of  the  said  city  of  Nauvoo,  was  introduced  into  the  Sen¬ 
ate  unaccompanied  by  a  petition  praying  for  its  repeal,  and  under  ordina¬ 
ry  circumstances  your  committee  would  feel  it  their  duty  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  a  bill  to  repeal  a  charter  granted  to  the  citizens  of  this  State 
unaccompanied  by  a  petition  praying  a  repeal.  The  act  incorporating 
the  city  of  Nauvoo,  being  a  public  act,  and  creating,  as  it  does,  a  munici¬ 
pal  incorporation,  your  committee  has  no  hesitation  in  arriving  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  it  is  legitimately  within  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  re¬ 
peal  the  same,  but  they  readily  admit,  and  feel,  that  that  power  should 
in  all  cases  be  exercised  with  great  caution.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  to  guard  the  interests  of  all  the  people  legislated  for  against  abuse. 
But  when  rights  and  privileges  in  a  community  like  ours  is  used  to  the 
injury  ol  the  citizens  of  that  community,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Le¬ 
gislature  to  apply  the  corrective  and  stop  the  abuse,  and  thereby  prevent 
the  injuries  consequent  to,  and  resulting  from  such'  abuse,  however  pain¬ 
ful  the  duty  may  be  thus  to  interfere.  But  the  history  of  the  times  fur¬ 
nishes  your  committee  with  abundance  of  evidence  of  not  only  flagrant, 
abuses  of  the  powers  conferred  by  said  act  on  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  and 
those  oft  repeated,  hut  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  con¬ 
tinue  those  abuses  in  defiance  of  all  law,  and  with  an  utter  disregard  of 
the  rights  of  their  fellow  citizens.  Those  abuses  of  their  chartered 
privileges  not  only  furnish  cause  for  uneasiness  among  their  neighbors, 
but  also  the  theme  of  public  animadversion  at  home  and  abroad.  By  re¬ 
ference  to  the  act  incorporating  said  city  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proviso 
to  the  17th  section  of  said  act  conferred  upon  the  Municipal  Court  of 
said  city  the  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus ,  when  persons  were 
confined  in  jail  under  ordinances  of  the  city  Council,  and  under  color  of 
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this  provision  of  their  charter  we  find  them  issuing  writs  of  habeas  cor - 
pus  to  set  the  prophet,  as  they  called  him,  Joseph  Smith  at  liberty,  upon 
a  requisition  made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri;  destroying 
a  printing  mess  within  their  own  city,  pretending  that  the  same  was  a 
nuisance;  they  have  set  at  defiance  the  officers  of  justice  authorized  and 
required  by  law  to  execute  process  upon  their  citizens.  And  have,  by 
their  many  and  flagrant  abuses  of  their  incorporation,,  kindled  the  flames 
of  civil  war  within  our  hitherto  peaceful  and  happy  State,  professing,  as 
they  do,  the  Mahometan  faith  under  a  name  but  little  vaiied  from  the 
original,  the  tendency  of  which  strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  our 
society. 

Me  would  be  remiss  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  to  the  people, 
were  we  not  to  withdraw  from  them  all  pretence  in  future  to  re-enact 
again  those  deeds  so  recently  the  cause  of  just  alarm  to  our  citizens 
throughout  the  State.  By  the  act  herewith  reported  provision  is  made 
for  winding  up  the  concerns  of  the  incorporation,  believed  to  be  ade¬ 
quate,  and  should  the  citizens  find  it  necessary  i o  be  incorporated,  it 
is  bedeved  that  the  provisions  of  the  general  law  enabling  towns  to  be¬ 
come  incorporated  will  be  found  altogether  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes 
of  peaceful  and  well  disposed  citizens  of  this  State. 


Illinois)  SENATE.  \  14th  Assem. 

Legis.  £  '  /  1st  Session. 


appraisement  of  state  property. 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  16,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  report  from  the  Audi¬ 
tor  of  Public  Accounts: 

REPORT: 

Auditor's  Office,  December  16,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable , 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate , 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honorable,  the  Senate,  direc¬ 
ting  the  Auditor  to  report  a  full  statement  of  all  the  property,  real,  per¬ 
sonal  and  mixed,  which  the  Governor  had  appraised  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  oi  “An  act  to  provide  for  t lie  sale  of  the  public  property, 
and  the  payment  of  the  State  debt,”  approved  March  4,  1843,  together 
with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  said  property  sold,  and  the  kind  of 
pay,  whether  in  State  indebtedness  or  otherwise. 

Also,  if  in  his  power  to  report  the  cost  to  the  State  attending  the  car¬ 
rying  the  above  named  act  into  affect. 

Also,  at  what  point  or  points  in  the  State,  the  unsold  property,  if  any, 
may  be  found. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statements  and  accompanying 
tables. 

In  answer  to  the  last  enquiry  I  have  the  honor  to  stale  that  none  of 
the  State  property  has  been  sold  that  appears  from  the  books  of  this  office 
except  lands  selected  under  the  internal  improvement  system,  and  the  act 
of  Goneness  making  a  donation  of  lands  to  the  Stale. 

In  relation  to  the  expenses  of  carrying  the  act  into  effect,  authorizing 
the  sale  of  the  public  properly,  permit  me  most  respectfully  to  call  your 
attention  to  my  general  report,  made  on  the  5th  last.,  to  your  honorable 
body. 

As  to  the  kind  of  pay,  received  for  the  State  lands,  I  refer  you  to  the 
same  source  for  an  answer  to  the  enquiry,  and  would  add  that  nothing 
but  State  indebtedness  has  been  received  in  payment  of  those  lands. 

One  of  the  accompanying  tables  will  show  what  tracts  have  been  sold, 
to  whom  and  when,  and  for  what  amount. 

The  Governor  adopted  the  appraisement  of  the  State  lands  made  by 
the  commissioners,  who  selected  them,  except  in  some  instances,  where 
he  directed  a  second  appraisement  inconsequence  of  the  lands  posses- 
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sing  a  superior  value  on  account  of  some  local  advantage,  as  in  the  case 
of  mill  seats  on  the  Iroquois  river. 

The  other  property,  whose  appraisement  you  will  find  in  the  accompa¬ 
nying  tables,  was  valued  under  the  authority  of  his  Excellency  the  Gov¬ 
ernor. 

As  to  “where”  the  unsold  property  lies  in  the  State,  will  be  readily  as¬ 
certained  by  reference  to  the  above  mentioned  tables. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  faithfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

,W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor. 


A  Ust  of  property  valued  by  agents  appointed  by  the  Governor ,  under  kiAn 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  sale  oj  public  property ,  and 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt approved  March  4,  1843. 


Description  of  property. 


Lands  on  Central  railroad  valued  by  E. 

Adams  and  J.  M.  Kelley,  - 
House  and  lot  in  Jonesboro’,  valued  by 
the  same  persons,  - 
Lands  lying  in  Shelby  and  Coles  coun¬ 
ties,  valued  by  W.  Williamson,  - 
Lands  lying  in  the  Danville  district,  val¬ 
ued  by  D.  Markley,  agent, 

Lands  selected  by  D.  Markley  in  the 
Danville  district,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
Congress,  approved  March  19,  1842,  - 
Depots,  buildings,  materials,  work  done, 
and  right  of  way  on  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad,  from  Springfield  to  the 
Illinois  river,  valued  by  E.  Adams  and 

F.  Doyle, . 

Lands  in  the  Danville  district, 

Land,;  in  the  Dixon  district,  - 
Lands  in  the  Chicago  district. 

Lands  in  the  Chicago  district,  not  val¬ 
ued,  ------ 

Total  number  of  acres  valued, 

Total  acres,-  - 

Total  amount  sold,  -  -  - 

IK  * 

Remaining  unsold,  - 


Acres. 

Value. 

16,538  00 

$131,560  00 

3,000  00 

11,658  05 

27,510  50 

3,760  00 

33,200  00 

2,496  11 

11,920  52 

234,515  50 

39,744  19 

133,453  12 

78,189  73 

451,583  05 

96,144  70 

357,161  17 

5,463  24 

218,530  78 

$1,363, 90S  86 

253,994  02 

19,938  19 

73,199  15 

•234,055  S3 

$1,290,709  71 
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Same  List— Continued. 


Description. 


Value. 


1  lot  of  ground  in  Mt.  Carmel, 

1  do  do  Danville, 

Part  lot  4,  block  3,  in  Quincy, 

Carmi  Mills,  ------ 

New  Haven  Mills,  - 
7  acres  of  land  on  Rock  river, 

1  lot  at  Jacksonville,  - 

Amount,  - 

Lands  and  lots  which  have  not  been  valued. 

10  acres  of  land  in  Cairo  city. 

I  do  do  Equality. 

Lots  No.  1175,  1176,  and  1178  in  Shawneetown, 
I  of  out  lot,  No.  272  at  do 

1  lot  of  ground  at  Paris. 

Lots  in  Jacksonville,  ^ 

‘4  Mcredosia, 

44  New  Berlin,  ^Donated. 

‘4  Springfield, 

44  Decatur,  J 


$45  00 
250  00 
250  00 
15,000  00 
15,000  00 
15,000  00 
1,000  00 


$46,545  00 
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A  LIST  of  Lands  sold ,  to  whom  sold ,  and,  for  what  amount. 


Date  of 
sale. 

Names  of  Purchasers 

1844. 

Wm  Clark 

April  1. 

Jno  Ward 

sc 

Thos  Scallon 

sc 

E  W  Herrick 

sc 

Chas  Follensbee 

ii 

H  Kennicott 

cs 

same 

ss 

same 

SC 

Wm  H  Kennicott 

Si 

Uriah  Stott 

sc 

Elijah  T  Town 

« 

same 

SC 

same 

sc 

E  W  Herrick 

ss 

Jos  L  McDuifee 

(S 

David  Harris 

sc 

same 

sc 

Peter  Warren 

sc 

Jos  U  Webster 

sc 

C  G  Cotting 

sc 

Jos  L  McDuifee 

sc 

Itobt  Pollock 

Si 

A  Middlesworth 

SC  o 

Wm  Prentiss 

sc 

same 

sc 

same 

si 

J  M  Kelley 

ii 

John  Gage 

u 

same 

ii 

same 

sc 

Samuel  McCarty 

Si 

Wm  Prentiss 

sc 

same 

is 

same 

ii 

B  M  Tucker 

(S 

Thos  Woodruff 

sc 

same 

sc 

Jos  L  McDuifee 

is 

Jno  Shellaber 

Si 

Wm  Prentiss 

Si 

same 

ii 

John  Gage 

sc 

Wm  Williamson 

sc 

Wm  Prentiss 

ii 

same 

ii 

David  Harris 

ii 

Wm  Prentiss 

a 

same 

sc 

same 

ii 

same 

Si 

Wm  M  Howell 

cs 

N  Lynott 

“  3 

A  B  Winkoop 

ii 

J  G  Loose 

sc 

ThosJ  Shannon 

“  8 

C  N  McKubin 

cc 

same 

ii 

same 

sc 

same 

Description. 

Acres. 

ehf  nesl4t41nrl2e 
e  hf  s  e  12  41  12 
w  hf  s  w  3  21  8 
e  hf  n  e  9  39  8 
w  hf  nw  15  41  12 
e  hf  s  e  15  42  11 
w  hf  nw  23  42  11 
south  hf  22  42  11 
n  w  qr  33  42  12 
s  e  qr  10  41  12 
whine  17  39  8 
e  hf  n  w  17  39  8 
whfn  w  17  39  8 
e  hf  n  e  17  39  8 
sw  4  45  8 
east  hf  n  w  and  } 
s  w  n  e  32  12  5  5 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

320 

160 

160 

80 

80 

80 

80 

160 

120 

nw  ne  32  12  5 

40 

s  w  fr  19  38  8 

109 

w  hf  s  e  9  46  8 

80 

w  h  f  s  e  4  45  8 

80 

e  hf  n  w  24  46  10 

80 

w  hf  n  w  32  12  5 

80 

e  h  f  s  e  25  1 1  3 

80 

w  hf  s  e  25  11  3 

80 

north  e  25  11  3 

160 

ehf  sw  10  5  1 
n  w  qr  4 

80 

s  e  qr  V  36  45  10 
swqr  ) 

480 

e  hf  se  23  38  8 

80 

nw  ne  1 

nw  qr  >  29  12  7 

280 

n  ^  sw  ) 

north  w  36  46  10 

160 

ehf  s  e  24  38  8 

80 

n  e  qr  29  38  8 

160 

e  hf  n  w  25  38  8 

80 

w  hf  nw  13  21  8 

80 

w  hf  se  25  12  4 

*  80 

e  hf s  w  35  12  4 

80 

n  e  qr  36  45  10 

160 

n  e  s  w  34  12  5 

40 

e  hf  s  ei27 
n  w  s  e  $  11  d 

120 

lot  2  ne  fr  4  11  5 
w  h  f  n  w  J 

82.92 

w.h,f"U36  12  4 
e  hf  s  e  | 

320 

w  hf  sw  J 
whf  sw  26  38  8 

80 

e  hf  n  e  21  5  1 

80 

s  w  7  44  1 1 

177.30 

e  hf  nw  19  46  11 

80 

westhf  6  44  11 

364.63 

e  hf  n  e  15  42  4 

80 

ehf  n  e  17  38  8 

80 

se  qr  &  )  ,  r 

w  hf  sw  $  5  b 

24  3 

Price  per 
acre. 

Amount. 

$4  00 

$320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

5  00 

400  00 

7  00 

560  00 

4  00 

320  00 

5  00 

400  00 

5  00 

400  00 

3  00 

960  00 

3  00 

480  00 

4  00 

640  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

640  00 

2  00 

240  00 

2  00 

80  00 

6  00 

654  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

3  00 

240  00 

2  00 

160  00 

2  50 

200  00 

2  00 

160  00 

2  00 

320  00 

5  00 

400  00 

3  00 

1, 440  00 

4  00 

320  00 

3  00 

840  00 

3  00 

480  00 

4  00 

320  00 

5  00 

800  00 

4  00 

320  00 

5  00 

400  00 

2  50 

200  00 

2  50 

200  00 

3  00 

480  00 

2  00 

80  00 

2  25 

270  00 

2  50 

207  30 

2  50 

800  00 

4  00 

320  00 

6  00 

480  00 

3  00 

531  90 

3  00 

240  00 

4  00 

1,457  72 

3  00 

240  00 

5  00 

400  00 

2  50 

600  00 
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Same  List — Continued, 


Date  of 
sale. 

Names  of  Purchasers. 

Description. 

Acres. 

1844. 

April  8. 
cc 

C  N  McKubin 

e  hf  nw  sl8  t38n  r6e 

80 

same 

w  hf  sw  10  42  4 

80 

CC 

same 

e  hf  sw  1  44  4 

80 

cc 

D  S  Howard 

w  hf  nw  25  46  10 

80 

cc 

Lyman  R  Lyon 

e  hf  nw  25  46  10 

80 

cc 

Jos  Taylor 

n  w  s  e  29  2  1 

40 

cc 

C  N  -McKubin 

ne  5<&w^  n“w  20  38  7 

240 

cc 

same 

e  hf  nw  14  42  4 

80 

CC 

same 

south  w  28  42  5 

160 

CC 

same 

e  hf  n  e  20  43  4 

80 

“  22 

same 

w  hf  ne  17  38  8 

80 

cc 

same 

e  hf  s  w  5  38  6 

80 

CC 

same 

e  hf  n  w  20  38  7 

80 

May  6 
cc 

John  F  Goneu 
same 

w  hf  nw  17  44  11  > 
e  hf  n  e  1844  11  \ 

160 

cc 

same 

e  hf  s  w  18  44 11 

80 

“  8 

C  N  MacKubin 

south  w  17  38  8 

160 

CC 

same 

fr  w  hf  nw  18  38  6 

29.71 

<( 

same 

w  hf  s  e  17  38  8 

80 

(£ 

same 

south  w  18  38  6 

109.14 

“  9 

Thos J  Shannon 

s  eV  l  6  44  11 

220 

cc 

same 

n  hi  n  e  S 

“  17 

J  Young  Scammon 

s  w  fr  19  46  11 

188.10 

“  18 

John  F  Goneau 

lot  2  sw  fr  18  44  11 

46.19 

“  20 

Samuel  Kino- 

O 

w.h/"e  l  13  46  7 

160 

cc 

same 

e  hf  nw  ) 

“  24 

Edward  Higgins 

s  w  33  41  12 

160 

«  27 

E  Cam  mack 

w  hf  nw  24  42 12 

80 

“  29 

E  C  Stevens 

w  fr  hf  3  46  10 

168.37 

cc 

Samuel  Loy 

e  hf  n  e  9  39  11 

80 

cc 

same 

w  hf  n  e  9  39  11 

80 

cc 

Samuel  King 

w  hf  sw  fr  18  46  8 

85  88 

June  5 

J  F  Fisher 

north  w  qr  36  40  11 

160 

cc 

Thos  Harrison 

ehf n  w  36  41  11 

80 

“  20 

L  Bartlett 

south  e  qr 11  40  9 

160 

July  1 

A  Bolster 

w  hfn  e  18  38  7 

80 

cc 

Joel  Draper 

e  hf  s  w  1 1  41  11 

80 

cc 

E  Batcheller 

w  hf  se  22  42  9 

80 

cc 

same 

e  h  f  sw  22  42  9 

80 

cc 

J  N  Carpenter 

e  hf  se  22  42  9 

80 

cc 

E  D  Gage 

w  hf  sw  9  44  8 

80 

cc 

G  R  Richardson 

w  hf  sw  22  42  9 

80 

“  9 

Lyman  Bartlett 

w  hf  s  w  12  40  9 

80 

cc 

J  Black 

n  w  14  40  9 

160 

“  13 

A  Baird 

w  hf  sw  4  39  11 

80 

cc 

T  Loring 

e  hf  nw  10  39  11 

80 

cc 

J  M  Adsit 

e  hf  n  w  1  45  8 

80 

“  23 

W  W  Wood 

w  hf  s  w  15  41  12 

80 

cc 

Jno  Backard 

e  hfn  e  29  41  12 

80 

Cc 

F  Stermkell 

e  hfn  w  21  40  11 

80 

cc 

RBickerdike,  jr. 

e  hf  se3141 12 

80 

“  25 

Asa  P  Farnsworth 

north  e  23  38  8 

160 

Aug.  5 

Thos  Martel 

whf  ne  13  39  11 

80 

cc 

N  Forode 

e  hf  n  w  13  39  11 

80 

cc 

C  N  MacKubin 

north  e  32  38  7 

160 

“  10 
cc 

Henry  Chapman 
same 

S  enfW  l  8  38  7 
whfse  5 

120 

(10) 


Price  per 
acre. 

Amount. 

$3  00 

$240  00 

3  00 

240  00 

6  00 

480  00 

3  00 

240  00 

3  00 

240  00 

5  00 

200  00 

2  00 

480  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  oe 

640  00 

3  00 

240  00 

5  00 

400  00 

2  50 

200  00 

2  00 

160  00 

5  00 

800  00 

4  00 

320  00 

6  00 

960  00 

3  00 

89  13 

6  00 

480  00 

3  00 

327  42 

4  00 

960  00 

3  00 

564  30 

4  00 

184  76 

4  00 

640  00 

3  00 

480  00 

3  00 

240  00 

3  00 

505  11 

3  50 

280  00 

3  50 

280  00 

4  00 

343  52 

5  00 

800  00 

3  00 

240  00 

5  00 

800  00 

3  00 

240  00 

3  00 

240  00 

3  00 

240  00 

3  00 

240  Off 

3  00 

240  00 

4  00 

320  00 

3  00 

240  00 

5  00 

400  00 

4  00 

640  00 

3  00 

240  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

4  00 

320  00 

3  00 

240  00 

5  00 

400  00 

3  00 

240  00 

4  00 

640  00 

5  00 

400  00 

5  00 

400  00 

4  00 

640  00 

5  00 

600  00 

(146) 
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Same  List — Continued. 


Pate  of 
sale. 

Names  of  Purchasers. 

Description. 

1844. 
Aug.  19. 

Asa  P  Farnsworth 

e  hf  se  si  9  t38n  r8e 

it 

same 

n  w  n  e  24  38  8 

“  21 

F  Higgins  &  E  Higgins 

e  hf  n  w  fr  4  40  12 

“  24 

Geo  Gage 

n  w  fr  3  44  8 

Sept.  18 

Wm  Easton 

e  hf  s  e  4  39  8 

a 

u 

a 

Peter  Herrington 

n  wn  w  >  12S9  n 

same 

0  G  Risley 

Henry  W  Wells 

n  e  n  w  $ 
w  hf  s  e  7  44  11 

if 

e  hf  s  e  7  44  11 

u 

W  B  Plato 

w  hf  s  w  29  38  8 

u 

E  Lawton 

s  w  s  e  19  38  8 

it 

B  W  Raymond 

se|  &  w  \  sw  24  41  9 

(( 

same 

ne  e^  nw  25  41  9 

a 

W  Paul 

ehl  s  e  33  42  12 

a 

Amos  TufFt 

w  hf  n  w'  10  39  11 

if 

Lyman  Bartlett 

south  e  2  4C  9 

if 

C  Shelden 

s  w  s  w  24  38  8 

if 

E  Law  ton 

w  hf  nw  29  38  8 

a 

same 

n  e  n  w  1 7  38  8 

if 

same 

w  hf  n  w  17  38  8 

a 

same 

n  e  n  w  29  38  8 

a 

same 

n  e  n  e  30  38  8 

“  19 

same 

s  e  n  w  17  38  8 

«  20 

same 

e  hf  s  w  29  38  8 

“  21 

Wm  Prentiss 

e  hf  n  e  36  12  4 

a 

same 

e  hf  s  e  35  12  4 

a 

same 

w  hf  s  e  35  12  4 

a 

same 

ehf  n  w  ) 

a 

same 

w  hf  se  >36  12  4 

a 

same 

e  hf  sw  ) 

a 

same 

e  hf  s  w7  2  11  4  ) 

a 

same 

south  hf  3  11  4  $ 

“  23 

Julius  P  Smith 

n  pt  w4  ne  fr28  27  10 

u 

same 

n  pt  w|  ne  fr  21  27 10 

“  30 

J  H  Whipple 

s  e  qr  10  44  1 1 

a 

Jas  Yose 

south  e  3  44  8 

a 

same 

w  hf  s  w  2  44  8 

a 

same 

e  hf  s  w  3  44  8 

a 

same 

sene  3  44  8 

u 

same 

s  w  n  e  3  44  8 

Oct.  4 

Samuel  Garrison 

n  e  n  e  6  Is  5e 

a 

Jno  Henson 

n  e  n  w  6  15 

tt  7 

W  B  Smith 

e  hf  s  w  20  46n  6 

“  8 

Jethro  Hatch 

fr  section  7  38  7 

a 

same 

west  hf  12  38  6 

Nov.  1 

Marcellus  Farmer 

section  36  40  10 

“  5 

T  Collson 

e  hf  s  e  8  46  7 

ft 

same 

e  hf  n  e  17  46  7 

a 

Ira  Honeywell 

s  w  qr  3  39  11 

a 

C  N  MacKubin 

s  w  n  e  34  38  8 

if 

same 

ehf  n  e  34  38  8 

“  11 

A  Brand 

e  hf  s  e  11  4012 

a 

Life  Willson 

west  hf  20  44  11 

“  18 

Marquis  D  Kellogg 

e  hf  n  w  9  39  8 

a 

Sidney  Condit 

s  e  qr  10  45  8 

n 

Alanson  Ellsworth 

e  hf  s  e  qr  9  46  8 

ft 

Tabatha  Collson 

e  hfnw  qr  17  46  7 

cres. 

Price  per 
acre. 

Amount. 

18 

$4 

00 

$320 

00 

40 

4 

00 

160 

00 

89.75 

4 

00 

359 

00 

157.88 

3 

00 

475 

64 

80 

8 

00 

640 

00 

80 

5 

00 

400 

00 

80 

3 

00 

240 

00 

80 

3 

00 

240 

00 

80 

5 

00 

400 

00 

40 

6 

00 

240 

00 

240 

3 

00 

720 

00 

240 

3 

00 

720 

00 

80 

3 

00 

240 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

160 

4 

00 

640 

00 

40 

4 

00 

160 

00 

80 

*  5 

00 

400 

00 

40 

5 

00 

200 

00 

80 

5 

00 

40o 

00 

40 

5 

00 

200 

00 

40 

5 

CO 

200 

00 

40 

5 

00 

200 

00 

80 

5 

00 

400 

00 

80 

2 

50 

200 

00 

80 

3 

00 

240 

00 

80 

2 

75 

'  220 

00 

240 

2 

75 

660 

00 

400 

2 

50 

1,000 

00 

16.46 

5 

00 

82 

30 

•  42.09 

5 

00 

210 

45 

160 

6 

00 

960 

00 

160 

3 

00 

480 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

80 

3 

00 

240 

00 

40 

3 

00 

120 

00 

40 

3 

00 

120 

00 

40 

4 

00 

160 

00 

40 

5 

00 

200 

00 

80 

5 

00 

400 

00 

522.18 

4 

00 

2,088 

72 

320 

2 

50 

800 

00 

640 

3 

00 

1,920 

00 

80 

3 

00 

240 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

160 

3 

50 

560 

00 

40 

4 

00 

160 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

320 

6 

00 

1,920 

00 

80 

7 

00 

560 

00 

160 

4 

00 

640 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

80 

4 

00 

320 

00 

7 
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> Same  List — Continued. 


Date  of 
sale. 

Names  of  Purchasers. 

Description. 

Acres. 

Price  per 
acre. 

Amount. 

1844. 
Nov.  18. 

Alexander  Gard  ner 

w|  n  e  l  s35  t46n  r8e 

80 

$3 

50 

$280  00 

u 

20 

J  B  and  J  G  Loose 

s  w  qr  25  46  10 

160 

3 

00 

480  00 

u 

25 

Henry  G  Ehlr 

w  hf  n  e  qr  17  46  7 

80 

4 

00 

320  00 

it 

Jos  B  Tuttle 

e  hf  n  e  qr 10  45  8 

80 

4 

00 

320  00 

ti 

B  W  Kaymond 

e  hf  s  w  qr  24  41  9 

80 

3 

00 

240  00 

it 

same 

s  e  qr  25  41  9 

160 

3 

00 

480  00 

tl 

26 

Benjamin  Harris 

w  ^  n  e  \  fr  2  40  9 

76.11 

4 

00 

304  44 

<t 

28 

Lyman  Clifford 

e  hf  n  e  qr  18  41 12 

80 

4 

00 

320  00 

a 

same 

e  hf  s  e  qr  7  41  12 

80 

5 

00 

400  00 

it 

Jno  Ward 

w  hf  s  e  qr  12  41  12 

80 

4 

00 

320  00 

Dec. 

3 

Jacob  Gamber 

whfn  w  fr  4  39  11 

85.58 

3 

00 

256  74 

ti 

Pete,-  Herrington 

nw  qr  12  39  11 

80 

5 

00 

400  00 

u 

5 

Henry  Chapman 

n  e  qr  s  w  qr  8  38  7 

40 

5 

00 

200  00 

tt 

6 

Geo  Boyer 

n  e  qr  13  41  12 

160 

4 

00 

640  00 

tt 

Major  Denny 

se^  &  se  sw|  3  38  6 

200 

3 

00 

600  00 

it 

Alanson  Holcomb 

w  hf  n  w  qr  9  44  8 

80 

4 

00 

320  00 

n 

7 

Calvin  Willey 

neqrfr  3  40  11 

148.90 

3 

00 

446  70 

■ 

*19,938.19 

f  $73,199  15 

•Total  amount  of  lands  sold,  f  Total  amount  ot  scrip  received. 
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Illinois 

Legis. 


SENATE. 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


••  w 


COST  OF  PRINTING  A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  18,  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  communication  from 

the  Public  Printers: 


COMMUNICATION. 


Springfield,  Ills.,  December  18,  1844. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate : 

Sir:  Having  handed  to  a  member  of  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the 
cost  of  printing  the  communication  of  the  Governor,  with  the  accompa¬ 
nying  paper  of  Mr.  Ryan;  and  in  the  hurry  of  the  occasion,  having  mis- 
tated  the  cost  ol  printing,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  the 
actual  cost  of  printing  the  600  copies  of  said  document. 

Composition,  8  pages  at  96  cts.  per  page,  -  -  $ <  bo 

Press  work,  3  tokens  at  56,  ,,  -  -  -  1  68 

Folding,  -  -  -  -  -  -  100 

Paper,  -  -  -  -  -  -  3  00 

$13  36 


This  sum  $13  36,  forms  the  entire  cost  of  printing  the  entire  600  cop¬ 
ies  of  said  document,  under  the  law  reducing  the  price  of  printing,  pas¬ 
sed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

WALTERS  &  WEBER, 
Public  Printers . 
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Illinois') 
Legis.  ^ 


SENATE. 


$14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


* 


SALARIES  OF  STATE  OFFICERS. 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  18,  1844. 

Read;  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  special  report  of  the 
Auditor  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  calling  for  informa¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  certain  items  of  his  general  report: 

REPORT: 


Auditor’s  Office,  December  IS,  1844. 
Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hon.  Senate  directing  the 
Auditor  to  report  upon  what  authority  ho  has  drawn  warrants  upon  the 
State  Treasury  from  the  first  day  of  December,  1842.  to  the  first  day  ol 
December,  1844,  in  favor  of  the  Governor  for  $4,154  54  cents — in  favor 
of  the  Auditor  lor  34,601  65 — in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
$3,188  23,  and  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  State  for  $2,250.  I  have 
the  honor  to  State,  that  it  wiil  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table; 
Thomas  Carlin,  late  Governor,  drew  (after  Gov.  Ford  came  into  office) 
$189  04  from  the  appropriation  of  1841  and  ’42,  and  Gov.  Ford  $131  50 
from  the  same  appropriation. 

Gov.  Ford,  from  the  appropriation  of  1842  and  ’43,  drew  $3,800  3-1, 
all  which,  added  together,  make  the  aggregate  of  $4,154  51. 

Deducting  the  sum  due  Gov.  Carlin,  and  paid  him  from  the  whole 
amount  paid  out.  leaves  $35  due  Gov.  Ford  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1844. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Auditor  for  the 
years  1841  and  M2  was  § 4,800.  The  then  Auditor  received  his  compen¬ 
sation  under  that  appropriation  until  he  went  out  of  office,  March  6th, 
1843.  He  received  and  receipted  for  §1,390,  the  entire  appropriation 
of  the  years  1841  and  M2. 

I  received  up  to  the  first  day  of  December,  1844,  §3,211  65,  making 
an  aggregate  of  §4,601  65.  The  appropriation  made  to  me  for  1843  and 
’44  was  §3,700,  including  clerk  hire:  See  general  appropriation  bd)  1843 
and  ’44,  and  the  2d  section  of  “An  act  concerning  the  public  revenue 
and  for  other  purposes,”  page  239,  laws  1843  and  Ml. 
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[152] 

The  salary  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  Lyman  Trumbull,  Esqr.,  or 
rather  the  appropriation  made  to  him,  by  the  act  of  1841  and  ’42,  was 
$3,000,  under  which  appropriation  he  drew  up  to  the  day  that  he  went 
out  of  office. 

The  appropriation  made  to  the  present  Secretary  for  the  years  1843 
and  ’44,  was  $2,000.  Mr.  Trumt  ui!  received,  under  the  appropriation 
of  l  '41  and  ’42,  § 650  00,  completing  the  appropriation  to  him. 

Also  §‘400.  out  of  an  appropriation  of  §600  made  for  making  an  index 
to  the  journals,  &  c. 

Thompson  Campbell,  Esq.,  present  Secr<  tary  of  State,  received  under 
the  appropriation  oi  1843  and  ’44,  up  to  the  first  day  of  December,  1844, 
§1,7.38  -3,  also,  out  of  the  appropriation  made  for  making  index  to  jour¬ 
nals,  &c  ,  §100;  which  being  §200  more  than  wras  allowed  by  the  act, 
was  refunded  into  the  Treasury,  as  will  appear  satisfactorily  by  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  books  of  that  office  and  the  hooks  and  vouchers  of  this. 

All  which  sums  added  constitute  the  aggregate  stated  on  the  accompa¬ 
nying  table  and  in  my  report. 

The  appropriation  made  to  the  Treasurer  of  State  for  the  years  1841 
and  ’42,  was  §3,200.  Under  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer  drew  sal¬ 
ary  up  to  the  day  of  his  being  reinstalled  in  office. 

j  he  appropriation  made  to  him  for  the  years  1843  and  ’44,  was  §2,000. 
Under  the  appropriation  of  1841  and ’42  he  drew  §666  67,  completing 
that  appropriation.  Under  that  of  1843  and  ’44  he  had  drawn  up  to  the 
first  day  of  December,  §844;  §1,583  33,  both  of  which  make  the  sum 
of  §2,250,  as  stated  in  my  general  report.  These  being  the  facts,  as 
appears  from  the  books  and  files  in  this  office,  if  they  should  prove  satis¬ 
factory,  I  shall  be  highly  gratified. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Hon.  Senate  that  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  has  adopted  the  practice  of  making  biennial  specific  appropriations 
to  .ill  the  officers  in  any  way  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
State  Government,  with  the  exception  of  Judicial  officers.  Each  officer 
being  entitled  to  that  specific  appropriation,  and  the  amount  varying 
(generally)  every  session,  is  the  fact,  which,  when  compared  with  existing 
appropriations  gives  to  the  general  reports  of  the  Auditor  the  appearance 
of  being  enormous,  and  in  this  case  of  over  payments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EVYING,  Auditor. 


« 
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A  Statement  shewing  the  amounts  paid  to  the  officers  of  State,  from  the  Is/!. 
day  of  December ,  1842,  to  the  Is/  day  of  December,  1844,  and  upon  what 
authority  the  same  were  paid. 


To  whom  paid,  and  on  what  appropriation. 

Amounts. 

Total. 

To  Thomas  Carlin,  for  his  salary  as  Governor, 

on  appropriation  for  the  years  184l-’2, 

$189  04 

To  Thomas  Ford  do  do  do 

131  50 

To  Thomas  Ford  do  do  1843-’4, 

3,834  00 

To  James  Shields,  for  his  salary  as  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts,  on  appropriation  for  1841 
—’2, 

1,390  00 

$4,154  54 

To  W.  L.  D.  Ewing,  for  salary  and  clerk  hire 
1843-’4,  ------- 

3,211  65 

To  Lyman  Trumbull,  for  his  salary  as  Secreta¬ 
ry  of  State,  on  appropriation  for  184  L-^,  - 

650  00 

4,601  65 

To  Thompson  Campbell,  for  do  1843-’4,  - 

1,738  23 

To  Lyman  Trumbull,  for  services  as  Secretary 
of  State  in  making  index  to  journals,  &c.,  - 

400  00 

To  Thompson  Campbell,  for  do  do 

400  00 

3,188  23 

Note. — Of  the  amount  paid  to  Thompson 
Campbell,  for  making  index  to  journals,  &c., 
there  has  been  refunded  the  sum  of  $200, 
the  same  having  been  paid  in  error.  ‘See 
Treasurer’s  report.’ 

To  Milton  Carpenter,  for  his  salary  as  Treas¬ 
urer,  on  appropriation  for  the  years  1841-’2, 

666  67 

To  Milton  Carpenter,  for  do  do  1843-’4, 

1,583  33 

2,250  00 

' 
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Illinois 

Leois. 


SENATE. 


J  14tii  Assem* 
(  1st  Session. 


CERTAIN  STATE  DEBTORS. 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  21,  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  communication  from 
the  State  Treasurer,  in  relation  to  certain  State  debtors: 

COMMUNICATION. 

Treasurer’s  Office,  Illinois,  ) 
Springfield ,  Dec.  20,  1844.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  that  by  author¬ 
ity  of  “An  act  authorizing  certain  debtors  of  the  State  to  discharge  their 
indebtedness  in  Illinois  internal  improvement  scrip,”  approved,  February 
27,  1841,  I  did,  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1843,  receive  of  Thom¬ 
as  Mather,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  bond  referred  to  in  that  act,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  twenty  five  cents 
($10,103  25.)  Also,  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1813,  the  further 
sum  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  forty-one 
cents,  ($6,563  41.)  Making  the  total  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixtv  six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  ($16,666  66.) 

1  will  further  state,  that  the  payment  first  mentioned,  was  made  in  ca¬ 
nal  scrip,  instead  of  internal  improvement  scrip;  with  the  understandings 
however,  that,  if  desirable,  an  exchange  would  be  made,  as  canal  scrip 
was  then,  and  still  is,  worth  more  in  market,  than  the  other,  its  reception 
was  deemed  advantageous  to  the  State;  but  if  the  Legislature  shall  pre¬ 
fer,  that  internal  improvement  scrip  alone,  be  received  under  the  act  in 
question,  the  exchange  can  be  readily  made,  and  the  letter  of  the  law 
literally  complied  with. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

M.  CARPENTER, 

Treasurer  of  State • 
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Illinois  ) 
Legis.  ) 


SENATE. 


(14th  Assem. 
(1st  Session. 


ARREST  OP  THE  HON.  JACOB  C.  DAVIS* 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  26,  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mpo!?"RsI^ 

“*  of  the  body  of  the  Hon!  Jaj/  o!  Dav^  ask  ieaiet  f  R'  ^ 

REPORT: 

1 

That  they  have  summoned  the  said  Minor  P 

fore  them,  and  show  cause  why  he  arrested  tho  ^  nPjPe^r  be" 

which  is  as  follows:  7  arrested  th*  said  Jacob  C.  Davis, 

| 

“State  of  Illinois— ss. 

"The  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  William  r  tw  u  c 
at-Arms  of  the  Senate  of  said  State— Greeting-  Mp’y’  SerSeant- 
“You  are  hereby  commanded  to  summon  Minor  R  n  • 
forthwith  before  John  Doushertv  Fdwin  R  w  kk  to  appear 

a  select  committee  of  sa.d Senate  Z  W  and  Norman  B-  Judd, 
and  shew  the  tapito1 

Jacob  C  Davis,  a  member Tf 5j  W  H<T 

produce  the  authority  or  process  by  which  he  claims  to  Hoi  ^  he  3  S° 
Senator.  And  that  said  Demin*  also  then  an ^  th  T'"  °r  arrest 
Senator  before  said  committee  and  h'  ln-  6  bnnS  ‘he  said 

s-ar-*31 “isaa- 
S&atxztstigs  sz-x  ssr-  *• 

|  JOHN  DOUGHERTY, 

.  Chairman  of  select  committee ,  Senate.'" 

•  C.  MURPHY,  Sergeant-at-Arms . 
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And  that  he  appeared  before  the  committee,  and  for  cause  exhibited 
the  following  process: 


“State  of  Illinois,  1 

>  Set. 

Hancock  County.  ) 

“The  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  all  Sheriffs,  Coronors,  and  Con¬ 
stables  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  the  sheriff  of  said  county — Greet¬ 


ing: 

“We  command  you,  that  you  take  Levi  Williams,  Jacob  C.  Davis, 
Mark  Aldridge,  Thomas  C.  Sharp,  William  Vores,  John  Wells,  William 

A.  Grauer,  — —  Gallaher  and - Allen,  if  to  be  found  in  your  county, 

and  them  safely  keep,  so  that  you  have  their  bodies  before  the  Circuit 
Court  of  said  county  of  Hancock,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term  there¬ 
of,  to  be  holden  at  the  court  house  in  Carthage,  on  the  third  Monday  in 
the  month  of  May  next,  to  answer  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for, 
and  concerning  the  crime  of  murder  with  which  they  stand  charged  in 
our  said  court,  as  by  a  certain  bill  of  indictment  preferred  against  them 
by  the  grand  jury  of  said  county  in  that  behalf  appeared,  and  have  you 
then  there  this  writ,  and  make  return  thereon  in  what  manner  you  have 
executed  the  same. 


[Seal.] 


“Witness,  J.  B.  Backensfcos,  Clerk  of  our  said  Circuit  Court 
at  Carthage,  this  20th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four.” 

J.  B.  BACKENSTOS,  Cl’k. 


Upon  the  back  whereof  is  the  following  endorsement,  viz: 

“In  obedience  to  the  within  writ,  to  me  directed,  I  did,  on  the  25th  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1844,  take  the  body  of  the  within  named  Jacob  C. 
Davis. 

M.  It.  DEMING,  Sheriff 
'  of  Hancock  County ,  Illinois 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  said  Minor  R.  Deming  is  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Hancock,  and  by  virtue  of  his  said  office,  and 
the  writ  above  copied,  he  claims  to  possess  the  right  in  law  to  arrest  the 
body  of  the  said  Jacob  C.  Davis  while  acting  as  Senator  of  Hancock 
county,  and  in  attendance  at  the  seat  of  Government,  in  Sangamon  coun¬ 
ty,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  such  Senator. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


SENATE. 


Illinois# 
Leg*s.  \ 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


PROBATE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 


IN  SENATE,  DEG.  27,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Cavarly,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  requiring  Probate  Justices  to  give 
receipts  for  notes  of  deceased  persons,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  hav¬ 
ing  for  its  object  the  propriety  of  requiring  Probate  Justices  of  the  Peace 
to  give  receipts  for  notes  of  deceased  persons  left  in  their  hands,  have  di¬ 
rected  me,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject  with  the  existing 
law,  to  report:  That  the  present  law,  Revised  code,  page  648,  Sec.  Ill, 
makes  all  the  provision  that  is  deemed  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  lor  the  evil  contemplated  in  said  resolution.  No  additional 
legislation  being  requisite,  the  committee  have  directed  me  to  report  said 
resolution  back  to  the  Senate  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration. 


’  .  i  ,  *  "  .  V  -  ■  , 


■ 


' 


.  ,  ..  .  ' 


,  ^  Vi! 


,'Vr  .  .  ‘  i  I 


f 


. 


'  1  ' : "  ■  '  '  ■ 


V 


')  . 


;  , 


4  ' 

■  ■:  ' 

•  1  ■  : 


-  V 

A  1  W 


/ 


k&i]  *#>!.>  • 


i . 


“ 


.  I 


\  •; 


v 


f  , 


;  * 


; 


,  ■  i 


•jili  !•..» 

,  -  '  .  v  '  '  <  ' 


' :  t ;  - 

. 


rui 


>■:  ■ 

V 


Illinois 

Legis. 


SENATE. 


14  th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


LOSS  OF  THE  ACT  IN  RELATION  TO  CORPORATIONS. 


IN  SENATE,  Dec.  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Form/vn,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  laid  before  the  Sen¬ 
ate  the  following  statement,  to  which  is  appended  the  message  of  the 
Council  of  Revision,  returning  an  act  in  relation  to  Corporations, 
passed  at  the  last  Session: 

STATEMENT : 

Ferris  Forman  states,  as  a  Senator,  that  “An  act  in  relation  to  Corpo¬ 
rations,”  which  was  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly, 
at  their  last  session,  and  which  was  sent  back  to  the  Senate  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Revision,  together  with  their  objections  thereto,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  present  session,  was  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee,  (of  which  committee  he  is  a  member,)  with  directions  to  report 
back  to  the  Senate  certain  amendments  ;  that  while  said  act  was  in  his 
possession,  he  drafted  an  act  containing  the  original,  the  amendments 
being  mere  additions  to  two  of  the  sections  thereof;  and  that  after  such 
drafting,  and  before  the  report  was  made  to  the  Senate,  said  act  was  lost 
by  him,  and  has  not,  as  yet,  been  recovered.  And  he  further  states,  that 
the  loss  of  said  act  was  not  occasioned  by  negligence,  but  wras  cau  ed 
by  an  unavoidable  accident;  said  act  being  in  his  (said  Forman’s)  hat, 
which  was  removed  from  his  head  in  the  night  time  by  the  wind,  at  which 
time  said  paper  was  lost. 

I  pledge  myself  to  the  truth  of  the  above  statement,  as  a  man  of  honor 
and  a  Senator. 

FERRIS  FORMAN. 


OBJECTIONS  OF,  COUNCIL  OF  REVISION. 

The  Council  of  Revision  have  had  under  consideration  a  bill  passed  at 
the  last  session  for  “An  act  concerning  corporations,”  and  return  it  to  the 
Senate  as  improper  to  become  a  law,  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  third  section  provides,  that,  when  final  judgment  shall  be  render¬ 
ed  against  any  corporation  in  this  State,  and  remain  unpaid  for  the  term 
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of  twelve  months,  from  and  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgment,  there  be¬ 
ing  no  appeal  taken  according  to  law,  or  the  cause  removed  by  writ  of 
error,  the  non  payment  of  the  judgment  for  the  term  aforesaid,  shall,  in 
all  cases,  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  and  all  rights  accruing  there¬ 
from,  shall  cease. 

The  term  “any  corporations,”  would  include  counties,  as  well  as  cities, 
towns,  and  other  corporations  ;  but  perhaps  the  word  “charter,”  at  the 
end  of  the  section,  might  limit  the  operation  of  the  act  to  such  corpora¬ 
tions  as  have  a  technical  charter. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  it  would  embrace  cities,  towns,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  literary,  religious  and  other  corporations,  created  by  special  acts  of 
the  Legislature. 

The  bill  contains  no  provision  for  the  closing  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  de¬ 
funct  corporation.  What  then  will  be  the  consequences  of  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  one  of  these  corporations  ?  The  rights  and  remedies  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  as  well  as  of  its  creditors,  will  be  gone.  The  corporation 
will  no  longer  have  an  existence.  It  can  neither  sue,  nor  be  sued.  The 
debts  due  to,  and  from  the  corporation,  are  extinguished.  The  creditor 
cannot  reach  the  property  of  the  corporation.  The  creditor  who  has 
already  obtained  judgment,  cannot  have  execution.  What  becomes  of 
the  property  of  the  corporation?  If  it  held  property  by  donation,  it  will 
revert  to  the  donor.  If  the  corporation  acquired  property  by  purchase, 
it  will  escheat  to  the  State. 

These  consequences,  we  presume,  were  not  foreseen  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  and  we  deem  it  proper  to  return  the  bill,  that  it  may  be  amended 
so  as  to  obviate  these  objections. 

THOMAS  FORD, 

S.  D.  LOCKWOOD, 

S.  H.  TREAT, 

J.  B.  THOMAS, 

JAS.  SHIELDS, 

J.  D.  CATON, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 
THOMAS  C.  BROWNE. 

December  2d,  1844. 
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SENATE. 


(14th  Assem. 
J  1st  Session. 


ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL  BONDS. 


IN  SENATE,  DEC.  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  Letter  from  the 

holders  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  Bonds: 

LETTER: 

London,  June  25,  1844. 

Since  the  communication  made  in  the  autumn  of  last  year  to  the  hold¬ 
ers  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  Bonds,  an  investigation  of  the  subject 
has  been  made  in  accordance  whh  the  resolutions  then  adopted,  and  we 
have  now  to  report  the  result  of  that  investigation. 

In  order  to  place  the  subject  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  we  will  relate 
succinctly  the  nature  of  the  proposition  made  by  the  State,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  have  taken  place  thereupon,  and  have  led  to  the  proposals 
which  will  he  laid  before  the  bond  holders  in  the  present  circular. 

The  difficulties  in  which  Illinois  was  placed,  by  inability  to  pay  the 
interest  on  her  public  debt,  led  the  State  to  examine  the  property  she 
possessed,  and  the  means  of  making  it  available  as  early  as  possible  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  claims  of  her  creditors. 

In  the  then  depressed  condition  of  the  country,  taxation  was  impossi¬ 
ble  to  an  adequate  extent,  and  no  other  plan  appeared  to  be  feasible  than 
to  propose  to  those  who  were  already  deeply  interested  as  holders  of  the 
bonds,  to  advance  more  money  to  complete  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal; 
the  security  to  be  offered  for  such  further  advance  was  stated  to  be  am¬ 
ple,  and  the  means  of  an  early  re-payment  were  represented  as  certain; 
and  it  was  further  believed  that  the  Canal  would  provide  a  considerable 
income,  by  direct  revenue,  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
present  debt,  and  also  materially  add  to  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the 
State. 

The  progress  made  in  the  work  had  already  given  it  a  value,  and  it  can¬ 
not  be  doubted  that  a  considerable  revenue  will  be  derived  from  it  imme¬ 
diately  on  its  completion.  Besides  which,  the  State  possesses  a  large 
quantity  of  lands  granted  by  Congress  in  order  to  assist  in  making  the 
Canal.  Of  these  lands  about  230,000  acres  remain  unsold,  and  with 
the  Canal,  near  to  which  they  are  situated,  are  an  important  property, 
which  the  State  proposed  to  offer  as  a  security  for  the  advance  of  the  sum 
required  to  finish  the  work. 

In  February,  1843,  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  passed  a  law,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  Commissioners  to  carry  out  these  views.  These  Commissioners 
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were  Colonel  Oakley  and  Mr.  Ray  an,  who  submitted  their  proposals  to 
the  holders  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  Bonds  in  tne  State  of  New 
York,  and  came  to  England  in  June,  1843,  to  lay  the  same  proposals  be¬ 
fore  the  bon  1-holders  in  this  country. 

These  proposals,  founded  on  the  Act,  were — 

1st.  That  the  holders  of  Illinois  Bonds  issued  for  making  the  Canal, 
and  amounting;  to  five  million  dollars,  be  invited  to  subscribe  thirty-two 
per  cent.,  on  the  amount  of  their  bonds,  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  which 
should  be  the  first  charge  on  the  Canal  and  lands. 

2d  That  the  parties  so  subscribing  should  be  entitled  to  register  the 
bonds  in  relation  to  which  they  paid  the  thirty-two  per  cent,  and  that  the 
interest  upon  such  bonds  should  be  next  provided  for  out  of  the  receipts 
of  the  Canal. 

A  long  examination  by  us,  led,  after  consultation  with  several  other 
parties  interested  in  the  Bonds  of  Illinois,  to  the  appointment  of  three 
gentlemen  in  America,  who  were  requested  to  select  a  person  to  be  depu¬ 
ted  to  visit  Illinois,  accompanied  by  an  engineer,  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
amining  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  subject,  whether  as  regards 
the  value  and  legal  powers  for  pledging  the  Canal  and  lands,  or  the  time 
and  money  required  for  completing  the  Canal. 

The  gentlemen  selected  were  the  Honorable  John  Davis,  formerly 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  Captain  Swift,  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Engineers.  These  gentlemen  were  furnished  with  copies  of 
the  proposals  of  the  Commissioners,  and  a  form  of  agreement  proposed 
on  behalf  of  the  English  bond-holders,  and  they  have  given  a  full  and 
clear  report  to  the  following  effect,  which  has  been  printed  with  certain 
other  documents,  for  the  information  of  the  creditors  of  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

The  report  states,  that  on  agreeing  to  accept  the  appointment  for  vis¬ 
iting  Illinois,  Gov.  DavL  and  Captain  Swift  proceeded  thither  by  differ¬ 
ent  routes  in  November  last  ;  that  they  made  a  minute  and  lengthened 
investigation  into  ail  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  subject,  and  exam¬ 
ined  the  Canal  and  adjacent  country.  They  communicated  with  Gover¬ 
nor  Ford  and  Mr.  Ryan,  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  with  Air.  Good¬ 
ing,  chief  engineer  of  the  works,  and  such  other  persons  as  could  give 
them  information. 

The  report  states  the  object  of  the  Canal,  and  the  views  on  which  it 
was  proposed  to  construct  it.  The  original  plan  was  to  obtain  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  water  for  the  navigation  from  Lake  Michigan,  and  the  cuttings  for 
the  Canal  were  therefore  carried  to  a  considerable  depth  to  obtain  a  lev¬ 
el  that  would  cause  the  water  of  the  lake  to  flow  into  the  Canal. 

As  a  considerable  portion  of  these  cuttings  were  through  rock  and 
strong  clay,  the  cost  was  heavy,  and  about  five  million  dollars  had  been 
expended  upon  the  work  when  it  was  stopped. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  seek  the  supply  of  water  from  some  of  the  ad¬ 
jacent  rivers,  which  from  recent  surveys  are  calculated  to  afford  a  suffi¬ 
cient  supply;  and  to  obtain  water  from  them,  the  cuttings  are  not  re¬ 
quired  to  be  so  deep,  and  thus  a  less  amount  of  money  would  suffice  to 
finish  the  work, 
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If  adequate  funds  are  supplied,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Ca¬ 
nal  can  be  completed  in  three  years. 

The  report  examines  in  detail  the  question  of  the  value  of  the  lands, 
and  as  from  their  position  in  relation  to  the  Canal,  it  is  evident  that 
their  value  would  be  enhanced  by  the  completion  of  that  work,  this  con¬ 
sideration  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  estimate.  There  are,  on  the 
other  hand,  allowances  to  be  made,  because  there  still  remains  a  large 
quantity  of  public  lands  for  sale,  and  probably  some  for  re  sale,  which 
have  been  bought  on  speculation.  The  district  is  filling  up  and  improv¬ 
ing  as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected:  cultivation  having  commenced  only 
about  ten  years  ago.  The  character  of  the  land  has  been  examined,  its 
qualities  are  classed  and  described,  and  the  considerations  which  have 
been  entertained  as  to  the  favorable  positions  for  towns,  and  the  rents 
which  would  be  derived  from  water  power,  which  the  surplus  waters  of 
the  Canal  would  supply,  are  all  pointed  out  and  detailed.  Estimates  of 
value  have  been  furnished  by  the  Canal  Commissioner,  who  has  the  su¬ 
perintendence  of  these  lands,  and  although  such  valuations  must  he  pro- 
spr  ctive  and  depend  on  contingent  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  lands  will  prove  of  great  value.  Many  sales  have  already 
been  made  at  six  and  eight  dollars  per  acre,  and  a  few  at  higher  rates, 
but  in  some  cases  they  were  paid  for  in  depreciated  paper. 

The  probable  income  to  be  derived  from  the  Canal  has  been  consider¬ 
ed,  and,  although  the  report  has,  in  this  as  in  every  other  point,  been 
framed  with  great  care,  in  order  to  present  as  sound  and  accurate  a  view 
as  possible,  there  is  evident  proof  that  the  Canal  will  be  used  to  a  consid¬ 
erable  extent  immediately  on  its  completion,  and  that  it  must  soon  be¬ 
come  the  channel  of  a  large  and  increasing  traffic. 

The  town  of  Chicago,  at  which  the  Canal  terminates,  on  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan,  has  already  upwards  of  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  and  has  been  a 
place  of  active  commercial  intercourse  for  some  time  past. 

The  river  Illinois,  which  the  Canal  joins  at  LaSalle,  one  hundred  miles 
distant  from  Chicago,  is  already  navigated  to  La  Salle,  two  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  from  its  mouth  ;  and  although  some  improvements  are  requir¬ 
ed  to  render  its  channel  more  easy  in  the  dry  season,  it  is  in  its  present 
state,  a  line  of  communication  with  the  Mississippi,  and  has  steamboats 
constantly  trading  upon  it  to  the  various  points  on  that  great  highway  of 
traffic,  the  number  of  which  would  rapidly  increase  as  soon  as  the  Canal 
is  completed.  The  present  state  of  the  Illinois  river,  for  navigation,  is 
carefully  described,  and  in  a  summary  of  this  branch  of  the  enquiry  it  is 
distinctly  stated,  that  the  property  thus  offered  as  security  for  the  propos¬ 
ed  advance  of  funds  to  complete  the  Canal,  is  an  ample  security  for  the 
interest  and  the  re-payment  of  the  principal  of  such  advance,  within  a 
reasonable  period. 

A  long  detail  is  then  reported  of  the  considerations  relating  to  the 
choice  of  the  rivers  for  supplying  water  to  the  Canal.  This  embraces  a 
lengthened  examination  of  minute  circumstances,  which  necessarily  have 
engaged  the  attention  of  Captain  Swift. 

The  estimate  of  the  amount  required  to  finish  the  Canal  on  the  original 
plan,  is  two  millions  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  dollars  ;  but  the  alterations  which  are  now  proposed 
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and  which  would  not  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  Canal,  would  reduce  it 
to  about  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Such  are  the  most  important  parts  of  the  report,  which  is  at  considera¬ 
ble  length,  and  has  been  drawn  up  with  much  care,  and  it  is  evident  that 
great  industry  and  accuracy  have  been  employed  upon  it,  and  that  the 
bond-holders  have  been  es  entially  served  by  the  excellent  selection  of 
Cov.  Davis  and  Captain  Swift  to  investigate  the  subject.  It  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  read  the  report  without  feeling  the  conviction  that  those  gentlemen 
have  been  desirous  to  lay  the  exact  truth  with  clearness  and  precision 
before  the  parties  interested  in  the  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

After  thus  shortly  staling  the  substance  of  this  very  able  and  elaborate 
report  of  Governor  Davis  and  Captain  Swift,  it  remains  for  us  to  add,  that 
their  answers  to  the  various  questions  which  were  referred  to  them,  and 
upon  thesatisfaetory  solution  of  which  the  payment  of  the  sums  subscrib¬ 
ed  was  to  be  dependent,  are  of  a  character  to  confirm  the  statements  of 
Colonel  Oakley  and  Mr.  Mayan,  and  to  the  effect — 

First,  That  the  present  Canal  debt  and  liabilities,  after  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  certain  assets,  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  million  dollars. 

Second,  That  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  Canal  need  not  exceed 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  that  in  their  opinion  a  fur¬ 
ther  expenditure  of  about  eighty  thousand  dollars  would  make  the  work 
more  complete. 

Third,  That  the  property  proposed  to  be  pledged  is  a  satisfactory  secu¬ 
rity  for  the  loan  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  will  re¬ 
imburse  the  same  with  interest.. 

Fourth,  That  the  work  may  be  completed  within  three  years. 

Fifth,  That  subscriptions  have  been  made  in  the  United  Slates,  by 
holders  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canai  Stock,  on  one  million  dollars 
stock,  for  their  proportion  of  this  loan  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ;  but  that  of  course  the  parties  making  the  report  cannot  guar¬ 
antee  the  payment  of  such  subscriptions,  although  they  have  given  us  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  full  reliance  may  be  placed  in  them. 

Sixth,  That  the  Governor  has  power  to  make  a  coir  tract,  which  will 
not  be  subject  to  forfeiture,  if  the  Canai  be  not  completed  within  three 
years,  and  by  the  terms  of  which  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  trus¬ 
tees  will  be  binding  in  all  questions  within  the  limits  of  their  authority; 
and, 

Seventh,  That  the  contract  cannot  be  completed  until  all  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  it  aie  settled,  and  that  although  the  Governor  has  power  to  enter 
into  the  proposed  contract,  yet  that  the  Legislature  ought  to  remove  all 
ambiguity  of  the  present  Jaw  and  confirm  the  proposed  arrangement. 

From  the  satisfactory  nature  of  this  report,  and  from  the  entire  con¬ 
fidence  which  we  place  in  the  parties  from  whom  it  proceeds,  we  are  pre¬ 
pared,  after  the  fullest  consideration,  to  give  effect  ourselves,  as  far  as  the 
amount  of  our  own  subscription,  and  to  recommend  to  all  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Illinois  State  Debt,  to  give  effect  to  the  plan  of  raising  the 
necessary  amount  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  viewing  the 
completion  of  this  canal  as  a  measure  indispensable  for  the  purpose  of  ren¬ 
dering  productive  a  large  past  expenditure,  as  a  means  of  relieving  the 
State  from  a  considerable  portion  of  its  debt,  and  as  an  ultimate  source  of 
revenue,  by  the  developement  of  the  resources  of  Illinois,  by  the  attrac 
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tion  of  immigration,  and  by  the  gradual  increase  of  population  and  wealth 
Much  will  materially  reduce  the  burthen  of  the  remainder  of  the  State 
debt.  But,  in  coming  to  this  resolution,  further  reflection  and  communi¬ 
cations  on  the  subject  have  induced  us  to  modify  the  terms  of  the  proposed 
subscription. 

It  has  been  urged,  and  we  think  with  great  reason,  that,  whilst  our 
previous  proposal  in  making  any  further  payment  beyond  the  first  instal¬ 
ment  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  present  Canal  debt,  condition¬ 
al  upon  the  promise  of  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to  recommend  to  the  legis¬ 
lature  some  provision  for  the  interest  of  the  State  debt,  rendered  it  im¬ 
perative  upon  the  authorities  of  the  State  to  take  some  step  towards  the 
performance  of  its  engagements  to  its  creditors,  there  was  nothing  in  ihe 
form  of  the  subscription  which  involved,  if  such  steps  were  honorably 
taken,  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers,  to  increase  their  pay¬ 
ments  beyond  the  original  amount  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  that 
such  a  subscription  might,  therefore,  be  regarded  in  Illinois  as  imperfect, 
and  inefficient  to  effect  the  object  proposed  by  the  legislature  in  its  act  of 
February,  1813.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  us  that,  as  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  Illinois  will  meet  in  regular  session  in  December  next,  it  is  proper 
that  this  condition,  which,  in  the  absence  of  that  Assembly  applied  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  should  now  be  transferred  to  the  legislature  itself. 
We  propose,  therefore,  that  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  Canal  debt  of  five  million  dollars  be  now  paid,  and  that,  provided 
the  legislature  shall  at  its  next  session  adopt,  and  establish  a  system  of 
revenue,  by  which  provision  shall  be  made  for  a  prompt  and  continuous 
payment  of  a  part  of  the  accruing  interest  upon  the  whole  State  debt, 
and  shall  also  provide  for  the  gradual  payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest 
now  due,  and  of  such  arrears  as  shall  hereafter  accrue  from  her  present 
inability  to  pay  the  whole  interest  at  its  exact  maturity,  then  each  sub¬ 
scriber  shall  be  bound  to  pay,  on  due  call  of  the  Canal  Trustees,  of 
which  timely  notice  is  to  be  given,  the  remaining  nineteen  and  a  half 
percent,  of  his  subscription,  or  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  interest  upon,  or 
reimbursement  of,  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand, 
should  the  legislature  fail  to  make  the  stipulated  provision,  then  such  por¬ 
tion  of  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  previously  paid,  which  may  not  at 
the  close  of  the  next  session  of  the  Illinois  legislature  have  been  expend- 
ded,  shall  be  either  retained  by  us  or  returned  to  us  by  the  trustees,  and 
divided  pro  rata ,  amongst  the  subscribers;  and  such  portion  thereof  as 
may  at  that  time  have  been  expended,  shall  be  secured  on  the  Canal  and 
Canal  property,  and  rank  pari  passu  for  its  reimbursement  and  claim  to 
interest,  with  any  other  sums  which  may  be  afterwards  raised  for  the 
completion  of  the  Canal,  not  exceeding  in  all  one  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  right  of  priority  of  payment  stipulated  for  in  sec¬ 
tion  sixteen  of  the  law  of  February,  1843. 

Under  such  circumstances,  proposing  that  the  advance  be  made  to  the 
extent  already  mentioned,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  legislature  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  acting  with  the  same  good  faijh  towards  its  creditors  which  the  sub¬ 
scribers  exhibit  towards  the  St'ate,  will  readily  meet  our  views,  and  adopt 
measures,  which  will  be  dictated  not.  only  by  a  sense  of  justice,  but  by  a 
due  consideration  of  what  will  most  tend  to  the  ultimate  credit,  advantage 
and  prosperity  of  Illinois. 
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To  simplify  the  arrangement  of  subscription,  we  annex  a  form  of  ap¬ 
plication  to  Messrs.  Magniac,  Jardine&  (Jo.,  for  certificates  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  either  of  previous  subscriptions,  or  of  such  amounts  as  other  parties 
may  now  be  disposed  to  subscribe,  and  the  certificates  to  be  delivered  by 
the  trustees  when  the  whole  amount  is  subscribed  for,  will  be  of  the  sub¬ 
joined  purport  ;  although,  of  course,  as  the  certificate  will  be  subsequent¬ 
ly  framed  in  the  United  States,  there  may  be  some  variation  in  the  words 
or  tenor  of  the  document,  but  there  will  be  no  deviation  from  the  effect 
of  the  engagement  or  obligation  on  either  side. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  certificate  proposes  to  secure  to  each  subscri¬ 
ber,  the  payment  of  the  sum  subscribed,  and  a  year’s  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  added  to  the  principal,  with  interest  thereon  after  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  one  year  after  the  date  of  the  instalment, 
whether  that  subscriber  be  a  holder  of  Canal  bonds  or  not;  and 
that,  as  it  is  to  be  transferable  to  bearer,  it  will,  subsequently,  be  availa¬ 
ble  for  the  registration  of  any  Canal  bond,  in  order  to  secure  to  such 
bond  the  priority  established  in  section  sixteen  of  the  law  of  1843. 

As,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  proposed  arrangement,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  that  a  contract,  with  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  should 
be  entered  into,  a  deed  of  trust,  conveying  the  Canal  and  Canal  property 
to  trustees  executed,  two  trustees  elected  by  the  subscribers,  and  perhaps 
a  sanction  for  such  changes  in  the  Act  of  1843,  not  interfering  with  the 
security  or  rights  of  the  subscribers,  as  may  be  deemed  on  all  sides  desir¬ 
able,  and  may  be  adopted  in  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois; 
and  as  great  and  injurious  delay  would  occur  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  necessary  measures  it  the  form  or  choice  of  each  were  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  from  the  United  States  to  the  approval  of  the  individual  subscri¬ 
bers  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  we  have  embodied  in  the  form  of  applica¬ 
tion  annexed,  a  power  and  authority,  with  power  of  substitution,  to  an  a- 
gent  or  agents  in  America,  for  the  signature  of  such  contract  with  the 
Governor,  on  behalf  of  the  European  subscribers,  as  may  be  deemed  re¬ 
quisite,  for  the  appointment  of  trustees,  and  for  the  sanction  and  approval 
of  such  amendments  of  the  law  of  February,  1843,  as  may  be  judged 
either  necessary  or  advisable.  In  submitting  this  scheme  to  the  Ilinois 
bond  holders,  we  beg  to  state,  most  distinctly,  that  whilst  we  shall  feel 
ourselves  bound  to  act  for  the  subscribers  as  we  shall  for  ourselves,  to  the 
best  of  our  judgment,  and  with  all  the  attention  and  zeal  which  we  can 
devote  to  their  interests,  we  expressly  disclaim  any  legal  liability  of  any 
kind  towards  them;  and  we  are,  therefore,  perfectly  ready  and  prepared 
to  make  any  alteration  in  this  respect  which  may  be  agreeable  to  the 
subscribers  ;  but  we  feel  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  for  the  due 
completion  and  success  of  the  scheme,  to  vest,  in  some  quarter  or  other, 
the  proposed  power  and  authority. 

Each  application  must  be  accompanied  by  the  payment  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  or  at  the  proposed  exchange  of  four  shillings 
and  three  pence,  £26  11s.  3d.  for  each  certificate,  to  Messrs.  Magniac, 
Jardinc  &  Co.,  on  or  before  15th  July  next  ;  such  application  and  pay¬ 
ment  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  said'Firna,  with  an  engagement  to  de¬ 
liver  the  corresponding  certificate  or  certificates,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
received,  duly  executed.  The  money  thus  received,  is  to  be  returned,  if 
on  or  before  the  1st  October,  1844,  the  total  sum  subscribed,  here  and 
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in  the  United  States,  does  not  amount  to  £340,000,  or  1,600,000 
dollars. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

BARING,  BROTHERS  &  CO. 
MAGN1AC,  JARD1NE  &  CO. 


The  foregoing  Circular  was  issued  in  London,  when  it  was  expected 
that  a  subscription  of  thirty-two  percent,  upon  the  Canal  bonds  would 
secure  the  required  loan  of  $1,600,000;  but  we  find  it  necessary  to  in¬ 
crease  the  subscription  to  forty  per  cent,  to  make  up  that  sum. 

We  make  this  proposal  to  the  American  bond-holders,  as  a  dernier  re¬ 
sort,  and  if  they  accept  it,  we  presume  the  European  subscribers  will  in¬ 
crease  their  subscriptions  to  the  same  amount,  which  will  enable  us  to 
complete  the  loam 

We  would  also  state  that  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  meet,  in  regularses- 
sion,  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  and  as  it  will  require  further 
time  to  obtain  the  required  subscriptions,  and  correspond  with  the  Euro¬ 
pean  subscribers;  it  will  be  determined  whether  the  State  levies  a  tax  to 
provide  for  her  interest,  before  any  part  of  the  subscription  can  be  drawn 
for.  If  the  Legislature  provide  for  the  interest,  then  it  will  be  an  object 
of  great  importance,  to  all  Canal  bond-holders,  to  be  subscribers  to  the 
Canal  loan;  if  the  State  makes  no  provision  for  the  interest,  then,  by  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  Mr.  Leavitt  will  be  bound  to  return  the  instal¬ 
ment  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  if  the  subscribers  wish  it,  and  the 
subscription  will  become  null  and  void. 

The  following  forms  of  certificate,  application,  and  proxy,  are  made  to 
conform  to  a  subscription  of  forty  per  cent. 

CHARLES  OAKLEY, 
MICHAEL  RYAN, 

Illinois  Commissioners . 

New  York,  October  25,  1844. 


Proposed  form  of  Certificate  or  Debenture.  No Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  Certificate .  Loan  for  one  million ,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars . 
1844.  One  hundred  and  thirty  two  dollars ,  fifty  cents ,  being  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  five  dollars  principal ,  with  one  yearns  interest  at  six  per 
cent. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  ap¬ 
pointed  in  virtue  of  and  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  the  Legis¬ 

lature  of  Illinois,  approved  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the  2ist 
February,  1843,  entitled,  uAn  act  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Il¬ 
linois  and  Michigan  Canal,  and  the  payment  of  the  Cana! debt;”  hereby 
certifv,  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  current  money 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  paid  as  an  instalmentof  a  loan  of  one  mil¬ 
lion,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  sanctioned  by  the  above  mentioned 
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law,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  said  Canal,  And  we 
moreover  certify,  that  the  bearer  of  this  debenture  is  entitled  to  be  paid 
the  principal  sumo!  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  a  half  dollars,  (being 
the  sum  so  paid  and  a  year’s  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  added  thereto,)  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from  being  one  year  after  the 

date  of  the  receipt  of  said  instalment,  said  interest  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
first  proceeds  of  the  Canal  or  Canal  Lands,  as  prescribed  in  section  six¬ 
teen  of  the  said  act,  which  are  also  applicable  to  the  reimbursement  of 
the  principal  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  terms  therein  declared;  and 
subject  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  a  contract,  bearing  date  the 
day  of  made  between  the  Governor  of  the  said  State  and  the  sub¬ 

scribers  to  the  said  loan;  provided  that  in  case  the  State  of  Illinois  shall, 
in  the  next  session  of  its  legislature,  adopt  a  financial  system  to  provide 
for  commencing  on  or  before  1st  July,  1848,  payment  of  part  of  the  accru¬ 
ing  interest  on  its  whole  debt,  and  for  the  future  payment  of  the  arrears 
of  interest  and  of  that  portion  which  from  present  inability  must  be  de¬ 
ferred,  the  holder  of  this  certificate  shall,  within  two  calender  months  af¬ 
ter  notice  from  us,  to  be  inserted  twice  in  some  newspaper  published  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  and  another  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  in  a  daily  newspaper  published  in  London,  pay  to  our  ac¬ 
count,  either  in  New  York  or  London,  at  such  times  and  in  such  propor¬ 
tions  as  we  shall  direct  by  such  notice  as  aforesaid,  the  further  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars,  or  their  equivalent,  after  which  pay¬ 
ment,  a  certificate  of  debt  for  four  hundred  dollars,  and  for  one  year’s  in¬ 
terest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  added  thereto,  shall 
be  delivered  in  lieu  of  this  certificate  or  debenture,  payable  within  six 
years  from  the  date  of  such  certificate,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from  one  year  from  the  date  of  each 
instalment,  and  to  be  paid  semi  annually  thereafter  in  New  York,  where 
the  principal  will  also  be  reimbursed  under  the  provisions  of  section  six¬ 
teen  of  the  above  mentioned  act. 

The  debenture  of  four  hundred  dollars  principal,  will  entitle  its  holder 
to  register  any  bond  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds  sterling  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  Debt,  in  order 
to  ensure  to  such  bond  the  privilege  conferred  by  section  sixteen  of  the 
State  law,  of  21st  February,  1843. 

Should,  however,  the  State  of  Illinois  fail,  in  the  next  session  of  its 
Legislature,  to  provide  for  commencing  payment  of  part  of  the  accruing 
interest  on  its  whole  debt,  and  for  the  future  payment  of  the  arrears  of 
interest  thereon,  and  of  that  portion  which,  from  present  inability,  must 
be  deferred,  the  holder  of  this  certificate  shall  be  in  no  way  bound  to  con¬ 
tribute  further  than  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  now  paid; 
and  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  a  half  dollars, 
and  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  shall, 
as  above-mentioned,  be  secured  by  and  upon  the  Canal  and  Canal  lands, 
from  the  first  proceeds  of  whxh  both  interest  and  principal  are  to  be  paid 
in  the  mariner  prescribed  in  section  sixteen  of  the  said  act  of  2lst  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1843,  and  in  a  proportionate  rate  with  the  further  sum,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  one  million,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  (inclusive  of  any  portion 
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thereof  now  subscribed)  which  may  be  subsequently  raised  for  the  com’ 
pietion  of  the  Canal. 

Provided  that  in  case  the  holder  of  this  certificate  shall  fail,  neglect,  or 
refuse,  alter  the  passing  of  such  law  as  lastly  mentioned,  to  pay  any  in¬ 
stalment,  at  the  time  and  place  called  for  by  the  said  Canal  Trustees  for 
the  lime  being,  by  such  notice  as  aforesaid,  such  holder  shall  forfeit  all 
payments  previously  made  as  a  consideration  for  or  under  this  certificate, 
and  all  benefits  arising  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act. 

The  necessary  dividend  warrants  will  be  issued  in  due  time. 

In  testimony  of  which,  we,  the  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal,  affix  hereto  our  signatures  and  the  seal  of  the  trust. 

Lockport,  ) 

Illinois,  5  lb4 

Countersigned 


Governor. 


Application  for  Certificate . 

David  Leavitt,  Esq. 

New  York , 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  circular  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co., 
and  Messrs.  Magniac,  Jardine  and  Co.  of  the  25th  June,  1844,  and  to 
the  proposal  therein  set  forth  for  a  loan  of  one  million,  six  hundred  thous¬ 
and  dollars,  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  and 
on  the  sole  security  of  the  canal  and  canal  property,  beg  to  subscribe 
for  certificates  or  debentures  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars 

principal  money  each,  and  of  the  purport  proposed  in  said  circular;  (any 
alteration  to  be  made  in  the  words  or  form  not  to  vitiate  the  substance  of  the 
engagements  or  obligations  therein  contained,)  to  be  delivered  to 
on  receipt  of  the  same  from  the  trustees  of  the  said  canal  and  canal  pro¬ 
perty,  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  on  the  whole  amount  of  one  million, 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  subscribed  lor;  and  in  payment 
thereof,  herewith  hand  you  $1 

dollars.  And  should  the  state  of  Illinois  adopt,  in  the  next  session  of  its 
legislature,  such  a  financial  system  as  is  stipulated  for  in  the  said  propos* 
ed  certificate,  hereby  engage,  within  two  calender  months  after  notice 
inserted  in  a  daily  newspaper  published  in  New  York,  to  pay  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Canal  trustees  in  New  York,  at  such  times  and  place,  and 
in  such  proportions  as  they  shall  direct  by  such  notice,  the  further  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  in  respect  of  each  certificate,  as 
specified  in  the  said  form  of  certificate:  such  payment  to  be  made  subject 
to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  said  form  of  certificate. 

further  hand  you  a  proxy,  authorizing  an  agent  or  agents  to 
be  named  by  you,  to  sign  on  behalf  the  necessary  contract  with  the 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  vote  in  the  election  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  trustees.  And  also  to  approve  of  the  deed  of  trust  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  canal  and  canal  property  to  trustees  for  the  security  of 
and  the  other  subscribers;  and  to  assent  to  such  alterations  in 
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the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois  of  20th  February,  1843,  as  may  be  deem¬ 
ed  ad.visable  or  necessary;  provided  always  that  nothing  in  such  contract, 
deed  of  trustor  alterations  in  the  act,  shall  in  any  way  increase  any  engage¬ 
ment  or  liability  on  part,  beyond  the  amount  aforesaid,  and  the 

terms  contained  in  the  said  form  of  certificate  or  debenture. 

It  is  also  expressly  understood  and  stipulated,  that,  if  on  or  before  the 
1st  of  May,  1845,  the  sums  of  money  collectively  subsc  ibed  for  do  not 
amount  to  one  million,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  sums  of 
moneys  paid  do  not  amount  in  the  whole  to  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  then  you  are  to  return  to  the  sum  of  $ 

,  now  paid  to  you,  and  this  engagement  on  part, 

shall  in  that  case  become  void  and  of  none  effect. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  1844. 


Form  of  Proxy. 

as  subscriber  of  dollars  or  and  conditionally  of 

a  further  sum  of  dollars  or  toward  the  loan  of 

one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal,  hereby  authorize  and  appoint 

jointly  and  severally  proxies,  for  and  in 

name,  to  enter  into  and  sign  a  contract  with  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  for  raising  a  loan  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
of  the  21st  February,  1843;  also  to  vote  in  the  election  and  nomination  of 
trustees  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act;  also  to  approve  of  the  trust  deed, 
and  to  assent  or  dissent  from  such  alterations  in  the  said  act  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  Illinois  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
amended  proposal  for  the  said  loan. 

Dated  this  day  of  1844. 

Signature, 

Signature  of  Witness , 


Illinois 
Leg  is. 
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SENATE. 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session, 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  S  SALARY. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  6,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  on 
the  subject  of  a  reduction  of  his  salary: 

COMMUNICATION: 

To  the  Hon .  the  Senate , 

and  House  of  Representatives: 

A  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  has  been  communicated  to  me,  request- 
ing  the  Governor,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  relinquish  to 
the  State,  such  an  amount  of  their  salaries,  as  will  be  equivalent  to  25 
percent  thereon,  beginning  with  the  year  1845. 

The  mere  mntterof  money,  with  me,  is  of  butlitfle  concern.  I  could, 
perhaps,  live  in  a  manner  as  much  to  my  satisfaction,  upon  a  little,  as 
upon  a  great  deal,  and  if  I  could  be  left  to  act  freely  and  voluntarily  as 
befits  the  incumbent  of  the  Executive  department;  one  of  the  independ¬ 
ent,  co  ordinate  departments  of  the  Government,  equal  in  its  sphere  to 
the  Legislature  in  theirs;  and  if  I  could  be  assured  of  payment  in  good 
money,  lor  the  residue  of  salary  not  relinquished,  no  member  of  the  Le¬ 
gislature  would  be  more  willing  to  make  sacrifices  of  self-interest,  at  the 
shrine  of  patriotism.  But  before  1  consent  to  this  I  have  a  right  to  be  assur¬ 
ed,  that  what  I  may  agree  to  take,  will  be  worth  something.  In  fact  I 
have  been  acting  upon  the  principle  of  this  resolution,  for  the  last  two 
years,  by  receiving  less  compensation  than  was  guaranteed  by  the  law 
and  the  Constitution.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  truest  economy,  would 
consist  in  providing  such  a  revenue,  as  to  keep  Auditor’s  warrants  at  par. 
Every  thing  then  could  be  done  cheaper;  and  in  such  a  case,  I,  for  one, 
would  greatly  prefer,  to  relinquish  a  portion  of  my  salary  to  the  State, 
than  to  lose  it  by  being  shaved  by  the  brokers. 

In  making  these  observations,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood,  as  mak- 
ing  any  kind  of  promise  to  relinquish  any  portion  of  my  salary.  This  I 
state  for  the  sake  of  the  principle  which  1  think  is  involved,  in  this  re¬ 
quest  of  the  two  Houses.  I  respectfully  protest  against  the  right  of  the 
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Legislature  ‘to  make  such  a  request.  There  is  a  principle  of  constitu¬ 
tional  law;  of  free  Government;  of  the  separation  of  the  powers  of  gov¬ 
ernment  into  three  departments;  of  the  complete  independence  of  each, 
on  the  others;  and  of  the  system  of  checks  and  balances,  which  all  free 
constitutions  must  contain,  involved  in  this  request,  which  ought  not  to 
permit  me,  even  for  my  own  advantage,  to  comply  with  its  terms. 

The  separation  of  the  powers  of  Government  into  Legislative,  Judicial 
and  Executive  Departments;  and  confiding  these  departments  to  separate 
bodies  of  magistracy;  so  that  each  may  be  exercised  independently  of 
the  other,  is  justly  esteemed  one  of  the  grandest  discoveries  in  political 
science;  and  the  practical  operation  of  this  discovery,  in  modern  times, 
has  done  more,  for  human  liberty,  than  all  other  discoveries  put  to¬ 
gether. 

With  a  view  to  secure  the  independence  of  the  Executive  and  Judi¬ 
cial  departments,  the  Constitution  has  provided,  that  the  Governor  and 
Judges  shall  receive  an  adequate  salary,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office.  It  is  true,  that  the  Legislature  do  not 
propose  a  reduction  of  salaries,  without  the  consent  of  the  incumbents; 
nor  does  the  request  of  your  honorable  bodies  express  on  its  face,  any 
threat  to  extort  this  consent,  but  the  moral  influence  of  such  a  request, 
coming  as  it  docs,  from  a  numerous  assembly,  the  immediate  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people,  and  composed  of  the  principal  men  in  the  State,  it 
was  supposed,  would  carry  with  it  something  of  coercion  to  a  Governor 
and  Judges,  anxious  for  a  good  understanding  with  the  legislative  power; 
and  for  the  good  opinion  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

In  this  mode,  such  a  request  might  amount  to  an  attempt  at  coercion. 
There  are  other  modes  of  coercion,  besides  the  employment  of  physical 
force,  an  appeal  to  the  interests;  to  the  fears;  or  to  the  love  of  popularity, 
inherent  in  each  department,  may  be  as  efficacious  in  destroying  the  bal¬ 
ances  in  the  constitution,  as  violence  itself. 

Considering  the  matter  in  this  light;  feeling  my  obligation  under  the 
constitution,  to  sustain  the  independence  of  that  department  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent;  and  being  unwilling  from 
any  want  of  firmness  on  my  part,  to  be  accessary  to  a  precedent,  which 
I  believe,  is  now  for  the  first  time  attempted  in  the  United  States;  and 
which  may  lead  to  a  consolidation  of  all  the  powers  of  Government  into 
the  hands  of  a  single  department,  I  have  felt  it  to  he  my  duty,  at  the  risk 
of  being  misinterpreted;  and  of  forfeiting  somewhat  of  the  good  will  of 
my  fellow  citizens,  respectfully,  but  firmly,  to  resist  this  temptation,  which 
is  now  offered  to  court  public  favor;  that  I  may  thereby,  preserve  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  Executive  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 

Springfield ,  January  6,  1845. 


Illinois 

Legis. 


SENATE. 


(14th  Assem. 
£  1st  Session. 


CANAL  AGENTS  SENT  TO  EUROPE. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  6,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Governor  transmitted  to  the  Senate  the  following  communication 
on  the  subject  of  Canal  Agents  sent  to  Europe: 

COMMUNICATION: 

Executive  Department, 

Spring  field,  December  23,  1844. 

To  the  Senate: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  requesting  the  Gover¬ 
nor  to  inform  them  of  the  amount  already  expended  in  sending  commis- 
sioners  to  England  to  negotiate  the  canal  loan,  and  also  what  number  of 
commissioners  are  now  out  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  &c.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  State  that  in  March,  18 43,  1  appointed  Michael  Ryan  and 
Charles  Oakley  to  proceed  to  England,  for  the  purposes  contemplated  in 
the  resolution. 

In  the  winter  of  1843,-4,1  authorized  Michael  Ryan,  to  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  so  as  to  be  there  upon  the  arrival  of  the  report  of  Governor  Davis 
and  Capt.  Swift;  and  to  close  the  negotiation. 

In  the  summer  of  1844,  I  was  advised  by  Charles  Oakley,  that  he  had 
returned  to  Europe  for  the  like  purpose;  and  recently,  I  have  been  advised 
that  Mr.  Oakley  and  Mr.  Leavitt  have  again  returned  to  England  to  so¬ 
licit  the  European  bondholders  to  increase  their  subscriptions  upon  the 
bonds  held  by  them. 

The  return  of  Air.  Oakley  the  two  last  times,  and  the  present  agency 
of  Air.  Leavitt,  were  entirely  voluntary  On  their  part;  and  1  am  not  ad¬ 
vised  that  they  expect  any  compensation. 

The  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  as  stated  in  my  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  is  all  that  I  have  paid  on  account  of  this 
negotiation. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  FORD. 


Illinois  J 
LiEHIS.  \ 


SENATE. 


i  4th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


AGENTS  TO  SELECT  LANDS. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  6,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Tun  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  report  from  the  Audi¬ 
tor  of  Public  Accounts: 

REPORT: 

Auditor’s  Office,  December  27,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable , 

The  Speaker  of  the  Senate , 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honorable,  the  Senate,  directing 
the  “Auditor  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the  sums  paid  to  each  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  select  the  lands  granted  by  the 
United  States  to  the  State  of  Illinois, under  the  distribution  act,  the  time 
each  was  employed  as  such  commissioner,  and  also  all  other  expenses 
ari.-ing  out  of  such  selection,”  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

Allow  me  to  respectfully  refer  the  Honorable,  the  Senate,  to  a  tabular 
statement  accompanying  this  communication,  and  to  the  report  ot  my 
predecessor,  the  Hon.  James  Shields,  pages  12  and  13;  a  copy  of  which, 
please  receive  accompanying  this  communication,  for  the  amounts  paid 
to  each  commissioner  respectively;  and  to  my  report  submitted  to  your 
honorable  body  on  the  5th  inst.,  pages  10,  and  following. 

Governor  Carlin  made  an  advance  of  $100,  in  Auditor’s  warrants,  then 
at  a  depreciation  of  more  than  50  cents  on  the  dollar,  to  each  of  the 
persons  appointed  to  make  the  selections  alluded  to  in  the  resolution. 

The  table -shows  the  amount  paid  to  each  commissioner  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  days  they  were  respectively  employed,  with  the  exception  of  W. 
L.  D.  Ewing;  he  also  received  an  advance  of  $100  in  warrants. 

The  said  Ewing  was  employed  six  or  eight  days,  (not  now  recollected 
which)  in  going  to  Quincy  horn  his  residence  in  Hillsboro’,  Montgo¬ 
mery  county,  under  the  order  of  the  Governor  to  receive  instructions,  and 
returning,  through  this  city,  home.  He  was  employed  some  four  days  on 
his  way  to  and  returning  from  the  ground  selected  for  his  operations;  and- 
having  left  a  sick  family  at  home,  he  employed  William  S.  Prentice,  Esq. 
(12) 
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a  highly  respectable,  citizen  of  Shelby  county,  to  take  his  place,  and  pro* 
ceed  l.o  the  ground  to  make  the  required  selections. 

The  said  Ewing  advanced  to  Mr.  Prentice  all  the  funds  he  had  left, 
which  were  altogether  in  State  paper,  then  at  a  depreciation  equal  to  that 
of  wa  r  rants. 

Mr.  Prentice  proceeded  to  the  place  of  operations  and  found  the 
ground  occupied  by  Col.  Greenup,  who  continued  and  completed  the  se¬ 
lections  that  said  Ewing  was  to  have  made  by  his  friend  Col.  Prentice. 

Col.  Prentice,  I  have  good  reason  to  know,  expended  more  money  (if 
what  he  had  could  be  called  money)  on  outfit  and  in  the  performance  of 
the  journey  to  and  from  the  place  of  operations  than  had  been  advanced 
to  him.  Col.  Greenup,  being  in  possession  of  the  ground  set  apart  for  my 
operations,  refused  to  surrender  to  Mr.  Prentice,  by  which  means,  we 
jointly  suffered  a  greater  loss  than  the  amount  received  by  me  from  the 
State:  and  the  said  Ewing  holds  himself  bound  to  make  Col.  Prentice 
further  reasonable  remuneration  for  his  services  when  demanded. 

If,  upon  this  frank  statement  of  facts,  a  majority  of  the  honorable  Sen¬ 
ate,  should  require  the  said  Ewing  to  return  into  the  Treasury  $100  in 
Auditor’s  warrants,  or  any  other  reasonable  amount,  he  holds  himself  in 
readiness,  at  any  time,  to  comply  with  their  order  on  the  subject. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  all  these  transactions  occurred  under  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  late  Governor  Carlin,  and  before  I  came  into  office: 
that  the  appointments  of  the  commissioners,  with  the  sole  exception  of 
Hon.  D.  iVlarkley,  were  made  by  him;  that  the  contracts  were  ail  made  by 
Governor  Canin  with  these  commissioners,  with  the  aforesaid  exception. 

It  will  be  further  recollected  by  the  Hon.  Senate,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  breaking  up  of  the  P»anks  of  the  State,  their  paper  became  ruin¬ 
ously  depreciated,  and  that  all  Auditor’s  warrants  were  payable  at  the 
State  Bank  in  its  paper.  It  is  well  known  that  warrants  or  State  Bank 
paper  could  not  command  specie  at  scarcely  any  price;  and  hence  the 
currency,  used  for  preparations  and  travelling  expenses,  was  so  odious  that 
it  could  not  in  some  cases,  be  passed  at  all;  and  in  all  others,  it  was 
taken  with  great  unwillingness.  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  com¬ 
municated  a  letter  to  me  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  “A.” 
accompatiies  this  report  at  his  request. 

j\To  other  expenses  were  incurred  in  the  selection  and  appraisement  of 
the  State  lands,  granted  by  Congress  than  such,  set  forth  in  this  report  as 
I  am  at  present  advised. 

All  of  which  is  most  repcctfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWENG,  Auditor . 
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A  STATEMENT  showing  the  amount  paid  to  Agents,  for  ilieir  servi¬ 
ces  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands  granted  to  the  Stale  of  Illinois  by  the 
United  States . 


To  whom  paid. 

Days. 

Amount  paid. 

Remarks. 

Win.  C.  Greenup, 

120 

$600 

same 

100 

This  sum  was  allowed  by  Gov. 

Carlin  for  depreciation  in 

I.  S.  Berry, 

104 

520 

funds. 

Jno.  B.  Young, 

92 

460 

Wm.  H.  Carlin, 

82 

410 

Samuel  W,  Rogers, 

60 

300 

Jacob  Judy, 

117 

585 

same 

15 

75 

Selecting  Canal  lands. 

N.  E.  Whiteside, 

32 

160 

same 

15 

75 

Selecting  Canal  lands. 

Wm.  Carlin, 

100 

509 

Approved  by  Gov.  Ford. 

Samuel  Whiteside, 

104 

520 

a  a  a 

W.  L.  D.  Ewing, 

100 

D.  Mai  kley, 

51 

153 

Approved  by  Gov.  Ford. 

same 

15 

For  use  of  a  hired  horse.  Ap- 

- - 

proved  bv  Gov.  Ford. 

Total, 

892 

$4,573 

. 

All  of  the  above  accounts  were  approved  by  Governor  Carlin,  except 
those  marked  “approved  by  Gov.  Ford.” 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor. 


A. 

Springfield,  December  27,  1841. 

General  Ewing:  I  have  been  informed  that  the  General  Assembly 
have  called  upon  you  for  the  accounts  of  the  agents  appointed  in  1842,  to 
select  lands  for  the  State.  The  greater  part  of  those  accounts  were  paid 
by  meat  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  day,  in  pursuance  of  contacts  for 
that  price  with  my  predecessor,  who  appointed  those  agents. 

The  contracts  were  made,  and  also  paid,  at  a  time  when  all  accounts 
were  payable  in  Shawneetown  and  State  Bank  paper,  which  was  at  fifty- 
per  cent,  discount,  which  made  the  compensation  of  those  agents  really 
amount  to  no  more  than  two  dollars  and  one  half  per  day  each. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  communicate  copies  ot  this  letter 
in  explanation  of  those  accounts. 

1  am,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  FORD. 

Judge  Markley  was  appointed  by  myself  and  his  case  is  not  intended 
to  be  embraced  in  the  above  letter. 

(Signed) 


THOMAS  FORD. 
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Illinois 
Leg  is. 


SENATE. 


5  14tii  Assebk* 
{1st  Session. 


AMOUNT  OF  BONDS,  SCRIP,  &c.,  IN  THE  TREASURY. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  16,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  communication  from 

the  Treasurer,  giving  the  amount  of  bonds,  scrip,  &c.,  in  the  Treas¬ 
ury: 

COMMUNICATION: 

I  1  . 

Treasurer’s  Office,  Illinois,  ) 
Springfield,  January  16,  1845.5 

To  the  Hon .  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  res¬ 
olution,  viz: 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the 
amount  of  State  bonds,  also  the  amount  of  internal  improvement  and 
canal  scrip,  and  all  other  funds  now  in  the  Treasury,  together  with  the 
several  amounts  of  interest  which  had  accrued  thereon  at  the  time  such 
bonds,  scrip,  or  other  funds  were  returned  to  the  State;  and  also  to  report 
on  what  account  the  said  scrip  or  bonds  have  been  received.” 

In  answer  to  the  above  resolution  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  that  on  the  15th  of  March,  18-13,  I  received  of  Thomas  JVJather,  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  bond  given  by  the  citizens  of  Springfield  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  in  canal  scrip,  received  on  account  of  said  bond,  the  sum  of  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  interest  on  the  same  up  to  that 
time,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents;  making  in  the  whole  in  canal  scrip,  including  interest, 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents. 

On  the  19th  June,  1843,  I  received  of  Thomas  Mather,  on  the  above 
account  in  internal  improvement  scrip,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  thirty  cents;  interest  on  the  same  up  to 
that  time,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  eleven 
cents;  making  the  sum  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  dol¬ 
lars  and  forty  one  cents. 

I  have  received  of  internal  improvement  scrip,  for  internal  improve¬ 
ment  property,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  one  dol¬ 
lars  and  seventy-one  cents,  interest  on  the  same  up  to  the  time  it  was  re¬ 
ceived,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty-four 
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cents;  making  of  scrip,  including  interest,  received  on  account  of  inter¬ 
nal  improvement  property,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dollars  and  twenty  five  cents. 

I  have  received  on  account  of  internal  improvement  property,  in  the 
shape  of  notes,  bonds,  &c.,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  nine  cents;  all  of  which  sums  have  been  paid  over  by 
me  to  the  Governor,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  a  report,  made  by 
him,  to  the  Senate  a  few  days  since. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  CARPENTER,  Treasurer. 
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SENATE. 


Illinois/ 
Leo  s.  \ 


I  4th  Assem. 
1st  Session* 


CONTRACT  FOR  BINDING. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  20,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Constable,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to  the  recent  contract  for  binding 
for  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  first  object  of  the  committee  was  to  determine  what  were  the  ex¬ 
isting  provisions  of  law  pertaining  to  the  subject  of  their  designated  en¬ 
quiries.  Upon  examination  they  ascertained  that  by  an  act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  force,  Febru¬ 
ary  23, 1813,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  required,  after  giving  six  weeks* 
notice  of  the  time  of  so  doing,  to  be  published  in  one  of  the  newspapers 
printed  at  the  city  of  Springfield,  and  one  at  the  city  of  Chicago,  to  con¬ 
tract  with  some  responsible  book  binder  or  binders  residing  within  the 
State  of  Illinois,  before  the  commencement  of  each  regular  or  special 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  for  doing  the  folding, 
stitching  and  binding  of  the  approaching  session.  The  first  section  of 
this  act  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  provisions,  prescribes  the  maximum 
prices  to  be  paid  for  the  several  descriptions  of  work  to  be  embraced  in 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  and  the  character  and  quality  of  the  work  to 
be  done. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  is  in  the  following  words,  and  is  com¬ 
mended  by  the  committee  to  the  special  notice  of  the  Senate.  See  Laws 
18l2-’3,  pages  l?3-’4. 

‘•Sec.  2.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  required  and  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  binding  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  specified  at  less 
prices  than  therein  named  if  in  his  power  to  do  so.” 

These  two  sections  comprise  the  entire  law  connected  with  the  subject 
under  consideration,  so  far  as  the  coinmittee  are  informed,  and  bv  their 
provisions  is  the  legality  of  the  contract  recently  entered  into  to  be  tested. 

Having  thus  determined  upon  what  constituted  the  existing  law,  the 
next  duty  devolving  upon  the  committee  was  to  enquire  whether  this 
law  had  been  complied  with  in  making  the  recent  contract,  and  if  not,  to 
discover  in  what  particulars  the  same  had  been  infringed.  To  enable  our- 
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selves  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion  upon  this  division  of  our  enquiries* 
the  committee  called  before  them  such  persons  as  were  presumed  to  be 
cognizant  of  the  facts  sought  to  be  discovered  and  proceeded  to  examine 
them  careful1)'  in  relation  thereto.  From  these  examinations  we  glean¬ 
ed  the  following  facts,  the  truth  of  which  was  conceded  by  each  of  the 
contracting  parties. 

On  the  16th  October  last,  a  notice  was  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of 
Slate,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act 
above  recited,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  for  publication  to  a  paper  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  another  to  the  office  of  the  State  Register, 
a  paper  published  in  the  city  of  Springfield.  By  this  notice  the  Secreta¬ 
ry  of  State  advertised  that  he  would  receive,  until  the  6th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  next  thereafter,  from  responsible  book-hinder  or  hinders  residing  in 
this  State,  proposals  for  doing  the  folding,  stitching  and  binding  of  the 
then  approaching  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  specifying  the  kinds 
and  quality  of  the  work  to  he  contracted  for,  and  that  the  same  would 
be  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  approved  February  23,  1843,  and  entitled  “An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  ‘An  act  providing  for  the  binning  of  the  laws  and  journals,*  ap¬ 
proved,  January  31,  ISltV’  a  copy  of  which  notice  accompanies  this  re¬ 
port.  This  notice  first  appeared  in  the  State  Register  in  the  issue  of  the 
2.) th  October.  At  what  time  it  was  first  published  in  the  paper  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  the  committee  has  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  nor  do  they  deem  it 
material  that  they  should  have  done  so. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November,  ten  days  before  the  time  specified  in 
the  Secretary's  notice,  up  to  a  hich  lie  would  receive  proposals,  and  little 
more  than  four  weeks  after  the  first  publication  of  the  notice,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  entered  into  a  contract  with  Walters  &  Weber  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  Stale  Register,  for  the  folding,  stitching  and  binding,  & c.  at 
prices  stipulated  in  a  written  agreement,  a  copy  of  which  is  furnished 
herewith.  Some  of  these  prices  are  nominally  under  those  specified  in 
the  law,  while  one  will  he  found  to  reach  the  maximum  there  fixed.  In 
reply  to  our  inquiry  why  this  was  done,  we  were  referred  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  to  the  second  section  of  the  said  act  already  recited.  Upon 
his  construction  of  this  section  of  the  law,  and  the  fact  that  the  prices 
agiced  upon  between  him  and  the  contractors,  Walters  &  Weber,  are 
lower  to  some  extent  and  do  not  in  any  particular  exceed  those  stipu¬ 
lated  in  the  law,  the  Secretary  of  State  relies  for  his  justification.  How 
far  he  will  he  sustained  in  this  construction,  and  whether  the  contract 
entered  into  in  accordance  therewith,  will  he  ratified  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  remains  to  be  determined  upon  by  that  body.  The  Secretary 
construes  this  section  so  as  to  require  and  authorize  him  to  contract  at 
any  time,  with  or  without  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  said  act,  if  any  opportunity  offer  for  so  doing,  at  less  prices 
than  those  stipulated  in  said  act.  This  construction  is  certainly  at  variance 
with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  law,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  must  be  so  regarded.  The  section  meant  nothing  more  than  to 
secure  to  ihe  State  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  competition  in  bid¬ 
ding,  and  any  construction  which  precludes  such  competition  is  at  war 
not  only  with  the  interests  of  the  State  but  is  inconsistent  with  the  plain 
and  obvious  meaning  of  the  act.  This  too  appears  to  have  been  the  view 
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of  the  subject  entertained  by  the  Secretary  of  State  himself  at  the  time 
of  the  publication  of  his  notice  heretofore  referred  to,  the  language  of 
which  is  in  accordance  therewith. 

In  relation  to  the  last  subject  of  enquiry  assigned  to  the  committee,  as 
to  what  proposals  were  offered  to  the  Secretary  and  their  purport,  the 
committee  can  only  say:  That  beside  the  contract  entered  into  with 
Walters  &  Weber,  a  copy  of  which  is  made  to  accompany  this  report, 
Caleb  Birchall  presented  his  proposals  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
4th  December,  which  were  rejected  on  account  of  the  prior  contract. 
Between  this  contract  and  the  proposals  of  Birchall  there  is  a  marked 
difference  estimated  to  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  ten  thous¬ 
and  dollars  in  favor  of  Birchall’s  proposal,  which  amount  might  have  been 
saved  to  the  State  under  the  construction  of  the  law,  advocated  by  the 
committee.  In  addiltpn  to  this,  the  committee  ascertained  that  on  the 
6th  December,  Mr.  E.  Goudy  submitted  proposals,  the  details  of  which 
are  not  known  to  the  committee;  the  aggregate  difference  between  the 
proposals  of  Birchall  and  Goudy  is  stated  to  be  about  six  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.  Messrs.  Bradford  &l  Johnson  would  have  offered  proposals,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  conclusion  of  the  contract  with  Walters  & 
Weber,  in  whose  contract  they  subsequently  became  interested  as  parties, 
they  executing  the  work  and  receiving  a  share  of  the  profits. 

In  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  and  after  a  careful  examination 
of  all  the  circumstances  and  facts  connected  therewith,  the  committee 
have  unanimously  decided  that  in  their  opinion  the  contract  entered  into 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  with  Walters  &  Weber  on  the  26th  Novem¬ 
ber,  1844,  for  the  folding,  stitching  and  binding  of  this  General  Assembly 
was  notin  accordance  with  the  law,  and  is  wholly  null,  void  and  not  ob¬ 
ligatory  upon  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  committee,  therefore,  unanimously  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  joint  resolutions: 

Resolved ,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois ,  That  the 
contract  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  State  with  Walters  &  Weber 
on  the  26th  day  of  November,  1844,  for  the  folding,  stitching  and  bin¬ 
ding  of  this  General  Assembly  was  not  in  accordance  with  law,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  null,  void,  and  not  obligatory  upon  this  State. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  instructed  after  giving  four 
weeks’  notice  thereof,  to  receive  proposals  for  doing  the  said  work  as  di¬ 
rected  in  the  act  approved,  February  23,  1843,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
said  time  for  so  receiving  proposals,  he  let  the  said  work  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder  therefor,  as  is  provided  for  in  said  act. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 

CHARLES  H.  CONSTABLE, 

Chairman  of  Select  Committee • 
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Illinois 
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(14tii  A  ssem. 
I  1st  Session. 


REPEAL  OF  THE  COMMON  LAW. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  28,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Forman,  from  the  committee  on  the  .ludiciarv,  to  whom  was  refer- 

■»  * 

red  the  petitions  of  sundry  citizens  ot  Marshall  and  Peoria  counties, 

made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  were  referred  two  several 
petitions  from  Jesse  Sawyer  and  other  citizens  of  Marshall  county,  pray¬ 
ing  the  abrogation  of  the  common  law,  together  with  a  change  in  the 
proceedings  of  our  courts,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  re¬ 
port  adversely  to  the  prayers  of  the  said  petitioners.  The  committee 
are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  views  of  the  petitioners,  however 
honestly  entertained,  are  based  in  error.  That  a  prejudiced  investiga¬ 
tion  of  a  subject  with  which  they  cannot  he  presumed  to  be  very  con¬ 
versant,  has  led  them  to  conclusions  inconsistent  with  sound  policy,  un¬ 
sustained  by  reason  and  incompatible  with  truth.  Your  committee  are 
convinced  that  although  the  administration  of  law  may  be  liable  to  ob¬ 
jections,  as  must  be  all  human  inventions,  yet  that  were  the  prayers  of 
the  petitioners  granted  those  objections  would  be  incalculably  increased, 
and  society  thrown  back  into  that  chaotic  existence  from  which  no¬ 
thing  has  so  much  tended  to  rescue  it  as  have  the  benign  and  wise  pro¬ 
visions  of  that  very  Common  Law  of  which  they  complain. 

The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  dissenting  from  the  doctrines  ad¬ 
vocated  in  said  petitions,  report  the  same  back  to  the  Senate  and  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  their  further  consideration. 
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DEMANDS  OF  THE  STATE  AGAINST  JOHN  TILLSON,  Jr. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  31,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Forman,  from  the  joint  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Governor’s  communication,  touching  the  transactions  of 
the  Fund  Commissioner’s  office  as  relates  to  the  demands  of  the  State 
against  John  Tillson,  Jr.,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  committee  have  patiently  examined  the  subject,  and  now 
submit  a  statement  of  the  facts  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  drawn  out 
on  examination,  and  which  your  committee  believe  is  all  that  is  necessa¬ 
ry  or  important  in  bringing  this  question  to  a  final  determination. 

In  the  spring  of  1841,  Gen.  Whiteside,  then  Fund  Commissioner  of 
the  State,  visited  New  York,  and  being  authorized  to  compound  and  set¬ 
tle  certain  debts  due  to  the  State,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  State  debt,  which  would  fall  due  on  the 
first  of  July  following,  found  John  Delaficld  indebted  to  the  State  in  the 
sum  of  $>433,893  84  for  bonds  sold  to  him  by  Messrs.  Rawlings,  Oakley 
and  Reynolds  on  a  credit,  and  without  security.  This  debt  had  already 
become  desperate,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  in  great 
danger  of  being  lost.  Mr.  John  Tillson,  Jr.,  being  then  in  New  York, 
and  learning  the  precarious  situation  of  the  debt,  and  being  desirous  of 
saving  as  much  as  possible  to  the  State,  and,  at  the  same  time,  believing 
that  he  might  advance  his  own  interest  thereby,  proposed  to  assume  the 
payment  of  $‘229,446  92  to  the  State,  in  State  indebtedness,  being  the 
one-half  of  the  Delafield  debt.  Our  fund  Commissioner,  in  the  hope  of 
securing  to  the  State  as  much  of  the  debt  as  possible,  and  believing  that 
the  other  half  would  be  rendered  less  liable  to  be  lost,  accepted  t lie  pro¬ 
position  made  by  Mr  'Tillson,  and  agreed  to  receive  his  four  seVeial  notes 
of  hand  ot  $57,361  73  each,  payable  in  one,  two,  three  and  lour  years, 
with  interest  from  the  date  thereof,  April  21,  1841,  the  lastof  which  will 
fall  due  April  21,  1845.  Mr,  Tiiison,  the  better  to  secure  the  payment 
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of  these  notes,  assigned  to  the  State,  the  entire  stock  in  the  “Quincy 
Ho  use*’  and  executed  to  the  State  a  mortgage  of  the  same  and  its  furni- 

<13  ' 

tore,  estimated  to  be  worth  $100,000.  Upon  the  execution  and  delivery 
of  the  notes  and  mortgage,  Gen.  Whiteside,  the  Fund  Commissioner,  re¬ 
leased  the  said  Delafieid  from  the  payment  of  $229,445  92,  being  the 
one-half  of  the  debt  which  he  owed  to  the  State.  No  part  of  the  re¬ 
maining  half  has  ever  yet  been  recovered,  and  from  all  the  committee  can 
learn,  is  a  total  loss  to  the  State.  The  half  assumed  by  Mr.  Tillson  still 
remains  unpaid.  In  addition  to  this,  the  committee  in  further  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  their  inquires,  ascertained  that  Gen.  Whiteside,  then  about  to 
visit  London  on  public  business,  left  on  deposit  with  Mr.  Tillson,  forty 
Slate  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  to  be  re-delivered  on  demand. 
These  bonds  were  used  by  Mr.  Tillson,  in  addition  to  the  amount  he  re¬ 
alized  from  said  Delafieid,  it  appears,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay  all  the 
incumbrances  due  upon  the  property  given  as  security  to  the  State. 
This  amount,  therefore,  added  to  the  amount  assumed  of  the  Delafieid 
debt,  increases  the  aggregate  indebtedness  of  Mr.  Tillson  to  the  State 
to  $269,446  92,  exclusive  of  interest. 

The  committee,  feeling  anxious  to  secure  to  the  State  all  they  could  in 
this  transaction,  felt  constrained  to  inquire  into  the  private  affairs  of  Mr. 
Tillson,  in  the  hope  of  discovering  means  to  pay  some  portion  of  this 
unsettled  demand.  Mr.  Tillson,  at  their  instance,  came  before  them,  and 
exhibited  a  schedule  of  his  liabilities,  and  also,  a  list  of  assets  in  his 
hands  to  meet  them,  and  offered  to  verify  the  same  upon  oath.  The  com¬ 
mittee  interrogated  him  touching  the  correctness  of  these  liabilities  and 
the  value  of  the  assets,  and  became  convinced  of  his  entire  inability  to 
pav  any  tiling  more  than  is  already  secured  to  the  State. 

It  became  important  for  the  committee  to  ascertain  the  true  condition 
of  the  property  taken  from  Mr.  Tillson  by  the  Fund  Commissioner  as 
security,  and  they  believe  it  to  be  unincumbered.  Your  committee 
unhesitatingly  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  all  that  chn  be  expected  to 
be  realized  from  Mr.  Tillson  is  the  “Quincy  House”  and  furniture,  and 
as  the  last  instalment  will  fall  due  on  the  21st  day  of  April  next,  no  pro¬ 
ceedings  can  he  had  upon  the  mortgage  to  foreclose  it  until  after  that 
time.  They  submit,  therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature, 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  close  by 
compromise,  rather  than  by  a  prosecution  of  the  claim  upon  the  mort¬ 
gage. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  their  sur¬ 
prise  at  the  course  pursued  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  in  their  sale  of  these  bonds  to  John  Delafieid,  without  taking  any 
kind  of  security  therefor. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  Gen.  White- 
side,  in  his  entering  into  the  contract  with  Mr.  Tillson,  has  saved  the 
“Quincy  House*’  and  furniture  out  of  the  general  ruin  which  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  contract  with  John  Delafieid  has  brought  upon  the  State,  and 
the  facts  in  evidence  before  them  are  such  as  to  make  it  perfectly  appa¬ 
rent  that,  but  for  the  arrangement  and  agency  through  Mr.  Tillson, 
nothing  could  have  been  realized  from  the  claim  against  said  Delafieid. 
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They,  therefore,  propose  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  as  ex  officio  Fund  Com¬ 
missioner,  be  required  to  receive  from  John  Tillson,  Jr.,  his  satisfactory 
deed  of  conveyance  of  the  “Quincy  House,”  and  lots  appertaining  there¬ 
to,  together  with  an  absolute  bill  of  sale  to  the  State  of  Illinois  of  all 
the  furniture  belonging  to  the  same,  and  that  possession  thereof  be  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Governor,  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
April,  1845;  and  upon  the  execution  and  delivery  of  said  deed  and  bill 
of  sale  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Governor  is  required  to  execute  and  de¬ 
liver  to  the  said  John  Tillson,  Jr.,  a  full  and  satisfactory  discharge  and 
release  from  all  his  liabilities  to  said  State,  and  to  cancel  all  obliga¬ 
tions  now  held  by  said  State  against  said  John  Tillson,  Jr. 


■  :  .  ‘M  '  ■  ' 


&m> 


■ 

•  *v  v  , ;  • 


0 

»  ■  •  nup'H 

<  '  ,  > 

■  ib  m  .  n  -  "  •  ^  .  w\\n  ■ .  *  ' 

tis  ; .  ■■  w  ■■  '  w*  * 

rl  ;;  ,  .  ;  r  .  -  :  ;  •'  '■  •  : 

^  «e 

t  . 

I 


,  * 

* 


«  *  v 


•  • 


\ 


:v  *'• 


* 


>  , 


i 


•f 


'  ,  -  . 


.  • 


SENATE. 


Illinois 

Legis. 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


RELINQUISHMENT  OF  A  PORTION  OF  THE  SALARIES  OF 

THE  SUPREME  JUDGES. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  communication  from 

the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court: 

COMMUNICATION. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

The  undersigned  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  have  the  honor  severally  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  joint 
resolution  requesting  us  to  relinquish  to  the  State,  twenty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  amount  payable  to  us  annually  on  account  of  our  salaries,  commen¬ 
cing  with  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  answer  thereto  respectfully  submit  the 
following  reply: 

That  while  we  see  and  regret,  in  common  with  the  members  of  the 
two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  State,  and  would  if  in  our  power,  most  cordially  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  them  in  promoting  any  just  and  reasonable  measure,  which 
might  be  calculated  in  its  effects,  to  accomplish  so  desirable  a  result,  as 
that  which  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  your  resolution;  we  nevertheless 
believe,  that  our  salaries  as  now  established  by  law  and  the  constitution, 
are  not  more  than  adequate  to  the  labor  we  perform;  and  as  the  sum 
which  would  be  thus  saved  to  the  people,  would  be  too  inconsiderable  in 
amount  to  effect  any  valuable  purpose,  in  answering  the  large  demands 
which  in  various  other  ways  may  be  made  upon  the  Treasury ;  that  public 
justice,  and  public  expediency,  do  not  demand  such  a  sacrifice  at  our 
hands;  and  that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  stations  we 
occupy,  as  a  co-ordinate  and  independent  Department  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  respectfully  to  decline  a  compliance  with  your  request.  In  regard 
to  the  amount  of  our  compensation,  it  will  be  seen  by  an  examination  and 
comparison  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  our  sister  States  with  our 
own,  that  the  judges  in  but  few,  if  any  of  the  States,  perform  as  much 
service  in  corresponding  stations,  as  in  this  State;  and  that  there  is  no 
State  in  the  Union,  with  the  same  number  of  counties  and  population, 
and  with  the  like  extent  of  territory,  where  the  judicial  department  is 
maintained  at  so  small  an  expense  to  the  people. 
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In  the  State  of  New  York  for  example,  each  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Spreme  Court  receives  an  annual  salary  of  $3,000,  the  Chancellor 
$3,000,  the  Vice  Chancellor  $2,000,  the  Circuit  Judges  $1,600,  and  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  the 
two  Associate  Justices,  each  the  sum  of  $2,500,  making  an  annual  charge 
of  about  $34,000.  In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  court  of  Common  Pleas, 
in  each  county,  holding  quarterly  sessions  and  composed  of  a  first  Judge, 
and  four  associate  judges,  who  received  per  diem  compensation  for  their 
services  amounting  in  the  aggregate,  throughout  the  State  as  far  as  we 
can  ascertain,  to  more  than  $20,000. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  receives 
$3,600,  and  the  four  associate  justices,  $2,400  each,  and  in  adddition  to 
their  salaries,  $4  per  day,  while  on  their  circuit,  for  travelling  expenses. 
By  a  law  passed  in  1843,  the  salaries  of  those  who  may  succeed  the  pres¬ 
ent  incumbents,  are  reduced,  that  of  the  Chief  Justice  to  $1,800,  and  the 
Associate  Justices  to  $1,600,  and  $3  per  day  while  on  their  circuits; 
besides  these  the  district,  President  Judge,  and  his  two  associates  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia  receive  $2,000  each.  The  district  judge  for  Lancaster,  $1,600, 
and  the  other  two  district  judges,  $2,000  each.  The  State  is  divided  into 
twenty  districts  for  the  sessions  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  Judge  of  the  district  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Associate  Judges 
have  each  a  salary  of  $2,600.  The  president  judges  in  all  the  other 
districts  $2,000,  and  each  of  their  associates,  $120.  The  whole  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  Judiciary  system,  being  upwards  of  $60,000. 

In  Virginia,  the  President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  appeals,  receives 
$2,750,  and  each  of  his  four  associates,  $2,500,  and  in  addition  to  their 
salaries,  twenty-five  cents  a  mile,  fcr  their  necessary  travel.  In  the  “Cir¬ 
cuit  Superior  court  of  law  and  chancery,  for  the  county  of  Henrico  and 
city  of  Richmond,”  the  judge  upon  the  law  side  of  the  court  receives 
$1,800,  and  the  chancellor  $2,000,  and  in  all  the  other  circuits,  about 
twenty  in  number,  the  judges  receive  $1,500  and  $4  for  every  twenty 
miles  of  travel.  The  general  expense  to  the  State  being  near  $50,000. 

In  Maryland,  the  chancellor  receives  $3,600,  the  chief  judge  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  $2, 500,  and  each  of  the  five  associate  judges,  $2,200. 
In  the  Baltimore  city  court  the  chief  Judge  receives  $2,400,  and  his  two 
associates  each  $1,500.  The  entire  expense  of  the  system  exceeding 
$23,000,  exclusive  of  the  compensation  of  the  two  Associate  Judges  in 
each  county  of  the  State,  in  which  “district  courts”  are  held. 

In  Ohio,  the  chief  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  each  of  his  three 
associates  receive  $1,500.  The  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  $1,200,  andeach  of  the  judges  of  the  fifteen  circuits,  $1,200,  with 
the  exception  of  the  judges  of  the  third,  fifth  and  thirteenth  circuits,  who 
receive  but  $730,  besides  these  the  associate  judges  receive  each,  the  sum 
of  $2  50  per  day.  The  expense  of  the  system  being  upwards  of  $23,000. 

In  Kentucky,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  appeals,  and  his  two 
associates,  receive  $1,500  each,  the  two  judges  of  the  general  court 
$1,300  and  $1,200,  respectively;  the  chancellor  of  the  Louisville  chance¬ 
ry  court  $2,000,  and  the  eighteen  circuit  judges  $1,200  each,  with  the 
exception  of  the  judge  of  the  fifth  circuit,  who  receives  $1,500,  and  the 
judge  of  the  twelfth  circuit,  who  receives  $1,300,  the  whole  expense  to 
the  State  being  $31,000. 
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In  Tennessee,  the  three  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  receive,  each 
1,800,  the  four  chancellors  §1,500,  and  the  fourteen  circuit  judges 
§1,500  each,  making  the  entire  expense  of  the  system,  to  the  State  about 
$32,000. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  court,  re¬ 
ceives  §3,500  and  his  three  associates  §3,000  each,  the  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  §1,800, and  each  of  his  four  associates  §1,700;  the 
three  justices  of  the  Police  Court  of  the  city  of  Boston,  each,  §1,500  and 
each  of  the  twenty  eight  Probate  Judges’  salaries,  varying  from  §1,500, 
to  §100.  The  whole  amount  of  expenses  exceeding  §40,000. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  his  two 
associates  receive  each,  §2,500,  and  the  seven  superior  or  circuit  judges 
§1,950  each,  making  the  whole  expense  §21,000. 

In  South  Carolina,  the  four  chancellors  in  Equity  receive  each  §3,000, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Chancellor  at  Columbia,  who  receives  §3,500, 
five  of  the  judges  of  the  general  sessions  and  common  pleas  receive 
§3,000  each,  one  3,500  and  one  §1,500,  making  the  whole  expense  to  the 
State  $32,500. 

In  Georgia,  the  State  is  divided  into  eleven  circuits  with  a  judge  for 
each,  two  of  the  judges  receive  $2,100,  and  nine,  the  sum  of  §1,800 
each,  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  at  Savannah 
and  Augusta,  $1,000  each,  making  thewhole  expense  $22,400. 

In  Alabama,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  court,  and  his  two  asso¬ 
ciates  receive  each  §2,250,  the  three  chancellors,  §1,500  each,  three  of 
the  circuit  judges  §2,000  each,  and  the  remaining  six,  fifteen  hundred 
each,  making,  the  entire  expense  of  the  system,  §26,250. 

In  Mississippi,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals,  and  his  two  associates  receive  each  §3,000.  The  Chancellor 
§4,000,  the  Vice  Chancellor  §3,000,  and  the  eleven  circuit  judges,  receive 
each  a  salary  of  §2,000,  making  in  all  §41,000. 

In  Louisiana,  the  five  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  receive  each  a  sal¬ 
ary  of  §5,000,  the  ten  judges  of  the  district  courts,  §2,500  each,  with 
the  exception  of  the  judge  of  the  first  district,  who  receives  $4,000. 
There  are  five  judges  in  the  New  Orleans  city  courts  who  respectively 
receive  §4,000,  §3,500,  and  three  of  them,  $3,000  each,  besides  w'hom, 
there  are  three  district  judges,  for  the  Court  of  Error  and  appeals  in  crim¬ 
inal  cases,  with  a  salary  of  §1,500  each,  making  an  expense  total  to  the 
State  of  §72,500. 

In  Indiana,  the  chief  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  his  two  asso¬ 
ciates  receive  §1,500  each,  the  twelve  president  judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts,  §800  each,  and  the  two  associates  in  each  county,  §2  per  day, 
during  the  sessions  of  the  courts,  making  in  all  $14,100,  exclusive  of  the 
compensation  to  county  associates. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  receives  §1,500 
and  his  four  associates  §1,400  each,  besides  these  there  is  a  chancellor, 
whose  salary  is  not  known  to  us,  and  inferior  courts  of  common  pleas  are 
held  by  judges  appointed  by  the  Legislature  who  receive  fees  instead  of 
fixed  salaries.  The  whole  expense  to  the  State,  may  be  stated  at  about 
§8,600,  exclusive  of  the  fees  paid  to  the  common  plea  judges  in  lieu  of 
salaries. 
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In  Maine,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  court,  and  his  two 
associates  receive  $1,800  each,  the  three  district  judges  $1,200  each,  and 
the  judges  of  the  municipal  and  police  courts,  and  the  fourteen  probate 
judges,  salaries  varying  from  seven  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars,  the  expense  of  the  judicial  system  in  that  State,  may  be  set 
down  at  $15,300. 

In  Missouri,  the  presiding  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  his  two  as¬ 
sociates  receive  $1,100  each,  and  the  fourteen  circuit  judges  $1,000  each, 
the  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  St.  Louis,  $2,000,  and  the 
judge  of  the  criminal  court,  $1,000,  making  the  aggregate  expense 

$20,300. 

in  New  Hampshire,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  receives 
$1,400,  and  his  two  associates  $1,200  each,  the  three  circuit  judges  $1,200 
each,  the  twenty  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  $3  per  day,  and 
ten  cents  per  mile  travel,  and  the  ten  probate  judges’  salaries  averaging 
about  $282.  In  this  State  our  information  does  not  enable  us  to  state 
the  aggregate  expense,  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

In^Vermont,  the  chiei  justice  and  four  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  receive  $1,375  each.  Besides  these,  there  are  two  assistant 
judges,  chosen  annually  by  the  Legislature  for  each  county,  in  respect 
to  whose  compensation  and  mode  of  payment  we  have  no  information. 

in  Connecticut,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  receives  $1,100, 
and  each  of  the  four  associates,  $1,050;  a  county  court  is  also  held  in 
each  county  by  judges  appointed  annually  by  the  Legislature. 

In  Rhode  Island,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  court  receives  $650, 
and  the  three  associates  $550  each.  The  court  of  common  pleas  in  each  of 
the  five  counties  in  the  State  is  held  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  two  associate  justices,  elected  by  the  Legislature  for  each 
county. 

In  Delaware,  the  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  receive  $1,200  each,  except  the  Judge  at  Wilmington,  who  re¬ 
ceives  $1,000  and  the  chancellor  $1,100. 

In  Michigan,  the  chancellor  receives  $1,500,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  $1,600,  the  three  associate  justices  $1,500  each,  and  the 
judge  of  the  district  criminal  court,  $1,000,  making  an  aggregate  ex¬ 
pense  of  $8,609. 

In  Arkansas,  two  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  receive  $1,800 
each,  and  the  other  $1,500,  four  of  the  circuit  judges  $1,200  each,  and 
the  remaining  three  $1,000,  making  ill  all  $12,900. 

In  Florida  territory,  two  of  the  judges  receive  $2,300  each,  and  the 
remaining  three  $1,800. 

In  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  territories,  the  chief  justice  and  the  two  asso¬ 
ciates  in  each  of  the  territories  receive  $1,800  each. 

In  Illinois,  the  chief  justice  and  eight  associates,  receive  one  thousand 
?  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

In  making  this  comparison  of  the  relative  expenses  of  the  several  judi¬ 
cial  systems  in  the  different  States,  we  do  not  pretend  to  entire  accuracy, 
but  believe  that  our  statements  will  be  found  to  be  substantially  correct, 
and  that  enough  is  shown  to  satisfy  your  honorable  bodies,  that  we  are 
correct  in  the  assumption  that  our  judicial  system  is  among  the  least  ex¬ 
pensive,  and  that  we  receive  smaller  salaries,  in  proportion  to  the  services 
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performed,  and  the  time  occupied,  than  are  received  by  the  judges  of  the 
{Superior  courts  in  any  of  the  States  in  the  Union. 

In  fourteen  of  the  States  the  salaries  of  the  judges  considerably  exceed 
upon  the  average,  the  amounts  paid  to  the  judges  in  this  State;  in  five 
they  are  the  same,  and  in  the  remaining  6,  somewhat  less,  while  they  are 
considerably  more  in  each  of  the  territories  of  Florida,  Iowa,  and  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  In  seventeen  of  the  States,  the  average  aggregate  expenses  are 
much  greater  than  in  Illinois,  and  in  the  remaining  eight,  somewhat  less, 
but  in  all  such  instances,  the  States  are  less  in  territory,  contain  less  pop¬ 
ulation,  but  a  small  number  of  counties  comparatively  and  the  duties  of 
the  judges  probably  one-third  less.  Illinois  ranks  among  the  largest  States 
in  the  Union,  in  point  of  territory,  and  contains  ninety-nine  counties. 
She  is  as  large  as  all  New  England,  and  has  nearly  double  the  number  of 
counties.  It  is  also  to  be  remembered,  that  in  most,  if  not  all  the  States 
on  the  sea-board,  and  several  of  the  western  States,  they  have  common 
law  courts,  between  the  justices  court,  and  the  circuit  court,  in  which  a 
large  portion  of  the  business  is  decided.  In  many  of  the  States  they  have 
also  chancery  courts,  entirely  distinct  from  the  courts  of  law.  The  ab¬ 
sence  of  such  courts  in  Illinois,  greatly  increases  the  amount  of  business 
in  our  circuit  courts,  compared  with  the  quantum  of  business  in  the  higher 
courts  of  those  States  possessing  such  additional  judicial  tribunals.  But 
it  may  be  more  satisfactory,  perhaps,  to  institute  a  comparison  with  a  few 
of  the  States  and  territories  in  our  own  immediate  vicinity,  whose  condi¬ 
tion  in  most  respects  very  nearly  resembles  our  own. 

In  Indiana,  for  instance,  there  are  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
with  salaries  precisely  corresponding  with  those  which  we  receive.  They 
hold  two  terms  of  that  court  in  May  and  November  annually,  but  per¬ 
form  no  circuit  duties.  They  are  probably  detained  at  Indianopolis,  as 
much  as  two  months  and  a  half  at  each  session  of  the  court — making 
about  five  months  of  service  during  the  year — not  more  than  one-half  the 
time  occupied  by  each  one  of  us,  and  doubtless  with  a  proportionate  di¬ 
minution  of  labor  for  the  time  consumed.  They  have,  also,  twelve  presi¬ 
dent  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  who  receive  $ 800  each,  per  year,  and 
two  associates  in  each  county  at  $2  per  day  during  the  sessions  of  the 
courts;  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  expense  in  that  State,  exclusive  of 
the  county  associates  is  $14,100, — being  somewhat  more  than  our  expen¬ 
ses  notwithstanding  their  circuit  judges  receive  but  $S00  per  annum. 

In  Missouri,  the  three  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  receive  $1,100 
each,  and  hold  appellate  courts  only  at  the  city  of  Jefferson.  Their  labor 
of  course  cannot  compare  with  that  which  we  perform.  They  have  also 
fourteen  circuit  judges,  with  salaries  of  $1,000  each,  and  two  judges  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  one  with  a  salary  of  $2,000,  and  the  other  $1,000. 
The  judicial  labor  of  that  State  is  consequently  divided  among  nineteen 
judges,  and  the  aggregate  expense  to  the  State  is  $20,300;  being  $6,300 
more  than  in  Illinois;  although  the  number  of  counties  in  which  courts 
are  held,  and  the  population  of  the  State,  are  both  much  less  than  in  this 
State. 

We  might  continue  this  comparison  with  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Michigan,  and  the  Territories  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  and  with  the  like 
results  favorable  to  our  own  system;  but  having  already  stated  the  princi¬ 
pal  facts  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  their  judges,  and  current  expenses  of 
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their  respective  systems,  we  deem  farther  illustration  altogether  unneces¬ 
sary,  and  leave  your  honorable  bodies,  respectively,  to  make  your  own  in¬ 
ferences,  and  to  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

In  regard  to  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware,  where  the  number  of  the 
judges  are  comparatively  but  few,  and  their  compensation  in  amount  less 
than  it  is  in  Illinois;  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  the  number  of  counties 
and  population  in  these  States,  are  still  smaller  in  proportion,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  number  of  counties  and  population  in  this  State. 

For  example,  in  New  Hampshire  there  are  only  thirteen  counties,  with 
a  population  of  $284,574;  in  Vermont,  fourteen  counties  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  291,948;  in  Connecticut,  eight  counties,  with  a  population  of  309,- 
978;  in  New  Jersey,  eighteen  counties,  wTith  a  population  of  373,306;  in 
Rhode  Island,  five  counties,  with  a  population  of  108,830;  and  in  Dela¬ 
ware,  but  three  counties,  with  a  population  of  78,085;  while  in  Illinois 
we  have  ninety-nine  counties,  with  a  population  of  about  500,000. 

We  are  necessarily  engaged  upon  our  circuits  from  six  to  seven  months 
in  the  year,  and  something  like  three  months  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
during  the  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  occur  every  winter;  mak¬ 
ing  from  nine  to  ten  months  in  the  year.  During  most  of  this  time,  those 
of  us,  who  have  families,  have  not  only  to  pay  our  own  current  expenses, 
while  absent,  but  also  to  provide  for  the  support  of  our  families,  and  edu¬ 
cation  of  our  children  at  home.  At  each  session  of  the  Legislature,  we 
have  in  addition  to  our  ordinary  labors  a  double  duty  to  perform  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  in  connexion  with  the  Governor. 

Besides  our  ordinary  duties  in  term  time,  much  of  our  short  vacations, 
instead  of  being  devoted  to  relaxation  and  attention  to  our  private  busi¬ 
ness,  are  spent  in  examining  and  deciding  long  and  perplexing  chancery 
suits  necessarily  taken  under  advisement  at  the  circuits;  in  examining  bills 
in  chancery  for  writs  of  injunction,  and  ne  exeat;  and  in  allowing  and 
hearing  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  In  these  and  various  other  ways  incident 
to  the  judicial  station,  are  our  vacations  mainly  consumed  instead  of  de¬ 
voting  them  to  the  renovation  of  our  exhausted  strength  and  health,  and 
to  such  reading  and  study,  as  will  enable  us  to  keep  up  with  the  advance¬ 
ments,  that  are  constantly  making  in  legal  as  well  as  other  branches  of 
science  and  knowledge.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  these  duties,  we  are  confident,  cannot,  in  justice  pronounce 
them  otherwise  than  extremely  arduous,  and  as  deserving  in  return  a  pro¬ 
portionate  compensation. 

You  who  have  been  detained  here  during  a  winter’s  session  of  the  Le¬ 
gislature,  away  from  your  families  and  fire-sides,  can  well  appreciate  our 
condition,  also,  in  that  respect.  There  is  no  winter  we  can  call  our  own, 
or  spend  at  home  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  domestic  circle.  Unlike  al¬ 
most  all  the  other  officers  of  State,  we  can  do  nothing  by  proxy — nothing 
short  of  our  personal  attendance  will  answer  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  Is  it  reasonable  then,  that  we  should  perform  such  services,  and 
undergo  such  privations  for  a  mere  subsistance?  Shall  we,  after  having  worn 
out  the  prime  of  our  lives  in  the  employment  of  the  State,  leave  the  ser¬ 
vice  without  a  dollar  in  our  pockets,  and  without  having  laid  up  any  thing 
for  the  support  of  ourselves  and  families  in  our  declining  years?  The 
people  surely  do  not  desire  it;  common  sense  and  common  reason  say,  it 
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is  not  right.  In  all  the  other  pursuits  in  life,  including  the  farmer,  the 
merchant,  the  mechanic,  and  so  on  to  the  man  who  makes  his  living  by 
day  labor,  something  more  than  food  and  raiment  is  expected  in  return  for 
his  skill,  his  industry,  and  his  toil.  And  why  should  not  the  same  rule  ap¬ 
ply,  and  with  greater  force,  in  respect  to  those  who  serve  in  a  judicial  ca¬ 
pacity;  where  the  responsibility  incident  to  their  stations  is  so  great;  and 
so  much  time  and  money  are  necessarily  spent  in  their  youth,  in  qualify¬ 
ing  themselves  for  such  employments.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  our 
duties  have  been  performed,  it  becomes  us  not  to  speak.  We  refer  you 
to  the  people  in  our  respective  circuits  to  answer  that  question,  if  such  an 
answer  is  required.  As  to  their  performance  here  you  have  seen,  and  can 
judge  for  yourselves.  And  here,  also,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  we  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  generally,  as  may  be  sup¬ 
posed,  the  amount  of  compensation  to  which  the  laws  entitle  us.  We  are, 
for  the  most  part  paid  in  Auditor’s  warrants,  which  are  frequently  depre¬ 
ciated  in  value,  from  ten  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  For  the  last  four  years, 
we  are  warranted  in  saying,  that  the  loss  upon  our  warrants  will  average 
as  much  as  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the  dollar;  and  from  present  indications, 
this  depreciation  will  probably  continue.  And  although  the  State  profits 
nothing  by  the  loss,  it  is,  nevertheless,  so  much  loss  to  us. 

The  Constitution  in  making  provision  for  an  adequate  compensation, 
which  should  not  be  diminished  during  our  continuance  in  office,  evident¬ 
ly  contemplated  that  the  Judges  should  be  paid  in  funds  at  par  value,  and 
notin  a  depreciated  currency  of  any  kind  whatever.  In  this  way  then, 
our  salaries  have  already  been  diminished.  But  of  this  we  do  not  com¬ 
plain,  having  been  always  willing  to  receive  whatever  funds  the  State,  in 
its  embarrassed  condition,  for  the  time  being,  was  in  a  situation  to  pay 
to  us.  The  net  revenue  of  the  State  for  the  years  1843  and  1844,  will 
average  about  $130,000  per  year.  The  whole  expense  of  the  judiciary 
system  is  but  $13,500  a  year.  This  sum  subtracted  from  $130,000, 
would  still  leave  $116,500  in  the  treasury.  It  cannot  be  then,  that  our 
salaries  have  occasioned  much,  if  any  of  the  embarrassment,  under  which 
the  State  labors  at  present,  in  consequence  of  an  exhausted  treasury. 

But  we  will  now  place  our  refusal  to  comply  with  your  request  upon 
other,  and  what  we  respectfully  conceive  to  be,  the  more  proper  ground, 
under  the  circumstances  which  surround  us. 

The  judicial  department  is  made  by  the  Constitution  one  of  the  three 
co-ordinate,  but  separate  and  independent  branches  of  the  Government. 
To  enable  us  to  maintain  that  constitutional  independence's  incumbents 
of  that  department,  it  was  wisely  provided,  that  we  should  have  an  ade¬ 
quate  compensation  for  our  services;  and  that  the  Legislature  should 
have  no  power  to  diminish  that  compensation,  during  our  continuance 
in  office.  For  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  mind  that  if  we  were 
deprived  of  the  compensation  incident  to  our  stations,  or  it  should  be  so 
diminished  by  legislative  action,  as  not  to  furnish  an  adequate  support  for 
ourselves  and  our  families;  that  our  independence  as  judges  would  be  de¬ 
stroyed;  and  the  judicial  department  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  a  co-ordi¬ 
nate  department.  Is  it  right  and  proper,  therefore,  for  the  two  Houses  to 
attempt  a  reduction  of  our  salaries  in  this  indirect  way,  when  the  Consti¬ 
tution  forbids  it  to  be  done  by  direct  legislation. 
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We  think  not;  and  although  we  will  not  question  the  patriotic  motives 
of  the  members,  in  making  this  request,  in  the  form  they  have  adopted, 
we  nevertheless  think  that  a  compliance  on  our  part,  would  lead  to  a 
dangerous  precedent,  which  in  the  sequel  might  be  productive  of  much 
more  harm  than  good,  to  the  best  interest  of  the  people. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  our  permanent  institutions  under  it 
should  be  stable  and  uniform;  and  not  made  to  depend  upon  the  temper 
of  the  times — the  violence  of  contending  parties — or  upon  every  change 
of  political  events.  The  Constitution  is  the  basis  of  both  legislative  and 
judicial  authority;  and  a  rule  by  which  both,  legislators  and  judges,  are 
bound  to  proceed;  and  it  is  an  important  principle,  which  we  think, 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  or  departed  from,  either  in  legislative  dis¬ 
cussions,  or  in  legislative  action,  that  the  judiciary  in  this  State,  is  not  a 
subordinate,  but  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government.  It  may,  indeed, 
frequently  happen,  that  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  may  be  called  upon  to 
exercise  a  controlling  influence,  when  in  the  course  of  legislation,  the 
constitution  may  happen  to  be  violated.  In  such  cases,  the  courts  pos¬ 
sess  the  constitutional  power,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  declare  such  acts  void 
and  of  no  effect.  The  only  safe  way,  therefor,  we  respectfully  submit,  is 
for  each  department  to  confine  itself  strictly  within  its  own  constitution¬ 
al  and  appropriate  sphere  of  action,  so  that  all  may  act  harmoniously  to¬ 
gether,  in  carrying  out  the  important  ends,  for  wrhich  the  Government,  as 
a  whole,  was  constituted  by  the  people. 

WM.  WILSON, 

THOMAS  C.  BROWNE. 

S.  D,  LOCKWOOD, 
SAMUEL  H.  TREAT, 
WALTER  B.  SCATES.  } 
RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

J.  D.  CATON, 

JAS.  SHIELDS, 

JESSE  B.  THOMAS, 
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ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 


IN  SENATE,  JAN.  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Matteson,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Auditor’s  special  report  in  reference  to  the  amount  paid  the  Gov¬ 
ernor,  Secretary,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  have  had  the  same  under  con¬ 
sideration,  and  make  the  following 

REPORT: 

On  receiving  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  two  of  your  committee  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  books 
of  said  office  in  particular  reference  to  the  accounts  set  forth  in  the  re¬ 
port. 

On  examination  we  find  as  set  forth  in  the  report  that  Governor  Carlin 
drew  a  part  of  the  appropriation  of  §2,000,  made  to  him  for  1839  and  ’40, 
after  the  first  of  December,  1842,  which  amount  being  charged  with  the 
amount  drawn  by  Governor  Ford  on  the  appropriation  of  1843  and  ’44, 
makes  the  amount  seem  too  large  as  put  down  to  the  account  of  the  Gov.; 
but  your  committee  are  satisfied  that  neither  Gov.  Carlin  nor  Gov.  Ford, 
has  received  any  more  than  they  are  entitled  to  by  law. 

The  account  of  the  Auditor  we  find  to  have  been  increased  §1,390,  by 
a  balance  due,  and  drawn  by  James  Shields,  on  the  appropriation  of 
1841  and  ’42,  but  it  being  drawn  after  the  report  of  the  Auditor  was  made 
1st  Dec.  1842,  it  was  carried  in  the  account  made  in  the  Auditor’s  report 
1st  December  1844,  as  beingdrawn  for  himself,  when  in  fact  it  should 
have  been  down  as  drawn  by  Jas.  Shields.  On  footing  the  amount 
drawn  by  the  present  Auditor,  we  find  that  he  has  not  drawn  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  made  to  him  for  the  years  1843  and  ’44,  into  the  sum 
of  $488  35. 

On  examining  the  account  of  the  Secretary,  your  committee  find  as  set 
forth  in  the  Auditor’s  report,  that  the  late  Secretary  drew  a  part  of  his 
appropriation  for  the  year  1S41  and  ’42,  after  the  report  was  made  Dec. 
1st,  1842,  which  amount  appears  in  the  report  of  1st  December,  1844,  as 
having  been  paid  to  the  present  Secretary,  when  in  fact  the  present  Sec¬ 
retary  has  not  drawn  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  made  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  the  years  1843  and  ’44  into  the  sum  of  §262. 


Also,  on  examining,  the  account  of  the  Treasurer,  his  amount  is  in¬ 
creased  in  the  report,  Dec.  1st,  1844,  in  the  same  way  that  the  Secreta¬ 
ry’s  is,  when  in  fact  the  appropriation  made  to  him  for  the  year  1843 
and  ’44,  has  not  been  drawn  into  the  sum  of  .$416  67. 

Your  committee,  after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  accounts  set 
forth  in  the  special  report  of  the  Auditor,  are  all  perfectly  satisfied  that 
the  officers,  as  before  mentioned,  have  not  received,  at  the  hands  of  the 
Auditor,  a  farthing  more  than  they  are  entitled  to  according  to  law. 

The  committee  having  thus  carefully  examined  the  subject,  and  shown 
the  result,  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub¬ 
ject. 


SENATE. 


Illinois 

Legis. 


14tii  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


BANK  OF  ILLINOIS. 

i 


IN  SENATE,  Feb.  19,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Dougherty,  from  the  joint  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  communication  of  James  Dunlap,  President  of  said  Bank,  made 
the  following 


REPORT: 

The  joint  select  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
to  which  was  referred  the  communication  of  James  Dunlap  with  a  reso¬ 
lution  requiring  the  committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  and  report  the  true  condition  of  that  Bank,  also  to  re¬ 
commend  what  further  action,  if  any,  the  present  Legislature  should  take 
to  secure  the  interest  of  the  State  in  the  Bank,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of 
the  creditors  of  the  same,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
have  directed  me  to  report,  from  the  best  information  which  their  distance 
from  the  Bank’s  papers  and  vouchers  of  the  Bank  were  from  the  seat  of 
Government,  the  committee  had  no  other  means  of  information  than  the 
testimony  of  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  and  that  in  many  items  they  found 
very  imperfect,  they  not  being  able  to  state,  particular  facts  without 
reference  to  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Bank.  That  the  Cashier  of 
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that  Bank,  Mr.  John  Siddall,  presented,  under  oath,  the  following  state¬ 
ment,  viz: 


Liabilities. 


Means. 


State  stock, 

Individual  stock, 
Circulation  paper, 
Certificates, 

Unclaimed  dividends,  - 
Individual  deposites,  - 
Due  to  other  banks, 
Discount,  exchange,  & 
interest, 


$500,000  00 
849,440  00 
145,096  00 
391,950  91 
1,393  12 
39,752  43 
2,219  77 

1,217  80 


$1,931,070  03 


Bills  discounted,  -  $344,169  00 

Bills  of  exchange,  -  52,230  46 

Suspended  debt,  -  342,574  81 

Real  estate  and  fixtures,  130,736  64 
Due  from  other  banks,  23,965  29 
United  States  levy,  -  2,600  00 

Illinois  bonds  and  scrip,  420,148  71 
Galena  bonds,  -  -  4,178  00 

Stock  notes  (not  reported 

before)  -  -  246,020  70 

Incidental  expenses,  -  10,598  16 

Branch  balances,  -  8,421  38 

Profit  and  loss,  -  328,865  61 

Specie  and  Cairo  Bank 

paper,  -  16,561  27 

$1,931,070  03 


The  means  within  the  reach  of  the  committee  has  not  enabled  them 
to  ascertain  with  certainty  the  true  value  of  the  assets  of  the  Bank,  so 
reported,  but  have  ascertained  that  some  losses  will  be  incurred  by  the 
Bank.  They  have  acceeded  to  a  proposition  made  to  them  by  the  presi¬ 
dent,  to  receive  333  interest  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  amount¬ 
ing  with  interest  to  the  sum  of  $406,260,  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Governor,  together  with  $15,000  in  State  internal  improvement  scrip, 
making  in  all  the  sum  of  $421,260,  nominally  for  the  sum  of  $205,000  in 
payment  by  the  Bank  for  that  amount  of  State  stock  being  a  part  of  the 
stock  the  State  yet  holds  in  that  Bank;  which  will  leave  the  sum  of 
$295,000  State  stock  in  the  Bank;  this  amount  is  to  be  paid  to  the  State 
with  six  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  stock  from  the  passage  of  the  act.  the 
bill  for  which  is  herewith  reported.  The  Bank  is  to  accept  or  reject  the 
provisions  of  the  law  when  passed  within  30  days  after  its  passage  and 
is  to  make  an  assignment  of  all  its  assets  within  thirty  days  after  its  accep¬ 
tance  to  the  assignees  named  in  the  bill.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  have 
for  their  object  the  final  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  and  the 
settlement  of  all  its  debts,  and  for  that  purpose  four  years  are  given 
to  the  assignees  from  the  passage  of  the  act.  The  committee  believe 
that  this  proposition  if  complied  with  is  the  best  arrangement  for  the 
State  and  creditors  of  the  Bank  that  can  now  be  made  by  the  Legislature. 
They,  therefore,  unanimously  recommend  its  passage. 
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Illinois 

Legis, 


(14th  Assesi. 
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DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 


IN  SENATE,  MARCH  1,  1845. 

Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  School  Lands  and  Education. 


The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  report  of  the  Pre¬ 
sident  and  Directors  of  the  Illinois  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  : 

REPORT: 

To  the  Hon .  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

“The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Illinois  Asylum  for  the  education 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,”  herewith  present  a  statement  of  the  funds  and 
expenses  of  the  Institution  from  the  first  of  December,  1842,  to  the  first 
of  December,  1844.  The  building  for  the  reception  of  students  not  be¬ 
ing  completed,  no  professors  or  teachers  have  been  employed,  or  students 
received.  Mr.  Langford,  who  contracted  to  erect  and  enclose  the  build¬ 
ing,  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  resumed  operations  on  the  building  as 
early  in  the  spring  of  1843,  as  the  season  would  permit.  He  succeeded 
in  getting  the  building  covered  in  June,  and  the  funds  of  the  Institution 
being  then  exhausted,  and  he  being  unable  to  procure  materials  without 
cash,  the  building  committee  consented  to  his  retiring  from  the  further 
execution  of  his  contract,  and  to  paying  him  for  the  work  performed, 
at  the  contract  price. 

The  work  and  materials  required  to  complete  the  contract  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Langford,  consisted  of  three  outside  doors,  some  joists,  the  filling 
the  sash  in  the  windows,  and  the  carrying  out  the  chimneys.  Although 
Mr.  Langford  did  not  complete  his  contract,  yet  by  changes  made  in  the 
building,  (which  were  provided  for  in  the  contract,) as  well  as  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  executing  the  work,  the  cost  of  the  work  actually  performed  by 
him,  exceeded  the  amount  contracted  to  be  paid  for  the  whole.  The 
building  was  raised  higher  than  was  originally  designed  ;  the  manner  of 
framing  the  roof  was  changed  ;  pine  shingles  were  substituted  for  wal¬ 
nut,  and  stone  window  sills,  and  caps,  for  wood. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  1843,  the  building  committee  contracted  with 
Messrs.  M.  &  C.  Goltra,  of  Jacksonville,  to  complete  the  carpenters’  and 
joiners’  work,  for  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars, 
(exclusive  of  the  cost  of  materials  and  labor,  to  complete  the  contract  with 
Mr.  Langford,)  payable  out  of  the  annual  appropriations.  They  are  to 
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furnish  all  the  materials  and  hardware  of  every  description,  and  proceed 
with  the  work,  so  that  the  materials  on  hand,  and  work  executed,  shall, 
on  the  15th  of  May,  of  every  year,  be  equal  to  the  appropriations  for 
the  preceding  year.  On  the  15th  of  last  May,  the  materials  on  hand,  and 
work  executed,  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  year 
1843 ;  and  the  building  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  same  state  of 
fact  will  exist  next  May.  On  the  15th  of  January,  1844,  the  Hon.  Jo¬ 
seph  Duncan,  president  of  the  board,  departed  this  life.  By  this  dispen¬ 
sation,  the  Institution  has  lost  the  services  of  an  efficient  and  talented  of¬ 
ficer.  The  deep  interest  which  he  took  in  the  success  of  the  Institution, 
was  manifested  by  a  punctual  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  station.  No 
full  meeting  of  the  board  has  been  had  since  this  event,  and  therefore  his 
place  in  the  board  has  not  been  supplied. 

When  the  contract  was  entered  into  with  the  Messrs.  Goltras,  it  was 
intended  to  complete  the  building  entire,  before  opening  the  school,  but 
the  policy  of  this  course  has  been  questioned.  Several  members  of  the 
board  are  of  opinion  that  a  few  rooms  had  better  be  prepared  for  use  dur¬ 
ing  the  ensuing  summer,  so  that  the  Institution  may  be  opened  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  students  early  in  the  fall.  It  is  probable  that  upon  a  full  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  board,  this  plan  may  be  adopted. 

The  building  has  been  erected  with  a  view  to  the  accommodation  of  all 
the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Institution,  as  well  as  the  boarding  de¬ 
partment  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  addition  will  be  necessary  for  those 
purposes  for  many  years. 

The  favorable  action  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  upon  pro¬ 
positions  to  endow  Institutions  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
justifies  the  hope  that  at  no  distant  period,  assistance  may  be  obtained 
from  the  United  States,  to  sustain  this  Institution;  but  without  this,  the 
board  are  of  opinion  that  the  Institution  can,  and  Will  be  sustained,  with 
the  means  now  provided,  in  connection  with  what  will  be  received  from 
students  residing  in  States  in  which  no  such  Institution  has  been  established. 

WM.  THOMAS, 

Acting  Secretary . 


The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Illinois  Asylum  for  the  Education  of 


the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

To  the  Institution,  -  Dr. 

To  balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report,  1st  Dec.  1S42,  -  .$3  00 

To  balance  due  from  subscribers,  -  202  50 

To  appropriations  for  1842,  -  2,020  21 

To  appropriations  for  1843,  -  -  .  -  2,127  72 


"V**. 


$4,353  43 
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Contra,  Cr. 

By  payments  to  Langford,  contractor,  -  -  -  $213888 

By  payment  for  glass,  glazing  and  painting,  -  -  256  49 

By  payment  for  digging  well,  ig  73 

By  do  for  chimneys,  -  -  -  -  56  79 

By  do  for  printing  notices,  -  -  -  -  6  00 

By  do  for  tin  tubes,  -  -  .  27  25 

By  do  for  tin  around  chimneys,  -  -  -  4  00 

By  do  to  Geo.  Henry  for  making  bill  of  materials  and  ) 

estimate  of  cost,  -  -  -  j  5  00 

By  payment  to  M.  &  C.  Goltra  on  contract,  -  -  1600  00 

By  balance  due  from  subscribers,  -  172  50 

By  balance  on  hand,  ....  (39  74 


$4,353  43 
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DECEMBER  6,  1844, 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and 

House  oj  Representatives ,  in  Legislature  assembled : 

Since  the  last  biennial  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary* 
there  have  been  one  hundred  and  three  convicts  received  into  the  peni¬ 
tentiary,  undone  hundred  and  twenty-seven  discharged:  of  these,  eighty 
were  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  they  were 
sentenced;  twenty-one  were  pardoned  by  the  Governor;  thirteen  es¬ 
caped;  twelve  died  of  disease,  and  one  committed  suicide. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  the  number  of  convicts  is  gradually  de¬ 
creasing,  and  it  is  probable  from  present  appearances  that  no  farther  ad¬ 
dition  of  cells  will  be  needed,  at  least  before  the  next  regular  session  of  the 
Legislature.  There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  economy  of  the  pen¬ 
itentiary  since  our  last  report.  The  lease  then  in  existence  has  not  yet  ex¬ 
pired,  and  the  employments  at  which  the  convicts  are  engaged  have  not 
materially  changed.  The  police  of  the  penitentiary  is  also  the  same.  We 
did  not  think  it  expedient  under  the  law  of  the  last  session  to  prohibit 
entirely  corporeal  punishment,  believing  we  could  not  do  so  and  leave 
the  Warden  sufficient  means  to  restrain  the  refractory  and  preserve  a 
proper  discipline  among  the  convicts.  There  seem  to  be  but  two  modes 
of  punishment  that  can,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  resorted  to,  with 
any  certainly  of  controlling  the  unruly,  and  these  are  solitary  confine¬ 
ment  and  corporeal  punishment.  The  first  is  effectual  with  some  and 
entirely  ineffectual  with  others.  Able-bodied  men,  on  the  least  offence,  or 
tired  of  work,  would  violate  some  rule  of  the  penitentiary  on  purpose  to 
]be  shut  up  in  their  cells, if  this  were  the  only  punishment,  and  then  they 
would  lie  for  days,  and  then  they  would  be  willing  to  work  again,  while 
it  suited  their  pleasure  to  do  so.  Such  a  state  of  things  could  not  be  suf¬ 
fered,  and  such  can  only  be  controlled  by  fear  of  bodily  punishment;  and 
such  have  occasionally  received  it;  but  we  do  the  Warden  but  justice  to 
state  that  he  has  resorted  to  this  means  of  punishment  only  when  it 
seemed  impossible  to  avoid  it.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  humane 
who  have  been  connected  with  the  penitentiary,  as  well  as  our  own,  that, 
while  the  convicts  are  worked  in  the  yard  and  in  gangs,  this  mode  of 
punishment  cannot  entirely  be  dispensed  with.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to 
add  that  the  treatment  of  the  convicts  by  the  Warden,  so  far  as  has  come 
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2 


(2) 

to  our  knowledge,  has  been  as  humane  as  it  could  well  be,  considering 
the  incomplete  and  badly  appointed  condition  of  the  penitentiary. 

The  matter  which  has  principally  occupied  the  attention  of  the  in¬ 
spectors  has  been  so  to  expend  the  very  limited  appropriations  placed  at 
our  disposal  as  to  accomplish  such  improvements  as  seemed  the  most  ur¬ 
gently  called  for,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  ap¬ 
propriations;  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  been  able  to  do  neith¬ 
er  the  one  nor  the  other:  there  are  several  improvements  which  are  very 
much  needed  which  we  have  been  unable  to  undertake;  at  the  same  time 
our  expenditures  have  somewhat  exceeded  the  appropriations.  The  first 
difficulty  we  had  to  encounter  was  occasioned  by  the  nature  of  the  ap¬ 
propriations,  consisting  in  part  of  $5,000,  in  Auditor’s  warrants  consid¬ 
erably  depreciated  in  value,  and  the  bonus  for  which  the  penitentiary 
had  been  leased,  none  of  which  was  due,  and  most  of  it  becoming  due  at 
a  distant  day;  with  the  additional  uncertainty  of  its  being  paid  promptly 
when  due,  and  in  cash.  Under  such  circumstances  it  was  impossible  to 
proceed  by  advertising  for  proposals  for  such  improvements  as  we  might 
determine  upon.  We  were  compelled  to  do  nothing, or  else,  as  we  suppose 
the  law  contemplated,  contract  with  the  lessee  if  we  found  him  ready  to 
do  so  at  fair  prices.  On  conferring  with  the  lessee,  we  found  him  wi  lling 
to  undertake  such  works  as  we  might  order,  receiving  the  Auditbr’s 
warrants  at  their  cash  value,  and  so  much  of  the  bonus  as  should  become 
due  in  payment,  leaving  the  balance, if  the  work  ordered  should  amount 
to  more  than  our  means  of  payment,  subject  to  the  discretionary  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  Legislature;  the  inspectors  agreeing  to  recommend  the  fa¬ 
vorable  action  of  the  Legislature  in  the  premises.  The  works  that  we 
deemed  of  the  most  pressing  importance,  and  which  we  contracted  with 
the  lessee  to  construct,  were,  first,  an  addition  to  the  prison  contain¬ 
ing  thirty-two  cells;  second,  to  rebuild  the  principal  work  shop;  third,  an 
eating  house  and  kitchen;  fourth, a  privy;  and  fifth,  some  general  repairs 
which  were  necessary  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  prison  and  walls. 
At  the  time  we  commenced  the  addition,  the  prison  contained  but  fifty-six 
cells,  and  there  were  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  convicts  in 
the  penitentiary,  more  than  two  to  a  cell;  this  statement  shows  sufficient¬ 
ly  the  imperative  necessity  of  the  prompt  construction  of  additional  cells. 
We  contracted  with  the  lessee  for  the  erection  of  thirty-two  cells,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  outside  walls  in  all  respects  complete  and  similar  to 
those  already  built.  This  was  the  least  number  that  could  be  advanta¬ 
geously  built;  the  wants  of  the  penitentiary  apparently  calling  for  more. 
The  contract  has  been  completed,  and  we  can  safely  say  in  a  very  su¬ 
perior  and  substantial  manner,  comparing  favorably  with  the  rest  of  the 
building.  The  cost  as  per  bills  rendered  is  $8788,50. 

The  principal  workshop  was  accidentally  burned  in  the  spring  of 
1843.  This  shop  was  leased  with  the  penitentiary,  and  was  consequently 
the  property  of  the  State.  After  considerable  enquiry  on  deliberation, 
we  thought  it  but  right,  although  it  was  not  specified  in  the  lease,  to  re¬ 
pair  all  injuries  which  should  happen  to  the  property  of  the  State  which 
could  not  be  fairly  chargeable  to  the  negligence  or  default  of  the  lessee. 
Besides,  we  thought  it  better  that  so  important  a.  building  should  be  put 
up  in  a  permanent  manner  rather  than  a  temporary  one,  such  as  might 
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answer  the  purposes  of  one  whose  interest  would  soon  expire.  We  conse¬ 
quently  contracted  with  the  lessee  for  a  shop  to  be  built  of  stone,  and  ex¬ 
tending  the  length  of  the  east  wall  and  part  of  the  south,  to  be  well  en¬ 
closed,  and  partition  walls  running  across  at  convenient  intervals  so  as 
to  separate  the  convicts  from  jeach  other  when  at  work.  This  building 
is  completed,  and  at  a  cost  as  per  bills  rendered  of  §'1939,15. 

The  eating  house  and  kitchen  were  originally  built  in  the  most  tempo¬ 
rary  manner  and  had  become  entirely  too  small  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  convicts:  they  were  also  built  of  the  most  combustible  materials 
and  placed  within  a  few  feet  of  the  main  buildings,  thus  constantly  en¬ 
dangering  I  he  existence  of  the  whole,  it  is  true  the  lessee  might  and 
probably  would  have  patched  and  propped  them  up  so  as  to  have  lasted 
during  his  lease;  but  we  thought  the  safety  of  the  buildings  and  the 
comfort  of  the  convicts  demanded  the  improvement  we  have  made.  It 
is  built  of  stone  with  a  good  cellar  under  the  kitchen;  and  like  the  last 
is  as  permanent  as  the  prison  itself.  The  aggregate  cost  as  per  bills  is 
§1485,98. 

The  privy,  for  reasons  scarcely  necessary  to  mention,  had  become  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  for  the  health  of  all  connected  with  the  penitentiary. 
The  new  one,  has  a  vault  walled  up  with  stone  and  so  constructed  that  it 
can  be  cleansed  at  pleasure.  Its  cost  is  §193. 

We  have  built  permanent  galleries  around  the  cells  of  the  previous 
addition  to  the  prison.  When  these  cells  were  built  they  were  left 
without  the  means  of  access  to  them,  a  rough  scaffolding  was  put  up  by 
the  previous  lessee,  without  a  railing,  constantly  endangering  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  the  convicts  as  well  as  the  officers  of  the  penitentiarj'-  and 
all  others  who  might  venture  upon  them.  The  new  one  is  substantial,  and 
was  put  up  and  painted  at  a  cost  of  $167,60. 

We  have  also  placed  gutters  and  spouts  to  conduct  the  water  from 
the  roof  of  the  whole  building  which  had  been  hitherto  neglected,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  outside  walls  to  be  repointed  and  penciled,  the  mortar  having 
washed  out  by  the  action  of  storms  and  the  dripping  of  the  eaves  run¬ 
ning  in  some  places  quite  through  the  walls,  and  also  a  portion  of  the 
west  wall  which  was  in  danger  of  falling  to  be  taken  off,  at  an  aggregate 
cost  of  $266,15 

The  aggregate  cost  of  the  work  done  is  §12840,38 

In  liquidation,  we  have  the  Auditor’s  warrants,  which  at  the  time  of 
paying  over  the  same  (summer  of  1843)  were  worth  but  80  cents  on  the 
dollar  §4000 

Bonus  now  due  §4076,66 

Bank  of  Illinois  §260  at  55  cents  to  the  dollar  §143 

Leaving  a  balance  of  §4610,72 

The  above  specified  works  were  done  under  the  immediate  direction 

and  supervision  of  the  inspectors,  are  all  completed  in  a  substantial  and 
workmanlike  manner  were  such  as  we  believed  the  necessities  of  the  pen¬ 
itentiary  urgently  called  for,  and  have  been  done  at  what  we  believe  to 
be  fair  prices.  We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  Legislature  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  liquidation  of  this  balance,  either  by  a  direct  appropriation 
from  the  treasury,  or  from  the  future  proceeds  of  the  penitentiary. 
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The  improvements  which  the  present  condition  of  the  penitentiary 
urgently  call  for,  and  which  we  would  strongly  recommend  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  attention  of  the  Legislature,  are  the  following: 

First,  a  hospital  department  for  the  sick.  Though  the  mortality  has 
not  at  any  time  been  very  great,  yet  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  physicians 
who  have  been  in  attendance,  that  lives  are  sometimes  lost  that  might 
have  been  saved,  if  they  had  been  provided  with  the  ordinary  comiorts 
that  humanity  calls  for.  The  sick  are  now  obliged  to  be  confined  in 
their  cells,  which  are  scarcely  four  feet  by  six,  and  badly  ventilated;  or 
in  a  basement  story,  where  the  air  is  bad  at  best,  and,  when  there  are 
several  on  the  sick  list,  at  times  almost  insupportable.  Another  bad 
consequence  of  the  present  state  of  things,  is,  that,  being  in  immediate 
connexion  with  the  kitchen  and  eating-room,  the  convicts  employed  in 
these  departments  will,  in  spite  of  vigilance  to  the  contrary,  supply  them 
with  food,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  unsuited  to  their  condition,  the 
consequences  of  which  are  sometimes  fatal.  In  connexion  with  this,  we 
would  mention  that  the  lav/  requires,  and  very  properly  so,  the  warden 
and  guards  to  reside  in  the  penitentiary.  The  rooms  occupied  as  a  resi¬ 
dence,  are  very  inconvenient  and  unsuitable  for  this  purpose;  and  yet 
they  are  exactly  what  is  needed,  and  we  presume  originally  intended,  for 
the  use  of  the  sick.  The  remedy  seems  to  be,  to  build  a  suitable  resi¬ 
dence  for  the  warden,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  the  prison  build¬ 
ing,  and  to  give  up  the  rooms  now  occupied  by  him,  to  a  hospital  depart¬ 
ment.  The  cost  of  the  new  building  would  not  be  large,  and,  if  there  is 
an  indisposition  to  make  it  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  might  easily  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  future  proceeds  of  the  penitentiary.  The  convicts, 
when  sick,  especially,  seem  entitled  to  the  common  comforts  and  conve¬ 
niences,  not  only  from  motives  of  humanity,  but  from  the  fact  that  they 
not  only  defray  their  own  expenses,  but  pay  a  considerable  sum  into  the 
Treasury. 

In  the  second  place,  we  would  suggest  that  some  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts.  The  very 
object  and  intent  of  penitentiary  punishment,  as  the  term  implies,  is, 
reformation  ;  and  yet  nothing  is  done  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result. 
This  has  been  attended  to,  we  believe,  in  almost  if  not  quite  every  peni¬ 
tentiary  in  the  Union,  and  is  a  matter  of  reproach  against  that  of  Illinois. 
The  convicts  work  during  the  week,  and  are  shut  up  on  Saturday  night, 
where  they  remain  till  Monday  morning,  without  a  single  word  of  en¬ 
couragement  from  any  one  who  seems  to  take  an  interest  in  their  wel¬ 
fare,  to  induce  them  to  change  the  course  of  life  which  has  brought  them 
to  their  present  condition.  A  building  might  be  erected  at  a  moderate 
expense,  which  would  answer  the  purpose  of  a  sho  ,  with  a  second  story 
fitted  for  a  chapel,  and  a  chaplain  employed,  with  a  sufficient  compensa¬ 
tion,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  have  religious  services  at  least  once  on 
every  Sabbath,  and  to  administer  to  the  sick  and  dying  the  consolations 
appropriate  to  their  condition. 

Another  suggestion  is,  some  provision  for  discharged  convicts.  They 
are  brought  to  the  penitentiary  hut  poorly  clad,  and  generally  without 
money  or  funds;  and  by  the  time  their  sentence  has  expired,  their  clothes, 
such  as  they  had,  though  preserved  with  as  much  care  as  possible,  are 
ready  to  fall  to  pieces  of  their  own  weight,  and  they  are  turned  out  into 
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the  street,  almost  naked,  without  money,  and  certainly,  not  having  receiv¬ 
ed  any  moral  or  religious  instruction  to  restrain  them,  in  a  fit  condition  to 
fall  back  into  their  oid  habits.  Indeed  it  would  be  surprising  if  they  did 
not  do  so.  It  is  true,  the  Inspectors  have,  in  some  instances,  taken  the 
responsibility^  of  providing,  in  some  degree,  for  their  more  immediate 
wants,  and  the  lessee  has  done  so  in  others;  but  it  seems  improper  that 
the  law  should  leave  them  to  such  uncertain  sources  of  relief 

Another  suggestion  is,  and  we  think  it  very  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  buildings,  the  construction  of  a  large  cistern,  and  the  procuring  of  a 
suitable  lire  engine.  A  moderate  expenditure  for  this  purpose  may 
be  the  means  of  saving  the  whole  establishment.  It  was  very  much 
endangered  by  the  fires  that  have  already  occurred;  and  on  one  occa¬ 
sion,  the  prompt  assistance  of  the  fire  department  of  the  town  contribu¬ 
ted  mainly  to  its  preservation. 

Another  improvement  worthy  of  attention,  and  one  which  would  hard 
considerable  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  convicts,  is,  the  McAdam- 
izing  the  lower  portion  of  the  yard,  and  two  or  three  roads  from  the  shops 
to  the  prison.  This  improvement  would  contribute  to  the  cleanliness  of 
the  yard,  and  in  the  wet  season  of  the  year  preserve  the  convicts  from 
much  exposure  in  passing  to  and  from  the  shops. 

The  last  suggestion  we  would  make  with  reference  to  the  improvement 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  penitentiary,  is,  some  provision  for  a  fe¬ 
male  deparlm  nt,  if  females  are  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  The  im¬ 
propriety  of  confining  them  in  adjoining  cells  and  working  them  in  the' 
same  shops  with  the  male  convicts,  is  too  evident  to  be  dwelt,  upon. 

It  may  be  proper  for  us  to  make  some  suggestion  with  reference  to  the 
disposition  of  the  penitentiary  after  the  termination  of  the  present  lease. 
Every  thing  else  being  equal,  it  may  be  a  question  whether  the  peniten¬ 
tiary  would  not  better  answer  the  objects  had  principally  in  view,  the  ref¬ 
ormation  of  the  convicts,  if  it  were  kept  under  the  direct  supervision  ot 
the  State,  and  discipline  of  State  officers,  ‘and  worked  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State,  instead  of  a  lessee,  acting,  of  course,  principally  for  private 
emolument.  Indeed  it  might  be  preferable  to  have  the  officers  of  the 
penitentiary  and  the  discipline  of  the  convicts  in  other  hands  than  that  of 
the  lessee,  even  if  the  lease  is  continued.  We  suppose,  however,  the 
object  of  the  Legislature  in  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  will  be,  after  having  due  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  con¬ 
victs,  to  make  the  penitentiary  support  itself,  and  contribute  as  much  as 
possible  to  its  future  improvement.  Having  this  object  in  view,  there 
can  be,  in  our  opinion,  no  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  continuing  to 
lease  it.  But,  in  leasing  it,  we  think  it  the  duty  of  the  State  to  have 
regard,  not  only  to  the  profits  arising  from  it,  but  to  the  kinds  of  business 
which  the  lessee  is  to  carry  on;  favoring,  as  much  as  possible,  such  kinds 
as  bear  the  least  heavily  upon  the  trades  and  occupations  of  the  vicinity 
and  of  the  State  generally,  and  which  tend  to  introduce  into  the  State 
new  and  important  products,  and  new  and  important  branches  of  manu¬ 
facture.  This  we  believe  to  be  the  true  policy  of  ever)'  institution  ot  the 
kind.  It  is  not  right  that  convict  labor  should  be  brought  in  competition 
with  that  of  citizens,  whenever  it  can  be  avoided  without  too  great  a 
sacrifice  of  public  interests.  But  the  introduction  of  such  a  course  of 
policy  must  be  gradual  and  prospective.  It  can  not  well  be  accom- 
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plished  at  once,  nor  can  it  be  safely  done  by  the  lessee  of  so  short  a  term 
as  has  hitherto  been  had.  The  lessee  of  a  short  term  is  necessarily 
obliged,  in  order  to  save  himself  from  heavy  loss,  to  employ  the  convicts 
at  such  trades  as  are  the  most  readily  learned,  and  which  afford  the  most 
speedy  return;  as,  for  instance,  coopering,  wagon  making,  blacksmithing, 
&c.,  in  this  place.  With  a  longer  term,  the  lessee  might  gradually 
withdraw  the  convicts  from  their  present  employments,  and  engage  them 
in  occupations  entirely  different  and  equally  profitable. 

Our  reasons  for  recommending  the  Legislature  to  continue  the  lease  as 
a  matter  ol  interest  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  we  gave  at  considera¬ 
ble  length  in  our  last  report,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  repeat  them 
here.  We  do  not  doubt  but  that  every  one  who  understands  the  wide 
difference  there  is  in  conducting  a  difficult  and  complicated  business  by 
the  principal  himself,  or  his  agent  whose  only  interest  too  frequently  is 
his  pay,  will  readily  coincide  with  us  in  opinion. 

We  append  some  bills  of  the  lessee  for  building  a  pole-house,  dry- 
house,  and  shoe  and  tailor  shop.  These  works  are  necessary  to  the  suc¬ 
cessful  prosecution  of  the  present  branches  of  business,  and  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  very  useful  as  ware-houses  or  shops  if  the  business  should 
he  changed.  The  first  two  are  substantially  built  of  stone,  and  we  should 
not  think  the  prices  charged  unreasonable,  and  wc  recommend  them  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

The  cost  of  pole-house,  as  per  bills  in  our  possession,  is  $603  50 
<i  a  a  dry-house,  44  44  44  44  44  44  46  25?  23 

44  44  44  shoe  and  tailor  shop,  44  44  ’  44  44  99  96 

The  last  year’s  bonus,  amounting  to  $2,038  33  will  be  due  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  lease. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


WM.  MONTGOMERY, 
PETER  MERRILL, 

B.  K.  HART, 


Inspectors  of 
Penitentiary • 


Alton,  November  30,  1844. 
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Illinois 

JLegxs. 


H.  R. 


14th  Assem, 
1st  Session. 


DECEMBER  12,  1844. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

PUBLIC  PRINTER, 

In  relation  to  the  amount  of  printing  executed  for  and  by  order  of  the  last 
General  Assembly ,  at  their  session  of  1843 — ’3. 


Office  of  the  Public  Printers,) 
Springfield,  III.,  Dec .  8, 1844.  5 

To  the  Honorable ,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  23d  of  February,  1841,  supple¬ 
mental  to  “An  act  defining  the  duties  of  Public  Printer,  and  fixing  the  time 
and  manner  of  perfoiming  the  same,”  which  requires  the  Public  Printers 
to  report  to  the  Legislature,  at  each  session,  the  amount  of  work  done  by 
them  the  nature  of  said  work,  the  amount  of  money  received  therefor, 
and  the  amount  and  quality  of  paper  med  by  them  as  Public  Printers, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  preceding  session  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly?  we  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  amount  of  printing  executed  for  and  by  order  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  at  their  session  of  1842-’3,  and  the  nature  of  said  work  are 


as  follows: 

Amount  of  printing  executed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of 

the  Senate,  consisting  of  bills,  messages,  reports,  &c.  -  $930  08 

Amount  of  printing  executed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of  messages, 
reports,  bills,  &c.  -  1,493  15 

For  printing  the  volume  of  reports,  made  to  both  Houses, 

making  seven  hundred  pages,  one  thousand  copies,  1,502  62 

For  printing  the  Journals  of  the  Senate,  -  053  99 

For  printing  the  Journals  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives,  997  53 

For  printing  the  volume  of  Laws,  Joint  Resolutions,  &c.  1,464  68 

1  — - 


$7,352  05 
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Which  amount  is  less  by  $715  89,  than  was  received  for  the  work  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  the  preceding  General  Assem  bly. 

The  whole  amount  of  printing,  executed  for  and  by  order  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  State,  by  authority  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  defining  the  du¬ 
ties  of  Public  Printer,  of  January  24,  1835,  during  the  two  years,  com¬ 
mencing  on  the  first  of  July,  1842,  and  ending  on  the  first  of  July,  1844, 
is  as  follows,  viz: 

For  advertising  proclamations,  &c.,  by  order  of  the  Governor 


and  Secretary  of  State,  ‘  §91  61 

For  blanks,  bills,  reports,  &c.,  executed  for  the  Department 

of  State,  -  409  39 

For  advertising,  &c.,  by  order  of  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts,  under  the  act  of  February,  1843,  authorizing  a 
public  sale  of  the  State  lands,  -  876  12 

For  printing  reports,  &c.,  by  order  of  the  late  Auditor,  in 

December,  1842,  -  105  33 

For  blanks,  &c.,  executed  for  the  office  of  Auditor  of  Public 

Accounts,  -----  -  610  17 

For  blanks  for  the  Treasurer’s  office  -  -  -  49  62 

For  blanks,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  -  -  -  -  -  -  58  75 


v  » 


$2,201  00 


The  amount  of  paper  used  by  us  as  Public  Printers  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  is  as  follows: 

«  * 

Of  Journal  Paper. 


For  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  of  1842-’3, 

For  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Rep’s,  do 

For  the  volume  of  reports  of  both  Houses,  do 

For  the  current  work  of  the  Senate,  do 

For  the  current  work  of  the  House  of  Rep's.,  - 

Ffcr  reports  printed  for  the  Auditor  and  Sec’y  of  State, 


41  reams  8  quires 
43  do  3  do 
49  do  10  do 
22  do  15  do 
33  do  2  do 
2  do  13  do 


Of  Law  Paper . 

For  the  volume  of  Laws  of  1842-’3, 

Of  Foolscap  Paper. 
For  bills,  yeas  and  nays,  &c., 

Recapitulation. 

Whole  amount  of  Journal  paper  used, 

Whole  amount  of  Law  paper  u  ed,  - 
Whole  amount  of  Foolscap  used, 


192  reams  15  quires. 

-  155  reams 

-  21  reams  14  quires 


192  reams  15  quires 
155  do 

21  do  14  do 


369  reams  5  quires 
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Which  amount  of  paper  is  less  by  247  reams,  and  16  quires,  than  was 
used  for  the  work  of  the  preceding  General  Assembly. 

And  which  leaves  on  our  hands,  for  the  use  of  the  work  of  the  present 
session,  235  reams  and  7  quires  of  Journal  paper;  1  ream,  15  quires  of 
Law  paper;  and  1  ream  4  quires  of  Foolscap  paper. 

in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Printers,  i'or  work  done,  and  for 
paper  used  by  them,  the  officers  of  State  called  to  their  assistance  two 
practical  printers,  Messrs.  M.  Brayman  and  W.  M.  Farnsworth,  whose 
reports  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

By  the  act  of  March  4,  1S43,  “supplemental  to  the  several  acts  defining 
the  duties  of  the  public  printer,”  the  prices  heretofore  received  for  plant¬ 
ing,  &c.,  were  reduced  25  per  cent.  This  great  reduction  in  the  price 
of  the  public  printing  takes  effect  upon  the  work  of  the  present  session, 
and  upon  all  future  public  printing  for  the  State,  until  otherwise  fixed  by 
law.  It  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  bills  of  the  Public  Printers 
for  the  work  of  the  present  session  upwards  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars; 
which  bills,  being  payable  in  Auditor’s  warrants  at  par,  will  be  still  fur¬ 
ther  reduced  from  26  to  25  per  cent.,  when  brought  to  the  standard  of 
the  legal  currency  of  the  country.  For  example,  suppose  the  public 
printing  executed  for  the  present  General  Assembly,  equals  that  of  the 
last,  (which  amounted  in  all  to  $7,352,)  the  Public  Printers  will  receive 
but  4,135  dollars  for  precisely  the  same  work,  under  the  operation  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session.  This  great  reduction  in  price,  is  nearly  one-half 
in  its  amount;  and  we  respectfully  submit  to  the  General  Assembly  wheth¬ 
er  it  is  not  too  great  a  reduction  for  any  branch  of  the  public  service  to 
sustain,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  price  of  all  the  materi¬ 
als  used  in  printing  remains  as  high  as  before  the  reduction  took  place. 
The  loss,  in  this  case,  falls  on  the  lap  of  labor — manual  labor.  It  reduces 
the  wages  of  the  journey  man  printer  below  those  of  the  laboring  man  gem 
erally;  when,  in  other  States,  his  prices  equal,  or  rise  above,  those  of  oth¬ 
er  mechanics. 

In  the  adjoining  Territories  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  the  Public  Printers 
are  paid  one  dollar  per  thousand  ems,  and  one  dollar  per  token  for  all 
public  printing  executed  for  those  territories,  and  that  in  the  constitution¬ 
al  currency,  gold  and  silver;  while  in  Illinois,  under  the  act  of  the  last 
General  Assembly,  the  Public  Printers  are  paid  but  fifty-six  cents  per 
thousand  ems,  and  fifty  six  cents  per  token,  in  a  currency  which  for  two 
years  past,  and  which  still  continues,  between  twenty  and  twenty-five  per 
cent,  beiow  par.  Thus  the  Public  Printers  of  Illinois  receive  less  than 
one  half  the  prices  paid  to  the  Public  Printers  of  the  adjoining  territo¬ 
ries. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  respectfully  request  the  Legislature  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  so  much  of  the  act  of  March  4,  1S43,  as  reduces 
the  price  of  the  public  printing,  until  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor  are 
paid  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  Treasury.  The  Legislature  never  could 
have  contemplated  reducing  the  price  of  printing  twenty  five  per  cent., 
and  at  the  same  time  paying  the  printers  in  a  depreciated  currency. 
They  must  certainly  have  expected  that  the  Auditor’s  warrants  would  be 
equal  to  specie,  when  they  reduced  the  price  of  the  public  printing  twen¬ 
ty-five  per  cent.  Any  other  supposition  would  subject  the  last  Legisla¬ 
ture  to  a  charge  of  gross  injustice  and  oppression.  The  Public  Printers 
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suffered  a  loss  by  the  depreciation  of  Auditor’s  warrants  of  more  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  on  the  printing  of  the  last  session;  the  re-payment 
of  which  they  respectfully  submit  to  the  general  Assembly  as  an  act  of 
moral  and  legal  obligation  resting  on  the  State. 

In  *he  report  which  the  Public  Pi  inter  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  opening  of  its  last  session,  he  suggested  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of  volumes  heretofore  printed,  of  the  Journals  and 
Reports,  in  order  to  effect  a  saving  of  the  public  funds.  That  reduction 
met  the  views  of  the  Legislature,  which  passed  a  law  fixing  the  number 
of  Journals  and  Reports  hereafter  to  be  printed  at  1000  each;  and  it  is  a 
subject  of  gratulation,  that  the  predictions  then  made,  of  the  amount 
which  would  be  saved,  have  been  fully  realized.  The  amount  saved  in 
prmting  has  been  715  dollars  and  89  cents — in  paper,  2,223  dollars— and 
in  folding,  stitching  and  covering,  the  sum  of  $>1,210  94 — in  all,  upwards 
of  40*  0  dollars  have  been  thus  saved  to  the  State  on  the  printing,  paper 
used,  and  binding  of  the  last  session;  which  amount  will  be  still  further 
reduced  under  the  operation  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  session,  for  re¬ 
ducing  the  price  of  printing,  and  for  reducing  the  prices  of  binding  the 
Laws  and  Journals.  The  former  law  reduces  the  prices  paid  the  Public 
Printers,  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  the  latter  law,  passed  February  23, 
1843,  reduces  the  prices  heretofore  paid  for  covering  the  Journals  and 
binding  the  laws, about  40  per  cent.; — and  on  the  binding  of  the  present 
session,  it  is  estimated  that,  under  the  contract  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  that  law,  the  sum  of  $1,846  16  will  be  saved  to 
the  State,  over  and  above  the  prices  paid  for  the  same  work  at  the  last  ses¬ 
sion,  and  $3,037  10  over  and  above  the  amount  paid  for  the  work  of  the 
previous  session. 

In  1840-41,  the  whole  amount  expended  for  the  public 
printing  and  binding  was  $13,598  74,  and  including  the 
paper  used  on  the  work,  was  about  -  $18,758  74 

In  1842-’3,  the  whole  amount  expended  for  the  public  print¬ 
ing  and  binding,  was  $11,082  05,  and  including  the  pa¬ 
per  used,  was  ------  14,415  05 

Thus  showing  a  reduction  of  -  -  -  »  $4,313  69 

n  one  year,  in  the  aggregate  expense. 

In  1S44-45,  assuming  that  the  amount  of  work,  will  be 
the  same  as  last  year,  and  assuming  also,  that  the  Legis¬ 
lature  will  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  reducing  the 
price  of  printing,  until  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor  are 
paid  in  specie  at  the  treasury,  the  cost  of  printing  and 
binding  will  be  $10,095  95,  and  including  the  paper 
used,  will  be  $12,694  95,  -  $12,694  95 


Which  will  be  a  reduction  of  $1,750  10  since  last  session, 
and  from  the  session  previous,  will  be  a  reduction  of  the 
large  sum  of  .  $6,063  69 

Under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  March  4,  1843,  as  it  now  stands, 
which  reduces  the  price  of  the  public  printing  twenty-five  per  cent.,  the 
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cost  of  the  work  of  the  present  session,  will  be  still  further  greatly  redu¬ 
ced;  we  must  say,  ruinously  reduced,  unless  the  bills  are  paid  in  a  specie 
currency. — The  further  reduction,  under  that  act,  will  be  $1,838  01; 
which  will  reduce  the  entire  cost  of  the  work  of  the  present  session,  in¬ 
cluding  printing,  paper  used,  and  binding,  to  the  sum  of  $10,856  94 

A  sum  which  is  nearly  $8,000  less,  than  was  paid  for  the  work  in  1841, 
as  shown  in  this  report. 

While  we  are  happy,  at  this  time  when  economy  is  so  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  State,  in  thus  being  able  to  refer  the  General  Assembly 
to  the  practical  effects  of  the  system  of  Retrenchment  adopted  at  the  last 
session,  in  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  Laws  and  Journals; — yet  we 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  crushing  arm  of  Retrenchment  has 
been  laid  too  heavily  upon  our  business.  A  reduction  of  one-third  in  the 
amount  and  price  of  printing,  and  of  one-half  in  the  amount  and  price  of 
binding,  in  the  short  space  of  four  years,  will  strike  even  the  most  casual  ob¬ 
server,  as  a  reduction  too  great  to  be  borne  by  labor,  and  as  disproportion¬ 
ate  to  the  Retrenchment  made  in  other  branches  of  the  public  service. 
It  will  not  in  fact  leave  a  living  profit  to  the  operatives,  unless  their  bills 
are  paid  in  specie  at  the  Treasury. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WALTERS  &  WEBER, 

Public  Printers • 
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Executive  Department,  ) 

Springfield ,  Dec .  18,  1844*  ) 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  the  report  of  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal  and  accompanying  documents. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD* 

i 


REPOR T 


OF  THE 

CANAL  COMMISSION  ER. 


Canal  Office, 

Lockport ,  Dec .  2,  1844. 

To  his  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  has  the  honor  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  following 

ANNUAL  REPORT, 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  the  under¬ 
signed,  acting  Canal  Commissioner,  impaired  to  Lockport,  and  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  provisions  of  “An  act  to  reduce  the  number  of  officers  and 
agents  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,”  approved  March  2,  1843,  he 
discharged  all  the  officers  and  agents  in  the  employ  of  the  State,  and  con¬ 
nected  with  the  canal,  except  the  Secretary,  who  was  continued  in  office 
by  that  law.  And  immediately  thereafter,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  said  act,  appointed  William  Gooding,  Engineer,  and  Isaac  Cook, 
Agent  to  protect  the  timber  on  canal  lands.  The  Engineer  having  dis¬ 
charged  all  the  duties  required  under  his  appointment,  resigned,  which 
resignation  took  place  on  the  first  instant. 

A  very  small  amount  of  work  has  been  done  on  said  canal  since  the 
last  annual  report,  made  December,  1842.  At  the  close  of  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Legislature,  a  few  contractors  were  at  work  under  contracts 
between  Dresden  and  Marseilles,  entered  into  previous  to  the  passage  of 
“An  act  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,”  approved  February  21,  1843.  These 
contractors  were  notified  of  the  passage  of  said  act,  and  directed  to  sus¬ 
pend  work  preparatory  to  a  settlement  under  and  according  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  above  recited  law;  which  order  was  immediately  complied 
with,  and  the  work  was  entirely  suspended. 

Some  time  in  June,  1843,  the  Board  of  appraisers,  appointed  by  your 
Excellency,  reached  Lockport  and  immediately  organized;  and  all  the 
contractors  except  those  on  sections  16  and  17 — the  river  channel  at 
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Sauganaskee  swamp,  and  lock  15,  at  the  western  terminus  of  the  canal, 
came  forward  and  submitted  their  claims  for  adjustment.  These  contrac¬ 
tors  were  prevented  from  presenting  and  prosecuting  their  several  claims 
before  said  Board,  by  causes  which  were  not  removed  untill  after  its  ad¬ 
journment.  The  contractor  on  sections  54  and  55,  having  submitted  his 
claim  for  damages,  immediately  thereafter,  made  application  to  withdraw’ 
the  same,  which  was  not  permitted  by  said  Board  of  appraisers,  upon 
which  the  said  contractor  commenced  suit  against  the  canal  Board,  which 
is  still  pending  in  the  Will  county  circuit  court;  an  award  of  damages 
was,  however,  made  by  said  appraisers  upon  the  claim  submitted.  Con¬ 
tractors  ori  the  above  sections  16  and  17 — -the  river  channel  at  the  Sauga¬ 
naskee  swamp,  and  lock  15,  are,  as  1  am  informed,  now  willing  to  go  into 
an  adjustment  of  their  several  claims. 

From  the  decisions  of  said  Board  of  appraisers,  a  few  appeals  were 
taken  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  counties  of  La  Salle,  Grundy,  Will  and 
Cook.  These  appeals  have  all  been  disposed  of  in  said  courts  except 
three,  without  any  increase  of  damages  against  the  State,  save  the  one 
embracing  the  culveit  across  Nettle  creek,  in  which  case  the  damages 
were  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  remaining  three 
cases  will  in. all  probability  be  arranged  without  anyincrease  of  damages 
against  the  State. 

Under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  it  became  the  duty  cf  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  having  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  canal,  to  sell  the  lands  and  town 
lots,  which  were  reserved  by  the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  which  had 
been  relinquished  or  forfeited  by  the  purchasers.  In  pursuance  of  said 
law,  William  B.  Egan,  Lewis  Kerchival  and  Bennett  Allen,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Judge  Young,  to  appraise  said  lands  and  town  lots  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Cook,  Will  and  Grundy:  and  George  H.  Norris,  Seth  T.  Farweil 
and  B.  F.  Fridley  were  appointed  by  Judge  Robinson,  to  appraise  said 
lands  and  town  lots  in  the  county  of  La  Salle. 

After  the  appraisements  were  made,  the  said  lands  and  town  lots  were 
advertised  according  to  law,  and  offered  at  public  sale,  commencing  at 
Chicago  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1843,  and  ending  at  La  Salle  on  the 
18th  of  the  same  month.  The  terms  of  sale  prescribed  for  timber  lands, 
were  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  money  in  hand  paid,  and  the  remainder 
in  three  equal  annual  payments,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  payable  in  advance;  and  for  prairie  land  and  town  lots,  one- 
tenth  of  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  sale,  the  remainder 
payable  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.,  payable  annually. 

All  the  lands  and  town  lots,  subject  to  sale  under  the  provisions  ofsaid 
act  were  offered,  with  the  exception  of  two  fractional  quarter  sections  of 
land  situated  on  the  Kankakee  river.  In  changing  the  present  plan  of 
the  canal,  said  river  would  necessarily  be  made  use  of  as  a  feeder,  and 
which  would  in  all  probability  from  the  surveys  run,  be  taken  out  of  the 
same  at  a  point  on  the  river  where  this  land  is  located.  The  erection  of 
a  dam  across  the  river  would  become  necessary,  by  which  a  valuable 
water  power  would  be  created  at  that  point;  and  by  which  great  manu¬ 
facturing  facilities  would  be  afforded.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
State  being  able  to  control  the  water  power,  and  the  enhanced  value  of 
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the  lands  on  which  the  same  may  be  created;  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
withhold  said  lands  from  sale  at  that  time.  Ail  of  said  lands  and  town 
lots  offered,  were  sold,  except  a  few  lots  in  the  original  town  of  Ottawa 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Illinois  river,  and  three  lots  in  the  town  of  La 
Salle. 

Paper  marked  (B)  hereto  annexed  exhibits  the  number  of  each  lot  and 
block — the  valuation,  and  the  amount  sold  for;  also  the  description  of  the 
lands — the  valuation  thereof,  and  the  amount  sold  for.  The  sales  thus 
made,  in  the  aggregate  amount  to  the  sum  of  $297,252  25. 

The  amount  of  bills  receivable  now  on  hand,  derived  from  the  sales  of 
every  description  of  canal  property,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $354,6*25  00. 

There  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  from  the  sales  of  canal  lands, 
town  lots,  timber,  &c.,  since  the  commencement  of  the  canal  in  1636,  up 
to  the  first  of  November,  1844,  the  sum  of  $932,407  91. 

The  following  exhibits  the  amount  received  in  the  Treasury,  for  the 
three  last  quarters  of  1843,  and  all  of  1844. 


1843,  2d  quarter, 


u 

3d 

4  th 

1844, 

1st 

<4 

2d 

<4 

3d 

44 

4th 

Total, 

44 


44 


44 

44 

44 

44 


-  $14,173  29 

-  14,746  17 

-  56,394  01 


,301  09 
8,305  52 
14,682  66 
,823  66 


$85,313  47 


52,112  93 
$137,426  40 


The  above  sum  was  received  in  the  following  kinds  of  canal  funds, 
which  has  been  cancelled  and  packed  up  as  redeemed  paper,  viz: 

Interest  scrip,  -  $11,007  00 

Interest  on  same,  -----  2,751  00 

Governor’s  scrip,  -----  3,724  00 

Interest  on  same,  -----  78  40 

Indebtedness,  ------  119,866  00 


Total, 


$137,426  40 


The  following  exhibits  the  cash  account  in  the  Treasurer’s  office,  in 
eluding  the  years  1840,  1811,  1842,  and  the  first  quarter  of  1843. 


1840, 

1^41, 

1842, 

1st  quarter  of  1843, 
Total, 


$24,680  82 
27,587  05 
158,347  77 
61,479  49 


72,095  13 


Amount  of  canal  funds  accounted  for  by  the  late  Treasurer. 


For  the  year  184), 
For  the  year  1841, 
For  the  year  1842, 
First  quarter  of  1843, 

Total.  - 


-  $24,697  58 
27,631  98 

«  158,347  84 

60,449  96 

-  $271,127  36 

This  amount  deducted  from  the  above  sum  of  $272,095  13,  shows  a 
balance  of  $967  97  remaining  in  the  hands  of  said  Treasurer. 

The  Secretary’s  report  herewith  submitted,  (marked  A,)  exhibits  the 
different  kinds  of  scrip  and  indebtedness  issued  by  the  Board — the  amount 
now  in  circulation — the  various  expenditures  classed  under  their  appropri¬ 
ate  heads,  including  contingent  disbursements— the  amount  of  interest 
paid  on  balances  due  the  contractors,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  al¬ 
lowance  and  payment  of  interest,  and  money  due  the  contractors  on  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,”  approved  March  3,  1843— the  number  ot 
agents  in  the  employ  of  the  State  since  the  last  annual  report,  their  com¬ 
pensation  and  the  time  they  left  the  service,  and  all  other  business  done 
through  that  office. 

The  entire  amount  of  payments  upon  the  canal  from  its  commence¬ 
ment  in  the  spring  of  1836,  up  to  the  first  of  November,  1844,  is  $5,039,- 
248  04. 


During  the  year,  1836, 

1837, 

1838, 

1839, 

1840, 

1841, 
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it 

it 

u 
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ti 

it 


it 

ti 
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it 

a 

ti 

ii 


1843, 

1844, 


Total, 

Construction,  - 
Contingent, 


$99,910  6 
335,731  70 
909,611  33 

-  1,256,243  12 

-  1,340,533  06 

231,870  17 
568,394  69 
210,751  54 
815,232  1.0 

-  $5,039,248  04 
$4,674,637  23 

364,610  81 

- $5,039,248  04 


A  considerable  amount  of  the  contingencies  exhibited  above,  were  ex¬ 
pended  for  the  benefit  of  the  land  and  other  canal  property,  which  has 
been  fully  explained  in  former  reports  of  the  Board. 

The  Secretary’s  report,  above  alluded  to,  gives  every  item,  and  shows 
the  amount  thus  expended  to  be  the  sum  of  $121,957  58,  which  sum 
deducted  from  the  gross  amount  of  contingent  expenses,  leaves  the  true 
amount  of  contingencies  for  superintendance  at  the  sum  of  $242,652  93. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  of  Bonds  sold  on  account  of  the 
canal ,  by  the  Fund  Commissioners  and  other  agents, from  its  commence¬ 
ment  in  1836,  up  to  the  present  time . 


Under  the  act  of  January  9,  1836,  five  hundred  bonds, 
of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  sold  by  Governor  Dun¬ 
can  to  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  payable  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  - 

$500,000 

Under  the  act  of  March  2,  1837,  five  hundred  bonds, 
of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  sold  by  Gov.  Duncan 
to  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  payable  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  ------ 

500,000 

Under  act  of  July  21,  1837,  three  hundred  bonds,  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  sold  by  Gen.  Rawlings  to 
J.  Belafield  payable  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

300,000 

Under  the  act  of  February  23,  1839,  one  thousand 
bonds,  of  £225  sterling  each,  sold  by  Gen.  Rawlings 
and  Gov.  Reynolds  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
payable  in  London,  ----- 

1,000,000 

Under  the  same  act  of  February  23,  1839,  one  hun¬ 
dred  bonds  of  £225  sterling  each,  sold  by  General 
Thornton,  to  various  contractors,  payable  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  ----- 

100,000 

Under  same  act  of  February  23,  1839,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  bonds  of  £225  sterling  each,  sold  by  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Co.,  of  .London,  under  a  contract  made 
by  Judge  Young  and  Gov.  Reynolds,  payable  in 
London,  -  - 

150,  GOO 

Under  same  act  of  February  23,  1839,  one  thousand 
bonds  of  £225  sterling  each,  sold  by  Gov.  Carlin  to 
the  canal  contractors,  and  by  their  agent  General 
Thornton,  to  Messrs.  Magniac,  Smith  &  Co.  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  payable  in  London,  - 

1,000,000 

Under  the  same  act  of  February  23, 1839,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  bonds  ot  one  thousand  dollars  each, 

sold  bv  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  under  the 

%> 

directions  of  Gov.  Carlin,  to  the  canal  contractors 
in  1841,  payable  in  the  city  of  New  York,  - 

197,000 

Eighty-four  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  sold 
by  Gen.  Whiteside,  to  Messrs.  Duffee  &  Co.,  of  this 
amount  forty-eight  bonds  having  been  redeemed  by 
Gov.  Ford,  leaving  a  balance  of, 

36,000 

Amount  of  interest  due  on  the  above  bonds,  up  to  Jan¬ 
uary,  1845,  say  about,  - 

783,660 

Total  amount  of  bonds  and  interest,  - 

$4,566,660 

(24) 
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Statement — Con  tinued. 


Amount  of  canal  scrip  in  circulation,  bearing  six  per 
cent,  interest,  from  the  first  day  of  March,  1844, 
Interest  cn  the  same,  from  the  first  of  March,  1840,  up 
to  the  first  of  December,  1844,  - 

The  amount  of  Canal  indebtedness  in  circulation  with¬ 
out  interest,  ------ 

Amount  of  ninety  day  checks  in  circulation  without 
interest,  ------ 

Amount  of  balance  due  contractors,  - 
Amount  of  damages  awarded  for  injury  done  by  the 
canal  in  running  across  private  property, 

Amount  of  scrip  issued  by  Governor  Ford  in  payment 
of  damages,  awarded  canal  contractors,  and  now 
outstanding,  -  - 

Amount  of  interest  on  same,  about,  -  -  - 


§319,885  04 ’ 

91,161  53 

301,678  70 

316  00 
86,962  37 

23,587  96 

226,353  72 
14,000  00 


Total,  -------- 

This  sum  added  to  the  total  amount  of  canal  bonds, 
and  interest,  makes  the  canal  debt  in  the  aggregate 
the  sum  of,  -  -  -  -  - 


$1,063,945  14 
$5,630,605  14 


The  chief  Engineer  in  his  report  (marked  C,)  and  herewith  submitted, 
gives  a  very  full  and  satisfactory  exposition  of  his  department.  He  ex¬ 
hibits  the  entire  amount  of  work  measured  on  the  canal,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  operations  in  the  spring  of  1836,  up  to  the  first  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1844;  with  a  tabular  statement  accompanying  the  report,  showing 
the  amount  of  work  estimated  upon  each  section  and  structure,  with  the 
various  items  estimated,  and  the  price  paid  for  each;  also  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  several  proposed  changes  of  the  canal,  and  makes  a  num¬ 
ber  of  suggestions,  which  are  submitted  as  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  several  proposed  plans  of  the  canal  as 
submitted  in  his  report,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1st,  or  original  plan,  -  $2,353,772  96 

2nd  do  -  -  -  -  "1,485,095  86 

3rd  do  -  1,772,035  53 

4th  do  -  1,733,240  50 

5th  do  -  -  -  -  1,688,640  08 

6th  do  -  -  -  •  1,579,846  07 

The  Commissioner  deems  it  unnecessary  on  this  occasion  to  express 
an  opinion,  in  reference  to  the  above  proposed  plans,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  all  considered  practicable;  the  whole  matter  is,  therefore,  submitted 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Legislature  to  adopt  that  plan,  it  may  in 
its  wisdom  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  State. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say,  that  on  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Davis  and  Capt. 
Swift,  on  the  line  of  canal  in  the  fall  of  1843,  the  agents  of  the  foreign 
bond-holders;  they  called  upon  me,  through  the  Hon.  Michael  Ryan,  for 


9 


(25) 

information  touching  the  cost  of  construction  and  expenditures,  and  of 
the  canal  debt.  The  amount  and  description  of  the  unsold  lands  with 
their  value,  according  to  the  different  classifications.  The  estimates  for 
completing  the  canal  upon  the  various  plans  submitted  in  the  Engineer’s 
report — together  with  a  demand  upon  me  to  survey  a  rout  of  thirty -three 
miles,  from  Aurora  on  Fox  river,  to  the  summit  level  of  the  canal,  in  order 
to  test  the  practicability  of  making  said  river  a  feeder; — which  survey 
required  the  services  of  a  full  corps  of  engineers.  A  detailed  report  of 
which  was  furnished  said  agents — together  with  copies  of  all  the  papers 
and  accounts  which  they  deemed  necessary  to  lay  before  the  foreign 
bond-holders,  for  their  information. 

The  labor  and  expense  created  by  this  call  upon  me,  can  only  be  fully 
comprehended  by  reference  to  the  voluminous  copies  which  i  retained, 
and  which  I  have  now  in  my  possession  subject  to  inspection,  if  a  call 
shall  be  made  upon  me.  In  addition  to  all  this,  I  furnished  said  agents 
with  a  map  embracing  the  entire  length  of  the  canal,  exhibiting  the 
lands  sold  and  unsold,  for  five  miles  on  each  side  of  said  canal,  divided 
into  sections  and  quarter  sections,  half  quarter  sections  and  quarter  quar¬ 
ter  sections,  showing  upon  each  tract  sold,  the  amount  the  same  sold  for.. 
And  also  a  map  of  each  of  the  towns  laid  out  upon  canal  lands,  desig¬ 
nating  the  lots  sold. 

The  time  consumed,  and  the  number  of  persons  employed,  necessary 
to  enable  me  to  give  all  this  required  information,  has  necessarily  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  contingent  expenses  for  the  last  two  years. 

Should  not  the  foregoing  report  and  accompanying  documents  contain 
all  the  information  desired,  any  further  statements  will  be  cheerfully  giv¬ 
en  at  any  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  FRY, 

Acting  Commissioner • 


SECRETARY’S  REPORT. 


To  ihe  Acting  Commissioner 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal: 

The  following  statement  will  present  a  general  view  of  the  business 
transactions  of  my  department  of  the  canal  office  during  the  two  past 
years. 

During  the  year  1839,  for  the  want  of  funds  to  pay  for  work  as  fast  as 
it  was  done,  checks  upon  the  Bank,  payable  ninety  days  after  date,  were 
issued,  at  two  different  times.  My  last  report,  in  the  fall  of  1842,  showed 
that  these  checks  had  all  been  redeemed,  except  the  sum  of  $3*23,  and 
that  $123,  belonging  to  the  contingent  fund,  was  left  in  the  Bank  for  their 
redemption.  Since  that  report,  $7  only  have  been  presented  for  pay¬ 
ment.  These  were  redeemed,  and  the  balance  of  funds  for  their  redemp¬ 
tion  withdrawn  from  the  Bank.  This  leaves  still  charged  to  circulation, 
(of  this  kind  of  currency,)  the  sum  of  $316 — which  being  in  small  checks 
it  is  presumed  have  been  mostly  or  all  lost  or  destroyed. 

Of  the  small  at-sight checks,  to-wit:  $1,  $2  50  and  $5,  issued  in  the 
fall  of  1840,  and  spring  of  1841,  and  for  the  redemption  of  which  pro¬ 
vision  was  made  by  a  deposit  in  Bank,  it  was  stated  in  the  last  report 
that  there  remained  in  circulation  the  sum  of  $17,523;  except  what 
might  have  been  redeemed  at  the  principal  Bank.  Since  that  time,  there 
has  been  received  at  this  office,  from  the  principal  Bank,  the  sum  of 
$10,344  50.  Leaving  still  in  circulation  $7,178  50 — except  what  has 
been  redeemed  by  the  Bank,  since  April  28,  1843,  the  date  of  the  last 
remittance. 

The  amount  of  checks,  to-wit:  $409,448  70,  issued  March  1st,  1840, 
under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  has  been 
reduced  by  redemption  at  the  Bank,  and  receiving  them  in  this  office  in 
payment  for  lands,  <&c.,  to  the  sum  of  $319,885  04;  which  balance  is 
still  charged  to  circulation. 

Contractors  accepted  orders,  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  remain  un¬ 
paid  to  the  amount  of  $27,921  64.  These  were  a  means  of  payment  to 
contractors,  adopted  in  the  spring  of  1841,  and  by  which  payments  were 
made  for  work  done  before  that  time,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  year, 
and  are  here  known  by  the  name  of  ‘‘State  indebtedness.5’ 

That  kind  of  acknowledgment  of  debt,  called,  in  my  last  report,  “ca¬ 
nal  indebtedness,”  has  continued  to  be  the  principal  currency  of  this 
office  during  the  two  last  years;  both  in  paying  contractors  and  receiving 
payment  for  lands,  lots,  &c.  From  the  commencement  of  the  use  of  this 
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kind  of  currency,  to  this  time,  there  have  been  issued  the  amounts,  and 
of  the  denominations  following  to  wit: 


8,090 

$1 

00 

equal 

to 

$8,090 

00 

2,400 

2 

50 

a 

a 

6,000 

00 

2,400 

5 

00 

a 

a 

12,000 

00 

1,198 

10 

00 

4i 

a 

11,980 

00 

599 

20 

00 

(( 

a 

11,980 

00 

599 

50 

00 

a 

a 

29,950 

00 

5,950 

100 

00 

a 

a 

595,000 

00 

- - -  $675,000  00 

Of  this  sum,  -  -  -  -  58,129  30, 

remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Acting  Commissioner;  the 
balance  of  a  fund  for  payment  to  contractors,  making 
the  amount  charged  to  circulation,  -  $616,870  70 

Of  this  last  amount  there  has  been  redeemed  by  payments 
into  the  Treasurer’s  office,  for  lands,  lots,  &c.,  the  sum  of,  315,192  00 

Leaving  a  balance  charged  to  circulation  of,  -  -  $301, 67S  70 

There  is  a  third  species  of  indebtedness,  which  is  current  in  transact¬ 
ing  the  business  of  this  office,  to-wit:  ‘‘Governor’s  scrip,”  (so  called);  that 
issued  by  that  officer  under  authority  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  to  pay  contractors’  damages  upon  the  relinquishment  of  their 
contracts.  This  has  been  received  in  payment  for  lands,  lots,  &c.,  (in¬ 
cluding  the  sum  of  $78  40  allowed  thereon  for  interest,)  to  the  amount 
of  $3,724  64,  As  the  circulation  and  redemption  accounts,  of  all  the 
various  kinds  of  canal  currency,  checks,  scrip,  and  indebtedness,  are 
kept  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  the  Governor’s  scrip  also  has  been  cancel¬ 
led,  passed  over  by  the  Acting  Commissioner,  (acting  as  Treasurer,)  to  the 
same  office;  where  the  face  of  said  scrip,  (exclusive  of  interest,)  is  charged 
to  redemption  account,  (of  that  particular  kind  of  currency,)  and  packed 
and  sealed  up  as  other  redeemed  paper,  the  same  being  $3,724  64. 

There  has  been  no  new  contracts  made,  or  work  done  upon  the  canal, 
during  the  two  past  years;  but  considerable  payments  made  for  work 
heretofore  done,  and  payment  delayed  for  want  of  means. 

Of  the  tabular  statements  accompanying  this,  paper  No.  1,  exhibits 
the  amounts  paid  for  each  year,  and  the  parts  of  the  line  upon  which  the 
same  has  been  done. 

For  construction,  -  $244,524  36 

For  contingencies,  -  -  52,359  38 

Total,  ------  $296,883  74 

- -  . 

In  former  reports  it  has  been  stated,  as  to  the  manner  of  keeping  the 
accounts  in  this  office,  that  all  sums  paid  for  work  upon  the  canal,  and 
those  alone,  are  charged  to  the  respective  sections  or  jobs,  and  at  regular 
periods  these  accounts  are  carried  to  construction,  as  a  general  account 
for  all  payments  for  work;  and  that  all  other  payments  are  carried  to  the 
head  of  contingencies.  But  during  the  twolast  years  a  claim  lor  interest 
upon  balances  due  contractors  has  arisen  under  an  act  of  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature.  This,  though  not  strictly  for  work,  is  properly 
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chargeable,  and  has  been  charged  to  the  respective  jobs,  and  is  conse¬ 
quently  carried  to  the  general  account  of  construction,  and,  in  paper  No, 
1,  is  included  in  the  amount  of  payments  to  contractors.  The  said  in¬ 
terest  was  paid  on  the  several  divisions  as  follows: 

On  the  Summit  Division,  -  $14,159  21 

44  Middle  44  -  3,753  10 

“  Western  44  -  1,727  56 


Total, . $19,639  87 

I  would  here  remark  that  whenever  it  is  made  known  to  this  office, 
what  sums  have  been  paid  to  contractors  for  damages  upon  relinquishing 
their  contracts,  the  several  amounts  will  be  charged  to  the  respective 
jobs,  in  order  that  their  entire  cost,  as  well  as  that  of  the  whole  work, 
may  be  readily  shown. 

It  has  heretofore  been  remarked  that  large  sums  which  are  carried  to 
the  account  of  contingencies,  do  not  properly  belong  thereto,  as  the  term 
is  generally  understood.  The  same  may  be  repeated  of  the  contingent 
account  of  the  two  last  years,  as  exhibited  in  paper  No.  1.  These  irregu¬ 
lar,  or  extraordinary  contingent  accounts  of  these  years  amount  to  the 
sum  of,  -  -  -  -  -  -  $19,293  39 

In  this  amount  is  included  checks  issued  for  the  payment 
of  contractors,  and,  after  the  fund  for  their  redemption 
was  exhausted,  redeemed  out  of  the  contingent  fund, 
and  cancelled  and  charged  to  incidentals,  because  they 
could  be  charged  no  where  else,  ($672  56.) 

There  has  also  been  paid  and  included  in  the  said  contin¬ 
gent  account  for  officers  and  agents’  services,  previous  to 
these  years,  the  sum  of  -  -  -  -  -  $9,231  00 

Also  accounts  made  before  that  time,  then  standing  open, 

and  since  transferred  to  incidentals,  -  $1,678  50 

In  all,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  $30,202  89 

This  sum  deducted  from  the  contingent  account  leaves 

the  sum  of  ------  $22,156  49 

In  this  last  sum  is  included  an  expenditure  of  about  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  occasioned  by  an  examination  made  the  last  winter  by  Messrs. 
Davis  and  Swift. 

Paper  No.  2,  an  account  of  the  Secretary  with  the  contingent  fund, 
shows  that  the  two  years  commenced  with  the  sum  of  $111,464  03,  in 
the  Secretary’s  hands  belonging  to  the  fund,  and  ended  with  the  sum  of 
$66,640  03. 

These  large  sums  in  this  fund  are  mostly  occasioned  by  retaining  from 
contractors’  estimates,  sums  sufficient  to  redeem  their  orders,  mentioned 
in  the  former  part  of  this  report. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  accounts  upon  the  Secretary’s  books,  with 
balances  as  debits,  or  credits,  to  the  said  fund;  nearly  all  of  which  are 
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kept  open  on  account  of  the  transactions  with  the  contractors  by  means 
of  the  said  orders.  The  amount  of  the  said  balances  stand  as  follows: 

Debits,  ------  $13, .378  84 

Credits,  ------  22,504  84 


Paper  No.  3,  a  list  of  the  several  jobs  upon  which  any  thing  remains 
due,  shows  an  amount  still  due  contractors  for  work  done  upon  the  canal 
of  $75,903  54,  and  interest,  under  the  law  of  last  session,  up  to  Dec.  1, 
1844,  of  $10,198  86. 

Some  of  the  dues  therein  set  forth,  to-wit:  on  sections  59,  60,  and  75,  have 
in  fact  been  mostly  paid,  by  the  acceptance  and  payment  of  their  orders; 
and  constitute  the  greatest  part  of  the  debits  above  mentioned,  as  stand¬ 
ing  upon  the  Secretary’s  accounts  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Of  the  allowances  of  damages  occasioned  by  the  construction  of  the 
canal  across  private  property,  there  remains  unpaid  the  sum  of  $17,560  40. 
Interest  thereon,  up  to  Dec.  1,  1844,  $6,027  56, 

From  the  foregoing  the  following  condensed  account  is  made. 

The  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  for 

the  payment  of  contractors,  -  $58,130  30 

The  amount  belonging  to  the  contingent  fund  in  the  hands 

of  the  Secretary,  -----  66,646  03 

The  sum  of  the  debits  of  individual  accounts  on  the  Sec¬ 
retary’s  hooks,  ------  13,578  84 


Potal,  ----- 
Undrawn  demands  of  contractors, 

Interest  thereon,  to  Dec.  1,  1844,  - 
Damages  allowed  individuals, 

Interest  thereon,  to  Dec.  1,  1844,  - 
Amount  of  individual  credits  on  the  Secre- 

- —f~  .  I  w  '  **  ‘  ^  . 

tary’s  books,  - 


-  $138,355  17 
$75,963  54 
10,198  86 
17,560  40 
6,027  56 

22,564  84 

- _  132,255  20 


Balance, 


$6,099  97 


In  the  last  report,  the  aggregate  account  of  all  the  articles 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  contractors  stood  with  a 
balance  in  favor  of  the  commissioners  of,  -  -  $471  55 

Since  that  time  there  have  been  a  few  articles  of  canal 

stores  sold  for,  -  -  -  -  -  -  8  96 


$480  5! 

And  an  item  of  expense  paid  for  receiving,  storing,  and  de¬ 
livering  the  same  of,  -  -  -  -  350  00 

Which  leaves  a  balance  in  their  favor  of,  -  -  -  $130  5! 


It  will  be  observed,  that  among  contingencies  there  is  an  item  of 
$1,199  35  charged  to  the  Sauganaskee  road.  This  is  the  amount  of  a 
judgment,  (with  the  interest,)  recovered  against  the  Commissioners  under 
a  contract  made  in  the  fall  of  the  vear  1836. 
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Paper  No.  4,  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  agents  in  the  employment  of 
the  Board,  any  part  of  the  two  last  years;  the  nature  of  their  services 
and  their  compensation. 

There  has  becen  no  sale  of  canal  property  during  these  years,  except 
the  one  of  forfeited  lands  and  town  lots,  under  the  law  of  the  last  Legis¬ 
lature.  This  took  place  in  October,  1843,  and  the  result  will  particular¬ 
ly  appear  from  a  list  of  the  lands  and  lots  sold  from  the  Treasurer’s  office. 

The  whole  payment  upon  the  canal,  from  the  commencement  of  oper¬ 
ations  thereon,  in  the  spring  of  1836,  to  the  present  time,  is  §'5,039,248  04 


During  the  year  1830, 

1837, 

1838, 

1839, 

1 840, 

1841, 

1842, 

1843, 

1844, 


u 


ti 

a 

a 


u 


a 


tt 


it 


a 

a 

a 

a 

it 

a 


a 


u 


Charged  to  construction, 
Charged  to  contingencies. 


$99,910  63 
335.731  70 
909,611  33 
1,256,243  12 
1,340,533  06 
231,870  17 
568,394  69 
210,751  54 
86,232  10 

$4,674,637  23 
364,610  81 


§5,039,248  04 


§5,039,248  04 


In  the  last  report  mention  was  made  of  a  large  amount  of  extraordina¬ 
ry  contingent  accounts,  and  a  list  given  of  their  several  sums,  and  the 
heads  under  which  they  had  been  charged;  and  a  similar  remark  has  al¬ 
ready  been  made  of  the  contingencies  of  the  two  last  years.  A  list  of 
such  accounts,  including  the  statements  for  both  reportsstands  thus: 


Office  lot  for  1842, 

$544 

67 

Canal  towns,  “ 

2.2  IS 

50 

Canal  office,  44 

1,500 

00 

Sauganaskee  road, 

40,732 

25 

for  1844. 

$1,199 

35 

Land  Agency,  44 

16,618 

08 

a 

it 

4,602 

82 

Lock  port  office,  “ 

4,602 

56 

Lockport  houses,  44 

6,611 

63 

Real  estate,  44 

7,207 

03 

a 

it 

1,085 

43 

Ware-house,  44 

4,209 

37 

Painting  account,44 

657 

17 

Right  of  way,  44 

17,763 

23 

Negotiation, 

m 

a 

St 

253 

23 

Incidentals, 

as 

a 

ii 

672 

56 

$102,664 

49 

$19,293 

39 

Together  making  the 

sum  of 

m 

mm 

$121,957 

88 

Which  sum,  deducted  from  the  total  amount  of  contingencies  charged 
ms  above  stated,  leaves  the  amount  of  contingencies  proper  §242,652  93. 

The  exact  uniformity,  which  for  some  years  prevailed  between  the 
estimates  in  the  Engineer's  office,  and  the  payments,  with  the  per  cent, 
retained  in  the  Secretary's  office,  no  longer  exists.  This  has  been  occa- 
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(31) 

sioned  by  the  delay  of  payment  of  estimates.  The  payment  of  interest 
on  balances  due  contractors  under  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature,  and  in  a  few  cases  of  payments  by  arrangement  between  the 
Commissioners  and  contractors,  without  the  usual  estimate  in  the  Engi¬ 
neer’s  office. 

J.  MANNING,  Secretary . 

Canal  Office,  Lockport,  Nov.  15,  1844. 


No.  L 

Amounts  paid  during  the  two  years . 


To  contractors  during  the  year  1843, 

“  «  44  “  1844, 

Total,  m  m  m  m 

Upon  the  Summit  division,  - 
Upon  the  Middle  do 
Upon  the  Western  do  - 

For  contingencies  during  the  year  1843, 
“  44  «  “  1844. 


Total, 


$181, 00S  39 
63,515  97 

$244,524  36 


430,217  58 
54,175  97 
60,130  81 


29,743  25 
22,616  13 


$244,524  30 


52,359  38 


$296,883  74 


( 


(32) 
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No.  2. 


Dr.  J.  Manning,  Secretary ,  in  account  with  the  Contingent  Fund . 


1842. 
Dec.  1. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter  and 
as  reported  in  last  report, 

$111,464  03 

1843. 
Jan.  16. 

Incidentals*  - 

$260  00 

u  u 

Postage  account, 

11  11 

u  a 

Armour  &  Lamb,  - 

307  12 

«  23 

John  Lonergan,  - 

1  65 

1843. 

Credit . 

579  88 

112,043  91 

March  1. 

B y  amount  paid  out  during  the 
quarter,  for  the  objects  and 
amounts,  see  vouchers,  - 

. . 

10,771  67 

April  4 

Or  * 

To  Wilder  &  Co.,’  - 

112  00 

101,272  24 

ii  it 

To  D.  Lynch,  - 

1,113  00 

fi  if 

To  J.  &  S.  R.  Clifford,  - 

400  00 

if  it 

To  D.  Sanger  &  Sons, 

3,000  00 

May  29. 

ToH.&Rush,  -  - 

600  00 

it*  a 

To  J.  Bracken,  - 

423  82 

Credit. 

~ 

5,648  82 

106.921  06 

June  1. 

By  amount  paid  out,  see  vouchers, 

— 

25,232  09 

June  30. 

Dr. 

To  S.  S.  &  Wallace,  - 

4,761  32 

81.688  97 

«  it 

To  W.  Brodie  &  Co., 

65  00 

t;  a 

To  D.  Sanger  &  Sons, 

.  2,000  00 

ii  (4 

To  M.  B,  &  Rood,  sec.  35,  - 

343  31 

if  if 

To  M.  Hurlbut,  - 

1,000  00 

ii  if 

To  John  Lon  organ,  - 

250  00 

8,419  63 

Aug.  28. 

To  E.  B.  Talcott,  - 

— 

91  99 

Sept.  1. 

Credit. 

By  amount  paid  out,  see  vouchers, 

90,200  59 

13,100  73 

Nov.  25. 

Dr. 

To  James  Brooks,  - 

77,039  86 

738  31 

(Amount  carried  over) 

77,778  17 

17 


(33) 


No.  2. — Continued . 


Amount  bro’t  forward 

$77,778  17 

1843 

Credit . 

Dec.  1. 

By  amount  paid  out,  see  vouchers, 

Dr* 

5,445  94 

72,332  23 

“  12. 

To  C.  Connel  &  Sons, 

403  20 

To  Mott  &  Owens,  - 

180  00 

U  U 

To  A.  F.  McDonald,  - 

2,408  43 

ii  a 

To  Beach,  Rood  &  Co., 

3,349  82 

U  U 

same  - 

398  85 

u  a 

To  J.  T.  Temple,  - 

3,331  50 

10,071  80 

“  15. 

To  Roberts  &  Roberts, 

— 

3,050  13 

16. 

To  J.  T.  Temple, 

96  84 

ii  6i 

To  Beach,  Rood,  &  Co.,  - 

65  84 

ii  ii 

1844 

same  .... 

•  * 

552  76 

715  44 

Feb.  5. 

To  R.  B.  Talcott,  - 

Credit . 

166  66 

86,336  26 

March  1. 

By  amount  paid  out,  see  vouchers, 

Dr . 

8,315  07 

78,021  19 

Aug.  15, 

To  0.  &  Strail,  - 

1,000  00 

44  20. 

To  C.  and  Hervy,  - 

Credit . 

10,113  59 

11,113  59 

89,134  78 

Sept.  1. 

By  amount  paid  out,  see  vouchers, 

Dr, 

16,471  22 

72,663  56 

‘4  10. 

To  W.  B.  &  E.  Newton,  - 

130  00 

Nov.  1. 

To  canal  stores,  - 
To  incidentals,  - 

Credit . 

2  40 

7  25 

139  65 

72,803  21 

a  a 

By  amount  paid  out,  see  vouchers, 

- 

6,157  18 

Bah  ... 

— 

$66,646  03 

J.  MANNING,  Secretary • 

Lockport,  Nov.  15,  1844. 


* 


(M) 


IS 


No.  3. 


List  of  jobs  of  work  upon  which  balances  remain  due . 


Description. 

Balance  due. 

i  Int’st  to  Dec.  1, 1844. 

Section 

No.  25,  - 

245  00 

35  51 

u 

«  26,  - 

- 

- 

104  08 

10  92 

a 

“  46,  - 

- 

1,961  86 

441  44 

a 

“  54,  - 

- 

- 

2,393  33 

984  28 

u 

“  59,  - 

- 

- 

16,768  68 

1.392  44 

a 

«  60,  - 

- 

5,943  82 

2  37 

a 

“  75,  - 

*> 

- 

5,951  22 

76  05 

u 

“  76,  - 

« 

« 

7,000  00 

66  98 

a 

41  92,  - 

- 

«•> 

595  81 

18  30 

u 

«  93,  - 

* 

m 

2,793  15 

677  78 

66 

“  114,  - 

- 

23  97 

U 

44  118,  - 

26  30 

a 

<£  146,  - 

- 

- 

3,429  03 

219  08 

44 

64  195,  J 

44 

44  196,  > 

- 

21,411  48 

4,991  52 

44 

44  197,S 

Culvert 

No.  19,  - 

- 

112  36 

Slides  on 

11)1,  2,  3,  and  4, 

- 

321  24 

59  47 

Protection  wall  No.  1, 

- 

- 

112  30 

25  21 

£•  R.  embankment, 

- 

- 

28  71 

4  77 

Lock  No.  13, 

ws 

- 

915  99 

182  00 

a  « 

15, 

w> 

- 

5  64 

1  26 

Protection  wall  No.  3, 

- 

- 

782  60 

176  15 

River  section, 

- 

5,036  97 

833  33 

$75,963  54 

$10,108  86 

J.  MANNING,  Secretary • 

Lockport,  Nov.  15,  1844® 
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A  LIST  of  officers  and  agents  employed  by  the  Board . 


(36)  20 

List  of  forfeited  and  relinquished  lots ,  in  Chicago ,  Lockport ,  Ottawa  and 

La  Salle ,  so/4  in  October ,  1843. 


Location. 

Lots  and  paits  of  lots. 

Block. 

» 

Valuation. 

Amount  sold  for,. 

.  Chicago, 

8 

1 

3 

6 

81,300  00 
800 

$6,635  00 
7,000 

3 

6 

600 

4,100 

4 

6 

700 

5,360 

«6 

0 

6 

350 

1,400 

a 

8 

6 

400 

1,730 

East  half  2 

6 

300 

.  2,220 

6S 

2 

8 

200 

1,010 

66 

8 

8 

600 

3,300 

64 

1 

9 

200 

1,060  • 

U 

2 

9 

150 

560 

66 

5 

9 

400 

1,275 

8 

9 

400 

1,300 

66 

1 

12 

350 

1,510 

1,100 

t« 

2 

12 

250 

(y{* 

4 

12 

250 

1.000 

66 

8 

12 

250 

1,000 

O* 

9 

12 

600 

1,675 

66 

1 

13 

600 

4,000 

66 

2 

13 

400 

2,350 

66 

4 

13 

500 

3,050 

66 

7 

13 

400 

1,540 

66 

7 

23 

800 

2,830 

66 

8 

23 

1.000 

4,820 

66 

1 

24 

600 

1,325 

a 

8 

24 

700 

1,925 

66 

2 

25 

30 

800 

66 

O 

«L> 

25 

300 

510 

66 

4 

25 

350 

900 

66 

5 

25 

350 

900 

66 

6 

25 

300 

795 

66 

7 

25 

400 

830 

66 

8 

25 

500 

1,020 

66 

1 

26 

500 

1,130 

66 

2 

26 

400 

720 

66 

3 

26 

300 

550 

66 

4 

26 

350 

985 

66 

5 

26 

350 

750 

66 

6 

26 

300 

510 

66 

7 

26 

300 

600 

4* 

8 

26 

350 

875 

64 

9 

26 

600 

1.290 

66 

10 

26 

500 

1,200 

i 


Same  List — Continued 


Location. 

Lots  and  parts  of  lots. 

Block. 

Valuation. 

Amount  sold  for. 

Chicago. 

'  1 

27 

$700  00 

$2,900  00 

u 

2 

27 

500 

1.200 

a 

3 

27 

350 

900 

a 

4 

27 

400 

1,400 

a 

5 

27 

400 

1 ,420 

ii 

6 

27 

350 

725 

44 

7 

27 

350 

795 

a 

8 

27 

400 

1,100 

n  . 

9 

27 

650 

2,240 

a 

10 

27 

600 

1,945 

w  hf w  hf  1 

28 

200 

1,200 

a 

neqr  1 

28 

400 

790 

44 

7 

28 

400 

1,400 

ii 

8 

28 

550 

2,600 

«4 

s  hf  of  s  hf  3 

29 

150 

625 

*4 

4 

37 

1,800 

14,550 

44 

east  half  4 

42 

820  33 

3,580 

44 

7 

42 

700 

1,350 

44 

4 

44 

1,000 

5,500 

(4 

w  hf  of  w  hf  2 

45 

175 

1,210 

44 

3 

45 

400 

1,530 

<4 

4 

45 

600 

600 

44 

6 

45 

200 

780 

44 

7 

45 

400 

1,660 

44 

8 

45 

500 

2,450 

a 

&  w-gof  eg 1 

46 

402 

2,250 

i  4 

3 

46 

300 

875 

44 

4 

46 

400 

1,925 

4< 

5 

46 

400 

1,075 

a 

south  half  6 

46 

150 

600 

n 

7 

46 

300 

1,000 

44 

north  half  8 

46 

200 

710 

44 

10 

46 

400 

1,335 

44 

3 

47 

175 

575 

££ 

4 

47 

250 

830 

44 

5 

47 

250  | 

810 

(4 

6 

47 

175 

620 

ii 

7 

47 

175 

695 

a 

8 

47 

250 

1,210 

44 

9 

47 

360 

1,690 

44 

10 

47 

275 

930 

44 

south  half  3 

48 

100 

330 

44 

9 

48 

350 

825 

44 

3 

40 

300 

810 

(38) 


22 


ft 

Same  List — Continued, 


:  — rr - - .  ■  ~~ 

Location. 

Lots  and  parts  of  lots. 

Block. 

(1 

Valuation. 

. 

Amount  sold  for. 

Chicago, 

5 

49 

§400  00 

$930  00 

4< 

4 

49  ! 

400 

1,000 

44 

8 

49 

400 

1,230 

4  4 

9 

49 

500 

1 ,050 

44 

10 

49 

500 

i  960 

44 

noith  half  1 

50 

375 

1,110 

/i 

south  half  4 

50 

275 

920 

44 

6 

50 

400 

1 ,235 

44 

7 

50 

400 

1 ,065 

44 

10 

50 

500 

.  1,200 

a 

4 

51 

300 

4,000 

44 

n|  &l  nh  of  si  G 

51. 

300 

300 

44 

8 

51 

200 

2,050 

44 

9 

51 

150 

1,910 

44 

south  half  10 

51 

350 

400 

it 

1 

51 

500 

4,135 

U 

3 

51 

500 

2,530 

44 

5 

51 

250 

2,650 

44 

1 

52 

500 

4,200 

44 

2 

52 

350 

5.150 

<4 

6 

52 

150 

1 ,700 

ft 

south  half  7 

52 

350 

2,540 

it 

8 

52 

500 

3,900 

44 

e  hf  of  e  hf  2 

53 

150 

660 

it 

5 

53 

600 

2,500 

4* 

7 

53 

500 

1,700 

44 

s  hf  of  s  hf  8 

53 

175 

560 

44 

north  half  4 

54 

400 

2,050 

it 

5 

54 

500 

2,510 

it 

w  hf  of  w  hf  6 

54 

100 

535 

Fractional  Section  Fifteen . 

><4 

4 

I 

900 

3,250 

44 

rv 

i 

1 

650 

2,170 

> 

<» 

8 

1 

800 

2,320 

it 

4 

2 

800 

800 

it 

7 

3 

250 

1,315 

(4 

4 

4 

800 

1,000 

44 

5 

4 

800' 

1,800 

ti 

n 

i 

4 

650 

1,900 

it 

s 

4 

700 

1,910 

it 

9 

4 

800 

2,340 

it 

1 

5 

700 

2,200 

44 

1  2 

5  ' 

700 

1,500 

I 

23  (39) 

Same  List — Continued. 


Location. 

Lots  and  parts  of  lots. 

Block. 

Valuation. 

Amount  sold  for. 

Chicago, 

3 

5 

$500  00 

$2,300  Ott 

<u 

south  half  4 

5 

250 

1,070 

u 

5 

5 

500 

1,550 

south  half  9 

5 

300 

1,020 

4  ? 

10 

5 

600 

2,365 

it 

1 

6 

800 

2,300 

a 

2 

6 

800 

2,540 

a 

4 

6 

500 

1,795 

4  4 

9 

6 

550 

2,500 

a 

north  half  2 

7 

275 

1,450 

a 

5 

7 

300 

1,050 

a 

1 

8 

500 

1,480 

44 

2 

8 

500 

1,830 

i  t 

3 

8 

300 

1,315 

a 

4 

8 

400  »  ■ 

980 

44 

6 

8 

300 

300 

it 

7 

8 

300 

900 

ti 

10 

8 

40  0 

1,230 

a 

9 

9 

400 

1,040 

a 

south  half  5 

9 

150 

330 

a 

6 

9 

225 

610 

4  * 

7 

9 

200 

500 

8 

9 

300 

520 

44 

10 

9 

300 

680 

it 

3 

10 

300 

300 

4  w 

5 

10 

225 

600 

44 

8 

10 

225 

560 

a 

9 

10 

300 

680 

44 

1 

12 

300 

590 

<4 

2 

12 

250 

510 

44 

5 

12 

150 

620 

<4 

0 

12 

150 

420 

44 

7 

12 

150 

350 

4< 

8 

12 

500 

415 

44 

9 

12 

200 

565 

4* 

north  half  10 

12 

75 

190 

44 

s  hf  of  s  hf  10 

12 

60 

255 

44 

1 

13 

150 

465 

it 

5 

13 

100 

385 

44 

8 

13 

100 

385 

44 

9 

13 

125 

465 

4i 

10 

13 

125 

475 

44 

1 

16 

125 

435 

44 

2 

16 

123 

370 

44 

3 

16 

100 

390 
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Same  List—- Continued. 


Location. 

Lots  and  parts  of  lots. 

Block. 

Valuation. 

Amount  sold  for. 

Chicago, 

4 

16 

$100  00 

$385  00 

a 

5 

16 

100 

380 

u 

7  ’ 

16 

100 

300 

u 

8 

16 

!00 

400 

u 

9 

16 

112 

420 

10 

16 

112 

400 

1 

'  17 

112 

380 

a 

2 

17 

112 

400 

ii 

3 

17 

100 

320 

U 

4 

17 

100 

360 

u 

5 

17 

100 

315 

it 

8 

17 

100 

370 

4  & 

9 

17 

105 

345 

44 

9 

18 

105 

335 

«i 

1 

20 

100 

360 

2 

20 

100 

410 

a 

3 

20 

100 

320 

&( 

4 

20 

100 

325 

H 

5 

20 

100 

325 

*4 

6 

20 

100 

330 

a 

7 

20 

100 

330 

Si 

8 

20 

100 

350 

U 

9 

20 

100 

330 

&S 

10 

20 

100 

310 

a 

1 

21 

75 

255 

2 

21 

75 

255 

(4 

3 

21 

75 

225 

il 

4 

21 

75 

255 

(i 

5 

21 

75 

225 

a 

13 

21 

75 

233 

a 

1 

23 

75 

315 

a 

2 

23 

75 

165 

u 

3 

23 

75 

95 

(4 

4 

23 

75 

95 

U 

5 

23 

75 

85 

44 

6 

23 

75 

100 

Lots  in 

Lockport . 

Lockport, 

2 

63 

100 

160 

<4 

6 

68 

50 

50 

a 

2 

83 

75 

75 

u  • 

6 

100 

80 

235 

<u 

2 

105 

75 

380 
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Same  List — Continued. 


Lots  in  the  original  town  of  Ottawa. 

Location. 

Lots  and  parts  of  lots. 

Block. 

Valuation. 

Amount  sold  for. 

Ottawa, 

1 

24 

$15  00 

$15  00 

a 

2 

24 

20 

20 

<< 

3 

24 

20 

20 

4 

24 

25 

25 

u 

1 

25 

25 

25 

a 

4 

25 

50 

50 

a 

4 

27 

40 

40 

a 

1 

28 

20 

20 

a 

2 

28 

20 

20 

a 

1 

35 

20 

20 

u 

2 

35 

20 

20 

a 

3 

35 

20 

20 

u 

1 

36 

50 

50 

a 

4 

37 

50 

50 

u 

s  hf  of  s  hf  1 

38 

15 

15 

it, 

2 

38 

50 

50 

il 

3 

38 

50 

50 

u 

4 

39 

50 

50 

States'’  addition  to  Ottawa . 

ii 

4 

55 

300 

300 

n 

11 

59 

100 

200 

a 

6 

44 

300 

550 

a 

4 

85 

400 

700 

tt 

8 

85 

300 

525 

5 

90 

350 

565 

a 

9 

90 

350 

SCO 

()  b 

Lots  in  the  town  of  La  Salle . 

La  Salle, 

5 

119 

550 

550 

u 

12 

119 

500 

555 

10 

120 

650 

1,006 

List  of  lands  sold  October ,  1843 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  ENGINEER, 


Canal  Office,  | 

Lockporl ,  December  1,  1844.  J 

To  Gen.  J.  Fry, 

Commissioner  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal: 

Sir:  My  official  connection  with  the  canal  having  ceased,  I  beg  leave 
to  present  the  present  condition  of  the  work  in  the  following 

REPORT: 

A  very  small  amount  of  labor  has  been  performed  upon  the  canal  since 
the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  (dated  December  1st,  1842,  and  the 
seventh  since  the  commencement  of  operations,)  and  the  condition  of  the 
work  consequently  remains  nearly  the  same  as  at  that  period.  The  only 
operations  have  been  upon  the  “new  lettings,”  or  that  part  of  the  line  be¬ 
tween  Dresden  and  Marseilles,  and  even  here  nothing  has  been  done 
since  early  in  the  spring  of  1843.  The  few  contractors  who,  up  to  that 
time  were  still  employed,  were  then  notified  to  suspend  their  work,  and 
all  operations  were  accordingly  suspended. 

The  increase  in  the  aggregate  estimates  of  the  amount  of  work  done 
upon  the  canal,  over  the  amount  given  in  my  last  report,  not  only  in¬ 
cludes  the  work  performed  since  that  time,  but  also  the  balances,  which, 
on  a  final  and  more  particular  estimate  have  been  found  to  be  due  con¬ 
tractors  for  work  previously  performed,  as  well  as  several  items  not  before 
embraced,  now  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Secretary.  In  some  in¬ 
stances,  however,  the  jobs  have  been  found  over-estimated,  and  the  ne¬ 
cessary  deductions  made  upon  a  final  settlement. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  work  performed  since  the  commencement  of 
the  canal  is  $4,737,250  81,  which  is  an  increase  of  $37,758  78  over 
the  amount  of  estimates  returned  in  my  last  report. 

This  work  has  been  performed  or  estimated  as  follows,  to-wit: 

-  '  $39,260  58 

350,649  90 
911,902  40 

-  1,479.907  58 

-  1,117,702  30 
644,875  94 
155,193  33 

37,758  78 


During 

the  year  ending 

Dec. 

1st,  1836, 

u 

a 

6i 

1837, 

a 

16 

ii 

1838, 

a 

ii 

ii 

1839, 

a 

4 ; 

ii 

1840, 

a 

<4 

ii 

1841, 

a 

ii 

U 

1842, 

1843, 

a 

ii 

ii 

Total, 

-  .. 

- 

34,737,250  81 


This*amount  ($4,737,250  81,)  show's  the  value  of  the  work  performed, 
estimated  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts  or  agreements  entered 
into  between  the  contractors  and  Commissioners,  the  price  paid  for  each 
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Item  having  been  governed  by  its  value  with  reference  to  the  whole  con¬ 
tract,  and  not  in  all  cases  hy  the  specific  price  of  the  item. 

fn  pursuance  of  this  principle,  the  excavation  in  deep  cutting  was  esti¬ 
mated  at  the  full  price  only  when  completed  to  bottom,  and  in  a  rateable 
proportion  for  the  excavation  nearer  the  surface.  Or,  for  example,  where 
the  price  was  thirty-five  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  the  whole  excavation 
from  surface  to  bottom,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  yard  was  estimated  for 
that  which  was  within  four  or  five  feet  of  the  surface,  it  was  intended 
that  the  twenty -five  cents  for  the  surface  work,  should  afford  as  large  a 
profit  in  proportion  to  the  amount,  as  the  full  price,  or  thirty-five  cents 
would  have  done  had  the  whole  excavation  to  bottom  been  fully  completed. 

That  the  contractors  did  not  feel  themselves  injured  by  this  mode  of 
estimating,  is  obvious,  from  the  fact  that  they  would  otherwise  have  com¬ 
pleted  their  work  to  bottom  as  they  progressed,  and  thus  have  obtained 
the  full  contract  price  per  yard.  But  on  the  contrary,  a  large  part  of  the 
unfinished  sections  upon  the  Summit  division,  and  especially  upon  the 
earth  work,  have  not  been  excavated  to  the  full  depth,  and  consequently 
a  large  amount  of  scaleage ,  (by  which  is  meant  the  difference  between  the 
contract  and  estimated  prices,)  had  been  retained  to  secure  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  contracts. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  explanation  that  the  scaleage  Was  not 
money  which  had  been  earned  by  the  contractors.  They  had  performed 
no  labor  which  was  an  equivalent  for  it,  and,  as  it  was  not  legally  or 
equitably  due,  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  it  could  not  be  paid  to 
the  contractors  without  an  express  law  for  that  purpose. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  at  its  last  session  passed  a  law  for  a  final 
settlement  with  all  contractors  upon  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal.  By 
this  law  they  were  to  receive  payment  for  their  machinery,  actual  dama¬ 
ges  for  depriving  them  of  their  contracts,  per  centage  and  scaleage.  They 
were  not,  however,  to  receive  any  thing  for  “prospective  damages,  or 
profits  which  they  might  have  made  by  completing  their  work.” 

This  scaleage  was  probably  allowed  as  an  oflsett  for  prospective  profits, 
and  contractors  may  not,  perhaps,  in  the  aggregate  receive  any  more,  if 
as  much  as  the  damages  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled  for  depriving 
them  of  their  contracts.  But  the  law  operates  very  unequally. 

The  contractor  who  has  excavated  50,000  cubic  yards  from  the  surface 
of  his  work  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  per  yard,  or  $10,000 
for  the  whole,  is,  by  this  law,  to  receive  as  much  money  as  the  contrac¬ 
tor  who  has  excavated  50,000  cubic  yards,  completing  the  work  from  top 
to  bottom  as  he  progressed,  at  a  cost  of  30  cents  per  yard,  or  $15,000. 
Thus  the  contractor  who  operates  superficially  receives  a  bonus  of 
$5,000. 

Many  of  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  system  upon  which  the 
business  of  the  canal  has  been  conducted,  seem  to  have  confounded  scale- 
age  with  per  centage.  The  former  term  has  been  explained — the  latter 
means  a  certain  per  centum  retained  by  the  commissioners,  (in  accord¬ 
ance  with  existing  contracts,)  from  the  estimates  of  the  Engineer.  Those 
estimates,  as  before  explained,  are  designed  to  represent  the  value  per 
contract  of  the  work  performed. 

The  subject  of  scaleage  and  per  centage  is  here  alluded  to,  and  briefly 
explained,  in  order  to  correct  the  false  impressions  which  still  prevail  in 
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relation  to  it.  The  per  centage,  as  has  been  seen,  constitutes  a  part  of 
the  estimates,  and  since  the  passage  of  the  la w  authorizing  the  same,  has 
been  paid  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  contractors.  The  scaleage  con¬ 
stitutes  an  important  part  of  the  awards  of  the  Board  of  appraisers. 

In  making  up  the  total  cost  of  construction  some  items  of  expense  are 
included  which  are  obtained  from  the  books  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  that  have  not  been  before  embraced  in  my  reports. 
The  items,  (consisting  of  the  repairs  and  additional  work  upon  the  Fox 
river  feeder  dam,  guard  lock,  and  feeder,  and  of  the  cement  houses,)  con¬ 
stitute  a  necessary  part  of  the  expense  of  the  canal;  but  as  the  work  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  the  Engineer  to  determine  its 
value,  the  bills  of  ccsf  were  paid  by  the  Commissioners  without  the  regu¬ 
larly  certified  estimates  of  the  Engineer,  and  the  amounts  consequently 
do  not  appear  upon  the  books  of  my  office. 

The  cost  of  superintendence,  and  the  contingent  expenses  properly 
chargeable  to  the  account  of  construction,  is  also  taken  from  the  books 
of  the  Secretary. 

Total  cost  of  construction  exclusive  of  superintendence 

and  contingencies,  -  §'4,737,250  81 

Total  cost  of  superintendence  and  contingencies,  -  242,652  93 

Total,' . $4,979,903  74 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I  submitted  several  approximate  estimates  of 
the  cost  of  completing  the  canal  upon  different  plans.  No  further  data 
having  been  obtained,  (except  in  relation  to  a  feeder  from  Fox  river  to 
the  Summit,)  and  the  Legislature  having  authorized  the  subscribers  to  the 
new  loan,  to  adopt  any  plan  for  the  completion  of  the  work  that  they 
may  deem  proper,  which  will  not  diminish  its  capacity  for  transportion, 
it  would  be  improper  for  me  at  this  time  to  present  any  further  views  up¬ 
on  this  subject.  But  it  is  proper  again  to  state,  as  I  have  done  hefore9 
that  whatever  plan  may  be  adopted,  the  longer  the  time  before  the  work 
is  commenced  and  completed,  the  greater  will  be  the  cost.  Some  of  the 
materials  prepared  for  structures,  and  paid  for  by  the  State,  such  as  tim¬ 
ber,  plank,  stone,  cement,  and  sand,  have  already  disappeared,  and  as  has 
been  ascertained  in  some  instances,  appropriated  to  individual  purposes. 
In  most  cases,  however,  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  detect  those  who 
have  been  concerned  in  these  appropriations ,  and  the  materials  thus  taken 
will  be  nearly  a  total  loss.  Much  injury  also  to  the  materials  which  are 
still  on  the  ground  has  been  sustained,  and  further  loss  must,  of  course, 
be  anticipated  unless  they  are  speedily  used. 

It  is  now  five  or  six  years  since  some  of  the  sections  of  the  canal  were 
completed,  and  these,  as  well  as  many  jobs  which  have  been  more  re¬ 
cently  finished,  will  require  considerable  rep  sirs  before  the  canal  is  filled 
and  open  for  navigation.  There  have  been  ninety-seven  sections  comple¬ 
ted  upon  the  main  line  and  Fox  river  feeder,  making  an  aggregate  length 
of  over  fifty  miles.  These  sections  include  the  greater  part  of  the  most 
expensive  work  to  keep  in  repair  which  will  be  found  on  the  line.  Near¬ 
ly  all  the  heavy,  and  exposed  embankments  have  been  constructed,  and 
upon  these  generally  will  the  principal  repairs  be  required.  The  settling, 
however,  and  washing  of  the  banks  and  filling  in  of  the  bottom,  have 
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been  no  greater  than  might  reasonably  have  been  anticipated,  but  unless 
something  is  done  to  place  the  work  in  a  more  favorable  condition  soon, 
the  expense  of  repairs  will  be  greatly  augmented. 

The  structures  which  have  been  completed,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
Pecumsagan  dam  which  has  been  nearly  destroyed  by  a  flood,)  have  not, 
as  yet,  sustained  any  very  material  injury  since  they  were  finished.  In 
a  few  cases,  (but  the  amount  in  the  aggregate  is  not  great,)  there  has 
been  some  embankment  washed  away.  Some  of  the  stone  used  have 
been  partially  effected  by  the  action  of  frost,  but  such  as  have  been  thus 
effected  seem  to  have  been  unsound  when  placed  in  the  work.  All  the 
quarries  from  which  stone  to  any  extent  has  been  taken  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  structures  upon  the  canal,  were  opened  for  this  purpose,  and  in 
some  few  instances  a  material  was  used  in  the  earliest  stages  of  the  work, 
which  would  not  afterwards  have  been  introduced,  as  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  better  might  have  been  obtained. 

But  when  it  is  considered  that  no  satisfactory  tests  had  been  made  of 
the  materials  employed  before  it  became  necessary  to  use  them  in  build¬ 
ing  the  work,  it  may  be  considered  fortunate  indeed  that  no  greater  loss 
has  been  the  result.  In  fact,  it  is  believed,  that  in  this  respect  the  work 
here  will  compare  favorably  with  any  other  in  the  country. 

The  foundations  of  nearly  all  the  structures  are  excellent  except  that 
of  Lock  No.  14,  which  is  decidedly  bad,  and  has  settled  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  injure  the  walls  at  the  head  of  the  Lock.  A  part  of  the  breast 
wall  wiii  have  to  be  taken  up  and  relaid,  and  the  hollow-quoins,  particu¬ 
larly  for  the  upper  gates,  will  require  considerable  trimming  to  restore 
them  again  to  a  perpendicular. 

This  lock  does  not  seem  to  have  settled  much,  if  any,  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  nor  is  it  supposed  that  it  will  settle  much  more. 

The  cement  which  was  used  in  the  construction  of  masonry  has,  in 
most  instances,  proved  as  good  as  was  anticipated,  and  in  some  is  now 
nearly  as  hard  as  the  stone  of  which  the  structures  are  composed.  In 
some  few  instances,  however,  from  the  inferiority  of  the  sand,  and  proba¬ 
bly  from  the  improper  proportions  of  sand  and  cement  used,  it  has  not 
set  as  well  as  was  desirable. 

There  is  still  a  large  quantity  of  cement  in  the  houses  provided  by  the 
State  for  its  storage,  which  was  manufactured  some  time  previous  to  the 
entire  suspension  of  operations  upon  the  canal.  A  large  part  of  it  is  still 
uninjured,  but  some,  and  particularly  that  which  has  been  kept  in  the 
smaller  cement  houses  near  the  structures  where  it  was  to  be  used,  is  dam¬ 
aged  and  will  be  unfit  for  use. 

It  was  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  but  little  wood  work,  had 
up  to  that  time,  been  used  in  any  part  of  canal  construction,  and  none 
has  been  used  since.  The  most  of  the  timber  and  plank  in  foundations  is 
secured  from  decay  by  being  constantly  covered  with  water,  and  a  part 
of  the  wooden  culverts  are  preserved  in  the  same  manner,  but  the  timber 
and  plank  delivered  and  not  placed  in  the  work  wiii  much  of  it  be  lost. 

A  particular  description  of  the  canal  and  the  various  structures  upon 
it,  couid  be  drawn  from  the  reports  which  have  hitherto  been  made,  but 
it  may  not  be  improper  at  this  time  to  briefly  recapitulate  some  of  the 
former  statements. 
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The  length  of  the  canal  from  Chicago  river  to  its  western  termination, 
is  96.40  miles;  and  of  that  portion  of  the  river  which  is  provided  with  a 
tow-path,  and  which  terminates  on  the  south  side  of  Randolph  street  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  4.11  miles.  The  distance  from  the  south  line  of 
Randolph  street  to  the  pier  is  84.100  of  a  mile;  making  the  whole  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  commencement  of  the  south  pier  of  the  harbor  in  Chica¬ 
go  to  the  termination  of  the  canal  at  the  Illinois  river,  101.35  miles. 

The  depth  of  water  in  the  canal  is  to  be  not  less  than  six  fee t,  and  the 
surface  width  sixty  feet.  The  bottom  width  varies  in  the  different  kinds 
of  excavation,  but  is  no  where  less  than  thirty-six  feet.* 

The  number  of  lift  locks  upon  the  canal  is  fifteen,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  lockage  139.70  feet.  There  is  also  one  guard  lock  at  Juliet, 
and  a  lift  lock  upon  the  Ottavra  side  cut  near  the  main  line. 

These  locks  are  all  of  the  same  length  and  width,  being  110  feet  long 
between  the  gates,  and  eighteen  feet  wide;  and  all  constructed  or  to  be 
constructed  of  cut  stone  masonry. 

The  number  of  acqueducts  upon  the  canal  according  to  the  present 
arrangement  is  three,  besides  the  Pecumsagan,  which  is  a  combination  of 
an  acqueduct  and  darn.  The  abutments  and  piers  (except  for  the  Pe¬ 
cumsagan,)  are  of  cut  stone  masonry.  The  trunks  or  superstructuies  are 
to  be  of  wood. 

The  number  of  dams  on  the  canal  is  five  including  that  in  connection 
with  the  Pecumsagan  acqueduct. 

Dams  No.  1  and  2  at  Juliet,  which  are  the  most  important  ones,  are  of 
cut  stone.  The  first  will  be  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet  long  and  be 
raised  sixteen  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river;  and  the  second  (which  is 
completed,)  is  one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  long  and  fourteen  feet  high 
above  the  foundation,  which,  for  a  part  of  its  length,  is  below  the  bed  of 
the  river. 

There  will  be  a  dam  across  Rock  creek  on  section  No.  88,  composed 
of  limber  and  rough  stone,  and  one  across  the  Du  Page  river  on  section 
No.  98  built  of  similar  materials. 

The  dam  across  the  Pecumsagan  is  to  be  built  entirely  of  rough  stone. 

The  number  of  stone  culverts  upon  the  canal  is  but  ten, — a  very  small 
number  for  the  length  of  line. 

Each  culvert  is  one  hundred  and  three  feet  long  exclusive  of  wings. 
All  the  face  stone  in  spandrel,  parapet  and  wing-walls  are  cut,  except  tor 
the  culvert  on  section  No.  108,  where  the  ring  stone  and  coping  only  are 
cut, — the  rest  of  the  face  being  built  of  well  hammered  masonry.  For 
the  larger  class  of  culverts  the  sheeting  is  all  cut. 

The  whole  number  of  wooden  culverts  is  thirteen,  and  they  are  built 
where  they  will  be  entirely  submerged. 

The  number  of  waste  weirs  estimated  is  seven,  none  of  which  are  en¬ 
tirely  completed. 

The  number  of  road  and  farm  bridges  to  be  built  over  the  canal  is 
twenty-four.  These  will  all  but  two  be  used  as  road  bridges.  Their 
combined  length  will  be  1,955  feet. 

The  abutments  of  the  bridges  have  been  estimated  of  hammer-dressed 
stone  masonry. 

*See  explanation  in  relation  to  the  width  from  Chicago  river  to  section  fifteen  should  the 
depth  befincreased. 
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Besides  these  farm  and  road  bridges  over  the  canal,  one  road  bridge  has 
been  estimated  across  the  artificial  channel  for  the  Des  Plains  river  oppo¬ 
site  the  mouth  of  the  Sauganaskee  swamp;  one  across  the  same  river  at 
dam  No.  1,  in  Juliet;  and  one  across  the  Du  Page  river  where  the  canal 
crosses  it  upon  section  No.  98.  The  aggregate  length  of  these  three 
bridges  is  six  hundred  and  seventy  feet.  There  will  also  be  several  tow- 
path  bridges,  the  aggregate  length  of  which  will  be  seven  hundred  and  ten 
feet.  None  of  the  bridges  have  yet  been  commenced. 

This  statement  in  relation  to  structures'upon  the  canal  is  made  at  this 
time  to  show,  to  some  extent,  the  data  upon  which  estimates  of  cost  have 
been  made — lor  there  may  hereafter  be  changes  made,  not  only  in  the 
character  of  the  work  to  be  built,  but  in  the  number  of  some  kinds  of 
structures,  as  bridges,  waste  weirs,  and  culverts. 

In  the  estimates  of  cost  which  have  already  been  made,  all  the  struc¬ 
tures  have  been  introduced  which  the  officers  on  the  work  deemed  ne¬ 
cessary,  and  it  has  not  been  intended  to  make  any  part  of  the  work  any 
more  expensive  than  the  true  interests  of  the  State  required. 

The  number  of  bridges  which  was  included  in  the  last  estimates  of 
costs  submitted,  was  much  greater  than  in  the  earlier  estimates  made,  and 
all,  it  is  believed,  that  would  at  present  be  required.  But  as  the  country 
becomes  more  settled  and  cultivated,  it  may  be  found  necessary  or  expe¬ 
dient  to  increase  the  number.  Further  observation  by  other  officers, 
may  also  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  some  modification  of  the  plans  in 
relation  to  other  structures  proposed  may  be  made  with  advantage,  and 
such  change  may  either  increase  or  diminish  the  cost. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  (Dec.  1842,)!  considered  at  length  the  im¬ 
portant  subject  of  the  demand  for  water  to  supply  navigation  on  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  the  supply  which  might  be  drawn  from 
other  sources  than  the  lake  should  the  high  level  be  adopted  for  the 
completion  of  the  canal,  instead  of  the  “Deep  Cut.”  Since  then  an 
examination  has  been  made  for  a  feeder  from  Aurora,  on  Fox  river,  to  the 
Summit  division  of  the  canal,  and  the  result  proved  highly  favorable. 
This  renders  it  certain  beyond  a  doubt  that  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
can  be  provided  for  the  canal  without  drawing  it  from  lake  Michigan. 

The  feeder  alluded  to,  if  constructed,  will  be  introduced  into  the  main 
canal  about  four  miles  above  Lockport  at  the  same  point  as  the  Du  Page 
feeder,  with  which  it  will  be  identical  from  the  Du  Page  river  to  the 
junction  with  the  mainline  of  canal. 

A  hasty  survey  of  this  feeder  was  made  at  the  request  of  Governor 
Davis  and  Capt.  Swift,  the  agents  of  the  bond  holders,  to  give  them  more 
certain  data  for  their  report,  than  could  otherwise  be  obtained. 

They  requested  of  me  estimates  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal 
upon  the  various  plans  which  had  been  suggested,  and  these  estimates,  of 
course,  embraced  the  cost  of  all  the  contemplated  feeders.  But  it  must 
be  understood  that  none  of  these  routes  for  feeders  had  been  examined 
with  sufficient  care  to  determine  their  final  location,  or  to  afford  data  for 
a  very  careful  estimate  of  the  expense. 

The  estimates  made  and  submitted  were  as  close  an  approximation  to 
the  cost  as  could  be  furnished  from  the  data  in  my  possession,  and  were 
sufficiently  accurate  to  afford  a  fair  comparison  of  the  different  plans. 
Variations  in  the  routes  of  the  feeders,  and  from  the  plans  uc^i  which 
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estimates  have  been  made,  may  either  increase  or  diminish  the  cost;  but 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  expense  will  be  much  increased  by  any  chan¬ 
ges  which  will  be  likely  to  be  made.  If  the  expense  be  at  ail  increased, 
it  will  probably  be  in  consequence  of  more  difficult  excavation  than  is 
now  anticipated. 

In  the  main  line,  it  is  presumed,  that  no  material  changes  will  be  made, 
and  the  nature  of  the  work  throughout  is  pretty  well  ascertained.  No 
considerable  alteration  can,  in  fact,  be  adopted  at  this  advanced  stage  of 
the  work  which  would  not  destroy  that  uniformity  in  the  character  of 
construction  which  it  has  hitherto  been  deemed  important  to  preserve. 
The  company  cannot,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  diminish  the  capacity 
of  the  canal,  and  it  is  presumed  will  not  desire  to  render  the  work  in  any 
respect  inferior  to  the  original  design. 

The  estimates  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal  are  now  given  as  they 
were  submitted  to  Governor  Davis  and  Capt.  Swift  whose  very  elaborate 
and  valuable  report  contains  a  vast  amount  of  exceedingly  useful  and 
interesting  information  in  relation  to  the  cost  of  completion,  the  various 
plans  proposed,  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  ca¬ 
nal  and  canal  property. 

The  amount  of  work  performed  is  something  greater  than  it  was  esti¬ 
mated  when  Gov.  Davis  and  Capt.  Swift  were  here,  as  there  were  at  that 
time  several  unsettled  accounts  which  have  since  been  closed,  and  have, 
in  the  aggregate,  added  somewhat  to  the  cost  of  the  work  performed. 
The  statement  marked  A,  accompanying  this  report  exhibits  the  various 
items  of  work  which  make  up  the  aggregate  of  expense  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  operations  in  1836,  to  the  final  suspension  in  1843,  and  the 
abstracts  appended  thereto  show  the  cost  of  the  respective  divisions  and 
by  whom  the  work  was  done. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal  upon  the  original  plan 
of  the  ‘4deep  cut,”  an  additional  depth  of  excavation  has  been  estimated 
from  section  No.  1,  to  section  No.  15,  inclusive.  The  declivity  given  for 
-this  distance  originally  was  80.100  of  a  foot.  In  the  estimate  now  sub¬ 
mitted  this  declivity  is  taken  away,  making  the  depth  of  excavation  at 
Chicago  river  80.100  more  than  was  first  designed.  This  increases  the 
average  depth  of  cutting  for  this  distance  40.100  of  a  foot.  The  estimate 
is,  however,  made,  merely  to  increase  the  depth  without  changing  the 
slopes  of  the  old  banks,  so  that  the  width  at  Chicago  river,  instead  of  be¬ 
ing  thirty-six  feet  at  bottom  as  before,  will  be  contracted  to  32.8  feet. 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  canal  on  the  different  plans  pro¬ 
posed  is  as  follows,  to-wit: 

1st.  The  deep  cut,  or  original  plan  with  the  trifling  alteration  before 
alluded  to,  $2,359,772  90. 

2d.  The  Summit,  elevated  eight  feet  at  Chicago  river  above  the  pre¬ 
sent  level,  and  the  waters  of  the  Calumet,  Du  Page  and  Des  Plains,  in¬ 
troduced  upon  the  Summit,  and  the  Kankakee  upon  the  Juliet  level, 
$1,485,095  86. 

3d.  The  same  plan  as  the  2d  with  the  addition  of  a  feeder  from  Fox 
river  at  Aurora  to  the  Summit  will  cost  $1,772,035  53. 

4th.  Same  plan  as  the  third,  except  the  Kankakee  feeder  is  fo  be  in¬ 
troduced  upon  the  Dresden,  instead  of  the  Juliet  level,  will  p$st 
$1,733,240  52. 
m  4 


5th.  The  same  plan  as  the  third,  with  the  omission  of  the  Calumet 
feeder,  will  cost  81,618,641  08. 

6th.  The  same  plan  as  the  fifth,  except  that  the  Kankakee  will  he  in¬ 
troduced  upon  the  Dresden  level,  will  cost  $1,579,846  07. 

The  above  estimates  of  cost  were  the  only  ones  submitted  to  the  agents 
of  the  bond-holders,  but  plans  differing  from  any  proposed  might  be  adopt¬ 
ed.  For  instance,  the  size  and  declivity  of  the  Fox  river  feeder  could 
be  increased,  so  that  it  might  be  unnecessary  to  introduce  either  the  Calu¬ 
met  or  Kankakee  feeders,  and  the  cost  could  probably  be  diminished  by 
such  an  arrangement.  But  still  there  are  many  circumstances  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  into  consideration,  which  render  it  questionable  whether  the  cheap- 
est  plan,  which  would  give  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  canal, 
should  be  adopted.  By  introducing  all  the  feeders  named  a  more  certain 
supply  of  water  would  he  provided,  and  a  much  larger  water  power  cre¬ 
ated,  and  at  the  same  time  a  greater  length  of  navigable  canal  secured 
than  by  any1  other  arrangement  which  could  be  adopted.  The  whole 
length  of  additional  navigation  by  the  construction  of  these  navigable 
feeders,  and  forming  a  tow-path  on  the  Calumet  river  to  the  State  line, 
would  be  about  seventy  miles;  or  a  distance  more  than  equal  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  main  line  of  canal.  It  will,  however,  at  once  be  seen  that 
the  construction  of  all  these  feeders  with  the  necessary  structures  upon 
them,  will  add  considerably  to  the  annual  expense  of  repairs  and  superin¬ 
tendence  when  the  whole  shall  have  been  completed. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  at  this  time  to  recommend  any  particular  plan 
for  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and  the  subject  has  been  alluded  to 
merely  to  show  that  there  are  many  important  questions  involved  in  it, 
and  that  a  thorough  investigation  of  facts  will  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
best  possible  plan.  The  discretionary  powers  given  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Company  will  very  properly  be  much  greater  than  were  conferred  upon 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  cost  of  the  canal 
might  have  been  made  much  less  had  not  the  law  fixed  the  plan  of  certain 
parts  of  the  work.  For  instance,  the  western  terminus  of  the  canal  must 
be  “at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  little  Yermilion  river  on  lands  belonging 
to  the  State,’7  and  the  expense  encountered  in  consequence  of  this  Jaw 
has  been  much  greater  than  any  additional  advantage  which  can  possibly 
accrue  to  the  State  from  the  continuation  of  the  canal  below  Utica. 

I  mention  this  error  as  the  effect  of  the  law  authorizing  the  construc¬ 
tion  that  it  may  not  hereafter  be  charged  as  the  fault  of  the  officers  who 
made  the  location.  The  law-makers  were  to  blame  for  the  restrictions 
imposed. 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  former  reports  that  considerable  expense 
has  been  encountered  to  confer  additional  value  upon  canal  prop¬ 
erty  at  some  particular  points  upon  the  canal,  as  at  Lockport,  Juliet,  Ot¬ 
tawa,  and  La  Salle.  These  are  important  town  sites  owned  principally 
(except  Juliet)  by  the  State,  and  the  money  expended  for  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  object  will  unquestionably  be  much  more  than  counter-balanced 
by  the  increased  value  of  the  property.  But  if  the  work  were  regarded 
with  strict  reference  to  the  greatest  economy  in  the  construction  of  a 
canal  for  the  purpose  of  navigation  only ,  I  am  aware  that  the  experi¬ 
enced  engineer  would  pronounce  some  of  the  expenditures  injudicious.  It 
is,  therefore  more  than  probable  that  when  the  circumstances  v^ch  gov- 
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erned  the  plans  and  location  shall  have  been  forgotten,  an  error  in  judg¬ 
ment  or  a  want  of  skill  may  be  charged,  where,  perhaps  the  interests  of 
the  State  have  been  most  efficiently  subserved. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  there  can  be  no  question  either  now  or  hereafter 
that  the  importance  of  this  route  was  such  as  to  require  an  improvement 
of  great  capacity — at  least  equal  in  all  respects  to  the  canal  commenced 
and  so  nearly  completed.  When  the  work  was  first  commenced  few- 
doubted  the  ability  of  the  State  to  finish  it,  and  that  she  had  the  ability 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  much  more  than  enough  in  the  aggregate  to 
complete  it  was  longsince  expended  upon  the  various  other  improvements 
undertaken. 

It  is  useless  now  to  regret  that  operations  were  not  concentrated  upon 
one  or  two,  or  three  improvements  until  these  were  finished.  Had  this 
been  done  the  revenue  arising  from  the  tolls  upon  these  improvements, 
and  the  sales  of  property  for  which  a  demand  would  then  have  been  cre¬ 
ated,  would  have  effectually  preserved  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  affor¬ 
ded  means  at  some  future  period,  perhaps,  for  prosecuting  a  more  exten¬ 
sive  system  of  public  works  than  can  now  be  anticipated. 

The  completion  of  the  canal ,  it  is  now  evident,  is  the  only  means  of 
enabling  our  State  to  pay  her  debts  and  restore  her  credit;  and  if  this 
work  can  be  completed  at  any  reasonable  sacrifice,  and  a  disposition  is 
shown  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  do  all  that  is  in  her  power  to  meet  exist¬ 
ing  liabilities,  the  object  will  undoubtedly  be  effected.  But  so  long  as 
the  canal  remains  unfinished  ‘‘shadows,  clouds  and  darkness”  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  rest  upon  us. 

WM.  GOODING, 

Chief  Engineer . 
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Statement  A. 

Account  of  work  performed  upon  the  Summit  Division  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal ,  from  the  commencement  of  operations  thereon,  up  to  the 
Is/  December ,  1843. 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Chicago 

River, 

Grubbing  and  clearing  tow  path, 

• 

1 

19,175  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

17  cts. 

$3,259  75 

7,370  “  « 

17£ 

1,271  32 

10,880  «  “ 

18i 

2,012  80 

5,991  “  « 

151 

928  60 

4,710  “  “ 

27 

1,271  70 

18,800  « 

26 

4,888  00 

10,177  “ 

25 

2,544  25 

Total, 

2 

58,378  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

24  cts. 

14,010  72 

27,850  u  c  clay  at 

65 

18,102  50 

3 

40,836  cyds.  earth  excavation  at 

27  cts. 

11,025  72 

12,943  a  c  clay  at 

65 

8,412  95 

10,441  “  do  “ 

55 

5,742  55 

4 

29,898  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

7,474  50 

31,688  u  c  clay  do  at 

65 

20,597  20 

5 

•  34,448  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

- 

6 

29,509  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

27i 

13,489  “  “ 

25 

3,372  25 

44,313  c  yds.  cemented  clay  at 

65 

28,803  45 

Total, 

7 

33,895  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

8,473  75 

12,314  c  yds.  cemented  clay  at 

50 

1 

6,157  00 

8 

12,126  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

27  cts. 

23,000  «  « 

32 

7,360  00 

12,781  “  " 

25 

3,195  25 

11,000  c  yds.  cemented  clay 

65 

7.150  00 

18,700  “  “ 

60 

11,220  00 

- - - — 

Total, 

9 

35,584  c  yds.  earth  excavation  a 

25  cts. 

10 

9,288  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

5,000  “  « 

30 

1,500  00 

3,200  « 

27 

864  00 

14,780  “  “ 

25 

3,695  00 

Total, 

11 

6,705  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

38,827  «  « 

27 

10,483  29 

Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 


$3,515  75 


7,472  47 

8,703  95 
16,176  42 

32,113  22 


25,181  22 

28,071  70 
8,612  00 
8,114  97 

32,175  70 


40,290  67 

14,630  75 
3,274  02 


28,925  25 


32,199  27 
8,896  00 

2,322  00 


6,059  00 


8,381  00 
2,676  25 
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Statement  A  —Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 

11 

13,601  c  yds.  cemented  clay  at 

65 

$8,840  65 

$19,323  94 

r— h 
0$ 
+-> 
o 
H 

- 

21,000  19 

12 

14,578  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

3,644  50 

1,726  “  cemented  clay 

50 

863  00 

4,507  50 

13 

29,210  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

7,302,50 

14 

44,673  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts. 

12,508  44 

/ 

23,111  a  cemented  clay 

65 

15,022  15 

j 

27,530  59 

15 

8,500  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

2,550  00 

93,499  «  “ 

35 

32,724  65 

6,382  u  cemented  clay 

57 

3,637  74 

5,062  “  £< 

75 

3,796  50 

14  “  detached  rock 

100 

14  00 

Paved  water  way. 

80  00 

42,802  89 

16 

85,375  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts. 

23,905  00 

8,355  “  cemented  clay 

75 

6,266  25 

12,920  “  “ 

100 

12,920  00 

Extra  expenses  in  passing  road, 

120  00 

Bridge  for  road, 

40  00 

43,251  25 

17 

43,633  c.  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

10,908  25 

971  u  cemented  clay 

75 

728  25 

11,637  50 

18 

9,600  c  yds  gravel  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

2,880  00 

7,461  u  clay 

25 

1,865  25 

1,209  <s  cemented  clay  ex 

75 

906  75 

49  {C  detached  rock 

125 

61  25 

Extra  allowed  by  order  of  comr’s.  for 

sinking  pit  in  cemented  clay. 

326  00 

6,039  25 

19 

7,500  c.  yds.  gravel  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

2,250  00 

18,297  “  clay  u 

25 

4,574  25 

V 

115  u  detached  rock 

125 

143  75 

6,968  00 

20 

6,500  cyds.  gravel  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

1,950  00 

17,341  te  clay  £< 

25 

4,335  25 

312  cemented  clay 

75 

234  00 

6,519  25 

21 

8,540  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

2,135  00 

28  (i  detached  rock 

100 

28  00 

— 

2,163  00 

6:940  u  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

1,735  00 

10,511  “  “ 

25 

2,627  75 

3,064  ££  cemented  clay 

55 

1,685  20 

68  u  detached  rock 

100 

68  00 

4,380  95 

Total 

8,278  95 

22 

*27,713  cyds.  earth  excavation  at 

26  cts. 

7,205  38 

(54) 


38 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

t- 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 

22 

16,024  c  yds.  cemented  clay 

55  cts. 

$8,813  20 

62  es  detached  rock 

100 

62  00 

• - - - 

$16,080  58 

23 

15,000  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

3,750  00 

20,223  “  « 

29 

5,864  67 

2,658  £(  cemented  clav 

65 

1,727  70 

Road  and  bridge, 

535  98 

11,878  35 

632  c  jds.  earth  excavation  at 

26 

164  32 

2,333  “  cemented  clay 

65 

1,516  45 

4,600  «  « 

75 

3,450  00 

5,130  17 

Total 

17,009  12 

24 

9,000  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts. 

2,520  00 

13,525  *  « 

25 

3,381  25 

60  e(  detached  rock 

100 

60  00 

— 

5,961  25 

25 

26,147  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

6,536  75 

14,023  ((  u  cemented  clay 

60 

8,413  80 

139  i{  <£  detached  rock 

100 

139  00 

15,089  55 

26 

15,257  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

26 

3.966  82 

10,835.1-5  c£  cemented  clay 

60 

6,501  12 

9  u  detached  rock 

TOO 

9  00 

10,476  94 

1,508  ci  earth  excavation 

26 

392  08 

1,085  u  cemented  clay 

60 

651  00 

1,043  08 

Total 

- 

11,520  02 

27 

16,446  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

23  cts. 

3,782  58 

4,744  “  « 

25 

1,186  00 

70  c£  cemented  clay 

60 

42  00 

535  ££  « 

50 

267  50 

31  ££  detached  rock. 

150 

46  50 

25  «  « 

100 

25  00 

5,349  58 

28 

15,491  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

3,854  75 

29 

23,800  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts. 

6,426  00 

9,312  -e  cemented  clay 

60 

5,587  20 

46  “  detached  rock 

100 

46  00 

12,059  20 

30 

2,300  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts 

644  00 

4,570  “  “ 

26 

1,188  20 

30  £i  detached  rock 

100 

30  00 

1,862  20 

31 

10,940  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

2,735  00 

32 

Grabbing  and  clearing  per  contract , 

396  00 

do  do  extra  per  estimate. 

784  00 

1,180  00 

33 

Grubbing  and  clearing  in  part. 

350  00 

39 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items 

Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 

33 

23,688  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

31  cts. 

i 

$7,343  28 

A 

17,202  c<  cemented  clay 

65 

11,181  30 

863  u  detached  rock 

100 

863  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1,227  50 

• 

$20,615  08 

Total, 

- 

20,965  08 

34 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1,700  00 

537  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

29  cts. 

155  73 

6  (<  detached  rock 

300 

6  00 

> 

1,861  73 

35 

21,005,1-5  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

6,301  60 

•  Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1,200  00 

7,501  60 

36 

23,181  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

6,954  30 

9,944  u  cemented  clay 

60 

5,966  40 

345  u  detached  rock 

1  01 

345  00 

% 

13,265  70 

37 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

550  00 

31,191  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

35  cts. 

10.916  85 

14,726  “  cemented  clay 

60 

8,835  60 

489  u  detached  rock 

100 

489  00 

2.000  u  ditch  excavation 

30' 

600  00 

500  ee  puddling 

15 

75  00 

1,330  a  embankment 

32 

425  60 

21,892  05 

430  earth  excavation 

35 

150  50 

2,057  “  cemented  clay 

60 

1,234  20 

1,384  70 

Total, 

.  23,276  75 

38 

Grubbing  and  clearing. 

1,000  00 

29,082  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

41 

11,923  62 

10,799  “  cemented  clay 

65 

7,019  35 

563  Ci  detached  rock 

100 

563  00 

4,400  “  embankment 

40 

1.760  00 

860  “  muck  ditch  excavation 

35 

258  00 

156  <e  rock  excavation 

175 

273  00 

22,796  97 

513  c  yds  cemented  clay  at 

65  cts. 

333  45 

Total, 

- 

23,130  42 

39 

26,910  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

8,073  00 

10,000  u  cemented  clay 

75 

7,500  00 

6,131  “  “ 

70 

4,291  70 

533  u  detached  rock 

100 

533  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1,800  00 

Road, 

400  00 

22,597  70 

40 

15,592  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

34  cts. 

5.301  28 

11,292  ({  cemented  clay 

75 

8,469  75 

2,000  u  detached  rock 

100 

2,000  00 

2,300  (e  ditch  excavation 

42 

966  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

350  00 

17,087  03 

(56) 


40 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 

41 

6;370  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

30  cts. 

$1,911  00 

780  si  —  ditch  excavation 

25 

195  00 

$2,106  00 

112  u  earth  excavation 

32 

- 

35  84 

Total, 

_ 

2,141  84 

River.  1 

Sect. 

Grubbing  and  clearing  for  emb’t.  106  chs.  at  $10 

1,060  00 

(42  43 

1,800  c  yds  earth  ex  (mucking)  at 

25  cts'. 

450  00 

'  44) 

50,328.11-100  “  embankment 

65 

32,713  27 

71,721  earth  ex.  in  river  channel 

45 

32,274  45 

1 

Grubbing  and  clearing  for  channel  1 1  acres  at  $60 

660  00 

I 

67,157  72 

45 

4,848  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

20  cts. 

969  60 

5,972  “  rock 

1  12 

6,688  64 

7,658  24 

143  ii  spoils  removed 

20 

28  60 

1,470  (C  earth  excavation 

30 

441  00 

3,588  “  rock  “ 

1  60 

5,740  80 

22,530  “  “ 

1  40 

31,542  00 

477  u  protection  wall 

50 

238  50 

213  “  puddling 

60 

127  80 

38,118  70 

1,81 5  c<  rock  excavation 

1  60 

2,904  00 

4,797  u  price  increased  from  140  to  160=20 

959  40 

3,863  40 

Total, 

__ 

49,640  34 

46 

3,098  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

26  cts. 

805  48 

6,088  c<  rock  u 

1  26 

7,670  88 

1,827  «  “  “ 

1  23 

2,247  21 

* 

— 

10,723  57 

7,647  “  earth  il 

26 

1,988  22 

33,644  u  rock  u 

1  40 

47,101  60 

« 

49,089  82 

Total, 

_ 

59,813  39 

47 

Gr  abbing  and  clearing, 

40  00 

8,381  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts. 

2,346  68 

' 

32,591  (i  rock  u 

1  40 

45,627  40 

1,868  “  “  drilled 

50 

934  00 

■V 

— - - - - 

48,948  08 

48 

6,130.29-100  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

28 

1,716  48 

13,427  “  rock  « 

1  40 

18,797  80 

37,539  “  “  “ 

1  49 

55,933  11 

1,476  u  c(  drilled 

50 

738  00 

• 

Extra  work  in  trimming  banks, 

125  00 

77,310  39 

49 

360.86-100  c  yds  earth  ex  ditch  at 

20  cts. 

72  16 

2,063  u  prism 

25 

515  75 

3,350  u  rock  ex. 

1  34 

4,489  00 

697  “  « 

1  36 

947  92 

6,024  83 

2,246  “  earth  ex. 

29 

651  34 

810  “  rock  ex. 

1  45 

1,174  50 

1,825  84 

2,123  u  earth  ex. 

29 

615  67 

41 


i 


(57) 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 


49 


50 


Description  of  work. 


Amount  of 
items. 


1,644  c  yds.  muck  on  T  Path 
12,000  “  rock  excavation 

21,821 


c  c 


a 


u 


15  cts. 
1  60 
1  40 


Total 

y 

- 

Grubbing  and  clearing. 

140  00 

564 

cyds  earth  excavation  ditch  at 

22  cts. 

124  08 

14,409 

a 

Cl 

prism, 

25 

3,602  25 

437 

ic 

il 

Cl 

28 

122  36 

6,463 

a 

rock 

Cl 

•ii 

1 

37 

8,854  31 

340 

n 

do 

ll 

Cl 

1 

50 

510  00 

1,840 

ll 

do 

Cl 

it 

1 

31 

2,407  31 

280 

Cl 

do 

It 

Cl 

1 

33 

372  40 

456 

1C 

do 

ll 

ll 

1 

45 

661  20 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 
2,649.78-100  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 
9,614  u  embodied  rock 

47,684.75-100  “  “ 

Per  centage  retained  in  original  contract, 
Road  bridge  and  extra  trimming  of  banks, 


32| 
1  83 
1  60 


$246  60 
19,200  00 
30,549  40 


59  00 
867  80 
17,593  62 
76,295  60 
2,308  80 
227  24 


Amt  of  sec¬ 
tions. 


$50,611  67 


58,462  34 


16,793  91 


97,352  06 


51 


52 


53 


Total, 


114,145  97 


(Note. — The  amount  covered  by  the  certificates  of 
the  engineer  on  sec.  50,  is  $114,145  97  cts.,  but  $2,- 
308  80  cts.  the  per  centage  under  L.  C.  Hugunin’s  con’t. 
was  not  paid  to  Hugunin  but  was  embraced  in  Rodg¬ 
ers’  contract  and  included  in  his  final  certificate.) 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

200 

00 

1,114 

c  yds  earth  excavation  in  ditch  at 

55 

612 

70 

13,818 

Cl 

ll 

prism 

35 

4,836 

30 

16,262 

It 

rock 

ll 

do 

1 

60 

26,019 

20 

* 

31,668 

20 

696 

ll 

earth 

Cl 

do 

30 

208 

80 

16,262 

ll 

rock 

ll 

do 

1 

80 

29,271 

60 

25,738 

ll 

do 

ll 

do 

1 

64 

42,210 

32 

3,030 

U 

do 

Cl 

do 

1 

50 

4,545 

00 

4,000 

a 

do 

drilled 

50 

2,000 

00 

78,235 

72 

Total, 

109,903 

92 

788 

c  yds  earth  excavation  ditch  at 

60  cts. 

472 

80 

6,684 

it 

Cl 

prism 

30 

2,005 

20 

2,364 

ii 

rock 

ll 

ii 

1 

60 

3,782 

40 

_ 

— 

6,260 

40 

8,437 

ii 

earth  excavation 

30 

2,531 

10 

1,304 

ii 

it 

Cl 

tow  path 

15 

195 

60 

600 

(C  rock 

cc 

1 

60 

960 

00 

23,966 

ii 

Cl 

ll 

1 

50 

35,949 

00 

2,348 

it 

Ic 

drilled 

50 

1,174 

00 

— 

40,809 

70 

1 

Tota] 

y 

- 

47,070 

10 

370 

cyds  earth  excavation  ditch  at 

29  cts. 

107 

30 

3,333 

Cl 

ll 

prism 

29 

966 

57 

5,817. 

91- 

100  rock 

<c  do 

1 

10 

6,399 

70 

3,325. 

11- 

100  “ 

<(  do 

1 

15 

3,823 

87 

— 

11,297 

44 

1,540 

a 

cc 

te  do 

1 

10 

1,694 

00 

900 

13- 

100 

earth 

(e  do 

25 

225 

03 

I 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items 

48,960.65-100  c  yds.  rock  ex.  prism 

1  42  cts. 

$69,524  12 

Total, 

54 

137  c  yds  earth  excavation  ditch  at 

40  cts. 

54  80 

727  “ 

(C  “  prism 

35 

254  45 

8,405  “ 

rock  ec  do 

1  65 

13,868  25 

5,852  “ 

earth  “  do 

36 

2,106  72 

43,729  “ 

rock  (i  do 

1  62 

70,840  98 

2,117  “ 

earth  u  tow  path 

25 

529  25 

55 

597  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

38  cts. 

226  86 

1,725  “ 

rock  (e 

1  60 

2,760  00 

4,752  “ 

earth  “ 

36 

1,710  00 

'  6.200  “ 

rock  u 

1  62 

10,044  00 

9^001  “ 

cc  cc 

1  50 

13,501  50 

909  “ 

u  drilled 

50 

454  50 

56 

212.88-100  c  yds  earth  ex  ditch  at 

16  cts. 

34  06 

2,754 

t(  (i  u  prism 

23 

633  42 

10,945 

rock  u  “ 

1  75 

19,153  75 

44.95-100  ec  earth  (i 

23 

9  34 

1,177 

a  cc  cc 

24 

282  42 

24,000 

u  rock  cc 

1  75 

42,000  00 

5,498 

Ci  CC  CC  (( 

1  60 

8,796  80 

500 

“  drilled 

60 

300  00 

57 

157.80-100  c  yds  earth  ex  ditch  at 

16  cts. 

25  25 

520 

“  u  prism 

24 

124  80 

6,827 

do  rock  u  “ 

1  75 

11,947  25 

3,370 

do  earth  ({  cc 

24 

808  80 

1,056 

do  (C  cc  tow  path  . 

15 

158  40 

35,000 

do  rock  u  prism 

1  75 

61,250  00 

5,386 

do  “  u  do 

1  60 

8,617  60 

990 

do  drilled 

60 

594  00 

58 

2,290.30-100  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

33  cts. 

755  80 

2,537 

rock  do 

1  29 

3,272  73 

846.5-100  “  “  do 

1  31 

1,108  32 

2,730 

«  “  do 

1  35 

3,685  50 

5,175 

«  «  do 

1  39i 

7,219  12 

775 

“  “  do 

1  59 

1,232  25 

407 

(C  u  do 

1  64 

667  48 

540 

u  do 

1  70 

918  -0 

737.56-100  cyds.  earth  ex. 

33 

243  39 

48,066.73-100  {(  rock  ex. 

1  50 

72,100  09 

Scaleage  on 

rock  ex  retained  in  original  contract, 

1,411  67 

Total, 

59 

1,284  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

28  cts. 

359  52 

652  “ 

rock  <c 

1  20 

782  40 

2,527  « 

earth  (( 

33 

833  91 

11,000  « 

rock  u 

1  50 

16,500  00 

14,624  “ 

ec  cc 

1  40 

20,473  60 

2,040  “ 

11  drilled 

50 

1,020  00 

i 

38,827  51 

Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 

$69,749  15 
82,740  59 

87,654  45 

28,696  86 

71,209  85 

83,526  10 

18,859  20 

73,755  15 
92,614  35 

1,141  92 
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(59) 


Statement  A — Continued . 


No  of 
Section. 


60 


61 


Description  of  work. 


Deduct  for  dam  on  sec  No.  58, 

Total, 


62 


63 


3,977 

c  yds  earth 

excavation  at 

25  cts. 

994 

25 

26,440 

“  rock 

CC 

1 

25 

33,050 

00 

29,168. 

84-100  “ 

CC 

1 

42 

41,419 

75 

Deduct  for  dam, 

100 

00 

Total, 

. 

7,955 

c  yds  earth 

excavation  at 

18  cts. 

1,431 

90 

3,200 

u  rock 

cc 

1 

25 

4,000 

00 

1,000 

CC  cc 

cc 

1 

20 

1,200 

00 

18,540 

CC  CC 

cc 

1 

12 

20,764 

80 

204. 

76-100  “ 

earth  ex. 

18 

36 

86 

35,497. 

22-100  “ 

rock  ex. 

1 

42 

50,406 

05 

Amount  of 
items. 


$38,827  51 
100  00 


Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 


$38,727  51 


39,869  43 
34,044  25 
41,319  75 


Total, 


612 

c  yds  earth 

excavation  at 

18  cts. 

110  16 

500 

cc 

rock 

CC 

98 

490  00 

2,492 

cc 

cc 

(£ 

1  04 

2,591  68 

3,409 

CC 

earth 

cc 

38 

1.295  42 

16,516 

CC 

rock 

CC 

1  25 

20,645  00 

10,115 

££ 

cc 

cc 

1  10 

11,126  50 

Total, 

4,454 

c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

37  cts. 

1,647  68 

11,361 

cc 

rock 

cc 

1  25 

14,201  25 

23,779 

cc 

CC 

cc 

1  20 

28,534  80 

75,364  00 

27,396  70 
50,442  91 


77,839  61 


3,191  84 


33,066  92 


36,258  76 


44,384  03 


64 


65 


401.87-100 

c  yds  earth 

ex 

ditch  at 

14  cts. 

56 

26 

2,172.1 

-100 

CC 

a 

prism 

18 

390 

96 

1,251.98-100 

rock 

cc 

do 

60 

751 

19 

3,275 

cc 

earth 

cc 

do 

16 

524 

00 

1,200 

cc 

rock 

cc 

do 

1  00 

1,200 

00 

1,200 

Cc 

u 

cc 

do 

97 

1,164 

00 

442 

CC 

cc 

cc 

do 

1  10 

486 

20 

4,000 

cc 

cc 

cc 

do 

88 

3,520 

00 

3,000 

(C 

cc 

cc 

do 

92 

2,760 

00 

5,754  c 

yds  rock 

excavation 

93 

5,351 

22 

766 

<c  earth 

cc 

16 

122 

56 

37,000 

ci  rock 

cc 

1  20 

44,400 

00 

2,428 

(C 

u 

cc 

1  15 

2,792 

20 

Total, 

- 

147.57-100 

c  vds  earth 

ex 

ditch  at 

13  cts. 

16 

80 

u 

(C 

cc 

20 

00 

1,953.50-100 

a 

cc 

prism 

25 

488 

37 

160 

(C 

cc 

a- 

12i 

20 

00 

1,198  4! 


15,005  42 


47,314  76 
63,518  59 
19  18 


(60) 


44 


Statement  A — Continued . 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

*  - 

Amount  of 
items. 

65 

136  c  yds.  rock  ex.  prism 

1  00 

136  00 

5,150  u  earth  C{  do 

3,769  “  rock  “  do 

20 

1  00 

1,030  00 
3,769  00 

3,063.9-100  c  yds.  earth  ex.  u 
585.20-100  u  i{  in  ditch 

26,442.28-100  iC  rock  prism 

2,573.28-100  “  wall 

20 

20 

1  00 

50 

612  62 
117  04 
26,442  28 
1,286  64 

66  . 

Total, 

5,733  c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

1,264  “  “ 

1,442  11  u  ditch 

1,540  “  embankment 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

25  cts. 

m 

20 

30 

1,433  25 
158  00 
288  40 
462  00 
15  00 

67 


do  do  (est) 

16,833.70-100  c  yds  earth  ex  in  prism  at  20  cts. 
7,395.27-100  “  “  ditch  20 

17,496.61-100  (i  rock  prism  100 

4,056.39-100  “  wall  50 

3,360.87-100  “  “  (est)  1  25 

4,314.38-100  c  yds  embankment  at  30  cts, 

741.20-100  <e  do  removed  for  wall  10 
1,143.26-100  ee  ec  iC  change  of  curve  15 
1,153.67-100  u  gravel  put  on  top  of  t  p  1  00 
5,324  puddled  earth  50 

3,000  rock  removed  extra  distance  ^  9^ 
on  account  of  water  way  $ 


Total, 

18,825.50-100  c  yds  earth  excavation  at  16  cts. 


1,243 

do 

do  in  culv’t.  ditch 

25 

180 

do 

rock  do  1 

25 

347 

do 

do  in  culvert  pit  1 

25 

15,219 

do 

rock  ex  in  prism 

80 

1,884 

do 

earth’ex  in  outside  ditch 

20 

4,260.67- 

■100  “ 

wall 

50 

1,450  c  yds.  lining  puddled  60 

9,500  do  filling  at  head  of  basin  25 

2,151  do  rock  drilled  27 


50  00 
3,366  74 
1,479  05 
17,496  61 
2,028  19 
4,201  08 
1,294  31 
74  12 
171  48 
1,153  67 
2,662  00 

750  00 


3,012  08 
310  75 
225  00 
433  75 
12,175  50 
376  80 
2,130  33 
870  00 
2,375  00 
580  77 


22,182 

c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

18  cts. 

3,992  76 

30,760 

cc 

rock  do 

80 

24,608  00 

2,400 

cc 

wall  from  quarry  1 

25 

3,000  00 

5,734 

cc 

do  prism  excavation 

31 

1,777  54 

2,736 

CC 

lining  in  berm  bank 

40 

1,094  40 

5,758 

cc 

lining  puddled 

55 

3,166  90 

500 

cc 

embankment  from  quarry 

10 

50  00 

6,000 

cc 

embankment 

28 

1,680  00 

1,880 

cc 

do  in  bridge  landing 

28 

526  40 

355 

cc 

spoils  rein’d  to  make  room  ) 

10 

for  embankment  $ 

1U 

35  50 

9,700 

cc 

filling  in  lots  and  streets 

22 

2,134  00 

Allowance  on  extra  coping  of  walls, 

150  00 

* 


Amt.  of  sec¬ 
tions. 

660  37 
4,799  00 

28,458  58 
33,937  13 

2,356  65 


34,727  25 
37,083  90 


22,489  98 


42,215  50 


45 


(61) 


Statement  A — Continued. 


Account  of  Sag  and  Big  Run  Ditch 

9 

14,353.13-100 

c  yds  earth  excavation  at 

20cts. 

$2,870  62 

4,475.73-100 

do 

“  do 

25 

1,118  93 

3,066.16-100 

do 

rock  do 

50 

1,533  08 

4,345.51-100 

do 

u  .  do 

60 

2,607  30 

4,290.21-100 

do 

((  do 

70  . 

3,003  14 

6,456.57-100 

do 

u  do 

75 

4,842  42 

2,640.23-100 

do 

ec  do 

80 

2,112  18 

2,984.56-100 

do 

embankment 

20 

596  91 

55 

do 

excavation  of  earth  deposited  by  flood 

50 

27  50 

156 

do 

bank  removed 

25 

39  00 

75 

do 

rock  and  gravel  excavation  to  turn  branch 

90 

67  50 

102 

do 

deposit  removed 

20 

20  40 

539 

do 

spoil  bank  removed 

12 

64  68 

340 

do 

excavation  and  emb’t  to  turn  Brewer’s  run 

20 

68  00 

458.52-100 

do 

wall  (dry) 

40 

183  40 

Grubbing  and  clearing1, 

72  00 

Total, 

19,227  05 

Account  o  f  protection  on  Summit  Division . 


Sec.  46 

1,194  c  yds.  dry  wall,  at 

45  cts. 

$537  30 

934  u  puddle  100 

934  00 

Total 

1,471  30 

47  &  48 

3,307.21-100  c  yds.  dry  wall 

45 

1,488  24 

2,325.94-100  “  puddle  1 

00 

2,325  94 

Total 

5 

3,814  18 

49 

531  c  yds  puddle  from  bluffs  1 

00 

531  00 

/ 

543.70-100  “  “  canal 

75 

407  77 

1,485.83-100  “  dry  wall 

45 

656  47 

Total 

> 

1,595  24 

50 

682.94-100  c  yds.  dry  wall 

45 

307  32 

164.60-100  Ci  puddle  u  1 

00 

164  60 

329.28-100  “  «  “ 

75 

246  96 

Total 

718  88 

51  &  52 

2,619.92  cyds.  dry  wall 

45 

1,078  96 

2,132.42  “  “  puddle 

75 

1,599  31 

Tota' 

5 

2,778  27 

53 

2,375.09-100  c  yds.  diy  wall 

45 

1,068  79 

1,707.93-100  u  puddle  1 

00 

1,707  93 

Total 

2,776  72 

54  &  55 

4,913.98-100  c  yds.  dry  wall 

43 

2,211  29 

2,180  (e  puddle  f  00 

2,180  00 

1,180  “  “ 

70 

826  00 

Totyl 

5,217  29 

56  &  57 

4,804.70-100  c  yds.  dry  wall 

45 

2,162  11 

3,533.61-100  “  puddle  1 

00 

3,533  61 

Total 

5,695  72 

58  &  59 

4,885.60-100  c  yds.  dry  wall 

45 

2,198  52 

3,206.12-100  «  puddle  /  1 

00 

3,206  02 

Total 

y 

5,404  54 

60 

1,266.52-100  c  yds.  dry  wall 

45 

569  93 

875.24-100  “  puddle  1 

00 

875  24 

Total, 

1,445  17 

Total  amount  of  protection  on  Summit  Division. 

30,917  31 

(62) 


Statement  A- — Continued. 


Description  of  work. 


South  branch  and  Summit  Ditches. 

2,451  cubic  yards,  earth  excavation,  at 
19,643.94  «  “  “ 

64,578.30  “  «  « 

10,297.54  “  «  “ 


Total, 


Jlrchcr  and  Connection  Ditch. 

854  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
447.77  «  “  “ 

3,599.18  “  “  « 

493  “  deposite  removed, 


Work  performed  to  turn  Dig  Run. 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  (estimated,) 
40.66  cubic  yards,  muck  ditch  excavation,  at 
8,548.90  <e  embankment, 


16  cts. 
22 
25 
30 


15  cts. 
30 
20 
30 


22  cts. 
22 


Amount. 


$4,321  66 
16,144  57 
3,089  26 


$128  10 
134  33 
719  83 
147  90 


$5  00 
8  95 
1,880  76 


Total. 


$392  16 


23,555  49 


$23,947  65 


$1,130  16 


$1,894  71 


Middle  Division. 


No.  of 
Section. 


69 


70 


Description  of  work. 


11,368.69  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  20  cts. 
22,658.84  «  rock  “  $1  00 

2,932.42  (C  dry  wall,  1  30 

3,771.07  li  embankment,  35 

1,854.13  ei  estPd  as  lining,  45 — 35=10 


27,588.88 

3,286.08 

1,233.61 

5,514.25 

6,797.02 

4,742.74 

1,719.22 


cubic  yards,  earth  excavation,  at  35  cts. 
“  rock  e<  90 

ee  dry  wall  from  prism,  50 

(C  ci  i(  quarry,  $1  30 

i(  embankment  30 

“  do.  from  ex.  offr.  run,  (est)  12 
u  rubbish  of  quarry,  (est.)  10 
Grubbing  &  clearing  section,  (est) 

Extra  chopping  and  clearing, 

Fractional  Run. 


4,209.34  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  35  cts 
384.61  «  dry  wall,  $1  30 

251.99  u  dry  masonry  in  dams,  4  00 

195  a  filling  above  dams,  30 

50  li  deposite  removed,  30 

Grabbing  and  clearing,  (est. ) 


Total. 


Amount  of 
items. 


$2,273  74 
22,658  84 
3,812  14 
1,319  88 
185  41 


9,656  11 
2,957  47 
616  80 
7,168  53 
2,039 
569 
171 
500  00 
75  00 


11 

13 

92 


1,473  27 
499  99 
1,007  96 
58  50 
15  00 
75  00 


Amount  of 
section. 


$30,250  01 


23.754  07 


3,129  72 


$26,883  79 


47 


(63) 


I 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 


71 


72 


73 


74 


Description  of  work. 


10,812.98  cubic  yards,  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 


21,097.86 

3,412.15 

6,982.71 

341.21 


cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


rock,  $1  00 

dry  wall,  50 

embankment,  35 

Rock  ex.  by  change 
of  slopes,  1  00 


19,035.53  cubic  yards,  earth  excavation,  at  30  cts. 

5,710  66 

2,316.77 

\ C£ 

rock  a 

90 

2,085  09 

30 

\cc 

detached  rock, 

80 

24  00 

11,184.57 

<c 

\ 

embankment, 

55 

6,151  51 

502 

\ 

dry  wTall  from  stone 

procured  from  canal, 

50 

251  00 

6,086.42 

cc\ 

do.  from  stone 

no 

t  procured  from  canal,  $1  30 

7,912  35 

Grubbi 

ng  and  clearing  (est.) 

r 

18  00 

25 

cubic 

yards  ditch  excavation 

to  turn  small  creek, 

30  cts. 

7  50 

5,988.84  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  23|cts. 
13,380.20  “  *  rock,  $1  04£ 

dry  wall  from  prism,  47^ 

«  —  1 


2,610 
5,553.56 


cc 

cC 


quarry, 


04^ 


12,732.66  iC  embankment  76 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1,019.33  cubic  yards,  rip-rap  protection,  57 

Forming  a  new  charnel  for  river. 

3,474.27  cubic  yards  earth  ex.(est.)  23  cts. 

199.73  “  rock  «  «  60 

2.50  “  detached  rock,  75 


Total, 

7,280.89  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  18  cts. 

gravel,  (est.)  40 

rock,  99 

dry  wall,  75 

clay  embankment,  27 

rubbish  \  cc  27 

earth  ex.,  test.)  25 

Grubbing  and  clearing, \ 

1,448.40  cubic  yards  rock  excavation,  at$l  25 


441.88 
21,788.80 
9,382.73 
10,830.15 
2,708.87 
762.80 


cc 

cc 

CC 

cc 

cc 

cc 


cc 


cc 


Extra  work. 

35.21  cubic  yards  earth  excavation, (est.) 
27.49 
409.77 
1,650.29 
528 
200 
73.90 
97.95 


cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


rock 

dry  wall,  f  75 

embankment,  u'  2  • 

do  removed,  25 

a  earth  and  rock  remo’d  for  A^all, 25 
<(  dry  wall  removed,  10 

(i  ex.  of  old  mill  dam,  $1  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing, 


18  cts. 
99 


Amount  of 
items . 


$2,703  24 
21,097  86 
1,706  07 
2,443  96 

341  21 


i  1,422  35 
13,982  31 
1,239  75 
5,803  47 
9,676  82 
475  00 
581  02 


825  14 
208  72 
1  88 


1,310  56 
176  75 
21,570  92 
7,037  04 
2.924  14 
731  39 
190  70 
500  00 
1,810  50 


6  34 
24  74 

307  32 
330  05 
132  00 
50  00 

7  39 
97  95 
50  00 


Amount  of 
section. 


$28,292  34 


22,160  11 


33,180  72 


1,035  74 
$34,216  46 


37,257  79 


(64) 


48 


Statement  A — Continued . 


No.  of 
Section. 


75 


76 


77 


78 


4,636.29  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  18  cts. 
5,666.  ~~ 

16,227. 

17,107. 

27,455. 


1,885 

3,550 

141 


62 

23 

08 

32 

39 

,44 

.39 


a 

a 


sc 


rock  u  95 

dry  wall,  $1  49 

clay  embankment,  39 

rubble  e{  39 

earth  excavation  in  ditch,  25 
rock,  li  ((  1  25 
rubbish  removed,  25 

Grubbing  and  clearing  per  contract, 
do  do  extra, 


a 

sc 

a 


3,687.31  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  40  cts. 


12,813.88 

7,069.83 

5,720.04 

7,579.45 

101.72 


sc 


a 

sc 


Si 


a 


rock 
dry  wall, 

clay  embankment, 
rubbish  do 
rubbish  removed  by 


$1  50 


182.77  “ 


ex.  of  bridge  abutm’t, 
Culvert  on  west  side  of  river, 
Removal  of  mill  dam, 
Grubbing  and  clearing, 


1,658.22  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  15  cts. 

rock,  do  (est. 
slope  wall, 
clay  embankment, 
rock  do 
excavation  of  gravel 
under  water,  (est.)  $1  00 
slope  wall  laid  under 
water  by  change  of 
line,  (est.) 
rock  embankment 
removed  by  change 
of  line,  (est.) 

Grubbing  and  clearing. 


22,873.37 

sc 

5,114.40 

a 

12,836.84 

a 

6,085.21 

s c 

689.99 

<( 

225 

cs 

384.47 

cs 

a 


242.14  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
1,231.72  u  rock  C( 

do  a 

rock  embankment, 
stone  quarried  forwall 
Grubbing  and  clearing,  (est.) 


4,569.75  “ 

3,445  « 

752  “ 


1,110.83  cubic  yards  muck  excavation, 


spoils  of  old  line  re¬ 
moved,  (est.) 
rock  excavation,  >  , 

do  embankment, 
earth  do 


195.08 

a 

80.73 

a 

12,659.94 

u 

3,908.25 

a 

16,698.31 

Si 

Amount  of 
items. 


$834  52 
5,383  29 
24,178  57 
6,687  36 
10,707  57 
471  35 
4.438  05 
'  35  35 
250  00 
50  00 


1,474  92 
19,220  82 


75 

5,302  37 

40 

2,288  OR 

40 

3,031  78 

t.)  15 

15  26 

“  50 

91  38 

cc 

/ 

25  00 

sc 

87  75 

7 

50  00 

/ 

/ 

at  15  cts. 

248  73 

t.y  90 

20,586  03 

/  70 

3,580  08 

/  60 

7,702  10 

/  52 

3,164  31 

n  oo 

689  99 

50 

112  50 

75 

288  35 

100  00 

t  20  cts. 

48  43 

75 

923  79 

70 

3,198  82 

45 

1,550  25 

1,  80 

601  60 

20  00 

it  20  cts. 

222  16 

75 

146  31 

20 

16  14 

75 

9,494  95 

50 

1,954  12 

60 

10,018  98 

Amount  of 
section. 


$53,036  06 


31,587  29 


36,472  09 


6,342  89 


*This  item  was  estimated  at  ninety  cents  per  yard,  by  special  agreement  of  the  parties  to 
bhe  contract. 


49 


Statement  A — Continued . 


No.  of 
Section. 


78 


79 


80 


Description  of  work. 


3,244.18  cubic  yards  dry  wall  for  prism,  at  7Qcts. 
1,891.56  “  do  quarry,  $1  25 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

Scalcage  on  original  contract, 
Percentage  on  do 


Total, 


1,706.25  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

3,569.94 

a 

rock  do 

70 

7,074 

a 

do  embankment, 

32 

2,714.60 

a 

earth  do 

40 

817.06 

(C 

dry  wall  from  prism, 

75 

2,724.65 

u 

do  quarry,  $i 

15 

Three  days  mowing,  1 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

50 

537.13 

cubic 

yards  earth  excavation  in 

muck  ditch, 

20  cts. 

945.12 

(S 

earth  and  detached 

1,802.64 

5,343 

17.271.35 

842.36 

3,759.11 

97 


u 

(C 

u 

(( 

iC 

C( 


moved  to  increase  the  width,  (est.) 


rock  ex.  (est.)  35 

rock  excavation,  70 

embankment,  (rock)  50 

do  (earth)  50 

dry  wall  from  prism,  75 

do  quarry,  $1  25 

earth  embankment  remo- 

,20 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  (est.) 

Scalage  on  original  contract, 

|  Percentage  on  do 


Total, 

1,860.32  cubic  yards,  earth  excavation,  at  20  cts. 
5,755.12  u  embankment,  20  cts. 

Stone  drain  as  per  July  estimate, 

One  days  mowing, 


6.603.19  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  in  prism,  at  20  cts. 

'  53.16  ’  . . 

182.70 
18,404.32 
121.22 


2,187.73 


u 

a 

C( 

a 

a 


25 


do  ditch,  (est.)  20 

rock  excavation,  $1  00 
embankment, 

do  removed  by 

change  ofline,  (est.) 
linimr. 


12 

70 


preparing b attorn  and  berm  slope 


for  limng,  (est.) 


Total, 


Amount  of 
items. 


107  43 

330  79 
1,261  85 
2,671  50 
8,635  67 
631  77 
4,698  89 

19  40 
12  00 
756  14 
1,493  01 


372  06 
1,151  02 
5  00 
1  50 


1,320  64 
10  63 
182  70 
4,601  08 

14  55 
1,531  41 

50  00 


#This  item  of  percentage  was  estimated  but  not  paid  under  first  contract, 
f  This  item  was  included  in  estimate  under  first  contract  but  not  paid. 


Amount  of 
section. 


$2,270  89 
2,364  45 
100  00 
739  13 
952  10 


341  25 
2,498  96 
2,263  63 
1,085  84 
612  80 
3,133  35 
4  50 
8  00 


$28,279  32 
34,622  21 


9,948  38 


20,618  45 


3( 


),566  83 


1,529  58 


7,711  01 

$9,240  59 


5 


50 


<#> 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 


81 


82 


83 


84 


85 


86 


87 


88 


Description  of  work. 


10,570.22  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  22  cts. 
21,178.20  u  embankment,  28 

6,563.04  “  lining,  50 

Extra  work  to  prepare  the  berm 
bank  to  receive  the  lining,  (est.) 


8,027.68  cubic  yds.  earth  exca’n  in  prism,  at  22  cts. 
7,491.33  “  do  in  extra  width,  (est.)  25 

30,887.84  “  embankmeni,  31 

13,687.09  “  lining,  42 

Four  days  mowing,  $1  50 


do  in  extra  width, (est.)  25 
embankment,  21 

lining,  43 

detached  rock  exea’tion,  75 


s.  earth  ex.  in  prism,  at  20  cts. 
do  in  extra  width,  (est.)  25 
embankment,  27 

detached  rock  exca’tion,  50 
Clearing  section,  (est.) 


11,937.86 

a 

25,222.86 

a 

8,013.22 

u 

61.50 

u 

11,520.76  cubic 

18,193.31 

u 

8,993.72 

(( 

109 

(( 

1,098.03 

67.14 

34,313.79 


185.38 

20,957.96 


a 

(C 

(( 


u 


do  in  extra  width, 
detached  rock  ex’vatio 
embankment, 


detached  rock  ex. 
embankment, 

Two  days  mowing, 


(c 


$1 


6,095.46  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 


56.22 
871.10 
2,424 
5,892.66 


2,930.74 

18,305.60 


(( 


<( 

« 


(( 

a 


detached  rock  do 
slate  rock,  (est.)  do 
embodied  rock  do 
do  estimated  above  the 
contract  price  on  ac¬ 
count  of  change  of  line, 
lining,  (est.) 
embankment, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

Six  days  mowing,  (est.)  1 


Grubbing  and  clearing  per  contract, 
Four  acres  extra  chopping  and  clear¬ 
ing,  (estimated,)  Jf 

8,622.42  cubic  yards  earth  excavation, 
3,913  (C  rock  do 

108.72  “  do  in  consequence  of 

change  of  line, 

10,682.34  u  embankment, 


Amount  of 
items. 


$2,325  45 
5,929  89 
3,281  52 

40  00 


1,766  09 
1,872  83 
9,575  23 
5.748  58 
6  00 


1,968  84 
2,984  46 
5,296  80 
3/445  68 
46  12 


2,304  15 
4,548  33 
2,428  30 
54  50 
10  00 


20  cts. 

420  80 

25 

274  51 

75 

50  35 

25 

8,578  45 

0  cts. 

1,315  25 

75 

139  03 

25 

5,239  49 

50 

3  00 

25  cts. 

1,523  86 

75 

42  16 

50 

;  435  55 

60 

1,454  40 

90 

5,303  39 

40 

1,172  30 

25 

4,576  40 

50  00 

50 

9  00 

400  00 

00 

60  00 

20  cts. 

1,810  71 

60 

2,347  80 

00 

1C8  72 

25 

2,610  58 

Amount  of 
section. 


$11,576  86 


18,968  73 


13,741  90 


9,345  28 


9,324  11 


6,696  77 


14,567  06 


51 


(67) 


Statement  A — Continued . 


Description  of  work. 


980  cubic  yards  lining,  (estimated)  at 

50  cts. 

$990  00 

155 

6i 

detached  rock  excavation, 

85 

131  75 

46.65 

« 

ditch  ex.  at  Rock  run, 

35 

16  33 

106.33 

(( 

earth  ex.  by  change  of 

line,  (est.) 

30 

46  11 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

10,134.24  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  23  cts. 

24  u  detached  rock  exca’tion,  50 

29,931  (e  embankment,  27 


18,661.89  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 
4,123.14  -  - 

179  “ 

22  “ 


((  embankment, 


detached  rock  ex. 
do 


25 

50 

50 


3,901.50  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  15  cts. 
13,481.03  «  do  do  15 

5,576.65  “  embankment,  16 

293.17  u  earth  excavation  in  road 

way  left  on  Sec.  90,  25 


Amount  of 
items. 


300  00 
2,330  87 
12  00 
8,081  37 


4,665  47 
1,030  78 
89  50 
11  00 


585  22 
2,022  15 
892  26 

73  29 


14,121.83  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  22  cts. 

40  e<  detached  rock  ex.  (est.)  60 

12,059.77  <e  embankment,  25 

117  “  stone  for  wall  notused,  (est.)  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

25,551.38  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 
14,737.02  “  embankment,  20 

88  ee  stone  delivered  for  wall,  50 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

2,532.36  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  15  cts. 
6,457  i(  embankment,  18 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

13,850.81  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  15 
6,056  (e  do  removed  extra 

distance  by  direction  of 
Engineer,  18 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

35,676.80  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  28  cts. 
145  li  do  cem’d  clay  and  gravel,  80 


435.50  ce  ditch  excavation,  15 

4,531.21  “  embankment,  30 

3,180.62  u  lining,  75 

1,000  “  do  50 

954  iC  filling  over  lining,  (est.)  25 
Two  paved  water  ways,  $10  00 


Extra  allowance  upon  2,370  c.  yards 
ex.  to  make  room  for  lining,  (est.)  12 


3,106  80 
21  00 
3,014  94 
58  50 
150  00 


100  00 
6,38/  84 
2,917  40 
44  00 


320  00 
379  85 
1,162  26 


150  00 
2,077  62 


1,090  08 


150  00 
9,989  50 
116  00 
65  32 
1,359  36 
2,385  46 
500  00 
238  50 
20  00 

284  40 


Amount  of 
section. 


$8,608  58 


10,724  24 


5,796  75 


3,572  92 


6,354  24 


9,479  24 


1,862  11 


3,317  70 


15,108  54 


(68) 


No.  of 
Section. 


97 


98 


99 


100 


101 


Statement  A— Continued. 


Description  of  work. 


Extra  allowance  upon  embankment 
in  consequence  of  change  of  plan 
from  double  to  single  embank¬ 
ment,  24.500  cubic  yards,  at 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

do  do  extra,  (est.) 

12,502.47  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 


>.066 


cc 


do  lost  by  change  of  line, 


23  cts. 
23 


34.111.71 

cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  30  cts. 

$10,233  51 

24,545.48 

cc 

embankment, 

25 

6,136  37 

1,012.50 

CC 

do  removed  by 

change  ofline, 

15 

151  87 

267 

cc 

embankment  rejected 

by  change  of  line, 

25 

66  75 

1,610 

cc 

lining,  (est.) 

50 

805  00 

700 

cc 

do  do 

75 

525  00 

Amount  of 
items. 


490  00 


200  00 
25  00 
2,875  57 
475  18 


1,730.43 

cc 

do  cem’d  clay  and  gravel 

48 

830 

61 

26.982.22 

CC 

embankment,  (est.) 

28 

7,555  02 

940 

CC 

do  removed  by  change 

> 

of  line,  (est.) 

20 

188  00 

4,376 

cc 

do  rejected  by  a  change 

of  line, 

23 

1,006 

48 

798 

cc 

lining,  (est.) 

55 

438 

90 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  (est.) 

34 

00 

14,455.36 

cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

2,891 

07 

5,852.54 

cc 

embodied  rock  ex. 

85 

4,974 

66 

85 

cc 

detached  do  (est.) 

75 

63 

75 

474 

cc 

slate  do  (est.) 

50 

237 

00 

4,414.48 

cc 

slate  &  cem’ted  clay,  (est.) 60 

2.648  69 

2,499 

cc 

earth  ex.  extra  by  change  ot 

6,413.17 

cc 

line,  (est.) 

20 

499 

80 

6,413.17 

cc 

embankment, 

25 

1,603  29 

786.93 

cc 

spoil  bank  removed,  (est.)  20 

157 

38 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

400 

00 

9,260.78  cubic 

yards  earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

1,852 

15 

1,111.08 

cc 

rock  do  $1  68 

1,866 

61 

19,619.54 

cc 

embankment. 

20 

3,923 

91 

Grubbing  and  clearing. 

10 

00 

781.02  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

156 

20 

600.80 

cc 

embankment, 

25 

150  20 

11,002.66 

Cl 

earth  excavation, 

20 

2,200 

53 

189.42 

cc 

do  in  ditch, 

12 

22 

73 

15,436.10 

cc 

embankment, 

25 

3,859 

02 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

'680 

00 

24  acres  extra  chopping  and 

clearing,  $20  00 

45 

00 

Total, 

Amount  of 
section. 


$18,408  50 


13*594  76 


13,109  64 


8,042  67 


316  40 


6,807  28 


$7,123  68 


(09) 


Statement  A—  Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
section. 

102 

Grabbing  and  clearing, 
do  do 

Extra  chopping  and  clearing  side  hill, 
318.04  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  20  cts. 
66,543.42  “  embankment,  25 

10,850.8/  i:  protection  wall,  $1  50 

$800  00 
50  00 
63  61 
16,635  85 
16,276  30 

$160  00 

33,825  76 

Total, 

- 

33,985  76 

103 

23,911.59  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  18  cts. 

220.18  “  do  to  turn  brook,  12 

32,030.92  “  embankment,  25 

8,192.15  “  protection  wall,  $1  80 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 
do  do  extra,  (est.) 

4,304  09 
26  42 
8,007  73 
14,745  87 
1,000  00 
150  00 

28,234  11 

104 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

15,252.29  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  24  cts. 

68  “  detached  rock  do  (est.)  50 

19,443.45  “  embankment,  27 

384  u  earth  excavation  for  wa¬ 
ter  way,  (est.)  25 

13  acres  extra  chopping  and 
clearing,  (est.)  $15  00 

600  00 
3,660  55 
'  34  00 
5,249  73 

96  00 

195  00 

9,835  28 

105 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1,999.24  c.  yards  earth  excavation,  (est.)  25 
63,964.86  “  embankment,  28 

8,643.32  u  Protection  wall,  $1  69.1-10 

570  00 
499  81 
18,229  99 
14,615  85 

33,915  65 

106 

Grubbing  and  clearing  per  contract, 

8.40  acres  chopping  and  clearing 

extra,  (est.)  $10  00  cts. 

476.98  cubic  yards  earth  exc’tion,  (est.)  20 
112,628.16  “  embankment,  23^ 

17,485.12  “  protection  wall,  1  69.1-10 

11.76  “stone  in  drain  ditch,  (est.)  1  30 

1,140  00 

84  00 
95  40 
26.749  19 
29,567  34 
15  29 

57,651  22 

107 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 
do  do 

Extra  chopping  and  clearing  12.60 

acres,  (est.)  $10  00 

256.11  cubic  yards  earth  excavation 

in  drain  ditch,  30 

256.11  “  stone  in  do  1  30 

145,021.60  “  embankment,  23^ 

22,026.94  “  protection  wall,  1  69.1-10 

♦ 

409  00 

1 ,140  00 

126  00 

76  83 
332  94 
34,442  63 
37,247  56 

73,765  96 

108 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

3,441.95  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  17  ets. 
525.36  (i  embankment,  23| 

'  i 

3'0  00 
585  13 
124  77 

1,059  90 

(TO) 


54 


Statement  A — Continued . 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

108 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

26,418.77  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  23|  cts. 

248.30  u  do  in  drain  ditch,  20 

58,705.45  “  embankment,  '  23* 

1,475.10  ce  lining,  (est.)  50 

7,876.96  u  protection  wall,  $1  69.1-10 

288  iC  cemented  clay  ex.  (est.)  70 

Scaleage  on  first  contract, 

$950  00 
6,274  76 
49  66 
13,942  54 
737  55 
13,319  94 
201  60 
232  33 

Well  at  head  of  Culvert. 

13.85  cubic  yds.  earth  excavation,  (est.  \  25 

13.33  “  dry  masonry,  $2^  00 

2.46  “  paving,  2  00 

3  46 
26  66 

4  92 

Total, 

— 

112 

557  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
4,720  (<  embankment, 

13  cts. 
15 

72  41 
708  00 

113 

9,254  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

28  i(  detached  rock  do 

4,645  u  embankment, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

12  cts. 
50 

13 

1,110  48 
14  00 
603  85 
50  00 

114 

2,227  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

11  cts. 

244  97 

115 

13,003  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

9  i(  detached  rock  do 

11  cts. 
40 

1,430  33 

3  60 

317 

3,026  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
1,948  u  embankment, 

12  “  detached  rock  do 

10  cts. 
13 

50 

302  60 
248  04 

6  00 

209  tc  earth  exJtion,  (by  Abbott)  12 

Total, 

— 

318 

18,638.22  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  10  cts. 
2,570.02  u  cemented  clay  do  30 

83  ee  detached  rock  do  50 

667  (i  embankment,  13 

1,863  82 
771  00 
41  50 
86  83 

119 

18,433  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
2,395  “  cemented  clay  do  (est.) 

4,484  “  embankment, 

12  cts. 
50 

15 

2,211  96 
1,197  50 
672  60 

120 

3,506  cubic  3mrds  earth  excavation,  at 

12  cts. 

420  72 

121 

2,348  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

i 

14  cts. 

328  11 

Amount  of 
section. 


$35,743  12 
36,803  02 

780  41 


1,778  33 
244  97 

1,433  93 


556  64 
26  28 


582  92 


2,763  15 


4,082  06 
420  72 

328  13 


Statement  A — Continued 


No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

122 

4,545  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
1,627  u  embankment, 

13  cts. 
13 

$590  85 
211  51 

123 

717  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

14  cts. 

- 

124 

15,674  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
6,596  u  embankment, 

11  cts. 
15 

1,724  14 
989  40 

125 

5,383  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
2,594  “  embankment, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

11  cts. 

12 

592  13 
311  28 
20  00 

126 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

508  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  in  muck  ditch, 
1,149  “  embankment, 

10  cts. 

12 

250  00 
50  80 
137  88 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

322  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
1,753  a  embankment. 

13  cts. 
15 

500  00 
41  86 
262  95 

Total, 

— 

127 

13,332  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

992  u  do  cetn’d  sand  and  gravel, 

5,376  ce  embankment, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

13  cts. 
40 

15 

1,733  16 
396  80 
806  40 
80  00 

128 

6,815  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

40  u  detached  rock  do 

1,859  “  embankment, 

12  cts. 
50 

14 

817  80 
20  00 
260  26 

129 

7,450  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
34  u  detached  rock  do 

4,294  u  embankment, 

12  cts. 
50 

13 

894  00 
17  00 
558  22 

130 

9,689  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
"464  u  cemented  clay  do 

2,627  u  rock  do 

2,398  a  embankment, 

12  cts. 
40 

60 

14 

1,162  68 
'185  60 
1,576  20 
335  72 

131 

6,190  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

569  <£  cemented  clay  do 

1,385  “  rock  excavation  do 

3,068  “  embankment, 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  (est.) 

12  cts. 
22 

45 

14 

742  80 
125  18 
623  25 
429  52 
15  00 

133 

65  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
1,387  “  embankment, 

12  cts. 
13^ 

7  80 
187  24 

Amount  of 
section. 


$802  36 
100  38 


'  2,713  54 


923  38 


438  68 

804  81 
1,243  49 


3,016  36 


1,098  06 


1,469  22 


3,260  20 


1,935  75 

195  04 


56 


Statement  A— Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
section. 

135 

1 5.341  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
1,658  cemented  clay  do 

3,530  (i  rock  excavation  do 

16  u  detached  rock  do 

791  cc  embankment, 

14  cts. 
30 

68| 

37i 

15" 

$2,147  74 
497  40 
2,426  92 
6  00 
118  65 

$5,196  71 

766  99 

767  12 

137 

938  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
3,881  “  embankment, 

13 1  cts. 

16l 

326  63 
640  36 

138 

1,093  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
3,971  ee  embankment, 

12  cts. 
16 

131  76 
635  36 

J)u  Page  Feeder. 

f 

6,633.56  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  26  cts. 
12  251.41  “  embankment,  28 

;  78  “  stone  for  slope  wall,  (est.)  50 

$3,724  72 
3,430  39 
39  00 

$5,194  11 

Lime  Houses ." 

t 

Lock  1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

Dam  > 
No.  2  $ 

Lime  or  cement  houses  complete, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

$300  00 
300  00 
212  00 
195  00 
335  00 
135  00 

200  00 

3,477  00 

Western  Division . 

No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
section. 

141 

159  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

767  embankment, 

14  cts. 

16 

$22  26 
122  72 

$144  98 

143 

171  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

14  cts. 

- 

23  94 

144 

147  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

15  cts. 

22  05 

145 

7,353  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
14,388  i(  embankment, 

14  cts. 

17 

1,029  42 
2,445  96 

3,475  38 

146 

12,963  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

967  “  shelly  rock  do 

5.611  ((  embodied  rock  do 

10,901  “  embankment, 

15  cts. 

40 

60 

18 

1,944  45 
'386  80 
3,366  60 
1,962  18 

7,660  03 

57 


(73) 


Statement  A — Continued » 


Section. 


148 


149 


152 

153 

155 


156 


157 


158 


159 


Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

6,431  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

15  cts. 

$964  65 

556 

rock  do 

50 

278  00 

4,572 

i(  embankment, 

15 

685  80 

5,378  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  &t 

15  cts. 

806  70 

830 

u  rock  do 

50 

415  00 

31,710 

u  embankment, 

15 

4,756  50 

9,072  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

13  cts. 

— 

8,622  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

14  cts. 

1,207  08 

2,796 

“  embankment, 

15 

419  40 

28,849.26  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  18cts. 

5,192  87 

40 

“  detached  rock  do 

75 

30  00 

2,715.70  “  rock  do  $1 

25 

3,394  62 

3,073.55  “  do  do  1 

00 

3,073  55 

181 

ee  embankment, 

20 

36  20 

9,024  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

15^  cts. 

1,376  16 

7,937 

u  embankment, 

2  n 

1,706  45 

9,535.66 

<c  earth  excavation, 

15| 

1,454  19 

89  .57 

u  cemented  clav  do 

40 

359  83 

851 .46 

C(  rock  do  1 

25 

1,064  32 

35,329.92 

(i  embankment, 

214 

7,595  93 

210 

“  earth  excavation, 

15^- 

32  02 

1,335 

(i  embankment, 

214 

286  38 

Total, 

- 

6,956.23 

cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

154  cts. 

1,060  83 

18,240.65 

“  embankment, 

17^ 

3,146  51 

4,357  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

154 

659  83 

11,636 

u  embankment. 

19| 

2,269  02 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

40  00 

378.16  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

151 

58  61 

20,235.44 

a  embankment, 

19i 

3,945  91 

Removing  one  large  stump,  (est.) 

1  00 

Total, 

— 

12,108  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  16  cts. 

1 ,937  28 

1,031 

' u  cemented  clay  do 

40 

412  40 

89 

u  detached  rock  do  1 

08 

96  12 

184.49 

(C  sand  do  do  1 

25 

234  36 

4,226 

i(  embankment, 

18 

760  68 

— - — - - - - - - 

Amount  of 
section. 


$1,928  45 


5,978  20 
1,179  36 

1,626  48 


11,727  24 


3,082  61 


10,474  27 
318  40 


13,875  28 


4,207  34 


2,968  85 


4,005  52 


6,974  37 


3,440  84 


(74) 


53 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 


159 


160 


161 


162 


163 


Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

7,765.30  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  16  cts. 

1,242  45 

1,667.16 

cc 

gravel  do  (est.)  25 

416  79 

4,001.69 

cc 

cemented  clay  do 

40 

1,600  67 

3,980.75 

cc 

embodied  rock  do 

1  00 

3,980  75 

125 

cc 

detached  do  do 

1  08  i 

135  00 

141.81 

cc 

earth  ex.  in  ditch, 

12 

17  02 

807.72 

cc 

embankment, 

18 

145  39 

Total, 

— 

394.05  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  16  cts. 

63  04 

712.07 

CC 

embankment, 

21 

149  53 

17,402.88 

cc 

earth  excavation, 

25 

4,350  72 

5,926.80 

cc 

cemented  clay  do 

50 

2,963  40 

299 

<: 

detached  rock  do 

75 

224  25 

2,319.72 

cc 

embodied  do  do 

1  25 

2,899  65 

286 

cc 

earth  ex.  in  side  ditch,  15 

42  90 

4,302.27 

cc 

embankment, 

25 

1,075  57 

Total, 

— 

22,134.47  cubic 

yards  earth  excavation, 

it  23  cts. 

5,090  93 

3,413.17 

cc 

cemented  clay,  do 

30 

1,023  95 

2,273.11 

a 

embodied  rock  do 

75 

1,704  82 

273 

cc 

detached  do  do 

60 

163  50 

2,757.78 

cc 

embankment, 

22 

606  71 

549.41 

cc 

earth  ex.  culv’t.  ditch.  25 

137  35 

2,155.98 

cc 

do  outside  do 

25 

538  99 

449 

cc 

ditch  ex.  on  sec.  162 

25 

112  25 

Well  f  'or  culvert ,  fyc. 

490  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

25 

122  50 

10.07 

cc 

rock  do 

1  00 

10  07 

84.50 

cc 

dry  masonry, 

2  75 

232  37 

80 

cc 

puddling, 

60 

48  00 

Road  bridges  over  culvert  and  drain  ditches,  (est.) 

150  00 

Repairs  of  road  obstructed  by  canal,  (est.) 

75  00 

Total, 

— 

Five  days  mowing  to  clear  section,  $151  cts. 

7  50 

27,524.13  cubic  yards  earth  excavation, 

at  15 

4,128  62 

365 

cc 

do  side  ditch 

16 

58  40 

1,317.51 

cc 

cemented  clay  ex. 

62 

816  86 

266 

cc 

detached  rock  do 

75 

199  50 

1,770.47 

cc 

rock  do 

1  25 

2,213  09 

1,637.24 

Cc 

embankment, 

17 

278  32 

3,149  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

21  cts. 

661  29 

65 

cc 

cemented  clay  ex. 

40 

26  00 

439 

cc 

rock  do 

1  00 

439  00 

10,649.60 

cc 

earth  excavation,  at 

21 

2,236  42 

300 

cc 

detached  rock  do 

75 

225  00 

Amount  of 
section. 


$7,538  07 


10,978  91 


212  57 


11,556  49 


11,769  06 


9,378  80 


637  94 


10,016  74 


7,702  29 


1,126  29 
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(75) 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 


163 


164 


165 


166 


167 


168 


Description  of  work. 


7,478.77  cubic  yards  cemented  clay  ex.  at40cts. 
7,924.91  (C  embodied  rock  do  1  00 


Total, 

16,748  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 


6,628 

2,401 

160 

329 


cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


4,668.63  “ 
2,718.81  “ 
400  “ 

11,385.89  “ 


cemented  clay  do 
slate  rock  do 

detached  rock  do 
embodied  rock  do 

earth  excavation, 
cemented  clay  do 
detch’d  rock  do 
emb’d  do  do 


16i  cts. 
40 
50 
75 
00 


36 i 


40 
75 
1  00 


Total, 


3,637  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at 
2,794  “  cemented  clay  ex. 

60  (C  rock  do  1 


16|  cts. 
40 
00 


Amount  of 
items. 


$2,991  51 
7,924  91 


2,721  06 
2,648  00 
1,200  50 
120  00 
329  00 


758  65 
1,087  52 
300  00 
11,385  89 


591  01 
1,117  60 
60  00 


12,257.76 

cc 

earth  do 

16£ 

1,991  89 

12,469.45 

1 c 

cemented  clay  do 

40 

4,987  78 

7.559.34 

cc 

rock  do  1 

00 

7,559  34 

Total, 

— 

1,514.64  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at 

15 

227  19 

614.62 

cc 

embankment, 

17 

104  48 

10,190.85 

cc 

earth  excavation, 

15 

1,528  62 

2,607.05 

cc 

gravel  &  det’d  r’ck  ex.  30 

782  11 

11.643.39 

cc 

cemented  clay  do 

40 

4,657  34 

5,591.64 

cc 

rock  do  1 

00 

5,591  64 

957.15 

cc 

earth  ex.  in  drain, 

25 

239  29 

200 

cc 

do  T  &  Berm  do 

15 

30  00 

15,233.50 

c  c 

embankment, 

17 

t 

2,589.  73 

Total, 

— 

5,570.58 

cubic  yards  earth  excavation,. 

14  cts. 

779  88 

76,399.86 

cc 

embankment, 

30 

22,919  96 

8,249.56 

a 

earth  excavation, 

15 

1,237  43 

4,389.20 

cc 

muck  do 

15 

658  38 

590.88 

cc 

side  ditch  do 

15 

88  63 

3,854.94 

cc 

do  do 

21 

809  54 

32,379.85 

cc 

embankment, 

21 

6,799  98 

bridge  across  ditch. 

23  00 

4,766.33 

cc 

earth  ex.  on  old  line 

abandoned 

15 

714  95 

Amount  of 
section. 


$13,377  84 


14,504  13 


7,018  56 


13,532  06 


20,550  62 


1,768  61 


14.539  01 


16,307  62 


331  67 


15,418  73 


15,750  40 


23,699  84 


10,373  91 


60 


(76) 


Statement  A. 


No  of 
Section. 


169 


170 


171 


172 


173 


Description  of  work. 


9,537.68 
1 08.56 
5,114.85 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 
u  earth  excavation, 

(e  rock  do  1 

u  embankment, 

Scaleage  on  work  done  by  a  for¬ 
mer  contractor, 


20 

25 

25 


Total, 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 


1,356.66  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  20  cts. 


12,574 
11,854 
100 


c: 

a 

ec 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 
earth  excavation,  25 

embankment,  25 

rock  excavation,  1  40 


5,081  cubic  yards  earth  ex  (prism)  at 

15  cts. 

$762  15 

4,193.17 

a 

do  (muck) 

15 

628  97 

604.73 

u 

do  drain  ditch, 

25 

151  18 

1,056.62 

u- 

do  do 

15 

157  59 

22.26 

u 

rock  excavation,  1 

00 

22  26 

34,489.09 

a 

embankment, 

25 

8,622  27 

4,221.06 

a 

do  carted  (est) 

30 

1,266  32 

4,897.87 

u 

earth  ex.  on  old  line 

abandoned, 

15 

734  68 

11,485.31 

a 

earth  excavation  at 

15  cts. 

1,722  79 

300 

C( 

detached  rock  ex. 

75 

225  00 

150 

a 

rock  ex.  in  culv’t  ditch  1 

00 

150  00 

25,626.93 

u 

embankment, 

25 

6,406  73 

15 

days  mowing  to  clear  section,  1 

50 

22  50 

mowing  on  sections  168  <5c  169, 

40  00 

7,942.94  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  18  cts. 

1,429  73 

5,363.88 

u 

embankment, 

19 

1,020  08 

21,345.18 

C( 

earth  excavation, 

16 

3,415  22 

500 

(C 

do  do  in  dr’ n  ditch  25 

125  00 

30 

<( 

detached  rock,  1 

00 

30  00 

5,554.03 

a 

embankment, 

16 

888  64 

Total, 

- 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

50  00 

2,897.62  cubic  yards'earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

579  52 

1,895.44 

u 

rock  do  1 

00 

1,895  44 

2.268.15 

/ 

u 

embankment, 

25 

567  04 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

25  00 

8,106 

a 

earth  excavation, 

26i 

2,148  09 

Amount  of 
items. 


25  00 
1,917  53 
135  70 
1,278  71 

473  86 


100  00 
271  33 


75  00 
3,143  50 
2,963  50 
140  00 


Amount  of 
sections. 


$12,345  53 


8.567  02 


2,449  83 


4,458  86 


6,908  69 


3,092  00 
2,173  09 


3,830  80 


9,095  89 


371  33 


6,322  00 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
section. 

173 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

8,726.22  cubic  yards  embankment,  25  cts. 

t 

100  00 
2,181  55 

$2,28 1  55 

Total, 

— 

8,974  88 

174 

481.80  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  16  cts. 

5,783.50  “  embankment,  25 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

681.80  (i  earth  excavation,  16 

*13,337.83  u  embankment,  .  25 

77  09 
445  87 

100  oo 

109  09 
3,334  46 

522  96 

3,543  55 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

Extra  do  do 

3,489.88  i:  earth  excavation,  16 

26,272.10  u  embankment,  25 

6C0  00 
200  00 
558  38 
6,568  02 

V 

7,926  40 

Total. 

11,992  91 

175 

Grubbing  &  clearing  per  contr’t 

2  acres  extra  grubbing  &  cPng$30  00 

6.3  do  do  chopping  do  20  00 

9,097.44  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  24  cts. 

15,598.56  u  embankment,  28 

517  u  do  pxtra  by  change 

of  line,  28 

Grubbing  and  clearing  performed 
on  sec.  176,  but  omitted  in  the 

400  00 
60  00 
126  00 
2,183  38 
4,367  60 

144  76 

final  est.  of  that  section, 

40  00 

« 

7,321  74 

176 

15,706.39  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  15  cts. 
4,848.02  “  gravel  do  (est.)  25 

2.355  94 
1,212  00 

■ 

4,492.69  (i  embankment,  17 

763  76 

4,331  70 

177 

18,673.87  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  20 

10,350.12  “  embankment,  20  cts. 

3,734  77 
2,070  02 

5,804  79 

178 

7,449.90  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  16  cts. 
3,575.17  u  gravel  do  23 

5,619.07  (e  embankment,  18 

1,191  98 
822  29 
1,011  43 

3,025  70 

179 

Grubbing  a  clearing, 

1,607.14  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  18  cts. 
5,713.13  i('  embankment,  22J 

Mowing  10  days  (clearing  sec.)  1  50 

751.74  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  18 

7,205.07  “  embankment,  22J 

30  00 
289  28 
1,299  74 
15  00 

135  31 
1/39  15 

1,634  02 

1,774  46 

\ 


*See  Abstract. 
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62 


Statement  A- — Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 


179 


Description  of  work. 


1,777.26  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at 
16,156.47  u  embankment, 

671.47  “  lining, 


Amount  oi 
items. 


244 

24i 

40 


$  4  35  43 
3,958  33 
268  59 


Total, 


180 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

7,291.76  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  20  cts. 
22,849.79  u  embank’t  (com’n  earth)  23 
7,961.85  “  do  gravel  (est.)  30 

Mowing  10  days  (clearing  sec.)  1  50 


100  00 
1,458  35 
5,255  45 
2,388  55 
15  00 


181 


Grubbing  and  clearing  for  brook  ditch, 
30,417.94  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  18  cts. 
3,603  u  do  brook  ditch,  18 

10,767.51  u  embankment,  18 


30  00 
5,475  23 
648  54 
1,938  15 


182 


41,385.16  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  24 
260  “  cemented  grav.  do  (est.)  75 

416.26  ec  cutting  down  banks  ex.  24 

646.34  (i  deposite  by  floods  do  24 

575.62  <e  side  ditch  do  15 

2,485.13  (C  embankment,  20 

10  days  mowing  (clearing  sec.)  1  50 


cts. 


8,897  81 
195  0) 
89  50 
138  96 
86  34 
497  03 
15  00 


183 


184 


185 


12  days  mowing  (clearing  sec. )  1  50  cts. 
Grubbing  stumps  and  removing 
logs  (est  ) 

12,815.20  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  23 
260  u  cemented  gravel,  75 

65.71  “  rock  (culv’t  ditch)  1  25 

23,875.84  u  embankment,  28 


18  00 

25  00 
2,947  49 
195  00 
82  14 
6,685  23 


27,515.15  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at 

24  cts. 

5,915  76 

325.60 

is 

do  drain  ditch 

18 

58  61 

455.08 

a 

quarried  rock  ex.,  1 

00 

455  08 

1,155.65 

u 

do  do 

80 

924  52 

4,136 

a 

embankment, 

20 

827  36 

12  days 

mowing  (clearing  sec.)  1 

50 

18  00 

6,038.82  cubic  yards  earth  excavation, 

24 

1,298  34 

1,500 

a 

quarried  rock  ex.  1 

40 

2,100  00 

4,643.27 

a 

rock  do  1 

00 

4,643  27 

5,645.72 

a 

earth  ex.  (brook  ’ 

ditch) 

18 

1,016  22 

123 

(C 

protection  wall  for 

(brook  ditch) 

75 

92  25 

2,587 

u 

embankment, 

20 

517  48 

Total, 

- 

2,980.68  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at 

25  cts. 

745  17 

236.95 

a 

soft  lime  stone  do  1 

00 

236  95 

32 

(C 

rock  do  1  20 

38  40 

Amount  of 
sections. 


$4,662  35 
8,070  83 


9,217  35 


8,091  92 


9,919  64 


9,952  86 


8,199  33 


9,667  56 
17,866  89 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No  of 
Section. 


185 


186 


187 


Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

738  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  25  cts. 

$184  50 

8  days  mowing  (clearing  sec.)  1  50 

12  00 

219  cubic  vards  earth  excavation  25 

54  75 

1,091 

a 

cemented  clay  and  gravel  60 

654  60 

331 

a 

embankment,  25 

82  75 

11,309.73 

a 

earth  excavation  25 

2,827  43 

1,663.58 

it 

cemented  clay  &  grav.  ex.  60 

998  15 

1,397.29 

a 

rock  excavation,  1  20 

1,676  75 

800 

a 

earth  ex.  in  culv’t  ditch,  18 

144  00 

9,446.03 

a 

embankment,  25 

2,361  51 

439.32 

it 

do  removed  by 

change  of  line,  25 

109  83 

Total, 

— 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

30  00 

12,183.20  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  22  cts. 

2,680  30 

396.39 

a 

side  ditch  excavation,  15 

59  45 

1,401.30 

it 

quarried  rock  do  1  10 

1,541  43 

2,428.31 

a 

do  do  do  1  35 

3,278  22 

1,134.54 

a 

do  do  do  1  40 

1,588  36 

26 

a 

corded  do  do  1  40 

36  40 

6  days  mowing,  1  50 

9  00 

34  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  22 

7  48 

899 

ti 

quarried  rock  ex.  1  10 

988  90 

299 

a 

.do  do  1  35 

403  65 

4,475.56 

a 

earth  excavation,  22 

984  62 

18,016.37 

it 

rock  do  1  40 

25,222  92 

2,113.81 

a 

cemented  clay  and 

gravel  (est.)  60 

1,267  69 

381.28 

a 

embankment,  18 

68  63 

2,395.01 

ct 

earth  excavation  to  turn 

brook  (est.)  15 

359  25 

3,339.87 

u 

embankment  to  turn 

brook  (est.)  25 

834  97 

372.44 

a 

eartlf  ex.  for  muck 

ditch  of  g.  bank,  15 

55  87 

22.40 

it 

earth  ex.  cutting  down 

tow-path,  22 

4  93 

13.45 

a 

rock  cutting  down  tow- 

path,  1  40 

18  83 

63.91 

a 

earth  ex.  for  wrater 

way,  15 

9  59 

115.28 

a 

stone  and  gravel  cov- 

ering  water  way,  40 

46  11 

Total, 

— 

i 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

5  00 

10,063.48  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  33  cts. 

3,320  94 

138.60 

a 

do  drain  ditch,  40 

55  44 

1,292.72 

a 

quarried  rock,  1  30 

1,680  53 

1,216.25 

a 

embankment,  29^ 

358  80 

\ 

Amount  of 
sections. 


$1,217  02 


792  10 


8,117  67 


10,126  79 


9,223  16 


1,400  03 


28,873  41 


39,496  60 


5,420 


(SO) 


04 


No.  of 
Section. 


187 


188 


189 


190 


191 


Statement  A — Continued . 


Description  of  work. 


Grubbing;  ami  clearing, 

10,492.47  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  33  cts. 
753.06  “  do  in  culvert 


ditch,  20 

14,580.65  i(  rock  excavation,  1  80 

4,585.56  u  embankment,  29| 

25  u  dry  masonry  in  pav’d 

water  way,  2  79 


Total, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

9  acres  chopping  and  clearing  extra 

width  at  $18  00 

8,216.10  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  49  cts. 

181.87  “  do  do  25 

39,939.55  u  embankment,  30 

3,813.48  u  do  extra,  25 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

1  acre  extra  do 
10.52  acres  chopping  and  clear¬ 
ing  extra,  at  $30  00 

15,442  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  18  cts. 

138.57  u  do  side  ditch,  50 

1 12.84  Ci  detached  rock  ex.  1  00 
25,539  u  embankment,  30 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 

3  acres  chopping  and  clearing 

extra,  at  $5  00 

11,482.70  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  25  cts. 


52 

u 

detached 

rock  ex.. 

75 

30 

(( 

quarried 

do 

1  75 

35,832.75 

u 

embankment, 

28 

9,600.47 

C( 

lining, 

88 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

12,421.76  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  30  cts. 


185.30 

a 

earth  ex.  to  turn 

brook. 

15 

541.20 

a 

earth  ex.  caused  by 

floods, 

30 

8 

u 

earth  ex.  for  wall  at 

camp  rock, 

30 

258.73 

cc 

earth  ex.  slides  at 

camp  rock, 

30 

16,663.90 

i( 

rock  ex.  at  c.  rock,  1 

124 

44,641.18 

a 

embankment, 

38' 

52 1 

i ( 

do  caused  by  wash 

of  river, 

38 

419.38 

a 

do  by  change  of  line, 

38 

108.96 

u 

do  do  level, 

38 

250 

K 

lining, 

70 

Extra  labor  in  preparing  banks  for  lining, 


Amount  of 

items. 

00 

3,462 

51 

150 

61 

26,245 

17 

1,352 

74 

69 

75 

162 

00 

162 

00 

4,025 

89 

45 

47 

11,981 

86 

953 

37 

275 

00 

50 

00 

315 

60 

2,779 

63 

69 

28 

112 

84 

7,661 

77 

400 

00 

15 

00 

2,870 

67 

39 

00 

52 

50 

10,033 

17 

8,448 

41 

i'd 

200 

00 

3,726 

83 

27 

79 

162 

36 

2 

40 

77 

62 

18,746 

78  1 

16,963 

65 

197 

98 

159 

36 

41 

40 

175 

00 

10 

67 

Amount  of 
sections. 


$31,285  78 
36,706  49 


17,330  59 


11,264  12 


21,858  75 


65 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
section. 

191 

1,425.40  cubic  yards  protection  wall,  $1  00  cts. 

$1,425  40 

98.02  u  do  at  camp  r.  1  00 

98  02 

Puddling  at  camp  rock, 

20  00 

4  days  mowing  (clearing  sec.)  1  50 

6  00 

$42,041  26 

192 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

500  00 

8,035.05  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  26  cts. 

2,089  11 

1,200.31  u  earth  ex.  caused  by 

slide,  26 

312  08 

2,118.62  c:  rock  ex.  (quarried)  1  75 

3,707  58 

1,049.31  (<  do  do  (solid)  1  50 

1,573  96 

1,488.99  u  do  do  (detached)  75 

1,116  73 

27,196.15  “  embankment,  28 

7,614  92 

2,526.24  cc  do  caused  by  ch’ge 

of  line,  28 

707  35 

1,305  ie  do  caused  bv 

floods,  (1838)23 

365  40 

119.50  cc  do  change  of  curve,  28 

33  46 

200.26  “  do  ex.  of  rock,  28 

56  07 

1,500.86  (C  slope  wall,  2  00 

3,001  72 

Removing  rock  from  base  of  bank, 

50  00 

5  acres  extra  grubbing  and  clearing  10  00 

50  00 

21,178  78 

Deduct  for  stone  furnished  by  State 

- 

1,050  60 

Total, 

- 

20,128  IS 

193 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

500  00 

do  extra  on  account  of 

slides, 

230  00 

9|  acres  extra  clear1  g  on  side  hill,  $5  00 

47  50 

7,908.48  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  26  cts. 

2,056  20 

2,111  £(  detached  rock  do  75 

1,583  25 

1,583.75  cc  solid  do  do  1  50 

2,375  62 

3,167.50  c(  quarried  do  do  1  75 

5,543  12 

2,068  ee  protection  wall,  1  30 

2,688  40 

40,949.04  <e  embankment,  28 

11,465  73 

26,489  82 

194 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

100  00 

do  caused  by  change  of  line  (est.) 

20  00 

941.81  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  20  cts. 

188  36 

136.84  (C  detached  rock  ex.  75 

102  63 

381.22  ci  quarried  do  do  1  25 

476  52 

19,315.93  u  embankment,  30 

5,794  77 

6,682  23 

3  acres  chopping  and  clearing  on 

side  hill,  40  00 

120  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing  extra  on 

account  of  slides, 

40  00 

3,367.60  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  20  cts. 

673  52 

350.78  (c  quarried  rock  excava- 

tion,  (est.)  1  25 

438  47 

399.73  «  detac’d  do  do  75 

299  78 

1,053.31  (i  slope  wall  from  stone 

quarried  from  prism.,  62| 

658  31 

(82) 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
sections. 

194 

1,134  c.  yards  slope  wall  (stone  quar¬ 
ried  by  contractor)  at  $1  50  cts. 
18,588.15  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  30 

$1,701  00 
5,576  44 

9,507  52 

Total, 

— 

16,189  80 

195 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

6,653.53  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  26  cts. 
151.08  u  detached  rock  do  1  00 

407.94  u  quarried  do  do  1  50 

269.91  e(  corded  do  do  1  50 

Removing  stone  from 
change  of  line, 

40,345.71  cc  embankment,  42 

1,494.50  u  do  for  lock  14,  30 

Mowing, 

4,967  u  earth  ex.  in  s.  b.  basin  25 

798  a  embankment,  37 

25  00 
1,729  92 
151  08 
611  91 
404  86 

20  00 
16,945  19 
448  35 

8  25 
1,241  75 
295  26 

21,881  57 

123,156 

458 

27 

1,225.60 

<c  earth  ex.  ins.  b.  basin  41 

“  do  do  below  bot¬ 

tom  basin,  (est.)  60 
(i  McAdamizing  on 

grade,  1  50 

tc  slope  wall,  2  25 

50,493  96 

274  80 

40  50 
2,757  60 

53,566  86 

Deduct  for  stone  furnished  by 

State, 

75,448  43 

378  44 

Total, 

- 

75,069  99 

196 

51,645.21  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  31  cts. 
2,283.28  (i  drain  ditch  do  50 

Corded  rock  on  hill  side, 

2,130.11  {<  rock  qurried  transfer¬ 

red  from  sec.  197,  1  00 

11|  days  mowing  (clear¬ 
ing  section,)  1  50 

16,010  01 
1,141  64 
600  00 

2,130  11 

17  25 

19,899  01 

97,468  99 

132,700 

7,300 

130.66 

Ci  earth  excavation,  59 

ec  slope  wall,  2  60 

“  McAdamizing  grade,  1  50 

78,293  00 
18,980  00 
195  99 

* 

Deduct  for  stone  furnished  by 
the  State, 

117,368  00 

5,540  00 

Total, 

- 

111,828  00 
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No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
sections. 

196  &  197 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

$9  75 

36,627.74  cubic  yards  earth  excavation 

> 

in  prism,  at  40  cts. 

10,651  09 

6,563  (i  earth  ex.  in  berm,  45 

2,953  35 

300  (C  rock  laid  in  front  of 

pierhead,  1  60 

480  00 

1,111  (i  rock  laid  in  front  of 

pierhead,  2  25 

2,497  50 

873  u  slope  wall,  1  60 

1,396  01 

5,506  ee  stone  quar’d  for  wall,  80 

4,404  80 

Brush  in  foundation  of  pier 

head, 

22  50 

Puddling  in  do 

7  50 

$22,422  50 

197 

25,733  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  35  cts. 

9,006  82 

980  u  do  do  ditch,  50 

490  00 

8,187.92  (i  rock  quarried  for  slope 

wall,  1  00 

8,187  92 

12 days  mowing  (clear’g sec.)  1  50 

18  00 

29,585.87  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  r55 

16,272  23 

17,702  74 

1,226.27  “  slope  wall,  2  25 

3,126  98 

19,399  21 

Deduct  for  stone  furnished  by 

37,101  95 

State, 

1,705  13 

Total, 

- . - . 

35,396  82 

Recapitulation  of  sections  195,  196,  and  197. 

195 

Aggregate  of  estimates, 

75,069  99 

196 

do  do 

111,828  00 

197 

do  do 

35,396  82 

196  &  197 

do  do 

22,422  50 

244,717  31 

Total  by  I.  Hardy, 

162,811  49 

do  do  H,  Kinney,  &  Peyton  &  Co. 

81^905  82 

( 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


Pecumsagan  Channel. 


Grubbing  and  clearing  per  contract. 
30,258.94-100  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at  35cts. 

153  “  do  Ci  below  water  (est)  75 

295.10-100  “  “  “  (est)  1  00 

1,255.22-100  “  rilling  behind  walls,  abuts.  >  20 
“  and  breast  embankment  (est)  ) 

46  u  detached  rock  75 

49  e(  quarried  (<  1  75 

103.61-100  e<  puddling  behind  abuts  (est)  100 

574.42-100  “  protection  wall  (est)  1  75 


681.37-100  «  stone  dam,  abuts  &  wing  walls  ?  3  00 

(est)  $ 

100  cyds.  loose  stone  above  dam  (est)  100 

Clamping  coping  of  dam  (est.) 

Wooden  dam  entire, 

Extra  work  caused  by  flood  February  1840. 

67.20-100  cyds.  stone  put  into  a  hole  washed  )  ~  aq 
at  the  base  of  dam  S 


24.75-100  u  gravel  ex  for  base  of  dam  35 

160.66-100  ce  wall  forming  new  face  to  dam  4  00 
20  (C  rough  stone  at  base  of  dam  2  00 

Replacing  coping  of  dam, 

10.50-100  gravel  filling  above  u  25 

185.18-100  rilling  behind  east  wing  and  abutt  40 

Deduct  for  240  cyds.  delivered  by  Townsend  &  Co  1  00 
£(  72.86  ce  aqueduct  stone  3  00 


Total, 


280  00 
10,590  63 
114  75 
295  10 

251  04 

/ 

34  50 
85  75 
103  61 
1,005  23 

2,044  11 

100  00 
25  00 
842  85 

15,772  57 

134  40 

8  66 
642  64 
40  00 
25  00 

2  62 
74  07 

927  39 

16,699  96 
458  58 

240  00 
218  58 

16,241  38 

An  account  of  extra  work  caused  by  Slides  on  sections  19  i,  192, 193  194. 


Section  191 

884  c  yds.  embankment 

28 

237  52 

1,200  “  earth  excavation 

24 

288  00 

525  52 

192  &  193 

16,012  “  “ 

24 

3,842  88 

3,687  “  corded  rock  excavation 

62i 

2,304  37 

6,147  25 

194 

1,824  u  embankment 

26 

474  24 

474  24 

Total, 

- 

7,147  01 

An  account  of  protection  walls  on  sections  194  and  195. 


r  \ 

194 

2,088  c  yds. 

prot’n  wall  from  stone  quarM  1  50 

3,132  00 

682  “ 

do 

do  proc’d  by  Hyatt  2  25 

1,534  50 

4,666  50 

195 

240  “ 

do 

do  by  Kinney  1  25 

300  00 

1,057  « 

do 

do  sec  193  1  85 

1,955  45 

1,464.45  “ 

do 

do  by  cont’r  2  25 

3,295  01 

5,550  46 

Total, 

10,216  96 

i 


C9 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


Lateral  Canal , 


No  of  section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amt.  of  sect¬ 
ions. 

Section  1 

20,313.72-100  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at  15  cts. 

3,047  05 

17,546.93-100  u  rock  (e 

100 

17,546  98 

20,594  03 

2 

17,438*05-100  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

15 

2,615  71 

406.93-100  u  rock  t( 

1  00 

406  93 

3,001.45-100  c{  embankment 

20 

600  29 

4,772  filling  ravine  above  bottom  25 

1,193  00 

Opening  drain  through  banks, 

30  00 

1 

4,845  93 

Account  of  work  done  upon  Fox  River  Feeder, 

Section  1 

Grubbingand  clearing,  (est.) 

200  00 

7,101  c  yds.  earth  excavation  at 

15  cts. 

1,065  15 

9,240  do  .  rock  do 

1  00 

9,240  00 

200  do  detached  rock  ex. 

50 

100  00 

45,545.55-100  c  yds.  embankment 

17 

7,742  74 

628  c  yds.  protection  wall 

1  50 

942  00 

2,600  do  emb’t.  for  bridges 

20 

520  00 

298  lineal  feet  timber  lining  wall 

20 

59  60 

Road  bridges  complete, 

590  00 

20,459  49 

Feeder  Dam 

270  c  yds.  masonry  in  abut’s.  at 

7  25 

1,957  50 

5,276  lineal  feet  timber 

12 

633  12 

10,400  superficial  feet  4  in.  plank 

10 

1,040  00 

1,486  c  yds.  stone  in  cribs 

2  00 

2,972  00 

3,200  do  gravel  in  dam 

30 

960  00 

4,310  lbs.  iron  for  spikes  and  bolts 

15 

646  50 

429  c  yds.  earth  ex.  lor  E.  abut,  pit  20 

85  80 

200  (<  embankment 

20 

40  00 

Drilling  for  bolts,  (est.) 

30  00 

— 

8,364  92 

Guard  Lock 

1,315  c  yds.  masonry 

7  25 

9,533  75 

160  do  rock  ex.  under  water 

2  00 

320  00 

130  do  do  do  above  do 

1  00 

130  00 

1,210  do  emb’t.  for  lock 

20 

242  00 

345  do  prt’n  wall  for  lock  emb’t. 

2  00 

690  00 

50  do  rubble  masonry  in  foun-  i 

7  00 

350  00 

dation  of  lock  $ 

362  do  rock  ex.  for  sluice 

2  00 

724  00 

630  u  Slate  rock  part  below  water  1  00 

630  00 

264  do  earth  ex.  for  sluice 

25 

66  00 

1.804  lineal  feet  timber  for  lock  foun’n  20 

360  80 

2,0Q0  feet  B  M  plank  in  foundation  $25  00 

50  00 

Mitre  sills  complete, 

60  00 

Head  gates  of  sluice  including  ) 

timber,  plank  and  work  manship  £ 

90  00 

13,246  55 

Section,  dam  and  guard  lock,  Total, 

- 

42,070  96 

2 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

400  00 

8,993  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

15 

1,348  90 

3,200  do  cemented  clay 

30 

960  00 

7,500  do  rock  excavation 

1  00 

7,500  00 
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Vo  ofseccion. 

Description  of  work. 

Am’t.  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
sections. 

2 

21,370  c  yds.  embankment 

16  cts. 

3,419  20 

13,628  10 

3 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

100  00 

16,705  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

14 

2,339  12 

30  do  detached  rock  ex. 

50 

15  00 

5,644  do  embankment 

16 

903  04 

3,357  16 

4 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

100  00 

1,830  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

14 

256  20 

2,039.10-100  c  yds.  cemented  clay  ex 

30 

611  73 

2,039.10-100  do  rock  ex. 

1  00 

2,039  10 

44,993.64-100  do  embankment 

16 

7,198  98 

194  c  yds.  earth  ex.  from  brow  of  bluff  25 

48  50 

10,254  51 

5 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

400  00 

17,814.84-100  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

18 

3,206  67 

830.41-100  c  yds  cemented  clay  ex. 

50 

415  20 

1,404.95-100  do  rock  ex 

1  25 

1,756  19 

41,258.46-100  do  embankment 

18 

7,426  52 

1,728  do  slope  wall 

2  00 

3,456  00 

110  c  yds.  extra  by  change  of  line  2  00 

220  00 

3,600  do  slides  from  bluff  rem’d. 

18 

648  00 

17,528  58 

6 

14,616  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

161 

2,411  69 

4,483  c  yds.  embankment 

20 

896  77 

3,308  46 

7 

5,771.69-100  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

15 

856  75 

300  do  c  clay  do 

40 

120  00 

2,725.94-100  do  embankment 

17 

463  41 

1,440  16 

6,120.21-100  do  earth  excavation 

15 

918  03 

3,860.56-100  do  c  clay  do 

65 

2,509  36 

16.66  c  yds.  detached  rock  (est.) 

75 

12  50 

5,523.30-100  do  embankment 

17 

938  97 

4,378  86 

Total, 

5,819  02 

8 

9  days  mowing  (clearing  sec.) 

1  50 

13  50 

34,346.85-100  c  yds.  earth  excavation 

20 

6,869  37 

425  do  coal  do 

40 

170  00 

12,899.10-100  do  c  clay  do 

50 

6,449  55 

180  c  yds.  detached  rock  do 

1  00 

180  00 

3,740.66-100  embodied  rock  do 

1  00 

3,740  66 

18,436.81-100  c  yds.  embankment 

25 

4,609  20 

22,032  28 

Slone  Culvert  on  section  number  3,  Fox  River  Feeder. 


l,396'41-100c  yds.  earth  excavation  (canal) 

20  cts. 

279  82 

303.40 

do 

rock  do 

1  50 

455  10 

2,093.93-100 

do 

embankment 

25 

523  48 

359 

do 

earth  excavation  in  pit 

20 

71  80 

79 

do 

rock  do  do 

1  50 

118  50 

129.14-100 

do 

masonry  in  abutments 

5  50 

710  27 

130.66-100 

do 

do  arch 

7  50 

1,196  62 

255.01-100 

do 

puddling 

30 

76  50 

Total, 

4,346  71 
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Abstract  of  Fox  river  Feeder . 


Section  No.  1,  dam  and  guard  lock. 

$42,070  96 

do 

do  2, 

- 

- 

13,628  10 

do 

do  3, 

- 

- 

3,357  16 

do 

do  4, 

- 

- 

10,254  51 

do 

do  5, 

- 

- 

17,528  58 

do 

do  6, 

- 

- 

3,308  46 

do 

do  7, 

- 

- 

5,819  02 

do 

do  8, 

- 

- 

22,032  28 

Culvert  on  do 

do  3; 

- 

- 

4,346  71 

Total, 

- 

- 

$122,345  78 

Estimate  of  work  performed  on  Locks . 


No.  of 
Lock. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Amount  of 
Locks. 

1 

983.10  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  331  cts. 

$326  88 

3,813.97  “  rock  do 

95 

3,623  28 

2,146  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

14|: 

305  80 

9,4451  44  B.  M.  2  inch  plank, 

$47  50 

448  66 

138,27  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry 

(est.) 

9  45* 

1.307  00 

1,678.16  “  cut  stone  do 

9  45* 

15,862  81 

401.57  (i  Hammer  dressed 

wall,  (est.) 

4  00 

1,606  28 

581.14  “  slope  wall, 

1  30 

755  48 

7,800.05  “  embankment, 

33*; 

2,593  53 

517.56  «  puddle, 

76 

393  35 

192.50  “  do  above  head  of 

lock, 

33* 

64  01 

$27,287  08 

2 

452.73  cubic  yards  earth  excavation, 

at  334 

150  53 

' 

3,024.49  “  rock  do 

95 

2,873  27 

2,146  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

14* 

305  80 

9, 4451  “  B.  M.  2  inch  plank, 

47  50 

448  66 

206.30  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry 

(est.) 

5  00 

1,031  50 

1,549.03  “  Masonry  in  walls 

(cut  stone) 

9  451 

14,642  21 

418.33  “  hammer  dressed  wall 

(est.) 

4  00 

1,673  32 

163.59  “  common  slope  wall,  1  30 

212  67 

4,542.10  “  embankment, 

33* 

1,510  25 

656.94  “Puddle, 

76 

499  27 

23,347  48 

3 

458  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

33  cts. 

151  14 

2,973  “  rock  do 

95 

2,824  35 

45  (C  cut  stone, 

$10  00 

450  00 

11,000  bushels  sand, 

6 

660  00 

2,300  feet  timber, 

10 

230  00 

5,337  “  B.  M.  2  inch  plank, 

60  00 

320  22 

90  cubic  yards  backing, 

3  50 

315  00 

4,950  7i 

(SS) 
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Statement  A — Continued , 


No.  of 
Lock. 


6 


Description  of  work. 


1,077  cubic 

yards  eaith  excavation,  at 

33  cts. 

$355  41 

1,980 

cc 

rock  do 

95 

1,881  00 

1,005 

a 

masonry, 

$9  30 

9,346  50 

130 

cc 

cut  stone, 

10  00 

1,300  00 

260 

cc 

backing, 

3  50 

'910  00 

167 

cc 

puddling, 

1  00 

167  00 

343 

cc 

embankment, 

33 

113  19 

191 

Cl 

wall  at  foot  of  lock, 

4  00 

764  00 

146 

CC 

rough  stone  for  cutting  4  50 

659  00 

4,000  bushels  sand. 

6 

240  00 

2.146.31  feet  timber, 


2,617.75 

2,234  u  “  lining  do 
109.78  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry, 


cc 

cc 


i4a 


2  inch  flooring,  (B.  M.)  47  50 
.  '  47  50 


5  00 


38  cubic  yards  earth  excayation,  at 
88  “  rock  do  $1 

feet  (lineal)  timber, 

.  30 


465. 

4,161, 

2,656 

13,132  u  B.  M.  plank  flooring, 

258.63  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry  in 


25  cts. 
00 
12 
00 


5  00 


3,073.08 

cc 

qiasonry  in  lock, 

9  00 

300.67 

cc 

hammer  dressed 

wall,  (est.) 

3  50 

3,232.60 

cc 

embankment, 

50 

235.01 

cc 

puddling, 

2  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  (est.) 


7  c.  yards  cut  stone  at  quarry,  at  $6  00 
67.38  u  cut  stone  delivered,  8  63 

200  ec  stone  for  cutting  at 

quarry, 

483  (C  backing  delivered, 

1,423  feet  (lineal)  timber  do 
5,855  u  B.  M.  3  inch  plank, 

1,147  “  “  2  do 


2  00 
3  50 
12 
65  00 
40  00 


3,078  cubic  yards 
4,698  feet  (lineal) 
16,986  “  B.  M.  3 
1,488  “  “  2 

744  “  “  1 

4,194  “  >  “  2 
115  cubic  yards 
1,426 
5,165 
633 

170  cubic  yards 
50  “ 

60  « 

107  “ 


cc 

cc 

cc 


earth  excavation,  30 

timber,  20 

inch  plank,  $50  00 

do  do  )  ,  ,  -r,  50  00 

do  dol  sheet  pili’g50  00 

do  do  lining,  50  00 
puddle  in  foundation,  60 
masonry,  10  50 

embankment,  45 

do  puddled,  40 
cut  stone  delivered  10  00 
stone  for  cutting  do  8  00 

do  3  50 
do  at  quarry,  2  00 


backing, 


Materials  furnished  by  1st  contract,  $853  12 
do  from  Du  Page  acqueduct,  5,390  70 


Total, 


Amount  of 
items. 


305  85 
248  68 
212  22 
548  90 


116  34 
4,161  88 
318  72 
393  96 

1,293  15 
27,657  72 

1,052  27 
1,616  30 
470  02 
15  00 


42  00 
581  49 

400  00 
1,690  50 
170  76 
380  57 
45  88 


923  40 
939  60 
849  30 
74  40 
37  20 

209  70 
69  00 

14,973  00 
2,324  25 
253  20 
1,700  00 
400  00 

210  00 
214  00 

$23,177  05 

6,243  82 


Amount  of 
Locks. 


$17,049  75 


37,095  36 


3,311  20 


16,933  23 
$20,244  43 


d 


Statement  A — Continued . 


No  of 
Locks. 


8 


9 


10 


Description  of  work. 


5^100  feet  three  inch  plank, 


$65  00 


1,055  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  above  water,  30  cts. 


600  do  do  below 

4,698  feet  (lineal)  timber, 


do 


16,986  “ 

B.  M.  3 

inch  plank, 

1,302  “ 

“  2 

do 

do 

651  “ 

“  1 

do 

do 

213 

cc 

5.71 

cc 

115 

cc 

17 

cc 

122 

cc 

150 

cc 

123 

cc 

60 
'20 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
60  cts. 
10  00 
7  00 


115  cubic  yards  of  puddle, 

cut  stone  delivered, 
do  at  quarry, 
stone  for  cutting  deliv¬ 
ered,  8  00 

stone  for  cutting  at 

lock  6,  8  00 

stone  for  cutting  at 

quarry,  5  00 

backing  delivered,  3  50 

do  at  quarry,  2  00 

2,500  bushels  sand  delivered,  12 

58  cubic  yards  emb.  at  foot  of  lock,  20 
Piling  up  plank, 


Deduct  materials  furnished  from  orig¬ 
inal  contract,  lock  7,  $331  50 

Deduct  materials  furnished  on  ac¬ 
count  of  lock  6, 

Deduct  materials  on  account  of  Du 
Page  acqueduct,  1,937  75 


1,002  03 


Total, 


359  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
Grubbing  and  clearing. 


1,352  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
253  <e  cemented  clay  ex. 

63  cc  rock  do 

106.50  u  cut  stone  delivered, 

220  c<  backing, 

2,844  feet  (lineal)  timber, 


20  cts 


25  cts. 
50 


1  25 
8  00 
3  00 
10 


879 

355 

1,162 

187 

235 

98 

1,904 

15, 

11, 

185 

2.109 

580 


cubic  yards  earth  ex.  (pit)  at 


cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


37* 

cemented  gravel  ex.,  50 
rock  excavation,  $1  25 
earth  do  (canal)  37^ 
rock  do  do  1  25 
masonry  in  foundation,  5  00 
feet  (lineal)  timber,  16 

50  cubic  yards  puddling,  70 

14  (C  cut  stone  delivered,  8  00 
u  backing,  3  00 

feet  B.  M.  2  inch  plank,  25  00 

bushels  sand,  5 


Amount 

of 

items. 

$331 

50 

316 

50 

360 

00 

939 

60 

849 

30 

65 

10 

32 

55 

69 

00 

2,130 

00 

39 

97 

920 

00 

1S6 

00 

610 

00  , 

525 

00 

246 

00 

300 

00 

11 

60 

5 

00 

$7,555 

62 

3,271 

28 

71 

80 

40 

00 

338 

00 

126 

50 

78 

75 

852 

00 

660 

00 

284 

40 

329  62 
177  50 
1,452  50 
70  12 
293  75 
490  00 
304  64 
10  85 
89  12 
555  00 
52  72 
29  00 


Amount  of 
Locks. 


$331  50 


4,284  34 

- s. 

4,615  84 

111  80 


2,339  65 


3,854  82 


,90) 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Locks. 


11 


12 


13 


Description  of  work. 


140  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  in  pit,  at 
3,819  “  rock  do  (est.)  $1 

2,560  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

21  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry,  12 
15,486  feet  (B.  M.)  plank,  23 

1,694  cubic  yards  cut  stone  masonry,  12 


75 

cc 

gravel  or  broken  stone 
under  paving, 

2 

210 

cc 

paving, 

1 

170 

CC 

stone  lor  slope  wall, 

1,000 

(6 

embankment, 

685 

U 

earth  ex.  below  lock, 

400 

CC 

rock  do  in  drain  above 
lock,  1 

318 

cc 

puddling, 

1 

17 

cc  ■ 

cut  stone  (coping) 

11 

20  cts. 
25 

21 
00 
00 
00 

00 

00 

50 

25 

20 

00 

00 

00 


2,070.49  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  in  pit,  25  cts. 
4,663  feet  (lineal)  timber,  22 

24,427  ec  B.  M.  3,  2  &  1  inch  plank,  25  00 
1,587.39  cubic  yards  masonry,  13  00 


7,380.15 

cc 

embankment, 

28 

735 

cc 

do  puddled, 

50 

280 

cc 

ex.  at  foot  of  lock 

for  paving  (est.) 

35 

286 

Cc 

paving  at  foot  of 

lock,  2 

75 

350 

cc 

slope  wall,  2 

75 

102 

cc 

earth  ex.  in  muck 

ditch  (est.)  25 
Taking  up  and  relaying  breast  wall  of  the 
lock  in  consequence  of  settling, 
Grubbing  and  clearing  (est.) 


Amount 

of  ' 

items. 

$28 

00 

4,773 

75 

537 

60 

252 

00 

356 

18 

oo 

04 

CO 

»\ 

o 

00 

150 

00 

210 

00 

85 

00 

250 

00 

137 

00 

400 

00 

318 

00 

187 

00 

517 

62 

1,025 

86 

610 

67 

20,636 

07 

2,066 

44 

367 

50 

98 

00 

786 

50 

962 

50 

25 

50 

53 

00 

75 

00 

Amount  of 
Locks. 


$28,012  53 


27,224  66 


306.70  “ 


458.66  « 


1,744.08  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in 

foundation, 
earth  excavation  un¬ 
der  foundation  to 
receive  lining,  (est.) 
puddling  in  foun’tion,  1  80 
4,356  feet  timber  in  foundation,  18 

18,182  i(  B.  M.  plank,  22 

201  cubic  yards  masonry,  9 

74.50  u  cut  stone,  10 

500  backing,  3 

94  (i  puddling  aro’d  walls,  1 


20  cts. 


25 


00 

00 

00 

75 

80 


Deduct  for  4.50  cubic  yards  cut  stone 


from  P.  acqueduct, 

7  50 

33  75 

930  cubic  yards  masonry, 

9  371 

8,718  50 

12.78  u  cut  stone  (coping) 

8  00 

102  24 

800  “  embankment, 

28 

224  00 

533  (e  puddling, 

75 

399  75 

348  81 


76  67 
825  59 
784  08 
400  00 
2,259  00 
745  00 
1,875  00 
169  20 


7,449  60 


75 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Locks. 


13 


14 


15 


Description  of  work. 


100  cubic  yards  rough  stone  for  wall,  $1  50  cts. 
14  ((  paving  (only  half  al¬ 
lowed)  2  50 


Deduct  74.50  cubic  yards  cut 
stone  from  1st  contract,  $9  00  $670  50 
Deduct  500  c.  yards  back¬ 
ing,  3  75  1,875  00 

Deduct  stone  from  Pecumsa- 
gan  acqueduct,  150  00 


Total, 


1,169, 

535 


216.92 

535.40 


4,619 

19,717 

1,792, 

69, 

40 

8,600 

1,050 

2,500 


07  cubic  yards  lock  pit  ex.,  at  25  cts. 
(i  do  do 

below  ordinary 
foundation,  (est.)  75 

depositing  and  pud¬ 
dling,  90 

concrete  masonry  in 
foundation,  (est.)  $4  00 

feet  timber,  22 

“  B.  M.  3, 1|  &1  inch  plank,  25  00 

74  cubic  yards  Masonry,  11  49 


(( 


a 


69 


u 

(C 


12  00 


cut  stone, 
backing, 
embankment, 
puddle, 

earth  ex.  below  lock,  20 
Road  across  canal,  (est.) 


u 

a 

or 


50 

35 

85 


Deduct  for  8,988  feet  B.  M.  plank  from 
lock  15  and  V.  acqueduct,  25  00 


Total, 

8,926.19  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  in  pit,  at  30  cts. 
2,525.39  e(  do  do  increased 

by  length  of  pit,  30 


912.28  do  do  below  original 

depth,  (est.)  1  00 

326  bearing  piles  16  feet  long,  ) 

equal  to  > 

5,216  lineal  feet,  (est.)  )  40 

1,275  do  do  cap  timber,  (est.)  30 

865  lbs.  wrought  iron  bolts,  do  15 

4,832  lineal  feet  foundation  timber,  22 

17,746  feet  B.  M.  3  inch  plank,  39  00 

1,485  “  do  2  &  1  do  39  00 

279.43  cubic  yards  puddling  in  foun¬ 
dation,  75 

1,173  ie  masonry,  11  90 

289  “  cut  stone,  13  00 

580  u  rough  stone  for 

backing,  5  50 


375  (i  puddling  &embank’t  75 


Amount 

of 

items. 

$150 

00 

35 

00 

9,629 

( 

49 

2,695 

50 

292 

26 

401 

25 

195 

23 

2,141 

60 

1,016 

18 

492 

92 

20,598 

58 

836 

28 

140 

00 

3,010 

00 

892 

50 

500 

00 

50 

00 

2,677 

86 

757 

61 

912 

28 

2,086 

40 

382 

50 

129 

75 

1,063 

04 

692 

09 

57 

92 

209 

56 

13,958 

70 

3,757 

00 

2,900 

00 

281 

25 

Amount  of 
Locks. 


$6,933  99 
14,383  59 


30,566  80 
224  70 
30,342  10 


29,866  13 


(92) 


76 


Statement  A—  Continued. 


No.  of 
Locks. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Guard 

)  1 .536.60  cubic  yards  rock  excavation 

Lock 

in  L.  pit,  at  $1 

00 

$1,536  60 

No.  1. 

)  2,128  feet  timber  in  foundation, 

15  cts. 

319  20 

2,762  « 

B.  M.  3  inch  plank,  75 

00 

207  15 

2,465.45  “ 

do 

2  do  do  50 

00 

123  27 

130.70  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry  in 

foundation,  5 

00 

653  50 

801.74 

cc 

masonry,  9 

50 

7,616  53 

822.26 

cc 

earth  and  detached 

rock  ex.  (est.) 

75 

616  69 

1,124.89 

cc 

rock  ex.  in  prism 

of  canal,  1 

00 

1,124  89 

304.37 

CC 

hammer  dressed 

wall,  (est.)  4 

00 

1,217  48 

'  190.15 

c c 

common  wall, 

70 

133  10 

878.34 

cc 

clay  embankment, 

60 

527  00 

64.66 

cc 

puddling, 

85 

54  96 

1,143.97 

cc 

rubbish  embankment, 

45 

514  79 

Side  cut 

\ 

Lock 

>  459  cubic 

yards  earth  ex.  in  lock  pit,  at  20  cts. 

91  80 

No.  1. 

)  927 

cc 

rock  do  do  $1  00 

927  00 

108 

cc 

earth  do  (muck) 

20 

21  60 

1,760 

cc 

embankment, 

25 

440  00 

167 

CC 

cut  stone  delivered,  13 

00 

2,171  00 

20 

cc 

stone  for  cutting,  8 

00 

160  00 

250 

cc 

rough  stone  for  back- 

ing,  4  00 

1,000  00 

612  feet  timber, 

10 

61  20 

Amount  of 
Lock. 


$14,645  16 


4,872  60 


Abstract  of  work  done  on  Locks. 


Lock  No. 

1 

. 

$27,287  08 

cc 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23,347  48 

cc 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,950  71 

cc 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17,049  75 

cc 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

37,095  36 

cc 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20,244  43 

cc 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,615  84 

cc 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

111  80 

cc 

9 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

2,339  65 

cc 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,854  82 

cc 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28,012  53 

cc 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27,224  66 

cc 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14,383  59 

cc 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30,342  10 

cc 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29,866  13 

Guard  lock  No.  1 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14,645  16 

Side  cut 

“  1  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,872  60 

Total, 

- 

- 

$290,243  86 

On  middle  division,  - 

149,347  61 

On  western  do  - 

■* 

“ 

— 

— 

140,896  08 

77 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


Estimate  of  work  performed  on  Acqueducls. 


Aq’ucts. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Totals. 

Aux  Sa- 

r  1,209  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

$241  80 

Die  zique- 
duct. 

f  Grubbing  and  clearing, 

50  00 

9 

$291  80 

Fox  river 

)  7,439  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  above  water,  at  22  cts. 

1,636  58 

Acque- 

>  320  do  do  below  do  $1  00 

320  00 

duct. 

)  255  cc  rock  do  above  do 

1  45 

369  75 

246  ci  do  do  below  do 

2  00 

492  00 

36  (t  rubble  masonry  in  foun 

dation, 

12  50 

450  00 

60  te  puddling, 

1  00 

60  00 

2,144  feet  (lineal)  of  timber, 

20 

428  80 

6,763  “  B.  M.  plank, 

28  00 

189  36 

128  cubic  yards. of  cut  stone  (est.) 

11  00 

1,408  00 

5,705  “  masonry, 

12  50  - 

71,312  50 

600  ee  do  in  extra  pier 

caused  by  change  of 

plan  (est.) 

13  50 

8,100  00 

288  (l  rough  stone  (est.) 

6  00 

1,728  00 

50  (C  do  at  head  of  piers 

(est.) 

9  00 

450  00 

7,390  (i  emnankment, 

28 

2,069  20 

« 

One  coffer  dam,  puddling,  &c.,  for  extra  pier  (est.) 

225  00 

Coping  quarried  and  partially  cut  and  laid,  but 

lost  or  partly  lost  by  substituting  thicker 

coping,  (est.) 

175  00 

89,41 

19 

Little 

)  3,593.65  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 

898  41 

Vermil- 

(  1,380.14  feet  (running  measure)  ham- 

ion  Ac- 

1  mer  dressed  stone, 

50 

690  07 

queduct. 

)  422.67  cubic  yards  quarried  rock  on 

river  bank, 

1  50 

634  00 

3,261  lineal  feet  foundation  timber, 

8 

260  88 

17,726  feet  (B.  M.)  plank, 

25  00 

443  15 

« 

3,505.54  cubic  yards  embankment, 

30 

1,051  66 

3,978 

17 

Grubbing, 

30  00 

2,707  cubic  yards  earth  excavation, 

25 

676  75 

300  (i  stone  for  slone  wall  de- 

liveied, 

70 

210  00 

380  cc  rough  stone  delivered 

2  25 

855  00 

114  11  do  do  do 

3  00 

342  00 

690  feet  faced  stone  delivered. 

25 

172  50 

Foundation  of  west  abutment, 

646  05 

4,482  cubic  yards  embankment, 

30 

1,344  60 

Removing  house  from  berm  bank, 

10  00 

4,286  90 

Total  upon  original  plan  of  aequeduct, 

8,265 

07 

1,433  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in 

foundation,  at 

20  cts. 

286  60 

91.86  “  puddling, 

1  00 

91  86 

473  u  masonry, 

10  00 

4,730  00 

138  cc  cut  stone  delivered, 

10  00. 

1,380  00 

7  Ce  do  at  quarry, 

6  00 

42  00 

20  “  stone  for  cutting  deliv- 

ered, 

5  00 

100  00 

Statement  A — Continued, 


AqJucts. 


Pecum- 
sagan  A- 
queduct. 


Description  of  work. 


12  cubic  yards  backing  delivered,  3  00 
37  £c  stone  for  cutting  at 


quarry,  3  00 

209  c<  embankment,  at  20  cts. 

1,355  feet  (lineal)  of  timber,  23 

3,506  “  B.  M.  2  inch  plank,  30  00 

1,700  bushels  of  sand,  6 


Deduct  materials  furnished  by  1st.  contractor. 
Total  amount  done  on  present  plan, 


Total, 


240  cubic  yards  quarried  rock,  at  $1  00 
2,435  lineal  feet|of  timber,  8  cts. 

293.96  cubic  yards  earth  excavation 

above  water  for 
west  abutment, 


99.49 

(C 

earth  ex.  below  wa¬ 
ter,  1 

74 

(C 

masonry  in  west  a- 
butment,  10 

13 

C( 

earth  excavation 
below  water,  1 

119.16 

cc 

ex.  for  wall  above 
aqueduct, 

30 

(C 

ex.  for  wall  below 
aqueduct,  1 

54.43 

(( 

wall  between  aque¬ 
duct  and  dam,  2 

49.80 

(C 

cut  stone  delivered,  7 

31.70 

a 

hammer  dressed  stone 
delivered,  5 

237 

c< 

backing  delivered,  3 

545  feet  (lineal)  timber  in  foundation 

of  abutment, 

40 

1  00 

0  00 

1  00 

40 

1  00 

2  00 
7  50 

k 

5  50 


12 
30  00 


2,000  (C  B.  M.  plank  in  do 
Alteration  of  foundation, 

(Eng.  est.) 

245  feet  (lineal)  timber  in  foundation 

of  pier,  12 

987  feet  B.  M.  of  plank  for  pier,  $30  00 


Deduct  790  feet  timber  furnished  by  1st  con¬ 
tractor, 

Total* 


Amount 

of 

items. 

$36 

00 

111 

00 

41 

80 

311 

65 

105 

18 

102 

00 

7,338 

09 

332 

40 

7,005 

69 

240 

00 

194 

80 

117 

58 

99 

49 

740 

00 

13 

00 

47 

66 

30 

00 

108 

86 

373 

50 

174 

35 

711 

00 

65 

40 

60 

00 

15 

00 

29 

40 

29 

61 

2,614 

85 

63 

20 

Totals. 


7,005  69 


15,270  76 


434  80 


2,551  65 


2,986  45 


I 


79 


(95) 


Statement  A — Continued . 


Aq’ucts. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Totals. 

Du  Page 
Aq’duct. 

}  300  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  30  cts. 

\  384.03  " (t  cut  stone,  $11  00 

363  (i  stone  for  cutting  de¬ 
livered,  4  00 

763  11  backing  delivered,  3  50 

3,180  feet  (lineal)  timber,  at  12  cts. 

6,343  u  B.  M.  2  inch  plank,  50  00 

8,800  bushels  of  sand  delivered,  12 

$90  00 
4,224  23 

1,452  00 
2,670  50 
381  60 
317  15 
1,056  00 

$10,191  58 

Abstract  of  work  performed  on  Aqueducts. 


Aux  Sable. 

Total  amount  of  work  performed, 

. 

. 

$291  80 

Du  Page. 

Total  amount  of  work  performed,  - 

- 

- 

10,191  58 

Total  on  Middle  division, 

- 

- 

10,483  38 

Fox  River. 

Total  amount  of  work  performed, 

89,414  19 

L.  Vermilion. 

Total  amount  of  work  performed, 

- 

- 

15,270  76 

Pecumsagan. 

Total  amount  of  work  performed, 

- 

- 

2,986  45 

Total  on  Western  division, 

107,671  40 

Total  on  Middle  division, 

- 

- 

10,483  38 

Total  upon  aqueducts,  - 

- 

- 

$118,154  78 

Estimate  of  work  performed  on  Dams . 


Dams. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

No.  1. 

232  cubic  yards  cut  stone,  at  $8  00 

$1,856  00 

64  e<  rough  stone  for  cutting  4  00 

256  00 

100  u  backing,  3  00 

300  00 

No.  2. 

197.04  cubic  yards  rock  excavation, 

(est.)  at  $1  50  cts. 

295  56 

536.82  (i  gravel  &  detached 

rock  under  water  (est.)  1  50 

805  23 

90.44  (i  gravel  &  detached 

rock  under  water  (est. )  1  00 

90  44 

1,232.75  i(  masonry,  9  50 

11,711  13 

186.50  (<  puddle,  (est.)  1  00 

186  50 

598.84  u  gravel  above  dam,  50 

299  42 

17.46  (<  flagging,  9  50 

165  87 

One  chain  above  dam  on  east  side  of  river. 

68.59  cubic  yards  excavation  of  loose 

rock,  (est.)  at  50  cts. 

34  34 

193.67  <(  slope  wall,  (est.)  1  30 

251  77 

213.89  “  clay  embankment 

(est)  75 

160  41 

Totals. 


$2,412  00 


80 


(96) 

Statement  A — Continued . 


Dams. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Totals. 

No.  2. 

i 

220.34  cubic  yards  rubbish  emb.  (est.)  50  cts. 
138  (S  embankm’t  at  bridge 

abutment,  30 

26.60  ei  muck  excava.  (est.)  25 

30  u  clay  embankment  be¬ 

tween  bridge  abut¬ 
ments  and  canal 
bank,  (est.)  60 

210  feet  (lineal)  timber  placed  in  up¬ 
per  recess  of  guard 
lock  to  form  a  dam, 

(est.)  25 

Expense  of  maintaining  road  destroyed  by  dam, 
Expense  of  opening  and  bridging  ditch  on 
section  No.  80, 

$110  17 

41  40 

6  65 

18  00 

52  50 
25  00 

24  45 

$14,278  84 

Total  (Middle  division  ) 

- 

16,690  84 

Account  of  work  done  upon  Stone 

Culverts . 

♦ 

No.  of 
Section. 


126 


145 


148 


Description  of  work. 


746  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
350  “  do  iri  ditch, 

156.04  u  masonry, 

160  puddling, 

1,377  lineal  feet  timber  in  foundation, 
4,196  feet  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank, 

216  (<  do  1  inch  do 


Grubbing  and  clearing, 
7,430  feet  of  timber  for  foundation,  at 


305.56  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
156.04  u  masonry  in  culvert, 

7.06  Ci  paving  in  well,  (est.) 

4.07  u  dry  masonry,  (est.) 

312.59  “  puddling, 

1,191  lineal  feet  timber, 

3,911  feet  (B.  M.)  plank, 


Total, 


30  cts. 
30 

$10  00 
25 
20 
30  00 
30  00 


Total, 


12  cts. 


Total, 


25  cts. 
$7  00 

1  25 

2  50 

50 

10 

20  00 


Amount. 


608.81  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in  pit,  at  25  cts. 

21.41  i(  wall  at  head  of  culvert,  25 

107.22  “  excavation  in  ditch  below  culvert,  25 

156,04  es  masonry  in  culvert,  $7  00 


$223  80 
1C5  00 
1,560  40 
40  00 
275  40 
125  88 
6  48 


2,336  96 


50  00 
891  60 


941  60 


76  3 
1,092  2 


10  1 
156  2 
119  1 
78  2: 

1,54 1  27 


152  20 
5  35 
26  80 
1,092  28 


si  '  (97) 

Statement  A — Continued . 


No.  of 
Section. 


148 


149 


Description  of  work. 


Amount. 


7.06  cubic  yards  paving  in  bottom  of  well, 
8.09  (C  dry  masonry  in  do 

388.68  cc  puddling, 

1,191  lineal  feet  of  timber, 

3,506  feet  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank  flooring, 

Total, 


1,742  lineal  feet  of  timber  delivered,  at 


1  25 

2  50 
50 
10 

20  00 


10  cts. 


$8  82 
20  22 
194  34 
119  10 
8  10 


$1,697  33 


$1 74  20 


354 


356 


158 


823.13  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in  pit,  at  30  cts. 


101.40 

u  rock  do  do 

1  00 

35.55 

“  puddling, 

40 

74.50 

(C  cut  stone  delivered, 

6  00 

3,328 

lineal  feet  timber  in  foundation. 

15 

4,824 

feet  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank, 

25  00 

$246  94 
101  40 
14  22 
447  00 
199  20 
120  60 


Total, 

$3,129  36 

1,559  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in  pit,  at 

50  cts. 

$779  50 

865 

u  rock  do  do 

$1  50 

1.297  50 

4.527 

a  earth  excavation  in  culvert  ditch, 

30 

1,358  10 

2,353 

<c  rock  do  do 

1  25 

2,941  25 

275 

(<  arch  stone  delivered, 

14  00 

3,850  00 

50 

(i  do  at  quarry, 

13  00 

650  00 

169 

u  wing  stone  delivered, 

8  00 

1.352  00 

23 

<c  buttress  stone, 

6  00 

138  00 

20 

u  stone  for  breast  wall, 

3  50 

70  00 

236 

u  ex.  of  muck  under  embankment, 

20 

47  20 

2,000 

11  embankment, 

25 

500  00 

50 

(C  puddle  in  foundation, 

80 

40  00 

340  feet  stone  delivered  by  1st  contractor, 

1  00 

340  00 

5,500 

<e  foundation  timber, 

15 

825  00 

13,914 

i{  (B.  M.)  plank, 

35  00 

486  99 

Total, 

$14,675  54 

800 

cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

50  cts. 

$400  00 

16 

“  detached  rock  excavation, 

75 

32  00 

•  245 

u  embodied  do  do 

$1  50 

367  00 

82 

cut  stone  delivered, 

4  50 

369  00 

30 

u  rough, 

2  00 

60  00 

2,543 

lineal  feet  foundation  timber, 

8 

203  44 

9,500 

feet  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank, 

20  00 

190  00 

Done  by  first  contractor. 

1,601  94 

220.83  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

50  cts. 

110  41 

251 

((  do  deposited  by  floods, 

50 

125  50 

179.68  “  rock  excavation, 

1  50 

269  52 

59 

u  do  for  timbers, 

2  00 

118  00 

2,150  lineal  feet  timber, 

15 

322  50 

14 

cubic  yards  concrete  masonry  in  foundation, 

4  00 

56  00 

13,914  feet  (B.  M.)  plank, 

35  00 

486  99 

7 


(98) 


82 


Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount. 

158 

22.87  cubic  yards  masonry  in  buttress. 

$9  00 

$205  83 

159.57 

“  do  in  wings, 

7  00 

1,116  99 

326.94 

te  do  in  arches, 

15  00 

4,904  10 

16.07 

u  do  in  breast  wall  at  head, 

5  50 

88  38 

24.63 

cc  ex.  of  slate  rock  for  breast  wall 

,  1  50 

36  94 

9.41 

((  puddling  above,  do 

50 

4  70 

86.07 

iC  earth  ex.  in  creek  above  culv’t 

25 

21  52 

32.44 

“  rock  do  do  do 

1  00 

32  44 

780.95 

“  puddling  around  arch  and  wings,  50 

390  47 

7,636.02 

“  embankment, 

25 

1,909  00 

467.75 

u  earth  ex.  in  prism  of  canal, 

20 

93  55 

943 

“  earth  excavation, 

30 

282  90 

127 

u  rock  do 

1  25 

158  75 

265 

6i  gravel  do 

60 

159  00 

Expense  of  turning  creek  around  culvert,  (est.) 

131  00 

11,024  49 

Deduct  56  cubic  yards  cut  stone  delivered  by 

1  st .  contractor,  at  $4 

$224  00 

Deduct  56 

cubic  yards  rough  stone  delivered 

by  1st.  contractor,  at  2 

112  00 

1.500  lineal  feet  timber,  at  8cts.  120  00 

6,644  feet  board  measure  plank,  at  20 

132  88 

588  88 

Total  done  by  1st.  contractor, 

10,435  61 

Total  done  by  2d  contractor, 

1,601  94 

Total, 

$12,037  55 

162 

182.51 

cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in  pit,  at 

25  cts. 

$45  63 

424.39 

u  rock  do  do 

1  00 

424  39 

72.08 

u  earth  excavation  in  ditch, 

25 

18  02 

19 

(C  rock  do  do 

1  00 

19  00 

22.59 

i(  rubble  masonry  in  foundation, 

4  00 

90  36 

112.49 

“  masonry  in  arch, 

7  00 

787  43. 

47.27 

do  in  wings, 

10  00 

472  70 

371.57 

u  fpuddling, 

75 

278  68 

121 

(s  filling  in  canal  bottom, 

31 

37  51 

1,267.10 

(C  embankment, 

31 

392  80 

2.67 

u  dry  wall  at  head  of  culvert, 

1  00 

2  67 

1,458 

feet  (lineal)  timber, 

20 

291  60 

3,672 

“  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank, 

25  00 

91  80 

$2,952  59 

Abstract  of  work  done  upon  Clone  Culverts. 


Culvert 

on  Section, 

No.  108 

$2,336  96 

Brought  up, 

$22,496  26 

do 

do 

126 

941  60 

Culvert  on  Section  No.  158 

12,037  55 

do 

do 

145 

1,541  27 

do  do  162 

2,952  59 

do 

do 

148 

1,697  33 

do 

do 

149 

174  20 

37,486  40 

do 

do 

154 

1,129  36 

do 

do 

156 

14,675  54 

Total  on  Middle  Division, 

3,278  56 

do  Western  do 

34,207  84 

$22,496  26 

83 


(90) 


Statement  A — Continued, 


No.  of 
Section. 


119 


121 


134 


136 


141 


142 


161 


170 


Account  of  work  performed  on  Wood  Culverts . 


Description  of  work. 


467.70  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 
1,941  lineal  leet  timber,  18 

1,778  feet  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank,  $25  00 
718  «  do  1  do  25  00 

209.56  cubic  yards  puddling,  50 


2,160  lineal  feet  of  timber,  at  13  cts. 

3,913  feet  (B.  M.)  plank,  $20  00 


382.41  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 
2,490  lineal  feet  timber,  J7 

3,691  feet  (B.  M.)  1  &  2  in.  plank,  19  00 


175  cubic  yards  puddling, 


48 


429  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  20  cts. 
4,453  lineal  feet  timber,  15 

2,900  feet  (B.  M.)  2  and  1  inch  plank,  20  00 


802.60  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  26  cts. 
4,543  lineal  feet  timber,  18 

6,716  feet  (B.  M.)  Plank,  16  50 

387  cubic  yards  puddling,  50 


366.31  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 
5.10  u  rock  do  (est.)  75 
3,691  feet  (B.  M.)  2  &  1  inch  plank,  25  00 
2,490  lineal  feet  timber,  16 

264  cubic  yards  puddling,  1  00 


123.73  cubic  yards  cemented  clay  ex¬ 
cavation,  (est.) 
u  rock  excavation,  1 
lineal  feet  timber,  357  feet  at 
18  cents,  610  feet  at  25  cents, 
and  705  feet,  15 

,904  feet  (B.  M.)  2  inch  plank,  22 

786  “  do  1  do 

137.18  cubic  yards  embankment, 

13  “  wall  at  head  of  cul¬ 
vert,  1 

114.50  c(  Puddling, 


103.99 

1,672 


1 


148.57  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 
240.63  rock  do  1 

1,722  lineal  feet  timber,  455  feet  at  15 


cents,  and  1,267  feet  at 
2,690  feet  (B.  M.)  2  &  1  inch  plank, 
114.50  cubic  yards  puddling, 

777.49  <(  embankment. 


25 


50  cts. 
25 


00 

00 

22 

26 

00 

75 


15  cts. 
00 

20 

00 

75 

25 


Amount 

of 

items 

$116 

92 

349 

38 

44 

45 

17 

95 

104 

78 

280 

80 

78 

26 

95 

60 

423 

30 

70 

13 

84 

00 

85 

80 

667 

95 

58 

00 

208 

67 

817 

74 

110 

81 

193 

50 

91 

58 

3 

82 

92 

27 

398 

40 

264 

00 

61 

86 

129 

99 

322 

51 

41 

89 

17 

29 

35 

67 

13 

00 

85 

87 

22 

28 

240 

63 

321 

65 

67 

25 

85 

87 

194 

37 

Totals. 


$633  48 


359  06 


673  03 


811  75 


1,330  72 


850  07 


708  08 


932  05 


(100) 


84 


Statement  A— Continued, 


No.  of 
Section 

Description  of  work. 

I  Amount  of 
items. 

183 

199.29  cubic  yards  earth  ex.  in  pit,  at 

25  cts. 

$49  82 

244.71  “ 

rock  do  $2  00 

489  42 

2,110  feet  (lineal) 

timber, 

25 

527  50 

2,690  (i  (B.  M.)  plank,  35  00 

94  15 

135.25  cubic  yards  puddling  around 

culvert, 

62i 

84  53 

f  73.64  “ 

earth  ex.  in  prism 

of  canal, 

25 

18  41 

772.78  “ 

embankment  on 

*. 

one  chain, 

30 

231  83 

53.33  “ 

embankm’t  puddled, 

25 

13  33 

Expense  of  clearing  culvert  from  deposite  after 

spring  floods  (est.) 

15  00 

« 

Extra  work  in  connection  with  culvert. 

1,902.77  cubic  yards  guard  bank  to  turn 

/ 

brook,  at 

20  cts. 

380  55 

167.81  “ 

mucking  under  bank, 

16 

26  85 

281.58  « 

ex.  for  brook  channel, 

16 

45  05 

331.76  “ 

embankment  do 

25 

82  94 

807.99  “ 

deposite  remov’d  from 

canal, 

35 

282  80 

41.11  « 

slope  wall  to  protect 

bank, 

75 

30  82 

41.48  “ 

stone  deposited  across 

water-way  to  pre- 

vent  wash, 

60 

24  89 

1 

530.13  « 

earth  ex.  in  culvert 

ditch  on  sec.  No. 

183, 

20 

106  03 

503.39  “ 

embankment  to  turn 

brook  on  sec.  No. 

’ 

184, 

20 

100  68  j 

Total, 

i  - 

• 

185 

213.28  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cts. 

53  32 

366.96  “ 

rock  do  $2  00 

733  92 

2,110  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

25 

527  50 

2,690  “  (B.  M.)  plank,  35 

00 

94  15 

215.36  cubic  yards  puddling, 

621 

134  60 

530  “ 

embankment, 

30 

159  00 

115  “ 

ex.  in  culvert  ditch, 

25 

28  75 

87 

731.04  cubic  yards  earth  excavation 

in  pit,  at 

40  cts. 

292  42 

1,901  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

25 

475  25 

2,788  “  (B.  M.)  plank,  $35  00 

97  58 

360.67  cubic  yards  puddling  around 

culvert, 

624 

225  42 

411.71  “ 

embankment, 

30 

123  51 

53.33  “ 

do  puddled, 

25 

13  33 

* 

Totals. 


$1,523  99 


I 


1,080  61 
2,604.60 


1,731  24 


1,227  51 


85 


I 


Statement  A — Continued. 


Abstract  of  work  done  on  Wood  Culverts. 


No.  of 
Sections 

Description  of  Work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Totals. 

119 

Total 

amount  of  work  performed., 

$633  48 

121 

u 

do 

do 

359  06 

134 

C( 

do 

do 

673  03 

136 

a 

do 

do 

'811  75 

$2,477  32 

141 

■(( 

do 

do 

1,330  72 

/ 

142 

C( 

do 

do 

850  07 

161 

-cc 

do 

do 

708  08 

170 

u 

do 

do 

932  05 

183 

u 

do 

do 

2,604  60 

185 

c 

do 

do 

1,731  24 

187 

u 

do 

do 

1,227  51 

9,384  27 

Total, 

- 

11,861  59 

Total  on 

wood  culverts  on 

Middle  division, 

2,477  32 

u 

do  do 

Western  do 

9,384  27 

Total, 

$11,861  59 

Estimate  of  work  ‘performed  on  Waste  Wiers . 


No.  of 
Sections. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  of 
items. 

Totals. 

WW  on 

) 

93  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  in 

Sec.  if 5 

s 

pit,  at 

20  cts. 

$18  60 

26  u  cut  stone, 

$5  50 

143  00 

624  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

14 

87  36 

819  “  plank  (B.M.) 

20 

16  38 

$265  34 

W  W  on 

634  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at 

20  cts. 

126  80 

Sec.  191 

.  94  “  puddling, 

40 

37  60 

88  (i  masonry, 

7  50 

660  00 

' 

1,235  feet  (lineal)  timber, 

20 

247  00 

5,066  (S  (B.  M.)  2  &  1  inch  plank, 

25  00 

126  65 

1,198  05 

Total  on  W.  W.  (on  Western  division,)  , 

$1,463  39 

Estimate  of  Hydraulic  Cement. 

— - — - 

104,450  bushels  on  Middle  division,  at 

50  cts. 

$52,225  00 

63,914  (<  Western  do 

50 

31,957  00 

$84,182  00 

I 
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Statement  A— -Continued, 


Abstract  of  work  performed  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  from 

the  commencement  to  December  1st ,  1843. 


Summit  Division. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Ajnounts. 

No.  of 
Section. 

Amounts. 

Sag  and  Big  run 

ditch, 

$19,227  05 

"f  3 1  -  —  1-  j  * 

30,917  31 

-*•  r  O  ICC  LlOIl^ 

Chicago  I 

South  branch  and 

River  > 

$3,515  75 

33 

$20,965  08 

Summit  ditches, 

23,947  65 

Section.  ; 

34 

1,861  73 

Archer  and  con- 

1 

16,176  42 

35 

7,501  60 

nection  ditch, 

1,130  16 

9 

32,113  22 

36 

13,265  70 

Chansbna:  chan- 

3 

25,181  22 

37 

23,276  75 

nel  of  Big  run 

1,894  71 

4 

28.071  70 

38 

23,130  42 

5 

8,612  00 

39 

22.597  70 

6 

40,290  67 

40 

17,087  03 

7 

14,630  75 

41 

2,141  84 

8 

32,199  27 

Rv  er  Sec. 

67,157  72 

9 

8,896  00 

45 

49,640  34 

SUMMARY. 

10 

8,381  00 

,46 

59,813  39 

11 

21,000  19 

47 

48.948  08 

12 

4,507  50 

48 

77,310  39 

Sections, 

$2,180,290  35 

13 

7,302  50 

49 

58,462  34 

Sag  and  Big 

14 

27,530  59 

*50 

114,145  97 

run  ditch, 

19,227  05 

15 

42,802  89 

51 

109,903  92 

Protection, 

30,917  31 

16  | 

43,251  25 

52 

47,070  10 

South  Branch 

17 

11,637  50 

53 

82.740  59 

and  Summit 

18 

6,039  25 

54 

87,654  45 

ditches, 

23,947  65 

19 

6,968  00 

55 

28,696  86 

Archer  &  con- 

20 

6,519  25 

56 

71,209  85 

nection  ditch, 

1,130  16 

21 

8,278  95 

57 

83,526  10 

Changing  chan- 

22 

16,080  58 

58 

92,614  35 

nel  of  Big  run, 

1,894  71 

23 

17,009  12 

59 

39, *69  43 

24 

5,961  25 

60 

75^364  00 

Total  S.  JPion. 

$2,257,407  23 

25 

15,089  55 

61 

77,839  61 

26 

11,520  02 

62 

36,258  76 

27 

5,349  58 

63 

44,384  03 

28 

3,854  75 

64 

63.518  59 

29 

12,059  20 

65 

33,937  13 

30 

1,862  20 

66 

37,083  90 

31 

2,735  00 

67 

22,489  98 

32 

1,180  00 
/  y 

68 

42,215  50 

• 

Total, 

$2,180,290  35 

1 

) 
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Statem  ent  A —  Con  tin  ucd. 


Middle  Division. 


Wood  culvert  on  Sec.  119 
do  do  121 

do  do  134 

$633  48 
359  06 
673  03 

Dam  No.  1 
do  2 

$2,412  00 
14,278  84 

s. 

do  do  136 

811  75 

Total,  dams, 

$16,690  84 

Total,  wood  culverts, 

$2,477  32 

Aux  Sable  Acqueduct, 

Du  Page  do 

$291  80 
10,191  58 

Stone  culvert  on  Sec.  108 
do  do  126 

$2,336  96 
941  60 

Total,  acque ducts, 

' « 

$10,483  38 

Total,  stone  culverts, 

_  $3,278  56^ 

No.  of 
Section. 


69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 
81 
82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 
100 
101 
102 


No.  of 
Section. 

Amounts. 

103 

$28,234  11 

104 

9,835  28 

105 

33.915  65 

106 

57,651  22  _ 

107 

73,765  96 

108 

36,803  02 

112 

780  41 

113 

1,778  33  ] 

114 

244  97 

115 

1,433  93 

117 

582  92 

118 

2,763  15 

119 

4,082  06 

120 

420  72 

121 

328  11 

122 

802  36 

123 

100  38 

124 

2,713  54 

125 

923  38 

126 

1,243  49 

127 

3,016  36 

128 

1,098  06 

129 

1,469  22 

130 

3,260  20 

131 

1,935  75 

133 

195  04 

135 

5,196  71 

137 

766  99 

138 

767  12 

$894,004  05 

Du  Page  } 

5,194  11 

Feeder.  S 

$899,198  16 

Amounts. 


$30,250  01 
26,883  79 
28,292  34 
22,160  11 
34/216  46 
37,257  79 
53,036  06 
31,587  29 
36,472  09 
34,622  21 

30.566  83 
9,240  59 

11,576  86 
18,968  73 
13,741  90 
9,345  28 
9,324  11 
6,696  77 

14.567  06 
8,608  58 

10,724  2-1 
5,796  75 
3,572  92 
6,354  24 
9,479  24 
1,862  11 
3,317  70 

15.108  54 
18,408  50 
13,594  76 

13.109  64 
8,042  67 
7,123  68 

33,985  76 


STRUCTURES,  &c. 


Dry  Dock, 
Cement, 

Cement  Houses, 

$741  64 
52,225  00 
1,477  00 

Lock  No. 

1 

$27,287  08 

do 

2 

23,347  48 

do 

3 

4,950  71 

do 

4 

17,049  75 

do 

5 

37,095  36 

do 

6 

20,244  43 

do 

7 

4.615  84 

do 

8 

111  80 

Guard  leek  No  1 

14,645  16 

Total  Locks, 

$149,347  61 

RECAPITULATION. 


Sections, 

Locks, 

Wood  culverts, 
Stone  do 
Dams, 
Aqueducts, 
Cement, 

Cement  Houses, 
Dry  Dock, 

Total, 


$899,198  16 
149,347  61 

2.477  32 
3,278  56 

16,690  84 
10.483  38 
52,225  00 

1.477  00 
741  64 


$1,135,919  51 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


Western  Division. 


No.  of 
Section. 


141 

143 

144 

145 

146 

148 

149 

152 

153 
155 
256 

157 

158 

159 

160 
161 
162 
163 

*164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 
f  174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 
281 
182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 
.192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

196  &  197 
Pe?sagan  ) 
channel,  5 


Amounts. 


$144  98 
23  94 
22  05 
3,475  38 
7,660  03 
1,928  45 
5,978  20 
1,179  36 
1,626  48 
11,727  24 
13,875  28 
4,207  34 

6.974  37 
10,978  91 

II, 769  06 
10,016  74 

7,702  29 
14,504  13 
20,550  62 
16,307  62 
15,750  40 
23,699  84 
10,373  91 
12,345  53 
8,567  02 
6,908  69 
9,095  89 

8.974  88 
11,992  91 

7.321  74 
4,331  70 
5,804  79 
3,025  70 
8,070  83 
9,217  35 
8,091  92 
9,919  64 
9,952  86 
17,866  89 
10.126  79 
39,496  60 
36,706  49 
17,330  59 
11,264  12 
21.858  75 
42,041  26 
20,128  18 
26,489  82 
16,189  80 
75.069  99 

III, 828  00 
35,396  82 
22,422  50 

16,241  38 


$844,556  45 


Sections,  Structures,  & c. 

Amount. 

FOX  RIVER  FEEDER. 

i 

Section  No.  1 

$42,070  96 

do  2 

13,628  10 

do  3 

3.357  16 

do  -  -  -  4 

10,254  51 

do  5 

17,528  58 

•  do  6 

3,308  46 

do  7 

5,819  02 

do  8 

22,032  28 

Stone  culvert  on  Section,  -  3 

4,346  71 

Total, 

$122,345  78 

LATERAL  CANAL. 

Amount. 

Section  No.  1 

$20,594  03 

do  2 

4,845  93 

Total, 

$25,439  96 

Slides  on  Sections  No.  191,  192,  193, 

and  194,  - 

7,147  01 

Protection  wall  on  Sec.  194  and  195, 

10,216  96 

ABSTRACT. 

Amount. 

Total  amount  of  Sections, 

$844,556  45 

do  Fox  River  Feeder, 

122,345  78 

do  Lateral  canal, 

25,439  96 

do  Locks,  n 

140,896  08 

do  Aqueducts,  -  -  - 

107,671  40 

do  Stone  culverts,  - 

34,207  84 

do  Wood  do  - 

9,384  27 

do  Waste  weirs,  - 

1,463  39 

do  Cement,  - 

31,957  00 

do  do  houses,  - 

1,608  30 

do  Protection  walls, 

10,216  96 

do  Lock  gate  timber, 

403  20 

do  Repairs  of  Fox  river  dam,  G.  Lock,  &c. 

6,626  43 

do  Slides  on  Sec.  No.  191,192,  193  &  194 

7,147  01 

$1,343,924  07 

*An  additional  amount  of  $66  86  was  allowed  Roberts  &  Co. 

after  final  estimate  upon  Section  164. 

fAn  error  was  made  in  the  estimate  of  work  done  by  Wm. 

Mostin  on  Section  No.  174,  of  $250  in  his  favor. 
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Statement  A — Continued, 


Abstract  of  work  performed  upon  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  from  the 
commencement  of  operations  to  the  1st  of  December  1843. 


No  of 
section. 

Contractor’s  names. 

S 

Amount  done 
by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

Chicago 

K 

dolls,  cts. 

River 

1  c 

section. 

) 

$3,515  75 

1 

Beaubien  Boyer  &  Walker 

7,472  47 

M  Beaubien 

8,703  95 

16,176  42 

2 

Mallory  &  Hurlburt 

32,113  22 

3 

Osboine  &  Stewart 

25,181  22 

4 

do  do 

28,071  70 

5 

Ogden  8c  Dole 

8,612  00 

6 

James  Spence 

8,114  97 

Ogden  &  Dole 

32,175  70 

40,290  67 

7 

Harmon,  Loomis  &  Raymond 

14,630  75 

8 

Clybourne  &  Mallory 

3,274  02 

Harmon,  Loomis  Sc  Raymond 

28,925  25 

32,199  27 

9 

Harmon,  Loomis  &  Raymond 

8,896  00 

10 

Clybourne  8c  Mallory 

2,322  00 

Temple,  Carver  &  Co. 

4,045  58 

Temple  8c  Carver 

2,013  42 

- 

8,381  00 

11 

Clybourne  &  Mallory 

1,676  25 

•9 

Temple,  Carver  8c  Co. 

1,299  25 

Temple  &  Carver 

18,024  69 

21,000  19 

12 

Temple  &  Carver  8c  Temple  8c  Co. 

4,507  50 

13 

Greenwood  8c  Bishop  &  Jas  E  Bishop 

7,302  50 

14 

do  do  do 

27,530  59 

15 

do  do  do 

42,802  89 

16 

Greenwood,  Osborne  8c  Strail 

/ 

43,251  25 

17 

do  do  do 

11,637  50 

18 

Boon  8c  Hubbard 

6,039  25 

19 

Boon  &  Hubbard 

6,968  00 

20 

do  do 

6,519  25 

21 

Washburn  8c  Nearing 

2,163  00 

Geo  A  Clark 

1,735  00 

B  Wilder  8c  Co 

4,380  95 

8,278  95 

22 

do 

16,080  58 

23 

Taylor,  Breese  &  Co. 

11,878  35 

Jas  E  Bishop 

5,130  77 

17,009  12 

24 

Taylor.  Breese  8c  Co. 

5,961  25 

25 

Boyd,  Zell  &  Co. 

12,644  55 

Armour,  Lamb  8c  Co. 

2,445  00 

.  15,089  55 

26 

Boyd,  Zell  &  Co. 

10,476  94 

Armour,  Lamb  8c  Co. 

1,043  08 

11,520  02 

27 

Edward  Cody 

5,349  58 

28 

do 

3,854  75 

29 

Thos  Armstrong 

12,059  20 

30 

Harney  &  Flockhart 

1,862  20 

31 

Enoch  Minor 

2,735  00 

32 

Jas  Hagan 

1,180  00 
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No  of 
Section. 

Description  of  work. 

Amount  done 
by  each  con¬ 
tractor. 

Totals. 

dolls,  cts. 

33 

Jas  Hagan  * 

$350  00 

J  Zarwood 

20,615  08 

$20,965  08 

34 

Robert  Jobson 

1,861  73 

35 

Beach,  Rood  &  Co. 

7,501  60 

36 

Irvin,  Kittering  &  Co. 

13,265  70 

37 

Beach,  Rood  &  Co. 

21,892  05 

Gay  &  Allen 

1,384  70 

23,276  75 

38 

Beach,  Rood  &  Co. 

22,796  97 

Gay  &  Allen 

333  45 

23,130  42 

39 

Irvin,  Kittering  &  Co.. 

22,597  70 

40 

do  do 

17,087  03 

41 

Dodd,  Morehouse  &  Co. 

2,106  00 

do  do 

35  84 

2.141  84 

Riv.  Sec. 

John  Bracken 

67,157  72 

45 

Seth  Kershaw 

7,658  24 

Alton  &  Pestana 

38,118  70 

Balentine  &  Douglass 

3,863  40 

49,640  34 

46 

Coburn  &,  Granger 

10,723  57 

Smith,  Granger  &,  Co. 

49,089  82 

'.*b  i.  i  ■ 

59,813  39 

47 

Wm  A.very 

48,948  08 

48 

do 

77,310  39 

49 

A  Me  R  Groves 

6,024  83 

L  C  Hugunin 

1,825  84 

J  &  S  R  Clifford 

50,611  67 

- 

58,462  34 

*50 

A  Me  R  Groves 

1,401  86 

L  C  Hugunin 

15,392  05 

John  Rodgers 

97,352  C6 

114,145  97 

51 

C  B  Dodson 

31,668  20 

/ 

Hugunin  &  Brown 

78,235  72 

109,903  92 

52 

C  B  Dodson 

6.260  40 

Hugunin  &  Brown 

40,809  70 

47,070  10 

53 

Gavin  &Johnson 

11,297  44 

E  M  Daggett 

1.694  00 

J  T  &  D  L  Roberts 

69,749  15 

82  740  59 

54 

James  Brooks 

87,654  45 

55 

James  Brooks 

28,696  86 

56 

Stewarts,  Sanger  &  Wallace 

71,209  85 

57 

do  do  do 

83,526  10 

58 

John  K  Boyer 

18,859  20 

Pruyne,  Negus  &  Rodgers 

73,755  15 

}  \  1  . .  ....  i  « 

92,614  35 

59 

John  K  Boyer 

1.141  92 

Pruyne,  Negus  &  Rodgers 

38,727  51 

39,869  43 

60 

Williams,  Lamb  &  O’Harra 

34,044  25 

Williams  &  Hardy 

41,319  75 

75,364  00 

*The  amount  of  $2,308  80  per  centage  money  under 

L.  C.  Hugunin’s  contract  is  also  included  in  the  ain’t. 

of  work  estimated  to  John  Rodgers. 
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No  of 
Section. 

Contractor’s  names. 

Amount  done 

by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

61 

Stevens  &  Douglass 

$27,396  70 

dolls,  cts 

62 

Stevens,  Douglass  &  Norton 

Stevens  &  Douglass 

50,442  91 

3,191  84 

77,839  61 

63 

John  Lonergan 

John  Lonergan 

33,066  92 

36,258  76 
44,384  03 

64 

Williams,  Lamb  &  O’Harra 

John  V  Singer 

Williams,  Lamb  &  O’Harra 

1,198  41 

65 

62,320  18 

19  18 

63,518  59 

66 

Brooks  &  Singer 

Pettibone  &  Root 

Singer  &  Cozens 

Brooks  &  Singer 

660  37 
4,799  00 
28,458  58 

2,? 56  65 

33,937  13 

67 

68 

Pettibone  &  Root 

W  B  &  E  Newton 

W  B  &  E  Newton 

34,727  25 

37,083  90 

South  Branch 

a 

and  Summit 

>  T  Barnum 

392  16 

Ditches. 

) 

J  Spence 

Ogden  &  Dole 

Clybourne  &  Mallory 

1,990  06 
1,197  07 
2,642  20 

♦ 

Temple  &  Carver 

5,090  40 

l'<.  '  '  ' 

Greenwood  &  Bishop 

J  Malodv 

5.130  40 
3', 089  26 

Harmon  &  Loomis 

4,416  JO 

23,947  65 

Archer  &  con- 

^  John  Hart 

nection  ditch 

128  10 

Turning  Big 
Run 

John  Malody 
^  Burns  &  Cassin 

1,002  06 

1,130  16 
1,894  71 

Sag  and  Big 

|  B  Noland 

Run  ditch 

932  70 

Protection. 
Sec.  No.  46 

J  McDonald 

Fitzgerald  &  Connell 

McDonald  &  Millan 

Hunt  &  Martin 

Morris  &  Amer 

Geo  Beebe 

Pruyne,  Negus  &  Rodgers  * 

Sanger,  Wallace  &  co 

Seth  Kershaw 

M  Hunt  &  co 

Roberts  &  Roberts 

R  Morris 

Granger  &  co 

1,840  59 
642  23 
420  00 
2,069  28 
2,928  70 
3,757  58 
1,633  47 
1.011  04 
157  10 
619  59 
738  09 
2,476  68 

1,471  30 

19,227  05 

47  &  48 

Wm  Avery 

3,814  18 

49 

J  S  &  R  Clifford 

1,595  24 

50 

John  Rogers 

718  88 

51  &  52 

Hugunin  &  Brown 

2,778  27 

53 

Roberts  &  Roberts 

2,776  72 

54  &  55 

James  Brooks 

5,217  29 

56  &  57 

Sanger,  Wallace  &  Co 

5,695  72 

58  &  59 

Pruvne,  Negus  &  Rodgers 

5,404  54 

60 

Thos  Williams 

1,445  17 

30,917  31 
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Middle  Division. 


Abstract  of  work  done . 


No  of 
Section. 

Contractor’s  names. 

Amount  done 
by  each 
contractor. 

69 

George  Barnett 

dolls,  cts. 

70 

do  do 

71 

do  do 

72 

do  do 

73 

Charles  Kerr 

74 

Sterling  &  Blanchard 

75 

do  do 

76 

James  Ryan 

77 

Steele  &  Amer 

78 

*Ryan  &  Matteson 

6,342  89 

Matteson  &  Shoemaker 

28,279  32 

79 

*N  &  S  S  Davis 

9,948  38 

C  D  Davis 

20,618  45 

80 

T  V  Vanest  ^ 

1.529  58 

Samuel  R  Bradley 

7,711  00 

81 

McLaughlin  &  co 

82 

Jeremiah  Grotty 

83 

do  do 

84 

A  P  McDonald 

85 

Hendricks  &  Rush 

86 

do  do 

87 

do  do 

88 

Richard  Morris 

89 

E  Gay 

90 

do 

91 

L  O’Connor 

585  22 

Lot  Whitcomb 

2,967  70 

Win  A  C  hath  eld 

92 

Benj  M  Webber 

93 

Jno  Hossack 

69  20 

94 

M  Maher 

1,792  91 

95 

John  Hossack 

96 

Hendricks  &  Rush 

97 

do  do 

98 

Sherburn  &  Gobin 

99 

Obed  Smith 

100 

Sherburn  &  Gobin 

101 

Timothy  Lucy 

316  40 

Caldwell  &  Mulligan 

6,807  28 

A  Drummond 

160  00 

102 

Jas  Drummond 

12,865  31 

Obed  Smith 

20*960  45 

H  D  Risley 

103 

Clifford  &  Alexander 

104 

Crawford  &,  Harvey 

105 

*See  estimate  of  work  done  on  these  sections.  1 

Totals. 


$30,250  01 
26,883  79 
28,292  34 
22,160  11 
34,216  46 
37,257  79 
53,036  06 


34,622  21 
30,566  83 


9,240  59 
11,576  86 
18,968  73 
13.741  90 
9,345  28 
9,324  11 
6,696  77 
14,567  06 
8,608  58 
10,724  24 
5,796  75 


3,572  92 
6,354  24 
9,479  24 


1,862  11 
3,317  70 

15.108  54 
18,408  50 
13,594  76 

13.109  64 
8,042  67 


7,123  68 


33,985  76 
28,234  11 
9,835  28 
33,915  65 
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Statement  A —  Continued . 


I 

Amount  clone 

No  of 

Contractor’s  names. 

by  each 

Totals. 

Sections. 

contractor. 

• 

i  / 

dolls,  cts. 

106 

Crawford  &  Harvey 

57,651  22 

107 

Win  Harvey 

400  00 

1 

Crawford  &  Harvey 

73,365  96 

73,765  96 

108 

Wm  Harvey 

1,059  90 

Crawford  &  Harvey 

35,743  12 

36,803  02 

112 

Jacob  Francis 

780  43 

113 

M  Benjamin 

1,778  33 

114 

M  Neary 

244  97 

115 

B  Van  Alstine 

1,433  93 

117 

T  Abbott 

26  28 

A  Kinchlow 

556  54 

582  82 

118 

Mott  &  Owen 

A  Kinchlow 

206  30 
2,556  85 

2,763  15 

119 

Jacob  Francis 

4,082  06 

120 

do 

420  72 

121 

M  Benjamin 

328  11 

122 

do 

802  36 

123 

Jas  Burke 

100  38 

124 

Jas  Maloy 

2,713  54 

125 

Armstrong  &  Hart 

923  38 

126 

J  L  Pickering 

438  68 

Armstrong,  Perce  &  Claypool 

804  81 

1.243  49 

127 

J  Croneen 

! 

3,016  36 

128 

Beale  &  Twitchell 

1,098  06 

129 

do  do  do 

1,469  22 

130 

W  McDonald 

3,260  20 

131 

McDonald,  Williams  &  co 

1,935  75 

133 

Thos  O’Sullivan 

195  04 

135 

Reddick  &  O’Sullivan 

5,196  71 

137 

C  L  Lukins  &  co 

766  99 

138 

M  Costelo 

767  12 

DuPage 

Feeder 

N  &  SS  Davis 

5,194  11 

Western  Division. 


No.  of 
Section. 

Contractor’s  names. 

amount  done 
by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

141 

Henesy,  Brennon  &  Cady 

144  98 

143 

J  Crotty 

23  94 

144 

do 

22  05 

145 

do 

3,475  38 

146 

do 

7,660  03 

148 

Armour  &  Lamb 

1,928  45 

149 

M  Kennedv  &  co 

5,978  20 

152 

T  &  D  Kelly 

;  \  - 

1,179  36 

153 

T  Kell 7 

1,626  48 

155 

L  Kimball 

11,727  24 

156 

Maus  &  Flood 

Wm  L  Perce 

M  Donohue  | 

3,082  61 
10,474  27 
318  40  j 

13,875  28 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


No.  of 
ection. 

Contractor’s  names. 

Amount  done 

by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

157 

Maus  &  Flood 

$4,207  34 

158 

do  do 

$2,968  85 

Benj  F  Lamb 

4,U05  52 

6,974  37 

159 

Maus  &  Flood 

3,440  84 

Benj  F  Lamb 

7,538  07 

10,978  91 

160 

Maus  &  Flood 

212  57 

Benj  F  Lamb 

11,556  49 

11,769  06 

161 

Edward  McSweeny 

‘10,016  74 

162 

Armour  &  Knox 

/  7,702  29 

163 

P  H  Flood 

1,126  29 

Edward  McSweeny 

13,377  84 

14,504  13 

164 

Glover  fy  co 

7,018  56 

J  Crotty 

13,532  06 

20.550  62 

165 

John  Carey 

1,768  61 

J  Crotty 

14,539  01 

— - - 

16,307  62 

166 

C  Seabaugh 

331  67 

Lamb,  Preston  co 

15,418  73 

15,750  40 

167 

D  Sanger  Sons 

23,699  84 

168 

Wm  E  Armstrong 

10,373  91 

169 

do  do 

12,345  53 

170 

do  do 

8,567  02 

171 

A  Me  R  Groves 

2,449  83 

W  §  T  Harkness 

4,458  86 

— 

6,908  69 

172 

J  Cronkite  co 

3,092  00 

Abner  Sherman 

2,173  09 

J  C  Champlin 

3,830  80 

— 

9,095  89 

173 

Morris  W  Martin 

371  33 

Wm  Harkness 

6,322  00 

Mrs  Harkness 

2,281  55 

8,974  88 

174 

Wm  O’Harra 

522  96 

Wm  Mostin 

3,543  55 

J  Armour 

7,926  40 

11,992  91 

175 

Ezra  Durgin 

7', 321  74 

176 

do 

4,331  70 

177 

Johnson  Johnson 

5,804  79 

178 

Nathaniel  Eells  v 

3,025  70 

179 

A  Me  R  Groves 

1,634  02 

M  Connolly 

1,774  46 

Wm  Caldwell 

4,662  35 

8,070  83 

180 

Wm  E  Armstrong 

9,217  35 

181 

Kenyon  Lamb 

8,091  92 

182 

Edward  McSweeny 

9,919  64 

183 

Clark  fy  Dickinson 

9,952  86 

184 

Edward  McSweeny 

8,199  33 

darker  Dickinson 

9,667  56 

17,866  89 

185 

Wm  O’Harra 

1,217  02 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


No.  of 
Section. 

l 

i 

Contractor’s  names. 

Amount  done 
by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

185 

A  A  Markle 

$792  10 

G  W  Armstrong 

3,157  55 

Clark  fy  Dickinson 

4.960  12 

$10,126  79 

188 

Wm  O’Harra 

9,223  16 

A  A  Markle 

1,400  03 

G  W  Armstrong 

18,495  58 

Clark  fy  Dickinson 

10.377  83 

- - — ■ 

39,496  60 

187 

Groves  4*  Armstrong 

5,420  71 

W  E  Sj  G  W  Armstrong 

31,285  78 

— 

36,706  49 

188 

Wm  Mostin 

17.330  59 

189 

Benj  F  Lamb 

1 1.264  12 

190 

Sanger,  Nichols  Beale 

21,858  75 

191 

do  do  do 

42,041  26 

192 

do  do  do 

20,128  18 

193 

do  do  do 

26,489  82 

194 

Jas  Me  Martin 

6,682  28 

Townsend,  Kinney  Byrne 

9,507  52 

16,189  80 

195 

Peyton  <Sr  Kinney 

20,344  56 

H  L  Kinney 

1,537  04 

Isaac  Hardy 

53,188  42 

75,069  99 

196 

H  L  Kinney 

19,899  01 

Isaac  Hardy 

91,928  99 

111,828  00 

197 

H  L  Kinney 

17,702  74 

Isaac  Hardy 

17,694  08 

35,396  82 

196  Sf.  197 

H  L  Kinney 

22,422  50 

Slides  on  sec- 

a 

tions  191  j  2,  3, 

>  Edward  McSweeney  §  Co 

7,147  01 

<Sr  4. 

) 

Lat’l.  Canal 

sec  1. 

W  F  Walker 

20,594  03 

2 

J  Crotty 

4,845  93 

Pecumsagar 

Channel 

Nichols  Beale 

16,241  38 

Fox  R.  Feede 

r 

sec.  1 

Greene  §  Stadden 

20,459  49 

do  do  dam 

8,364  92 

do  do  guard  lock 

13,246  55 

42,070  86 

2 

do  do 

13,628  10 

3 

do  do 

3,357  16 

4 

do  do 

10,254  51 

5 

do  do 

17,528  58 

6 

Stephen  Emerson 

3,30S  46 

7 

Cronkhite  4*  Co 

1.440  16 

F  Chambers 

4,378  86 

- - - - 

5,819  02 

8 

Crozier  Walker 

22,032  28 

Culvert  sec- 

tion  3 

•  D  Sanger  4r  Sons 

4,316  71 
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Statement  A — Continued. 


Abstract  of  work  done  upon  Locks. 


No  of  Lock. 

Contractor’s  names. 

Amount  done 

by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

George  Barnett 
do  do 

Charles  Kerr 
do  do 

Wilson,  Brodie  Sf  Co 

Hall  Sf  Grant 

Peter  Stewart 

$3,311  20 
16,933  23 

27,287  08 
23,347  48 
4,950  71 
17,049  75 
37,095  36 

20,244  43 

4,615  84 

7 

Hall  Sf  Grant 

Peter  Stewart 

331  50 
4,284  34 

8 

Guard  Lock 

J  Kinsley 

111  80 

No  1 

Steele  Sf  Amer 

^  '  -  j  ■ 

14,645  16 

9 

10 

11 

Total  on  Middle  Division, 

M  Kennedy  Co 

vdo  do 

Thos  Beale 

D  Sanger  Sf  Sons 

6,993  94 
21,018  59 

149.347  61 
2,^.3  9  65 
3,854  82 

28,012  53 

27,224  66 

12 

-a 

Wm  Byrne 

Armstrong  «§r  Johnson 

Lamb  Sf'  Armour 

252  00 
3,215  00 
23,757  66 

13 

E  Durgin  &  Co 

Edward  Me  Sweeney 

7,449  60 
6,933  99 

14,383  59 

30,342  10 

14 

15 

Side  cut  lock 

W  Byrne 

Cooper  &  Twitchell 

Sanger  Sf  Beale 

25,994  '16 
3,871  97 

No  1 

Walker  Sf  Lamb 

29,866  13 
4,872  60 

Total  on  Western  Division, 
do  Middle  do 

• 

140,896  08 
149,347  61 

Total, 

290,243  69 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


Abstract  of  work  performed  upon  Dams ,  Culverts ,  Aqueducts ,  <^c. 


Description. 

Contractors’  names. 

Aino’t.  done 

by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

Dam  No.  1 

Wilson,  Brodie  #  Co 

* 

2,412  00 

2 

Steele  fy  Amer 

14,278  84 

Total,  Middle  Division, 

16,690  84 

Wood  culverts. 

section  119 

Campbell  #  McGire 

633  48 

121 

do  do 

359  06 

134 

Butterfield  #  Lukins 

673  03 

136 

do  do 

811  75 

Total,  Middle  Division, 

2,477  32 

Wood  culverts. 

section  141 

Butterfield  4r  Lukins 

1,330  72 

142 

R  Johnson 

850  07 

161 

Hanly  &  Healy 

703  08 

170 

T  0  Sullivan 

932  05 

183 

Clark  fy  Dickinson 

2,604  60 

185 

M  Neary 

1,731  24 

187 

Clark  Dickinson 

1,227  51 

Total,  Western  Division, 

9,384  27 

do  Middle  do 

2,477  32 

Total,  Wood  Culverts, 

12,861  59 

Stone  culverts. 

section  108 

Harvey  fy  Co 

2,336  96 

126 

W  L  Perce  Co 

941  60 

145 

M  Killalea 

1,541  27 

148 

do 

1,697  33 

149 

M  Kennnedy  fy  Co 

174  20 

154 

do  do 

1,129  36 

156 

Patrick  H  Flood 

340  00 

66 

W  L  Perce 

14,335  54 

14,675  54 

158 

Samuel  Howard 

1,601  94 

66 

Wra  L  Perce 

10,435  61 

12,037  55 

162 

D  Kelly 

2,952  59 

Fox  R.  aqueduct. 

D  Sanger  <§r  Sons 

89,414  19 

L.  Vermilion  do 

Townsend,  Kinney  fy  Co  , 

3,978  17 

66 

Wm  Byrne 

*4,286  90 

66 

Byrne  &  Cahill 

7,005  69 

‘ 

15,270  76 

Pecumsagan  do 

Townsend,  Kinney  fy  Co 

434  80 

66 

Thos  Beale 

2,551  65 

-  -  - 

2,9S6  45 

'  Du  Page  do 

Peter  Stewart 

10,191  53 

Aux  Sable  do 

J  Kinsley 

291  80 

Waste  weir  on 

section  No  175. 

Hanley  fy  Healy 

265  34 

Do  on  section  191 

do  do 

1,463  39 

Dry  dock  at  Lock- 

port 

George  Barnett 

741  64 

•The  amount  of  work  done  by  VVrn.  Byrne  was  over  estimated j  the  true  am’t.  as  shown  by 
a  subsequent  estimate  being  but  $3,339  95.  The  payment  on  this  contract  to  Byrne  was 
$3,643  67. 
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Statement  A — Continued . 


' 

Description. 

Contractors’  names. 

Amount  done 
by  each 
contractor. 

Totals. 

Hydraulic  cement 
do  do 

• 

Hiram  Norton  (Middle  Division) 
do  do  (Western  do) 

52,225  00 
31,957  00 

84,182  00 

$6,626  43 

403  20 
10,216  96 

Repairs  on  Fox  R. 
Dam,  G.  Lock, 
Sfc. 

Lock  Gate  Timber 
Protection  Walls 
sections  194#  195 

|  Green,  Stadden  #  Co 

Conley  &  Sons 

A  Hyatt 

ERRATA — Page  14 — In  the  statement  of  the  contingent  account  for  1844,  the  item  of 
bright  of  way,55  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $11,470  00,  was  omitted  in  the  manuscript j  and 
the  item  of  “negotiation”  should  read  $263  23  instead  of  $253  23. 
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Illinois 

Legis. 


14tii  Assem. 
1st  Session., 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM  THE 


GOVERNOR,  ON  STATE  INDEBTEDNESS. 


DECEMBER  19,  1844. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  200  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Executive  Department,  ) 
Springfield,  Dec,  18,  1844,  J 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  reques¬ 
ting  the  Governor  to  inform  the  House,  what  is  the  amount  of  the  State 
debt:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  that  from  ail  accessible  sources  cf  in¬ 
formation,  it  appears  that  the  principle  of  the  carnal  debt,  including  bonds 
and  scrip  of  every  discs  i pt ion,  amounts  to  -  -  §1,741,783  32 

Of  which  sum  §  1,32-4,339  36,  is  alone  reported  to  bear  interest, 

The  interest  amounts  at  this  time  to  -  -  -  88-, 821  53 

The  annual  interest  on  the  canal  debt,  is  259,760  00 

The  debt  contracted  for  internal  improvements,  bank  stock,  and  the 
State  House,  including  bonds  and  scrip,  amounts  to  -  G, 7  12,886  00 
The  interest  on  it  up  to  the  first  of  January  next,  will  be  1,434,378  24 
The  annual  interest  on  the  principal  sum,  u  ill  be  -  -  402,773  00 

The  principal  sum  of  the  entire  deb',  is  -  -  11,454,609  79 

And  the  amount  thereof  bearing  interest,  is  -  -  11,042,225  36 

The  entire  debt, principal  and  interest,  calculating  interest  on  the  ca¬ 
nal  debt  up  to  t  his  ime,  and  interest  on  the  residue  of  the  debt,  up  to  the 
first  of  January  nex  will  be  -  13,777,869  56 

In  complia  reewi  h  anoher  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
requesting  the  Governor  to  communicate  to  the  House,  whether  he  has 
negotiated  a  sale  of  the  stock  held  hy  the  State,  in  the  bank  of  Illinois.  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  I  have  not  made  oalc  of  the  last  half  million 
of  said  stock. 

It  is  provi  lei  hy  the  ad  to  pit  lac  bank  of  Illinois  into  liquidation,  that 
in  case  of  a  failure  of  the  bank,  to  make  payment  of  the  residue  of  its  debt 
to  the  State,  the  stock  shall  revert  to  the  State;  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  sell  and  assign  the  same  to  such  persons  as  would 
pay  therefor,  an  equal  amount  of  State  liab’dities.  Long  before  the  time 
expired  for  this  payment,  the  pi  ice  of  State  liabilities  had  so  risen  in  the 
market,  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  sell  the  stock  on  these  terms.  1  have 
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never  heard,  although  I  have  made  some  enquiries,  of  any  person  who  • 
desired  to  purchase  at  this  price;  nor  has  any  application  ever  been  made 
to  me  to  purchase  the  stock.  Any  offer  of  it  on  these  terms,  at  public 
auction,  would  have  been  futile. 

I  am  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD, 


Illinois 

JLegis. 


H.  R. 


13tii  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM  THE 

AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 


In  reply  to  three  several  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives ,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  lands  taxable  in  the  State  of  Illinois . 


DECEMBER  13,  1844. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  200  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Auditor’s  Office,  )  - 
December  13,  1844.  \ 

Hon .  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  obedience  to  three  several  resolutions  of  the  House  directing  the 
Auditor  to  report  the  amount  of  taxable  lands  in  each  county  in  the  State, 
the  amount  realized  from  said  lands  and  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
amount  that  would  flow  into  the  treasury  from  this  source.  Also,  the 
amount  of  personal  property  in  each  county  of  the  State,  and  amount  of 
tax  thereon.  Also,  the  amount  of  Vermilion  saline  lands  which  remain 
unsold,  if  any.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  and  state¬ 
ments. 

It  is  a  source  of  extreme  regret  that  this  office  does  not  possess  the  data 
to  enable  me  to  furnish  your  honorable  body  with  as  full  and  satisfactory 
information  on  the  subjects  contained  in  the  resolutions,  as  their  impor¬ 
tance  merits. 

By  the  13th  section  of  the  revenue  laws  of  1838,  and  1839,  the  clerks 
of  the  several  county  commissioners’  courts  of  this  State,  are  required,  by 
the  first  day  of  July  in  each  and  every  year,  to  certify  to  the  office  of  the 
Auditor,  the  aggregate  amount  of  State  tax  assessed  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  counties,  which  is  then  charged  to  the  collectors. 

There  is  no  law  in  force  in  this  State  requiring  clerks,  or  any  other  offi¬ 
cers,  to  certify  to,  or  in  any  way  communicate  to  this  office  the  aggregate 
taxation  on  lands  levied  for  State,  or  county  purposes,  separately.  Nor 
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is  there  any  law  requiring  any  officer  to  furnish  this  office  with  the  amount 
of  taxation  levied  for  State  our  county  purposes  on  personal  property 
separately.  The  inquiry  contained  in  the  first  resolution  of  your  honora¬ 
ble  body,  clearly  demonstrates  the  necessity  of  the  existence  of  such  a 

law. 

To  undertake  to  furnish  your  honorable  body,  with  a  list  of  the  taxable 
lands  in  each  county  in  this  State,  or  even  the  aggregate  number  of  acres 
in  each  county,  would  involve  a  work  of  greater  duration  for  all  the  force 
in  this  office,  than  could  he  performed  within  the  probable  period  of  your 
session.  It  would  become  necessary  to  run  through  all  the  land  books  of 
this  office,  and  examine  every  entry  as  far  back  as  1819,  and  this,  too, 
would  have  to  be  done  for  each  county  separately.  I  wish  to  be  under¬ 
stood  as  saying,  that  the  taxable  land  of  each  county  would  have  to  be 
selected  from  the  whole  number  recorded  in  all  the  books  of  this  office, 
and  the  aggregate  for  each  listed  and  added,  which  fact,  at  the  first  view, 
will  satisfy  your  honorable  body  of  the  great  length  of  time,  that  it  would 
necessarily  require  to  answer,  satisfactorily,  the  important  inquiry  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  taxable  real  estate,  in  each  county  of  the  State.  The 
clerks  of  forty-two  counties  have  certified  to  the  Auditor  the  amount  of 
State  tax  only  levied  in  them  respectively.  Twenty-seven  have  certified 
the  amount  of  personal  and  real  estate  tax  separately  levied  in  them,  and 
twenty-nine  have  certified  to  this  office  the  amount  of  State  and  county 
tax  separately.  In  all  cases,  (with  a  very  few  exceptions)  the  county  levy 
exceeds  the  State  levy,  ranging  from  fifty  to  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent.  For  the  year  1845,  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  at  least  16,200,- 
000  acres  of  land  wrili  be  sufject  to  taxation.  Any  estimate  as  to  the 
amount  of  revenue  that  would  arise  from  taxation  on  that  amount  of 
lands,  would  be  altogether  conjectural. 

I  entertain  the  belief  that  if  your  honorable  body  would  pass  a  reso¬ 
lution  requiring  the  clerks  of  the  various  county  commissioners’  courts  to 
certify  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor  forthwith  the  facts  called  for  in  the  res¬ 
olutions  of  your  honorable  body,  and  require  the  Auditor  at  the  first  pos¬ 
sible  moment,  to  send  such  resolutions  embraced  in  a  circular  to  each 
clerk  in  the  State,  that  1  would  have  it  in  my  power  to  lay  before  you  the 
information  desired,  before  any  final  action  would  take  place  on  any  rev¬ 
enue  system  which  might  be  under  consideration. 

The  last  sales  of  Saline  lands  in  Ga'latin  county  were  made  in  Februa¬ 
ry,  1839.  The  aggregate  amount  of  those  sales  is  92,474.35  acres,  in- 
ptead  of  93,903  as  reported  to  your  honorable  body  in  1840.  An  appro¬ 
priation,  however,  of  320  acres  of  these  lands  was  made  by  an  act  ap¬ 
proved,  February  27th,  1841,  to  the  county  of  Shelby,  which  lands  were 
patented  to  John  Crenshaw  on  the  4th  of  April,  1844,  said  Crenshaw  hav¬ 
ing  purchased  the  same  from  said  county  of  Shelby.  The  addition  of 
this  number  of  acres  to  the  aggregate  amount  sold  would  make  a  total  of 
92,794.35  acres,  sold  in  the  above  mentioned  reserve.  A  report  of  the 
number  of  acres  surveyed  in  the  reserve,  has  never  been  made  to  this 
office.  It  was  originally  reported  to  contain  100,000  acres.  This  esti¬ 
mate  was  founded  in  all  probability  upon  the  act  of  Congress  making  the 
reservation  for  the  purposes  of  salt  making.  Allow  me  to  refer  honora¬ 
ble  members  to  the  reports  of  Mr.  Audilor  Davis  of  1840,  pages  251  and 
252,  and  Mr.  Auditor  Shields  of  1842-’43,  pages  175  and  176,  Senate 
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Documents.  The  number  of  acres  in  the  Vermilion  Saline  reservation 
has  never  been  reported  to  this  office.  24,709.89  acres  have  been  sold. 
By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  July  22,  1837,  all  the  re^ 
maining  unsold  lands  of  the  reservation,  was  appropriated  to  the  counties 
of  Iroquois  and  Vermilion  for  the  purposes  of  building  bridges  across  the 
Iroquois  and  Vermilion  rivers.  By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
1842  and  ’43,  approved  February  25,  1843,  the  benefits  of  the  first  above 
recited  act  was  extended  to  the  county  of  Champaign.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  have  been  sold,  and  patented  as  the  law  directs  since 
the  passage  of  the  last  named  act.  This  is  the  only  information  on  this 
subject  that  can  be  afforded  from  the  books  and  files  of  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor . 


I 


' 

.  * 


i J 


*. 


4  ’  ■'  ■  V 


*y  % 


, 


’ 


. 


'i 


4 


Illinois  )  HR.  $  14th  Assem. 

Legis.  )  - — —  (1st  Session. 


/ 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  STATE  BANK  OF  ILLINOIS, 


IN  RELATION 


TO  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  BANK. 


DECEMBER,  20,  1844. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  200  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 

of  the  two  houses. 


SPRINGFIELD: 

Walters  &  Weber,  Public  Printers, 


Executive  Department,  ) 
Springfield,  December  20,  1844.) 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

1  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  the  report  of  Norman  H.  Purple,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

your  obedient  serant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

BANK  COMMISSIONER. 


To  his  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford, 

Governor  of  ike  Stale  of  Illinois: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rcceiptof  your  com¬ 
munication  making  the  following  enquiries  in  relation  to  the  aifairs  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Illinois. 

1st.  What  amount  of  specie  had  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  on  hand  on 
the  31st  day  of  January.  1843? 

2d.  What  amount  of  Specie  has  since  been  paid  out,  and  on  what 
account? 

3d.  What  amount  of  Specie  has  the  Bank  now  on  hand? 

4th.  What  was  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  the  Bank  on  the  31st  day 
of  January,  A.  D.,  1843. 

5th.  How  much  has  that  debt  been  since  reduced  ? 

6th.  What  was  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  on  the  31st  day  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  A.  D.,  1843,  and  what  is  it  now? 

7th.  IIow  much  of  the  real  estate  of  the  Bank  has  been  sold?  What 
has  been,  or  is  to  be  realized  for  the  same,  and  how  much  remains  unsold, 
and  what  is  the  value  of  the  same? 

8th.  What  were  the  debts  due,  and  assets  of  the  Bank  on  the  31st  day 
of  January,  1843?  What  has  been  collected  and  realized  of  the  same, 
and  how  much  will,  or  can  be  collected  and  realized  hereafter. 

9th.  Has  the  Bank,  or  any  of  its  officers  been  guilty  of  any  violation 
of  the  act  of  January  24,  1843,  entitled  “  An  act  to  diminish  the  State 
debt,  and  put  the  State  Bank  into  liquidation  ?:’  And,  if  so,  in  what  do 
such  violations  consist? 

10th.  What  amount  of  certificates  have  been  issued,  and  how  much  of 
them  have  since  been  taken  up  by  the  Bank? 

In  reply  to  which,  in  answer  to  your  first  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state, 
that  the  amount  of  specie  then  on  hand,  in  the  State  Bank  and  Branches, 
was  §470,772  53. 

Of  this  amount,  §8,423  00  had  at  that  time  been  levied  on  by  the 
Sheriff  of  Sangamon  county,  by  virtue  of  an  execution  in  favor  of  Con- 
dell,  Jones  &  Co.,  against  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  and  afterwards  by 
a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Com t of  this  State,  the  same  was  applied  in 
payment  of  their  judgment  against  the  Bank. 
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Fifteen  thousad  dollars  of  the  same  was  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  ot  Illinois,  entitled  “An  act  to  dimin¬ 
ish  the  State  debt,  and  put  the  State  Bank  into  liquidation,”  approved 
January  24.  1813,  allowed  to  be  retained  by  the  Bank,  which  left 
the  sum  of  §453,349  53,  to  be  distributed  pro  rata  among  the  cred¬ 
itors  of  the  Bank. 

In  answer  to  your  second  interrogatoiy,  I  have  to  state,  that  up  to  the 
2d  day  of  December,  1844,  at  which  time,  the  last  general  statement 
was  made  by  the  Bank,  and  since  which  time  the  amount  of  specie,  nor 
the  liabilities  of  the  Bank  have  neither  materially  increased  or  diminish¬ 
ed,  and  that  only  in  a  rateable  proportion. — The  amount  of  specie  paid 
out  was,  in  gross,  the  sum  of  §430,262  96. 

Of  this  sum  the  Bank  has  paid  out  on  account  of  the 
redemption  of  notes  and  deposites, 

To  the  State  Bank  of  Missouri, 

On  executions,  and  for  the  redemption  of  real  estate, 
sold  on  executions,  -  - 

On  Mortgages  on  real  estate,  -  - 

For  taxes  on  real  estate,  -  - 

For  costs  on  suits  at  law, 

For  expenses  on  real  estate,  -  - 

For  appraisers’  fees,  -  - 

For  engraving  and  printing  certificates, 

For  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Parent 
Bank,  and  eight  agencies,  fuel,  postage,  travelling  ex¬ 
penses,  office  rent,  stationary  and  printing,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

§430,262  96 


§321.590  19 
55,763  57 

12,870  36 
5.556  24 
4575  16 
5,999  50 
803  35 
972  50 
740  00 


21,391  99 


In  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory,  1  have  to  state,  that  the  amount  of 
specie  of  the  Bank  on  hand,  on  the  2d  December,  IS  14.  and  which  amount 
has  not  been  materially  changed  since  thettime,  was  §62,488  65. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state  that  exclusive  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank,  the  estimated  amount  of  debts  due  by  the 
Bank  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  A.  D..  1S43,  were  §1,907,796  54. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state  that  up  to  the  2d 
December,  A.  D.,  1844,  the  said  debts  and  liabilities  had  been  reduced 
§1,028,756  90. 

In  answer  to  the  sixth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state  that  the  circu 
lation  of  the  Bank,  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1843,  was  §1, 
430,308  00,  and  that  its  circulation  now  is  §229,991  00. 

In  answer  to  the  seventh  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  sales  of  real  estate  made  bv  the  Bank  up  to  the  2d  Dec., 
1844,  was  §356,660  34. 

That  the  amount  received  on  said  sales  principally  in  Bank  Certifi¬ 
cates,  was  at  the  date  aforesaid,  §233,793  23. 

Amount  to  be  received,  §122,867  II. 

The  amount  of  real  estate  remaining  unsold  at  the  date  aforesaid  at 
the  cost  to  the  Bank  was,  §1,069,628  41. 

Its  actual  value  cannot  with  any  certainty  be  ascertained — many  of 
the  lands  had  been  taken  by  the  Bank  before  the  passage  of  the  liquida- 
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tion  law  at  high  prices  for  the  purpose  of  compromising  doubtful  and 
desperate  debts,  and  their  actual  value  at  this  time  would  not  probably 
exceed  one-third  of  their  original  costs. 

In  answer  to  the  eighth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state,  that  as  to  the 
whole  debts  due,  and  assets  of  the  Bank  at  the  particular  period  of 
time  therein  stated,  they  could  not  be  ascertained  without  great  trouble 
and  inconvenience,  and  presuming  that  it  would  be  in  a  great  measure 
immaterial,  I  have  concluded  to  annex  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Bank,  on  the  2d  of  January,  A.  D.,  1843,  and  on  the  3d  of  April,  1843; 
showing  its  condition  in  those  respects  at  those  times  when  general  state¬ 
ments  were  made  by  the  Bank. 

On  the  2d  January,  1843,  the  amount  due  the  Bank 
on  bills,  notes,  suspended  debt  and  loans  on  real  estate 
amounted  to  - 

At  the  same  time  the  real  estate  of  the  Bank  at 


$1,702,692  42 
1,143,225  92 


its  original  costs  amounted  to  - 

At  the  same  time  the  Bank  held  State  Bonds  and  claims 
on  the  State,  amounting  to  - 

Stock  of  the  State  Bunk,  - 

Due  to  her  by  other  Banks,  - 
Notes  of  other  Banks,  - 

Specie,  31st  January,  1843,  subject  to  the  deductions 
before  stated,  - 

On  the  3d  of  April,  IS  13,  the  amount  due  the  Bank  on 
bills,  notes,  suspended  debt  and  loans  on  real  estate, 
was  - 

At  the  same  date,  the  value  of  the  real  estate  at  its 
original  costs  was  - 

At  the  same  date  the  State  Bonds  and  claims  on  the 
State  had  been  reduced  by  the  surrender  of  Bonds,  &c., 
to  the  State  to 

Stock  of  the  State  Bank  at  same  date, 

Due  by  other  Banks,  - 

Notes  of  other  Banks,  ... 

Specie,  - 

And  by  way  of  further  answer  to  the  latter  part  of  said  eighth  inter¬ 
rogatory,  I  stibmita  statement  of  the  debts  due,  and  assets  of  the  Bank 
on  the  2d  December,  1844,  which  will  afford  the  readiest  means  in  my 
power  for  your  Excellency  or  the  Legislature  to  determine  in  relation 
to  that  portion  of  said  interrogatory,  by  comparing  said  debts  and  assets 
at  that  time,  with  the  same  debts  and  assets  in  said  interrogatory,  and 
in  this  report  before  referred  to  on  the  2d  January,  and  3d  April,  1843. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  what  has  been 
Collected  and  realized  of  said  debts  and  assets,  for  the  reason,  that  in 
many  instances  lands  and  real  estate  have  been  taken  and  received  by 
the  Bank  in  payment  of  doubtful  debts,  upon  which  no  certain  value  can 
be  tixed,  and  which  in  time  have  become  a  portion  of  the  assets  of  the 
Bank. 

On  the  2d  December,  1814,  the  debts  due  the  Bank 
on  bills,  notes,  suspended  debt,  and  loans  on  real  estate, 
amounted  to  *  $1,301,909  59 


2,152,356  99 
170,100  00 
27,087  43 
19,247  00 

$476,772  53 


$1,538,  S21  37 
$1,232,254  71 


$97,485  93 
171,300  00 
25,258  84 
23,039  00 
337,518  76 
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$1,069,628  41 

$109,322  43 
173,300  00 
6,398  75 
11,836  00 
62, 4S8  65 


The  real  estate  of  the  Bank  at  cost,  - 
Claims  on  the  State  subject  to  adjustment  under  the 
liquidation  law,  - 

Stock  of  the  State  Bank,  - 
Due  by  other  Banks,  -  -  -• 

Notes  of  other  Banks  ------ 

Specie,  -  - 

In  answer  to  the  ninth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state  that  I  do  not 
know  that  the  Bank  or  any  of  its  officers  have  been  guilty  of  any  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  act  of  the  2ith  January,  1 8 13.  unless  your  Excellency  or 
the  Legislature  upon  a  review  of  all  the  circumstances  hereinafter  stated, 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  appropriation  of  the  specie  of  the  Bank  as 
before  stated,  will  amount  to  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

In  answer  to  the  tenth  interrogatory,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  amount  of  Certificates  issued  to  the  2d  Decem¬ 
ber,  A.  D.,  1844, . -  $755,617  95 

Many  of  these  Certificates  were  taken  up  and  r-eissued  at  different  pe¬ 
riods,  as  it  became  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  creditors  along 
with  the  pro  rota  specie  dividend  made  by  the  Bank. 

The  amount  taken  up  was  at  the  same  date  -  $339,308  32 

Leaving  Certificates  outstanding,  -  -  416,309  63 

In  relation  to  the  item  of  $55,000  paid  to  the  State  Bank  of  Missouri, 
it  is  proper  for  me  to  state  by  way  of  explanation,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  law  of  the  24th  January  ,  1843,  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois 
was  indebted  to  that  institution  in  the  sum  of  $100, QUO,  and  that  as  col¬ 
lateral  security  for  the  payment  of  this  debt,  the  Stale  Bank  of  Illinois 
had  deposited  with  the  Slate  Bank  of  Missouri,  the  sum  of  $80,000,  of 
the  paper  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  and  pledged  real  estate  in  St. 
Louis,  of  the  value  of  $20,000,  under  an  agreement,  that  unless  said  debt 
was  paid  at.  a  particular  time,  which  was  fixed  on  the  5th  day  of  Dec., 
A.  D.,  1813,  that  the  notes  so  deposited  as  security,  and  the  real  estate 
pledged  should  be  sold  at  auction  by  the  State  Bank  of  Missouri,  to  the 
highest  bidder.  The  time  for  the  payment  of  this  debt  had  expired,  and 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  refused  to  present  her  claim,  and  receive  her  pro 
rata  dividend  of'  specie,  and  threatened  to  expose  the  paper  and  real 
estate  pledged  for  the  debt  to  public  sale.  Under  these  circumstances, 
1  could  have  no  reasonable  doubt  that  if  this  amount  of  the  paper  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  real  estate  aforesaid  had  been  thrown  into  market,  and 
publicly  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  that  there  would  be  no  competition  in 
the  purchase,  and  that  the  same  must  of  necessity  be  bought  in  by  the 
State  Bank  ol  Missouri  at  a  mere  nominal  price.  That  the  debt  due 
that  Bank  would  be  reduced  but  a  trifling  amount,  and  the  paper  would 
at  any  time  thereafter  be  liable  to  be  presented  for  its  pro  rata  dividend, 
to  the  serious  pnjudice  and  manifest  injury  of  the  other  creditors  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Illinois.  Under  these  ciicumstances,  and  entertaining 
the  sincere  belief  that  the  best  interests  of  all  the  creditorsof  the  Bank 
required  it,  I  adxisedand  consented  to  a  compromise  with  the  State 
Bank  of  Missouri,  by  which  the  foregoing  amount  of  specie  was  paid  to 
that  institution,  and  by  the  transfer  of  real  estate  in  St.  Louis,  the  debt 
is  now  reduced  to  about  $23,060. 
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The  other  items  of  specie  paid  out  for  the  redemption  of  real  estate 
sold  on  execution,  mortgages  on  real  estate,  taxes,  costs  on  suits  at 
law,  &c.,  &c.,  seemed  to  me  to  be  absolutely  demanded  by  the  urgency 
and  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  only  alternative  left  me,  was  either 
to  permit  these  payments  to  be  made,  or  at  once  to  suspend  all  operations 
under  the  law,  and  thereby  defeat  the  obvious  intention  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  in  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  real  estate  which  had  been  sold  on  execution,  greatly  exceeded  in 
value  the  sum  paid  for  its  redemption,  and  would  without  such  redemption 
have  been  forfeited  to  the  purchaser.  The  taxes  upon  the  real  estate 
must  of  necessity  be  paid  before  sale,  or  double  the  amount  at  or  before 
the  expiration  of  two  years  thereafter.  And  without  the  prompt  and 
vigorous  prosecution  of  suits  against  the  debtors  of  the  Bank,  and  the 
payment  of  the  officers’  fees,  it  could  not  reasonably  be  anticipated  that 
the  designs  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  passage  of  the  law,  could  be  carried 
into  effect. 

At  the  time  these  payments  were  made,  1  believed,  and  still  do  be¬ 
lieve,  that  they  were  imperatively  called  for  to  piotectthe  best  interests 
of  the  creditors  of  the  Bank.  And  I  rclv  with  confidence  upon  the  integ¬ 
rity  and  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  to  sustain  me  in  the  course  which  I 
have  honestly  pursued. 

The  amount  of  specie  still  remaining  on  hand,  is  probably  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  pro  rata  dividend  upon  all  the  outstanding  liabilities 
which  will  be  presented  for  payment.  And  the  residue  of  the  assets,  1 
have  no  doubt  will  in  the  end,  he  amply  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  whole 
amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Bank. 

1  would  respectfully  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  your  Excellency, 
and  of  the  Legislature,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Bank  might  probably  be  reduced  by  allowing  the  Bank  to  discontin¬ 
ue  at  discretion,  such  of  their  agencies  as  in  their  opinion,  or  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Governor  would  seem  to  be  no  longer  necessary.  Much 
of  the  real  estate  has  been  appraised  at  prices  higher  than  the  same  will 
, fit  any  lime  in  future,  probably  command.  If  the  Bank  could  he  allowed 
“a  discretion  to  sell  the  real  estate  independent  of  the  appraisement,  at 
such  prices  as  they  believed  the  same  reasonably  worth,  I  apprehend 
that  the  interests  of  the  creditors  would  be  advanced  thereby,  and  the 
business  of  the  Bank  brought  to  a  more  speedy  termination.  The  pre¬ 
sent  law  prohibits  the  Bank  from  making  any  sale  at  a  less  price  than  the 
appraisement,  and  it  may  perhaps  .admit  of  doubt  whether,  when  such 
appraised  value  is  offered,  the  Bank  is  not  obliged  to  soli  whatever  may 
have  been  the  advance  in  the  value  of  t he  real  estate  since  such  appraise¬ 
ment  was  made. For  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  inquiries  proposed  by  your  Excellency,!  have  diligently  examined 
the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Bank,  and  the  officers  and  clerks  thereof 
upon  oath  according  to  your  request,  and  hope  that  the  result  may  meet 
the  approbation  of  your  Excellency,  the  Legislature  and  the  people. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  most 

respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N/II.  PURPLE,  Ccmmihsioner . 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


Mr.  Arnold,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  message  of  the  Governor  as  relates  to  the  State  debt,  increase 
of  taxation,  &c.,  to  which  has  also  been  referred  various  bills  and  resolo* 
lions  on  the  subject  of  State  debt,  submits  the  following 

REPORT: 


When  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  July  IS  11,  from  necessity,  suspended  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  duty  to  herself  and  to  her  cred¬ 
itors,  required  that  she  should  immediately  economise  and  retrench  her 
expendi lures;  that  she  should  husband  her  resources;  and  at  the  same 
time,  take  such  measures  towards  her  creditors  as  would  satisfy  them  and 
the  world,  of  her  integrity  of  purpose,  and  determination  to  do  all  in  her 
power  towards  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  obligations  which  had  been  so 
improvidently  contracted.  The  first  step  obviously  was  to  bring  her  ex¬ 
penses  within  her  income.  A  disposition  to  do  this  was  manifested  by  the 
Legislature  which  met  next  after  this  suspension,  and  more  strongly  in 
the  last  General  Assembly;  but  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
necessary  to  go  still  farther;  and  if  in  carrying  out  this  spirit,  our  public 
servants  are  but  poorly  paid,  it  is  hoped  tint  a  spirit  of  -patriotism  will 
induce  them  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  public  necessities. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  made  two 
years  ago,  that,  up  to  that  time,  for  the  preceding  eight  years,  the  ordi¬ 
nary  disbursements  from  the  Treasury,  exceeded  lire  ordinary  receipts 
into  it,  as  appears  by  the  following  statement: 

lye  ports.  Years .  Ordinary  Receipts .  Ordinary  Disbursements* 


1842, 
p.  171. 


1835, 

1830, 

1837-8, 

1839, 

1849, 

1841, 

1842, 


'$70,100 

79,000 

117,000 

01,700 

106,220 

103,065 

202,219 

739,394 


$66,700 
84,000 
235.000 
186,621 
177,114 
179,807 
87,959 

$1,016,281 
Deduct  739,304 


Excess  of  disbursements  for  eight  years, 


$270,977 
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The  ordinary  expenses  for  last  two  years  as  appears  by  the  Auditor’s 
report,  amount  to  $293,835  48,  being  an  average  of  $146,917  74  per 
annum.  By  the  report  of  Finance  committee  of  last  session,  the  ordinary 
expenses  were  estimated  at  the  sum.  of  $135,000  per  annum. — [1844,  Aud. 
R.  p.  9.  11.  172. 

The  expenses  charged  to  contingent  fund  for  two  years  past,  amount 
to  87,748.— [Aud.  R.  p.  17. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1843,  amount  to  the  sum 
of  $14-1,377  58,  a  ml  lor  the  year  1844,  there  has  been  received  and  is 
due  $151,165  57. — [Aud.  R.  p.  20. 

It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  then,  to  the  committee,  that,  by  the  efforts 
of  the  last  Legislature,  our  expenditures  were  brought  within  our  income. 
This  is  a  new  era  in  the  financial  history  of  the  State.  Let  us  now  pause 
and  see  whether  another  step  forward  cannot  be  taken. 

But  while  something  was  accomplished,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
Legislature,  two  years  ago,  by  reducing  the  (fixes  one  mill  on  the  dollar, 
struck  a  blow  against  the  credit  and  character  of  the  State,  from  which 
she  can  only  recover,  by  retracing  her  steps  and  taking  higher  and  juster 
ground  towards  her  creditors.  The  period  lias  arrived  in  which  the 
great  question  must  be  settled — (lie  greatest  that  can  come  before  any 
legislative  body,  as  to  the  payment  of  the  State,  debt.  Its  decision  can 
be  no  longer  postponed.  The  eye;  of  the  world  are  upon  us,  and  the 
honor  or  infamy,  the  prosperity  or  ruin,  of  our  young  commonwealth 
hangs  upon  our  decision.  W e  cannot  delay  this  decision,  for  to  do  nothing 
is  equivalent  to  repudiation. 

Let  us  then  pause,  and  calmly  look  our  true  position  in  the  face. 
What  is  our  debt?  What  are  our  resources?  And  what  should  be  our 
future  action? 

The  Governor  reports  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  as  follows: 


Illinms  Slate.  Debt . 


Canal  debt,  including  bonds  and  scrip, 

A  mount  of  same  drawing  interest,  - 

Interest  in  December  19,  1844,  - 

Annual  interest  on  canal  debt,  - 

Internal  Imp’ni’t.  and  Bank  stock  debt  and  State  House, 

Interest  up  to  st  January  1845,  - 

A nnual  interest  on  the  same,  --- 

Principal  ofthe  entire  debt,  - 

Amount  thereof  bearing  interest,  - 


$4,741,783  32 
4,329,339  06 
888.821  53 
259,700  00 
0,712,806  00 
1,454.378  24 
402,773  00 
1 1,454,009  79 
1 1,042.225  36 


The  entire  debt,  principal  and  interest,  calculating  the  interest  on  the 
canal  debt,  up  to  Dec.  19,  last,  and  on  the  residue,  up  to  January  1845, 
will  be  $13,777,869  56. 

This  is  doubtless  substantially  correct,  exclusive  of  the  school  fund  debt. 
To  meet  this  debt,  the  Suite  has  these  resources. 


Canal  Resources, 

The  Canal,  on  which  has  been  expended  about  $5,000,000. 
230,47  i  acres  of  Canal  lands. 

About  100  lots  in  Chicago,  unsold* 

679  44  “  Lockport  4* 

914  44  44  Ottawa  44 

1529  44  44  La  Salic  44 

44  44  Juliet  and  Du  Pace. 

O 

Stone  quarries,  coal  beds,  &c. 

Other  Resources. 


Internal  Improvement  lands. 

Lands  donated  by  Congress  under  distribution  bill, 

From  which  deduct  no.  ot  acres  sold  up  to  j\Tov.  1 1,  last,  17, 


42.000  acres. 
9  5  0,060 


/L  a 
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Leaving  unsold, 


23 1,370  acres, 
[Message,  p.  5- 

The  lands  sold,  have  averaged  §'3  to  §4  per  acre,  and  produce  an  ag¬ 
gregate  of  $05,031  27.  To  which  should  be  added  Meredasia  railroad  ' 
iron,  mills,  and  other  items  of  little  value. 

The  great  object  of  the  Legislature  two  years  ago,  was  the  reduction  of 
the  Stale  debt.  And  the  members  applied  themselves  with  great  energy 
to  accomplish  this  result.  If  the  laws  tor  putting  the  Banks  into  liquida¬ 
tion  had  been  complied  with  by  the  Banks,  they  would  have  operated  to 
reduce  the  debt  upwards  of  $3,009,060. 

By  the  law  in  relation  to  the  State  Bank,  the  debt  1  as  been  reduced  $2,- 
050,600.  The  law  in  relation  to  the  bonds  hypothecated  to  McAllister  & 
Stcbbins,  proposed  to  pay  by  taxation  the  amount  of  the  actual  advance 
by  them  of  $220,500,  on  their  surrender  of  $S0 i, 000  bonds  hypothecated 
to  them  as  security  for  the  same.  This  law  lias  not  as  yet  been  com¬ 
plied  with. 

The  Canal  law,  it  was  believed,  would  ensure  the  completion  of  that 
work,  and  provide  the  means  of  extinguishing,  within  a  few  years,  the 
canal  debt.  The  negotiations  on  that  subject  are  still  pending,  and  with 
everv  prospect  of  being  brought  at  an  early  day  to  a  successful  issue. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  payment  of  the  amount  subscribed 
is  dependant  on  the  State’s  making  some  provision  for  the  payment  ot  a 
part  of  the  accruing  interest  on  the  State  debt,  and  also  for  the  gradual 
payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest  now  due. 

Assuming  that  the  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  subscription  will 
be  filled  up.  the  financial  question  is  then  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature,  whether  we  will  comply  with  these  conditions.  Your 
committee  cannot  hesitate  in  urging  upon  the  Legislature  in  Use  strongest 
manner  the  expediency  of  doing  so. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  in'ercst  to  be  paid  is  not  specified, 
nor  is  it  supposed  by  the  committee,  that  tire  amount  [said  is  deemed  by 
bond- holders  so  important,  as  a  recognition  by  the  Slate  of  the  dent,  and 
a  determination  expressed  in  the  form  of  law,  to  pay  by  direct  taxation,  so 
much  of  the  interest  as  can  be  done  without  oppressing  the  people.  W  hat 
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are  the  consequences  of  increasing  taxation  to  an  amount  necessary  to 
pay  one  per  cent,  of  interest?  We  answer , 

1.  The  early  completion  of  the  Canal. 

2.  The  expenditure  within  our  State  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars. 

3.  The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  Canal  lands  and  lots  to  an  amount 
exceeding,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  sum  necessary  to  finish  the  Canal. 

4.  The  early  payment  of  the  whole  Canal  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
leaving  the  Canal  resources  and  ail  our  energies  to  be  devoted  to  the 
payment  of  the  remaining  debt  of  the  State. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  refuse  to  make  any  provision  for  interest,  we  lose 
all  these  advantages;  the  Canal  goes  to  decay;  the  lands  depreciate  and  be¬ 
come  comparatively  valueless;  interest  accumulates,  and  the  prospect 
of  ultimate  payment  is  utterly  hopeless.  Your  Committee  look,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  completion  of  this  work,  in  the  mode  proposed,  as  of  para¬ 
mount  importance.  The  direct  effect  which  the  completion  of  this  work 
would  have  upon  the  value  of  private  property  along  its  line,  and  upon 
the  borders  of  the  Illinois  river,  and  within  one  hundred  miles  thereof,  and 
indeed,  throughout  the  State,  would  be  very  largely  to  increase  the  amount 
of  taxable  property.  These  circumstances,  together  with  the  wealth  in 
the  form  of  capital  and  labor,  which  it  would  bring  into  the  State,  would 
very  greatly  increase  the  ability  of  the  State  to  pay. 

Having  thus  taken  a  cursory  view  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  State, 
the  amount  of  her  liabilities,  and  the  extent  of  her  means;  aside  from 
taxation,  to  pay,  and  her  present  position  in  regard  to  the  Canal  negotia¬ 
tion  we  return  and  ask  ourselves  what  more  can  and  ought  to  be  done  by 
the  State  to  extricate  her  from  her  present  humiliating  position. 

The  principal  of  the  debt,  bearing  interest,  is  a  little  over  §11,000,000. 
An  annual  increase  of  debt  by  the  accumulation  of  interest  to  the  amount 
of  §600,000,  is  not  calculated  to  cheer  or  encourage  us.  It  is  obvious, 
that  if  the  debt  Is  ever  to  be  paid,  some  plan  must  be  devised  to  arrest  this 
accumulation  of  interest.  Various  propositions  have  been  examined  by 
your  committee,  with  the  deliberate  care  which  the  importance  of  the 
subject  demanded.  Among  others,  the  plan  of  funding  the  debt  by  issuing 
bonds  for  a  less  amount  than  the  whole  debt,  and  providing  by  taxation 
for  interest  on  the  new  bonds,  has  been  suggested.  There  is  a  precedent 
for  this  in  the  history  of  our  own  National  Government,  and  in  that  of  some 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  But  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  there 
is  as  yet  no  absolute  necessity  lor  resorting  to  a  measure  so  questionable  in 
its  character,  and  which  would  be  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy;  and  even  if  that  necessity  existed,  we  entertain  serious  doubts 
whether  some  more  direct  evidence  of  an  abiding  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  S:ate  to  fulfil  her  engagements,  than  she  has  exhibited  within  the  last 
few  years,  would  not  be  necessary  before  we  could  negotiate  successfully 
with  our  creditors,  so  as  to  induce  them  to  tnke  bonds  for  a  less  amount, 
or  at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  they  hold  at  present,  and  confide  in  the 
assurance  that  the  State  would  pay  interest  on  these  new  bonds.  The 
history  of  the  Canal  negotiation  clearly  shows,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  that  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  State,  is  firs!  to  be  ccated, 
before  anything  can  be  Vine.  How  is  this  to  be  accomplished?  In  one 
way,  and  by  no  other.  By  exhibiting  a  disposition  to  do  what  wc  can  to 
ulfil  our  contracts  and  redeem  our  honor.  By  raising  by  taxation  and 
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paying  something  upon  the  public  debt.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  if  the  State  will  take  this  course,  it  is  yet  in  her  power,  honestly 
faithfully  and  honorably  to  discharge  all  her  debts,  and  regain  her  credit 
among  the  States  of  the  Union.  But  if  the  committee  are  too  sanguine 
in  this  matter  the  effort  would  at  least  create  confidence  in  our  integrity, 
and  enable  us  hereafter,  if  the  necessity  arises,  to  make  an  honorable  ar¬ 
rangement  with  our  creditors,  so  as  to  bring  our  debt  within  the  ability 
of  the  State  to  pay.  To  attempt  to  make  such  an  arrangement  now  in 
our  present  financial  situation,  your  committee  fear,  would  prove  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  We  ask  the  attention  of  the  Rouse  to  the  considerations  which 
have  brought  us  to  the  conclusion  that  we  may  yet  by  taxation  and  leg¬ 
islation,  guided  by  wisdom  and  economy,  be  enabled  to  pay  our  debts. 

We  have  already  shown  that  a  payment  of  a  small  portion  of  the  in¬ 
terest  due,  will  result  probably  in  the  completion  of  the  Canal,  under  the 
canal  law  now  in  existence.  This,  by  increasing  the  value  of  Canal  prop¬ 
erty,  and  providing  means  for  paying  the  Canal  debt,  at  once  relieves  the 
State  of  one-half  of  her  burthen,  and  at  the  same  time,  adds  greatly  to  her 
resources,  general  prosperity,  and  means  of  payment.  Let  us  provide  in 
this  way  for  the  Canal  debt,  and  the  balance  is  within  the  ability  of  the 
State  to  pay. 

If  any  entertain  doubts  whether  the  completion  of  the  Canal  would  so 
enhance  the  value  of  the  Canal  property,  as,  together  with  the  tolls,  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Canal  debt,  we  think  those  doubts  will  be 
removed  by  an  examination  of  results  produced  by  works  of  a  similar 
character. 

In  regard  to  the  farming  lands,  Gen.  Fry,  the  very  judicious  and  accu 
rate  Canal  Commissioner,  (whose  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  subject 
and  his  known  integrity  is  such  as  to  create  great  confidence  in  his  valu-» 
ation,)  estimates  their  value  at  over  $2,000,0(30.  In  the  report  of  Gov* 
Davis  and  Capt.  Swift,  which  is  marked  by  extreme  caution,  they  say, 
speaking  of  the  effect  of  the  Canal  upon  the  Canal  lands,  “That  the  lands 
of  the  State,  are  so  favorably  situated  that  their  value  will  be  enhanced, 
and  will  for  a  long  period  continue  to  increase,  and  they  will,  if  the  sales 
are  judiciously  conducted,  yield  a  large  revenue.  That  we  consider  it  a 
just  and  fair  presumption,  that  if  the  Canal  shall  be  completed,  that  they 
will  then  be  worth  $1,200,000;  and  if  gradually  sold,  as  the  demand  for 
them  shall  increase,  that  their  value  will  be  much  greater."* — [Rep.  p.  29. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  State  owns  several  hundred  lots  in  the  towns 
at  the  extremities  of  the  Canal  and  along  its  line.  The  value  of  them 
will  be  still  more  enhanced  by  its  completion,  than  farming  lands.  The 
growth  of  the  towns  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  Canal,  furnish  a  good  cri¬ 
terion  by  which  to  estimate  the  probable  growth  of  Chicago,  Lockport, 
Juliet,  Ottawa  and  La  Salle. 

The  Erie  Canal  was  finished  1825.  The  population  and  increase  in 
several  towns  along  its  border,  was  as  follows: 


Albany, 

Utica, 

Rochester, 

Buffalo, 

Your  committee 


1825. 

1835. 

1840. 

15,974 

28,109 

33,721 

5,040 

10,183 

12,782 

5,271 

14,404 

20,192 

2,000 

15.661 

is, 213 

see  no  reason  why  the  towns  along  the  line  of  our 
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Canal  should  not  increase  with  equal  rapidity,  and  if  so,  the  increase  in 
value  of  these  town  lots,  would  be  very  rapid  indeed. 

If  to  the  value  of  these  lots  and  lands,  we  add  the  revenues  of  the  Canal, 
the  business  of  which  will  embrace  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  country  bordering  on  the  lakes,  with  a  soil  of  unrivalled  fertility,  we 
think  none  can  doubt  but  its  completion  would  relieve  the  State  from  all 
necessity  of  taxation  on  account  of  the  Canal  debt. 

Your  committee  would  however,  suggest,  that  in  view  of  the  paramount 
importance  of  this  work,  and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  its  comple¬ 
tion  as  the  means  of  paying  the  State  debt,  that  in  case  the  bond  holders 
or  others,  do  no*,  within  a  reasonable  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  Legislature, 
avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Canal  law,  that  then,  duly  to  the 
bond-holders,  as  well  as  to  ourselves,  requires  that  the  proceeds  of  the  tax 
proposed  to  be  raised,  be  expended  directly  in  the  construction  of  the 
work  itself.  If  aid  from  abroad  is  hopeless,  the  stern  law  of  necessity  re¬ 
quires  that  we  should  direct  all  our  energies  to  the  completion  of  this  public 
work,  as  a  source  of  revenue.  It  requit  es  no  reasoning  to  perceive  that 
the  interest  of  the  State  and  her  creditors  is  identified,  and  bolh  require 
its  immediate  completion.  If  we  pay  one  per  cent,  of  interest,  and 
leave  the  Canal  to  go  into  decay,  the  lands  to  depreciate,  and  debts  to 
accumulate,  we  accomplish  little;  hut  if  by  an  increase  of  taxation  ap¬ 
plied  either  directly  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public,  debt,  or 
if  necessity  requires  it,  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  be  expended  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  work,  the  tax  results  in  the  completion  of  the  Canal,  either  in 
oneway  or  the  other;  and  by  this  means  we  enable  ourselves  ultimately 
to  pay  our  whole  debt.  Your  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  recommend  that  a  mill  be  added  to  the  present  rate  of  taxation 
for  1845,  1  1  2  mills  for  1810,  and  2  mills  for  1847.  The  first  mill,  however, 
to  be  transferred  from  the  county  assessment.  And  your  committee  solemn¬ 
ly  believe  that  the  passage  of  a  law  thus  increasing  taxation  will  enable  the 
State  ultimately  to  pay  her  whole  debt.  It  is  idle  wilfully  to  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  truth.  The  issue  is  taxation  or  repudiation.  Some  may  flatter 
themselves  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  Il  inois  to  do  neither.  It  is  not  so. 
In  the  eves  of  the  world,  in  the  eyes  of  history,  if  we  do  nothing,  the  in¬ 
famy  of  broken  engagements  and  of  violated  faith  must  and  will  attach  to  us. 

The  world  will  enquire  what  is  the  difference  between  denying  the 
obligation  of  a  contract,  and  admitting  its  obligation  and  neglecting  to 
keep  it — between  the  open  repudiation  of  a  debt,  and  a  fraudulent  with¬ 
holding  the  money.  Is  not  the  same  injustice  done  the  creditor  in  both 
cases,  and  it  is  of  little  consequence  by  what  name  it  is  calk'd. 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  somewhat  strange,  that  we,  in  a  report  on 
finance,  should  speak  of  national  character  and  State  pride,  as  one  of  the 
elements  of  public  prosperity  and  wealth;  but  it  needs  but  a  moment’s  re¬ 
flection  to  see  their  importance,  and  although  their  value  cannot  be  estima¬ 
ted  in  dollars  and  cents,  because,  indeed,  they  are  invaluable;  still,  there 
can  be  no  public  prosperity  or  national  greatness  without  them.  The 
character  of  a  State  is  made  up  of  that  ol  its  citizens;  and  if  Illinois  is  dis¬ 
graced,  the  stain  will  attach  to  each  of  them;  and  the  result  of  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  do  her  duty,  will  be  seen  in  driving  the  best 
and  worthiest  of  her  citizens  intoother  lands,  and  in  preventing  the  com¬ 
ing  hither  of  all  such  as  would  be  most  desirable.  The  result  would  be  a 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  real  and  personal  property,  incomparably  more 


9 


(137) 

than  the  small  tax  which  will  save  the  people  of  Illinois  from  these  evils. 
Gentlemen  may  point  to  the  rich  soil  of  our  prairies,  to  our  beautiful  groves 
and  streams,  and  rely  on  these  natural  attractions  as  adequate  inducements 
to  retain  our  settlers  and  bring  in  further  emigration.  It  will  not  do. 
These  natural  advantages  with  good  government  and  honest  laws  will  fill 
up  oar  State,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  latter,  if  our  honest  citizens  should 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  State,  as  a  people,  was  dishonest,  they 
would  exclaim,  “Give  us  another  country,  some  far-off  shore,  where  faith 
is  kept,  and  truth  and  honesty  abides.”  The  honest  emigrant,  as  he  sails 
along  our  shores  on  the  mighty  waters  which  surround  us,  on  the  Ohio,  the 
Mississippi,  or  the  Lakes,  would  shun  us  as  a  land,  a  residence  in  which 
was  personal  dishonor.  If  we  are  men  with  the  love  of  justice  and  of 
honor  that  belongs  to  men,  this  disgrace  shall  not  come  upon  us. 

The  moral  consequences  to  result  from  the  decision  of  this  question, 
are  worthy  of  serious  consideration. 

How  could  you  demand  of  citizens  to  do  justly,  and  deal  honestly  and 
honorably  with  all  men,  when  the  State  herself  furnishes  an  instance  of 
open, avowed  fraud;  with  what  face  could  your  courts  enforce  justice  be¬ 
tween  man  and  man,  when  the  State  herself,  the  foundation  of  their  au¬ 
thority,  sets  its  clearest  laws  at  defiance?  How  many  a  dishonest  man 
would  point  to  the  example  of  the  State  as  a  justification  of  his  dishonesty. 
Will  individuals  fulfil  their  obligations  and  pay  their  debts,  when  the  State 
disregards  the  just  claims  of  her  creditors?  Let  the  State  set  such  ex¬ 
amples,  and  in  vain  would  be  our  laws,  in  vain  our  courts  of  justice, 
honesty,  integrity  and  good  faith  would  disappear,  society  could  not  exist, 
and  would  resolve  itself  into  anarchy  and  confusion. 

The  Governor,  in  his  message,  truly  remarks  that  territories  adjacent 
to  Illinois  are  filling  up  with  inhabitants  at  our  expense.  The  high  and 
palmy  days  are  departed  when  we  doubled  our  population  in  a  few  years; 
and  he  asks  what  has  produced  this  change?  and  answers,  not  high  taxes, 
but  the  fear  of  them.  Your  committee  believe  that  it  has  been  as  well 
the  fear  of  no  taxes  to  pay  our  debt,  as  high  taxes,  which  has  prevented 
emigration  from  flowing  in.  The  fear  of  repudiation,  rather  than  an 
honest  effort  to  pay  our  debts.  Wc  are  sustained  in  this  position  by  the 
fact  that  the  territories  to  which  emigration  has  chiefly  gone,  have  been 
those  paying  much  higher  taxes  thnn  Illinois;  and  if  wre  enquire  whither 
the  tide  of  emigration  has  flowed  strongest,  we  shall  find  it  going  into 
the  territory  where  taxes  were  highest,  and  where  there  has  been  the 
utmost  regard  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  contracts.  Wisconsin  and  Ohio 
pay  much  higher  taxes  than  Illinois,  and  no  portion  of  the  Union  has 
advanced  with  such  rapidity  in  population  and  wealth. 

The  good  effects  of  a  permanent  and  fixed  increase  in  the  rate  of  taxa¬ 
tion  will  be,  if  we  may  judge  from  observation,  to  bring  people  into  our 
State,  and  fill  it  up  with  a  hardy,  industrious  and  honest  population.  A 
reasonable  and  permanent  tax  will  dissipate  the  fears  of  those  who  on  the 
one  hand  apprehend  very  high  taxation,  as  well  as  those  on  the  other  who 
fear  no  taxation  or  repudiation. 

The  rate  of  taxation,  as  proposed  to  be  increased,  will  still  be  lower 
than  those  in  some  of  our  sister  States.  The  rate  of  taxation  in  Ohio  is, 


10 


(138) 

for  State  purposes,  1  mill,  Canal,  5  1-2,  Common  Schools  1  1-2;  County, 
town  and  other  purposes  8  mills: — 15  mills;  7  mills  for  general  purposes. 

The  rate  in  Indiana  is  2  mills,  with  a  poll  tax  of  50  cents.  The 
ordinary  expenses  in  Indiana  for  1845,  estimated  at  $67,950;  ordinary 
expenses  for  last  fiscal  year  amount  to  $98,037  48.  No.  of  polls  taxed 
in  Indiana  in  1844,  117,536;  increase  in  the  last  year,  4,271. — 
Acres  of  land  taxable  15,583,247.  Yalue  of  taxable  property,  $115,- 
590,065,  for  1844.  Increase  in  one  year  of  $11,262,981.  It  is  per¬ 
ceived  by  this  statement  that  in  Indiana  the  annual  increase  in  taxable 
property  is  about  equal  to  the  whole  State  debt.  Would  not  one  year’s 
nett  profit  be  freely  given  to  discharge  the  aggregate  debt  of  the  State? 

Pennsylvania  has  a  3  mill  tax  to  pay  interest  on  her  debt.  It  was  2 
mills  up  to  1844,  and  is  now  increased  to  3. 

Illinois  State  tax,  2  mills;  proposed  to  increase  to  3;  county  5  mills,  and 
to  be  reduced  to  4. 

As  a  most  striking  illustration  of  the  good  effects  of  taxation,  your 
committee  would  point  to  Ohio.  By  the  most  vigorous  efforts  this  young 
State,  although  heavily  embarrassed,  and  yet  in  her  youth,  has.  amidst  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  times,  maintained  her  credit  and  fulfilled  her  en¬ 
gagements,  Taxes  have  been  higher  there  than  in  any  State  in  the 
Union.  But  under  all  her  burthens,  she  has  outstripped  every  other  State 
in  growth.  High  taxation,  instead  of  impoverishing,  has  enriched  her. 
Illinois  may  imitate  her  example  with  like  results. 

The  following  table  will  show  by  figures  how  high  has  been  her  taxes, 
and  how  wonderfully  rapid  her  increase. 


Year . 

Population. 

Taxable  Property . 

Total  taxes . 

1830 

037,903 

$577,576 

1831 

606,884 

IS32 

$72,243,032 

685,909 

1833 

78,019.526 

730,010 

1834 

75,593,312 

647,615 

1835 

93,143,0  0 

7^9,997 

1836 

85,812,382 

956,310 

1837 

* 

1S38 

103,935,018 

1,498,108 

1839 

111,224,197 

1,780,161 

1840 

1,519,407 

112,037,861 

1,749,840 

1841 

128,353,657 

1,S90,405 

1842 

132,343,835 

2,026,857 

1843 

134,000,000 

2,151,223 

1844 

1,899,258 

136,142,666 

3,340,663 

The  above 

table,  believed  to 

be  correct,  shows  an 

increase  in  wealth 

and  population  under  high  tuxes  unparalelled  in  the  history  of  nations. 

The  great  State  of  New  York  became  a  few  years  ago  embarrassed, 
and  she,  to  preserve  her  faith  and  sustain  her  credit,  imposed  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  people,  of  one  additional  mill.  The  cheerfulness  with  which  it 
was  paid,  the  approbation  with  which  the  measure  was  regarded,  demon¬ 
strates  that  the  people  are  honest  and  willing  to  make  what  is  called  a  sac¬ 
rifice  to  pay  their  debts.  Your  committee  believe  that  the  same  result  would 
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follow  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  tax  here,  and  that  it  would  be  the 
most  popular  measure  this  Legislature  could  adopt.  Pennsylvania,  the 
Keystone  State,  the  land  of  Franklin  and  honesty,  is  about  to  resume  pay¬ 
ment  of  interest  on  her  debt.  Shall  not  Illinois  be  found  making  an  effort 
at  least,  to  imitate  her  example? 

We  sec  that  the  rates  of  taxation  are  lower  in  Illinois  than  several  of 
her  sister  States:  Ohio  pays  for  general  purposes,  7  mills;  Indiana,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  poll  tax,  2  mills:  Pennsylvania,  for  the  interest  on  State  debt,  3 
mills;  while  ours  is  only  2  mills. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  said,  suppose  we  increase  taxes  1  mill,  and  pay 
$109,000  per  annum  of  interest  on  the  State  debt;  still,  it  accomplishes 
nothing,  with  $500,000  accruing  every  year  and  remaining  unpaid.  We 
answer,  that  it  will  at  least  do  away  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  with 
the  idea  that  we  mean  to  repudiate  our  debt.  It  will  give  us  a  self-respect, 
and  create  confidence  in  us  abroad.  But  still  further,  it  will  result  either 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  completion  of  the  Canal,  and  thereby  provide 
for  the  extinction  of  the  Canal  debt,  and  ultimately  of  the  whole  State 
debt.  All  estimates  for  the  future  must  be  more  or  less  conjecture.  But 
your  committee  have  great  confidence  that  the  following  calculation  will 
be  more  than  realized,  if  the  proposed  measures  are  carried  into  effect. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  proposed  tax,  with  such  retrenchment  as  can  be 
adopted,  will  raise  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  on  the  first  day  of  July  1846,  1 
per  cent,  upon  the  public  debt.  Let  this  be  continued  until  the  1st  of 
J uly  184S.  At  that  time,  if  the  subscription  under  the  Canal  law  is  taken, 
the  Canal  will  be  completed,  and  ready  to  go  info  operation. 

We  will  assume,  then,  that  on  the  1st  of  July  1S48,  the  Canal  debt  will 
be  provided  for,  interest  and  principal,  by  Canal  resources. 

We  will  assume,  further,  that  the  taxable  properly  of  the  State  will  then 
be  $109,000,000.  This  estimate  your  committee  think  too  low,  but  will 
assume  it  as  the  basis  of  calculation.  The  proposed  rate  of  taxation  for 
interest  purposes  will  be  then  2  mills  or  20  cents  on  $100,  this  will  yield 
$200,000  per  annum. 

What  will  be  our  financial  situation  then,  on  the  1st  of  July  1848.  The 
proposed  tax  will  have  paid  $100,000  per  annum,  during  the  years  1846 
and  1847.  If  we  lay  out  of  view  the  Canal  debt,  the  principal  of  the 
remaining  in  debt,  exclusive  of  the  school  fund,  is  $6,074,066 

Interest  up  to  July  1S46,  2,002,219 

$8,076,285 


Principal  of  this  debt  in  July  1848, 


6,674,066 


Interest  due  in  1848,  2,803,107 

Deduct  interest  paid  in  1846  and  1847  say  in  round  numbers,  100,600 


$2,706,1 07 
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For  tins  sum  of  buck  interest  in  1848,  lot  certificates  be  issued,  payable 
when  there  is  money  in  the  Treasury.  Leaving  this  sum  to  he  provided  for 
by  the  wisdom  of  fa*  ure  legislation,  can  the  State  under  the  proposed  sys¬ 
tem,  and  without  any  farther  increase  in  taxation,  then  resume  payment  of 
interest  on  the  public  debt?  At  that  lime  the  annual  interest  on  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  debt,  exclusive  of  Canal  will  be  $400,444 

The  proceeds  of  tax  will  be,  say ,  200,000 

$200 ,444 


The  Committee  propose  at  that  time  that  the  State  should  resume  the 
payment  of  the  entire  interest;  paying  in  1848,  one-half  by  taxation,  and 
the  balance  in  land  scrip. 

'The  following  calculation  assumes  the  taxable  propertjT  of  the  State  in 
1848;  to  he  $1U(),000,000,  and  the  rate  of  taxation  for  interest  purposes,  2 
mills  or  20  cents  on  one  hundred  dollars,  it  assumes  that  the  increase  of 
taxable  property  after  the  completion  of  the  Canal  will  be  10  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  therefore  the  amount  cf  revenue  will  increase  in  the  same 
ratio. 

The  table  will  then  show  the  .amount  to  be  paid  in  money  and  land 
scrip  for  ten  years,  at  which  time  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  without  any 
increase  of  the  rate,  will  pay  the  entire  interest. 

NO.  1. 


Amount  paid  in  money. 

Amount  paid  in  scrip . 

In  1 8 [8, 

$200,000 

1810, 

•220,0;):) 

180  000 

185  ), 

240.000 

160,000 

1851, 

200.000  ' 

140,000 

l'S5  2, 

280,000 

■  120,000 

1  850, 

300,000 

100,000 

185  4, 

3  20,000 

80,000 

1855, 

310.000 

6  fiOOO 

IAV3, 

360.000 

40.000 

057, 

380.000 

20,000 

1858, 

400,000 

00,000 

$1,100,000 

-a 


To  be  paid  in  land  scrip, 
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NO.  ° 


The  same  ratio  of  increase  from  1858  to  1870,  when  our  bonds  become 
due  would  give  the  following  sums  to  meet  the  principal,  over  and  above 
paying  the  interest. 

$440,000  Int.  $400,000  Excess  $40,000 

80,000 
120,000 
100,000 
200,000 
240,000 
280,000 
320,000 
300.000 
400,000 
480,000 
560,000 


In  1859, 

$440,000 

I860, 

480,000 

1861, 

520,000 

18b2, 

560.000 

18:3, 

600,000 

1864, 

040,000 

1865, 

680,000 

1866, 

720,000 

1867, 

760,000 

1868, 

800,000 

1869, 

880,000 

1870, 

960,000 

$8,04'), 000 

Interest, 

4,800,000 

Sinking  fund, 

$3,240,000, 

The  first  table 

shows  that  in  ten 

a 

u 

a 

« 

a 

a 

u 

u 

a 

a 

a 


a 


$3,240,000 


will  have  been  paid  in  land  scrip.  Have  we  land  sufficient  to  absorb  this 
amount  of  scrip?  We  have;  and  more.  We  have  unsold,  exc  lusive  of 
nal  lands,  234,371  acres;  which  at  $5  per  acre  Would  produce  $1,171,855. 

If  we  carry  out  the  calculation,  as  in  the  second  table,  lor  ten  or  twen¬ 
ty  years,  we  sec  without  any  increase  of  taxation,  a  sinking  fund  will  be 
created,  which,  in  process  of  time,  will  pay  the  principal  ot  the  debt. 

Your  committee  believe,  therefore,  that  they  are  justified  in  saying 
that  the  proposed  increase  of  taxation,  if  made  the  permanent  rate,  will 
result  in  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  entire  State  debt. 

As  to  the  amount  which  such  a  tax  would  raise,  at  the  rate  of  increase 
per  annum,  your  committee  would  remark,  that  the  quantity  of  lands 
becoming  taxable  in  the  State  is  increasing  with  great  rapidity.  The 
number  of  acres  sold  the  past  year  in  Illinois  is  nearly  one-half  the  whole 
amount  sold  in  the  Union.  The  number  of  acres  taxable  for  the  year 

1843,  -  was  -  -  14  271.000 

1841,  “  15,000,000 

1845,  -  will  be  -  16,132,870 

1846,  “  16,468,420 

1847,  “  16,905,813  20-100 

1848,  -  «  [estimate]  17,165/729 

1819,  -  “  “  17.500,000 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  oftaxes  will  be  rapidly  increased 
from  this  source,  without  an  increase  in  the  rate  oi  taxation. 

If  to  this  we  add  the  increase  to  result  from  the  completion  of  the  Canal, 
by  the  enhanced  value  of  lands  and  produce,  growth  of  towns,  increase 
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of  emigration,  bringing  labor  and  capital,  we  believe  our  estimate  of 
the  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  first  ten  years  at  least  is  not 
too  high. 

And  we  are  sustained  in  this  position  by  the  results  in  New  York. — 
The  value  of  taxable  property  in  the  State,  on  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
Canal  in  1825,  was  $281,000,000;  ten  years  thereafter,  1835,  $528,000,- 
000.  Showing  an  increase  of  more  than  10  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  negotiation  for  a  further  advance  from  the  bond-holders  for  the 
sum  necessary  to  complete  the  Canal,  it  is  believed  by  the  committee  will 
be  brought  to  a  successful  issue  by  the  levying  of  this  tax. 

This  is  the  condition  upon  the  performance  of  which  by  the  State,  the 
whole  subscription  will  become  absolute,  and  the  money  will  be  advanced. 
The  question  then  resolves  itself  into  this,  will  the  State  levy  a  tax  of  one 
mill  and  secure  results  so  important?  Levy  this  tax,  and  the  Canal  is 
completed,  and  the  Canal  debt  discharged,  and  with  a  reasonable  pros¬ 
pect  of  paying  our  entire  debt.  Refuse  to  levy  it,  the  Canal  remains  un¬ 
finished,  the  work  already  done  goes  to  decay,  the  Canal  lands  and  lots 
depreciate  in  value,  the  interest  accumulates,  and  no  ray  of  hope  is  left 
of  ever  paying  the  public  debt. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  the  one  mill  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  State  tax  for  the  present  year,  be  taken  from  the  county  tax, 
and  thereby  that  the  aggregate  of  taxation  paid  by  the  people,  would  be 
but  slightly  increased.  We  believe  that  in  many  of  the  counties  there  is 
a  great  want  of  economy,  and  that  the  taxes  paid  into  the  county  treas¬ 
ury  can  be  reduced  with  advantage. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  called  to  the  great  inequality 
in  the  amount  of  taxes  actually  paid  by  the  counties  in  proportion  to  their 
wealth  and  population.  The  Auditor’s  report  on  this  subject  shows 
that  in  several  counties  the  amount  received  ftom,  exceeds  the  amount 
paid  into  the  State  treasury.  This  it  is  hoped  the  new  revenue  bill 
herewith  reported  will  prevent.  Your  committee  beiieve  that  the  most 
happy  results  will  follow  the  small  increase  of  taxation  asked  for,  that  it 
is  our  interest  not  less  than  our  duty  to  impose  it.  It  is  due  no  less  to  our 
own  character  and  reputation  than  to  our  creditors.  We  conclude  by 
expressing  our  deliberate  conviction  that  on  the  imposition  of  this  tax, 
depends  the  completion  of  the  Canal,  the  ultimate  payment  of  our  debtj 
the  growth  and  prosperity,  and  reputation  of  the  State. 

In  view  of  consequences  so  vast,  results  to  be  accomplished  affecting 
so  deeply  all  which  we  as  citizens  hold  dear,  wc  will  not  believe  that  the 
General  Assembly  will  hesitate.  Time  will  show,  if  we  carry  out  the 
plan  proposed,  that  our  noble  State  is  neither  ruined  nor  bankrupt. — 
There  is  wealth  enough  beneath  our  soil  to  pay  the  debt;  it  needs  but 
bold  and  vigorous  hearts  and  industrious  hands,  (and  surely  we  have 
both  of  these)  to  dig  it  up  and  cancel  the  bond. 
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COMMUNICATION 


rj 


FROM 


THE  GOVERNOR. 


Executive  Department,  ) 

Springfield ,  Dec.  29,  1844.  \ 

lo  the  Senate , 

and  House  of  Representatives: 

On  the  13th  July,  1842,  the  late  Fund  Commissioner  leased  the  nor¬ 
thern  cross  rail  road  to  Tinsley  &  Co.  for  four  years  from  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  same  month,  reserving  an  annual  rent  of  ten  thousand  dollars; 
six  thousand  dollars  whereof  was  to  be  paid  in  current  funds,  and  the 
residue  in  State  indebtedness. 

The  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  required  the  said  road  to  be  sold. 
With  the  view  to  aid  that  object,  and  to  remove  the  incumbrance  of  a 
four  years’  lease,  three  of  which  were  unexpired,  in  pursuance  of  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  I  did,  on  the  4th  day  of  September, 
1843,  make  an  arrangement  with  Tinsley  &  Co.  to  take  up  this  lease  upon 
the  following  terms. 

1st.  To  charge  them  one  year’s  rent,  only,  in  consequence  of  some 
month  or  two  lost  by  them  in  running  the  road  on  account  of  a  want  of 
repairs  of  the  road,  engines,  cars,  &c. 

2d.  To  submit  to  this  General  Assembly,  what  deduction,  if  any, 
should  be  made  from  the  rent,  for  permanent  and  durable  repairs  made 
by  them,  calculated  to  last  through  their  whole  term,  and  of  the  benefits 
of  which  they  would  be  deprived  by  surrendering  the  lease.  The  terms 
of  surrender  will  more  fully  appear  in  the  correspondence  herewith  sub¬ 
mitted,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5. 

In  pursuance  of  general  notice,  I  proceeded  again  to  lease  the  said 
road  until  the  first  Monday  of  April  last,  the  day  appointed  for  offering 
the  same  for  sale  by  the  Auditor.  The  lease  for  this  term  was  made  at 
public  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder,  in  the  Auditor’s  office,  and  was  given 
to  John  Taylor,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  in  State  indebted¬ 
ness;  all  ot  which  has  been  paid. 

The  read  was  offered  for  sale  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  last;  and 
there  being  no  purchaser,  I  again  advertised  to  lease  the  same  at  public 
auction,  by  the  month,  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1844. 
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The  lease  was  stricken  off  to  C.  Ludlum  and  William  D.  Baxter,  on  the 
following  terms.  They  were  to  pay  in  cash  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars,  for  each  of  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August,  Sep¬ 
tember,  October,  and  November,  in  the  year  1844,  and  the  months 
of  March  and  April,  1845.  For  the  winter  months  of  December,  Janua¬ 
ry  and  February,  they  are  to  pay  such  reasonable  rent  as  may  be  agreed 
on  or  otherwise  ascertained.  They  arc  to  surrender  the  lease,  in  case  of 
the  sale  ot  the  road,  or  in  case  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  dispose  of 
it.  The  road  was  leased  ibis  time  for  cash,  for  t he  paqose  of  paying  the 
interest,  so  far  as  the  rent  would  go  to  effect  that  object,  on  the  bonds 
which  were  issued  to  the  contractors,  for  making  the  road:  and  for  the 
payment  of  interest,  on  which  the  road  was  pledged  by  law. 

The.  lessees  have  paid  on  ibis  lease,  the  sum  of  .§480. 

1  think  it  to  he  probable,  that  the  road  can  be  sold;  1  have  received  two 
propositions  lately,  for  the  purchase  of  the  same;  one,  to  pay  in  Ma  cal  is- 
ter  and  Ste bains  bonds;  and  one,  to  pay  in  State  indebtedness  with  a 
credit  on  a  portion  of  the  payment. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  required  the  Governor  to  sell  the  personal 
property  belonging  to  the  State,  the  most  considerable  item  of  which,  was 
the  railroad  iron  on  hand.  This  iron  was  daily  diminishing  in  quantity  by 
unauthorized  trespasses  on  the  same,  which  it  was  impossible  to  prevent. 
A  portion  of  it  also,  was  stored  in  a  cellar  at  Alton,  the  owner  of  which 
was  pretending  to  claim  of  the  State,  a  large  rent  by  arrangement  with  one 
of  the  former  commissioners  of  the  Board  ot  Public  Works,  TheState  had, 
also,  given  bond  and  procured  friends  in  New  Orleans  to  enter  themselves 
as  security,  to  pay  the  tariff  duties  on  ibis  iron,  in  case  it  should  not  be 
laid  down  on  some  road  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  by  act  of 
Congress.  The  duties  were  becoming  due  from  August  to  November, 
1S43.  To  save  the  payment  of  these  duties,  and  relieve  the  securities  of 
the  State,  it  was  important  that  a  sale  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  upon  terms  which  would  ensure  that  the  iron  should  be  laid 
down  on  some  railroad. 

At  that  time  there  was  but  one  railroad  In  process  of  construction,  in 
the  United  States,  on  which  such  iron  was  used;  and  this  was  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.  I  never  had  but  one  offer  to  purchase  this  iron.  The  na¬ 
ture  of  this  iron  is  such  as  to  make  it  unsuitable  to  he  used  to  any  great 
extent  for  other  purposes  than  railroads;  or  to  make  nails,  by  uniting  it 
with  the  Juniata  iron.  A  manufacturer  in  Pittsburgh,  with  whom  I  con¬ 
versed  at  St.  Louis,  expressed  some  wish  to  purchase  this  iron,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  nails,  but  would  not  give  as  much  per  ton,  as  the  iron 
was  sold  for. 

There  was  one  enquiry  made  of  me,  by  a  gentleman  from  Alton,  as  to 
the  terms  of  sale.  1  stated  to  him  the  terms  proposed  by  Malteson  and 
Bigelow,  but  never  received  any  further  answer  from  him. 

The  iron  was  sold  to  Messrs.  Matteson  &  Bigelow,  for  fortv-fivc dollars 
per  ton,  in  State  indebtedness; — all  of  which,  has  been  paid.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  iron,  together  with  the  amount  received,  will  appear  in  the  ac¬ 
count  current  herewith  submitted,  and  marked  six,  (ti.) 

The  iron  was,  according  to  contract  with  Matteson  &  Bigelow,  laid 
down  on  a  railroad  in  Michigan,  in  time  to  save  the  payment  of  duties. 
This  iron  had,  however,  been  seized  for  the  payment  of  duties,  ly  the 
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Custom  House  officers  at  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati,  and  was  only  released 
by  Mr.  Matteson,  himself,  giving  bond  and  security;  and  by  an  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  large  amount  of  timber  and  stone  bad  bpen  provided  by  the  State 
for  the  improvement  on  Rock  river,  at  Vandruffs  Island;  also,  on  the 
Tremont  and  Pekin  railroad — on  the  Central  railroad,  and  on  the  Alton 
and  Mount  Carmel  railroad.  I  authorized  Mr.  Andrews,  the  sheriff  of 
Rock  Island  county,  to  sell  the  materials  at  Vandruff’s  Island ;  Middleton 
Tackerberry,  of  Pekin,  to  sell  the  timber  and  stone  on  the  Tremont  and 
Pekin  railroad;  Elijah  Adams  and  John  M.  Kelly,  who  were  also  appoin¬ 
ted  to  value  certain  lands  and  property,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  to  incor¬ 
porate  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  to  sell  the  timber  on  the 
Central  railroad;  and  John  M.  Kelly  was  appointed  to  sell  the  timber  on 
the  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel  railroad.  All  these  materials  were  sold  for 
State  indebtedness,  except  in  some  instances  whole  notes  ofhand  were  ta¬ 
ken;  all  of  which  will  appear  in  the  account  current,  numbered  6. 

I  also  appointed  D.  H.  T.  Moss  to  take  an  account  of,  and  sell  the 
timber,  on  the  railroad  from  Peru  to  Dixon;  but  in  consequenee  of  being 
opposed  and  resisted  by  the  Illinois  and  Rock  river  railroad  company  no 
sales  were  made. 

On  the  10th  day  of  March,  1843,  I  appointed  Elijah  Adams  and  John 
M.  Kelly,  to  value  the  lands  and  right  of  way  on  the  Central  railroad, 
and  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Springfield  to  the  eastern  boun¬ 
dary  line  of  the  State,  in  pursuance  of  the  “Act  to  incorporate  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company;”  and  the  “x4et  to  provide  for  the  completion 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad.” 

John  M.  Kelly  served  in  this  capacity  for  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
days,  and  was  paid  therefor  at  the  rate  of  $3  50  per  day  in  Auditor’s 
warrants,  which  at  the  several  times  of  payment,  were  at  a  discount  of 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

Elijah  Adams  served  in  this  capacity  for  two  hundred  and  two  days 
and  was  allowed  for  one  hundred  and  sixteen  days,  at  the  rate  of  $ 3  0.0 
per  day;  and  for  the  residue  of  the  time  at  the  rate  o{  $3  50  per  day,  in 
warrants,  being  at  a  like  discount,  for  a  part  of  the  time. 

On  the2lst  day-of  September  1843,1  appointed  Frederick  Doyle  to 
act  in  the  place  of  John  M.  Kelly,  (who  was  disabled  by  sickness.)  in  val¬ 
uing  the  lands,  road,  and  right  of  way,  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad. 
Mr.  Doyle  served  in  this  capacity  for  sixty-four  days,  and  was  paid  there¬ 
for  at  the  rate  of  $3  50  per  day  in  Auditor’s  warrants. 

Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Kelly  report  the  Central  railroad,  the  right  of  way, 
and  the  depot  lands  at  Cairo,  to  be  of  the  value  of  $400,482. 

Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Doyle  report  the  value  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail¬ 
road  from  Springfield  to  the  eastern  boundary,  to  be  $102,764  73;  and 
that  portion  of  it  lying  between  Springfield  and  Meredosia,  together  with 
all  depots,  railroad  and  engine  houses,  and  other  appurtenances  on  the 
line  to  be  $234,515  50. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1843,  I  appointed  the  Hon.  John  Dougherty 
to  make  temporary  leases  of  the  depot  lands  at  Cairo,  in  pursuance  of  the 
“Act  to  incorporate  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company.”  He  reports, 
that  he  has  found  it  to  be  impracticable  to  make  such  leases,  upon  terms 


6 


(150) 

which  would  yield  any  thing  to  the  State;  and  has  demanded  no  compen¬ 
sation  for  his  trouble. 

I  also  appointed  David  Markley  to  value  some  of  the  State  lands  which 
were  supposed  to  have  a  peculiar  value  on  account  of  timber  and  water 
privileges;  and  to  select  and  value  other  lands,  in  lieu  of  former  selec- 
tions  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Mr. 
M  arkley  served  in  this  capacity  fifty  one  days,  and  was  paid  therefor  at 
the  rate  of  $3  00  per  day,  and  $15  0  )  for  the  hire  of  a  horse. 

In  pursuance  of  law  1  also  appointed  William  M.  Jackson,  Gholson 
Kercheval,  and  James  Mitchell,  to  assess  the  damages  which  the  contrac¬ 
tors  on  the  canal  had  sustained,  in  consequence  of  being  deprived  of  their 
contracts.  They  again  appointed  J.  L.  Loop,  Esq.,  to  be  their  Secreta¬ 
ry.  The  first  three  gentlemen,  in  the  aggregate,  served  four  hundred 
and  seventy-two  days,  and  were  paid  therefor  at  the  rate  of  $3  50  per  day. 
Mr.  Loop  served  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  days,  and  was  paid  there¬ 
for  at  the  rate  of  $3  50  per  day. 

William  Williamson  also  served  a  number  of  days  in  valuing  lands  ly¬ 
ing  in  Shelby  and  Coles  counties,  for  which  he  as  yet  has  received  noth¬ 
ing. 

The  pay  allowed  to  these  gentlemen  may  appear  high  to  the  present 
General  Assembly.  But  it  must  be  recollected  that  it  was  necessary  to 
get  competent  men  for  these  appointments;  and  that  the  pay  allowed 
them,  was  less  than  what  was  received  by  the  last  General  Assembly; 
and  that,  at  the  times  when  the  payments  were  made,  Auditor’s  warrants 
were  but  little  more  valuable  than  they  were  at  the  adjournment  of  the 
last  session. 

There  appears  also  to  be  some  inequality  in  the  amounts  allowed  to  dif¬ 
ferent  persons.  This  was  produced  by  calculating  the  cash  value  of  war¬ 
rants  at  the  different  times  of  payment,  and  by  the  nature  of  the  service. 

The  damages  assessed  to  the  contractors  on  the  line  of  the  canal  amount 
to  $287,727  43;  of  which  sum  8230,000  has  been  paid,  or  ready  to  be  paid 
them  pro  rata,  in  such  scrip  as  I  was  authorized  by  law  to  issue.  This 
payment  exhausted  the  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session;  and  I 
strongly  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  to  provide  at  this  session 
for  issuing  scrip  for  the  residue.  I  regard  their  claim  as  being  highly 
meritorious. 

Appeals  have  been  taken  in  fifteen  cases;  and  of  these,  all  but  two 
have  been  finally  adjudicated  on,  or  settled. 

i  have  myself  sold  personal  property  belonging  to  the  State,  consisting 
principally  in  engineering  instruments,  ond  railroad  iron  to  the  amount 
of  $27,1S3  54,  principal  and  interest,  in  scrip;  and  $12  in  cash;  which 
will  appear  in  the  account  current,  numbered  6. 

The  State  mills  at  Carmi  and  New  Haven,  on  the  Little  Wabash  river, 
were  rented  by  order  of  the  late  Fund  Commissioner,  on  the  5th  day  of 
May,  1841,  the  former  to  Reuben  Emerson,  for  two  years,  for  the  annual 
rent  of  $400,  and  the  latter  to  John  Wood,  for  two  years  for  the  annual 
rent  of  $400. 

No  rent  has  yet  been  received;  and  from  information  of  the  agent  there 
and  from  other  sources,  I  think  it  probable  that  none  could  as  yet  have 
been  collected.  The  mills  have  been,  and  are  now,  in  a  ruinous  condition, 
and  well  calculated  to  break  any  man,  who  might  undertake  to  run  them. 
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I  have  caused  the  judgment  against  the  late  William  Kinney,  deceased, 
for  $10,000,  to  he  revived  against  his  executor,  and  execution  to  be  issu¬ 
ed.  As  yet  it  has  not  been  paid;  but  I  have  strong  hopes  that  the  amount 
will  be  realized  before  the  last  of  this  month. 

You  will  see  by  the  reports  of  former  Fund  Commissioners,  printed  in 
the  volumes  of  documents,  that  the  State  has  claims  on  the  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce;  the  Poughkeepsie  Locomotive  Engine  Company ;  the  Erie  County 
Bank;  and  is  interested  in  certain  Tonawanda  drafts,  for  the  sum  of  $20,- 
885  60. 

The  claims  upon  these  corporations,  have  long  been  considered  despe¬ 
rate;  though  it  has  been  thought  that  possibly  something  might  be  obtained 
by  the  careful  and  diligent  prosecution  of  a  suit  at  law  or  in  chancery. 
To  go  to  law  with  them  and  pay  the  extravagant  costs  and  counsel  fees 
charged  in  the  State  of  New  York,  seemed  to  me  like  throwing  money 
away,  to  no  purpose. 

I,  therefore,  directed  Charles  Oakley,  on  the  13th  of  March  last,  then 
in  New  York,  to  make  any  arrangement  for  the  advantage  of  the  State; 
and  to  receive  any  species  of  indebtedness,  (except  coupons  alone,)  in 
payment.  The  Tonawanda  drafts,  it  appears  from  the  report  of  Messrs. 
Buggies  and  Howe,  and  from  other  information,  corroborating  their  re¬ 
port,  are  in  as  bad  a  condition  as  the  others.  I  sumbmit  their  report, 
which  is  numbered  7. 

Mr.  Oakley  was  also  authorized  to  settle  these  drafts  upon  the  same 
terms.  I  have  not  yet  received  his  report,  and  can  give  no  infoimation  as 
to  the  present  state  of  these  matters.  When  received,  it  will  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you. 

It  appears  that  John  Delafield,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  indebted 
to  the  State  for  bonds  purchased  by  him  of  Messrs.  Rawlings,  Oakley,  and 
Reynolds;  and  that  this  debt  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1841,  amounted 
to  $458,893  84.  This  debt  had  long  been  considered  doubtful,  and  even 
desperate  to  be  recovered  at  law,  as  will  appear  by  the  reports  of  Richard 
F.  Barret,  former  Fund  Commissioner,  as  printed  in  the  reports  of  the  ses¬ 
sion  of  1840, ’41,  at  pages  20,  331.  A  suit  in  equity,  had  been  instituted 
against  Delafield;  an  injunction  issued,  but  nothing  was  likely  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  him.  His  circumstances  became  more  desperate  every  day. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Jate  Fund  Commissioner,  entered  into  a 
compromise  with  him,  and  took  his  four  notes,  without  security,  (which  I 
aim  informed  could  not  be  obtained,)  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents, 
dated  on  the  21st  of  April,  1841,  payable  in  one,  two,  three,  and  four 
years;  and  also  procured  the  notes  of  John  Tillson,  Jr.,  for  four  addition¬ 
al  sums  of  equal  amounts,  payable  in  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years,  for 
the  remaining  half  of  the  debt.  The  notes  of  Delafield  are  not  regaided 
as  of  any  value.  The  notes  of  Mr.  Tillson  are  payable  in  State  indebt¬ 
edness;  and  were  secured  by  mortgage  on  the  Quincy  House  and  the 
furniture  therein,  supposed  at  the  time  to  be  worth  from  fifty  to  sixty 
thousand  dollars  in  good  money.  As  the  last  instalment  is  not  yet  due 
from  Mr.  Tillson,  the  mortgage  has  not  been  foreclosed.  Suit  has  not 
been  prosecuted  against  him  on  his  notes.  First,  because,  from  informa¬ 
tion  which  I  relied  on,  I  had  just  grounds  to  believe  that  without,  and 
probably  with,  the  willing  co-operation  of  Mr.  Tillson,  such  a  suit  would 
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have  been  unavailing.  Secondly,  Mr.  Tillson  offered  me  terms  of  settle¬ 
ment,  which  might  be  for  the  interest  of  the  State  to  accept;  but  which  I 
preferred  to  refer  to  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature.  I  understand  that 
the  matter  will  be  brought  before  you;  and  you,  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  must  judge  of  it,  as  you  believe  the  public  interest  requires. 

I  have  received  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  since  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  paid  the  same  into  the  Treasury, the 
sum  of  $30,576  60,  of  the  three  per  cent,  school  fund;  and  there  is  now 
due  from  the  same  source,  the  sum  of  $7,645  17,  which  has  not  been  re¬ 
ceived;  but  for  which  the  commissioners  of  the  school  fund  have  reques¬ 
ted  the  Treasury  Department  to  transmit  a  draft,  but  which  has  not  yet 
been  received. 

1  have  also  received  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  sum 
of  $43,996  10,  under  the  act  of  Congress  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands;  of  which  sum,  I  have  paid  into  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of 
forty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  eight  dollars  and  ten  cents;  twen¬ 
ty-five  dollars  was  paid  for  the  transportation  of  specie  to  the  seat  of  gov¬ 
ernment;  thirteen  dollars  "was  paid  for  the  boxes  containing  it;  and,  as  I 
informed  the  General  Assembly,  in  my  message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  I  advanced  $3,000  to  Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan,  to  bear  their 
expenses  to  Europe,  as  Commissioners  under  the  canal  law.  That  law 
required  me  to  negotiate  with  the  bond -holders.  It  was  not  to  be  expec¬ 
ted  that  I  could  leave  the  seat  of  government  for  a  length  of  time  suffi¬ 
cient  to  carry  on  the  negotiation  myself;  or  that  I  could  do  it  with  any 
probability  of  success  whilst  remaining  here.  The  execution  of  the  law 
imperatively  required  the  agency  of  others;  and  that  a  sum  of  money 
should  be  advanced  for  expenses.  Strictly  and  technically  speaking,  I 
ought  to  have  covered  the  amount  by  a  warrant  on  the  contingent  fund; 
and  such  was  my  intention,  when  the  money  was  advanced.  But  the  laws 
of  the  last  session,  in  relation  to  the  canal;  the  valuing,  advertising  and 
selling  the  State  property  required  so  many  agencies,  the  expenses  of 
which,  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  that  I  preferred  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the  Legislature  to  allow  it.  Your 
honorable  bodies  will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  had  no  benefit  of  this  money 
myself,  and  that  in  advancing  it,  I  was  consulting  no  interest  of  my  own, 
but,  as  I  supposed,  and  yet  believe,  I  acted  for  the  public  interest 
only.  In  reference  to  the  contingent  fund,  I  will  make  this  further  re¬ 
mark.  The  amount  drawn  on  it  seems  to  be  large;  but  something  like 
two  thousand  dollars  or  upwards,  were  for  expenses  which  accrued 
during  the  administration  of  my  predecessor  in  office. 

The  following  settlements,  and  arbitrations  have  been  made  and  had 
in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  last  session. 

N.  H.  Purple  and  James  M.  Morse  were  appointed  arbitrators  on  an 
account  of  Frederick  Hawn,  to  whom  they  awarded  the  sum  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  myself,  settled  the  account  of  J. 
D.  Whiteside,  late  Fund  Commissioner,  and  certified  as  follows:  “We 
the  undersigned,  Governor  and  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  do  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  both 
debit  and  credit,  and  have  examined  all  the  vouchers  on  the  credit 
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side  thereof,  of  each  item,  and  have  found  the  same  in  every  part  cor¬ 
rect.” 

Norman  H.  Purple,  S.  J.  Iankiewicz,  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  were  cho¬ 
sen  to  arbitrate  the  account  of  A.  G.  Henry,  late  State  House  Commis¬ 
sioner,  who,  after  hearing  evidence  for  twelve  days,  awarded  in  favor  of 
the  State  the  sum  of  $27 1. 

The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  State  Treasurer,  and  myself,  settled 
the  account  of  R.  F.  Barret,  former  Fund  Commissioner, and  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  certificate:  “Having  had  R.  F.  Barret,  late  Fund  Commissioner, 
before  us  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  within  account,  and  having  ex¬ 
amined  all  his  accounts  and  vouchers  and  other  proofs,  do  find  and  deter¬ 
mine  that  the  said  account  is  correct,  with  the  exception  that  we  do  not 
find  any  balance  against  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  with  the  further  excep¬ 
tion  that  we  have  not  taken  into  consideration  a  claim  of  the  said  Barret 
for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  by  him  received  of  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co., 
and  one  thousand  dollars  of  which  was  paid  by  him  to  Williamson  Gate- 
wood,  Esq.,  and  which  sum  was  not  afterwards  allowed  as  a  credit  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  said  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.  in  their  settlement  with  the  State, 
which  $1,500,  is  to  be  paid  them  by  the  State.” 

I,  myself,  settled  with  Blaine,  Tompkins  &  Barret,  and  I  received  from 
them  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents  principal  and  interest  in  internal  improvement  scrip. 

John  Calhoun  and  J.  M.  Morse  were  chosen  arbitrators  to  settle  an  ac¬ 
count  of  Charles  H.  Lanphier,  administrator  of  W.  B.  Lanphier,  deceas¬ 
ed,  and  awarded  in  favor  of  said  Lanphier  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

I,  myself,  settled  an  account  of  Charles  H.  Lanphier,  due  him  in  his 
proper  person,  and  awarded  him  $55. 

On  settlement,  I  awarded  to  Oliver  Diefendorfif  the  sum  of  fifty-two 
dollars. 

On  settlement  I  awarded  to  S.  A.  Buckmaster  $261. 

On  settlement,  I  awarded  to  J.  B.  Thomas  the  sum  of  $100. 

On  settlement,  I  allowed  to  C.  LuJlum  the  sum  of  $168  57. 

James  A.  McDougall  was  chosen  umpire  on  a  claim  of  John  Taylor, 
award  in  favor  of  Taylor  for  $296  78. 

On  settlement  with  Isaac  Demint  he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  $94. 

In  all  of  the  above  cases,  no  payments  have  been  made,  otherwise  than 
by  a  mere  written  certificate  of  the  amount. 

A  claim  has  been  presented  to  me  by  the  agent  of  the  trustees  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  has  not  been  settled;  I  have  not 
had  such  full  evidence  before  me,  as  to  be  thoroughly  satisfied  of  its  correct¬ 
ness.  Such  evidence,  I  am  informed  can  now  be  had;  and  as  the  Legis¬ 
lature  is  in  session,  I  refer  the  agent  to  the  General  Assembly  for  a  set¬ 
tlement. 

The  accounts  between  the  State  and  State  Bank,  have  not  been  finally 
closed.  There  is  but  one  matter  in  controversy  between  the  parties. 
Which  is,  whether  the  Bank  was  bound  to  make  dividends  to  the  State, 
during  the  suspension  of  soecie  payments,  when  no  dividends  were  de¬ 
clared  in  favor  of  the  private  stock-holders.  If  these  dividends  should  be 
allowed,  the  Bank  will  probably  owe  the  State  something  in  addition  to 
its  stock.  If  they  are  not  allowed,  the  State  will  owe  the  Bank.  Upon 
this  subject,  I  ask  the  direction  of  the  Legislature. 
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The  Bank  of  Illinois,  on  the  27th  day  of  February*  1843,  paid  me  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  State  indebtedness,  and  I  transferred  to  the 
Bank  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  same  amount  of  stock  held  by  the  State. 
The  last  half  million  of  stock  has  not  been  paid  for  by  the  Bank;  but  a 
tender  has  been  made,  the  nature  of  which  I  have  already  communicated 
to  the  General  Assembly.  I  have  not  sold  the  residue  of  the  stock  be¬ 
cause  no  person  would  give  the  price  which  I  was  compelled  by  law  to 
ask  for  it.  From  the  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioner,  I  judge  that  this 
stock  is  not  of  much  value;  and  never  will  sell  for  an  equal  amount  of 
State  indebtedness.  The  report  of  the  commissioner  is  herewith  trans¬ 
mitted,  and  numbered  8. 

Early  in  the  year  1843*  I  received  letters  from  the  creditors  of  the  State, 
complaining  that  a  portion  of  the  interest  due  the  first  of  July,  1841,  re¬ 
mained  unpaid,  and  that  certain  sums  were  due  for  advances  to  assist  in 
paying  that  interest.  Two  of  these  letters,  one  from  Hope  &  Co.,  and 
another  from  S.  Jaudon,  former  sub-agent  of  the  Fund  Commissioners, 
numbered  9  and  10,  are  herewith  submitted. 

If  the  facts  in  these  letters  were  true,  it  was  evident  that  the  persons 
therein  named  had  a  high  claim  on  the  State. 

I,  therefore,  directed  Messrs.  Oakley  and  Ryan,  to  inquire  into  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  claim,  and  if  they  found  it  to  be  as  stated  in  those  letters,  to 
pay  it.  My  letter  to  them  is  numbered  1 1. 

All  of  the  July  interest,  1841,  had  been  paid  except  this,  and  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  this  out  of  the  moneys  due  us  in  England,  appeared  to  me  to  be 
necessary  to  put  all  of  our  creditors  upon  an  equal  footing.  It  appears 
also  that  the  amount  due  from  the  estate  of  Wright  &  Co.,  had  been  en¬ 
joined  by  a  Mrs.  Huxtable,  a  copy  of  the  abstractor  the  bill  in  chancery, 
(marked  A.)  for  that  purpose,  is  herewith  communicated  to  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  money  due  from  Wiight  &  Co.  had  not  been  ap¬ 
propriated  by  law,  except  by  the  general  law  requiring  the  Fund  Com¬ 
missioners  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  which  laws  are  yet  un¬ 
repealed. 

It  may  be  said  that  a  more  advantageous  but  less  honorable  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  money  might  have  been  made  in  purchasing  State  indebted¬ 
ness  at  a  discount.  In  my  opinion,  however,  no  such  attempt  could  have 
succeeded.  The  money  was  already  enjoined  by  one  person  in  chancer}’, 
which  is  an  interminable  proceeding  in  England,  if  any  effort 
bad  been  made  to  use  it  in  buying  up  bonds  at  a  discount,  or  to  remove 
it  to  this  country,  it  would  have  been  seized  by  attachment;  or  the  pay¬ 
ment  would  have  been  enjoined  in  chancery;  and  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  English  courts  to  have  seen  that  justice  was  done  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  their  own  country.  Justice,  expediency,  and  honor,  seemed  to  be 
on  the  side  of  payment;  whilst  the  plan  of  laying  out  the  money  in  pur¬ 
chasing  bonds  at  a  discount,  or  removing  the  money  to  this  country,  in¬ 
volved  the  evident  risk  of  failure;  and  the  certain  dishonor  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Ryan’s  report  on  the  subject  numbered  12,  and  the  documents  ac* 
companying  it  marked  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  are  herewith  communicated, 
and  will  fully  show  the  condition  of  our  demand  on  the  estate  of  Wright 
&  Co.;  the  amount  received;  the  sum  yet  due;  the  application  of  the 
portion  of  it  received;  and  all  the  transactions  of  Mr.  Oakley  and  him¬ 
self,  in  reference  to  this  claim. 
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1  have  been  requested  by  resolution  to  state  to  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  what  has  been  done  with  the  $37,206  39,  which  the  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois  was  entitled  to  at  the  meeting  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
&c.  In  answer  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  that  the  commissioners 
of  the  school  fund  at  the  meeting  of  the  last  session,  then  consisting  of 
Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Shields,  and  myself,  held  a  Treasury  draft  for  $17,- 
438  23.  This  was  duly  paid  into  the  Treasury.  It  was  part  and  parcel 
of  the  sum  then  due.  The  residue  was  subsequently  received  as  a  part 
of  the  $30,576  60,  already  spoken  of.  These  sums  were  paid  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  counties  for  interest  on  the  school  fund;  and  I  have  been  informed  that 
a  portion  has  been  paid  out  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  the  present  session. 

Some  of  the  lands  ordered  to  be  sold  by  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
were  valued  by  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Adams;  others  by  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Doyle;  and  others  by  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Markley.  The  residue  of 
the  lands  were  valued  by  myself,  principally  from  the  valuation  of  the 
persons  by  whom  they  were  selected,  and  from  other  sources  of  infor¬ 
mation. 

I  have  received  from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  the  sum  of  $94,- 
016  91  in  bonds  and  scrip,  principal  and  interest,  for  lands  sold. 

From  the  State  Treasurer  I  have  received  $23,645  91  in  scrip,  princi¬ 
pal  and  interest;  and  $1,530  09  in  notes  and  accounts. 

I  have  received  from  sales  and  settlements  made  by  myself,  and  by 
Messrs.  Andrews,  Tackerberry,  Adams,  and  Kelly,  $48,432  93  in  scrip, 
principal  and  interest;  making  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  $166  095  75  in 
scrip. 

And  from  Messrs.  Adams  and  Kelly,  notes  to  the  amount  of  $280  26, 
which,  together  with  those  received  from  the  Treasurer,  amount  to  $1,- 
S10  35.  All  of  which  will  appear  in  the  account  current  submitted  here¬ 
with  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Much  of  this  information  is  communicated  in  answer  to  the  calls  of  the 
two  Houses.  The  residue  called  for  will  be  furnished  at  an  early  day. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  report,  are  transmitted  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  the  exception  of  those  relating  to  the  estate  of 
Wright  &  Co.,  copies  of  which  are  furnished  to  both  Houses. 

The  lenity  shown  to  the  public  debtors  residing  in  the  State,  in  not  pros¬ 
ecuting  claims  against  them  with  the  utmost  rigor,  has  not,  I  am  satisfied, 
been  the  means  of  losing  any  thing  to  the  State. 

They  are  all  as  wed)  able  to  pay  now',  and  many  of  them  better  able, 
than  they  have  been  for  the  last  two  years.  The  great  scarcity  of  money; 
the  difficulty  in  selling  property;  and  the  inefficiency  of  the  laws  for  col¬ 
lecting  debts,  for  the  last  two  years,  would  have  made  an  effort  to  collect 
with  rigor,  more  expensive  than  profitable. 

If  the  Legislature  desire  the  claims  against  the  delinquent  Banks  in 
New  York,  to  be  pursued  at  law,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
provision  for  costs  and  counsel  fees;  which,  by  the  practice  there,  must 
be  advanced,  or  secured,  before  any  thing  can  be  done. 

The  last  session  abolished  the  office  of  Fund  Commissioner,  but  did  not 
abolish  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Board;  I  found  the  services  ol  that 
officer  absolutely  necessary,  to  make  explanations  and  give  me  informa¬ 
tion,  which  I  could  not  have  procured  elsewhere.  He  has  as  3  et  received 
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no  compensation;  and  I  hope  that  a  reasonable  provision  will  be  r?  ade 
for  this  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  seen  a  newspaper  account  of 
the  decision  of  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  England  in  Mrs.  Huxtable’s  case  ; 
by  which  it  appears  that  although  her  bill  contained  the  substratum  of  a 
good  case,  yet  it  was  so  defectively  stated  that  the  bill  was  dismissed.  This 
decision  wa3  made  after  the  compromise  with  her  by  Messrs.  Ryan  and 
Oakley,  and  of  course  neither  she  nor  the  State  of  Illinois,  had  any  fur¬ 
ther  interest  in  prosecuting  or  defending  the  suit.  Having  spoken  of  the 
money  coming  from  the  estate  of  Wright  &  Co  ,  as  being  subject  to  at¬ 
tachment  in  England,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  this  case  did  not  in¬ 
volve  the  question  whether  it  was  so  liable  in  case  of  an  undisputed  claim; 
nor  in  a  case  where  the  money  had  been  duly  paid  over  by  the  officers  of 
court  to  an  agent  of  the  State.  The  law  undoubtedly  would  be  that  the 
money  could  not  be  attached  until  paid  over  to  the  agent;  because  until 
then  it  is  not  the  property  of  the  State;  but  so  soon  as  paid  over  it  would 
in  my  opinion,  have  been  most  assuredly  subject  to  attachment. 

THOMAS  FORD. 


(No.  1.) 

Springfield,  August  29,  1843. 

S.  M.  Tinsley  &  Co. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  the  lessees  for  four  years  of  the  Northern  Cross 
Rail  road.  An  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly  required  it  to  be  sold 
for  State  indebtedness;  and  by  a  resolution  of  that  body  I  am  authori¬ 
zed  to  procure  the  surrender  of  your  lease,  and  to  settle  with  you  upon 
such  terms  as  I  may  think  equitable  and  just  and  most  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  State:  Provided  however ,  that  lam  not  allowed  to  prom¬ 
ise  to  pay,  or  to  pay  you  any  thing  for  the  lease  which  you  hold. 

I  have  already  had  some  conversation  with  you  on  this  subject  and  with 
a  view  of  bringing  the  matter  to  a  close  in  a  definite  form,  I  now  address 
you  and  enquire  of  you  upon  what  terms  consistent  with  the  resolution 
above  quoted  you  are  willing  to  surrender  your  lease;  and  I  have  to  ask 
of  you  that  you  will  at  once  propound  your  most  favorable  terms. 

I  am  rcspectfullv,  &c. 

"  THOMAS  FORD. 


(No.  2.) 

Springfield,  Illinois,  August  30th,  1843. 
To  His  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford: 

Sir:  Y  our  communication  of  this  fdate  relative  to  our  lease  on  the 
Northern  Cross  Rail  road  is  received,  and  being  anxious  to  meet  the  views 
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of  the  Legislature  in  making  sale  of  the  road,  will  relinquish  said  lease  on 
the  following  terms,  to-wit: 

1st.  We  will  account  to  the  State  for  one  years  rent  according  to 
said  lease,  in  full  for  the  use  of  said  road. 

!2d.  The  State  to  account  to  us  in  said  settlement  for  all  the  cars,  mate¬ 
rials  and  permanent'  new  works  made  on  the  engines,  that  we  now  have 
on  the  road. 

3d.  The  State  to  account  to  us  for  all  the  moneys  actually  expended 
in  repairs  on  said  road.  You  will  readily  perceive  the  justice,  that  we 
should  be  paid  for  those  repairs,  as  we  give  up  said  lease,  three  years  be¬ 
fore  its  termination;  therefore,  the  State  must  receive  all  the  advantages 
of  said  repairs.  If  this  proposition  meets  your  views  you  will  please  ap¬ 
point  some  one  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  receive  said  road  and  all 
materials. 

Yours  respectfully, 

S.  M.  TINSLEY  &  CO. 

P.  S.  The  loss  of  time  by  the  broken  up  condition  of  the  engines  and 
cars,  when  we  took  the  road,  is  the  reason  we  propose  paying  for  one 
year’s  rent  only,  and  the  machinery  and  road  being  now  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  compared  with  that  we  received  it  in. 

S.  M.  T.  &  CO. 


(No.  3.) 

Springfield,  Illinois,  September ,  4,  1843. 

S.  M.  Tinsley  &  Co. 

Gentlemen;  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  30th  of  August  last. 
The  proposition  which  you  make  to  be  accountable  for  one  year’s  rent  is 
accepted.  But  in  addition  to  this  the  State  will  require  you  to  be  accoun¬ 
table  for  the  amount  assumed  by  you  for  Morse  and  Watson  supposed  to 
be  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  agreeable  to  your  understanding  with 
them  and  the  late  Fund  Commissioner. 

You  will  also  be  required  to  be  accountable  for  any  other  sum  which 
you  may  have  assumed  to  pay  for  other  persons  on  account  of  the  said 
road  or  any  of  the  depots  belonging  thereto. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  thatif  you  surrender  your  lease  now  you 
ought  to  be  allowed  forall  permanent  improvements  and  repairs  of  the 
road,  of  the  use  of  which  you  will  be  deprived  by  the  surrender.  And 
bv  the  terms  of  your  lease  4*you  are  to  be  allowed  value  for  all  locomo¬ 
tives,  cars,  shops,  tools  and  other  necessary  articles,  over  and  above  those 
furnished  to  you  by  the  State.” 

I,  therefore,  agree  that  in  consideration  you  will  surrender  your  lease 
that  you  shall  be  allowed  the  reasonable  value  of  all  such  improvements 
and  repairs  of  the  road  above  alluded  to,  and  all  permanent  new  works 
for  the  use  of  the  road  the  benefit  of  which  is  surrendered  with  the  lease. 

1  also  agree  that  you  shall  have  value  allowed  you  for  all  locomotives, 
cars,  shops,  tools,  and  all  other  necessary  articles  over  and  above  those 
furnished  you  by  the  S'ate. 

There  will  however,  be  a  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  will  be  proper 
to  be  allowed  you  on  these  accounts.  I  apprehend  that  it  will  be  neces* 
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sary  to  enter  into  a  pretty  long  examination  of  witnesses,  a  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  which  1  have  neither  time  nor  power  to  enter  upon. 

1  will  however  make  you  this  proposition,  that  the  precise  sum  which 
you  shall  be  allowed  on  account  of  the  repairs  and  fixtures  and  other  mat¬ 
ters  above  alluded  to,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  a 
committee  of  which  can  take  all  the  examinations  under  oath  and  can 
judge  of  the  amount  to  be  allowed  much  better  than  I  can. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  whether  you  will 
accede  to  the  propositions  herein  contained. 

1  am  respectfully,  &c. 

THOMAS  FORD. 


(No.  4.) 

Springfield,  III.,  Sept .  4, 1843. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Ford: 

Yours  of  this  date  is  received  and  we  hereby  accept  of  the  proposition 
therein  contained. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

S.  M.  TINSLEY  &  CO. 


(No.  5.) 

Springfield,  Sept.  6,  1843. 

S.  M.  Tinsley  &  Co: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  September  the  4th,  in 
which  you  assent  to  the  propositions  for  the  surrender  of  your  lease 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  contained  in  my  letter  to  you  of  that  date, 
and  I  have  accordingly  appointed  Mr.  James  M.  Morse  to  receive  the  road 
and  the  stock  on  hand. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


15 


(159) 


No.  6. 


THOMAS  FORD ,  Ex-Officio  Fund  Commissioner ,  tn  account  with  the 

State  of  Illinois. 


Date. 


Particular  items. 


1843. 

June  1. 

tc 

tf 

June  24. 
July  20. 
August  24. 

August  25. 

Sept.  29. 

Oct.  28. 

Cl 

November 

<c 

Nov.  20. 

1844. 

January  1. 
January  20. 
April  1. 


,  -  A  -I  ■  ■ 

To  this  sum  in  scrip  received  from  Matteson  & 
Bigelow  for  two  hundred  and  forty  tons  of 
rail  road  iron,  at  forty-five  dollars  per  ton;  in¬ 
terest  calculated  up  to  June  1,  1843,  - 
To  this  sum  received  from  Matteson  fy  Bigelow 
in  scrip  and  bonds  for  two  hundred  and  forty 
tons  of  rail  road  iron  at  forty-five  dollars  per 
ton;  interest  calculated  up  to  June  1,  1843, 

To  this  sum  received  of  Joel  A.  Matteson  in  scrip 
for  eighty-seven  tons  of  rail  road  iron  at  forty- 
five  dollars  per  ton,  - 

To  this  sum  in  scrip  received  of  Middleton  Tack- 
erberry,  on  account  of  timber  and  stone  sold 
on  the  Tremont  and  Pekin  railroad,  - 
To  this  sum  in  scrip  received  of  Wm.  J.  Moore 
for  compass  and  chain  and  telescope  compass; 
interest  calculated  up  to  July  20,  1843, 

To  this  sum  received  from  Shurtlitf  College,  for 
gonometer,  theodilite  compass  and  tripods,  in 
scrip;  interest  calculated  up  to  the  24th  August, 
1843,  -  -  “ 

To  this  sum  in  scrip  received  of  Blaine, Tompkins 
&  Barret,  on  settlement,  as  reported  herewith; 
interest  calculated  up  to  the  first  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1841,  - 

To  this  sum  in  scrip  received  of  Lemuel  Andrews, 
Sheriff  of  Rock  Island  county,  for  timber  and 
stone  sold  by  him  at  Vandruffs  Island;  interest 
calculated  up  to  September  29,  1843, 

To  tliis  sum  received,  in  scrip,  of  Talcott  for  in¬ 
struments,  - 

To  this  sum  received  of  J.  M.  Kelly  for  timber 
sold  by  him;  interest  calculated  up  to  28th 
October,  1843, 

To  this  sum,  in  scrip,  received  of  Elijah  Adams 
for  timber  sold  by  him;  interest  calculated  up 
to  July  9,  1843, 

To  this  sum  received  of  J.  M.  Kelly  for  timber 
sold  by  him;  interest  on  scrip  calculated  today 
of  sale,  - 

To  this  sum  in  small  scrip  for  1,550 lbs.  old  scrap 
iron  from  blacksmith  shop,  - 
To  this  sum  received  of  W.  B.  Warner  for  in¬ 
struments;  interest  on  scrip  calculated  up  to 
November  20th,  1843,  - 

To  this  sum  received  of  Canady  fy  Gilson  for  in¬ 
struments;  interest  calculated  oft  scrip  until 
day  of  sale,  January  1,  1844, 

To  this  sum  received  of  George  W.  Cassedy  for 
timber  sold  him;  interest  on  scrip  calculated  up 
to  the  20th  January,  1844,  -  -  - 

Received,  in  scrip,  of  John  Taylor  for  rent  of 
Northern  Cross  Rail  road,  in  full;  interest  cal¬ 
culated  up  to  the  several  days  when  the  pay¬ 
ments  became  due, 


Principal. 

Interest. 

$9,313  54 

$1,531  56 

9,313  54 

1,531  56 

3,915  00 

and  interest. 

1,400  00 

237  39 

133  58 

16  42 

300  00 

58  00 

14,416  62 

1,227  02 

752  53 

147  50 

100  00 

no  interest. 

400  00 

62  58 1 

105  00 

18  00 

358  34 

65  66 

31  00 

no  interest. 

100  00 

20  00 

486  30 

81  75 

134  00 

22  00 

1,644  82 

355  18 
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Same  Account — Continued 


Date. 

Particular  items. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

1844. 

April  1. 

Dec.  2. 

•  / 

To  this  sum,  in  scrip,  received  from  W.  L.  May 
for  John  Brissenden,  on  account  of  sales  of 
tinabermade  by  J.  M  Kelly, 

Received  of  Lewis  &  Tunison,  for  one  bellows 
and  vice  and  on  exchange  of  anvils,  interest 
calculated  up  to  December,  2,  1844, 

• 

$50  00 

95  29 

$8  75 

$43,049  56 

$5,383  37 

• 

To  this  sum  received  of  M.  Carpenter,  State  Treas¬ 
urer  as  per  account  rendered  by  him, 

20,211  01 

3,434  90 

$63,26)  57 

$8,818  27 

To  this  sum  received  of  Wm.  Lee  D.  Ewing, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  for  sales  of  land 
as  per  account  rendered  by  him, 

75,829  40 

18,187  51 

$139,089  97 

$27,005  78 

To  this  sum  in  notes  and  accounts  received  from 
the  State  Treasurer, 

To  this^urnin  notes  received  from  Messrs.  Kelly 
and  Adams,  thirty-seven  dollars  of  which  are 
on  condition,  - 

1,530  09 

280  26 

$1,810  35 

To  this  sum  in  cash  for  turning  lathe, 

Received  of  Ludlum  4'  Baxter,  for  rent  due  on 
the  Northern  Cross  rail-road,  - 

12  00 

480  00 

$492  00 

CREDIT. 

By  this  sum  in  scrip  and  bonds,  principal  and  in¬ 
terest,  deposited  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State,  - 

By  notes  and  accounts  in  the  hands  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Fund  Commissioner, 

By  this  sum  paid  for  interest  on  bonds  used  in  fin¬ 
ishing  the  Northern  Cross  Rail  road,  and  for 
which  the  rent  of  the  road  is  pledged  by  law, 

$166,095  75 

1,810  35 

480  00 

17 
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New  York,  April  13,  1843. 

To  His  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford, 

Governor  of  the  St  lie  of  Illinois: 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  24th  day  of  January  last,  we,  the  undersigned,  took 
the  liberty  of  addressing  you  a  letter  respecting  cert  nn  claims  and  pa¬ 
pers  belonging  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  on  which  we  have  a  lien  for 
the  costs  and  counsel  fees  due  us  from  the  State.  In  that  letter  we  fur¬ 
nished  your  Excellency  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  proceedings  taken 
by  Mr.  Whiteside,  for  the  recovery  of  these  papers  and  their  unsuccessful 
termination.  The  matter  is  one  of  which  the  court  of  chancery  has  con¬ 
sented  to  take,  anddyas  taken  cognizance,  and  the  referees  appointed  by 
the  Court  to  ascertain  Hie  amount  due  to  us,  have  reported  in  our  favor 
the  sum  of  §1,590  OS,  over  and  above  the  credits  to  the  amount  of  $3,100 
allowed  bv  us  to  the  State.  Deducting  from  the  account  the  liabilities 
charged,  into  which  we  had  entered  for  the  State,  and  which  were  waiv¬ 
ed  by  us  before  the  referees,  this  sum  is  more  than  we  claimed  from  Mr. 
Whiteside — a  sufficient  reply  to  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Whiteside,  that  our 
charges  were  exorbitant,  & c.  &c.  To  the  letter  we  addressed  you  we 
have  received  no  answer — and  we  remain  entirely  ignorant  of  the  wish- 
es  and  intentions  of  your  Excellency,  or  other  proper  officers  of  the  Slate 
in  the  premises.  Our  object  in  again  writing  is  briefly  this.  Two  of  the 
claims  subject  to  our  lieu  consist  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  City  Bank  of  Buf¬ 
falo  to  the  order  of  Wm.  R.  L.  Ward,  on  the  Bank  ofTonawanda.  It  is 
supposed  that  some  connexion  existed  between  these  two  Banks,  How¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  they  both  became  more  or  less  embarrassed  by  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  the  times — and  entered  into  a  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  the 
Tonawanda  Bank  (a  free  Bank)  to  the  City  Bank.  This  bargain  was 
made — the  Tonawanda  Bank  was  handed  over  to  the  City  Bank,  and  the 
drafts  drawn  by  the  City  Bank  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt  due  from  the 
Tonawanda  Bank,  (and  which  was  assumed  by  the  City  Bank)  to  John 
Delafiehl  for  bonds  of  the  State  sold  by  him.  But  previous  to  this,  the 
Bank  Commissioners,  ascertaining  that  the  City  Bank  was  insolvent,  in 
pursuance  of  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  o!  the  ‘'Safety  Fund  Act,” 
obtained  an  injuneticn  restraining  said  Bank  from  disposing  of  its  pro¬ 
perty  or  assets,  and  a  receiver  was  soon  thereafter  appointed.  Upon  no¬ 
tice  given  by  the  Bank  Commissioners  to  file  claims  against  said  Bank, 
the  two  drafts  which  had  subsequently  been  transferred  by  Ddafield  to 
the  State,  were  presented  but  were  disallowed,  the  Commissioners  con¬ 
tending  that  they  had  been  issued  in  violation  of  the  injunction.  The 
receiver  also  reported  against  them.  The  matter  came  up  before  the 
Chancellor,  on  a  motion  that  an  attachment  issued  against  Bank  officers  for 
violation  of  injunction  and  contempt  of  Court.  The  Chancellor  took  de¬ 
cided  grounds  against  validity  of  drafts,  insinuating  that  they  were  issued 
in  fraud,  and  referred  it  to  a  master  to  take  further  proof  of  the  facts.  In 
this  position  it  has  remained  for  some  time.  This  delay  is  to  be  regret¬ 
ted — as  the  proceedings  will  be  attended  at  present  with  additional’ ex¬ 
pense  to  the  State.  But  it  has  now  become  indispensable  to  act  in  the 
matter.  We  have  been  notified  that  the  Bank  Commissioners  will  pro- 
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ceed  to  take  proofs  of  the  violation  of  the  injunction,  and  a  summons  has 
been  issued  for  that  purpose.  There  is  little  or  no  doubt  but  that  they 
will  prove  a  technical  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Court.  If  they  do  so, 
it  will  in  all  probability  settle  the  matter  as  far  as  the  Court  of  Chancery 
is  concerned.  But  they  should  be  resisted  from  the  start.  The  most  vig¬ 
orous  possible  defence  should  be  made  before  the  Master.  Without  it,  all 
chance  of  recovery  is  gone.  But  if  they  are  stoutly  combatted  there, 
and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  there  was  no  fraud  in  the  transaction — that 
the  said  transfer  of  the  Tonawanda  Bank  to  the  City  Bank  was  bona 
fide — that  in  such  transfer  the  consideration  of  said  drafts  enured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  City  Bank,  it  is  presumed  that,  notwithstanding  the  inequal¬ 
ity  in  the  issue  of  the  drafts,  they  will  be  held  as  good  by  the  Court  of 
Errors, — at  least  to  the  amount  which  the  holder  of  them  (supposing  them 
to  be  good)  would  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  assets  of  the  *  City 
Bank.  Whether  they  can  be  made  a  charge  on  the  Safety  Fund  is  an¬ 
other  matter.  The  chances  are,  in  our  opinion  against  it.  We  say  that 
the  drafts  may  possibly  be  held  good  by  the  Court  of  Errors — for  to  that 
Court  we  have  no  doubt  the  proceedings  will  have  to  be  carried — nnd  if 
the  matter  goes  by  default  before  the  Master,  theie  will  obviously  be  no 
chance  on  an  appeal  from  the  Chancellor.  Ilence  the  importance  of  pre¬ 
sent  action,  and  of  energetic  action.  Indeed,  unless  something  is  done 
forthwith,  the  claims  will  be  utterly  worthless.  Wc,  therefore,  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  the  subject,  and  we  have  taken 
measures  to  procure  sufficient  delay  to  enable  us  to  receive  an  answer  to 
this  communication,  and  thus  ascertain  what  steps  are  preferable  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Excellency  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of  Illinois. 
We  stand  ready  to  deliver  up  the  drabs  with  other  papers  of  the  State 
upon  payment  of  our  lien.  This  is  the  course  zueshouid  greatly  prefer. 

Upon  application  of  the  State,  three  referees  were  appointed  by  the 
Chancellor  to  decide  the  matters  in  controversy  between  us.  David  B. 
Ogden,  Daniel  Lad,  Jr.,  and  Francis  B.  Culling,  Esq’s.,  gentlemen  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  first  rank  at  the  New  York  Bar — of  long  experience — of  high 
legal  attainments,  and  of  unimpeachable  personal  worth — and  they  have 
decided  upon  an  inspection  of  the  papers,  and  a  careful  revie w  of  (he  ser¬ 
vices  rendered  by  us  to  the  State,  that  we  have  not  been  overpaid  as  Mr. 
Whiteside  has  sworn,  but  that  a  large  balance  is  justly  due  us  from  the 
State.  We  ask  for  the  payment  of  that  balance  as  an  act  of  justice,  and 
wc  earnestly  desire  that  the  matter  may  be  closed. 

We  have  been  sued  in  an  action  of  cost  by  the  counsel  of  your  State  in 
this  city,  and  were  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $25,000;  but  on  a  motion 
to  show  cause  of  action,  wc  were  discharged  on  filing  common  bail. 
The  State  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  court  confirmed  the 
decision  of  the  court  below — since  which  time  the  legal  advisers  of  the 
State  have  not  thought  proper  to  carry  the  proceedings  further.  This  is  a 
very  trifling  circumstance,  and  we  assure  your  Excellency  it  would  have 
no  influence  in  actuating  us  to  move  adversely  to  the  interests  of  Illinois. 
We  have  perfect  reliance  upon  the  good  faith  and  sense  of  justice  of  the 
State.  Eut  the  papers  of  the  State  dre  our  only  tangible  security  for  the 
payment  of  the  money  due  us — and  we  cannot  injustice  to  oursel  ves  see  that 
security  depreciate  and  become  worthless  withoutan  effort  to  save  ourselves. 
Technically,  the  papers  are  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
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That  Court  has  taken  cognizance  of  the  matter,  thus  the  free  consent  of  the 
State  given  in  open  court,  and  it  is  believed  will  relieve  us  upon  proper 
application  made  by  permission  to  prosecute  or  sequestration  or  otherwise. 
We  make  this  statement  with  every  feeling  of  respect.  We  should  re¬ 
luctantly  adopt  a  hostile  course,  and  we  presume  that  there  will  be  no  ne¬ 
cessity  for  it. 

If  it  be  deemed  inexpedient  by  your  Excellency  to  pay,  or  to  author¬ 
ize  to  be  paid,  our  lien  at  the  present  time,  we  are  willing,  upon  being 
duly  authorised,  to  prosecute  the  claims  and  pay  ourselves  from  the  pro¬ 
ceeds,  if  successful — but  in  this  case,  we  ought  to  add,  that  heavy  counsel 
fees  will  be  necessnry  to  ensure  a  reasonable  certainty  of  success,  and 
these  the  State  would  have  to  provide;  or  to  close  the  matter,  vve  are 
willing  to  take  the  drafts  in  payment  of  our  lien,  run  the  risk  of  recovery, 
and  deliver  up  the  other  papers  of  the  State.  This  we  will  do,  if  the  drafts 
are  transferred  to  us  now — but  not  should  there  be  any  delay,  for  delay 
would  be  fatal,  and  the  case  is  quite  desperate  enough  as  it  stands. 

Amongother  papers  of  the  State,  are  the  claims  against  the  Safety  Fund 
arising  out  of  the  Pratt  estate,  amounting  to  nearly  $103,003.  These 
also  require  immediate  attention,  and  are  believed  to  be  good  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount. 

We  respectfully  request  your  Excellency’s  early  attention  to  these 
matters,  and  remain 

Your  obedient  servants, 

RUGGLES  &  HOWE,  j 
5S,  Merchant1  s  Exchange ,  New  York. 
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Springfield,  December  2 5,  IS  14. 

To  His  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford, 

Governor  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  13th  ult.,  requiring  me 
to  furnish  certain  information  concerning  the  condition  and  management 
of  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  answer  the  several 
interrogatories,  by  you  propounded,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  giv¬ 
en,  viz: 

“1st.  What  amount  of  specie  had  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawnee- 
town  on  hand  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1843?” 

Answer . — $183,094  77. 

“2d.  What  amount  of  specie  has  since  been  paid  out  by  the  Bank,  and 
on  what  accounts?” 

Answer . — Amount  paid  out  for  paper,  -  -  $149,285  50 

do  do  do  expenses,  -  -  15,000  00 

United  States  levy,  -  -  -  2,600  00 


Total  amount  of  specie  paid  out, 


$166,885  50 


“3d.  What  amount  of  specie  has  the  Bank  now  on  hand?” 

Answer* — There  is  now  remaining  in  the  Bank  in  specie,  $16,209  27. 
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“4th.  What  was  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  the  Bank  on  the  25th  day 
of  February,  1843?” 

Answer*— $943,985  50. 

“5th.  How  much  lias  that  debt  been  since  reduced?’’ 

Answer.— $369,071  09. 

“6th.  What  was  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1843,  and  what  is  it  now?” 

Answer. — The  amount  of  circulation  on  the  25th  of  February,  1843, 
was  §851,431  00. 

The  amount  of  Bank  notes  in  circulation  on  the  25th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1844,  was,  -  §145,096  00 

Amount  of  certificates  in  circulation  at  same  time,  -  391,950  ;  1 


Total  amount  of  circulation  of  notes  and  certificates,  §537,046  91 

“7th.  How  much  of  the  real  estate  of  the  Bank  has  been  sold:  What 
has  been  or  is  to  be  received  for  the  same,  and  how  much  remains  unsold, 
and  what  is  the  value  of  the  same?” 

Answer. — Ileal  estate  to  the  amount  of  .$22,002  75  has  been  sold,  and 
§8,874  37  has  been  received,  and  the  balance  well  secured.  The  amount 
of  real  estate  remaining  unsold  cost  $121,877  07,  the  value  of  which, 
none  of  those  connected  with  the  Bank  arc  able  to  sav,  but  I  am  inclin- 

•r  * 

ed  to  think  from  the  nature  and  character  of  the  property,  it  is  not  worth 
more  than  half  of  its  original  cost,  it  consisting  of  the  Banking  House  at 
Shawneetown,  which  cost  about  $60,000,  and  mostly  wild  lands  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State. 

“8th.  What  were  the  debts  due  and  assets  of  the  Bank  on  the  25th 
day  of  February,  1843;  what  has  been  collected  and  realized  of  the  same, 
and  how  much  will,  or  can  be  collected  and  realized  hereafter?” 

Answer. — The  assets  due  the  Bank  on  the  25th  February,  1843,  were 
§1,188,780  77.  Amount  realized  §369,071  69.  Respecting  the  balance 
due,  the  officers  of  the  Bank  are  unable  to  soy  with  any  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty  what  amount  can  be  collected,  but  are  of  the  opinion  that  from  fifty 
to  seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar  may  be  realized.  From  what  lean 
learn  of  the  character  of  the  debts,  I  am  firmly  pursuaded  that  the  lowest 
estimate  fixed  by  them,  is  sufficiently  high. 

“9th.  Has  the  Bank  or  any  of  its  officers  been  guilty  of  any  violation 
of  ihe  act  of  February  25,  1843,  entitled  “An  act  to  reduce  the  State  debt 
one  million  of  dollars,  and  put  the  Bank  of  Illinois  into  liquidation,”  and 
if  so  in  what  do  such  violations  consist?” 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Bank  or  any  of  its  officers  have 
been  guilty  of  any  violation  of  said  act,  nor  do  I  believe  it  has  been 
done. 

“10.  What  amount  of  certificates  have  been  issued,  and  how  much 
of  them  have  since  been  taken  up  by  the  Bank?” 

Answer . — Amount  of  certificate’s  issued,  -  -  §616,378  26 

Amount  redeemed  by  the  Bank,  -  -  224,427  35 


Amount  of  certificates  in  circulation,  - 


§391.950  91 
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I  would  state  to  your  Excellency  that  I  examined,  under  oath,  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  servants  ot  the  Bank  whom  I  supposed  most  conversant  with  the 
whole  transactions  of  the  Bank,  and  I  believe  their  testimony,  which  is 
embodied  in  the  foregoing  answers,  is  substantially  correct. 

I  would  further  state  that  your  interrogatories  would  have  been  answer¬ 
ed  m  ich  sooner,  had  it  not  been  for  the  detention  of  the  Cashier  by  the 
ice,  in  the  river  Mississippi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  D.  PRICKETT, 

Commissioner  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois . 


(No.  9.) 


Amsterdam,  the  7th.  February,  18-13. 

To  His  Excellency ,  the  Governor 

of  the  Stale  of  Illinois: 

Sin:  We  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  your  Excellency  as  holders  of 
the  following  890  interest  warrants  or  coupons,  say  Nos.  1  to  140,  249  to 
300,  303  to  833,  and  885  to  1,000  due  1st  July,  1811,  on  the  Bonds  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  interest  of  which  is  made  payable  in  London,  and 
which  warrants  are  mentioned  as  paid  in  your  Excellency’s  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress  delivered  at  Springfield  on  the  8th  December,  1842,  and  of  which 
Mr.  Charles  Oakley,  one  of  the  Illinois  Commissioners,  who  has  been  in 
this  country  and  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  validity  of  our  claim,  has 


sent  us  a  copy. 

These  warrants,  (which  both  Mr.  Oakley  and  Mr.  Whiteside  have  re¬ 
peatedly  assured  would  be  paid  out  of  the  money  due  the  State  of  Illinois 
by  the  estate  of  Wright  &  Co.,  in  London,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  pow¬ 
ers  to  that  effect  would  have  been  received  from  Illinois,  the  former  pow¬ 
ers  having  been  found  defective)  still  remain  unpaid,  and  our  agent,  Mr. 
Ferdinand  Fastenrath,  has  already  taken  the  liberty  of  calling  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  predecessor  to  this  circumstance  from  New  York,  when  he 
was  informed  that  Mr.  Whiteside  would  not  proceed  to  Europe  as  had  been 
at  first  contemplated.  Our  repeated  applications  in  London  having  also 
hitherto  proved  without  avail,  and  the  money  for  the  above  warrants, 
amounting  to  £  12,01 5,  being  due  to  us  ever  since  the  1st  July,  1841,  we 
are  compelled  to  call  in  the  interference  of  your  Excellency,  to  the  effect 
that  the  necessary  orders  and  powers  may  be  transmitted  to  London  with¬ 
out  further  delay,  that  the  said  interest  warrants  may  be  paid  out  of  the 
money  of  Wright’s  estate,  laying  at  the  disposal  of  the  State  of  Illinois; 
or  that  it  may  please  your  Excellency  to  send  us  an  order  authorizing  us 
to  receive  said  amount  of  £12,015,  out  of  the  moneys  due  by  Wright’s 
estate  against  delivery  of  the  warrants,  and  if  admissible  adding  such  al¬ 
lowance  for  interest  from  the  date  of  maturity  of  the  warrants  as  may  be 
deemed  equitable,  in  consideration  of  our  having  advanced  the  full  amount 
of  these  warrants,  on  the  positive  assurance  given  us  that  the  money  for 
the  same  would  be  immediately  forthcoming  out  of  the  money  due  by 
Wrights. 
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We  cannot  for  a  moment  call  in  doubt,  your  Excellency’s  readiness  to 
comply  with  our  respectful  solicitation,  and  beg  to  request  the  answer  may 
be  addressed  to  us  under  cover  to  our  friend,  James  G.  King,  Esq.,  in  New 
York,  who  will  transmit  the  same  to  us. 

We  hope  we  may  be  permitted  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity 
to  impress  uponyrour  Excellency  the  necessity  of  straining  every  nerve 
to  restore  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  by  the  adoption  of  meas¬ 
ures  calculated  to  render  productive  its  numerous  resources — allay-  the  fears 
of  its  creditors,  and  justify  the  confidence  they  have  been  induced  to  be¬ 
stow. 

We  are  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servants, 

HOPES. 


(No.  10.) 

New  York,  May  Is/,  1S43. 

His  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford, 

Governor  of  Illinois ,  Springfield: 

Sir:  At  the  suggestion  of  Coi.  Oakley  and  Mr.  Ryan,  I  write  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  dividends  on  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  on 
the  estate  of  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  of  London,  which  have  long  since 
been  declared,  and  are  still  lying  in  the  hands  of  the  assignee  for  want 
of  authority  to  pay  them  over. 

I  wrote  to  Gov.  Carlin  on  the  23d  March,  1842,  calling  his  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  appointing  new  attorneys  to  represent  the  State  in 
this  business,  as  the  powers  of  attorney  to  Mr.  Whiteside,  Mr.  Morrison 
and  myself,  required  that  two  of  us  should  concur  in  any  action,  and  al¬ 
lowed  no  power  of  substitution.  Both  Mr.  Whiteside  and  myself  left 
London  before  the  order  of  the  court  of  Bankruptcy,  admitting  the  claim 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  given;  and  Mr.  Morrison  could  not  alone  give 
the  necessary  receipt  for  the  dividends. 

On  the  27th  June  following,  I  sent  to  Gov.  Carlin  for  execution,  pow¬ 
ers  of  attorney  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  London  solicitors,  who 
had  been  employed  in  this  case;  and  afterwards  wrote  to  him  several 
times  on  the  subject,  but  I  have  never  received  any  answer. 

The  claims  ol  the  State,  admitted  by  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  are  for 
£19,976  5s  8d  sterling,  arising  from  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  bonds,  & 
£33,913  9s  8d  sterling  from  the  internal  improvement  bonds.  Two  divi¬ 
dends  have  been  declared,  one  of  five  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  the  oth¬ 
er  of  one  shilling.  The  amount  of  these  dividends  exceed  j0lO,OOO, 
and  more  than  a  year’s  interest  has  been  lost  on  this  sum  for  want  of  the 
necessary  powers  to  receive  it  from  the  assignee. 

As  lunds  were  not  provided  in  London  to  meet  the  whole  of  the  interest 
on  the  sterling  Illinois  bonds  due  in  London  in  July,  1841,  it  became  ne¬ 
cessary  to  look  to  the  dividends  from  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co’s  estate  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  deficiency.  Relying  upon  this  source  for  their  reimbursement, 
and  to  place  all  the  holders  of  the  July,  1841,  coupons  on  the  same  foot¬ 
ing,  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  London,  advanced  the  funds  on  the 
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coupons  to  the  amount  of  £1,458,  and  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  of  Amsterdam, 
on  coupons  to  the  amount  of  £12,015.  1  believe  that  Messrs.  Magniac, 

Smiths,  &,  Co.,  of  London,  also  made  some  advances  upon  the  July,  1841, 
coupons  upon  the  faith  of  these  dividends. 

From  this  statement,  you  will  see  the  importance  and  propriety  of  fur¬ 
nishing  the  necessary  powers  of  attorney,  that  the  dividends  from  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Co’s  estate  may  be  received  without  further  delay,  and  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  purpose  of  paying  the  advances  made  on  the  coupons  of 
July,  1841. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  JAUDON. 


(No.  11.) 

Springfield,  May  15,  1813. 

Messrs .  Ryan  and  Oakley: 

I  send  you  a  power  of  attorney  to  receive  whatever  may  be  due  the 
State  from  the  estate  of  Wright  &  Co.  I  hope  it  rnay  be  in  proper  form. 
The  form  which  you  speak  of  as  having  been  furnished  from  England  has 
never  been  in  any  of  the  offices  here,  and  cannot  be  found.  1  have  not 
time  to  write  to  Gov.  Carlin  on  that  subject. 

If  you  receive  the  money  under  this  power,  I  wish  you  to  dispose  of  it 
as  follows: 

1  have  been  informed  that  there  is  still  a  balance  of  interest  unpaid 
Messrs.  Hope&  Co.,  due  them  July  1st,  1841.  If  any  interest  due  at 
that  time,  remains  unpaid,  it  is  no  more  than  justice  that  it  should  now  be 
paid,  in  order  to  put  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.  upon  an  equality  with  other 
creditors.  I,  therefore,  direct,  that  you  enquire  into  the  matter,  and  pay 
to  Messrs.  Hope  &l  Co.,  all  interest  due  them  on  the  1st  July,  1841,  and 
reimburse  them  all  moneys  which  they  may  have  advanced  for  the  State, 
if  any,  to  pay  interest  due  at  that  time. 

I  am  also  informed  that  Magniac  and  Jardine  or  Magniac  and  Smith 
en  the  1st  July  1841,  advanced  money  to  assist  in  paying  the  interest  due 
at  that  time,  and  thus  for  the  time  saved  the  credit  of  the  State.  I  de¬ 
sire  you  to  enquire  into  the  facts  of  their  claim,  and  if  you  find  it  as  above 
stated,  they  ought  to  be  paid,  and  I  accordingly  authorize  you  to  pay 
them. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  claims  standing  upon  the  same  footing, 
and  I  accordingly  direct  that  you  deposite  the  residue  of  the  money  re¬ 
ceived,  if  any,  to  my  credit  in  the  Bank  of  England,  where  it  shall  re¬ 
main  until  I  can  enquire  and  be  advised  what  ought  to  be  done  with  it  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  honor  of  the  State. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


(168) 
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Huxtable j  In  Re  Illinois  Slate . 

The  State  of  Illinois  before  the  month  of  July,  1840,  proposed  to  bor¬ 
row  a  considerable  sum  of  money  on  their  bonds  for  the  construction 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  for  such  purpose  issued  many 
bonds  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  said  State  to  and  in  the  construction  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  signed  by  the  Governor  of  the  said  State 
and  countersigned  by  the  Auditor,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  said  State, 
which  bonds  were  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say:  ‘‘United  States 
of  America,  State  of  Illinois,  £225,  interest  six  per  cent.  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal  Stock,  No.  —  (here  the  number  is  inserted.)  Know  all 
men  by  these  presents  that  there  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
bearer,  two  hundred  and  lwrenty-five  pounds  sterling  with  interest  at  the 
rate  ot  six  per  cent,  per  annum  payable  yearly,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
July  in  each  year,  the  first  interest  becoming  due  on  the  first  Monday  of 
July,  1840,  at  the  Banking  House  of  Messrs.  Wright  Co.  in  London, 
on  presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed  warrants.  The  principal 
is  reimbursable  by  the  State  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1870,  at  said 
Banking  House. 

For  the  performance  of  all  which  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  irre¬ 
vocably  pledged  agreeably  to  an  act  toaid  in  the  construction  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal,  approved  February  23,  1839.  In  testimony  whereof, 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  has  signed  and  the  Auditor  has  counter¬ 
signed  these  presents  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  State  to  be  thereto  affix¬ 
ed,  at  Vandalia,  this  1 5th  day  of  April,  1839,”  signed,  Thos.  Carlin,  Gov¬ 
ernor,  (countersigned)  Levi  Davis,  Auditor,  (sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,)  andtoeach  of  such  bonds  were  annexed  thirty-one  war¬ 
rants,  each  of  which  were  in  the  words  and  figures  following:  “Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal  Stock,  No. —  (corresponding  with  thatof  the  bond) 
pay  the  bearer  thirteen  pounds  ten  shillings  sterling,  being  one  year’s  in¬ 
terest  due  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1840,  (or  each  successive  year)  on 
bond,  No.  —  for  £225  sterling  and  payable  at  the  place  designated  on 
said  bond.  Levi  Davis,  Auditor,  State  of  Illinois.”  |gp 

The  said  State  employed  Messrs.  Wright,  Biddulph,  Wright,  Robin¬ 
son  and  Jenningham,  then  carrying  on  the  business  of  Bankers  in  copart¬ 
nership,  in  Henrietta  Street,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  under  the  firm  of 
Wright  &  Co.  to  sell  and  dispose  of  many  of  said  bonds,  comprising  the 
bonds  numbered  from  1,233  to  1,266,  both  inclusive  (hereinafter  mention¬ 
ed';  in  the  English  market  for  such  prices  as  said  Wright  &  Co.  might  ob¬ 
tain  for  the  same,  and  for  that  purpose  delivered  to  said  Wright  &  Co.  such 
bonds  as  were  to  be  disposed  of  by  them.  Airs.  Sarah  Maria  Huxtuahle,  who 
now  applies  by  bernext  friend,  John  Pulman,  kept  a  banking  account  with 
said  Wright  &  Co.  and  wans  at  times  advised  bv  the  members  ot  the  said 
firm  and  more  particularly  by  said  John  Wright  ns  to  the  making  of  in¬ 
vestments  of  her  money,  and  was  shortly  before  15th  July,  1840,  advised 
by  said  John  Wright  to  sell  certain  Brazilian  stock  belonging  to  her,  and 
to  purchase  Illinois  bonds,  and  she  accordingly  instructed  said  Messrs. 
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Wright  &  Co,  to  make  such  sale  and  purchase;  and  accordingly  said 
Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.  on  the  15th  of  July,  1840,  sold  such  Brazilian 
stock  for  the  net  sum  of  £5,290:10,  and  carried  the  proceeds  to  the  credit 
of  her  account  in  their  books,  and  on  the  16th  July,  1840,  bought  for  her 
twenty-eight  of  such  Illinois  bonds  hereinbefore  described  and  numbered 
respectively  from  1,233  to  1,280  inclusive,  for  the  sum  of £6,300  at  eighty- 
five  per  cent,  and  paid  therefor  out  of  the  balance  then  in  their  bands  on 
her  account,  the  sum  of  £5,355  and  therewith  charged  her  in  her  said 
banking  account. 

Shortly  before  the  15th  August,  1840,  the  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable,  by 
letter,  requested  said  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.  to  make  a  further  purchase 
for  her  of  such  Illinois  bonds,  and  they  accordingly  on  15th  August,  1840, 
bought  for  her  six  other  of  such  bonds  hereinbefore  described  and  numbered 
from  1,261  to  1,266  both  inclusive,  for  £1,359  at  eighty -five  per  cent,  and 
paid  therefor  out  of  the  balance  then  in  their  hands  on  her  account  the 
sum  of  £1,147:10  and  therewith  charged  her  in  her  said  banking  account. 
All  said  bonds  so  purchased  for  her  were  kept  by  said  Messrs.  Wright  & 
Co.  as  her  Bankers,  and  for  her  with  other  foreign  securities  belonging  to 
her,  until  the  time  of  their  bankruptcy. 

After  a  fiat  in  bankruptcy  had  been  duly  issued  out  against  the  said 
Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.  under  which  they  were  duly  found  and  adjudged 
bankrupts,  the  assignees  of  the  said  bankrupts  in  pursuance  of  the  directions 
of  the  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable,  delivered  the  bends  so  purchased  by  her 
to  Messrs.  Glynn  &  Co.  Bankers  in  Lombard  street,  and  such  bonds  have  ev¬ 
er  si  nee  remained  and  now  are  in  the  possession  orpow7er  of  the  said  Maria 
Sarah  Huxtable. 


In  consequence  of  the  bankruptcy  of  said  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.  Messrs. 
Magniac,  Smith  &  Co.  of  Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  Mer¬ 
chants  and  copartners  were  appointed  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  agents 
of  said  State,  for  the  sale  of  such  bonds  and  for  the  payment  of  the  inter¬ 
est  due  and  to  become  due  in  respect  of  such  bonds,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present  they  have  been  such  agents  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  and  no 
other  banker  or  agent  in  England  has  been  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  said  Messrs.  Glynn  &  Co.  and  the  said  John  Pulman  and  others  duly 
authorized  by  the  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable,  on,  and  from  time  to  lime 
since  the  15th  February,  1841,  applied  to  and  requested  said  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  by  application  to  Messrs.  Magniac  &  Co.  to  pay  the  interest  which 
accrued,  due  on  the  bonds  so  purchased  by  her  on  the  first  Monday  in  July, 
1841,  or  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1 842,  and  tendered  the  warrants 
which  cover  the  interest  then  due  by  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  and  their 
said  agents  have  absolutely  refused  and  still  refuse  to  comply  with  such  re¬ 
quest,  and  altogether  refuse  to  acknowledge  their  liability  upon,  and  repu¬ 
diate  said  bonds.  And  in  reply  to  an  application  for  such  purpose  on  15th 
February,  1841,  the  said  agents  replied,  that  the  said  bonds  did  not  come 
within  their  arrangement  with  said  State,  and  that  the  said  Messrs.  Mag¬ 
niac  &  Co.  had  to  do  only  with  bonds  numbered  with  numbers  2001  to 
3000,  and  that  the  said  bonds  then,  so  presented,  not  having  a  January, 
1841,  coupon  attached,  the  first  interest  coming  due  thereon  would  be  the 
1st  July,  1841,  and  so  on  annually;  that  they  had  no  instructions  respect¬ 
ing  the  exchange  of  these  bonds  for  half-yearly  ones,  and  in  reply  to  a 
similar  application  by  Messrs.  Glynn  &  Co.  on  1st,  Oct.,  1841,  said  Messrs. 
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Magniac  &  Co.,  stated  that  nothing  could  be  done  with  said  bonds  then. 
And  in  reply  to  a  similar  application  by  said  John  Pulman  on  the  15th 
March,  1842,  the  said  Messrs.  Magniac  &  Co.  refused  payment  of  such 
interest,  and  refused  to  recognize  such  bonds,  because,  as  they  alleged,  the 
said  bonds,  and  16  others  had  been  irregularly  sent  into  the  market  by 
said  Messrs.  Wright  Co.,  that  the  coupon  or  warrant  for  the  1840  divi¬ 
dend,  ought  to  have  been  severed,  and  because  Mr.  Whiteside,  an  agent 
of  the  said  State,  had  ordered  them  not  to  pay  said  interest. 

If  it  be  really  true  that  the  said  bonds  were  irregularly  issued  by  said 
Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  such  irregularity  was  committed  by  them  as  the 
agents  of  the  said  State;  Mrs.  Huxtable  had  not,  nor  has  now  any  knowl¬ 
edge  of  such  irregularity,  and  cannot  be  affected  thereby  either  in  law  or 
equity,  the  said  bonds  were  sold  to  her  at  a  higher  price  by  £3  per  cent, 
than  others  were  sold  by  the  said  Messrs.  Wright  in  the  interval  between 
the  said  16th  July  and  15th  August,  1840,  (upon  which  the  interest  was 
duly  paid  by  the  said  Messrs.  Magniac  &  Co.,  in  July,  1841,)  and  were 
purchased  by  her  at  the  highest  price  which  she  can  discover  to  have 
been  paid  by  any  person  for  any  such  bonds. 

It  is  a  clearly  established  fact  that  several  other  of  such  State  bonds  issu¬ 
ed  by  the  said  Messrs.  Wright  Co .,  after  the  first  Monday  of  July ,  1840, 
■were  issued  with  the  coupon  or  warrant  for  1840,  annexed ,  arid  that  the  inter¬ 
est  thereon,  which  became  due  in  July,  1841,  has  been  paid  by  said  Messrs. 
Magniac  fy  Co.,  after  they  had  refused  payment  of  interest  on  Mrs.  Huxta¬ 
ble1  s  bonds,  and  that  she  has  not,  nor  has  any  other  person,  required  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  interest  specified  by  said  coupon  for  1840,  and  she  is  ready 
to  deliver  up  such  coupon  to  said  State  or  its  agents,  to  be  cancelled,  but 
she  has  not,  nor  has  any  of  her  agents  been  requested  so  to  do. 

The  said  State  of  Illinois  has  been  admitted,  by  a  Mr.  Jaudon,  their 
agent  or  Commissioner,  to  prove  a  debt  in  the  court  of  Bankruptcy  to  the 
amount  of  £19,720  5s.,  against  the  estate  of  the  said  Messrs.  W  right  & 
Co.,  for  money  received  by  said  Wright  &  Co.  for  the  sale  of  such  State 
bonds  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  the  debt  so  proved  is  claimed  for 
said  bonds  numbered  from  1233  to  1266,  both  inclusive,  and  includes  said 
sums  of  £5,355,  and  £1,147  10s.  so  paid  by  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable, 
fo  said  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  for  the  purchase  of  said  bonds  so  pur¬ 
chased  by  her;  and  the  said  State  has  also  been  admitted  to  prove  by  said 
Mr.  Whiteside,  their  agent  or  Commissioner,  another  debt  to  the  amount 
of  £33,000  against  the  estate  of  the  said  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  for  money 
received  by  them  for  the  said  State,  lor  certain  other  State  bonds  of  the 
said  State,  issued  in  aid  of  other  public  purposes  of  said  State;  and  there 
is  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  being  the  amount  of  the  dividends  under 
the  said  Bankruptcy,  payable  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  said  sums  of 
£19,720  5s.  and  £33,000  at  5s.  in  the  pound,  in  the  hands  of  the  official 
assignee,  ready  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  such  receipt  of  the  said  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Co.,  on  account  of  the  said  bonds;  and  there  is  also  a  further 
sum  in  the  hands  of  the  said  assignee,  ready  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  two 
further  dividends  of  one  shilling  in  the  pound  each,  on  such  proofs,  such 
sums  amounting  together  to  £18,791  8s.  3d.,  or  thereabouts,  and  the  said 
State  has  not  any  funds  or  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts 
of  this  realm  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable, 
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except  the  said  dividends  in  the  hands  of  the  said  official  Assignee  of  the 
said  bankrupts. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1841,  when  the  interest  on  the  said  bonds  be¬ 
came  due,  the  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable  being  desirous  to  sell  such 
bonds,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  in  consequence  of  the  repudiation 
thereof  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  agents  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  she  was  debarred  from  investing  her  moneys  elsewhere; 
but  had  such  interest  been  then  duly  paid,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
other  bonds  similar  in  every  respect  to  these,  she,  the  said  Maria  Sarah 
Huxtable,  would  have  disposed  of  hers  at  that  time  for  as  much  as  they 
cost.  Whereas  now,  Illinois  bonds  are  much  reduced  in  value,  and  since 
it  has  been  proved  the  identical  moneys  which  were  so  paid  by  the  said 
Maria  Sarah  Huxtable  to  the  then  agents  of  the  said  State,  Messrs.  Wright 
&  Co.,  from  a  portion  of  the  sums  now  standing  in  the  hands  of  the  said 
assignee  of  the  said  Wright  &  Co.,  to  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

It  is  contended  that  such  dividends  ought  to  be  made  available  to  satis¬ 
fy  the  claims  of  the  said  Maria  Sarah  Huxtable,  and  consequently  on  the 
24th  March,  1812,  a  bill  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  on  her  be¬ 
half,  and  an  injunction  thereupon  granted  by  His  Honor,  the  Vice  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  England,  restraining  him,  the  said  Edward  Edwards,  the  official 
assignee  of  the  said  bankrupts,  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  from  paying  the 
amount  of  the  said  dividends  unto  the  said  Messrs.  Magniac  &  Co.,  the 
agents  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  agents  of  the  said  State. 

The  dividends  as  aforesaid  have  consequently  been  lying  unproductive 
for  the  last  18  months  to  the  loss  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  as  also  to 
the  manifest  injustice  and  very  grevious  injury  of  the  said  Maria  Sarah 
Huxtable,  who  is  therefore  desirous  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Il¬ 
linois,  by  authorizing  an  agent  forthwith  to  appear  on  the  behalf  of  the 
said  State,  and  thus  by  bringing  itself  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
of  Chancery  in  this  country,  in  this  matter,  shall  (either  by  consent  or 
otherwise)  enable  her  to  prosecute  her  said  claim  to  a  portion  of  these 
dividends,  and  thereby  immediately  to  remove  this  act  of  g:eat  individual 
hardship  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  the  said  State.  And  the  said  Ma¬ 
ria  Sarah  Huxtable  is  willing  forthwith  to  withdraw  the  said  injunction, 
and  quietly  and  peaceably  to  suffer  the  State  of  Illinois  to  take  the  remain¬ 
ing  balance  of  the  said  fund  of  £18,791  8s.  3d.,  on  receiving  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  guarantee  that  her  just  and  equitable  claim  on  such  fund  shall  be  duly 
paid  and  satisfied. 


(No.  12.) 

Springfield,  December  9, 1844. 

To  His  Excellency ,  Thomas  Ford: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  letter  of  instructions  bearing  date  May 
15,  1843,  Col.  Oakley  and  myself,  on  arriving  in  London,  in  June,  1843, 
applied  to  the  assignees  of  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  to  receive  the  dividends 
due  the  State  of  Illinois.  They  informed  us  that  a  dividend  had  been  de¬ 
clared,  and  would  have  been  subject  to  our  disposal,  had  they  not  been 
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served  with  an  injunction  to  stay  the  payment.  On  enquiry  we  ascer¬ 
tained  that  the  injunction  had  been  issued  at  the  suit  of  Mrs.  Huxtable, 
who  claimed  the  payment  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  the  interest  and 
principal,  upon  thirty-three  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  bonds.  This  claim 
was  made  upon  the  ground,  that  Mrs.  Huxtable  had  purchased  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  by  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  the  above  named 
amount  of  bonds;  and  that  the  State  of  Illinois,  had  refused  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  the  said  bonds  in  July,  1841,  when  she  paid  the  interestupon 
ail  her  other  bonds,  then  in  the  London  market.  This  refusal  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  these  particular  bonds,  was  alleged  to  be  a  virtual  repudia¬ 
tion  of  them  by  the  State,  and  the  plaintiff  prayed  the  court  to  indemnify 
her  out  of  the  moneys  then  due,  from  Wright's  estate  to  tiie  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois. 

The  facts  in  relation  to  the  non-payment  of  interest,  by  the  State  upon 
the  bonds  held  by  Mrs.  Huxtable,  we  ascertained  to  be  as  follows:  The 
agents  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  had  placed  in  the  possession  of  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Co.,  an  amount  of  bonds  to  be  sold  for  the  State.  Mr.  John 
Wright,  a  member  of  the  firm,  made  a  private  sale  of  thirty-three  of  these 
bonds  to  Mrs.  Huxtable  with  the  intention,  he  alleged  on  his  part,  to  re¬ 
place  the  amount  sold  by  an  exchange  of  other  bonds;  but  the  failure  of 
the  firm  soon  after,  prevented  his  doing  so.  Regarding  the  sale  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  one,  he  rendered  no  account  of  it,  at  the  time,  to  the  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  Consequently,  the  State  made  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  upon  these  bonds,  because  she  had  not  been  apprised  of  their 
sale.  It  was  clear  that  there  had  been  no  intentional  wrong  on  the  part 
of  the  State,  but  the  sale  of  bonds,  had  been  made  by  an  authorized 
agent  of  the  State,  and  necessarily  must  be  regarded  as  a  valid  one. 

On  consulting  Messrs.  Amory,  Sewell  and  Moores,  the  Attorneys  for 
the  State,  they  informed  us,  that  if  we  could  not  effect  a  compromise, 
the  case  would  be  carried  to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  This  they  said  would 
be  almost  certain  to  prevent  any  disposition  being  made  of  the  money,  for 
twenty  years.  They  stated  that  many  cases  were  still  pending  in  the 
aforesaid  court,  which  had  been  standing  for  thirty  years;  and  in  a  case  of 
their  own  they  would  as  soon  relinquish  it  as  contest  it  in  a  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery.  With  this  prospect  before  us,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  effect  the 
be>t  compromise  possible. 

After  several  weeks  of  negotiation,  we  agreed  upon  the  following 
terms: 

The  plaintiff  to  withdraw  the  injunction.  We  to  pay  her  one-half  the 

amount  of  bonds  held  by  her;  and  she  to  deliver  up 

the  bonds,  -  £3,251  5s. 

Interest  thereon  at  five  per  cent. ,  -  491  16s.  5d 

One  year’s  interest  on  £3,825  retained  at  six  per  cent.,  229  10s. 
Costs,  -  -  -  -  -  150 


£4,125  I  Is.  5d 


And  the  State  to  acknowledge  the  remaining  seventeen  bonds,  in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  Huxtable,  as  good  and  valid,  to  be  paid  for,  interest  and 
principal  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  the  other  bonds 
of  the  Slate.  This  arrangement  being  agreed  upon,  we  directed  Messrs. 
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Amory,  Sewell  &  Moores,  to  obtain  the  money  from  the  assignees,  and 
pay  the  sum  above  named,  to  Mrs.  Huxtable,  and  the  balance  of  the  divi¬ 
dend  to  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  Magniac,  Jardine  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Mor¬ 
rison,  Sons  &  Co.,  who  had  advanced  money  to  pay  the  July  interest  in 
1841,  and  had  not  been  reimbursed  for  such  advances,  by  the  State  of 
Illinois.  In  applying  the  money  to  repay  the  aforesaid  firms,  we  were 
governed  strictly  by  your  letter  of  instructions  bearing  date  May  15th, 
1843. 

The  dividend  received  by  us  from  Wright’s  estate  amounted  in  all  to 
£18,791  8s.  4d. 

Which  was  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner: 

On  amount  of  Mrs.  HuxtabB,  as  before  shown, 

Messrs.  Few  &  Co’s,  cost  of  petition  and  suit, 

Messrs.  Amory  &  Co’s,  costs,  - 
Messrs.  Fuslcfields’  costs, 

Paid  Messrs.  Magniac,  Jardine  &  Co,,  for  interest  paid 
by  them  in  July,  1841,  - 

Paid  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.,  on  account  of  in¬ 
terest  paid  by  them  in  July,  1841, 

Paid  Messrs.  Hope  Sl  Co.,  on  account  of  interest  paid 
by  them  in  July,  1841,  • 


£4,125  1  Is.  5d. 
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£18,791  8s.  4d. 


I  herewith  transmit  the  letters  and  vouchers  obtained  from  the  several 
parties,  to  whom  the  money  was  paid,  which  you  will  find  designated  as 
follows.  The  letter  from  Messrs.  Amory,  Seweil  &  Moores,  marked  No. 
L  The  letter  from  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co,,  marked  No.  2.  The 
letters  from  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons&  Co,  marked  Nos.  3  and  4;  and  the 
letter  from  Messrs.  Magniac,  Jardine  &  Co.,  marked  No.  5.  I  also  trans¬ 
mit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  addressed  to  the  above  firms  on  the 
17th  July,  1844,  marked  No.  6. 

I  ascertained  that  (742)  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  bonds  of  £225 
each,  belonging  to  ihc  State  of  Illinois,  had  been  transferred  from  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Co.  to  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.,  and  were  still  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  latter.  On  applying  for  these  bonds  I  was  informed  that 
Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.  had  a  claim  of  £524  19s.  2d.  against  the 
State  of  Illinois,  for  the  payment  of  interest,  in  addition  to  the  one  we 
had  paid,  from  the  dividend  of  Wright  &  Co’s,  estate.  These  bonds  were 
all  properly  signed,  ready  for  sale,  and  1  was  apprehensive,  that  in  the 
event  of  the  failure  of  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.,  or  if  any  of  their 
clerks  should  prove  dishonest,  this  large  amount  of  bonds  might  be  secretly 
sold  and  pass  info  the  hands  of  innocent  holders,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
State.  To  avoid  this  1  took  up  the  bonds,  and  obtained  the  money  to  pay 
Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.  I  placed  twenty  bonds  as  collateral  se¬ 
curity  for  the  money  I  obtained;  and  the  remainder  of  the  bonds  (722) 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-two,  I  herewith  hand  you.  I  also  hand  you 
herewith  coupons  to  the  amount  of  £51  3s.,  received  from  Morrison,  Sons 
&  Co.  for  interest  paid  them. 

The  sixteen  bonds  received  from  Mrs.  Huxtable,  heretofore  described, 
were  handed  to  Mr.  Oakley,  which  I  understand  he  gave  to  your  Excel- 
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lency  on  his  return  from  London  last  year.  The  coupons  received  from 
the  firms  of  Hope  8l  Co.,  Magniac,  Jardine  <fc  Co.,  and  Morrison,  Sons 
&  Co.,  in  receipt  for  the  amount  they  received  from  the  dividend  of 
Wright  &  Co’s,  estate,  paid  to  them  by  us,  were  also  given  to  Mr.  Oakley, 
and  he  informed  me  that  he  likewise  handed  them  to  your  Excellency  at 
the  time  of  delivering  the  aforesaid  bonds. 

On  my  return  to  London  last  spring,  I  applied  to  the  assignees,  to  learn 
if  any  further  dividends  were  to  be  expected  from  Wright  &  Co’s,  estate. 
They  informed  me  that  they  were  ready  to  pay  another  dividend  of  one 
shilling  on  the  pound,  and  at  my  request  named  a  day  to  pay  it.  But 
when  I  applied  on  the  day  appointed,  1  was  informed  that  a  creditor  had 
filed  a  claim  of  £30,000  against  the  estate  of  Wright  &  Co.,  and  had  is¬ 
sued  an  injunction,  to  stay  the  payment  of  any  further  dividends,  until 
the  validity  of  his  claim  should  be  adjudicated  upon.  I  was  therefore 
unable  to  obtain  the  dividend  declared  by  the  assignees,  and  up  to  the 
latest  dales  of  my  letters  from  London,  no  action  had  been  taken  upon 
the  subject. 

This  is  the  present  condition  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
against  the  estate  of  xMessrs.  Wright  &  Co.  I  can  give  no  opinion  of  the 
probability  of  the  State’s  recovering  any  thing  more  from  this  estate.  I 
consider  it  extremely  doubtful. 

I  would  also  add,  that  in  the  compromise  with  Mrs.  Huxtable,  we 
agreed  that  semi-annual  bonds  should  be  exchanged  by  the  State  (if  any  in 
her  possession)  for  the  annual  bonds  which  were  held  by  her.  This 
would  only  place  the  bonds,  held  by  Mrs.  Huxtable,  upon  a  footing  with 
the  other  bonds  held  in  the  London  market.  The  State  passed  a  law  in 
1839,  authorizing  an  exchange  of  semi-annual  for  annual  bonds;  and  this 
exchange  was  made  I  believe  with  all  the  holders  except  Mrs.  Huxtable. 
The  exchange  was  not  made  with  her  for  the  same  reason  that  her  inter¬ 
est  was  not  paid  in  1841,  which!  stated  in  the  first  part  of  this  communi¬ 
cation. 

It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  Mrs.  Huxtable  that  she  should  be  put  in 
possession  of  the  same  kind  of  bonds,  as  the  other  holders.  She  purchased 
her  bonds  in  good  faith,  and  it  can  make  no  difference  to  the  State,  wheth¬ 
er  her  bonds  are  annual  or  semi  annual. 

^  All  of  which  is  resectfully  submitted. 


MICHAEL  RYAN. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

London,  July  17th,  1844. 

Messrs.  Morrison ,  Sons  dy*  Co., 

Gentlemen:  As  some  misapprehension  has  arisen  in  Illinois  as  to  the 
application  of  the  dividend  received  from  Wright  &  Co’s  estate,  will  you 
do  me  the  favor  to  state  what  sum  you  have  received  from  said  dividend; 
and 'also  whether  you  were  in  possession  of  the  coupons  for  which  you 
received  said  money,  in  July,  1841.  Or  whether  you  had  purchased  them 
since  the  failure  of  the  State  to  meet  her  interest. 

1  remain  respectfully,  yours, 

MICHAEL  RYAN. 


(No.  1.) 

Throgmorton  Street,  August  3d,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable  Michael  Ryan, 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  the 
dividends  received  from  the  estate  of  Messrs.  Wright&  Co.,  on  the  debts 
proved  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  amounted  to,  and  were  disposed 
of  as  follows: 

Dividends  received,  -  -  -  -  £18,791  8s.  4d 

Paid  Mrs  Huxtablc, 

Half  capital  paid,  £3,251  5s. 

Interest  thereon  at  5  per 

cent.,  -  -  494  16s.  5J. 

One  year’s  dividend  on 
£3,825  bonds  retained  at 
6  per  cent.,  .  -  229  10 

Cost,  150  TJ 

- £4,125  11s.  5d 

Paid  Messrs.  Few  and  Co’s,  costs  of  pe¬ 
tition  and  suit,  -  -  -  97  8  0 

Paid  Messrs.  Amory  Sz>  Co’s,  costs  of  pe¬ 
tition  and  suit,  -  232  5  8 

Paid  Messrs.  FuslefickTs  cost,  -  70  18  6 


£4,526 


Paid  Messrs.  Magniac  &  Co., 

1st  payment,  -  £3,700  18s  3d. 

2d  payment,  -  200  2  6 


3,901 


Paid  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons 

8l  Co.  1st  payment.  1,046  7s  2d^ 

2d  do  -  56  11  6 


— - 1,102 

Paid  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co., 

1st  payment,  -  8,785  19s  4d 

2d  do  -  475  6  0 

- - —  9,261 


3s. 


7d. 


0  9 

18  8 


5  4 


£18,791  Ss  4d 


£18,791  Ss.  4(L 
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We  think  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  write  to  us  informing  us  when 

you  arrive  in  America. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

AMOKY,  SEWELL  &  MOORES. 


(No.  2.) 

London,  July  22,  1844. 

Ser:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  we  beg  to  state,  that  we 
received  from  the  Illinois  Commissioners,  for  account  of  Messrs.  Hope  & 
Co.,  £8,785  19s.  4d.,  on  the  9th  August,  1843;  £475  6s.,  on  the  2d  Oc¬ 
tober,  1843,  and  that  the  Illinois  coupons,  against  which  these  sums  were 
intended,  were  received  by  us  on  the  14th  December,  1841. 

We  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

BARING,  BROTHER  &  CO. 


(No*  3.) 

London,  July  18th,  1844, 

M.  Ryan,  Esq.,  London, 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  the  enquiries  in  your  letter  of  yesterday,  we 
beg  to  state  that  the  dividend  received  by  us  from  Wright’s  estate,  was 
eleven  hundred  and  two  pounds  eighteen  shillings  eight  pence,  :'say 
f  1,102  18s.  8d.  sterling.)  We  did  not  purchase  the  Illinois  coupons  held 
by  us.  But  on  or  about  the  5th  October  1841,  Mr.  S.  Jaudon,  as  agent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  handed  them  to  us  to  be  collected,  and 
the  amount  applied  towards  the  repayment  of  an  advance  made  oy  us  to 
the  Bank  at  the  time.  We  understand  that  they  were  the  coupons  on 
certain  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  held  by  Messrs.  Rothschild,  on 
which  the  interest  due  July,  1841,  had  not  been  paid,  and  that  Mr.  Jau¬ 
don  having  paid  to  Messrs.  R.  that  interest,  so  as  to  place  them  on  a  par 
with  the  other  holders  of  Illinois  stock,  received  the  coupons  from  them. 

We  are,  dear  sir, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

MORRISON,  SONS  &  CO. 


(No.  4.) 

London,  Juty  18,  1814. 

M.  Ryan,  Esq.  present, 

Dear  Sir:  We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  you  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-four  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence, (say  £524  19s 
24  sterling,)  being  the  balance  due  to  us  on  certain  coupons  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  amounting  to  £\ ,458.  We  have  handed  to  you  the  balance  of  the 
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coupons,  viz:  £513  sterling,  the  rest  having  been  previously  delivered  to 
yourself  and  Mr.  Oakley.  We  have  also  handed  to  you  the  parcel  of  Il¬ 
linois  State  bonds  deposited  with  us,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  (say  £166,950  sterling.) 

We  annex  a  statement  of  our  account  with  the  State  of  Illinois  on  ac¬ 
count  of  these  coupons,  as  now  balanced  by  your  payment  to  us,  and  in 
further  explanation  we  also  annex  copy  of  the  former  account  rendered2to 
yourself  and  Col.  Oakley,  at  the  time  of  your  former  payment  to  us.  In  our 
account  we  have  charged  interest  from  October  last  on  £355  Is.  4d.  ster¬ 
ling  only,  although  the  balance  owing  to  us  was  £511  I8s.  6d.  We  have 
done  this  because  of  that  balance  £355  Is.  4d.  only  was  for  the  original 
principal,  the  rest  being  for  interest,  and  we  have  not  wished  to  charge 
the  State  with  interest  on  interest,  although  this  would  have  been  con¬ 
formable  to  mercantile  usage. 

We  are,  dear  sir, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

MORRISON,  SONS  &  CO. 

Illinois  Coupons— -Copy  of  former  account. 

Deposited  by  Wm.  S.  Jaudon,  coupons  due  1st  Monday 

of  July,  1841, . £1,458  OsOd 

Interest  to  23d  Oct.,  1843,  p.  note,  -  156  17s  2d 

£1,614  17s  2d 

Received  from  Messrs.  Oakley  &  Rvan 

9th  August,  1843,  -  -  '  £1,046  7s  2d 

2d  October,  “  -  -  56  11  6 

— - -  1,102  18s  8d 


£511  18s  6d 


Interest  Account . 


£1,458  Os  Od  | 

1,056  7s  2d) 

411  12s  10dJ 

56  11s  6d  ) 
355  Is  4d  J 


July  5,  1841,  to  Aug.  9, 

1843,  2  years  35  days,  £152  15s  lOd 

Aug.  9,  1843.  to  Oct.  2, 

54  days  3  0  11 

Oct.  2.  to  Oct.  23, 21  days,  10  5 


Oct.  23,  1843. 


£156  17s  2d 
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Balance  as  per  account  rendered  the  23d  Oct.,  1843,  £511  18s  6d 

Interest  on  £355  Is  4d  from  23d  Oct,  1843,  to  17th 

July,  1844,  268  days  -  -  -  -  •  13  Os  8d 


£524  19s  2d 

Credit  by  cash  received  from  M.  Ryan,  Esq.,  524  19s  2d 


MORRISON,  SONS  &  CO. 


47 

695 

-  742  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

£225  each,  £166,950 


Coupons . 

Handed  to  Col.  Oakley,  the  2d  October,  1843, 

Nos.  141  to  210 — 70  bonds,  -  £13  10s  each,  £945 

Now  delivered  to  M.  Ryan,  Esq.,  Nos.  211  to 

248 — 38  bonds,  -  -  -  -  13  10s  each,  513 


£1,458 


(No.  5.) 

London,  July,  18,  1814. 

Michael  Ryan,  Esq., 

Dear  Sin:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date  in  reference  to  a 
misapprehension  prevailing  in  Illinois,  as  to  the  application  by  us  of  the 
dividend  received  from  Wright’s  estate  last  year,  we  beg  to  say  that  the 
sums  we  received  for  that  dividend  were  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  9th  August,  1843,  -  -  -  £3,700  18s  3d 

And  on  the  2d  October,  same  year,  -  -  200  2s  6d 

Making,  -  -  -  -  £3,90 1  0s  94 

Carried  to  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  our  books,  as  part  li¬ 
quidation  of  moneys  advanced  by  us  for  the  State,  in  payment  of  coupons 
due  previous  to  July,  1841,  since  which  period,  or  before  it,  we  have  pur¬ 
chased  none. 

We  are,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

MAGN1AC,  JARDINE  &  Co. 


London,  July  1 7 ,  1844. 

Nos,  l,S5l  to  1,200, 

“  i  ,306  to  2,000, 


t 


REPORT 


OF  TUB 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 


Auditor’s  Office, 

January  15,  1845. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution,  directing  the  Auditor  to  report  what 
amount  would  be  added  to  the  State  revenue  upon  the  condition  that  the 
Legislature,  at  its  present  session,  should  take  the  land  tax  from  the  coun¬ 
ties,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  and  accompany¬ 
ing  table. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  what  number  of  counties  have  failed  to  report 
to  this  office  under  a  resolution  of  the  House,  directing  an  immediate  re¬ 
turn  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  taxable  real  estate  in  the  several  coun¬ 
ties  of  the  State; — what  amount  was  levied  on  real  estate  for  State  and 
county  purposes  respectively ;  what  amount  on  personal  property  for 
these  purposes.  Had  these  counties,  in  obedience  to  instructions  addres¬ 
sed  to  them  under  the  authority  of  the  resolution  alluded  to,  have  repor¬ 
ted,  the  aggregate  of  taxable  real  estate  would  be  increased  in  round 
numbers,  about  $3,500,000, — making  a  gross  aggregate  of  about  $54,- 
000,000  of  real  estate  subject  to  taxation.  This  amount  is  doubtless  far 
below  the  true  estimate,  for  in  many  cases,  town  property  is  not  counted 
in  the  aggregate  of  real  estate,  and  in  one  instance,  it  is  put  down  as  per¬ 
sonal  property.  The  entire  amount  of  real  estate  taxable  for  1844,  had 
it  all  been  faithfully  assessed,  would,  without  doubt,  have  reached  the 
sum  of  $60,000,000.  The  value  of  such  property  for  the  current  year 
(1845)  may  be  safely  estimated  at  $70,000,000.  In  all  the  northern  coun¬ 
ties  (in  many  of  which  there  has  heretofore  been  no  taxable  real  estate) 
that  source  of  revenue  will  be  greatly  increased. 

The  amount  of  revenue,  derived  to  the  State  at  twenty  cents  on  every 
hundred  dollar’s  worth  of  real  estate,  is,  you  will  find  from  the  table, 
$110,788  62;  which  sum  being  added  to  that  derived  from  personal  pro¬ 
perty,  in  connection  with  the  sums  charged  against  those  counties  which 
have  failed  to  report,  will  make  the  amount  set  down  against  the  several 
collectors  of  the  State  for  IS 44. — See  Auditor’s  report,  December  5th, 
1844. 
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32,786  42 
195,560  76 

$210,000  00 

63,515  90 
70,000  00 
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The  amount  of  personal  estate,  taxable  for  1844,  rejecting  the  above 
excepted  counties,  is  $16,413,341  20. 

The  amount  of  State  revenue  derived  to  the  State  from 
personal  property  for  the  year  1844,  leaving  out  the 
delinquent  counties,  is  ----- 
From  real  estate  for  county  purposes  it  is,  for  the  same  year, 

Adding  said  delinquents  it  would  swell  the  above  sum  to 
upwards  of  -  -  - 

From  personal  estate  for  county  purposes,  with  the  same 
exceptions,  it  is, 

Adding  them,  however,  will  increase  this  sum  to  -  .  , .  .  _  .  _ 

Making  a  gross  aggregate  from  both  sources  of  $280,000,  levied  in  the 
several  counties  of  this  State  for  county  purposes. 

Adding  the  aggregates,  levied  from  all  sources  and  you  have  the  gross 
amount  of  $430,000. 

Adding  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  levied  on  real  estate  for  county 
purposes,  at  the  ratios  adopted  by  the  several  county  authorities,  to  the 
amount  levied,  for  State  purposes,  on  real  estate  (including  the  delinquent 
counties  in  both  cases;)  and  they  make  the  sum  of  $320,788  62. 

Adding  the  sum  derived  to  the  counties  from  real  estate  to  the  whole 
amount  of  State  revenue,  and  you  have  about  $355,000. 

Excluding  the  State  revenue  arising  from  personal  property,  and  ad¬ 
ding  the  residue  to  the  amount  of  county  real  estate  revenue,  and  you 
have  about,  $322,000. 

These  calculations  are  all  predicated  on  the  various  levies  imposed  by 
the  several  county  authorities  who  have  control  of  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor. 


A  STATEMENT  showing  the  aggregate  amount  of  real  and  personal  property  assessed  in  each  county  together  with  the 
amount  of  State  and  County  tax ,  levied  on  each  separately,  for  the  year  1844.  Also,  the  aggregate  amount  of  town  property* 
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See  last  page.  f  No  taxable  real  estate  in  these  counties. 
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Illinois 

Legis. 


H.  R. 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

AUDITOR  OR  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to  furnish  the  House  with 
certain  tabular  statements  herewith  submitted . 


JANUARY  7,  1845. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  200  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Auditor’s  Office, 

January  7,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable ,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to  furnish  the 
House  with  tables  showing  the  population  of  each  county  by  the  last  cen¬ 
sus,  the  amount  of  taxes  received  from  each  county  for  the  years  1843 
and  1844,  together  with  the  amount  paid  out  to  each  county  for  said  years 
1843  and  1844,  shewing  how  much  more  each  county  in  the  State  has 
paid  than  it  has  received  back  from  the  State:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  accompanying  tables. 

Most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor. 


(186)  2 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  showing  the  population  of  the  different 

counties  of  the  State. 


Counties. 

Males. 

Females. 

Negroes. 

Adams,  -  - 

8,585 

7,404 

34 

Alexander,  —  — 

1,632 

1,365 

9 

Bond,  -  - 

Boone,  -  - 

2,749 

955 

2,450 

814 

12 

Brown,  -  - 

2,175 

1,993 

6 

Bureau,  -  - 

1,780 

1,364 

15 

Calhoun,  -  - 

942 

701 

7 

Carroll,  -  — 

697 

477 

4 

Cass,  -  - 

1,563 

1,399 

12 

Christian,  -  - 

925 

815 

2 

Clay, 

1,739 

1,522 

22 

Clark,  —  — 

4,136 

3,480 

29 

Champaign,  -  — 

819 

772 

1 

Clinton,  —  — 

2,000 

1,707 

121 

Coles,  -  — 

5,161 

4,662 

34 

Cook,  -  - 

Crawford,  -  - 

De  Kalb,  -  — 

Be  Witt,  -  - 

6,361 

4,630 

64 

2,295 

977 

1,770 

2,307 

767 

1,612 

31 

Du  Page,  —  - 

1,976 

1,636 

3 

Edgar,  -  - 

Edwards,  -  - 

Effingham,  -  - 

4,350 

3,947 

40 

1,613 

913 

1,402 

823 

58 

Fayette,  -  - 

3,324 

2,811 

89 

Franklin,  -  - 

1,945 

1,782 

10 

Fulton,  -  - 

7,126 

6,435 

31 

Gallatin,  —  — 

5,621 

5,107 

780 

Greene,  -  — 

Hamilton,  —  - 

5,661 

5,282 

50 

2,216 

2,041 

18 

Hancock,  -  — 

5,284 

4,728 

13 

Hardin,  —  - 

710 

645 

43 

Henry,  -  - 

724 

533 

4 

Iroquois,  -  - 

935 

813 

1 

Jackson,  -  - 

1,831 

1,700 

64 

Jasper,  —  - 

795 

577 

43 

Jefferson,  -  - 

2,837 

2,771 

12 

Jersey,  —  — 

2,428 

2,121 

23 

Jo  Daviess,  -  - 

3,823 

2,543 

128 

Johnson,  -  - 

1,962 

1,759 

3,082 

22 

Kane,  -  - 

3,641 

2 

Knox,  -  - 

3,768 

3,404 

3 

Lake,  —  _ 

1,556 

1.339 

10 

La  Salle,  -  - 

6,176 

3,824 

13 

Lawrence,  -  - 

3,590 

3,263 

208 

3 


(187) 


Same  Statement — Continued. 


Counties. 


Lee, 

Livingston, 

Logan, 

Macon, 

Macoupin, 

McLean, 

McDonough, 

McHenry, 

Madison, 

Marion, 

Marshall, 

Menard, 

Mercer, 

Montgomery, 

Monroe, 

Morgan, 

Ogle, 

Peoria, 

Perry, 

Pope, 

Pike, 

Putnam, 

Randolph, 

Rock  Island, 

Sangamon, 

Scott, 

Schuyler, 

Shelby, 

Stark, 

St.  Clair, 

Stephenson, 

Tazewell, 

Union, 

Vermilion, 

Wabash, 

W  arren, 

Washington, 

Wayne, 

White, 

Whiteside, 

Will, 

Williamson, 

Winnebago, 


Males. 


1,127 
418 
1.275 
1J15 
4.073 
3,4S2 
2,825 
1,613 
7,135 
2,505 
979 
2,381 
1,370 
2,299 
2,416 
7,952 
1 ,938 
3,801 
1,738 
2,056 
6,166 
1.150 
4,210 
1,477 
7,890 
3,138 
3,713 
3,454 
841 
7,061 
1,630 
4,527 
2,665 
4,587 
2313 
3,755 
2,492 
2,673 
4,098 
1,382 
5,680 
2,205 
2,513 


254,775 


Females. 


785 

332 

1,087 

1,517 

3,749 

3,076 

2.530 

1,388 

5,815 

2,293 

861 

2,086 

1,162 

2,134 

1,974 

7,386 

1,504 

3,240 

1,483 

5,661 

1,744 

952 

3,606 

1,071 

7,158 

3,002 

3,379 

3,283 

790 

5.846 

1,234 

4,016 

2,603 

4,320 

2,082 

3,125 

2,272 

2,472 

3,772 

1,075 

3,528 

2,106 

2,027 


220,089 


Negroes. 


8 

1 

1 

45 

13 
3 

1 

310 

2 

14 
3 

76 

76 

5 

12 

1 

15 
74 

1 

340 

9 

175 

22 

40 

22 

1 

433 

5 

23 

28 

12 

38 

30 

45 

3 

66 

11 

28 

5 


4,056 
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(188) 

AMO  UNTS  of  the  interest  which  has  accrued  on  the  School ,  College  and 
Seminary  Funds ,  up  to  January  1st,  1845,  apportioned  among  the  several 
counties  of  the  State . 


Counties. 

Amount. 

Counties. 

Amount. 

Adams, 

$1,670  95 

Livingston, 

$75  25 

Alexander, 

•» 

172  80 

Logan, 

- 

246  32 

Bond, 

550  39 

Macon, 

- 

269  12 

Boone, 

166  37 

Madison, 

- 

1,231  19 

Brown, 

444  08 

Macoupin, 

- 

840  00 

Bureau, 

298  52 

Marion, 

- 

525  79 

Calhoun, 

157  13 

Marshall, 

- 

183  31 

Carroll, 

102  84 

Menard, 

- 

384  17 

Cass, 

294  84 

Mercer, 

- 

255  57 

Christian, 

— 

181  74 

Montgomery, 

- 

480  05 

Clay, 

283  77 

Monroe, 

- 

425  77 

Clark, 

797  58 

Morgan, 

- 

1,677  36 

Champaign, 

165  68 

Massac, 

- 

296  24 

Clinton, 

«* 

392  60 

Moultrie, 

- 

220  80 

Coles, 

mm 

785  46 

Mason, 

- 

214  51 

Cook, 

mm 

819  23 

Marquette, 

- 

Crawford, 

512  18 

McLean, 

- 

444  14 

Cumberland, 

- 

304  36 

McDonough, 

- 

578  16 

De  Kalb, 

- 

171  43 

McHenry, 

- 

284  55 

De  Witt, 

- 

289  30 

Ogle, 

- 

324  87 

Du  Page, 

• 

336  22 

Peoria, 

- 

678  34 

Edgar, 

- 

889  05 

Perry, 

- 

342  85 

Edwards, 

• 

317  89 

Pike, 

- 

1,245  33 

Effingham, 

• 

182  78 

Pope, 

- 

216  16 

Fayette, 

- 

675  74 

Putnam, 

- 

206  52 

Franklin, 

- 

412  68 

Pulaski, 

- 

188  14 

Fulton, 

am 

1,396  34 

Piatt, 

- 

93  58 

Gallatin, 

am 

1,148  79 

Randolph, 

- 

795  41 

Greene, 

am 

1,184  93 

Rock  Island, 

- 

226  42 

Grundy, 

• 

64  03 

Richland, 

- 

298  15 

Hancock, 

- 

1,029  57 

Sangamon, 

- 

1,531  44 

Hamilton, 

• 

481  81 

Scott, 

- 

647  82 

Hardin, 

- 

139  66 

Schuyler, 

- 

761  45 

Henry, 

rna 

120  81 

Shelby, 

- 

565  15 

Henderson, 

- 

261  00 

Stark, 

- 

162  48 

Iroquois, 

- 

179  46 

St.  Clair, 

- 

1,234  33 

Jackson, 

• 

387  61 

Stephenson, 

- 

274  59 

Jasper, 

- 

134  95 

Tazewell, 

- 

720  80 

Jefferson, 

632  44 

Union, 

• 

573  09 

Jersey, 

- 

466  27 

Vermilion, 

- 

971  80 

Jo  Daviess, 

- 

545  51 

Wabash, 

- 

440  78 

Johnson, 

- 

264  21 

Warren, 

- 

437  42 

Kane, 

- 

512  23 

Washington, 

- 

512  87 

Knox, 

- 

749  05 

Wayne, 

- 

560  35 

Kendall, 

281  44 

White, 

861  29 

Lake, 

- 

265  95 

Whiteside, 

- 

224  85 

La  Salle, 

• 

539  00 

Will, 

- 

753  60 

Lawrence, 

- 

491  50 

Williamson, 

• 

482  68 

Lee, 

169  51 

Winnebago, 

- 

406  04 

Woodford,  N 

- 

272  87 

5 
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(189) 


A  STATEMENT  of  the  Nett  Revenue  paid  for  1843  and  1844,  and  a 
Comparative  Statement  of  the  Revenue  of  1843,  and  of  1844. 


Counties. 

1843, 

Taxes  paid 
Treasurer. 

1844, 

Taxes  paid 
Treasurer. 

1843, 

Assessed  revenue. 

1844, 

Assessed  revenue. 

Adams, 

Alexander, 

$4,670  43 

*4,930  62 

$5,034  85 
585  18 

Bond, 

361  94 

1,102  62 

1,197  43 

Boone, 

31  -26 

166  70 

318  98 

Brown, 

753  44 

1,286  00 

1,374  78 

Bureau, 

2,027  92 

$14  13 

2,164  89 

2,172  13 
805  04 

Calhoun, 

Carroll, 

847  11 

121  19 

900  16 
156  15 

Cass, 

Clay, 

1,278  42 

1,368  07 
429  31 

1,270  47 
548  42 

Clark, 

1,288  57 

1,460  01 

1,372  53 

Coles, 

1,817  49 

1,944  00 

1,909  18 

Cook, 

3,252  32 

4,501  47 

6,333  49 

Clinton, 

885  62 

1,004  00 

1,306  43 

Crawford, 

808  97 

898  60 

955  56 

Christian, 

897  12 

1,007  62 

1,002  59 

Cumberland, 

255  75 

309  79 

387  80 

Champaign, 

502  04 

627  98 

636  48 

De  Witt, 

Be  Kalb, 

840  71 
125  83 

946  86 
154  46 

924  07 

Du  Page, 

455  22 

524  78 

604  67 

Edgar, 

2,328  53 

2,440  45 

2,364  55 

Edwards, 

Effingham, 

753  88 

10  00 

813  67 
163  94 

887  13 
357  42 

Fayette, 

Franklin, 

695  26 

1,086  50 
348  48 

764  76 
448  51 

Fulton, 

4,380  56 

4,506  59 

4,575  63 

Gallatin, 

1,907  20 

2,037  78 

1,902  93 

Greene, 

2,226  68 

321  90 

2,478  27 

2,323  02 

Grundy, 

203  17 

661  61 

665  82 

Hamilton, 

309  35 

20  00 

349  35 

375  60 

Hancock, 

4,160  37 

413  70 

4,370  04 

4,018  25 

Hardin, 

160  75 

209  74 

202  11 

Henry, 

1,243  14 

1,342  34 

1,240  99 

Henderson, 

1,518  70 

1,575  25 

1,542  89 

Iroquois, 

Jackson, 

538  82 

594  20 

722  00 

583  91 

823  30 

861  46 

Jasper, 

226  00 

276  94 

298  66 

Jefferson, 

610  47 

369  23 

890  16 

925  00 

Jersey, 

1,587  77 

700  00 

1,705  84 

2,159  02 

Jo  Daviess, 
Johnson, 

1,740  73 

2,196  75 
356  88 

3,017  58 
398  95 

(ISO) 
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Same  Statement — Continued. 


Counties. 

1843, 

Taxes  paid 
Treasurer. 

1844, 

Taxes  paid. 
Treasurer. 

1843, 

Assessed  revenue. 

1844, 

Assessed  revenue. 

Kane, 

$465  78 

$519  12 

$664  74 

Knox, 

3,082  83 

3,186  53 

3,410  22 

Kendall, 

200  00 

606  54 

637  00 

Lake, 

268  80 

326  37 

402  14 

La  Salle, 

2,727  55 

$125  00 

3,075  80 

2,938  41 

Lawrence, 

I 

960  13 

Lee, 

'  169  OS 

204  91 

217  06 

Livingston, 

69  30 

87  46 

176  53 

Logan, 

1,253  92 

1,398  57 

1,329  74 

Macon, 

966  53 

1,063  36 

1,006  18 

Macoupin, 

2,993  65 

3,296  49 

3,164  03 

Madison, 

4,795  35 

1,749  98 

6,038  45 

6,124  90 

Marion, 

789  00 

962  96 

939  24 

Marshall, 

1,251  92 

1,331  79 

1,470  79 

Massac, 

246  00 

365  88 

371  18 

Menard, 

1,173  51 

1,285  63 

1,302  76 

Mercer, 

1,465  32 

1,536  62 

1,400  20 

Montgomery, 

395  22 

1,312  04 

1,231  47 

Monroe, 

846  28 

1,303  92 

1,378  71 

Morgan, 

1,S75  02 

4,851  20 

4,798  68 

Moultrie, 

477  27 

522  56 

560  77 

Mason, 

407  50 

495  62 

563  54 

McLean, 

2,200  00 

2,440  92 

2,483  32 

McHenry, 

258  45 

297  96 

466  03 

McDonough, 

2,706  28 

2,795  5S 

2,775  71 

Ogle, 

282  70 

316  05 

440  13 

Peoria, 

2,152  30 

2.831  56 

4,078  24 

Perry, 

684  40 

775  2* 

Pike, 

4,435  45 

464  17 

4,584  84 

4,062  5f 

Pulaski, 

299  05 

351  00 

Pope, 

261  00 

50  00 

420  OS 

479  67 

Piatt, 

347  59 

370  80 

380  15 

Putnam, 

836  54 

872  01 

956  2T 

Randolph, 

2,033  01 

2,068  39 

2,195  89 

Richland, 

308  08 

383  3* 

Rock  Island, 

1,037  67 

1,109  85 

1,168  5;1 

Sangamon, 

5,500  83 

6,396  78 

6,130  (y- 

Scott, 

1,210  00 

1,631  80 

1,43S  &, 

Schuyler, 

334  51 

2,081  58 

2,179  00 

Shelby, 

1.219  25 

100  00 

1,316  35 

1,487  45 

Stark, 

1,034  79 

1,067  10 

1,035  19 

St.  Clair, 

3,371  79 

4,065  28 

Stephenson, 

294  88 

301  13 

Tazewell, 

1,657  04 

3,100  16 

3,378  00 
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t*  —  .1  ..  . . 

Counties. 

1843, 

Taxes  paid 
Treasurer. 

1844, 

Taxes  paid 
Treasurer. 

1843, 

Assessed  revenue. 

1844, 

Assessed  revenue. 

Union, 

$921  50 

$938  99 

$914  26 

Vermilion, 

3,054  85 

$365  00 

3,102  28 

3,230  85 

Wabash, 

941  60 

100  00 

1,106  90 

1,092  S9 

Warren, 

2,476  07 

2,548  29 

2,112  68 

Wayne, 

642  55 

724  87 

770  94 

White, 

731  41 

1,193  03 

1,275  29 

Will, 

2,232  11 

2,521  02 

3,094  34 

Whiteside, 

154  00 

233  17 

213  47 

Woodford, 

803  94 

871  22 

1,129  40 

Williamson, 

185  55 

420  34 

399  06 

Washington, 

100  50 

25  00 

1,037  13 

971  09 

Winnebago, 

422  84 

440  31 

605  00 

*  • 
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Illinois 

Legxs. 


H.  R. 


14tii  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


COMMUNICATION 

\ 

FROM 


THE  GOVERNOR, 


In  relation  to  the  late  mission  of  Messrs.  Leavitt  and  Oakley  to  London ,  on 
business  connected  with  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 


FEBRUARY  14,  1845. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  10,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 

the  General  Assembly. 


Executive  Department, 
Springfield  .Feb.  13,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and 

\ 

House  oj  Representatives: 

I  learn  from  Messrs.  Leavitt  and  Oakley,  recently  arrived  in  this  city 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  getting  a  full  subscription  of  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  canal.  The  subscribers  dis¬ 
claim  any  intention  of  dictating  to  the  Legislature  the  terms  upon  which 
the  advance  is  to  be  made,  though  they  hope  for  and  expect  some  legisla¬ 
tion  for  the  relief  of  the  public  creditors. 

They  suggest  that  it  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  them,  if  a  tax 
should  be  levied  under  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  now  in  session, 
and  means  secured  to  pay  an  half  yearly  dividend  on  the  first  of  July, 
1846,  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  existing  debt,  which,  tak¬ 
ing  that  whole  existing  debt  to  amount  to  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
would  require  annually,  $110,000. 

That  the  interest  remain  at  one  per  cent,  till  the  1st  July,  1848,  when 
a  dividend  of  one  percent,  be  paid,  making  annually,  two  per  cent. 

That  the  interest  should  remain  at  2  per  cent,  until  the  1st  July,  1850, 
when  a  dividend  should  be  made  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent.,  making  an¬ 
nually,  three  per  cent. 
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That  the  interest  should  remain  at  three  per  cent  till  the  first  of  July, 
1852,  when  a  dividend  should  be  made  of  two  per  cent.,  making  annually, 
four  per  cent. 

That  the  interest  should  remain  at  four  per  cent,  till  the  first  of  July 
1854,  when  a  dividend  should  be  made  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  mak¬ 
ing  annually,  five  per  cent. 

That  the  interest  should  remain  at  five  per  cent,  till  the  1st  of  July 
1856,  when  an  half  yearly  dividend  of  three  per  cent,  should  be  made, 
making  annually,  six  percent. 

That  the  arrears  of  interest  up  to  the  1st  of  January  1856,  as  well  as 
the  difference  between  the  interest  due  and  the  interest  paid  up  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1856,  should  be  funded  in  a  State  stock,  to  begin  bearing 
interest  on  the  1st  of  July,  1856,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

All  the  canal  bonds  to  which  the  privilege  of  priority  of  payment  from 
the  canal  and  canal  lands  is  to  be  conceded  must  be  registered  within  one 
year  from  the  appointment  of  the  trustees. 

That  distinct  bonds  be  given  for  the  arrearages  and  difference  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  first  of  July,  1856,  and  when  any  payment  of  part  of  these 
shall  be  made  by  the  canal  trustees,  bonds  should  be  issued  by  them  for 
the  remainder  till  due. 

When  the  amount  due  for  arrears  and  difference  of  interest  on  the  re¬ 
gistered  bonds  is  extinguished,  the  turn  ought  to  come  of  the  unregistered 
bonds,  on  which  new^  bonds  should  be  issued  distinct  from  those  issued  for 
the  internal  improvement  bonds. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  subscribers  that  the  sinking  fund  of  the  canal 
will  thus  work  for  the  decided  advantage  of  the  registered  bonds,  but 
relieve  first  the  State  from  that  portion  of  the  deferred  debt  arising  from 
the  canal  loans,  which  would  otherwise  begin  bearing  interest  in  1856. 

They  also  suggest  a  provision  to  be  inserted  that  in  case  the  Treasurer 
has  funds  on  hand  for  more  than  a  year’s  interest  beyond  the  coming  half 
year’s  dividend,  the  surplus  should  he  applied  to  buy  up  the  deferred 
bonds  without  distinction  at  the  market  price;  or  if  they  are  ever  above 
par  to  pay  them  off  by  lottery. 

They  suggest  also  that  the  votes  for  trustees  ought  to  be  regulated  by 
the  amount  of  subscription  by  each  party,  viz:  one  vote  for  each  subscrip¬ 
tion  on  one  bond,  in  other  words  each  subscriber  to  have  one  vote  for 
each  $320  subscribed. 

Authority  ought  to  be  given,  they  suggest,  to  pay  out  of  the  first  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  canal  and  canal  lands  all  preliminary  expenses  incurred,  if  no 
other  provision  is  made  by  the  Slate  for  their  repayment. 

And  they  are  willing  that  whatever  tax  law  which  may  be  passed 
should  not  come  into  operation  until  the  Governor  is  satisfied  that  the 
sum  of  $1,600,000,  will  be  at  the  command  of  the  trustees. 

I  do  not  understand  that  the  foregoing  terms  are  propounded  and  inten¬ 
ded  to  be  insisted  on  in  every  particular  as  conditions  upon  which  the 
advance  will  be  made.  On  the  contrary,  in  making  these  suggestions 
the  bond-holders  disclaim  any  intention  of  dictating  even  in  appearance, 
to  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  however,  that  they 
expect  from  our  justice  that  a  provision  should  be  made  for  the  relief  of 
the  public  creditors,  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  either  to 
adopt  this  plan  or  some  other  which  may  be  consistent  with  its  spirit,  and 
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which  upon  conference  may  be  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Deviations  will 
not  be  objected  to  which  will  substantially  give  full  security  for  the  hew 
advance  of  $1,600,000,  the  advantage  proposed  by  the  law  to  the  sub¬ 
scribers  who  may  register  their  old  canal  bonds;  and  the  adaptation  of 
the  new  debentures  for  that  purpose;  the  subsequent  benefit  contained  in 
the-law  for  those  holders  of  canal  bonds  who  may  not  have  registered  and 
the  insurance  to  the  creditors  of  Illinois,  of  all  classes,  the  engagement  of 
the  produce  of  such  a  tax  for  the  payment  of  some  dividend  on  its  debts 
as  may  be  fairly  required  from  the  State,  without  being  too  burdensome 
for  its  resources. 

It  is  also  expected  and  insisted  on  by  the  subscribers  that  the  law  ought 
expressly  to  provide  that  a  majority  of  the  trustees  should  bind  the 
whole;  and  that  the  proviso  of  the  21st  section  of  the  canal  law  of  the 
last  session  should  be  so  amended  as  to  make  it  clear  that  the  subscribers 
will  be  entitled  to  a  priority  in  the  payment  of  their  advances,  and  the 
bonds  to  be  registered  by  them  and  the  interest  thereon. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

a  THOMAS  FORD. 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 


Transmitting  to  the  General  Assembly  an  abstract  of  the  votes  polled  in  the 
State  of  Illinois ,  for  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ,  November  4,  1844. 


JANUARY  13,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Department  of  State,  ') 

Springfield ,  January  9,  1845.  ) 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  Frequent  enquiries  having  been  made  at  my  office,  respecting 
the  official  result  of  the  electoral  vote  in  this  State,  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have?  deemed  it  necessary  to 
make  out  an  abstract  of  all  the  votes  given  in  the  respective  counties 
for  each  elector,  all  of  which  I  herewith  submit  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  State . 
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Illinois 

Legis. 


H.R. 


14thAssEM. 

1st  Session* 


MONEY  P  AID  EXPRESSES. 


* 

IN  HOUSE,  DEC.  9,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 

the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  expresses : 

COMMUNICATION  : 

State  Department, 
Springfield ,  December  9,  1844. 

To  the  Hon .  the  Speaker  of 

the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  7th  inst* 
requesting  “the  Secretary  of  State  to  transmit  to  the  House  the  amount  of 
money  due  or  paid  to  persons  who  may  have  been  employed  as  expresses 
in  returning  the  abstracts  of  votes  given  in  the  different  counties  in  this 
State,  at  the  late  election  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  also  the 
amount  paid  or  due  persons  going  on  expresses  to  the  electors  with  the 
certificates  of  their  election.” 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  4th  section  of 
an  act  entitled  “An  act  directing  the  mode  of  electing  electors  of  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,”  approved  January  11, 
1827,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  directed  to  “certify  to  the  Auditor  how 
much  each  express  shall  be  entitled  to  for  services  rendered  under  this 
act,”  which  certificate  when  made,  is  filed  in  the  Auditor's  office;  no 
memorandum  being  retained  in  my  office  of  the  amount  paid  to  said  ex¬ 
presses.  All  the  information  desired  in  the  resolution  can  be  obtained  at 
the  Auditor’s  office. 

All  ol  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  State . 
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Illinois  ) 
Legis.  ) 


H.  R. 


(14th  Assem. 
(  1st  Session. 


ENGRAVED  PLATES  BELONGING  TO  THE  STATE. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEC.  9,  1844. 
Head,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
L - - - 


The  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  the  following  communication 
relative  to  the  engraved  plates  belonging  to  the. State : 

COMMUNICATION: 


Executive  Department,  ) 

Springfield ,  December  9,  1844.  ) 

To /he  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  re¬ 
questing  information  of  the  Governor  whether  the  joint  lesolution  of  the 
two  Houses  at  the  last  session  relative  to  the  engraved  plates  belonging 
to  the  State  has  been  complied  with  by  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
during  the  year  1843, 1  made  some  enquiries,  as  to  the  places  where  those 
plates  might  be  found. 

On  the  13th  day  of  March,  1844,  I  requested  and  authorized  Charles 
Oakley,  in  writing,  of  that  date  to  make  all  necessary  enquiries  on 
that  subject,  and  also  to  receive  and  receipt  for  said  plates.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  Oakley  has  been  continually  absent  from  the  State,  and  as  yet 
has  made  no  report  to  me  on  the  subject}  so  that  I  am  unable  at  this  time 
to  say  whether  those  plates  have  been  collected  or  not. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  &c.  _ 

THOMAS  FORD. 


* 

x  **■ 

'  ^ 

* 


<  . 


•V 


. 


f  -•  v  '  .  •  '■  ■  ■ , 


. 


‘ 


'  '  ■  .  .  ,  ,  . /  ,  .  n[ 


'  '  -  '  ; 


■ 


*  •  • 


1  v-n 


Illinois 

Leois. 


II.  R. 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


PRIVATE  ACTS  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEC.  13,  1844. 
Head  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  the  private  acts  of  the  present 
General  Assembly: 

COMMUNICATION. 

Department  of  State, 

Springfield ,  December  13,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adop¬ 
ted  the  12th  inst.  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives,  “what  number  of  copies  of  the  acts  of  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  will  in  his  opinion,  be  requisite  to  sup¬ 
ply  all  the  public  officers  entitled  thereto,  and  to  retain  the  usual  number 
in  the  Secretary’s  office.” 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  an 
estimate  made,  of  the  number  of  public  officers  in  this  State  entitled  to 
copies  of  the  laws,  the  number  required  to  be  retained  in  the  Secretary’s 
office,  and  the  number  to  be  sent  to  the  different  States  and  Territories; 
5,820  copies  would  be  requisite,  and  sufficient  for  the  entire  supply. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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(1st  Session. 

SCRIP  PAID  BY  THE  CITIZENS  OF  SPRINGFIELD. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEC.  14,  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following  report  from  the  Audi¬ 
tor  of  Public  Accounts: 

REPORT: 

« 

Auditor’s  Office,  December  14,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to  inform  the 
House  whether  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  or  any  part  thereof, 
have  been  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Springfield  for  the  erection  of  the 
State  House  as  provided  by  the  act  of  1836  and  ’37. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  prior  to  the  year  1841,  the  citizens  of 
Springfield  had  paid  $33,333  33i,  part  of  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
question,  and  that  during  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1840 
and  ’41 ,  an  act  was  passed  entitled  “An  act  authorising  certain  debtors 
of  the  State  to  discharge  their  indebtedness  in  Illinois  Internal  Improve¬ 
ment  scrip. 

Under  which  act,  March  15,  1843,  a  payment  of  $10,103  25  was 
made,  and  on  the  19th  June  following,  final  settlement  of  the  balance 
was  effected  by  the  payment  of  $6,563  41.  Both  of  these  payments 
were  made  in  Illinois  Internal  Improvement  scrip. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor . 
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PUBLIC  PRINTING. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEO.  19,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  report  in  relation  to 
the  public  printing: 

REPORT : 


Office  of  the  Public  Printers, 
Springfield ,  III.  Dec.  18,  1844. 

To  the  Hon .  the  Speaker  of 

the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  16th  instant,  request¬ 
ing  the  Public  Printers  to  furnish  this  House  as  early  as  convenient,  with 
the  cost  for  printing  the  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Auditor’s  report,  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  its  present  ses¬ 
sion  ;  also  the  cost  of  the  number  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  Senate; 
also,  the  cost  of  printing  the  same  in  the  volume  of  reports  and  the  laws, 
particularly  specifying  the  charge  for  composition,  for  press-work,  for 
folding  and  stitching,  and  paper.  We  respectfully  state  that,  upon  put¬ 
ting  the  said  Auditor’s  report  in  type,  we  ascertained  that  we  could  print 
the  Treasurer’s  report  in  the  same  form,  without  additional  expense,  and 
accordingly  such  arrangement  was  made.  The  following  bill  is  therefore 
the  cost  of  printing  both  the  Auditor’s  and  Treasurer’s  reports  : 

For  composition,  -  -  -  -  §61  07 

For  press- work,  -  -  -  4  50 

For  paper,  -  -  -  -  10  00 

For  folding  and  stitching,  -  -  3  00 


$78  57 

For  printing  the  same  report  for  the  Senate,  the  cost  will  be  $67  32. 

We  cannot  at  present,  until  the  printing  of  the  volumes  of  laws  and 
reports  are  commenced,  inform  the  House  of  the  exact  amount  of  the 
cost  of  printing  the  same  in  those  volumes  ;  but  the  account  will  not  vary 
materially  from  the  cost  of  printing  the  same  for  the  Senate. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serv’ts, 

WALTERS  &  WEBER, 
Public  Printers . 
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✓ 


WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEC.  20,  1844. 
Bead;  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  bid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 

the  Secretary  of  State. 

COMMUNICATION: 

Department  op  State,  ) 
Springfield ,  Dec .  20,  1844.  y 

To  the  Hon,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopt¬ 
ed  on  the  18th  inst.  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform  the  House 
“whether  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  ‘An  act  to  regulate  weights 
and  measures,’  approved  March  4,  1843,  has  been  complied  with.” 

In  reply,  I  fiave  the  honor  to  state  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  said  act.  The  8th  section  of  the  above 
entitled  act  requires  the  State  sealer  to  furnish  the  respective  counties  of 
the  State  with  copies  of  the  original  standards,  and  deposite  the  same  in 
the  office  of  the  county  sealers  at  the  expense  of  the  counties.  The 
means  provided  for  procuring  and  depositing  the  copies  in  the  different 
counties,  being  uncertain,  I  have  been  unable  to  make  any  contract  as 
directed  by  the  8th  section  of  said  act.  Many  of  the  counties  are  una¬ 
ble  to  meet  their  legal  liablities,  and  their  orders  are  consequently  great¬ 
ly  depreciated,  some  with  perhaps  only  50  cents  on  the  dollar;  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  therefore,  with  whom  I  might  contract,  at  fair  cash  prices  would, 
when  he  delivered  a  copy  at  the  proper  offices,  receive  orders  which  he 
could  not  convert  into  money  unless  at  a  great  sacrifice.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons  I  have  not  been  able  to  comply  with  the  8th  and  9th  sections  of  the 
above  entitled  act. 

If  the  Legislature  would  direct  the  counties  to  set  aside  a  sufficient 
sum  for  this  specific  purpose,  the  provisions  of  the  law  could  be  promptly 
complied  with. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 
Secretary  of  State . 
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CONSTRUCTIVE  COMPOSITION. 


IN  HOUSE,  Dec.  24,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Whiteside,  from  the  committee  on  Public  Accounts  and  Expen¬ 
ditures,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  directing  the  committee  to 
enquire  whether  the  Public  Printers  have  been  in  the  habit  of  charg¬ 
ing  more  than  once  for  the  composition  of  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  one  House,  when  the  same  is  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
other  House,  and  thus  charge  for  constructive  composition.  And  also 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  such  charge  in  future,  made  the 
following 

REPORT: 

That  the  Public  Printers  are  invariably  allowed  composition  once  only 
for  composition  for  any  document  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House. 
Should  the  Senate  order  the  same  document  printed,  composition  is  inva¬ 
riably  allowed  for  that  also. 

Tne  committee  are  of  opinion  that  under  the  present  embarrassed  con¬ 
dition  of  the  finances  of  the  State  such  charge  should  not  be  allowed  in 
future,  to  avoid  which,  the  two  Houses  adopted  a  joint  resolution,  that 
when  either  House  ordered  a  document  printed,  they  should  order  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  printed  for  the  use  of  both  Houses,  and  direct  the  Clerk  to 
inform  the  other  House  of  the  same.  The  committee  therefore,  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
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COMPLETION  OF  THE  STATE  HOUSE. 


IN  HOUSE,  Dec.  31,  1844. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
John  Delany,  Esq. 

COMMUNICATION: 


To  the  Honorable ,  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  State  of  Illinois ,  now  in  session : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  respectfully  represents,  that  in  view 
of  the  materials  on  hand ,  obstructing  the  public  square,  and  the  general 
desire  which  he  has  heard  expressed,  that  those  materials  should  be  used 
in  completing  the  steps,  portico  and  roof  of  the  State  House,  in  Spring- 
field,  he  has  been  induced  to  consider,  for  how  much  that  work  could  be 
completed,  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  can  afford  to  do  the 
same,  (finding  such  new  rock  and  materials,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and 
also  inclosing  the  public  square,  by  a  handsome  fence  of  palings,  with 
four  gates  of  entrance,)  for  the  sum  of  $30,000,  payable  in  Auditor’s 
warrants,  at  par,  and  he  hereby  offers  to  do  the  job  for  that  sum,  and 
give  bond  and  security,  to  complete  the  same  in  two  years  from  the  date 
of  the  contract.  Payments  to  be  made  quarterly,  as  the  work  progresses. 

JOHN  DELANY. 


Springfield,  Dec.  31,  1844. 


.*V  ;  ,  -t.  ■  J.  •• 


- 


•  1..  /' 


I- 


■ 


.  ;  .  ;  ■  ■'  ■  ■ 


:  i 

<  . 

r 

<v 

;  v*  >  •  .  '  '  '  1  ’  % 


' 


<* 


’ 

■  "  •.  '  /; 

•\  i") 11  )  •  •  • 

' 

.  ' 

'  .  ■'  ;  •  •  i 

1  ■  !,t  }■  ' 


■ 

/ 

■ 

t 

• 

/.  •'  •  Si 

'  ?$ 

■ 

, 


' 


f 


/■ 


/ 


I 


Illinois 

Legis. 


H.  R. 


14th  Assem. 
1st  Session, 


GOVERNOR’S  REPLY  TO  A  NUMBER  OF  RESOLUTIONS. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEC.  31,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Tiie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor  in  reply  to  a  number  of  resolutions  from  the  House: 

COMMUNICATION: 

Executive  Department, 

Springfield ,  December  31, 1844. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

A  number  of  resolutions  of  the  House  have  been  handed  to  me  calling 
for  information  on  various  subjects.  I  am  now  engaged  in  making  out 
my  report  as  Fund  Commissioner,  ex  officio,  in  which  I  will  endeavor  to 
lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  full  information  upon  all  those 
subjects  of  enquiry.  The  examinations  have  all  to  be  made  by  myself, 
and  I  will  probably  not  be  able  to  report  belore  the  latter  part  of  next 
week. 

I  am  most  respecfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD* 
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I  4th  Asauc, 
1st  Session* 


GEOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS. 


IN  HOUSE,  DEC.,  1844. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  report  from  the 

Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  geological  specimens: 

*  REPORT: 

Department  of  State, 

Springfield ,  December ,  1844* 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  au¬ 
thorize  and  direct  the  Secretary  of  State  to  receive  and  preserve  geolo¬ 
gical  specimens,  and  for  other  purposes,”  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  General  Assembly  the  following  report: 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  4th  section  of  said  act,  I  had  the  same,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  preamble  and  queries  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  referred  to  in  said  section,  printed  and  distributed  as  is 
therein  directed,  and  that  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  any  “speci¬ 
mens,”  received  any  “letters”  or  “written  statements”  relating  to  or  con¬ 
cerning  any  geological  or  mineralogical  discoveries  in  this  State. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  State . 
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!14tr  Assam* 
1st  Session. 


STATE  COMMISSIONERS. 


IN  HOUSE,  FEB.  4,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laidflbefore  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor,  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  bonds  given  by  Messrs. 
Ryan  and  Oakley: 

COMMUNICATION: 

Executive  Department, 
Springfield, ,  Feb.  1,  1845. 

To  the  Hon .  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  request¬ 
ing  to  be  informed  what  amount  of  bond  Messrs.  Ryan  and  Oakley 
have  given  whilst  acting  as  commissioners  for  the  last  two  years.  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply  that  1  am  not  acquainted  with  any  law  which  author¬ 
ized  or  required  those  gentlemen  to  give  any  security  whatever  for  the 
performance  of  their  duty,  under  the  appointments  given  to  them,  and 
accordingly  no  such  security  was  required  by  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 
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DEFALCATION  OF  MILTON  H.  WASH. 


IN  HOUSE,  FEB.  4,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Robbins,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a’com- 
munication  of  the  State  Treasurer,  in  reference  to  the  defalcation  of 
Milton  H.  Wash,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication  from  the 
State  Treasurer  in  answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  requiring  him  to  inform  the  House,  whether  the  defalcation 
that  was  made  in  the  office  of  the  State  treasury  in  the  year,  1842,  by 
a  deposite  of  false  warrants,  amounting  to  three  thousand  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents  in  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois, 
made  by  Milton  H.  Wash,  then  in  the  employ  of  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts,  has  ever  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  in  reference  to  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  State  in  consequence  of  the  said  defalcation,  find  that 
the  same  amounts  to  the  actual  value  of  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nine  dollars,  and  twenty-seven  cents  in  State  securities;  for,  the  Bank  at 
a  settlement  made  subsequent^  to  the  said  defalcation  would  have  paid 
the  State  in  State  securities,  the  precise  amount,  of  the  said  defalcation 
more  thanshe  did  pay  were  it  not  for  that  defalcation. 

It  appears  further  to  your  committee  that  there  is  in  the  hands  of  the  then 
Auditor,  and  the  present  State  Treasurer  sufficient  effects  of  the  said 
Wash  to  pay  the  State  a  part  of  the  amount  of  the  said  defalcation. 

The  State  Treasurer  has  proposed  to  your  committee  that  he  will  pay 
the  whole  amount  of  the  said  defalcation  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  De¬ 
cember  next,  with  interest  from  the  time  the  said  defalcation  was  made 
provided  the  State  will  receive  the  same  in  State  securities.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  would  recommend  that  the  Legislature  accede  to  the  proposition  of 
the  State  Treasurer,  and  for  this  purpose  offer  for  adoption  the  following 
joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives ,  the  Senate  concurring  herein , 

That  the  Governor  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  receive  the  obligation 

of  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  to  the  State,  of  three  thousand 

three  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  twentv-seven  cents  in  state  securities, 

*  * 
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except  bonds  illegally  hypothecated  to  McAlister  &  Stebbins,  with  in¬ 
terest  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1843,  the  same  being  the  amount  of  the 
defalcation  made  in  the  State  Treasury  by  Milton  H.  Wash,  which  obli¬ 
gation  shall  be  secured  with  good  personal  security,  and  taken  within 
thirty  days  from  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  and  that  the  payment  of 
the  said  obligation  shall  fully  cancel  the  defalcation  aforesaid. 
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IN  RELATION  TO  QUADRUPEDS. 


IN  HOUSE,  FEB.  10,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Fletcher,  from  the  committee  on  Manufactures  and  Agriculture 
to  whom  were  referred  sundry  petitions  to  restrain  certain  male  animals 
and  to  encourage  the  growing  of  fine  wool,  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

A  law  was  passed  several  years  ago  against  letting  bulls  run  at  large. 
This  law  received  the  condemnation  of  public  opinion  and  was  repealed 
at  the  ensuing  session.  We  have  no  doubt  if  a  similar  law  were  passed 
restraining  male  swine  from  running  at  large,  it  would  be  reprobated  in 
like  manner.  But  the  committee  are  convinced  that  the  restraining  of 
male  sheep  from  running  at  large  for  a  few  months  in  the  year,  would 
meet  the  approval  of  intelligent  farmers,  at  least  all  those  who  have  paid 
any  attention  to  the  culture  of  sheep.  Two  important  benefits  would  re¬ 
sult  from  this  measure.  First,  it  would  promote  and  encourage  the  raising 
of  sheep.  It  is  well  known  that  nearly  one  half  of  the  lambs  which  fall 
in  the  winter  months  perish  from  cold,  or  from  the  want  of  sufficient  nur- 
ishmerit,  whilst  those  that  are  dropt  in  the  spring  at  the  coming  of  grass 
are  nearly  all  raised.  The  petitioners  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed  to 
restrain  rams  from  running  at  large  from  July  until  some  time  in  the  month 
of  November.  If  this  plan  were  adopted  the  lambs  would  not  fall  earlier 
than  the  first  of  April,  then  the  weather  will  be  warm  and  in  some  por¬ 
tions  of  the  State  grass  in  abundance.  Yourcommitt.ee  are  assured  from 
the  most  reliable  sources  that  ewes  which  suckle  theirlambsin  the  winter 
months  are  by  this  means  reduced  in  flesh  and  often  cast  their  fleeces. 

The  second  benefit  which  would  result  from  the  proposed  measure, 
would  be  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of  sheep,  and  thereby  improve  the 
quality  of  the  wool.  The  best  way  of  judging  of  the  future  is  by  the  past, 
we  will  refer  to  a  few  facts  only,  in  the  history  of  wool  raising.  Spain 
for  a  long  period  of  time  produced  the  finest  and  best  wool  in  the  world, 
under  the  system  of  sheep  raising  introduced  into  that  country  by  the 
ancient  Rom.ins,  and  fostered  by  wise  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  government;  but  since  the  invasion  of  that  country  by  the  armies 
of  Frsfnce,  and  their  own  internal  broils  during  the  present  century,  the 
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quality  of  their  wool  has  greatly  depreciated,  and  the  finest  wool  of 
Sp  ain  is  now  inferior  to  that  of  some  other  countries.  We  will  not 
refer  to  but  one  instance  illustrative  of  the  improvement  which  may  be 
produced  by  judicious  measures. 

Seventy  years  ago  the  wool  of  Germany  was  of  an  inferior  quality, 
coarse  and  hairy,  and  not  of  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  the  people  with 
common  necessary  articles  of  warm  clothing.  About  the  year  1765,  the 
king  of  Spain  made  a  present  to  the  Elector  of  Saxony  of  two  hundred 
rams  and  as' many  ewes.  This  flock  with  subsequ$ht  additions  were  pro¬ 
tected  and  encouraged  by  Government,  so  that  froth  this  flock  the  Saxon 
wool  is  now  the  finest  and  most  valuable  in  the  world.  This  improve¬ 
ment  has  extended  to  the  whole  of  Germany;  Great  Britain  now  imports 
from  Germany  more  than  30  millions  of  pounds  of  wool  from  which  the 
finest  British  broad  cloths  and  woollens  are  fabricated.  This  fine  wool  has 
sold  at  three  dollars  per  pound,  quite  as  high  as  that  of  raw  silk.  The 
most  experienced  and  intelligent  breeders  do  not  doubt  but  that  by  judi¬ 
cious  legislation  the  same  kind  of  improvement  may  be  brought  about 
in  this  State. 

We  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  one  of 
our  adopted  citizens.  Mr.  George  Flower  of  Edwards  county,  who  by 
unwearied  perseverance  has  demonstrated  the  advantages  of  encourag¬ 
ing  this  branch  of  industry  in  our  State.  Mr.  Flower  truly  remarks, 
that  hitherto  the  farmers  of  Illinois  have  attended  to  the  production  of 
food  alone,  by  so  doing  the  competition  is  so  great  as  to  bring  pork,  beef, 
corn,  and  small  grain  to  the  lowest  price,  yielding  little  or  no  profit  to 
the  farmer.  The  price  of  pork  and  beef  is  generally  from  two  to  three 
cents  per  pound,  yearling  cattle  are  at  present  from  two  to  three  dollars 
per  head.  Corn  is  usually,  from  twelve  to  twenty  cents  per  bushel. 
More  than  fourteen  millions  of  acres  of  prairie  grass  grows  within  the 
limits  of  our  State,  the  greater  part  of  which  grows  but  to  die  and  be 
consumed  by  the  fire.  When  meat  is  two  cents  per  pound  and  freight 
to  New  Orleans  one  cent,  the  farmer  gives  one-half  his  produce  to  carry 
the  other  half  to  market.  Corn  at  twelve  cents  per  bushel  is  not  worth 
hauling  twenty  miles  to  market.  The  fact  is  generally  admitted  that 
much  of  our  produce  is  too  bulky  to  carry  to  the  market,  and  too  worth¬ 
less  to  sell  at  home. 

To  point  out  a  more  profitable  appropriation  of  our  boundless  pastu¬ 
rage,  and  abundant  corn  is  the  object  of  this  treatise. 

Wool  is  a  staple  article  of  commerce  all  over  the  world.  This  country 
buys  much  of  it  from  foreign  nations,  which  might  be  profitably  raised  by 
our  farmers  at  home,  its  small  bulk  and  great  value  renders  its  exporta¬ 
tion  at  all  times  easy  and  advantageous.  This  qualification  alone  ensures 
a  competition  of  purchasers.  Three  cents  per  pound  will  send  it  from 
the  interior  of  Illinois  to  France,  to  England,  or  to  the  eastern  States. 
A  waggon  load  of  pork  (twenty  hundred)  is  worth  but  forty  or  fifty  dol¬ 
lars,  a  load  of  corn  but  six  or  eight  dollars.  A  similar  load  of  wool  is 
'Worth  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars.  And  the  farmer  might 
if  he  pleased,  carry  all  his  produce  in  this  form  to  his  ultimate 
market,  with  his  own  team.  But  we  could  not  send  our  hay  and  corn 
to  England,  even  were  we  so  disposed,  it  would  not  be  suffered  to  go 
there.  But  turn  that  hay  and  corn  into  wool  and  she  will  gladly  pay 
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cash  for  it.  We  want  an  article  of  export  that  will  bring  cash,  wool  is 
that  article.  The  imperishable  and  almost  indistructable  quality  of  wool, 
renders  it  a  safe  article  to  keep,  to  transport,  and  to  deal  in;  our  present 
produce  is  all  perishable,  great  losses  are  annually  sustained  from  sour 
flour,  bitter  meal,  and  tainted  meat.  Wool  is  liable  to  none  of  these  cas¬ 
ualties.  We  have  fed  other  people  almost  gratis  long  enough,  it  is  time 
we  should  receive  something  for  clothing  them.  Illinois  can  feed  the 
Union,  and  if  the  efforts  of  her  farmers  are  rightly  directed  can  clothe 
it  too. 

In  1807,  the  whole  quantity  of  wool  produced  in  Australia  was  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  pounds.  In  1839,  ten  millions  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  was  sent 
from  that  colony  to  England,  making  a  return  of  a  million  of  pounds  ster¬ 
ling  to  British  subjects,  which  otherwise  would  have  gone  to  foreigners. 
England  alone  consumes  annually,  wool  to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions 
of  dollars.  What  has  been  done  may  again  be  done.  Five  millions  a 
year  in  addition  to  our  other  produce  would  be  a  pretty  picking  to  our 
farmers.  Will  they  take  it;  it  is  within  their  reach,  the  intelligence  and 
good  sense  of  the  farmers  of  Illinois  must  and  will  give  the  right  reply. 

The  committee  assume  that  Illinois  contains  thirty-five  millions  of  acres 
of  land,  of  this  less  than  ten  millions  are  enclosed,  which  would  leave 
twenty-five  millions  unenclosed,  lands  in  prairie  and  timber.  There  is  at 
least  sixteen  millions  of  grazing  land  in  the  State  to  a  great  extent  unprofit¬ 
able.  When  the  natural  grass  is  destroyed,  blue  grass  takes  its  place 
which  is  deemed  by  many  to  be  the  best  for  sheep.  The  waste  pasturage 
of  our  State  is  sufficient  for  eighty  millions  of  sheep.  If  each  sheep 
should  produce  only  three  pounds  of  wool,  which  at  thirty  cents  per 
pound  would  bring  into  the  State  seventy-two  millions  of  dollars,  equal  to 
the  whole  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  will  close  this  report,  by  a  short  enumeration  of  the 
benefits  resulting  from  the  raising  of  sheep:  First,  the  waste  pasturage 
would  be  made  a  source  of  great  wealth.  Second,  by  the  destruction  of 
the  natural  sod  of  the  prairie,  the  soil  may  be  more  easily  brought  into 
cultivation.  Third,  by  the  destruction  of  the  natural  sod  health  would 
be  promoted  by  preventing  the  miasma,  arising  from  the  decomposition  of 
the  waste  grass  and  drying  the  soil.  Fourth,  the  greatest  of  all  benefits 
would  be  the  production  of  an  article  of  commerce,  which  would  enrich 
the  State  and  be  more  valuable  in  proportion  to  its  bulk,  than  any  which 
we  now  produce.  And  lastly,  the  producing  of  wool  would  eventually 
make  our  State  the  greatest  wool  manufacturing  State  in  the  Union;  al¬ 
ready  are  spinning  machines,  and  fulling  mills  springing  up  in  different 
portions  of  our  State.  We  as  apeople  can  feed  and  clothe  ourselves;  why 
not  do  it? 
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REPORT  OF  MINORITY  OF  PENITENTIARY  COMMITTEE. 


IN  HOUSE,  FEB.  14,  1845. 

Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tne  Whole  House  for  Monday. 


Mr.  McDonald,  from  the  minority  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 

Houses  on  the  Penitentiary,  made  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  minority  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  Peni¬ 
tentiary,  beg  leave  to  make  a  report,  and  give  their  reasons  why  they  dis¬ 
sent  from  the  report  of  their  colleagues. 

The  minority  feeling  a  sense  of  the  deep  importance  of  the  subject  un¬ 
derconsideration  before  the  Committee,  and  that  their  action  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  is  to  have  an  influence  upon  all  future  legislation,  and  the  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  penitentiary  system  in  this  State,  cannot  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusions  with  their  colleagues. 

The  undersigned  of  the  Committee,  will,  therefore,  with  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  House,  lay  before  it  the  reasons  which  have  influenced 
them  to  dissent  from  the  majority  : 

1st.  They  having  regard  to  the  accommodation  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Penitentiary,  and  the  reasons  urged  in  their  report  to  this  House  for 
the  erection  of  the  buildings  therein  mentioned,  as  well  as  other  improve¬ 
ments,  cannot  disregard  them,  and  turn  a  deaf  car  to  the  calls  of  human¬ 
ity  towards  these  unfortunate  inmates  of  that  institution. 

The  necessity  for  the  erection  of  a  Warden’s  house  is  deemed  of  no  small 
importance  to  the  State,  when  by  having  the  hospital  of  the  Penitentiary 
restored  to  its  appropriate  purpose  instead  of  being  used  as  a  dwelling 
house  by  the  Warden,  thereby  transferring  the  sick  from  an  under  ground 
room,  which  is  at  present  from  necessity  used  for  that  purpose,  and  which, 
from  the  report  of  the  attending  physician,  is  well  calculated  to  terminate 
the  life  of  any  one  who  may  be  compelled  to  remain  there  for  any  consid¬ 
erable  length  of  time,  rather  than  restore  them  to  health. 

It  would  seem  that  a  few  dollars  and  cents  should  not  be  deemed  of 
more  importance  to  the  State,  than  the  life  of  a  human  being,  though  sunk 
in  crime  and  wretchedness. 

The  erection  of  a  female  department  is  by  them  deemed  of  no  small 
consideration,  when  it  is  known  that  while  convicts  of  both  sexes  are  con¬ 
fined  in  the  same  yard,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  restrained  within  the 
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bounds  of  propriety,  or  their  morals  reformed  ;  and  from  past  experience, 
not  only  in  our  own  State,  but  in  others,  one  female  prisoner  is  of  more 
trouble  than  twenty  males  thus  situated. 

Nor  can  they  with  these  views,  look  to  the  situation  of  the  Penitentiary 
and  yard  in  its  present  condition,  and  say,  that,  the  grading  and  paving, 
or  macadamizing  the  yard ,  would  he  less  conducive  to  the  health  of  the 
convicts,  than  the  other  improvements  already  enumerated. 

Nor  can  they,  looking  to  the  objects  for  which  the  Penitentiary  sys¬ 
tem  was  instituted,  and  is  now  supported,  (it  being  for  the  reformation  of 
the  convicts,  rather  than  punishment  or  revenge,)  deem  the  erection  of  a 
chapel  as  recommended  by  the  inspectors,  of  less  importance  ;  and  when 
it  is  considered  for  a  moment  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  already 
made,  and  the  temptations  to  the  convicts,  by  the  hope  of  making  their 
escape  in  the  time  of  alarm,  and  the  liability  to  accidents  by  fire,  can  they 
deem  of  ordinary  importance  the  necessity  of  providing  for  protecting  the 
same  by  the  procuration  of  a  suitable  fire  engine  and  hose,  as  well  as  a 
sufficient,  supply  of  water  at  all  times  upon  the  premises  for  the  extinguish¬ 
ment  of  lire  in  any  of  the  buildings  within  the  walls  of  the  yard  of  the 
prison. 

Keeping  the  requirements  of  humanity,  and  the  interests  of  the  State 
alone  in  view,  they  have  been  compelled  to  dissent  from  their  colleagues 
in  recommending  the  hid  of  Samuel  A.  Buckmaster  as  the  one  most  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  State,  and  they  will  give  their  reasons  as  briefly  as  pos¬ 
sible,  why  they  have  come  to  that  conclusion. 

The  hid  of  S.  A.  Bucknmstcr  purposes  to  take  the  Penitentiary  for  the 
period  of  eight  years,  at  the  rate  of  $5101)  00  per  year,  and  pay  the  first 
year’s  rent  in  advance,  and  if  the  rent  is  not  paid  when  due,  to  forfeit  the 
lease  ;  and  to  employ  one-fourth  of  the  labor  of  convicts  within  the  first 
year  in  the  manufacture  of  hempen  articles,  and  the  greater  portion  of  it 
within  tiic  first  two  years  of  his  lease. 

Nathaniel  Buckmaster,  the  present  lessee  of  the  Penitentiary,  proposes, 
if  the  State  will  extend  his  lease  for  the  period  of  six  years  from  the  10th 
of  June  next,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

1st.  To  pay  the  salary  of  the  Inspectors,  and  see  that  each  discharged 
convict,  is  comfortably  clothed,  and  give  to  them  money  enough  to  pay  one 
week’s  board. 

2d  To  put  up  and  finish  a  Warden’s  house  as  designated  in  the  origin¬ 
al  plan  of  the  Penitentiary. 

3,1.  To  put  up  and  finish  a  female  department  with  suitable  wards  for 
at  least  sixteen  prisoners. 

4th.  To  build  a  water-proof  cistern,  and  put  up  eve  gutters  and  spouts 
upon  the  buildings,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  water  to  said  cistern. 

5th.  To  furnish  a  good  and  efficient  fire  engine,  with  hose  of  sufficient 
length  to  operate  upon  any  part  of  the  premises,  and  to  leave  the  same  to 
the  State  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  free  of  charge. 

6th.  To  put  up  and  finish  a  chapel  of  such  dimensions  as  the  State  shall 
direct. 

7th.  To  grade  and  macadamize  the  entire  enclosure  within  the  walls  of 
the  \  ard. 

All  of  which  improvements  are  to  be  made  of  stone  or  brick,  and  to  be 
put  up  and  finished  under  the  inspection  of  the  officers  of  the  State,  not 
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more  than  one  half  of  the  work  to  be  done  within  the  first  two  years  of 
said  term. 

8th.  To  transport  ail  the  prisoners  who  may  be  convicted,  and  sen¬ 
tenced  to  the  Penitentiary,  or  to  pay  for  the  same  such  compensation  as 
may  be  provided  therefor  bylaw. 

9th.  To  put  up  such  shops  as  may  become  necessary  for  the  convenient 
working  of  the  convicts,  and  pul  into  the,  same  such  machinery  as  shall  be 
necessary,  and  to  leave  the  same  to  the  State  at  the  expiration  of  his  lease, 
free  of  charge  therefor. 

10th.  To  change  within  the  first  two  years  of  the  said  term,  at  least 
one-half  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  to  other  trades  than  what  is  at 
present  carried  on  in  the  same. 

From  the  above,  we  may  see  the  proposals  of  the  person  who  has 
been  selected  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  and  the  proposals  of  the 
person  whom  the  minority  would  recommend  as  being  the  one  which 
would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  State. 

It  will  he  seen  that  the  proposition  of  S.  A.  Buckmaster  is  $5,109  00 
per  3  ear,  for  eight  years,  or  §*10,800  00  for  the  whole  term,  or  §30,600, 
for  six  years. 

The  present  lessee’s  bid  is  to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation  of  all 
convicts  for  six  years,  which  by  a  certificate  furnished  the  committee  by 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  has,  for  the  last  six  years,  averaged  a 
trifle  over  §4,000  00  per  year,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that,  in  the  com¬ 
ing  six  years,  these  expenses  will  increase  rather  than  diminish  ;  there¬ 
fore  we  deem  it  a  safe  estimate  for  six  years,  at  the  sum  of  §4,000  per 
year,  ------  $24,000  00 

To  build  a  Warden’s  bouse  according  to  the  original  plan 
herewith  submitted,  49  feet  by  44  feet,  3  stories  high,  be¬ 
sides  the  basement,  and  finish  the  same,  which,  according 
to  the  estimate  of  the  most  experienced  and  practical 
mechanics  and  builders  in  this  city,  would  cost  at  least, 

To  erect  a  chapel  26  by  50  feet,  which  is  estimated  by  the 
same  mechanics,  at  - 

To  grade  and  pave,  or  macadamize  the  yard,  six  inches 
surface,  - 

To  furnish  engine  and  hose,  - 
To  put  up  gutters  and  leaders  to  pipes,  - 
To  put  up  pipes  to  be  of  iron;  - 

To  make  cistern,  ------ 

To  clothing  and  money  to  discharged  convicts,  for  six 
years,  sav  - 

To  erect  a  female  department,  which  shall  be  of  sufficient 
dimensions  for  K3  convicts,  (not  estimated  by  builders,) 
but  we  shall  suppose  - 
Being,  as  they  are  led  to  believe,  by  the  estimate  of  mechanics  and  oth¬ 
ers,  not  more  than  a  fair  valuation  of  the  improvements  proposed  to  be 
made,  and  the  liabilities  assumed  by  the  said  lessee  ;  while  the  bid  se¬ 
lected  by  tiie  majority  of  the  Committee  leaves  the  State  liable  to  all  the 
increase  of  expense  of  transporting  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary,  which 
may,  and  will  in  all  probability,  within  the  term  proposed  by  the  major¬ 
ity,  consume  the  whole  of  the  lease  money,  and  leave  the  State  to  pay 
16 
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an  overplus  of  expense.  Leaving  the  State  to  make  the  improvements 
recommended  by  the  inspectors,  at  her  own  expense,  and  to  be  paid  out 
of  her  now  impoverished  treasury. 

And  again,  when  we  contrast  the  proposition  of  S.  A.  Buckmaster  with 
that  of  the  present  lessee,  we  see  that  for  six  years  his  bid  only  exceeds 
that  of  the  latter  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  leaving  out  of  the 
calculation  the  whole  of  the  proposed  improvements,  estimated  at  more 
$20,834  69,  while  the  proposal  of  the  former  is  to  introduce  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  hemp,  which  is  of  a  very  combustible  nature,  and  to  change  the 
employment  of  one-half  of  the  convicts  thereat  ;  while  the  latter  is  to 
introduce  the  tanning  of  deer  and  sheep-skins,  and  the  manufacture  of  the 
same,  and  to  change  an  equal  amount  of  labor  from  the  present  employ* 
ment.  We  should  most  seriously  recommend  the  latter  as  being  far  the 
most  advantageous  to  the  State  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  but  also  as 
endangering  the  State  property  far  less. 

And  the  present  lessee  also  proposes  to  put  up  such  shops  as  may  be 
found  necessary,  with  the  machinery,  and  to  leave  the  same  free  of  charge 
to  the  State  at  the  termination  of  his  lease,  in  addition  to  the  improve¬ 
ments  above  estimated. 

They  cannot  forbear  to  further  observe,  that  in  accepting  the  latter 
proposition,  the  treasury  is  at  once  relieved  of  all  liability  on  account  of 
the  Penitentiary,  while  with  the  former  it  will  be  subjected  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  expense  of  transporting  the  prisoners  to  the  Penitentiary, 
and  then  running  the  hazard  of  receiving  the  money  back  into  it  again. 

Being  impressed  with  these  views  of  this  question,  they  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  dissent  from  the  majority  of  said  committee,  and  have  prepared 
and  will  propose  the  following  resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  this 
House : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  oj  the  State  of  Illinois ,  That  the  In¬ 
spectors  of  the  Penitentiary  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  extend 
the  lease  of  the  present  lessee,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after 
the  tenth  day  of  June  next,  upon  his  entering  into  bond  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  penal  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
faithful  fulfilment  of  all  the  specifications  and  conditions  of  his  proposals 
made  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  this  General  Assembly, 
on  the  6th  day  of  February  instant. 

Resolved  further,  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  rescind  the  lease  thus  entered  into,  on  a  complaint 
being  made  by  the  inspectors  that  the  lessee  has  refused  or  neglected  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  his  bid,  and  he  shall  in  that  case  cause  the 
said  Inspectors  to  re-let  the  same,  as  is  now  or  may  be  hereafter  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  law. 

j.  McDonald, 

IPvAM  NYE, 

JOHN  SCOTT, 

JAMES  K.  SCOTT, 

wm.  McMillan, 


H.  R. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Feb.  14,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  McDonald,  from  the  joint  committees  of  the  Senate  and  the  House, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  “resolutions  relative  to  the  Penitentiary5’ 
directing  them  to  “receive  proposals  until  the  6th  day  of  February  for 
that  purpose,  and  after  that  period  meet  together  and  examine  all  the 
proposals  received,  and  report  a  bill  for  leasing  the  Penitentiary  to  such 
bidder  as  the  majority  of  the  two  committees  shall  think  best  to  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  State,”  and  also  requiring  them  to  “report  all  the  bids 
which  they  may  have  received,  and  their  reasons  for  adopting  the  pro¬ 
posals,  which  they  receive,”  together  with  “a  bill  in  favor  of  the  high¬ 
est  responsible  bidder  who  will  change  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  said 
Penitentiary  to  the  manufacture  of  hempen  articles,  unless  in  their  opin¬ 
ion  the  interests  of  the  State  require  an  adherence  to  the  present  plan 
of  working  the  convicts,”  submit  the  following  report  together  with 
the  accompanying  bill: 

REPORT: 

Sealed  proposals  for  leasing  the  Penitentiary  were  received  from  the 
following  named  persons,  viz: 

Leander  Fillson,  Dorsey  &  Wise,  Nathaniel  Buckmaster,  Richmond  & 
Wickersham,  and  Samuel  A.  Buckmaster;  which  are  herewith  reported. 

As  respects  the  first  named  bid,  the  committee  did  not  conceive  that 
they  were  authorized  to  consider  it,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Fillson  had  failed  to 
comply  with  the  resolutions  whieh  required  him  to  name  his  securities. 
The  proposal  of  Dorsey  and  Wise  is  in  many  respects  an  advantageous 
one  for  the  State,  but  as  they  do  not  propose  to  direct  the  labor  of  the 
convicts  into  any  new  channel,  and  require,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  the 
erection  of  a  Warden’s  house  and  Cistern  as  well  as  the  re-building  of  the 
shops,  wells  and  other  fixtures  in  the  event  of  their  destruction  by  fire 
or  other  casualties;  when  these  requirements  are  taken  into  view,  the 
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committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount  of  their  bid  is  not  greater, 
than  others  which  propose  a  change  of  labor. 

The  committee  have  found  it  no  easy  task  to  arrive  at  the  precise 
amount  which  the  proposal  of  Nathaniel  Buckmaster  would  give  to  the 
State.  In  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  the  bid 
ol  Col.  Buckmaster  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  letter,  if  indeed  the 
spirit  of  the  “resolutions”  under  which  they  acted,  which  required  the 
proposals  to  specify  the  “amount  the  person  or  persons  wishing  to  lease 
the  Penitentiary  are  willing  to  pay  per  annum  in  gold,  silver  or  State  in¬ 
debtedness  at  its  market  or  current  value,”  while  his  proposals,  made  no 
such  specifications.  But  as  the  committee  did  not  wish  to  be  governed 
by  what  might  be  regarded  by  many  as  a  mere  technical  objection — they 
gave,  to  this  equal  consideration  with  the  other  proposals.  In  order  to 
arrive  at  correct  conclusions  with  regard  to  the  value  of  the  buildings 
and  improvements,  proposed  to  be  made  by  Col.  Buckmaster,  and  to  as¬ 
certain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  amount  of  his  bid,  estimates  were  made 
by  an  intelligent,  practical  mechanic  of  this  city  of  the  cost  of  the  War¬ 
den’s  house,  cistern,  female  department,  Macadamizing  yard,  &c.;  while 
the  cost  of  the  transportation  of  the  prisoners  was  estimated  from  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  Auditor,  which  together  with  the  statements  of  Mr.  Dresser, 
accompany  the  report.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  prices  in 
the  estimate  of  Mr.  Dresser  are  such  as  are  paid  in  this  city,  where  the 
cost  of  the  transportation  of  building  materials,  as  well  as  the  price  of  la¬ 
bor,  is  greater  than  at  Alton.  After  making,  as  the  committee  believe, 
the  most  liberal  allowance  for  all  the  items  contained  in  this  proposal, 
they  find  it  does  not  give  as  much  to  the  State  by  2,000  dollars  as  the 
proposals  of  Dorsey  and  Wise,  and  makes  no  such  change  in  the  labor  of 
the  convicts  as  is  required  by  the  resolutions. 

The  proposal  of  Richmond  &  Wickersham,  is  as  advantageous  to  the 
State  as  any  of  the  othe.-s,  with  this  exception,  that  they  do  not  propose 
to  convert  as  great  an  amount  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  hempen  articles,  within  as  short  a  time  as  is  proposed  in  the 
bid  of  Samuel  A.  Buckmaster,  which  the  majority  of  the  committee  have 
adopted  for  the  following  reasons. 

1.  The  amount  proposed  to  be  paid  by  Samuel  A.  Buckmaster  to  the 
State,  equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  all  things  considered,  that  of  any  other 
person. 

2.  He  requires  no  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  State  in  the  erec¬ 
tion  oi  Warden’s  house,  additional  cells,  or  for  improvements  of  any  de¬ 
scription. 

3.  He  proposes  to  pay  the  State  the  first  year’s  bonus  in  advance,  and 
a  failure  to  pay  the  rent  when  it  becomes  due  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  his 
lease — thus  rendering  the  State  doubly  safe,  besides  operating  as  a  pow¬ 
erful  motive  upon  the  lessee  for  a  prompt  compliance  with  the  terms  of 
his  contract. 

4.  His  proposal,  employs  one-fourth  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the 
manufacture  of  Hempen  articles  within  one  year  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  his  lease,  and  the  greater  of  it  within  two  years  to  the  same  pur¬ 
pose.  While  all  the  other  proposals  make  a  change  of  not  more  than 
one-half  within  two  years. 
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This  last  consideration  has  had  some  weight  with  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  and  they  cannot  close  this  report  without  reiterating  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  justice  and  expediency,  both  demand  a  change  of  the  labor  with¬ 
in  the  Penitentiary  of  this  State,  and  its  direction  to  that  species  of  la¬ 
bor,  which  comes  least  into  competition  with  the  industrial  pursuits  of 
the  free  citizens  of  the  State,  and  will  tend  to  develops  new  products 
of  the  soil.  i 

These  reasons  have  induced  a  majority  of  the  Committee  after  an 
investigation  of  all  the  proposals,  to  report  in  favor  of  the  proposal  of 
Samuel  A.  Buckmaster,  offering  5,100  dollars  per  annum  for  eight  years, 
and  recommend  its  adoption. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Feb.  21,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Hick,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  different  petitions  in  relation  to  the  people  of  color,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  various  petitions,  though  they  do  not  precisely  agree  in  phraseol¬ 
ogy,  are  all  intended  to  accomplish  the  same  object,  which  is  to  remove 
all  distinctions  in  law  and  civil  society  between  the  white  population  of 
our  State  and  the  African  race.  The  motives  of  the  petitioners  may  be 
dictated  by  the  purest  benevolence,  and  the  most  patriotic  feelings;  but 
the  undersigned  are  firmly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  they  are  govern¬ 
ed  by  erroneous  views  and  false  notions  of  philanthropy.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  exists,  between  the  white  and  black  races  of  men  on 
this  continent,  so  many  distinctions,  that  any  law,  having  for  its  object  the 
intention  of  bringing  about  legal  and  social  equality  between  the  two 
races,  would  be  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  entire  white  population 
(a  few  abolitionists  only  excepted)  and  such  a  law  would  of  course,  be  a 
dead  letter  and  wholly  inoperative — notwithstanding  the  professions  of 
the  petitioners,  some  of  whom  are  females;  the  undersigned  entertain  the 
opinion  that  they  themselves  would  not  be  willing  to  practice,  in  full, 
the  theories,  which  their  imaginations  have  invented.  By  nature,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  association,  it  is  believed  that  the  negro  is  inferior  to  the  white 
man,  physically,  morally,  and  intellectually,  whether  this  be  true  to  the 
fullest  extent,  matters  not,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
such  is  the  opinion  of  the  vast  majority  of  our  citizens;  and  the  humble 
and  servile  condition  of  the  negroes,  from  usage,  has  placed  a  barrier  be¬ 
tween  the  two  races,  which  no  legislative  enactment  can  control.  The 
undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  colored  people  themselves  would  re¬ 
ceive  no  benefit,  but  great  injury  by  forced  efforts  to  raise  them  above 
the  condition  in  which  they  were  born,  and  to  which  they  have  adapted 
themselves,  with  a  degree  of  happiness  peculiar  to  themselves.  By  pas¬ 
sing  such  laws  as  are  prayed  for,  the  colored  people  mi'ght  expect  greater 
favours,  and  more  privileges  in  society  than  the  temper  and  feelings  of 
the  community  would  allow  of,  and  there  might  be  consequently  a  proba¬ 
bility  of  more  uneasiness  and  dissatisfaction  than  under  the  present  order 
of  things.  By  granting  the  prayers  of  most  of  the  petitioners,  the  colored 
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population  could  intermarry  with  white  people,  vote  at  elections,  give  tes¬ 
timony  in  all  cases,  serve  as  jurors,  and  be  eligible  to  hold  offices  of  trust 
and  profit.  If  the  only  desire  of  the  petitioners  is,  to  have  the  right  of 
extending  “hospitality”  to  negroes  (io  use  their  own  language,)  the 
undersigned  are  not  aware  of  any  law,  which  forbids  any  gentleman  or 
lady,  it  it  suits  Ids  or  her  taste,  to  shew  anv  amount  of  politeness  or  hospi¬ 
tality  to  negroes,  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  fancy  which  it  is  hoped  the  pe¬ 
titioners  may  never  be  deprived  of,  as  the  undersigned  are  not  aware  of 
any  practical  evil  growing  out  of  our  present  laws;  they,  thereiorc,  do 
not  recommend  any  repeal,  alteration,  or  amendment  of  such  laws. 

One  of  the  petitions  of  sundry  citizens  of  Sangamon  county  requires 
a  more  special  notice,  as  it  specifies  the  particular  acts  and  parts  of  acts  to 
be  repealed,  all  the  acts  referred  to  in  this  petition  have  for  theirobject  the 
design  of  discouraging  runaway  slaves  and  free  negroes  from  attempting 
to  settle  in  Illinois.  In  this  State  it  is  the  policy  of  our  people  to  prevent, 
as  far  as  possible,  an  amalgamation  of  the  two  races.  From  the  known 
habits  of  idleness,  dissipation,  vice  and  crime  which  attach  to  negroes 
in  a  free  State,  it  is  certainly  the  duty  of  our  free  white  population  to 
throw  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  emigration  of  such  people  to  this 
State.  Laws  requiring  certificates  of  freedom,  bonds  for  good  behaviour, 
and  to  guard  against  their  becoming  a  public  charge,  and  in  some  cases 
penalties  for  employing  or  harboring  them,  are  all  intended  to  check  their 
coming  among  us,  and  the  undersigned  are  not  aware  that  such  laws  are 
unconstitutional  or  improper.  Most  of  the  free  States  have  adopted 
similar  laws,  and  if  Illinois  should  put  no  restrictions  upon  that  class  of 
people,  they  would  be  invited  to  come  and  settle  in  our  midst  to  the  great 
inconvenience  of  the  white  population. 

The  undersigned  are  satisfied  that  the  complaints  against  existing  laws 
do  not  come  from  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people,  but  that  they 
originate  in  the  false  and  fanatical  sympathy  of  a  few  disaffected  persons, 
who  could  find  much  more  meritorious  objects  upon  which  to  lavish  their 
superfluous  sympathy.  But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the 
undersigned  desire  to  examine  this  case. 

Some  of  our  neighboring  States  tolerate  slavery  by  their  constitutions 
and  laws,  and  the  rights  of  these  States  are  held  sacred  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  order  to  secure  harmony  and  fiiendly  rela¬ 
tions  with  our  sister  States,  it  is  our  duty  to  recognize  and  respect  their 
institutions  of  slavery,  so  far  as  to  protect  them  from  the  injurious  inter¬ 
ference  of  our  citizens. 

It  is  well  known  that  many  persons  in  this  State  are  engaged  in  the 
unlawful  occupation  of  enticing  and  stealing  away  the  slaves  of  neighbor¬ 
ing  States.  such  conduct  is  calculated  to  produce  prejudices  against  our 
citizens  at  large,  and  to  impair  the  friendly  intercourse  which  ought  to 
exist  between  adjoining  States  of  the  same  great  confederacy.  No  argu¬ 
ment  or  moral  appeal,  can  deter  the  persons  thus  engaged,  and  it  there¬ 
fore  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  enact  penal  laws  against 
their  highly  criminal  proceedings.  The  undersigned  have  consequently 
thought  proper  to  submit  a  bill  for  an  act  to  prohibit  the  people  of  this 
State  from  such  evil  practices. 

THOMAS  S.  HICK, 

JAMES  B.  WOOLLARD. 


Illinois) 

Legis.  ) 

1  4 

H.  R. 

$  I 4th  Assem 
(  1st  Session^ 

Vi  0 

V  V:  ■ 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  MORMON  WAR, 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  FEB.  26,  1846. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Wilkinson,  from  the  committee  on  Public  Accounts  and  Expendi¬ 
tures,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
difficulties  in  Hancock  county,  in  June  last, 

REPORT: 


That  the  committee  have  had  under  examination  the  “muster  rolls  of 
the  companies  in  the  59th  regiment  and  the  Warsaw  independent  battal- 
lion,”  attached  to  said  regiment: 


Also  the  claims  of  the  McDonough 

o 

militia, 

Claims  of  the  Carthage  riflemen, 
Fountain  Green  militia, 
J.  G,  Randall’s  volunteer 
company, 

Union  dragoons, 

Col.  Geddis  and  staff, 
Capt.  T.  L.  Barnes  and 
company, 

Capt.  J.  R.  Green  and 
company, 

Fountain  Green  rifle  com¬ 
pany, 

Carthage  Greys, 

Capt.  Lewis  Graham’s 
company, 

Also  the  accounts  of  A.  Hamilton, 
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C.  J.  Hamilton, 

Cole  &l  Hilton, 

R.  F.  Hawlev, 

A.  Perry, 

John  Willson, 

G.  W.  Hawley  &  Co., 

B.  A.  Gallop, 

Joseph  Stanton, 
George  W.  Thatcher, 


Account  of  Michael  Rickard, 

“  Little  &  Ray, 

James  G.  King, 

S.  N .  Reynolds,  (bill  No.  1.) 
G.  Rockwell,  do 
same  (Bill  No.  2.) 
Williams  &  Wilson, 
James  Brown, 

Gould  &  Mellea, 

P.  M.  Lockwood, 

Alfred  Skinner, 

L.  Kennedy, 

Jotham  Clark, 

E.  A  Bedell,  (Bill  No.  1.) 

same  (Bill  No.  2.) 
S.  N.  Reynolds,  do 
J.  B.  Matthews, 

Samuel  Fleming, 

Samuel  Scott, 

Robert  A.  Johnston, 
Wm.  Ayres, 

Wrm.  F.  Barnes, 

Steam  Boat  Die  Vernon, 
Thomas  Crawford, 
Simeon  Stephens, 

Calvin  Cole, 

John  Montague, 
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And  report  the  same  back  to  the  House  and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same. 

The  committee  could  not  recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  above 
accounts  for  several  reasons,  which  are,  that  in  most  cases  there  were  no 
regular  pay-rolls  made  out,  in  others  the  men  were  called  out  by  irre¬ 
sponsible  and  unauthorized  persons.  In  some  casesthecertificat.es  of  the 
same  person  conflict  with  each  other,  in  others  they  were  given  by  per¬ 
sons  of  whom  we  can  know  nothing,  and  in  many  cases  there  were  no 
certificates  or  proof  whatever. 

Some  of  the  accounts  commence  as  early  as  the  lOthof  June,  while  oth¬ 
ers  extend  into  July. 

The  committee  in  reporting  the  above  accounts  back  to  the  House,  are 
unwilling  to  prejudice  the  just  claims  of  meritorious  persons  who  have 
rendered  actual  service  or  furnished  provisions  in  good  faith  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  those  who  were  engaged  in  service  by  legal  authority;  but  for 
want  of  proof  the  committee  have  been  unable  to  discriminate,  and  there¬ 
fore,  report  them  all  back  to  the  House  and  leave  them  for  such  action  as 
may  be  thought  proper  when  all  the  facts  in  a  connected  form  shall  be 
presented  for  adjustment. 


Illinois 

Legis. 
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14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


f  ■  j 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  NORTHERN  LAKES. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  FEB.  21,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglass, 
accompanied  by  an  essay  written  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
navy : 

COMMUNICATION: 

Executive  Department, 

Springfield ,  February  21,  1845. 

To  the  Hon .  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  Representative  in 
Congress  from  this  State,  accompanied  by  an  essay  written  by  an  officer 
of  the  United  States  navy  and  transmitted  by  him  with  his  letter  on  the 
subject  of  the  defences  of  the  northern  Lakes;  the  western  country,  and  the 
completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal;  all  of  which  is  repectfully 
submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


Washington,  February  7,  1845. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  note  ffom  “Harry  Bluff,  U.  S. 
N.”  together  with  a  communication  written  by  him  upon  the  “ Lake  defences 
and  western  interests .”  Harry  Bluff  is  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  United 
States  Navy  of  extensive  literary  and  scientific  attainments,  and,  by  his 
pen,  has  contributed  much  to  impress  upon  the  people  and  their  represen¬ 
tatives  in  Congress  the  importance  and  necessity  of  placing  the  seaboard, 
and  especially  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  a  complete  state  ol  military  and 
naval  defence.  He  has  now  turned  his  attention  to  the  exposed  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  northern  Lakes,  and  the  best,  if  not  the  only  means  of  defence, 
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incase  of  war  with  Great  Britain.  I  inclose  yon  his  first  number  upon 
this  subject,  which  demonstrates  not  only  the  importance,  but  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  as  a  mea¬ 
sure  essential  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  is  true  that  the  same 
opinion  has  often  beep  expressed  before,  and  has  long  since  become  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  people  in  our  State,  but  the  prospect  of  success 
is  certainly  brightening  when  officers  of  the  navy  take  up  the  subject, 
and  demonstrate  its  importance  and  necessity  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
as  connected  with  the  common  defences.  I  have  spoken  of  the  writer 
as  “Harry  Bluff,  U.  S.  N.”  as  he  has  always  appeared  before  the  public 
by  that  assumed  cognomen,  but  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  withholding 
his  real  name  from  the  public,  and  giving  to  his  writings  the  weight  of 
his  name.  Harry  Bluff*  is  no  other  than  Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  of  the 
United  States  Navy. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  communica¬ 
tion,  and  ask  that  you  will  take  such  steps  to  bring  it  more  directly  be¬ 
fore  the  public,  as  its  importance  shall  in  your  opinion  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  A.  DOUGLASS. 

His  Excellency,  Gov.  Ford,  Illinois. 


Washington  City,  February  4,  1845. 
Sir: — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention,  and  through  you  that;  of  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  to  the  subject  matter  treated  of  in  the  enclosed 
printed  sheets. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

“HARRY  BLUFF,  U.  S.  N  ” 


ANOTHER  SCRAP  FROM  THE  LUCKY-BAG. 
[Addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Southern  Literary  Messenger .] 


LAKE  DEFENCES  AND  WESTERN  INTERESTS. 

January  1,  1845. 


Five  or  six  years  ago,  Mr.  Editor,  when  the  Lucky-Bag  was  first 
brought  on  deck,  my  excellent  friend, — your  predecessor  in  that  chair, 
and  1  worked  away,  with  a  hearty  goofl  will,  at  the  Memphis  Dock  Yard. 
Like  Burghomasteis  after  a  rat  in  a  Dutch  Dyke — lest  he  should  flood  a 
province — we  pursued  it  from  motives  of  utility;  the  subject  was  discussed 
and  urged  and  advocated  so  long  and  so  loudly  that  at  last,  we  “got  it  be¬ 
fore  the  people,”  and  ’lwras  carried. 

It  was  then  discovered,  all  at  once,  by  certain  politicians,  that  “the 
honor  of  originating  this  great  National  measure'’  belonged  to  some  per- 
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son  or  other,  of  whom  we  hod  never  before  heard.  When  this  claim  to 
honor  came  to  be  investigated,  it  was  found  to  rest  on  the  circumstance, 
that  this  person  had,  one  day,  mentioned  the  subject  in  conversation.  It 
is  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence,  who  first  thought  of  establishing 
a  National  Dock  Yard  on  the  Mississippi.  So  far  as  1  know,  1  was  the 
first  to  write,  and  you  to  publish  on  the  subject,  i  thought  the  measure 
important;  and  because  I  thought  so,  urged  it  upon  the  public.  In  this, 

I  simply  did  my  duty  as  an  officer  and  acted  the  part  of  a  good  citizen 
of  the  Republic. 

As  for  being  the  first  to  think  of  it — :  nor  Watt  nor  Fulton  was  the 
first  to  think  of  steam,  hut  they  were  the  first  to  demonstrate  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  steam.  ‘‘Macadam  was  not  the  first  person  who  spoke  of  break¬ 
ing  stones;  but  Macadam,  more  strongly  than  others,  felt  the  importance 
of  breaking  stones;  he  stated  it  more  clearly,  persevered  in  it  with  tena¬ 
city,  and  wielded  his  hammer  with  greater  force  than  other  men;  and  he 
continued  to  hammer  away  until  he  finally  succeeded  in  bringing  his 
views  into  general  use.”  That  man,  Mr.  Editor,  who  first  mentions  a 
thing,  is  not  a  discoverer;  “but  he  who  mentions  it  so  often  and  so  loud¬ 
ly,  that  he  compels  mankind  to  heed  him — the  man  who  is  so  deeply  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  importance  and  correctness  of  his  views,  that  he  will 
take  no  denial,  but  at  all  risks  pushes  through  difficulties,  and  is  deter¬ 
mined,  that  what  he  thinks  of  such  vast  importance  to  his  country  shall 
not.  be  lost  for  the  want  of  an  advocate — lie  is  a  discoverer.” 

Give  the  d — 1  his  due,  gentle  reader.  The  country  has  the  substance, 
and  I’ll  not  weary  you,  or  waste  words  in  dispute  about  the  shadow. 

Tim  Navy  owes  the  Messenger  much,  hut  the  West  owes  it  more,  for  its 
noble  stand  in  support  of  their  interests.  Increase,  I  pray  you,  those  ob¬ 
ligations,  and  help  me  again  to  advocate  other  measures  of  equal  inter¬ 
est  to  the  West,  and  of  like  importance  to  the  whole  country. 

When  I  first  began  to  discuss  the  Memphis  Dock  Yard,  [  did  intend  to 
strengthen  my  arguments  by  showing  that  such  an  establishment  was  as 
essential  for  Lake,  as  for  Gulf  defences.  I  was  dissuaded  from  urging 
this  view  of  the  case,  however,  on  the  grounds  that  the  idea  was,  at  that 
time,  new,  and  being  in  advance  of  public  opinion,  would,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  weaken  the  claims  of  Memphis  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  But  four 
or  five  years,  Mr.  Editor,  produce  great  changes  in  this  country,  and  they 
have,  in  this  instance,  done  giant’s  work. 

The  public  mind  has  been  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  defenceless  and 
exposed  condition  of  the  South  and  the  West:  it  is  fully  impressed  with 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  providing  them  with  the  means  of  de¬ 
fence.  Congress  has  approved  the  measures  proposed  in  the  Messenger; 
and,  with  unanimity  seldom  witnessed,  passed  an  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Naval  Dock  Yard  and  Depot  at  Memphis,  and  the  erection  of  for¬ 
tifications  on  Key  West  and  the  Dry  Tortugasfor  the  defence  of  the  Gulf. 
The  first  war  with  a  Maritime  nation,  will  show  this  to  he  the  most  im¬ 
portant  Naval  station  in  the  country.  Indeed,  though  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  has  not  yet  been  enabled  to  put  the  first  spade  into  the  ground  at 
Memphis,  so  thoroughly  arc  military  men  already  impressed  with  the  im¬ 
portance  of  a  well-found  Navy  Yard  on  the  Mississippi  river,  that  (he 
Secretary  of  War,  in  his  last  annual  report,  makes  the  defences  of  the 
Gulf  to  hinge  upon  the  Memphis  Navy  Yard.  In  his  opinion,  to  construct 
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forts  on  Key  West  and  the  Tortugas  for  defending  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
would  only  be  building  strong  holds  for  the  enemy,  unless  the  Navy  Yard 
at  Memphis  be  in  a  condition  to  succor  and  to  help.  Indeed  I  have  this 
day  seen  a  letter  from  a  very  distinguished  officer  who  has  been  sent  to 
examine  Key  West  and  the  Tortugas,  saying  that  with  these  two  places 
fortified  and  the  Memphis  yard,  we  shall  be  able  to  lock  up  the  Gulf 
against  the  world. 

Thus  the  obvious  truth,  startling  though  it  be,  is  at  last  officially  con* 
fessed,  that  the  key  for  locking  up  that  Gulf  in  safety  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Mississippi  valley  among  the  gallant  sons  of  the  West.  Military  engi¬ 
neers  and  men  of  intelligence  now  see  that  it  turns  upon  the  Naval  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Memphis  Dock  Yard;  and  they  acknowledge  it  to  be  in 
the  keeping  of  that  brave  and  hardy  crew  of  watermen  who  nightly 
chaunt  their  boatman’s  song  to  the  “Father  of  waters.”  Put  bars  and 
bolts  if  you  please  upon  the  Florida  reefs;  but  they  must  be  strengthened, 
made  sure  and  held  fast  by  Naval  means  and  Naval  forces  from  Memphis. 
The  system  of  warfare  is  changed.  Steam  has  made  ships  stronger  than 
they  were  before,  and  superior  to  forts  and  castles. 

Important  as  it  thus  appears  that  the  Memphis  yard  is  to  a  proper  sys¬ 
tem  of  Gulf  defences  it  is  even  more  important  to  the  Lakes.  Without 
that  or  some  such  establishment  at  the  West,  to  be  connected  with  the 
Northern  Lakes  in  the  manner  I  am  about  to  propose,  the  first  breeze  from 
the  shores  of  England,  in  war  with  us,  will  crowd  in  upon  the  Lakes 
through  her  ship  canals,  swarms  of  armed  cruisers  fresh  from  sea,  that 
will  sweep  over  those  waters  with  fire  and  sword,  and  leave  wrecked  or 
ruined  all  our  commerce  there.  This  commerce,  though  but  the  growth 
of  yesterday,  is  of  great  value  and  is  rapidly  increasing.  It  already 
equals,  if  it  do  not  exceed  in  value,  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country.*  It  is  but  the  index  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  West, 
and  will  soon  exceed  200  millions  of  dollars  in  yearly  value.  On  the 
opposite  shore  and  dividing  with  us  the  waters  which  give  wings  and 
value  to  this  commerce,  we  have  a  strong  rival  and  cautious  neighbor  in 
peace,  an  aetive,  brave  and  powerful  enemy  in  war; — a  nation,  that  in 
the  most  quiet  and  prosperous  times,  never  leaves  exposed  a  weak  point 
of  her  own,  nor  suffers  to  escape  her  the  unguarded  points  of  friend  or 
foe. 

While  I  turn  to  examine  how  this  nation,  for  the  last  10  or  15  years, 
has  been  continually  strengthening  herself  on  the  Lakes,  let  me  ask  the 
Lake  States,  aye  all  the  States,  but  especially  the  Lake  States — what,  in 
case  of  war  with  England,  are  our  means  of  Lake  defence?  What  protec¬ 
tion  can  they  give  to  this  vast  commerce  of  their  own? 

As  soon  as  Great  Britain  began  to  recover  from  the  exhausting  effects 
of  her  last  war  with  us  and  the  Continent,  she  recollected  what  had  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  Lakes,  and  with  deep  but  smothered  feelings  of  national 
chagrin,  began  to  cast  about  how  she  might  for  the  future  best  strengthen 
herself  in  that  quarter.  The  treaty  of  Ghent  stipulated  that  neither  of 
the  contracting  parties  should  keep  afloat  on  the  Lakes  any  armed  forces 
beyond  a  mere  gun-boat  or  two.  How  then  could  she  make  ready  against 
the  next  war?  To  build  a  Lake  Navy  and  leave  it  on  the  stocks  to  rot 
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would  be  bad  economy.  Besides,  it  would  be  attracting  too  much  atten¬ 
tion  and  would  put  us,  too,  on  our  guard.  She  therefore  quietly  went  to 
work,  and  under  the  pretence  of  carrying  out  a  system  of  internal  im¬ 
provements  merely  for  the  accommodation  of  Canadian  Commerce,  set 
about  connecting  the  Lakes  with  the  Ocean  by  means  of  large  Ship  Ca¬ 
nals — the  largest  on  the  Continent.  Through  these  canals  she  can  now, 
in  case  of  wgr,  cover  the  Lakes  with  all  the  light  forces  of  the  British 
Navy.  For  the  last  10  or  15  years  that  nation  has  been  constantly  en¬ 
gaged  on  these  works.  She  first  constructed  the  Welland  and  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  Canals;  with  these  two  links  on  the  military  chain  thus  drawn,  she 
at  first  thought  to  make  sure  her  future  supremacy  on  the  Lakes.  But 
she  saw  the  importance  and  power  and  strength  of  the  West  growing 
and  extending  and  enlarging  themselves  by  broad  spreading,  more  and 
more  every  day.  She  therefore  judged  it  wise  to  tear  down  her  first 
works,  to  commence  new  and  to  build  larger.  The  Rideau  Canal  was 
forthwith  commenced,  and  no  less  than  HOOO  laborers  set  at  work  in  deep¬ 
ening  and  widening  the  Welland  Canal.  This  canal,  though  not  yet  com¬ 
pleted  upon  its  enlarged  scale,  is  navigable  in  the  summer.  They  are 
now  at  work  on  it,  and  expect  to  complete  it  next  year.  It  has  a  lock 
at  either  end  185  /eet  long  and  45  feet  broad,  and,  though  unfinished,  it 
is  already  capable  of  passing  vessels  of  450  tons  burthen,  (larger,  be  it  re¬ 
collected,  than  Perry’s  flag-ship  of  Lake  Erie,)  from  the  Ocean  around 
the  falls  of  the  Niagara,  and  up  to  that  very  Lake,  and  thence  through 
Huron  to  Michigan  or  Superior. 

The  Rideau  Canal  is  an  important  military  work,  for  the  completion 
of  which  neither  cost  nor  expense,  nor  labor  was  calculated.  Leaving 
the  St.  Lawrence  at  Montreal  Island,  (the  natural  head  of  Ship  Naviga¬ 
tion,)  vessels  first  ascend  the  Ottawa  river  as  high  as  the  Cbaudiere  Falls. 
Here  they  enter  for  Kingston  the  Rideau  Canal  which  is  135  miles  long 
and  of  unlimited  breadth.  It  has  no  tow-path,  was  constructed  without 
excavations,  and  “navigation  is  performed  on  it,”  says  Darby,  the  Geo¬ 
grapher,  uby  steamboats  or  barges  towed  by  steamers,  as  on  the  North 
river.” 

This  canal  is  formed  by  connecting  a  chain  of  Lakes  by  means  of  locks 
and  dams  alone,  which,  with  the  refluent  water,  have  converted  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  acres  of  land  into  standing  pools.  “A  single  dam,  (and 
there  are  20  in  the  chain,)  not  more  than  24  feet  high  and  180  broad,” 
says  Mr.  Taggart,  the  engineer,  “throws  the  rapids  and  rivers  above  it,  in  a 
still  sheet  of  water,  for  a  distance  of  more  than  20  miles,  backing  the 
water  up  rivers,  ravines  and  valleys,  and  converting  large  tracts  of  land 
into  Lakes.” 

A  dam  not  more  than  24  feet  high  and  180  feet  broad!  What  magni- 
ficient  artificial  navigation!  “The  Rideau  Canal,”  adds  this  very  intel¬ 
ligent  engineer,  whom  I  delight  to  quote,  for  he  speaks  as  one  having  au¬ 
thority,  “was  made  by  the  British  Government  at  the  expense  of  about 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,”  not  counting  the  value  of  the  drowned 
lands.) 

“One  important  object,”  continues  the  same  high  authority,  “one  im¬ 
portant  object  which  the  British  Government  had  in  view  in  making  so 
large  an  outlay,  was  to  complete  an  inland  communication  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  time  of  war.  The  British  can  now  send  their  ships  and 
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steamers  from  the  sea  by  means  of  the  Rideau  and  Welland  Canals  to 
Lake  Michigan.  1  have  seen  vessels  on  the  St.  Lawrence  loaded  with  the 
produce  of  Illinois  and  Michigan,  on  their  way  to  Montreal  and  Quebec, 
and  if  necessary,  they  might  proceed  to  England.”  And  I  have  since 
heard,  Mr.  Editor,  of  vessels  being  spoken  out  upon  the  high  seas,  hound 
from  Chicago  in  Illinois  across  the  blue  water,  to  “Cowes  and  a  market.” 

But  this  is  not  the  only  cordon  of  military  strength  about  the  lakes, 
which  this  far  seeing  nation  has  silently"  and  almost  unnoticed  been  draw¬ 
ing  around  us.  When  herfleetsget  upon  the  Lakes  in  war,  it  would  be 
exceedingly  inconvenient  if  not  hazardous  for  her  to  send  her  crippled 
ships  to  Montreal  and  Quebec  for  repairs,  or  even  from  Lake  to  Lake. 
Therefore  she  has  established  two  naval  stations  on  Lake  Huron,  one  at 
Penetangushrne,  the  other  hard  by,  at  Lake  Simcoe.  At  these,  she  is  now 
actually  engaged,  as  I  learn  through  gentlemen  from  that  section  of  the 
country,  in  building  ships  of  war.  These  stations  are  chosen  with  great 
judgement  on  her  part,  for  in  the  present  state  of  our  lake  defences,  they 
command  the  straits  of  Mackinac  and  can  forbid  us  to  enter  from  Huron, 
either  Erie  or  Superior.  Nor  is  this  all:  they  overlook  the  defenceless 
shores  of  seven  States  embracing  a  border  line  of  near  2000  miles.  Now 
what,  let  me  ask  those  seven  States — and  three  of  them  are  the  largest  in 
the  Union — what  have  they, in  case  of  war,  to  rely  upon  for  their  defence 
or  the  safety  of  their  Lake  towns  and  commerce?  Have  they  a  Navy 
Yard  there — magazines  crowded  with  stores  and  implements  of  war  ready 
at  hand?  any  grand  “inland  communication  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
time  of  war,”  by  which,  when  sorely  pressed,  they  can  be  succored  from 
the  building  Docks  of  Memphis,  or  from  the  Naval  forces  in  the  Gulf,  or 
on  the  Atlantic.  No,  the  lakes  are  locked  up,  and  help  cannot  come  from 
these  quarters.  The  Navy,  upon  which  they  have  to  rely,  is  standing 
among  the  tall  trees  of  the  forest.  Of  these  they  may  build  ships,  if  the 
enemy,  already  complete  mistress  of  the  Lakes,  would  allow  them  to  be 
launched. 

Our  lake  defences  consist  at  present,  of  the  Iron  sided  Steamer  Michi¬ 
gan,  with  two  guns  on  board,  and  four  on  shore.  But  what  is  she  among 
40  such,  which  the  Welland  canal  could  bring  there  in  a  day? 

We  have  a  fort  or  two  on  the  Lakes,  it  is  true;  but  according  to  the 
Secretary  of  war,  backed  of  course  by  his  corps  of  Scientific  Engineers, 
forts  and  castles  would  be  of  no  avail  in  defending  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  un¬ 
less  they  have  the  Navy  to  support  them.  What,  therefore,  without  ships 
to  succor  arc  forts  and  castles  on  the  Lakes,  but  strong  holds,  within  our 
very  midst  for  the  enemy?  The  opinion  is  fast  gaining  ground  among 
military  men,  that  forts  cannot  withstand  the  broad-sides  of  ships.  At 
Copenhagen,  Nelson  set  forts  and  castles  at  defiance  with  his  fleet,  and 
silenced  them  all  with  their  tremendous  broadsides;  and  up  to  that  time 
Copenhagen  was  thought  to  be  impregnable.  Not  to  go  far  back,  nor 
multiply  cases,  the  French  fleet  overpowered  the  impregnable  fortress, 
so  considered  also,  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa;  and  still  later,  English  oak 
proved  too  strong  for  the  stones  and  mortar  of  Jean  D’Acre. 

But,  not  to  argue  the  question,  as  to  the  superiority  of  ships  or  castles, 
(though  whenever  ships  have  ventured  to  attack  them,  the  ships  have 
generally  borne  off  the  palm,)  we  will  allow  those  few  Lake  forts  their 
utmost  reach,  and  admit  that  they  can  do  what  trained  Engineers  of  the 
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army  now  tell  us,  the  strongest  forts  than  can  be  built  on  the  Tortugas 
cannot  do,  i.  e.  defend  themselves  against  the  attacks  of  a  fleet.  Admit¬ 
ting  therefore,  that  they  can  withstand  the  broad-side  of  ships  and  hold 
out  against  a  fleet,  they  can  only  defend  a  point  at  most.  But  the  lakes 
consist  of  lines;  it  is  lines  therefore,  and  not  points  that  are  to  be  defended 
there.  And  if  the  lake  borders  are  to  be  defended  with  forts,  it  would  be 
cheaper  in  the  end  to  build  a  double-banked  Chinese  Wall  at  once,  from 
St.  Regis  in  the  East,  to  the  Grand  Portage  in  the  West.  But  even  then, 
without  the  Navy,  they  would  be  but  half  defended,  for  their  commerce 
in  war  would  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  an  important  matter,  this  question  of  Lake  defences,  and  should 
be  considered  free  from  sectional  prejudices,  or  party  aims,  or  political 
bias.  It  is  a  question  with  which  party  and  politics  have  nothing  to  do. 

Our  lake  commerce  already  equals,  and  in  a  year  or  two  more  is  likely 
to  exceed  in  value  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of  all  the  States  put  to¬ 
gether.  For  the  safety,  security  and  defence  of  the  latter,  millions  upon 
millions  have  already  been  expended.  For  the  former,  not  as  much,  all 
told,  since  the  war,  as  is  annually  voted  for  the  sea  board,  under  the  head 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  bills.  There  is  this  difference  too,  between  the 
lake  and  foreign  commerce:  Most  of  the  latter  is  on  foreign  account,  and 
much  of  it  is  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms.  All  of  the  former  is  on  our 
own  account,  carried  on  in  American  bottoms  by  and  among  American 
citizens,  and  between  the  States  of  the  Union.  If  therefore,  we  should 
be  prepared  to  defend  and  protect  either  in  time  of  war,  surely  the  claims 
of  this,  for  defence  are  stronger  and  more  eloquent  than  argument  can 
make  them.  If  we  can  give  ten  or  twelve  millions  every  year  on  ac¬ 
count  of  coast  defences  and  the  protection  of  our  foreign  commerce,  surely 
one  moiety  of  this  sum  might  once  in  thirty  years,  be  allowed  the  West 
for  its  defences. 

In  the  last  war,  Great  Britain  had  no  ship  canal  from  the  lakes  to  the 
ocean; — no  naval  station  as  she  now  has,  overlooking  Ohio  and  Michigan 
and  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  on  the  upper  Lakes,  and  commanding 
the  embouchers  of  Huron,  Michigan  and  Superior.  She  was  as  defence¬ 
less  then  as  we  were,  and  still  are,  though  even  then,  she  attempted  to 
invade  us  from  that  quarter:  But  we  were  strong  enough  then;  for  we 
could  meet  her  on  equal  terms  and  could  capture  her  fleets  as  fast  as 
she  could  build,  launch  and  equip  them.  Suppose  though  the  Wel¬ 
land  and  Rideau  Canals  had  then  been  opened,  by  which  she  could  have 
sent  her  fleets  direct  from  the  docks  of  Portsmouth  and  Chatham  to  lake 
Erie.  Those  waters  would  have  literally  swarmgd  with  English  cruisers, 
and  instead  of  the  proud  announcement  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  “we 
have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours,”  we  should  have  heard  of  one 
equally  laconic  perhaps,  but  in  a  more  iordly  strain  from  the  other  side, 
“Be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  I  have  burnt,  sunk  and  des¬ 
troyed,  as  per  margin.” 

So  long,  therefore,  as  Great  Britain  remained  unstrengthened  on  the 
Lakes,  we  were  as  strong  as  need  be,  and  cared  not  to  be  stronger:  But 
she  has  since  strengthened  herself  there  mightily;  and  it  behooves  us  to 
strengthen  ourselves  just  as  much,  or  not  at  all.  We  keep  standing  armies, 
provide  ourselves  with  the  means  of  defence,  and  keep  at  hand  the  im¬ 
plements  of  war,  because  other  nations  are  armed  to  the  teeth  and  are 
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warlike.  It  is  they,  therefore,  who  impose  upon  us  the  necessity  and  ex¬ 
pense  of  military  preparation.  If  all  other  nations  would  sink  their 
Navies,  raze  their  forts,  and  disband  their  armies,  we  too  might  do  the  same, 
for  we  arm  only  for  defence,  not  for  conquest.  But  this  they  will  not  do, 
and  we  are  liable  to  attack  from  them:  it  is  therefore  our  policy  to  guard 
our  week  points,  and  to  strengthen  ourselves  in  proportion  to  the  power 
of  others  to  annoy.  The  same  policy  which  dictates  a  system  of  coast  de¬ 
fences,  the  same  reason  which  compelled  us  to  build  on  the  Lakes  a  Navy 
in  the  last  war,  the  same  wisdom  that  placed  upon  us  the  injunction,  “In 
peace  prepare  for  war,”  now  urges  us  to  make  our  means  of  defence 
there,  equal  to  the  liabilities  of  attack.  It  is  a  case  too  plain  for  argu¬ 
ment;  common  sense  every  where,  and  at  once  admits,  that  it  is  as  much 
the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to  defend  one  border,  as  another — 
for  it  is  not  the  strong  points  of  the  citadel  that  gives  security  to  the  weak, 
it  is  the  weak  point  that  makes  towers  and  castles,  garrison  and  citadel 
insecure.  The  lake  border  is  as  much  exposed  and  more  defenceless 
than  the  Atlantic  coast:  Millions  upon  millions  have  been  expended  fpr 
the  security  of  that,  millions  are  yet  due  for  the  safety  of  the  Gulf  States, 
and  we  claim  for  the  defences  of  the  Lake  States  as  much  as  is  meet.  One 
part  of  the  edifice  must  be  defended  as  well  as  another.  When  you 
make  the  doors  fast  you  must  look  to  the  windows  also. — The  Lakes  can 
never  be  defended  against  the  forces  which  Great  Britain  can  now  throw 
in  upon  them,  without  the  means  on  our  part  of  sending  there  also 
something  from  the  sea  to  match  them.  The  question  therefore,  pre¬ 
sents  itself  as  to  the  channel  by  which  we  can  best  send  a  Naval  force 
from  the  sea  to  the  Lakes:  This  question  I  proceed  to  consider. 

The  first  means  of  communication  that  presents  itself  is  by  the  great 
Erie  Canal  of  New  York. — But  this  canal  is  364  miles  long;  it  has  84 
locks,  and  an  elevation  of  near  700  feet  to  overcome.  It  is  but  four  feet 
deep,  and  can  pass  vessels  not  more  than  15  feet  wide.  Therefore,  be¬ 
fore  it  could  answer  for  the  purpose  now  in  view,  it  would  have  to  be 
greatly  enlarged.'  The  expense  of  doing  this,  and  the  circumstances 
that  i'c  is  State  property  in  successful  operation,  answering  all  the  purpo¬ 
ses  for  which  it  was  intended,  and  is  besides,  yielding  a  large  Revenue  to 
its  proprietors, are  so  many  practical  difficulties  in  the  wa}>,  each  one  of 
itself  sufficient  to  forbid  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment  to  convert  that  into  a  steamboat,  or  ship  canal,  suitable  for  Naval 
and  Military  purposes.  The  money  required  for  such  an  undertaking 
would  sink  a  Navy. 

Objections  equally  strong  apply  to  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  as  well 
as  to  all  other  Lake  canals  from  the  Ohio  river.  If  the  distance  were  not 
too  great,  the  precarious  navigation  of  that  river,  would  make  it  inexpe¬ 
dient  to  adopt  for  a  military  highway  to  the  Lakes  any  of  the  routes 
leading  through  it. 

The  only  practicable  route  left  for  us  to  consider  is  that  which  leads 
through  the  Illinois  river  to  Lake  Michigan.  The  distance  from  the  head 
of  river  navigation  to  the  Lakes  is  but  100  miles. — There  is  a  ship  canal 
already  commenced  and  nearly  completed,  but  going  to  ruin  for  the  want 
of  means  to  finish  it. 

The  Illinois  Canal  is  for  sale.  When  completed  on  the  scale  of  the 
Welland  and  Rideau  Canals,  it  would  give  us  the  same  supremacy  and 
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advantage  on  the  Western  Lakes  that  Great  Britain  now  has  in  the  Eas¬ 
tern.  She  can  approach  them  from  the  sea  and  wc  cannot  ;  with  the 
Illinois  Canal  equal  to  hers,  we  could  approach  the  Western  Lakes  from 
the  sea,  and  she  cannot.  We  could  therefore  meet  her  at  least  half-way, 
and  dispute  Lake  ascendency  with  her,  with  many  natural  advantages 
in  our  favor.  The  latitude  of  the  Rideau  Canal  is  451°;  the  extreme 
Northern  point  of  the  Illinois,  is  but  42J;  more  than  200  miles  difference 
of  latitude  in  our  favor.  We  could  therefore,  in  case  of  war,  commence 
the  assemblage  of  a  fleet  on  the  Lakes  at  least  a  month  or  six  weeks  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  spring,  or  later  in  the  fall  than  she  could;  which  natural  ad¬ 
vantage  would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  turn  the  scale  in  our  favor. 

The  completion  of  this  work  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  ob¬ 
jects  in  view,  (the  connecting  the  Gulf  and  the  Lakes  by  steam-boat  nav¬ 
igation,)  is  an  important  link  in  the  system  of  general  defence.  It  is  a 
great  National  work  upon  which  in  war,  the  integrity  of  our  soil  in 
seven  States  entirely  depends,  and  one  upon  which  the  great  Western 
Valley  itself  must  mainly  rely  for  safety  and  defence.  1  therefore,  run 
up  the  Lake  flag  and  go  for  fortifying  them  with  “motes  and  ditches,” 
instead  of  parapet  and  wall. 

I  have  not  the  leisure  at  this  time,  nor  the  ability  at  any  time  to  do 
justice  to  this  subject.  But  that  I  may  not  excite  the  prejudice  of  any 
one  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  giving  it  a  candid  hearing  land  a  fair  consid¬ 
eration,  1  will  here  state  that  I  have  no  special  interest  whatever  in  the 
measures  I  am  about  to  advocate;  that  I  do  not  own  any  Illinois  or  other 
State  stock,  nor  do  I  know  any  one  who  does,  or  who  is  in  any  manner 
whatever  interested,  except  so  far  as  every  American  citizen  is  in¬ 
terested  in  the  payment  of  the  obligations  of  that  State.  ‘‘Honest  Illi¬ 
nois;  of  all  the  unfortunate  States,”  she  has  made  the  greatest  efforts  to 
meet  her  obligations,  and  I  have  witnessed  her  noble  endeavors  with  feel¬ 
ings  of  pride. 

The  means  of  defence  now  proposed  are  as  far  as  I  know,  practically 
new.  The  plan  besides  being  the  best  and  cheapest  and  the  most  efficient 
that  can  be  adopted,  is  in  itself  good.  The  collateral  advantages  to 
flow  from  it  are  great  in  their  bearing  and  not  a  few  in  number.  One  of 
them  is  in  the  ability  which  it  will  impart  to  that  State  to  meet  her  obli¬ 
gations.  I  should  rejoice  as  much  as  any  one,  except  the  Rev.  Sidney 
Smith,  or  some  other  English  bond-holder  to  see  not^only  that,  but  all 
the  Stales  in  a  condition  to  meet  honest  liabilities.  Yet,  in  a  National 
point  of  view,  the  question  of  State  solvency  or  insolvency  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  meritsof  the  case.  These  relate  entirely  to  the  general  de¬ 
fence,  and  in  this  view  only  do  I  propose  to  consider  the  matter. 

The  fortifications  at  Key  West  and  the  Tortugas  and  the  Dock-Yard 
at  Memphis,  make  but  a  part  of  the  system  of  Western  defences  about 
to  be  commenced.  They  are  bolts  only  to  the  front  door;  the  back  door, 
by  the  Lakes,  is  still  unbarred  and  wide  open.  So  long  as  that  is  the 
case,  there  is  no  security  within.  That  great  Mississippi  valley  and  Lake 
country,  when  properly  provided  with  the  means  of  detente,  will  become 
our  Citadel  of  strength,  as  it  already  is  the  seal  of  our  national  wealth, 
the  fountain  head  of  our  commercial  prosperity;  it  cannot  be  defended 
except  from  the  sea.  1  urge  the  fact  upon  the  country,  that  unless  in  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  we  can  assemble  as  strong  a  Naval  force  on  the 


10 


(260) 

Lakes  and  get  it  there  as  soon  as  she  can,  we  cannot  defend  them.  Sup¬ 
pose  that  England  should  declare  War  with  us  to-morrow:  in  twm  weeks 
time,  she  could  have,  of  her  sixty  War  Steamers,  thirty  or  forty  on  the 
Lakes.  In  that  time  not  one  could  we  add  to  the  only  one  which  we 
have  there; — we  could  not  build  them  in  so  short  a  time.  To  do  that 
would  require  months,  and  there  is  no  channel  by  which  we  could  send 
there  any  disposable  Naval  force  which  we  might  have  on  the  Mississip¬ 
pi,  in  the  Gulf,  or  along  the  seaboard.  With  such  a  start  of  us,  what 
would  become  of  our  Lake  commerce?  It  would  be  struck  lifeless  in  a 
day.  The  Lakes  are  narrow,  and  these  Steamers,  in  a  line  a’  breast, 
stretching  across  from  shore  to  shore  might,  with  brooms  at  their  mast 
head,  literally  sweep  the  Lakes  from  “Sackett’s  Harbor’’  to  ‘‘Fond  du 
Lac.”  There  would  be  nothing  to  prevent.  In  one  month’s  time  all  our 
trading  vessels  there,  might,  for  aught  the  government  could  do,  be  either 
sunk  or  burned  or  held  as  English  prizes. 

What  too  in  the  case  supposed,  would  become  of  the  Oswego  and  the 
great  Erie  Canals  of  New  York!  Such  a  force,  we  all  must  admit,  could 
take  possession  of  their  mouths,  and  if  necessary,  blow  up  a  lock  or  two, 
and  thus  rut  short,  at  least  for  a  time,  the  revenues  of  the  great  State  of 
New  York  herself.  In  this  case,  taxation  upon  her  people  must  come  in 
order  to  sustain  State  credit.  And  if  we  may  judge  from  the  late  anti-rent 
movements  on  the  North  river,  taxation  would  not  be  more  palatable  to 
the  people  of  that  great  State,  than  it  has  proved  to  those  of  some  of  her 
unfortunate  sisters.  But  taxation  in  the  aggregate,  and  by  the  wholesale, 
would  be  nothing  in  comparison  of  individual  losses,  the  universal  distress 
and  public  calamities  which  the  destruction  of  our  Lake  commerce  would 
bring  with  it. 

The  same  remarks,  continuing  the  hypothesis,  apply  to  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio  and  Indiana;  for  the  ties  which  bind  them  all  to  the  Lakes  are  as 
close  as  the  urrbiiical  cord.  Every  State  has  a  general  interest  in  Lake 
defences,  but  each  of  these  States  has  a  particular  and  an  especial  inter¬ 
est  besides — therefore  I  address  myself  particularly  to  them.  It  becomes 
them  and  their  people,  their  statesmen  and  presses  to  make  the  first  move 
in  so  important  a  matter  as  the  question  of  Lake  defences  has  now  be¬ 
come.  There  is  no  want  of  patriotism  or  of  national  spirit  in  the  land — 
and  if  these  States  in  particular  will  take  up  the  subject,  their  defences 
are  sure. 

With  the  Illinois  Canal  for  passing  steamers,  and  the  Navy-Yard  at 
Memphis  in  the  condition  which  the  resources,  the  welfare  and  interest 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley  require  it  to  be,  we  could,  at  the  first  notes  of 
war,  pour  the  whole  Naval  strength  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  right  into 
the  Lakes.  In  three  or  four  days  the  entire  Steam-Navy  of  the  West 
could  be  assembled  there,  and  then  having  the  first  blow,  we  could  follow 
it  up  with  deadly  effect.  The  command  of  the  Lakes  would  be  ours;  we 
could  shut  up  the  Welland  and  Rideau  Canals,  and  choose  where  to  land 
in  Canada,  and  fix  upon  our  own  time  and  point  of  attack.  Thus  forti¬ 
fied,  our  lake  commerce  might  be  as  active  and  as  safe,  and  the  revenue  of 
the  Lake  Canals  as  great  and  as  secure  in  war  as  in  peace. 

In  the  last  war  we  built  two  fleets  on  the  Lakes  and  captured  two  more 
from  the  enemy.  Now,  had  this  canal  been  opened,  those  fleets  might 
have  been  at  New  Orleans  to  assist  the  gun-boats  there,  or  they  might 


have  been  out  upon  the  sea,  there  again  to  “meet  the  enemy  and  make 
them  ours.”  At  the  least,  when  the  war  was  over,  the  Lake  Navy  might 
have  been  drawn  off  through  it  to  the  sea,  and  thus  saved  the  country 
millions  of  dollars,  which  it  immediately  after  the  war  proceeded  to  ex¬ 
pend  in  building  just  such  a  fleet  for  the  Atlantic.  The  Lake  Navy  was 
of  no  use  when  the  war  was  done;  it  was  left  there  in  “cold  obstruction” 
and  finally  sold  for  what  it  would  bring.  Could  it  have  been  got  to  the 
sea,  the  increased  value  of  it,  when  there,  would  have  been  quite  sufficient 
to  complete  this  canal.  Without  this  canal,  the  public  loss,  the  stifle  ring 
and  national  inconvenience  to  be  undergone  by  the  country  in  the  next 
war  then,  if  it  could  be  told  in  dollars,  would  be  sufficient  to  drain  the 
Lakes,  and  to  turn  Superior  and  Erie  into  the  Mississippi  river. 

“Thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel  just: — ”  a  few  thousand 
seamen  armed  with  right  and  fighting  for  their  homesteads  on  the  Lakes, 
would  be  stronger  and  more  valiant  than  all  the  “pressed”  men  that  Eng¬ 
land  could  send  against  them.  It  is  wise;  it  is  re-publican;  and  there  is 
strength  in  the  very  idea,  that  in  providing  for  the  general  defence,  the 
system  should  be  so  arranged,  that  each  citizen  should  have  the  defending 
of  his  own  fire-side.  The  Marblehead  sailor,  in  the  day  of  battle,  aiw;  ys 
true  and  brave,  surely  would  fight  with  a  stouter  heart  and  stronger  arm 
off  Cape  Cod,  and  in  sight  of  his  little  white  cottage,  than  it  would  be  in 
the  nature  of  man  to  do  far  away  and  when  home  was  not  in  danger,  as 
off  the  Balize  for  instance.  Here  the  strongest  man  of  the  East  would 
be  a  Samson  still,  but  he  would  be  only  Samson  in  a  wig.  The  water¬ 
man  of  the  West,  on  the  other  hand,  would  feel  that  he  too  was  shorn  of 
half  his  strength,  if  he  were  sent  to  fight  off  Sandy  Hook  when  New 
Orleans  was  attacked.  The  wild  beast  in  its  den,  and  for  its  young,  and 
man  at  his  home  fighting  in  defence  of  his  own,  are  the  most  terrible  in 
battle. 

In  providing  for  the  general  defence,  be  considerate;  take  advantage 
of  this  principle,  and  be  strong  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Establish 
your  defences  and  conduct  your  wars,  as  far  as  practicable,  upon  these 
principles.  When  the  poor  man  falls  in  battle,  let  it  be,  if  possible,  near 
home  and  its  endearments — do  not  send  him  from  the  West  to  the  East, 
while  you  send  another  from  the  South  to  take  his  place.  But  rather 
leave  each  one  to  defend  his  own  fire-side,  and  then  no  enemy  can  with¬ 
stand  him.  Let  the  Nantucket  man  fight  for  his  whalebone  and  oil,  the 
Western  man  for  his  loamy  bottoms  and  cotton  bags,  and  then  let  the 
strong  help  the  weak  wherever  they  appear.  This  is  the  great  source  of 
strength  in  the  Memphis  Dock- Yard,  for  it  places  the  Gulf  defences  in 
the  hands  of  the  Gulf  people. 

This  feature  is  another  of  those  natural  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  proposed  measures  of  defence.  The  plan  of  consigning  the  defences 
of  the  Lake  to  the  people  of  the  Lakes,  cannot  be  seen  in  all  its  beauty 
and  force  except  in  war  ;  then  it  will  make  victory  more  certain,  and 
adorn  our  arms  with  new  triumphs, — it  will  make  your  warriors  in  battle 
more  than  men,  their  enemies  less.  In  the  last  war,  Jack  Tar  fought 
the  battles  of  the  Lakes.  He  fought  bravely  and  won  nobly.  But  think 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  the  exposures  of  Lake  life,  the  ravages  of  the  “Lake 
fever,”  would  have  made  such  havoc  in  our  fleet,  had  there  then  been  a 
body  of  Lake  sailors  inured  to  the  climate  of  the  Lakes,  and  familiar 
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with  their  waters,  ready  to  man  it?  The  cost  of  victory  would  not  have 
been  half  as  great. 

The  commerce  of  the  Lakes  now  affords  a  noble  body  of  sailors,  quite 
equal  to  their  own  protection  in  war,  if  Government  will  but  provide  them 
with  the  means.  Let,  therefore,  this  Ship  Canal  be  opened;  send,  now 
and  then  through  it,  a  man-of-war  steamer,  built  in  the  West,  armed  in 
the  West,  and  manned  from  the  West.  Employ  it  on  Lake  service. — - 
Give  occupation  to  the  Navy  there  by  assigning  to  it  the  Survey*  of  the 
Lakes.  *  Accustom  the  Lake  people  to  the  Navy,  by  employing  in  it,  as 
you  may  have  occasion,  their  kinsmen  and  friends  in  preference  to  the 
seamen  of  other  waters.  Teach  them  now  to  look  upon  the  Navy  for 
their  defence  in  war,  and  then,  when  war  comes,  the  moral  force  of  your 
Lake  fleet,  manned  by  Lake  people,  fighting  for  Lake  interests  and  their 
own  safety,  will,  of  itself,  prove  a  tower  of  strength  that  will  make  us 
truly  invincible.  Who  can  estimate  the  degree  of  strength,  the  increase 
of  military  power  and  resources  which  such  a  system  of  defence  would 
give  this  country  in  war  ?  There  is  a  moral  grandeur  in  the  very  idea  ; 
the  measure  is  due  both  to  the  Lake  country  and  the  West. 

Twenty  millions  of  dollars  have  been  expended  in  expelling  the  Indians 
from  Florida.  With  his  own  strong  arm  and  trusty  rifle,  the  Western 
man  has  chased  away  the  savage  from  his  lurking  place,  the  wild  beast 
from  his  haunts  ;  he  has  reclaimed  a  wilderness,  imparted  value  to  the 
soil  ;  without  cost  he  has  already  added  millions  upon  millions  to  the  na¬ 
tional  wealth,  and  is  every  day  increasing  the  store  by  princely  additions. 
So  long  as  he  could  meet  his  enemy  on  equal  terms,  he  craved  no  protec¬ 
tion,  wanted  no  means  of  defence  except  a  free  use  of  the  arms  which 
nature  and  art  had  given  him.  On  the  open  plain,  or  behind  the  bush 
— he  cared  not  which — all  he  wanted  was  his  trusty  rifle  and  a  fair 
chance. 

But  times  have  changed,  “ et  7ios  matamur  cum  illisS'  The  “pale  faces’* 
and  not  the  red-man  are  the  enemy  whose  movements  he  has  to  watch  ; 
their  weapons  are  not  the  same,  and  their  system  of  warfare  is  different. 
Instead  of  the  bark  canoe,  dusky  leviathans  of  war  will  skim  over  the 
Lakes  armed  for  the  contest  with  artillery  as  terrible  as  the  bolts  of.  heav¬ 
en.  His  puny  rifle  and  leaden  bullet  cannot  match  their  hollow  shot  and 
Paixhan  guns.  What  the  West  now  claims  from  the  Federal  arm  is  the 
means  of  meeting  her  neighbor  on  the  North,  always  on  equal  terms. 

We  build  forts  and  castles  on  the  sea-board  at  an  enormous  expense — 
we  then  preserve  them  from  decay  and  keep  them  in  repair  at  perpetu¬ 
al  and  heavy  charges  upon  the  States.  Since  the  war  not  less  than  300 
millions  of  dollars  have  been  voted  by  Congress  for  the  defences  of  the 

*Two  or  three  years  ago  Congress  authorized  a  Hydrographic  survey  of  the  Lakes 
— -a  survey  for  the  purposes  of  Navigation — and  which  therefore  properly  belonged  to  the 
Navy.  But  instead  of  allowing  it  to  take  this  course,  it  was  made  a  job  of,  and  by  a 
curious  arrangement  got  into  the  hands  of  the  Army.  Though  the  Navy  has  a  vessel  on 
the  Lakes  already  officered  and  manned,  and  doing  nothing,  we  see  the  Army  building 
another  vessel  right  along  side  of  her  to  carry  on  this  survey.  This  system  of  jobbing 
and  getting  up  independent  navies,  is  getting  to  be  a  very  serious  matter,  which  ought  to 
be  looked  into.  We  have  our  Army  Navies,  our  Coast  Survey  Navies,  our  Treasury  Na¬ 
vy,  and  a  Navy  Navy,  all  and  each  independent  of  the  other.  They  should  all  be  merged  into 
one,  and  those  sources  of  abuse,  waste,  extravagance  and  corruption  to  which  they  give 
rise,  stopped  up.  Will  not  some  of  our  correspondents  take  this  subject  up?  Suum 
cuique.—- [Ed.  Mess. 
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Atlantic  sea-board  and  the  protection  of  its  commerce.  And  how 
much,  pray,  for  the  Lakes  ?  Not  the  one-hundredth  part,  if  the  thou¬ 
sandth  part  of  what  the  Lake  country  and  the  Lake  people  have  paid  di¬ 
rectly  out  of  their  own  pockets  and  from  their  own  resources,  into  the 
public  fund.  It  is  their  industry  that  makes  the  West  give  to  the  other 
States  of  her  surplus  produce  the  yearly  sum  of  four  or  five  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  ;  it  is  their  enterprise  that  gives  value  to  the  public  lands: 
But  where  are  the  national  defences  for  them  ?  We  did,  indeed,  at  much 
expense  and  with  great  labor,  proceed  to  erect  a  strong  fortification  at 
Rouse’s  point  with  a  view  to  lake  defences.  It  was  intended  to  command 
the  entrance  from  Canada  into  Lake  Champlain  and  does  command  it. — 
But  after  we  had  built  this  magnificent  fortress,  it  was  discovered  that  we 
had  built  it  on  the  English  side,  and  we  had  to  give  it  up.  Still  there  are 
parts  of  the  country  where  great  attention  is  paid  to  national  defences  and 
the  protection  of  commerce.  We  run  walls  out  into  the  sea  ;  we  deep¬ 
en  channels  and  cut  away  bars  where  the  water  is  silt ;  nay,  we  actually 
raise  up,  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  islands  on  which  we  may  build 
forts  and  castles,  to  overlook  the“yesty  waves”  and  frown  upon  the  angry 
sea  in  coast  defence.  Shall  we  then  be  told  by  any  pseudo  interpreter 
of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  requires  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  to  provide  for  the  general  defence ,  that  we  may  fortify  by  building 
up  Islands  but  not  by  digging  canals — that  the  Constitution  contemplated 
military  roads,  but  never  a  military  canal  ? 

Mutual  defence  was  the  great  object  for  which  the  States  met  in  con¬ 
vention;  the  grand  aim  of  confederation.  And  because  the  canal  pro¬ 
posed  has  been  half  completed  ;  because  a  noble  young  State,  in  the  true 
spirit  of  western  patriotism,  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive  the  vast  national 
importance  of  this  work,  and  the  energy  to  project  it  ;  because  she  under¬ 
took  it  single-handed,  and  was  swamped — she  and  her  resources—by  the 
magnificenceof  the  enterprise,  shall  we  now  be  told  that  it  would  he  inter¬ 
fering  with  State  rights  or  assumingSfcate  debts,  to  procure  from  that  State 
the  right  to  complete  this  most  important  link  in  the  general  system  of  de¬ 
fence  ?  it  is  the  duty,  not  the  privilege,  but  the  boujiden  duty  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  provide  for  the  defences  of  the  Lakes.  What  other  means  is  half  so 
wise,  cheap,  effective,  or  beneficial,  as  this  ?  There  is  no  other  channel  or 
means  which,  either  for  strength,  efficiency, cost  or  economy,  is  comparable 
to  it.  Opening  into  a  magnificent  sheet  of  water,  entirely  within  our  own 
borders,  Lake  Michigan  is  a  complete  sack,  ample  enough  to  contain  all 
the  ships  of  all  the  navies  in  the  world.  Here,  in  war,  should  it  be  requir¬ 
ed,  we  could  assemble  from  the  sea,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Mississippi  riv¬ 
er  and  its  tributaries,  all  the  forces,  the  means  and  implements  of  war  which 
the  boundless  resources  of  that  magnificent  valley  afford.  In  the  very  heart 
of  this  country,  midway  between  the  regions  of  the  Gulf  and  the  Lakes, 
is  to  stand  the  impartant  Dock-Yard  of  Tennessee  ;  from  its  ample  work¬ 
shops  and  magazines  of  war-like  stores,  each  river-boat,  as  it  passes  north¬ 
ward  in  war,  may  be  equipped  with  hollow  shot  and  shells,  mounted  with 
the  most  terrible  engines  of  destruction,  and  hastened  on  to  repel  invasion; 
or  they  may  procure  commissions  to  roam  the  Lakes,  burn,  sink  and  de¬ 
stroy.  In  one  month’s  time  or  less,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Government  to  concentrate  on  Lake  Michigan  such  an  assemblage  of 
steam  mcn-of-war  from  the  valley  of  the  West,  as  the  world  never  saw. — 
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From  this  place  of  rendezvous,  entering  the  great  Lake  chain,  midway  be¬ 
tween  Erie  and  Superior,  they  would  be  convenient  and  ready  for  any 
point  of  attack.  In  the  last  war  the  contest  on  the  Lakes  was  a  con  test  of 
ship-building.  The  enemy  began  to  build  and  launch,  and  we  did  the 
same  ;  the  fortune  of  war  was  on  our  side,  and  we  captured  two  of  his 
fleets.  Defeated,  but  not  conquered,  he  began  to  build  ships  of  the  line. 
We  did  the  same.  When  peace  came  it  found  an  English  ship  of  100 
guns  actually  afloat  on  the  Lakes,  and  two  American  line  of  battle  ships 
of  equal  size  on  the  stocks.  And  on  the  stocks  they  still  remain.  Hav¬ 
ing  her  ship-canals,  England  may  now  lay  down  the  keels  of  her  Lake 
Navy  at  Portsmouth,  and  therefore  out  build  us. 

The  Lakes  and  the  Gulf  are  the  two  great  ventricles  of  the  Western 
country  ;  they  are  the  seat  of  strength  in  war  ;  and  in  peace,  of  health 
and  energy,  of  commercial  prosperity  and  national  wealth.  Through 
them  all  the  elements  of  our  national  greatness  are  first  put  into  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  circulation.  The  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries  are  the  veins 
and  arteries  through  which  it  is  kept  up.  But  to  give  full  life  to  the  sys¬ 
tem,  to  quicken  the  energies,  and  to  make  its  commercial  and  naval  im¬ 
portance  equal  to  its  agricultural  and  military  resources,  this  connection 
is  needed.  That  the  military  strength  of  this  region  may  equal  its  phys¬ 
ical  capacities,  we  have  but  to  increase  its  powers  of  circulation.  Com¬ 
plete  this  canal  and  every  source  of  public  weal  throughout  that  vast  re¬ 
gion  will  be  wonderfully  augmented. 

I  am  no  internal  improvement  man,  Mr.  Editor.  But  can  such  a  work 
be  opposed  with  reason  upon  any  constitutional  ground  ?  From  Maine 
to  Ceorgia,  on  the  sea  board,  we  build  fortifications  and  surround  them 
with  canals,  called  motes  and  ditches .  It  is  done  for  the  security  of  those 
within  and  for  the  protection  of  the  castles  themselves.  And  pray,  sir, 
what  is  the  great  valley  of  the  West  but  an  immense  castle  of  strength 
to  this  country, — the  very  citadel  itself  of  the  nation  :  For  its  security  and 
the  safety  of  the  garrison  within,  numbering  millions  of  freemen,  this  Illi¬ 
nois  ‘‘ditch”  is  needed  and  must  be  made. 

To  complete  the  coast  defences  of  the  Atlantic  upon  their  present  plan, 
will  require  an  outlay  of  50,000,000  of  dollars.  This  sum  the  engineers 
of  the  army  tell  us  is  necessary  to  defend  certain  points,  and  then  there 
must  be  a  Navy, — our  right  arm,  and  great  bulwark  of  strength, — to 
guard  the  lines  and  to  help  to  defend  the  points.  The  cost  of  two  of  the 
dozen  line-of-bat<le-ships  which  are  rotting  at  their  moorings,  or  ground¬ 
ing  on  their  beef-bones  before  our  Atlantic  cities,  would  complete  this 
canal.  Nay,  the  harbor  defences  of  one  Atlantic  city,  smaller  than  ma¬ 
ny  “villages”  on  the  Lakes,  would  complete  the  whole  system  of  Lake 
defences,  and  make  that  border  forever  safe  from  invasion.  Defences  for 
the  Borough  of  Norfolk  have  been  built  up,  or  are  in  process  of  comple¬ 
tion,  at  a  cost  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 

Fortress  Monroe  and  castle  Calhoun  are  works  which  must  begarrison- 
ed  and  kept  in  order  continually  at  a  heavy  yearly  expense.  Themoneythat 
has  been  expended  upon  them  lies  idle  in  peace,  and  its  value  is  felt  only 
in  war.  And  after  all,  these  splendid  forts  defend  but  a  point ;  an  ene¬ 
my  may  still  land  in  Lynnhaven  Bay,  and  for  aught  their  guns  can  do, 
march  up  to  Norfolk.  The  first  cost  of  such  works  is  necessarily  great, 
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but  it  is  nothing  when  compared  to  the  continual  demand  for  repairs, 
kept  up  year  after  year  upon  the  treasury  forever;  garrisons  of  armed  sol¬ 
diers  to  protect  them  must  also  be  clothed,  fed  and  maintained  at  the  public 
expense.  How  different  with  the  work  proposed.  It  with  one  or  two 
out-works  will  protect  2000  miles  of  coast  line  in  war,  and  in  peace  be  a 
source  of  untold  blessings  to  the  East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  the 
South,  of  solid  and  substantial  benefit  and  advantages  to  a  vast  com¬ 
merce.  It  will  give  the  Western  farmer  the  choice  of  markets  at  New 
Orleans,  New  York  or  Canada.  It  will  garrison  itself  and  keep  itself  in 
repair.  It  will  more  than  maintain  itself.  The  money  expended  upon 
it,  in  peace  or  in  war,  is  never  idle  for  a  moment,  and  the  work  will  pay 
back  first  cost  every  year  in  untold  and  princely  sums,  its  dividends  of 
public  weal  becoming  greater  and  greater,  the  longer  it  lasts,  the  stronger 
we  grow.  Let  this  work  be  completed,  and  it  will  be  a  dragon’s  tooth 
planted  in  the  West  to  bring  forth  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  a  har¬ 
vest  of  steam-clad  warriors,  ever  brave,  always  ready. 

The  national  road  is  a  military  highway.  But  considering  the  State  im¬ 
provements  which  may  be  used  in  its  stead,  its  importance  compared  with 
the  Illinois  Canal,  as  a  fortification,  as  a  means  of  defence,  is  as  a  long¬ 
boat  to  a  ship  of  the  line.  In  default  of  this,  State  improvements  afford 
no  other  channels,  no  by-ways  through  which  the  Navy  may  pass  to  the 
Lakes  in  war.  The  same  arrangement  that  has  been  made  with  the 
States  with  regard  to  the  national  road,  might,  I  humbly  submit,  be  made 
with  Illinois  with  regard  to  this  canal.  Let  the  General  Government 
complete  the  work  upon  the  requisite  scale,  and  I  apprehend  that  that 
State  would  guarantee  to  keep  it  in  order  without  charge  forever,  subject 
always  to  the  control  of  the  Federal  Government  in  war,  provided  she 
might  enjoy  its  advantages  and  the  benefits  flowing  from  it  in  peace. — 
Thus  may  we  be  doubly  armed.  This  means  of  defence — this  fortifica¬ 
tion — for  so  it  may  be  called,  makes  us  greater  in  peace,  stronger  and 
more  powerful  in  war  than  all  the  forts  and  castles  that  could  be  strung 
together. 

With  this  canal  complete,  the  straits  of  Mackinaw  become  to  the 
Lakes  what  the  straits  of  Florida  are  to  the  Gulf  ;  these  and  not  the 
Balize  make  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  ;  so  its  head  waters  would  flow 
through  Mackinaw,  and  not  from  Itasca. 

The  same  reasoning  and  arguments  which  have  induced  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Navy-Yard  on  the  Gulf,  apply  to  a  like  measure  of  precau¬ 
tion  and  defence  near  these  straits.  This  would  be  the  grand  point  cl ’  ap- 
puri  for  our  Lake  forces.  Here  our  crippled  and  distressed  ships  could 
hasten  from  the  other  Lakes  for  relief  and  repairs.  The  military  impor¬ 
tance  of  such  an  establishment  at  such  a  point  is  obvious.  It  needs  only 
to  be  mentioned  and  it  is  clear  to  every  one.  The  necessity  and  use  of  a 
magazine  on  board  a  man-of-war,  are  not  more  apparent. 

With  this  therefore,  and  a  depot  of  coal  and  of  implements  of  war  at 
Chicago,  with  which  our  vessels  could  be  supplied  as  they  enter  the  Lakes, 
the  means  of  defence  in  that  quarter  would  be  ample,  and  such  as  no 
power  on  earth  could  prevail  against.  Here  the  larger  vessels  would  re¬ 
ceive  their  armament  as  they  enter  the  Lakes,  and  here  they  would  leave 
it  as  they  return. 
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There  should  be  also  on  Lake  Erie  a  depot  of  coal,  and  a  place  of  re¬ 
fuge  and  repair  for  crippled  or  over-powered  ships. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Editor,  in  great  haste,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  great 
press  of  other  business,  hastily  thrown  together  these  ideas.  In  a  crude 
shape  they  are,  and  somewhat  awkwardly  put  forth,  I  admit.  But  the 
subject  is  not  to  rest  here  ;  I  intend  to  pursue  it  when  more  at  leisure. — 
In  the  mean  time  do  you  and  the  West  go  ahead,  and  keep  it  before  the 
country. 

Yours,  as  of  yore, 

HARRY  BLUFF,  U.  S.  N. 


J  ILLINOIS 
!  jEGIS. 


H.  R. 
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(14th  Assem. 
(1st  Session. 


MONEY  EXPENDED  ON  STATE  HOUSE. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Feb.,  1845. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Public  Accounts  and  Expenditures. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 

the  Secretary  of  State: 

COMMUNICATION: 

Department  of  State,! 

Springfield,  Illinois 

To  the  Hon .  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Tuesday  the  24th  ultimo,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform  the 
House,  how  much  money  has  been  expended  in  repairing  the  roof  of  the 
State  House  in  the  years  1843  and  1844,  how  much  has  been  expended 
for  materials  for  such  repairs,  how  much  paid  to  workmen,  with  the  names 
of  said  workmen. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  expended  on,  and 
about  the  roof  of  the  State  House  during  the  years  1843  and  1844,  the 
sum  of  $96  46,  of  which  I  paid  to  Richard  S.  Hillman  $16,  and  to 
Thomas  J.  Burns  $32,  as  workmen,  the  balance  was  expended  for  ma¬ 
terials. 

Having  answered  the  interrogatories  in  the  resolution,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  make  a  brief  statement,  of  the  manner  in  which  I  have  expen¬ 
ded  the  above  sum  of  money,  and  also  lay  before  the  House  the  present 
condition  of  the  roof  and  cupola. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  relative  to  the  roof  of  the 
State  House,”  approved  January  24,  1843,  the  first  section  of  which 
act  requires  the  Secretary  to  have  the  roof  of  the  State  House  repaired, 
and  that  he  is  to  furnish  “suitable  materials”  for  the  same.  The  second 
section  of  said  act  appropriates  the  sum  of  $600  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  first  section.  I  employed  a  mechanic  to  examine  the 
terrace  of  the  cupola,  which  was  at  that  time  covered  with  tin,  and  which 
was  greatly  broken,  and  cracked — and  report  to  me  the  best  and  surest 
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mode  of  permanently  preventing  the  leaking,  he  informed  me,  that  the 
tin  should  be  taken  up  and  copper  put  down  in  its  stead;  acting  on  this 
advice,  I  drew  the  appropriation  of  $600,  converted  the  greater  portion 
of  it  into  current  funds  and  proceeded  to  St.  Louis  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  the  requisite  quantity  of  copper.  When  I  arrived  at  St.  Louis 
I  was  unable  to  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  proper  size,  and  was 
then  informed,  that  it  could  not  be  had,  unless  it  was  ordered  cither 
from  Cincinnati  or  Pittsburgh.  When  1  returned  home  i  consulted  sev¬ 
eral  mechanics  upon  the  subject  and  they  were  of  the  unanimous  opin¬ 
ion  that  from  the  construction  of  the  cupola  it  could  not  be  prevented 
from  leaking,  and  that  to  cover  the  terrace  with  copper,  would  be  a  use¬ 
less  and  unnecessary  expense,  without  producing  any  permanent  good. 

In  the  first  place  nearly  six-eighths  of  the  cupola  rests  on  wooden  trus¬ 
ses  running  crosswise  of  the  vestibule,  consequently,  it  is  constantly  sha¬ 
ken  by  the  wind,  and  will  continue  to  sag  until  the  construction  of  the 
cupola  is  altered,  and  placed  on  a  firmer  basis.  The  cupola  rests  on 
sixteen  posts  incased  by  columns,  the  posts  are  about  24  feet  above  the 
walls,  and  the  entire  weight  of  the  roof,  and  cornice  of  the  cupola, 
which  is  forty  feet  in  diameter,  and  twenty  feet  high,  covered  with  cop¬ 
per  is  resting  upon  those  posts,  the  cupola  being  top  heavy  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  prevent  it  from  shaking,  which  renches  the  whole  work  to  its  base. 
This  cannot  be  prevented,  without  iron  braces  passing  through  the  col¬ 
umns,  which  will  disfigure  the  architecture,  and  cannot  be  done  without 
considerable  expense.  If  the  shaking  of  the  cupola  cannot  be  prevented, 
any  attempt  to  stop  the  leaking  will  be  idle  in  the  extreme.  If  the  in¬ 
terior  dome  is  finished  before  the  leaking  is  permanently  stopped,  it  would 
soon  be  ruined  and  disfigured. 

The  entire  roof  of  the  State  House  requires  constant  supervision,  the 
sheets  of  copper  when  laid  down,  were  not  sufficiently  stretched,  and 
whole  sheets  have  been  raised  up  by  the  wind. 

Believing  that  any  expenditure  of  money  either  on  the  roof  or  cupola, 
would  not  effect  any  permanent  good,  until  the  construction  was  altered 
I  refrained  from  expending  a  greater  amount  of  the  appropriation  than 
was  necessary,  to  protect  the  building  from  the  injury  it  was  sustaining, 
from  the  rain  which  beats  in  from  ail  parts  of  the  cupola. 

Instead  of  the  tin  on  the  terrace  (which  I  had  taken  up)  I  have  had 
canvass  painted,  and  closely  put  down,  which  yields  to  the  sinking  and 
shaking  of  the  cupola,  and  has  thus  far  prevented  the  rain  from  coming 
through  in  that  direction. 

I  would  recommend,  as  the  cheapest  and  most  safe  mode  of  securing 
the  building  against  injury,  and  permanently  preventing  the  leaking,  that 
the  cupola  be  taken  down,  and  the  place  where  it  now  stands  covered 
with  copper,  except  a  space  for  a  sky-light,  which  should  be  sufficiently 
large  to  light  the  interior  dome,  the  dome  would  then  be  finished  on  the 
same  plan,  of  the  Bank,  and  would  afford  more  light  to  the  interior  than 
it  could  do  if  finished  with  the  cupola  as  it  now  stands.  The  copper 
on  the  top  of  the  cupola  would  cover  the  opening  in  the  roof  produced 
by  its  removal,  the  expense  would  then  chiefly  consist  in  taking  down 
the  cupola,  which,  if  permitted  to  remain,  will  require  constant  repair¬ 
ing,  and  be  a  source  of  great  trouble  and  expense. 
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I  have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  the  condition  of  the  roof  and  the 
causes  of  the  leaking,  that  the  Legislature  may  direct  in  what  manner  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  is  to  be  expended;  and  also,  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  the  reasons  why  I  did  not  expend  more  of  the  appro¬ 
priation  and  had  not  more  work  done. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  (which  is  all  in  current 
funds)  is  in  my  hands.  The  present  condition  of  the  roof  and  cupola  re¬ 
quires  immediate  attention. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  of  State • 
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ROOF  OF  STATE  HOUSE. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Feb.  26.,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the 
roof  of  the  State  House,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  proceeded  to  inspect  the  roof  and  cupola  of  the  State 
House,  and  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  them  in  the  examination  called  to 
their  assistance,  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Dresser,  two  experienced  and  skil¬ 
ful  workmen  of  this  citv,  who,  together  with  the  committee,  made  a  min¬ 
ute  investigation  respecting  the  causes  of  the  leaking  referred  to  in  the 
Secretary’s  report.  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Dresser  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  suggestions  made  in  the  Secretary’s  report  relative  to  the  cupola, 
and  the  remedy  pointed  out  by  him  was  the  only  sure  and  safe  plan  by 
which  the  leaking  could  be  permanently  prevented,  and  the  interior  of 
the  building  secured  from  the  consequentdamage.  But  as  that  plan  proposed 
the  taking  down  of  the  cupola  entirely,  and  your  committee  not  being 
sufficiently  advised  of  the  expense  necessary  for  such  a  change,  and  that 
the  temporary  remedy,  the  Secretary  reported  he  had  made,  would  yet 
for  some  considerable  time  prevent  the  cupola  from  leaking,  your  com¬ 
mittee  did  not  deem  it  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  recommend  so 
important  a  change  in  the  architectural  construction  of  the  roof. 

In  relation  to  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  Secretary,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  expended,  the  committee,  after  examination, 
were  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  law,  and  that  the  amount  expended  by  him  was  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  protection  of  the  building.  From  the  present  condition 
of  the  roof  and  cupola  we  are  satisfied  that  they  will  require  constant 
repairs  and  attention,  and  for  that  purpose  we  deemed  it  proper  that  the 
unexpended  portion  of  the  appropriation,  which  the  Secretary  reported 
was  still  in  his  hands  should  be  retained  by  him  to  be  used  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  appropriation  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  roof  and  the  safety  of  the  building  seem  to  require. 


V.  ft.  ■  ■ 


■  5C»rj(. 

< 


.H* 


\»  y  i 


>  •  }'•?.. 


f 

♦ 


- 


1 1  :  i  r-M  ito  ' 


#l 

■  v. ; j  j/ 

mi ) 

n  ;  •;  min’d 

#T 

'■  'i 

U  (TIC 

,  %  r 

•:  ■■  •  '  A  >" 

M 

■  s>{.:<  '■ 

-  :  i 

, 

'"Vt  O'O  U:  J 

<  v* 

■  i,v*y  iv 

v*1 

;  / 

o 

\  )  f  v  •  • 

'  « 

i 

.  •>;  'V  ;l 

1 

id 

■.  i 

'  r%  i'!  ,  ‘ «  V  '  :  f 

I 

> 

>'  •'  ‘  J  1  .  ('j 

3j 

• 

' 

1  fKil 

•'  *:  . 

'  :  b  <"•' 

\  rv 

y  •,  r 

•:) ;  i{i' 

;.o<k: 

rr 

'  -t',  ' 

fix  '  .TXV 

i.'.'  .<i 

1)  -".)1 

u  H 

i":  MS  ;>  V:  ? 

•.  0/ 

•Kn  I'/'. 

*,  •  ■  > 

■  :i 

- !.  , 

N 

-  .  I ;  ..  v  ;  '  f 

?  ■ 

>■:  J 

■  ;  .  <i  ■:  \  '> 

TO'1 

•  i' 

s 

■  .  ;  f- 

:  .  v  .  a  ■ 

■I  *l'-; 

|(  <J  r>0  ! 

sila 

' 

'f  \ 

■  fl 

• 

j- 

•  '(  V)i, 

| 

}:'  •,  ;  ■  i 

. 

;  n 

-t  J 

' 

o 

.  * 

■  i 

■■A  v* 

■ '  ■> '  i"'7 

'  1 

*  ■ 

/ft-  a  i' 

..iA. 

fd 

13  i  ■  i">  ■ : 

■.  r 

q<>  $  i 

'  \f  O'. 

1  •  .  i 

•"  .  .  f 

if  V.  .  ■  ' 

.  i  > 

ilk' 

,  fV'  I-Jti- 

■V  ’’  ■. 1  fd  i  t  / J  i 

~ 

*  i  i!  -i  .,j 

i-  .  J  ’  .4  > 

. :  d  // 

, , 4  i  4  , 

vl  • 

,  ; . ; 

" 

•  lit 1 

mb 

i  ■ 

-  4  v. 

.  1'  •• 

'  M  . 

- 

( f. 

1;  in 

nw| 

i1  ;  r?  t; 

f.  tu 

..  j.  i  ..  ::  ' 

:  '  J  ),  y  \ 

"  .i  i.)  '1.0 

y 

b:  ■ 

\  villi: 

•'*3 

.  • ' :  .  : 

.f;  ’  ;:d  A 

bsii 

V  V'.h  :  :'i 

.  ViJ.t 

afi; 

y;j 

>noqrno; 

'  Mill 

■ ' 

■ji  0:  ino 

v  :.v.iq'  su'u 

i r,  "• 

.  •  it  i  i 

:  lot 

V.  r 

1  ’ '  i  ■:  t 

* 

a  f\b 

r>  - 

•ilim 

'  I 

• 

.  V. 

■  r  .. " 

‘  j 

.1  • 

icjrm 

'  i  *.  ' 

■  ■ 

*  ''p 

'  .  i.i  j'  | 

i 

'to 

.  r-  ' 

:  7  •  •  •  • 

•  -  '  •» 

|&’i  • 

mm  :••>{; 

'  i  ,  til's 

.14*  .. 

I.f  b ,  u 

vj 

•  jj 

.  ,  ft 

ffl--  (/ 

;  ^  t  i 

*  . 

im 

. 

.r 

•  V‘  . 

;  q-C>3 

• 

r  3:  V./  4:  f> 

. 

Soi  Oil:  iv 

' 

V  '  ».  ‘  •  • 

i  o\: 

'!  't  V 

'7  5 

.-v  »•  i 

anq 

r  'Vi' J 

o  ,h  'j  r-‘- 

) » i-'W  Y ; 1 

v  *  ' ;  if 

*  i  ■*  ^  :  I  ■ 

It  boneijF,?, 

u:  $'ft 

Bl 

;oqu:> 

th  J:> 

lC!’1 

*.  }  ' 

:»  In 

*  ■  •  '  '■ 

1; 

u  W 

s  ofj'iuq  Ua 

U  YOi  h  a  1,1 

enob' 

•  ofin 

i'jflB  lr 

r,  q  « 

'  J  ■■  •;  ;  ,  fj  ■  j  f  { '  >  i  f !  ’  </  'i -i  !'  i  1  :  <  Vj  <]  <  >  I  *)rfj  If)  ?10i.  .•  •  ,  ll**.  0«‘)fyX':  HJ 


1 1*:  '  ? 


..in  1  i.i  |V£1:> 
■j  , 


::  (1  ’,}!  i(j  ■  i 

?  j !  id 


( ...•  *i.  iqcmrtB 

5  '  :  . 


■,  l  im 


lu  •  »*  leu  i  ,  j(*  ($!0\><y> 


*  [1 


Illiniois 

LeGIS. 


II.  R.  $  14thAssf.m. 

f  1st  Session. 


REVISED  STATUTES. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.  3,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Tiie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  report  from  the 
Public  Printers  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  instructing  the  Public  Printers  to  lay  before  the  House  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  printing  and  binding  the  Revised  Statutes: 

REPORT: 

Sphingfield,  III.,  January  3,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  instructing 
“the  public  printers  to  lay  before  the  House  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
printing  and  binding,  and  of  the  paper  which  will  be  necessary  to  be 
used  for  furnishing  ten  thousand  copies  of  Revised  Statutes — the  printing 
to  be  done  on  new  type,  and  the  binding  in  sheep,  with  gilt  lettering  and 
patent  spring  backs,  and  the  paper  to  be  of  the  best  quality  used  in  law 
books,  and  that  they  state  specifically  and  separately  the  price  for  paper* 
printing,  and  binding:  Also  the  cost  per  copy,  estimating  each  volume  to 
contain  one  thousand  pages:  And  that  they  be  further  instructed  to  make 
this  estimate  conformably  to  the  prices  now  established  by  law  for  prin¬ 
ting;  and  in  conformity,  likewise,  to  the  prices  fixed  and  agreed  upon  in 
their  contract  with  the  State  for  binding:”  We  have  the  honor  respect¬ 
fully  to  report  that  the  prices  for  said  work,  will  be  as  follows: 

For  printing  the  volume  of  Revised  Laws,  estimating  the  same  to  con¬ 
tain  1,000  pages,  at  56^  cents  per  1,000  ems,  and  56£  cents  per  token, 
which  is  the  price  fixed  by  law,  ...  $4,350  00 

For  paper  for  the  same,  made  of  white  linen  rags,  such  as  is 

used  in  the  best  law  works  at  $6  50  per  ream,  700  reams,  4,550  00 
For  binding  the  same,  in  sheep,  with  spring  backs,  in  the  most 
durable  manner,  and  with  gilt  lettering  on  each  volume,  at, 

14  cents  for  each  one  hundred  pages,  contained  in  the  vol¬ 
ume,  which  is  the  price  fixed  in  our  contract  with  the  State,  14,000  00 

$22,900  00 


Making  altogether, 
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The  above  is  the  entire  cost  of  the  work,  under  the  prices  fixed  by  the 
State  for  printing,  and  under  the  contract  made  by  the  State  with  us  for 
binding.  The  price  named  for  the  paper  to  be  used  on  the  work,  was 
ascertained  by  a  correspondence  had  with  Barbee,  Yandes  &  Co.  of  La¬ 
fayette,  Indiana,  who  have  informed  us  that  they  could  furnish  the  best 
paper  used  in  law  works  at  $6  50  per  ream.  The  same  firm  furnished 
the  State  with  the  paper  last  purchased  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
printing  the  laws  of  the  present  session. 

The  costof  each  volume,  complete,  bound  in  sheep,  with  patent  spring 
backs,  and  gilt  lettering,  and  printed  on  new  type,  and  on  the  very  best 
paper  used  in  law  works,  is  only  $2  25,  the  ordinary  cost  of  law  works  of 
this  size,  is  from  $5  to  $8  per  copy.  This  great  difference  in  piice  is 
partly  occasioned  by  the  great  number  proposed  to  be  printed. 

The  price  of  the  proposed  work  ($2  25  per  volume,)  executed  in  the 
manner  which  it  is  proposed  to  execute  this  work,  would  be  considered 
reasonable,  even  in  the  older  States,  where  labor  and  materials  are 
cheaper  than  in  Illinois.  The  cost  of  the  binding  is  much  the  largest 
item  in  the  account;  yet  it  is  $2,550  less  than  was  fixed  in  the  law  of  Jan. 
I  1840.  It  is  contemplated  to  bind  the  volume  in  the  most  durable  form, 
as  well  as  in  the  handsomest  and  most  workmanlike  manner,  the  work 
beino- of  a  permanent  and  important  character;  and  when  the  loss  which 
may  rise  from  the  depreciation  of  Auditor’s  warrants  is  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration,  the  price  is  beneved  to  be  reasonable  and  just. 

At  the  present  value  of  Auditor’s  warrants,  the  whole  sum  estimated 
as  the  cost  of  this  work,  (viz:  $22  550,)  would,  be  equal  to  $20,250,  in 
specie,  The  piesent  value  of  the  warrants  is  ninety  cents  to  the  dollar; 
but  a  few  months  may  find  them  greatly  depreciated.  Should  such  be 
the  fact,  but  very  little  profit  could  be  realized  on  the  whole  work.  All 
the  stock  necessary  to  be  used  on  the  work,  the  materials  used,  and  every 
expense  attending  it,  has  to  be  paid  for  in  gold  or  silver,  or  its  equivalent. 
And  the  loss  which  we  have  already  sustained  by  the  depreciation  of  Au¬ 
ditor’s  warrants,  admonishes  us,  that  the  most  rigid  economy  will  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  enable  us  to  complete  the  work,  in  the  manner  contemplated, 
at  the  pi  ices  named. 

Under  the  law  ol  February  23,  1841,  fixing  the  price  of  printing,  and 
that  of  January  31,  1840,  fixing  the  price  of  binding,  and  estimating 
the  paper  to  be  used  at  the  prices  of  those  periods,  the  cost  of  publishing 
this  work,  viz:  10,000  copies,  1,000  pages  each,  would  have  been  as 
follows: 

For  printing,  -  $5,2  j0  00 

For  paper,  -  7,000  00 

For  binding,  ------  16,500  00 

$28,750  00 


\ 


Which  is  upwards  of  $6,000  more  than  the  work  will  cost  at  present; 
and  which  would  have  been  paid  at  that  time,  had  the  work  been  then 
executed,  in  a  specie  currency.  In  1841,  Messrs.  Rirchall  &  Johnson 
had  a  contract  with  the  State,  under  the  law  of  1840,  by  which  they 
would  have  received  $16,500,  if  the  Statutes  had  been  revised  at  that 
lime. 
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In  November  last,  during  the  week  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  the  Secretary  of  State  entered  into  a  contract  with  us  for 
binding  the  work  of  the  present  session,  and  also  for  binding  the  Revised 
Statutes;  which  contract  is  on  lile  in  his  office.  Under  this  contract,  the 
binding  of  the  present  session  will  be  executed  for  about  $*3,000  less  than 
the  binding  cost  the  State  in  1811;  and  about  $1,300  less  than  the  bin¬ 
ding  of  the  last  session.  This  contract  is  the  lowest  that  has  been  made 
for  binding  by  this  State,  during  the  last  eight  years. 

Since  this  contract  was  made,  we  have  seen  a  statement,  charging  that 
we  had  sub-let  the  binding  to  Mr.  Bradford,  for  the  sum  of  $6,000.  No 
such  sub  letting  has  taken  place,  either  to  Mr.  Bradford,  or  any  other  person. 
On  the  5th  day  of  December  last,  we  employed  Mr.  Bradford,  as  a  practical 
binder,  “to  devctchis  whole  time  and  services  in  working  upon,  superin¬ 
tending,  and  seeing  to  the  execution,  in  a  workmanlike  manner,”  of  such 
binding  as  we  had  contracted  to  do  for  the  State,  in  consideration  of  which 
services,  we  agreed  to  pay  the  said  Bradford  “forty  dollars  per  month  in 
Auditor’s  warrants  at  par,  for  such  time  as  ho  was  actually  employed,  and 
one-fifth  of  the  profits  arising  from  such  binding,”  but  Mr.  Bradford  has 
since  declined  to  comply  with  his  engagement  made  with  us;  upon  the 
ground  that  he  could  not  realize  a  sufficient  sum  from  said  engagement, 
to  justify  him  in  devoting  his  whole  time  and  services  upon  the  work.  It 
is  proper  to  state,  that  Mr.  Bradford’s  non-compliance,  has  met  with  our 
approbation;  and  another  person  has  since  been  employed  by  us,  whose 
practical  services,  united  with  our  own,  will  ensure  the  completion  of  the 
work,  in  the  most  durable  and  workmanlike  manner. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

WALTERS  &  WEBER, 

Public  Printers . 
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Illinois 

Legis. 


14th  Assbm.  > 
1st  Session. 


DEFALCATION  OF  MILTON  H.  WASH. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.  6,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 

the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  in  relation  to  the  defalcation  of  Mil- 

ton  H.  W ash,  in  the  year  1842  : 

COMMUNICATION: 

Auditor’s  Office,  Jan.  6,  1845. 

To  the  Hon .  the  Speaker  of 

the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  and  the  State 
Treasurer  to  inform  the  House  whether  the  defalcation  made  in  their  office 
in  the  year  1842,  by  a  deposite  of  false  warrants,  amounting  to  $3,309  27, 
into  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  made  by  Milton  H.  Wash,  then  in  the 
employ  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  has  ever  been  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  or  any  part  ;  and  if  any,  how  much,  when  and  in  what 
manner  was  the  same  paid, — also,  what  amount  of  money  or  effects  was 
recovered  from  the  said  Milton  H.  Wash,  on  account  of  his  embezzle¬ 
ment,  and  if  any,  how  has  the  same  been  disposed  of  ?  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  : 

That  the  enquiries  contained  in  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  the  a- 
bove  resolution,  can  be  more  appropriately  answered  by  the  Treasurer,  as 
he  is  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  do  myself  the  honor,  most  respectfully,  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  report  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  at  the  Session  of  1842  and  ’43,  to  the  House,  in  relation  to 
this  subject. 

In  this  report  you  will  find  more  satisfactory  information  than  the 
records  and  files  ol  this  office  can  show.  It  will  be  found  at  pages  309, 
310  and  311. 

I  have  learned  from  unofficial  sources  that  some  property  belonging  to 
Wash  was  secured  in  this  city,  but  of  what  kind  or  value  is  not  known  in 
this  office. 

I  have  further  learned  that  a  large  number  of  tax  titles  have  been  se¬ 
cured  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Treasurer,  and  which,  together  with  the 
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other  property  at  his  control,  will  perhaps  be  amply  sufficient  to  re-inrr 
burse  the  Treasury  Tor  the  loss  it  sustained  by  the  embezzlement  of  Wash? 
at  the  then  price  of  Auditor’s  Warrants. 

Great  exertions  have  undoubtedly  been  made  by  the  late  Auditor  and 
present  Treasurer,  to  secure  the  State  from  any  loss,  although  acquitted 
of  any  blame  or  liability  by  the  above  mentioned  report. 

The  Treasurer’s  information  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
resolution  is  more  full  and  complete  than  any  this  office  can  furnish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING, 

Auditor • 
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1st  Session. 


TRACT  ROOKS. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Jan.  6,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts: 

COMMUNICATION: 

Auditor's  Office, 
Springfield ,  Jan .  6,  1S45. 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to  report  the 
number  of  days  John  B.  Weber  has  been  engaged  in  making  a  new  set 
of  tract  books  and  a  record  of  the  town  lots  in  this  State,  as  required  by 
the  “Act  making  appropriations  for  1843  and  ’44,”  approved  March  3, 
1843 — and  how  much  money  has  been  paid  him  as  compensation  for  his 
individual  services  in  doing  said  work — also,  to  inform  this  House  if  any 
warrants  have  been  drawn  in  favor  of  any  other  person  on  account  of  said 
work.  If  so,  for  what  amount? — in  whose  favor,  and  by  what  authority 
was  the  same  drawn,  l  have  the  honor  to  report. 

That  the  said  Weber  had  been  employed,  up  to  the  date  of  my  gener¬ 
al  report,  five  hundred  and  eleven  dajs,  at  a  compensation  of  two  dollars 
per  day  as  contemplated  by  the  act  referred  to  in  the  j  ©solution  of  the 
House.; — that  Jacob  Shutt,  up  to  that  period,  had  been  employed  at  a 
like  compensation  five  hundred  and  seven  and  a  half  days;  and  Joseph  C. 
Duncan  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  days,  at  the  same  compensation. 

Mr.  Shutt  was  appointed  an  assistant,  or  rather  his  appointment  was 
sanctioned  by  me,  after  mature  deliberation  and  consultation  with  the  Gov¬ 
ernor.  The  duty  by  law  imposed  on  J.  B.  Weber  was  one  of  a  very  peculiar 
and  delicate  character.  The  fact  is,  that  John  B.  Weber  nor  anv  other 
person,  such  is  the  nature  of  that  duty,  could  alone  perform  it.  He  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  act  referred  to  in  the  resolution  of  the  House,  “to  make  out 
a  new  set  of  tract  books,  to  contain  an  entry  of  all  the  appropriated  lands 
in  the  Stale,  leaving  space  few  lands  hereafter  to  be  entered,  and  also  a 
record  of  all  the  town  lots  in  the  State  with  a  description  of  the  same,  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  books  now  in  the  Auditor’s  office,  and  which  are 
already  filled  with  entries;  and  the  said  John  B.  Weber  shall  make  the 
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said  tract  books  and  perform  the  service  aforesaid,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Auditor,  and  shall  he  allowed  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  day,  for 
each  day  necessarily  employed  in  said  service,  &c.’r 

The  law,  as  it  stands,  bestowed  a  gratuity  on  the  said  Weber,  which 
he  was  unwilling  to  receive  without  equivalent  service.  Without  the 
aid  of  another  it  was  money  measurably  wasted.  The  services  to  be  per¬ 
formed  could  not  be  done  efficiently  by  a  single  person.  It  was  entirely 
and  utterly  impossible.  All  business  men  know  (and  your  Hon.  House 
as  well  as  any)  that  the  great  object  to  be  attained  in  opening  a  set  of  rev¬ 
enue  books  should  be  accuracy,  unquestionable  accuracy — perfect  and  cor¬ 
rect  descriptions  of  all  tracts  of  lands  required  to  be  recorded.  This  in¬ 
dispensable  accuracy  and  perfect  description  could  not  be  arrived  at  by 
one  single  person.  The  only  practicable  mode  of  securing  these  indis¬ 
pensable  requisites  is  by  comparison.  All  men  of  business  know  that 
comparison  cannot  be  made  effectually  by  one  person.  Accuracy  can¬ 
not  be  obtained  without  the  help  of  another  correct  and  steady  eye.  The 
all-absorbing  anxiety  both  with  the  Legislature  and  the  public  seems  to 
be,  to  ascertain  the  most  feasible  and  the  least  burthensome  mode  of  im¬ 
posing  taxation,  of  equalizing  it,  of  reaching  all  taxable  property,  and 
securing  the  faithful,  prompt  and  certain  collection  of  the  revenue. 
These  important  objects  cannot  be  achieved,  in  the  present  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  books  of  this  office,  at  all.  Upwards  of  fifteen  hundred 
errors  have  already  been  discovered  in  the  progress  of  the  work.  A  note 
of  all  these  must  be  and  has  been  taken  on  paper  for  eventual  correction. 
Wili  honorable  members  be  pleased  to  make  a  calculation  of  the  loss  in 
revenue  to  the  State,  that  is  involved  by  this  diminution  of  the  amount 
of  taxable  property,  which  is  mainly  owned  by  non-resident  speculators? 
Placing  each  tract,  erroneously  recorded  at  120  acres  each,  the  medium 
between  160  and  80,  you  have  an  aggregate  of  180,000  acres  of  land 
falsely  recorded  on  the  old  books;  which,  at  the  minimum  valuation  of 
$3  per  acre,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  §540,000.  Is  it  not  manifest  that 
these  errors,  could  not  all  have  been  discovered  by  a  single  person,  whose 
duty  it  is  made  to  transcribe  and  compare  all  entries  recorded  on  one 
book  with  the  same  entries  recorded  in  another? 

Any  three  gentlemen,  of  any  party,  or  no  party,  being  men  of  busi¬ 
ness  may  investigate  this  matter,  and  they  will  assure  your  honorable 
body  that  John  B.  Weber  and  Jacob  Shuft  have  performed  more  work, 
by  four-fold,  and  with  ten-fold  greater  accuracy,  than  John  B.  Weber  or 
any  other  equally  steady  and  competent  clerk  could  have  performed  it 
in  the  same  length  of  time.  The  books  now  being  made  out,  will  run 
out  in  i860,  only  fiftcenyears  hence.  Under  the  plan  fixed  by  the  law, 
above  referred  to,  and  quoted  from,  no  one  clerk,  however  extraordinary 
his  qualifications  and  industry,  could  possibly  perform  the  work  required 
in  half  the  time  that  will  elapse,  before  the  books  become  useless.  Then, 
is  it  not  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  new  books  should  be  brought  into 
the  office  for  use  as  soon  as  possible?  By  the  appointment  of  Shutt,  a 
saving,  upon  any  reasonable  computation  of  the  full  amount  paid  out. 
has  been  made  to  the  Treasury;  having  reference  only  to  the  greater 
dispatch  of  business,  occasioned  by  the  employment  of  two  instead  of 
one,  saying  nothing  of  the  saving  to  the  Treasury  by  the  detection  of  er¬ 
rors.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  after  consulting  the  Governor,  and 
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witnessing  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  immediate  renovation  of  the  books 
of  this  office,  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving  my  sanction  to  the  appointment 
of  Jacob  Shutt  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Weber,  with  the  intention  of  throw¬ 
ing  myself  upon  the  just  generosity  and  good  sense  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  for  justification.  And  in  order  to  satisfy  the  honorable  House 
that  I  acted  solely  with  a  view  to  the  public  good,  and  could  not  possibly 
have  any  personal  object  to  gratify,  neither  the  Governor  nor  myself  knew 
any  thing  of  Mr.  Shutt,  except  his  qualifications,  and  that  he  was  a  man 
of  irreproachable  moral  standing  and  scrupulously  steady  habits.  De¬ 
riving  no  earthly  benefit  myself  from  the  appointment,  but  feeling  per¬ 
haps  a  too  great  solicitude  for  putting  the  office  of  Auditor  in  perfect  or¬ 
der,  so  that  the  entire  real  estate  taxable  resources  of  the  State  could  be 
commanded,  I  gave  my  consent  to  Mr.  Shutt’s  appointment,  entertaining 
the  conviction  that  the  General  Assembly  would  take  the  same  view  of 
the  subject  that  I  did. 

No  matter  whom  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the  honorable,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Assembly,  to  make  Auditor,  he  certainly  should  be  empowered  to  com¬ 
plete  the  books  (now  and  for  the  last  several  years  so  much  needed)  with¬ 
in  the  current  year.  With  all  the  force  at  present  employed  in  my  office, 
consuming  more  at  a  moderate  .compensation,  than  I  receive  from  the 
State,  many  calls  for  information  and  much  business  of  honorable  mem¬ 
bers  and  others  cannot  be  attended  to  with  that  promptness  that  could  be 
desired.  It  is  therefore  apparent  that  other  force  should  be  authorized 
and  more  of  it;  otherwise  the  books  procured  at  so  much  cost  will  be¬ 
come  comparatively  useless,  saying  nothing  of  the  immense  losses  that  the 
revenue  must  necessarily  sutler,  from  the  imperfect  condition  of  the  books 
and  papers  of  this  office — the  source  from  which  you  derive  all  informa¬ 
tion  relative  to  your  revenue  resources  and  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
State. 

The  books  were  obtained  at  great  cost,  and  if  a  few  years  are  permit¬ 
ted  to  elapse  without  making  them  available,  they  will  of  course  be  a  dead 
loss  to  the  State.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  by  honorable  members  that 
the  want  of  an  accurate  and  perfect  record  of  all  taxable  lands,  redound 
principally  to  the  advantage  of  the  speculator  in  wild  lands  and  paper 
towns;  because  the  poor  man  who  lives  on  and  cultivates  his  forty  or 
eighty  acre  tract  of  land  can  be  seen  and  found  by  the  assessor  at  all 
times,  and  is  not  permitted  to  escape;  but  the  non-resident  speculator  can 
be  neither  seen  nor  found,  nor  can  his  lands  in  many  cases  be  identified. 
Thus,  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  the  most  worthy  object  of  taxation  es¬ 
capes,  and  pays  nothing  to  the  support  of  the  government  sustained  by 
the  resident  cultivator  of  the  soil,  and  other  good  citizens  of  the  State. 

The  foregoing  are  the  considerations,  expressed  in  a  crude  manner,  which 
influenced  me,  in  advising  the  appointment  of  Jacob  Shutt  to  aid  Mr. 
Weber  in  the  work  of  opening  the  revenue  books;  and  as  no  man  can 
live,  without  receiving  the  reward  of  his  labor  (and  especially  one  in  the 
circumstances  of  Mr.  Shutt)  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  paying  him 
through  Mr.  Weber,  relying  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case,  as  fur¬ 
nishing  a  satisfactory  argument  to  your  honorable  body,  for  the  propriety 
of  my  course.  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Duncan  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  (as 
I,  at  present  think)  with  the  same  object  in  view,  that  influenced  me. 
For  he  always  expressed  as  much  concern  for  the  speedy  completion  of 


4 


(282) 

the  opening  of  th3  books  as  I  fell'.  If  this  explanation  should  not  prove 
satisfactory,  I  shall  deeply  regret  it,  for  no  official  act  of  my  public  life 
was  ever  more  free  from  any  selfish  consideration  or  motive,  influenced, 
as  I  know  myself  to  have  been,  solely  and  exclusively  by  a  desire  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  interests  of  the  State;  and  which  interests,  I  feel  confident, 
have  been  so  essentially  subserved  by  the  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor. 

P.  S,  The  great  press  of  business  in  my  office,  has  prevented  an  ear«» 
Her  answer  to  your  resolution. 

AUDITOR. 
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ILLINOIS  MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.  7,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Secretarv  of  State  in  relation  to  the  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

y 

Company: 

COMMUNICATION  : 

State  Department, 
Springfield ,  January  6,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  Home  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  I  have  been  requested  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly,  the 
within  copies  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  for  the  years  184.3  and  1844. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, ^ 

Secretary  of  State . 


REPORT  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE 

COMPANY. 

Office,  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,) 

Alton,  April  11  lh9  1843.  $ 

Abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Directors  to  the  Members,  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  held  at  the 
Office  of  the  Company,  in  Alton,  on  Thursday,  April  (3,  1843. 


(284) 


2 


REPORT: 


Policies  have  been  issued  during  the  year  to  the  number  of  222. 

Insuring  on  property  to  the  amount  of  -  ;  -  $314,606  50 


25,376  84 
1,268  88 
6(5,815  81 


5,185  49 


238  58 

222  00 


The  Premium  Notes  taken  during  the  year  amount  to 
The  amount  of  5  per  centage  receivable  on  Notes, 

Th  e  whole  amount  discharged  during  the  year,  is 
And  of  the  Premium  Notes,  the  sum  discharged  is 
The  amount  of  5  per  cent,  and  fees  on  Policies  not  taken, 
and  on  transfers  of  Policies,  from  April  1,  1842,  to 
April  1,  1813,  - 

Amount  received  for  policies,  - 

The  whole  number  of  Policies  issued  since  July  5,  1839,  is  1,099. 

Insuring  on  property  to  the  amount  of  -  -  $1,941,266  60 

Of  which  has  been  discharged  the  sum  of  -  422,791  98 

Leaving  at  the  risk  of  the  Company,  April  1,  1843,  1,518,474  62 

The  whole  amount  of  Premium  Notes  since  July  5,  1839,  150,134  77 

Of  which  has  been  discharged  the  sum  of 
Leaving  in  force,  April  1,  1843,  as  a. fund  liable  to  be 
assessed  for  losses,  - 


32,451  99 
117,682  78 


Means  of  the  Company . 

Balance  reported  April  l,  1842,  over  and  above 
expenses  to  that  date, 

Five  per  centage  receivable  on  Premium  Notes, 
Fees  lor  Policies  issued, 

Assessment  No.  2,  ordered  October  4,  1842, 


$528  50 
1,268  88 
222  00 
2,379  67 


$4,399  05 


Liabilities  incurred  by  the  Company . 


1. — Losses  by  Fire. 

1842. 

January  15 — John  L.  Roberts,  Alton,  -  -  $29  37 

February  1 — Leonard  Pierce,  Canton,  -  35  25 

March  2 — Samuel  R.  Simms,  Winchester,  -  26  00 

October  4 — Henry  Carrigan,  Springfield,  -  175  00 

1843. 

January  22 — Arba  Nelson,  Alton,  -  -  3,800  00 

“  “  A.  S.  Barry  &  Co.,  Alton,  -  674  37 

February  5 — Silas  St.  John  Mix,  Byron,  -  7  00 

it  7— P.  C.  Walker,  Jersey  county,  -  7  00 

“  15— John  B.  Hundley,  Alton,  -  -  8  97 

Estimated  interest  on  said  losses,  -  150  00 


Total  losses  and  interest,  -  $4,912  96 
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2. — Expenses. 


Losses  by  fire  and  interest,  brought  forward 
Abatement  of  Assessment  No.  1,  -  -  -  $24  84 

13o.  do.  No.  2,  -  -  -  80  75 

Do.  5  per  cent,  and  fees  on  Policies  dis¬ 
charged,  transferred  and  not  taken,  -  23S  58 

Discount,  interest  and  exchange,  -  214  18 

Books,  Stationary,  Printing  and  Advertising,  -  186  48 

Agents  for  Application,  -  -  -  87  50 

Postage  on  Letters  and  Packages,  -  -  131  01 

Commission  to  Agents — collecting  Assessments,  -  115  55 

Investigation  of  losses,  -  -  -  94  18 

Attorneys  for  the  office,  -  -  -  -  15  00 

Office  Rent,  -  -  -  -  -  75  00 

Fuel  and  Lights,  -  -  -  -  .  15  12 

Tin  Plates  for  buildings,  -  -  -  9  70 

Directors,  -  148  00 

President,  ------  401)  00 

Treasurer,  -  -  -  -  -  137  00 

Secretary — salary  and  fees,  -  -  -  922  00 

Clerk,  ------  500  00 


Total  of  losses  and  expenses,  - 

Means,  ------ 

Total  amount  of  losses  and  expenses  over  the  means, 


,912  96 


Means  in  the  hands  of  agents,  April  1,  1842, 
Do.  having  accrued  since  do.  do. 


3,394  89 

$S.307  85 
4,399  05 


$1,254  94 
3,870  55 


$3,008  80 


$5,125  19 


Liabilities  outstanding  April  1,  1842, 

Do.  incurred  since  do.  do.  - 

Total  means,  as  above,  - 

Leaving  a  balance  of  liabilities,  over  all  means, 


$126  44 
8,307  85 


$9,031  29 
5,125  49 

$3,908  80 


Of  the  above  means,  there  has  been  received  at  the  office, 
Leaving  in  the  hands  of  Agents,  and  due  at  the  office, 
There  has  been  paid  on  the  above  liabilities, 

Leaving  outstanding  liabilities,  April  1, 1843, 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer,  - 


$3,286  59 
1,838  90 
3,270  78 
5,763  51 

15  81 


“We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a  Committee  for  Audi¬ 
ting  the  Accounts  of  the  Illinois  Mutual  Eire  Insurance  Company,  here¬ 
by  certify  that  we  have  examined  and  audited  the  accounts  between  the 
Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  the  several  Agents  of  said  Company,  and  find 
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the  foiegoing  statement  to  exhibit  the  true  and  correct  condition  of  the 
financial  concerns  of  said  Company,  and  of  its  business  proceedings. 
Given  under  our  hands  this  6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1813. 

(Signed)  B.  F.  EDWARDS, 

SAM’L  G.  BAILEY,  5  A-uaUo,S4 
By  order  of  the  Meeting:  Moses  G.  Atwood,  Secretary, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  MUTUAL  FIRE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

Office,  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,) 

Alton,  April  2,  1844.  $ 

Abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Directors  to  the  Members,  at  the  Am 
rsual  Meeting  of  the  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  held  at 
the  Office  of  the  Company  in  Alton,  on  Thursday,  April  25,  1844. 

REPORT: 

Policies  have  been  issued  during  the  year  to  the  number  of  202. 

Insuring  on  property  to  the  amount  of  -  $268,072  00 


On  which  the  Premium  Notes  taken  amount  to 
The  5  per  centage  on  which  is 

The  amount  of  5  per  rentage  and  fees  on  Policies  not  taken, 
and  on  transfers  of  Policies,  from  April  1,  1813,  to  April 

I,  1844,  is . 

Amount  received  for  Policies,  - 


21,82  5  69 
1,000  86 


208  36 
200  00 


The  whole  number  of  Policies  issued  since  July  5,  1839,  is  1,301. 
Covering  property  to  the  amount  of  $2,260,238  70 

From  which  has  been  discharged  thesumof  -  687,717  14 

Leaving  at  risk,  April  1,  1844,  -  -  -  1,572,521  56 

The  whole  amount  of  Premium  Notes,  is  -  171,958  46 

From  which  the  amount  discharged  is,  -  -  53,261  76 

Leaving  in  force,  April  1,  1814,  as  a  fund  liable  to  be  assess¬ 
ed  for  losses,  - 


Assessment  No.  3,  to  pay  losses  and  expenses,  was  ordered 
by  the  Directors,  April  6,  1843,  to  raise  the  sum  of 

There  has  been  abated,  during  the  year,  on  assessment  No.  2, 
Do.  do.  do.  do.  No.  3, 


118,696  70 

$6,737  76 

$29  59 
37  80 


Receipts. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  April  1,  1843, 

Received  on  account  of  5  per  centage,  and  fees; 

and  on  assessments  No.  1  and  2,  - 

On  account  of  assessment  No.  3, 

Total  receipts,  - 


5  81 


1,300  13 

4,548  54 


$5,864  48 
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Liabilities. — Reported  last  year  unpaid,  viz: 

Losses  by  fire, 

Current  expenses,  - 


$4F46  34 
1,132  98 


1843. 


Liabilities  of  the  year  ending  April  1,  1844. 
1.  Losses  by  Foie. 


April  29 — G.  W.  Long,  Madison  county, 

- 

$6  00 

May  12 — A.  Redman,  Columbus, 

- 

7  00 

August  1 — William  Baker,  Freeport, 

- 

14  00 

October  3 — S.  W.  Robbins,  Alton, 

- 

3  15 

November  7 — S.  F.  Leonard,  Alton, 

1844. 

- 

15  00 

February  6—0.  M.  Adams,  Alton, 

- 

24  25 

2= — Expenses. 

t 

Discount,  interest  and  exchange, 

- 

$42  04 

Books,  stationary,  printing  and  advertising, 

- 

245  59 

Agents,  for  Applications, 

- 

8.)  5!) 

Postage  on  Letters  arid  packages, 

- 

81  26 

Commission  to  Agents  for  coilectingassessments,  and 

extra  services,  - 

- 

187  02 

Investigation  of  losses  and  agencies, 

- 

3  00 

Costs  of  suits,  - 

- 

288  31 

Office  rent,  - 

- 

75  00 

Fuel  and  lights,  - 

12  80 

Tin  plates  for  buildings, 

2  00 

Directors,  - 

«* 

113  00 

President,  - 

- 

41)0  00 

Treasurer,  - 

- 

271  56 

Secretary — salary  and  fees, 

- 

902  00 

Clerk,  -  -  - 

- 

500  00 

$5,779  32 


69  40 


Total,  - 

Of  the  above  liabilities,  there  has  been  paid  during  the  year, 

# 

Leaving  a  balance  of  liabilities,  April  1,  1844, 


3,209  08 

■$9,U57~80 

5,864  48 

$3,193  32 


To  meet  which  liabilities,  with  expenses  of  collection,  &c.,  an 

assessment  has  been  this  day  ordered,  to  raise  the  sum  of  $4,500  00 

UW e,  the  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a  committee  for  Auditing 
the  Accounts  of  the  Illinois  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  hereby 
certify  that  we  have  examined  and  audited  the  accounts  between  the 
Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  the  several  Agents  of  said  Company,  and  find 
the  foregoing  Report  to  exhibit  the  true  and  correct  condition  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  concerns  of  said  Company,  and  of  its  business  proceedings. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  25th  day  of  April,  1844. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  G.  BAILEY,)  a  „ 

gp  EDWARDS  \  A udllinS  Committees' 

By  order  of  the  Meeting:  M.  G.  ATWOOD,  Secretary . 
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MILTON  H.  WASH. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Jan.  10,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Treasurer,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  relative  to  the  defalcation  of 
Milton  H.  Wash. 


COMMUNICATION: 

Treasurer’s  Office,  Illinois, 
Springfield,  Jan .  10,  1845. 

To  the  Hon,  the  Speaker  of 

the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  On  the  6th  instant,  I  received  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  State  Treasurer 
inform  this  House,  whether  the  defalcation  that  was  made  in  their  office 
in  the  year  1842,  by  a  deposite  of  false  warrants,  amounting  to  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents,  into  the 
State  Bank  of  Illinois,  made  by  Milton  H.  Wash,  then  in  the  employ  of 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  has  ever  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or 
any  part  thereof,  and  if  so,  how  much?  When,  and  in  what  manner 
was  the  same  paid;  also  what  amount  of  money  or  effects  was  recovered 
from  the  said  Milton  H.  Wash  on  account  of  his  embezzlement,  and  if 
any,  how  has  the  same  been  disposed  of.” 

In  compliance  with  the  above  resolution  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
the  House,  that  neither  the  amount  of  the  defalcation,  nor  any  part  there¬ 
of  has  ever  been  paid  into  the  Treasury.  By  reference  to  a  report  of 
the  Finance  committee  of  the  two  Houses  at  the  last  session,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  the  amount  of  the  defalcation  stated  in  the  above  resolu¬ 
tion,  was  reported  to  the  Legislature  as  composed  of  fraudulent  warrants, 
made  by  said  Milton  H.  Wash,  and  passed  upon  the  Bank,  at  that  time 
the  fiscal  agent  of  the  State. 

In  the  subsequent  settlement  between  the  State  and  the  Bank,  if  the 
State  paid  the  Bank  for  that  part  of  the  Bank  account,  then  of  course  the 
Bank  paid  the  State  the  sum  of  $3,309  27  less  than  she  would  have 
paid,  had  not  the  forged  warrants  been  passed  on  her  by  said  Milton  H. 
Wash.  By  taking  into  consideration  the  basis  on  which  the  settlement 
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was  made  with  the  bank,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  bank  paid  to  the 
State  the  balance  in  her  favor  including  her  stock  in  State  securities.  In 
this  view  of  the  case,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  defalcation  or  forgery  was 
a  loss  to  the  State  of  her  own  securities  at  par,  for  had  it  not  have  been 
for  the  forged  warrants,  then  the  Bank  would  have  had  to  pay  to  the 
State  in  State  securities,  more  than  she  did  pay,  by  the  above  sum,  viz: 
$3,309  27.  As  such,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  State  receive  from  the 
effects  of  Wash  the  above  sum  in  the  same  kind  of  pay  that  she  would 
have  received  from  the  Bank,  she  will  be  placed  on  precisely  the  same 
footing  that  she  would  have  occupied,  if  the  forgery  had  not  been  committed. 
If  the  Legislature  shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  settlement  on  the  above  basis 
would  be  just,  we  have  secured  sufficient  effects,  when  the  same  can  be 
made  available,  to  place  the  State  upon  the  same  grounds  in  reference  to 
the  forgery  as  though  it  had  not  been  committed. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  inquiring  what  amount  of  money 
or  effects  were  received  from  the  said  Milton  H.  Wash,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  Jas.  Shields,  Esq.,  then  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  sus¬ 
pecting  fraud  on  the  part  of  Wash,  received  of  him  in  State  Bank  paper 
and  in  a  check  upon  the  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  at  Jacksonville,  and  in 
Auditors  warrants,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars,  be¬ 
sides  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  which  amount  was 
a  balance  due  said  Wash  for  his  salary  as  clerk  in  the  Auditor’s  office — 
making  the  whole  amount  received  by  Mr.  Shields,  and  now  in  his  hands, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  ($597.)  He  also  re¬ 
ceived  of  said  Wash  in  tax-title  certificates  of  land  bought  by  him  in  the 
counties  of  Sangamon,  Macoupin,  Fayette  and  Christian  to  the  sum  of 
$427. 

I  received  from  sale  of  property  of  said  Wash,  under  attachment  exe¬ 
cution,  in  State  Bank  paper  the  sum  of  $197,  exclusive  of  costs.  Also, 
in  a  chancery  suit  decided  in  my  favor  in  the  Sangamon  circuit  court,  a 
decree  for  140  acres  of  land  (tax-title)  located  in  said  county. 

When  the  late  Auditor  retired  from  office  he  handed  over  to  me  the 
above  mentioned  tax  certificates,  and,  by  strict  attention  to  the  same,  I 
have  received,  over  and  above  the  amount  I  have  had  to  pay  out  for 
taxes  on  said  lands  and  costs  in  said  suits,  the  sum  of  $189  78.  There 
is  also  due  from  the  county  clerks  of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Chris¬ 
tian,  for  redemption  money,  not  yet  received  bv  me,  the  sum  of  about 
$75. 

There  is  included  in  the  certificates  above  referred  to,  a  considerable 
amount  of  lands,  for  the  redemption  of  which,  the  time  has  expired,  and 
for  which  titles  are  now  due. 

By  a  review  of  the  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  in  the  hands 
of  the  late  Auditor,  collected  from  said  Wash,  is  -  $597  00 

In  my  hands,  besides  the  lands  above  referred  to,  and  the 
amount  in  the  hands  of  the  clerks  of  Fayette  and  Chris¬ 
tian  counties,  ------  386  7§ 


Making,  in  the  kind  of  funds  above  referred  to  and  now  at 

the  disposal  of  the  Legislature,  the  sum  of  -  -  $983  78 
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I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  reason  why  the  amount  above 
referred  to,  as  being  in  my  hands,  has  not  been  paid  over,  is  because 
the  matter  has  been  in  an  unsettled  state,  and  the  sums  in  train  of  collec- 
tion — the  sum  having  been  received  in  small  amounts  at  various  times. 

It  will  perhaps  be  necessary  to  have  some  certain  legislative  action,  in 
reference  to  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  lands,  for  which  titles  are 
now  due;  and  I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee,  with  a  view  to  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
whole  matter. 

Respectfully,  Yours  &c., 

M.  CARPENTER, 
Treasurer  of  State . 


Illinois 

Legis. 


H.  R. 

4  - 


SI 4th  Ass lm. 

1st  Session. 


INDICTMENT  AGAINST  RICHARD  EELS. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Jan.  11,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

\  1 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor: 


COMMUNICATION: 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Springfield,  J anuary  II,  1845.  ) 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  been  duly  notified  that  a  writ  of  error,  has  been  sued  out  from 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  to  remove  a  case  in  which,  one  Richard  Eels,  was  indicted,  convic¬ 
ted  and  fined  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  for  aiding  a  negro  slave 
belonging  to  a  person  in  Missouri  to  escape  from  his  master. 

The  case  will  probably  come  on  to  be  heard  this  winter.  The  question 
at  issue  will  be  the  constitutionality  of  our  State  laws,  punishing  our  citi¬ 
zens  for  harboring  or  secreting  runaway  negro  slaves  or  aiding  them  to 
escape. 

This  question  is  important  to  the  peaceable  and  friendly  relations, 
which  ought  to  exist  on  the  borders  of  this  State,  with  the  citizens  of  ad¬ 
joining  States  where  slavery  is  tolerated.  And  it  is  important  also  inas¬ 
much  as  by  it  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  State,  to  adopt  a  system  of 
police  regulations  to  preserve  a  good  understanding  with  neighboring 
States  is  directly  attacked. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  Legislature  whether  provision  ought  not  to 
be  made  for  defending  this  suit  on  the  part  of  this  State. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


i 
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COLLECTORS  OF  REVENUE. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Jan.  16,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  communication  from 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts: 


COMMUNICATION: 


Auditor’s  Office, 
January  16,  1845. 


To  the  Hon,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  To  carry  into  effect  the  requirements  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  by  commencing  suits  upon  all 
accounts  due  from  collectors,  will  occasion  much  expense  to  the  State 
and  the  several  counties,  in  which  there  may  be  indebted  collectors,  with- 
out  any  benefit  resulting  either  to  the  one  or  the  other.  I  will  explain. 

First .  Many  accounts  are  unsettled,  in  which  cases  small  balances 
are  due,  or  rather  appear  to  be  due  on  the  face  of  the  books;  when,  if 
the  collectors  had  their  proper  and  just  credits,  their  accounts  would  be 
balanced  and  finally  settled. 

Second.  These  just  credits  arise  from  delinquencies  and  errors  in  as¬ 
sessments.  In  order  to  avail  themselves  of  these  credits,  the  collectors 
are  required  to  obtain  an  order  of  the  county  commissioners’  court  mak¬ 
ing  the  allowances,  which  I  require  to  be  certified  to  this  office  under 
the  seal  of  the  court.  No  collector  makes  final  settlement  without  such 
certificate.  More  or  less  is  allowed  by  every  county. 

In  all  such  cases,  if  we  proceed  to  bring  suit  and  force  collections  on 
these  unsettled  accounts,  the  effect  would  be  this.  Collectors  would 
proceed  immediately  and  cause  called  courts  to  be  ordered,  at  consid¬ 
erable  expense  to  the  county  (for  no  collector  is  without  this  influence,) 
and  procure  the  necessary  certificates  of  delinquencies,  and  when  the 
trial  is  had  will  show  that  they  owe  nothing.  Hence  the  State  will  be 
taxed  with  the  costs,  and  in  no  case  of  this  kind  are  the  costs  less  than 
the  amount  in  controversy;  unless  it  be  in  the  first  class  of  our  counties, 
where  the  delinquencies  amount  to  larger  sums  than  in  the  smaller  ones. 
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In  this  class  of  cases,  I  would  remark  that  few  accounts  are  due,  in  the 
trial  of  which  some  circumstance  will  not  occur  to  give  the  defendant 
party  the  advantage,  and  bring  about  a  result  favorable  to  him.  By  de¬ 
ferring  the  contemplated  suits  (except  in  certain  well-ascertained  cases) 
until  the  first  of  April;  in  the  meanwhile  county  commissioners’  courts 
will  have  been  held  in  each  county,  and  collectors  will  be  able  to  procure 
orders  and  certificates  for  credits.  After  which,  if  they  failed  to  settle, 
then  would  be  the  proper  time  to  sue: — all  which  should  be  faithfully 
attended  to,  at  the  time  that  may  be  prescribed  by  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor. 
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IN  RELATION  TO  T.  W.  DORR. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.  18,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Boyakin,  from  the  Select  Committee,  reported  the  following  pre¬ 
amble  and  resolutions: 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  : 

Whereas,  the  Province  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  United  Colonies  of 
North  America,  since  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three,  was  by  the  royal  will  of  King 
Charles  the  second,  by  his  letters  patent,  made  and  constituted  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  endowed  with  certain  chartered  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges;  among  which  is  in  a  much  restricted  form  the  elective  franchise, 
so  as  that  none  could  be  entitled  to  enjoy  the  immunities  of  freemen,  save 
such  as  were  admitted  by  the  said  corporation;  and  whereas,  the  said 
charter  was  unfortunately  continued  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  after  the  American  sons  of  independence  had  driven  from 
our  shores  the  more  open  and  apparent  vestiges  of  despotism;  and 
whereas,  the  oppressed  and  iniquitously  disfranchised  people  of  the  said 
State  of  Rhode  Island  have,  in  multiplied  ways  and  in  divers  manners  in  the 
years  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  thirty- 
four,  forty,  and  forty-one,  in  vain  made  the  most  urgent  appeals  to  the 
thus  chartered  and  constituted  authorities  of  the  said  State  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  for  an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  in  favor  of  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  free  constitution;  and  whereas,  the  said  people,  for  the  redress 
of  this  intolerable  grievance  did  assemble  in  convention  in  the  month  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  then  and  at  an  adjourned  session  of  the  same  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  then  next  following,  ordain  and  establish  a  new  constitution,  and 
publish  the  same  to  the  people;  and  whereas,  the  said  people  immediately 
thereafter,  by  a  popular  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  same,  did  ratify  and 
adopt  said  Constitution,  which  said  Constitution  was  registered  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  said  chartered  State;  and  whereas,  also  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  said  State  did,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  next  thereafter, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  said  Constitution,  so  made  as 
aforesaid,  elect  all  their  officers  thereunder,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
THOMAS  WILSON  DORR,  as  Governor, 
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And  whereas,  on  the  fifth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  after  many  unsuccessful  at¬ 
tempts,  the  chartered  authorities  of  said  State,  by  a  minority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  thereof,  under  circumstances  calculated  to  destroy  the  freedom 
of  elections,  did  ordain  and  establish  another  and  different  constitution; 
and  whereas  the  said  minority  of  the  said  people  under  pretence  of  a  law 
declaring  that  all  persons  who,  under  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  of 
the  said  Constitution  of  the  said  majority  of  the  said  people,  should  as¬ 
sume  to  exercise  any  of  its  Executive,  Legislative  or  Judicial  offices 
should  be  imprisoned  for  life  as  being  guilty  of  treason;  and  whereas,  for 
attempting  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  office  of  Governor  of  said 
State  under  and  by  virtue  of  his  said  election  by  the  said  majority  of  the 
said  people,  the  said  THOMAS  WILSON  DORR,  has,  on  a  charge  of 
treason,  been  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  natural  life.  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois ,  for  and  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  said  State,  That  all  Governments  should  be  in¬ 
stituted  for  the  advancement  of  the  liberties  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  from  whose  consent  it  must  derive  all  its  just  powers  and  that 
when  in  this  important  particular  it  shall  have  failed  to  answer  the  ends 
of  its  creation  it  is  their  inherent  right  to  will  its  dissolution. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  religious  concern  all  acts  which  tend,  in 
the  least,  to  accustom  the  mind  of  man  to  the  perpetual  imprisonment  of 
freemen;  believing  that  such  acts  have  a  dangerous,  and  vitiating  influ¬ 
ence  upon  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  all  the  vital  institutions  of  a  Re¬ 
publican  country. 

Resolved ,  That  the  policy  of  all  independent  Governments  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  her  laws,,  should  be  to  give  universal  satisfaction  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  the  only  true  source  of  sovereignty. 

Resolved ,  That  we  regard  the  perpetual  imprisonment  of  THOMAS 
WILSON  DORR  as  a  master  stroke  in  politics;  calculated  in  its  very  na¬ 
ture  to  encroach  upon  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,  and  to  sub¬ 
vert  all  that  is  pure,  all  that  is  holy,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  a  free  peo¬ 
ple. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Executive  authorities  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
be  earnestly  requested,  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  free  people  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  a  true  and  sisterly  spirit  of  forbearance,  disclaiming  all 
dictation,  to  speedily  take  such  steps  and  adopt  such  measures  in  relation 
to  her  late  intestine  disturbances,  and  especially  to  the  imprisonment  of 
THOMAS  WILSON  DORR  as  that  he  may  be  speedily  released  from 
his  present  ignominious  imprisonment. 

Resolved ,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  State,  be  requested 
to  transmit,  at  an  early  day,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Preamble  and  Resolutions;  and 
also  a  copy  to  the  Governor  of  each  of  the  States  in  the  Union,  with  a 
request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  their  re¬ 
spective  States. 
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CONTRACT  FOR  BINDING. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  Jan.  23,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  report  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  in  relation  to  the  contract  for  the  binding  of  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Assembly: 

REPORT: 

Department  of  State, 

Springfield ,  December  9,  1844. 

To  the  Honorable ,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  5th  instant  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  report  to  the  House 
as  soon  as  practicable  whether  he  has  yet  contracted  for  the  binding  of 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  consisting  of  reports,  laws 
and  journals,  and  also  of  the  laws,  in  pursuance  of  “An  act  of  the  last 
General  Assembly.  If  so,  with  whom  and  when  the  contract  was  made, 
and  that  he  submit  a  copy  of  the  contract.  That  he  report  whether 
the  contract  was  let  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  That  he  also  report 
whether  he  has  refused  to  receive  proposals  for  said  binding  from  any 
person,  and  if  so,  why?” 

In  reply  I  have  to  state,  that  on  the  26th  ult.  I  entered  into  a  contract 
with  William  Walters  and  George  R.  Weber  for  the  binding  of  the  laws, 
reports,  journals  and  the  revised  laws,  in  case  they  should  be  revised  for 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  and  marked  A. 

In  reply  to  the  interrogatory  ‘‘whether  the  contract  was  let  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder;”  I  have  to  state,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  second 
section  of  an  act  approved,  February  23,  1843,  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  ‘An  act  for  the  binding  of  the  laws  and  journals,”  ap¬ 
proved,  January  31st,  1840,  I  contracted  with  the  said  William  Walters 
and  George  R.  Weber,  for  the  binding  specified  in  said  act,  for  less  prices 
than  those  therein  specified  as  will  appear  from  an  examination  of  the 
contract  hereto  annexed.  The  law  points  out  two  modes  of  contracting 
for  the  public  binding.  The  first  mode  is  contained  in  the  first  section 
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of  the  act,  which  requires  that  six  weeks’  notice  shall  be  given  prior  to  the 
day  of  letting,  and  that  the  Secretary  shall  then  contract  with  some  res¬ 
ponsible  book  binder,  “to  do  the  folding,  stitching  and  binding  of  the 
approaching  session  of  the  General  Assembly  consisting  of  Reports, 
Journals  and  Laws,  in  the  following  manner,  and  at  no  greater  prices 
than  those  annexed,”  leaving  it  discretionary  with  the  Secretary  with 
whom  to  contract,  but  restraining  him  from  contracting  for  “greater 
prices”  than  those  specified  in  the  act. 

The  law  of  1842-’3  greatly  reduces  the  prices  of  the  law  of  1840, 
under  which  the  contract  for  the  binding  of  the  last  session  was  made, 
and  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  requiring  six  weeks’  notice  previous 
to  the  day  of  letting,  appears  to  have  been  for  the  sole  purpose  ot  inform¬ 
ing  binders  who  might  desire  to  contract  for  the  public  binding  of  the 
change  in  the  prices,  the  law'  being  silent  respecting  the  duty  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  to  let  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder ,  but  only  requiring  him  to  con¬ 
tract  on  the  day  of  letting  designated  in  the  published  notice,  with  “some 
responsible  book  binder  or  binders,”  at  certain  specified  prices. 

The  second  mode  is  pointed  out  in  the  second  section  of  the  act;  which 
reads  as  follows:  Sec.  2,  -‘The  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  required  and 
authorized  to  contract  for  the  binding  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  spe¬ 
cified,  at  less  prices  than  therein  named  if  in  his  power  so  to  do.”  This 
section  not  only  confers  authority  on  the  Secretary,  but  imposes  on  him 
an  imperative  duty  to  contract  whenever  it  is  in  his  “power”  at  less  pri¬ 
ces  than  those  fixed  by  the  preceding  section,  and  obviates  the  necessity 
of  giving  the  notice  required  in  the  1st  section.  If  this  were  not  the 
true  construction  of  the  act,  the  evident  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
2d  section  might  be  defeated.  Spppose  no  contract  had  been  made  until 
the  day  of  letting,  and  only  one  bid  had  been  received,  and  that  at  the 
prices  specified  in  the  first  section,  the  Secretary  would  be  bound  to  ac¬ 
cept  it,  and  it  would  then  be  too  late  for  him  to  look  about  for  some  other 
person  with  whom  he  may  be  able  to  contract  for  less  prices  than  those 
specified  in  the  law.  Sincerely  believing  that  I  was  acting  not  only  under 
the  authority  and  requirements  of  the  law  but  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
State,  I  entered  into  the  annexed  contract,  and  took  bond,  in  the  penal 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  with  approved  security,  for  its  faithful  per¬ 
formance.  For  the  above  reasons,  I  did  on  the  4th  instant,  refuse  to  re- 
<fvea  sealed  proposal  from  Mr.  Birchall,the  only  proposal  offered  before 
the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolution  by  the  House,  at  the  same  time 
stating  to  him  my  reasons  for  so  doing. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL, 
Secretary  of  State , 


A. 

It  is  hereby  contracted  and  agreed  between  Thompson  Campbell,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  the  one  part,  and 
William  Walters  and  George  R.  Weber,  Bookbinders,  on  the  other  part, 
that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  shall  well  and  truly  do  and  per- 
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form  all  the  binding  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  providing  for  the  binding 
of  the  Laws  and  Journals,”  approved,  January  31st,  1840,  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  prices,  to -wit: 

“Folding,  stitching  and  covering  with  blue  paperand  cutting  the  edges 
of  the  Journals,  three  and  one-fourth  centsfor  each  one  hundred  pages  in 
the  volume;  for  folding  and  stitching  reports,  two  cents  for  each  one  hun¬ 
dred  pages  in  the  volume;  for  binding  laws  and  journals  and  reports  for 
Secretary’s  office,  with  leather  backs  and  paper  sides,  when  the  number 
of  pages  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty,  eleven  cents  for  each  one 
hundred  pages;  when  the  volume  of  laws  contains  over  one  hundred  fifty 
pages,  nine  and  one-half  cents,  for  each  one  hundred  pages  of  the  vol¬ 
ume;  for  binding  the  Revised  Laws,  in  case  they  should  be  revised,  for 
furnishing  leather  and  full  binding  with  leather  covering,  law-form,  and 
done  in  a  neat,  workmanlike  manner,  fourteen  cents  for  each  one  hun¬ 
dred  pages  in  the  volume.  And  for  the  performance  of  said  duties  as 
contemplated  by  said  act,  a  bond  shall  be  given  to  be  approved  by  the 
Governor. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1814. 

THOMPSON  CAMPBELL,  Secretary  of  State . 
WALTERS  &  WEBER. 
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14th  Assem. 
1st  Session. 


TRACT  BOOKS. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.  28,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Robbins,  from  the  committee  on  Retrenchment,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  a  resolution,  requiring  him  to  report  the  number  of  days  John 
B.  Weber  has  been  engaged  in  making  a  new  set  of  tract  books,  and 
a  record  of  the  town  lots  in  the  State,  as  required  by  the  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  years  1843  and  1844,  and  how  much  money  has 
been  paid  the  said  Weber,  as  a  compensation  for  his  individual  services 
in  said  work;  also  to  inform  this  House  if  any  warrants  have  been  drawn 
on  account  of  said  work.  If  so,  for  what  amount,  in  whose  favor,  and 
by  what  authority  was  the  same  drawn? — “With  instructions  to  in¬ 
quire  whether  any  money  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  to  John 
B.  Weber,  his  assistants,  or  other  persons  for  making  tract  books,  be¬ 
yond  the  appropriations  made  by  law,  if  so,  how  much,”  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  by  reference  to 
the  act,  making  appropriations  for  the  years  1842  and  1843,  find  that 
John  B.  Weber  was  appointed  to  make  out  a  new  set  of  tract  books,  to 
contain  an  entry  of  all  the  appropriated  lands  in  this  State,  leaving  spaces 
for  lands  to  be  hereafter  entered,  and  also  a  record  of  all  the  town  lots  in 
this  State,  which  books  were  to  supply  the  place  of  books,  then  in  the 
Auditor’s  office,  and  which  were  already  filled  with  entries.  In  pursu¬ 
ance  of  this  act,  it  appears  that  the  said  John  B.  Weber,  had  before  the 
Auditor’s  last  annual  report,  been  employed  in  the  duties  assigned  him  as 
aforesaid,  511  days,  and  that  he  had  drawn  from  the  treasury  $1,022,  from 
which  it  appears  that  John  B.  Weber  has  received  no  money  for  making 
tract  books  not  appropriated  by  law. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  Jacob  Shutt  received  as  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  507|  days’  employment  in  making  the  said  tracts  1,015  dol¬ 
lars,  and  Joseph  C.  Duncan  for  355  days’ employment  received  718  dollars, 
making  in  all  $1,733  dollars,  which  amount, it  appears  to  your  committee, 
was  drawn  from  the  treasury  without  appropriations  made  by  law. 
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Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  that  the  services  of  the 
said  Duncan  and  Shutt,  were  essential  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  the  said  Weber,  that  the  services  were  rendered  by  them  as 
set  forth  in  the  Auditor’s  communication,  and  that  the  contract  made  with 
them  by  the  Auditor,  in  employing  them  to  assist  the  said  Weber  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  said  tracts,  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  public  good;  but  our  con¬ 
stitution  provides  that,  “no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriation  made  by  law;”  and  we  deprecate  the 
paying  out  money  from  the  treasury,  not  by  law  appropriated,  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  as  establishing  a  precedent  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 
a  violation  of  the  Supreme  law  of  the  land. 
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SALINE  LANDS. 


^  _  _ 

g—1*— *<!—*■  iii.i 

HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.  28, 1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  report  from  the  Audi¬ 
tor  of  Public  Accounts  in  relation  to  the  avails  arising  from  the  sale  of 
saline  lands: 

REPORT: 

jPf; :  J  ’ '<■  ;  '  ’  „  V  , 

Auditor’s  Office,  January  28,  1845. 

To  the  Honorable,  The  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives ; 

Srn:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  requiring  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  as  soon  as 
practicable,  the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  saline  lands  paid  out  under 
the  provisions  of  “An  act  appropriating  a  portion  of  the  avails  arising  from 
the  sale  of  saline  lands  in  Gallatin  county  to  internal  improvements,”^ 
approved,  February  16,  1831,  to  the  several  counties  named  in  said  act. 

Also,  the  quantity  of  land  sold  under  said  act  up  to  this  time;  the  purposes 
to  which  the  proceeds  thereof  were  appropriated;  the  counties  named  in 
said  act  to  whom  nothing  has  been  paid;  the  names  of  Agents  or  Commis¬ 
sioners  under  said  act  who  may  be  in  default  to  the  State  on  account  of 
sales,  if  any,  and  the  condition,  generally,  of  the  said  saline  lands, and 
the  funds  arising  from  the  sale  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  table  as  furnishing  the 
most  material  information  called  for,  by  said  resolution. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  appropriations  were  made  to  the  counties  of 
Vermilion,  Madison,  Wayne,  Edwards,  Wabash  and  Coles,  which,  if  ever 
realized,  cannot  be  ascertained  from  any  date  in  the  possession  of  this 
office. 

_  By  the  5th  section  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  the  Gallatin 
Salines  and  the  lands  belonging  to  the  same,”  approved  January  26,  1836, 
an  appropriation  was  made  to  Shelby  county,  which  has  been  received. 

20 


2 


(306) 

No  appropriations  by  the  act  of  1831,  referred  to  in  the  resolution 
were  made  to  Washington  and  Champaign;  but  it  seems  that  $400  have 
been  paid  to  the  former;  and  $200  to  the  latter. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  turn  to  the  law  authorizing  these  appropriations, 

but  there  is  doubtless  such  a  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor . 

N.  B.  Accompanying,  please  receive  a  letter  addressed  to  me,  at  my 
request  bv  Henry  W.  Moore,  the  present  Commissioner  of  saline  lands. 

Respectfully, 

W.  L.  D.  EWING,  Auditor . 

A  STATEMENT  shewing  ike  quantity  of  Gallatin  Saline  lands  sold , 

the  amount  appropriated ,  and  amountpaid}  and  appropriations,  under  an  act 

„  lll  A _ _ _ T?r,h  Ifi  1  1 


Amount 

appropriated. 

Am’nt  paid  on 
appropriations. 

$800 

00 

$800 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

500 

00 

500 

00 

1,100 

00 

950 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

400 

00 

400 

00 

400 

00 

400 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

200 

00 

350 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

200 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

1,000 

00 

998 

42 

150 

00 

150 

00 

400 

00 

400 

00 

$6,898 

42 

400 

00 

250 

00 

400 

00 

400 

00 

500 

00 

400 

00 

) 

200 

00 

$7,498 

42 

Karnes  of  Counties. 


Franklin,  -  —  ” 

Jackson,  -  ~  “  ” 

Pope,  ~ 

Gallatin,  —  — 

Monroe,  -  -  ~  ~ 

Union,  -  -  — 

Randolph,  -  —  “ 

St.  Clair,  —  —  ~ 

Greene,  -  ~~ 

Edgar,  -  -  " 

Morgan,  -  —  A  -  — 

Crawford,  -  —  —  ~ 

Hamilton,  —  —  —  “ 

Jefferson,  -  -  —  “ 

Marion,  -  -  ~  ~ 

Clay,  -  -  ~  ~ 

Clinton,  -  -  -  “ 

White,  '  - 

Petty,  ---_ 

Vermilion, 

Madison, 

Waynes  ^  (Appropriations  not  realized.), 

Wabash, 

Coles,  J 

Shelby,  (Paid  under  act  of  1841.)  - 

Champaign,  )  appro’ation  in  act  of  1831.) 
Washington,  J  v  rr 
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Statement — Continued. 


For  what  item. 

Total  Dr. 

Total  Cr. 

To  amount  for  which  sold  19,911  acres.  ^ 
Remaining  unsold,  89  M  ]y 

20,000  j 

Ch.' 

By  amount  paid  to  counties,  —  - 

By  amount  paid  to  Commissioners  for  selecting 
lands,  -  -  —  - 

$9,956  50 

$7,498  42 

1,075  00 

By  amount  paid  for  stationary  and  commissions 
on  sales,  -  -  —  - 

983  08 

By  amount  not  paid,  -  -  - 

— 

400  00 

$9,956  50 

$9,956  50 
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Letter  to  the  Auditor . 

Springfield,  Illinois, > 
January  30,  1845.  § 

Sir:  You  desire  information  from  me,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Gallatin 
Saline,  giving  the  names  of  the  Commissioners  or  Agents,  who  may  be  in 
default  to  the  State,  under  the  act  of  1831 ,  in  relation  to  said  Saline,  &c. 
and  stating  also  the  amount  of  money  collected,  (if  any)  and  what  amount 
of  judgments  obtained,  &c. 

In  reply,  I  take  pleasure  in  saying,  that  at  the  last  May  term  of  the 
Gallatin  Circuit  Court,  judgments  were  obtained  in  my  name,  for  the  use 
of  the  State  as  follows:  Against  Chalon  Guard,  John  Siddall  and  Joseph 
Hayes,  securities  of  the  late  Timothy  Guard,  formerly  a  lessee  of  said 
Salines,  for  arrears  of  rent,  to  the  amount  of  §1,000;  also,  against  Chalon 
Guard  and  David  Guard,  Administrators,  of  the  said  Timothy  Guard,  de¬ 
ceased,  for  like  arrears,  to  the  amount  of  $S00. 

Benj.  White,  also  a  former  lessee  of  said  Saline,  owes  the  State  some  two 
or  three  hundred  dollars,  or  more,  for  a  default  in  the  condition  of  his 
bond,  in  the  non-payment  of  about  two  years’  rent.  Suit  was  commenced 
against  him  and  securities,  as  above,  but  failed  because  the  court  held 
that  a  certified  copy  of  such  bond  (the  only  evidence  in  my  possession)  could 
not  be  received  in  evidence.  Could  1  have  the  original  bond  (as,  perhaps 
I  am  entitled  to,  from  the  requirement  of  the  law  to  proceed  to  collect,)  this 
two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  might  probably  be  saved  to  the  State. 

I  have  received  but  $20,  during  the  time  I  have  been  Commissioner, 
being  money  paid  me  for  forty  acres  of  land  entered  in  my  office.  This 
sum  I  have  retained,  in  pari  pay  for  my  commission  of  ten  per  cent, upon 
the  1,000  acres  of  land  entered  by  John  Crenshaw,  as  assignee  of  a  claim 
to  the  amount  of  $500  by  a  special  act  appropriated  to  the  county  of 
Shelby.  This  special  act  was  passed  at  the  session  of  1841,  and  may  be 
found  at  page  295  and  section  5,  of  the  laws  of  that  session. 

In  relation  to  defaults,  under  the  act  of  1831, 1  have  to  say  that  I  am 
not  at  present,  possessed  of  any  information,  nor  do  1  believe  that  the 
records  left  by  my  predecessor  (Mr.  Gatewood)  and  other  Commissioners, 
at  my  office  in  Equality,  would  enable  me  to  communicate  any  thing  in 
reference  to  those  defaults,  if  any  there  are. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  W.  MOORE,  Commissioner . 


W.  L.  D.  Ewing,  Auditor. 


Illinois  ) 
Legis.  y 


H.  R. 


(  I4th  Assem. 
(  1st  Session. 


STATE  PROPERTY. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  JAN.,  1845. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Youngkin,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reso¬ 
lution  inquiring  “what  the  State  of  Illinois  has  realized  from  the  State 
property  on  the  Little  Wabash  river,  consisting  of  the  water  mills,  at 
New  Haven,  in  Gallatin  county,  and  at  Carmi,  in  White  county,”  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

In  the  first  place,  about  the  year  1839,  the  State  purchased  the  entire 
property  of  the  aforesaid  water  mills,  dams,  &c.,  for  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  placing  locks  in  said  mill 
dams,  and  thereby  improving  the  said  river,  upon  the  principle  of  slack 
water  navigation.  But  which  improvements  were  never  began.  That  in 
the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  held  in  I842V43,  a  law 
was  passed  authorizing  the  sale  of  said  2  mills,  on  the  express  condition  that 
the  purchasers  should  place  two  substantial  locks  in  said  mill  dams.  But 
no  sale  has  yet  been  effected,  and  a  general  opinion  prevails,  that  locks 
would  cost  more  than  the  whole  mill  sites,  dams,  and  mill  property  would 
be  worth  when  said  locks  were  finished.  No  person  would  be  willing  to 
receive  the  mill  sites,  mills  and  dams,  gratuitously,  on  the  condition  of 
being  compelled  to  erect  such  locks. 

That  the  population  of  the  Little  Wabash  valley,  who  are  located  above 
the  mill  dams  at  New  Haven  and  Carmi,  complain  and  say  that  said  mill 
dams  injuriously  obstruct  the  flat  boat  navigation  of  said  river,  during 
the  times  of  moderate  freshets  or  risings  of  the  water  in  said  river,  and 
therefore  pray  that  said  mill  dams  be  entirely  removed  out  of  the  river. 

But  on  the  other  hand  the  entire  population  of  the  east  and  northern 
portions  of  the  county  of  Gallatin,  and  nearly  the  entire  population  of 
White  county,  making  altogether  upwards  of  ten  thousand  souls,  are  op¬ 
posed  to  the  removal  of  said  mill  dams,  because,  as  they  say,  said  mill 
dams  and  mills  were  erected  at  least  thirty  years  ago,  and  they  always 
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have  been,  and  still  are  altogether  dependant  upon  said  mills  for  the  grind¬ 
ing  of  their  corn  and  wheat  for  bread  stuffs,  for  themselves  and  families. 
And  that  if  said  mill  dams  should  be  removed  they  might  as  well  be  driv¬ 
en  out  of  the  country  by  force  and  violence,  as  have  the  bread  of  their 
families  thus  forcibly  taken  from  them.  That  they  have  always  consider¬ 
ed  those  mills  as  parts  and  parcels  of  their  very  farms  they  have  been 
induced  to  purchase  or  to  make;  vast  numbers  having  been  induced  to 
purchase  and  make  their  farms  in  said  counties  of  Gallatin  and  White, 
expressly  because  those  mills  were  erected,  and  in  complete  operation  as 
grist  and  saw  mills,  and  no  other  water  mills  then  built  on  that  side  the 
State,  and  none  likely  to  be  built  unless  a  few  could  be  placed  upon  the 
same  river  at  great  distance,  higher  up  the  stream. 

No  stronger  inducement  can  possibly  be  offered  to  the  settling  of  a 
country,  than  having  grist  and  saw  mills,  at  a  convenient  distance. 

The  population  of  Gallatin  and  White  counties  also  further  State,  that 
the  mill  dams  at  New  Haven  and  Carmi,  do  not  really  impede  or  ob¬ 
struct  the  navigation  of  said  river,  as  much  or  as  injuriously  as  the  pop¬ 
ulation  residing  above  said  points  have  complained  of,  for  said  mill  dams 
being  placed  at  the  upper  end  of  a  shoal  (at  each  place)  a  boat  could  not 
pass  said  shoals  were  the  dams  entirely  removed,  unless  the  freshets  or 
rises  in  the  river  had  sufficient  depth  of  water,  to  float  said  boats  across 
said  shoals,  and  when  the  river  rises  high  enough  for  that  purpose,  then 
the  water  is  also  high  enough  to  float  boats  over  the  said  dams.  And 
further,  that  there  are  shallow  places  in  said  river  a  little  above  the  said  mill 
dams,  and  if  said  dams  were  removed  boats  could  not  float  over  such  shal¬ 
lows  for  want  of  water,  except  in  such  floods  as  will  carry  boats  over 
said  dams. 

Therefore  in  conclusion,  the  committee,  holding  the  rights,  interests, 
privileges  and  convenience  of  all  our  citizens  in  just  and  equal  respect 
in  their  claims  for  legislative  protection,  would  respectfully  submit  and 
recommend,  as  the  most  advisable  plan  for  the  action  of  the  present  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  that  the  mill  dams  should  not  be  entirely  removed,  but 
reduced  in  height,  so  as  to  leave  that  at  New  Haven  only  five  feet,  and 
that  at  Carmi  only  six  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  by  so  doing, 
much,  if  not  the  greater  part  of  all  the  real  obstruction  to  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  said  river,  would  thereby  be  removed,  and  equal  justice  be  done 
to  all  parts  of  our  community,  and  the  property  of  the  State  in  said  mills, 
thereby  be  preserved.  Therefore  the  committee  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  bill. 


Illinois  ) 

H.  R. 

(14th  Assem. 

Legis.  ) 

(1st  Session. 

ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL. 


HOUSE  OF  REPS.,  FEB.  20,  1845. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor  submitting  the  report  of  Governor  Davis  and  Captain 
Swift,  in  relation  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canah 

COMMUNICATION: 

Executive  Department, 
Springfield ,  February  20,  1845. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Honorable,  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House,  the  report  of  Governor 
Davis  and  Captain  Swift,  of  their  examination  in  relation  to  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  &c. 

THOMAS  FORD. 


REPORT. 

To  Messrs .  Baring ,  Brothers  SfCo.  and  Messrs.  Magniac,  Jar  dine  fy  Co . 

Gentlemen:  The  State  of  Illinois  having  undertaken,  upon  its  credit, 
to  construct  a  public  work,  called  the  “Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,”  issu¬ 
ed  by  the  authority  of  law,  a  large  amount  of  bonds,  payable  with  inter¬ 
est,  at  certain  specified  periods,  and  from  time  to  time,  sold  them  in  the 
market,  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  The 
faith  and  honor  of  the  State  is  pledged  for  their  redemption;  but  she 
having  failed  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest,  her  credit 
is  thereby  materially  affected,  the  bonds  greatly  depreciated,  and  the 
work,  unfinished,  is  suspended. 

Under  these  adverse  circumstances,  it  being  thought  impracticable  to 
make  adequate  provision  to  fulfil  her  promises,  the  State,  by  her  legisla¬ 
ture  in*1843,  made  a  law,  apparently  with  the  hope  of  relieving  both  her¬ 
self  and  her  creditors,  by  completing  and  making  productive,  the  canal. 
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This  law  authorized  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  negotiate 
with  the  bond  holders  fora  further  loan  sufficient  locomplete  the  work,  >ntd 
to  pledge  lor  the  reimbursement  of  the  tame,  the  future  income  from  tolls, 
and  certain  other  canal  property,  which  was  believed  to  be  adequate  tor 
that  pm  pose.  The  creditors,  it  was  hoped,  would  find  a  motive  to  en¬ 
courage  this  arrangement,  in  the  fact,  that  the  revenue  of  the  canal  might 
eventually  prove  to  be  sufficient  for  the  discharge  of  their  bonds. 

The  commissioners,  who  were  appointed  under  this  act,  opened  their 
negotiations  in  Europe,  and,  among  other  things,  gave  the  following  as¬ 
surances  to  the  creditors,  to  wit: 

First.  “That  the  whole  Canal  debt,  and  liabilities  for  past  works,  do 
not  exceed  $5,000,000.” 

S  xonr'm  “That  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  canal  would  not  exceed 

$!,<-)0U,000.” 

Third.  That  there  is  every  ground  to  believe,  that  with  that  outlay, 
the  canal  would  be  completed  in  three  years.” 

Fourth .  4*Tliat  the  estimate  of  its  annual  income  would  be  at  least 
sufficient  to  meet  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  loan  of  $1,600,000.” 

Fifth.  “That  the  fielders  of  canal  stock  in  the  United  States  have 
agreed  to  advance  their  portion  of  $1,(4)0,000,  on  one  million  of  stock, 
and  that  such  engagement  can  be  relied  upon  ”  And, 

Sixth*  ‘‘That  the  terms  of  the  proposed  trust-deeds  should  give  full 
and  satisfactory  security  to  the  subscribers.” 

In  stating  these  propositions  for  the  consideration  of  the  bond  holders, 
the  Commissioners  make  a  condition,  that  the  subscriptions  to  the  loan 
shall  be  void,  unless  a  trustworthy  and  competent  agent,  after  examina¬ 
tion.  shall  veiifv  the  above  statements. 

Such  creditors,  therefore,  as  proposed  to  subscribe,  entered  into  a  con¬ 
ditional  arrangement  to  advance  a  portion  of  the  proposed  sum,  provided 
such  agents,  as  should  be  appointed  in  this  behalf,  by  Messrs.  William 
Sturgis,  Abbott  Lawrence,  and  Thomas  W.  Ward,  of  Boston,  should  make 
a  favorable  report,  verifying  the  several  propositions  of  the  Commission¬ 
ers,  and  should  also  be  of  opinion,  that  the  Governor  of  Illinois  lias  power 
to  make  a  contract  which  shall  not  be  subject  to  certain  limitations  and 
forfeitures  named  in  said  act. 

In  the  latter  part  of  October,  these  gentlemen  caused  letters  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  undersigned,  requesting  them  to  perform  this  service,  and 
desired  Mr.  Davis  as  a  preliminary  step  to  go  to  New  York,  where  the 
bonds  held  in  the  United  States  were  supposed  to  be  chiefly  owned,  and 
to  ascertain  what  had  or  would  be  done  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the 
subscription  required  to  be  made  in  the  United  States.  In  accordance 
with  this  suggestion,  he  proceeded  to  that  city,  on  the  2d  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber:  and  finding  Jthat  nothing  effectual  had  been  done,  he  agreed  with 
Mr.  Ryan,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Illinois  tiiat  a  subscription  shou’d, 
with  as  hide  delay  as  possible,  be  opened,  and  the  disposition  or  the 
bond-holders  ascertained.  On  the  seventh  of  the  same  month,  Mr. 
Davis,  with  Capt.  Swift,  of  the  United  States’  army,  having  had  an  inter¬ 
view  with  the  committee,  received  instructions  to  proceed  to  Illinois, 
each  as  soon  as  his  convenience  would  allow,  without  waiting  for  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  proposition 
which  had  been  submitted  by  the  Commissioners. 
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Capt.  Swift,  departed  immediately  by  the  northern  route,  through  Buf- 
faloand  Detroit,  to  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan,  which  is  the  northern  ter¬ 
minus  of  the  canal,  and  is  1,200  miles  from  Boston. 

Mr.  Da  vis,  in  a  short  time,  took  the  southern  route,  through  New  York, 
Philadelphi  a,  Baltimore,  Wheeling  and  Cincinnati,  to  St.  Louis,  on  the 
Mississippi  river;  where  he  arrived  on  the  24ih  of  November,  being  the 
same  day  upon  which  Capt.  Swift  reached  Chicago  From  thence  he 
ascended  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  rivers,  to  LaSalle,  2100  miles  from 
Boston,  and  met  Capt  Swift  there,  at  the  southern  terminus  of  the  canal, 
on  the  first  day  of  December,  he  having  on  his  route  from  Chicago,  ex¬ 
amined  in  a  cursory  m  inner  m  >st  of  the  lin^.  We  found  that  our  ap¬ 
proach  to  each  extremity  of  the  canal,  by  different  routes,  had  proved  to 
be  more  advantageous  than  we  had  anticipated,  as  it  enabled  us  to  under¬ 
stand  the  character  of  the  connecting  navigation,  which  will  hereafter 
appear  to  be  quite  essential. 

On  the  2d  day  of  December,  we  left  La  Salle,  and  passed  up  the  line 
to  Ottawa.  From  thence,  we  diverged,  and  ascended  the  valley  of  the 
Fox  river,  some  sixty  miles,  to  ascertain  its  capacity,  as  a  feeder,  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  upon  the  summit;  and  then  crossed  to  Des  Plaines,  and  estab* 
lished  our  head-quarters  at  Lock  port,  that  we  might  have  access  to  the 
Canal  office,  and  interviews  with  those  officers  who  had  had  charge  of  the 
work. 

Before  entering  more  into  the  details,  involved  in  the  several  proposi¬ 
tions,  we  will  inv  ite  your  attention  to  the  general  character  of  the  enter¬ 
prise.  The  object  to  be  attained  by  a  canal  one  hundred  miles  long,  is  a 
union  of  the  great  north-western  Lakes,  which  separate  the  Province  of 
Canada  from  tiie  United  States,  and  pour  their  waters  into  the  ocean, 
through  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  with  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  is  the  vast  valley  of  the  same  name,  and  discharges  itself  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  4,000  miles  distant  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

Chicago  is  near  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan;  from  which  the  navigation 
for  vessels  of  all  classes  is  uninterrupted  to  the  Great  Falls  of  Niagara, 
about  900  miles. 

Artificial  works  are  now  either  in  construction,  or  completed  round  the 
obstructions,  from  thence  to  Montreal  and  Quebec.  On  ihe  American 
side,  the  navigation  is  continued  from  Buffalo  on  Lake  Erie,  and  Oswego 
on  Lake  Ontario,  to  tide- water  at  Albany  on  the  Hudson  river. 

La  Salle  is  upon  the  Illinois  river,  a  tributary  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
steamers  may  ply  between  it  and  New  Orleans;  but  the  characters  of  the 
navigation  will  be  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter. 

it  is  obvious  from  this  geographical  sketch,  that  the  site  of  the  canal 
combines  objects  of  unusual  interest,  as  it  is  the  only  broken  link  in  a 
continuous  navigation,  or  interior  highway  of  water,  ol  unparalleled  ex¬ 
tent;  and  unites  points  which,  in  process  of  time,  must  become  the  thor¬ 
oughfare  of  very  great  trade  and  transportation.  This  truth  seemed  to 
the  State  so  plainly  revealed,  that  she  was  tempted  to  et  gage  in  the  en¬ 
terprise  at  too  early  a  day,  and  upon  a  scale  disproportionate  to  her  pop. 
ulation  and  resources.  The  earliest  voyagers,  Marquette,  Joliet,  La  Salle, 
&c.  found  this  an  ancient  trail  of  the  aborigines,  who  passed  from  Lake 
Michigan,  a  few  miles  up  the  Chicago  river,  and  thence,  by  an  easy 
portage  of  some  seven  or  eight  miles  into  the  valley  of  the  Des  Plainer, 
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which  is  the  northern  fork  of  the  Illinois,  and  when  swollen,  so  as  to  pass 
its  banks,  flows  down  through  this  low,  level  portage,  and  mingles  its 
waters  with  the  Chicago. 

The  near  approach  of  the  Lake,  and  the  Des  Plaines  to  the  same  level, 
indicated  the  facility  with  which  the  navigation  could  be  united;  and 
the  central  position  in  the  vast  valley  of  the  Mississippi  indicated  its 
great  future  importance. 

Encouraged  by  such  considerations,  and  by  a  very  liberal  grant  of  pub¬ 
lic  lands  from  the  United  States,  Illinois  seized  upon  the  earliest  moment 
to  prosecute  the  enterprise,  believing  that  her  growing  strength  and  re¬ 
sources  were  adequate  to  its  accomplishment. 

To  combine  several  objects  deemed  important,  which  will  be  severally 
hereafter  noticed,  she  passed  a  law,  requiring  that  the  canal  should  be  fed 
from  Lake  Michigan,  by  conducting  the  water  through  into  the  valley  of 
the  Des  Plaines,  at  a  point  below  the  level  of  the  Lake,  which  made  a 
deep  cut  of  thirty  miles  necessary,  before  it  run  out.  A  considerable 
portion  of  this  proved  to  be  rock,  while  the  residue  was  chiefly  earth  and 
cemented  clay,  which  involved  an  expenditure  that  exhausted  her  re¬ 
sources  before  the  work  was  finished. 

After  paying  out  nearly  five  millions  of  dollars,  she  found  her  credit 
prostrate,  her  power  to  proceed  paralyzed,  and  the  canal  in  a  condition 
neither  affording  revenue  or  the  promise  of  future  usefulness. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  question  arose,  whether  the  work  should  be 
sacrificed  and  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  State  with  it,  or  an  effort  be 
made  to  complete  it,  and  to  realize  the  revenue  and  other  advantages 
which  had  been  anticipated  from  it. 

In  this  motive  doubtless  originated  the  law  of  1843;  which,  among 
other  things,  authorized  the  abandonment  of  the  Lake  as  a  feeder,  if  such 
a  measure  should  be  deemed  expedient. 

Being  thus  free  fiom  legislative  restraint  in  this  important  particular, 
examinations  were  commenced  to  ascertain  if  other  water  could  not  be 
introduced,  at  less  expense,  to  supply  the  summit,  and  have  resulted  in 
the  conviction,  that  this  level  may  be  raised  eight  feet,  the  residue  of 
the  deep  cutting  avoided,  and  water  be  supplied  from  the  adjacent  streams, 
while  the  navigable  capacity  of  the  canal  may  remain  equal  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  plan. 

In  this  state  and  condition  of  things,  our  agency  commenced,  and  a  long, 
patient,  and  laborious  investigation  has  been  necessary,  to  arrive  at  any 
thing  like  satisfactory  results  upon  the  complicated  matters  submitted  to 
our  examination,  comprehending  in  their  compass,  the  sufficiency  of  the 
water  for  navigation  and  other  purposes;  the  probable  income  of  the 
canal  in  a  new  country  whose  resources  are  yet  to  be  developed  by  an 
accession  of  population  and  capital;  and  the  probable  value  of  exten¬ 
sive  tracts  of  land,  town  lots,  and  hydraulic  power;  all  which  is  mainly  de¬ 
pendent  for  its  importance  and  value  upon  the  success  of  the  canal. 

We  commenced  our  investigations  upon  the  line  of  navigation,  on  the 
24th  day  of  November,  and  continued  them  until  the  18th  day  of  January 
following;  having,  during  that  period,  collected  a  great  mass  of  informa¬ 
tion,  derived  from  personal  observation  and  intercommunication  with  the 
officers,  or  in  the  form  of  replies  to  interrogatories  submitted  in  writing, 
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accompanied  by  such  maps,  profiles,  and  estimates,  as  were  necessary  to 
elucidate  the  subject;  to  all  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  refer,  and 
shall  therefore  transmit  them  as  an  Appendix  to  this  Report,  with  an  in¬ 
dex  explaining  the  character  of  the  contents. 

Having  now  explained  the  relations  which  exist  between  the  State  of 
Illinois  and  her  creditors,  and  narrated  the  history  of  this  public  work,  so 
far  as  to  show  its  present  condition,  we  will  now  make  the  bond-holders 
acquainted  with  our  general  course  of  proceeding,  and  lay  before  them, 
as  far  as  it  is  in  our  power  so  to  do,  the  evidence  which  has  been  submit¬ 
ted  to  us,  and  the  reasons  for  such  opinions  as  we  have  formed. 

As  soon  as  we  had  an  opportunity,  after  we  met  in  Illinois,  we  drew  up 
and  handed  to  Mr.  Ryan,  the  Commissioner,  a  paper  hereunto  annexed 
and  numbered,  (1,)  believing  that  the  explanations  contained  in  it  would 
place  the  matters  of  enquiry  upon  the  right  footing,  and  give  both  despatch 
and  system  to  the  whole  course  of  proceedings;  we  afterwards  drew  up 
and  presented  the  paper  annexed  and  numbered,  (2.)  We  deemed  it 
important  to  acquaint  ourselves  by  personal  inspection,  with  the  work 
which  has  been  done,  and  with  the  general  character  of  what  remains  to 
be  done.  We  thought  it  also  expedient  to  visit  and  examine  the  sever¬ 
al  rivers  proposed  to  be  employed  as  feeders,  that  we  might  the  better 
understand  their  general  character  and  capacity.  We  also,  in  our  excur¬ 
sions,  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  notice  the  extent  of  settle¬ 
ments,  the  kinds  and  quality  of  the  land  owned  by  the  State,  the  sites  for 
towns,  and  the  places  where  hydraulic  power  is  intended  to  be  employed. 
We  travelled  some  hundreds  of  miles,  to  accomplish  these  objects,  and 
found  our  enquiries  greatly  facilitated  by  the  frank,  unreserved  communi¬ 
cations  of  the  Chief  Engineer;  who  not  only  proffered  to  us  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  books  and  records  of  his  office,  but,  whenever  requested,  ac¬ 
companied  us  in  our  examinations. 

While  we  were  occupied  with  these  employments,  His  Excellency 
Governor  Ford  came  to  Lockport,  and  we  had  an  interview  with  him, 
touching  such  portion  of  the  business  as  appeared  to  connect  itself  with 
his  department  of  the  government.  After  remaining  a  day  or  two  he 
proceeded  to  Chicago,  where  he  proposed  to  remain  until  we  should  join 
him,  after  having  completed  what  could  best  be  accomplished  at  Lockport. 

Having  drawn  up  for  our  own  guidance  the  paper  hereunto  annexed, 
and  numbered  (3,)  we,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ryan,  forwarded  a  copy  to 
the  Governor.  In  this  document  we  had  embodied  those  questions  and 
facts  to  which  we  expected  his  Excellency  would  direct  his  attention. 

The  chief  engineer  and  the  acting  commissioner,  General  Fry,  having 
announced  that  the  papers  and  documents  asked  for  in  the  communica¬ 
tions  numbered  one  and  two,  were  so  far  prepared  that  they  might  be 
forwarded  in  a  day  or  two,  we,  on  the  11th  of  January,  left  Lockport  for 
Chicago,  in  which  place  we  intended  to  complete  all  the  documentary 
evidence,  and  then  hasten  back  to  Massachusetts,  where  we  could  exam¬ 
ine  the  same  more  leisurely,  as  well  as  more  conveniently. 

While  at  Chicago,  the  acting  Commissioner  who  has,  by  law,  the  gener¬ 
al  superintendence  of  canal  affairs,  and  canal  property,  placed  in  our  hands 
such  papers  in  regard  to  the  debt  and  liabilities  of  the  canal,  and  regard 
to  the  quantity,  quality,  and  value  of  the  lands,  as  he  had  prepared  to 
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sustain  the  averments  of  the  Commissioners  who  had  negotiated  for  the 
loan.  This  evidence,  with  such  other  proofs  as  have  been  furnished,  we 
will  now  proceed  to  apply  to  the  propositions  which  they  are  designed  to 
support. 

First,  The  Commissioners  allege,  “That  the  whole  canal  debt  and  lia¬ 
bilities  for  past  works  do  not  exceed  $5,000,000.  ’ 

On  the  4th  of  December  in  the  communication  numbered  one,  we  spoke 
as  follows  of  this  proposition,  “We  understand  by  this,  that  the  State  as¬ 
sumes  to  make  it  clear  that  in  no  form  shall  the  canal  in  any  event  be 
charged  with  a  greater  debt  or  liability  at  the  time  of  completing  the  con¬ 
tract  (should  one  he  completed  with  the  bond  holders.)  In  regard  to  the 
evidence  on  this  head  it  will,  of  course,  be  such  as  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
State  to  offer  for  our  consideration;  hut  it  will  he  gratifying  to  us  to  have 
it  as  far  as  circumstances  will  allow,  in  an  official  form,  duly  authentica¬ 
ted  by  the  proper  officers  to  whom  this  important  branch  of  the  service 
has  from  time  to  time  been  entrusted.*1  Here  the  matter  rested  until  a 
day  or  two  before  our  departure  for  the  East,  when  General  Fry  placed 
ia  our  hands  the  document  found  in  the  appendix,  and  numbered  foury 
which  comprises  all  the  evidence  on  this  point,  except  what  we  learned 
from  conversations  and  such  State  papers  as  have  been  published  and 
brought  to  our  notice. 

It  probably  contains  all  the  information  which  the  Commissioner  pos¬ 
sessed,  or  of  which,  in  his  offi<  ial  station,  he  could  avail  himself,  and 
while  it  is  less  conclusive  than  we  could  desire,  we  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  integrity'  of  the  Commissioner,  or  to  distrust  his  purpose  of  ma¬ 
king  it  complete  and  accurate.  We  infer  from  the  manner  of  making  the 
document  up,  and  from  conversations  that  no  actual  record  ol  bonds  is¬ 
sued,  and  bonds  cancelled,  exists;  but.  the  evidence  employed,  instead  of 
such  an  official  record,  is  the  official  statements  of  the  Fund  Commission¬ 
ers  and  other  agents  from  time  to  time,  to  whom  the  sale  of  these  bonds 
were  entrusted. 

Th  is  business,  howrever,  was  neither  confided  to  the  Canal  Commission¬ 
er,  nor  transacted  in  his  office.  We  have  in  our  possession  two  volumes 
which  consist  of  State  papers,  for  the  years  1 S4U,  1841,  18412  and  lS4d, 
which  contain  various  official  statements,  which  tend  to  corroborate  the 
account  of  General  Fry.  We  herewith  transmit  them,  and  refer  to  the 
Report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  1840,  p.  73,  doc.  9.  We  also  would 
refer  to  the  message  of  Governor  Carlin,  Dec.  7,  18412,  p.  6;  doc.  6;  to 
the  message  of  Governor  Ford,  Dec.  8,  1S4*2,  p.  22,  doc.  2;  the  Report 
of  Mr.  Ryan  of  the  Senate,  Jan.  5,  18  13,  p.  8*2,  doc.  2;  and  the  letter  of 
Governor  Carlin,  Feb.  I,  1843,  p.  172,  doc.  2.  The  statements  of  the 
Fud  Commissioners  may  also  be  found.  A  comparison  of  these  papers, 
with  the  statement  of  General  Fry,  has  Jeff  no  reasonable  doubt  of  his 
accuracy  in  regard  to  the  bonds. 

Of  the  paper  called  “Canal  Indebtedness,”  we  learn,  that  regular,  and, 
as  is  represented,  reliable  accounts  have  been  kept,  as  it  issued,  upon  the 
books  of  the  office,  furnishing  to  the  Commissioners  the  means  of  making 
an  accurate  statement. 

The  General,  while  we  were  at  Chicago,  apologized  for  not  inviting  us 
to  examine  these,  and  the  other  books  in  his  office,  expressing  his  regret, 
that  it  had  not  before  occurred  to  him.  We  mention  these  circumstances 


not  for  the  purpose  of  raising  doubts,  or  throwing  distrust  upon  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  the  General,  for  he  enjoys  a  reputation  distinguished  for  integri¬ 
ty,  hut  to  explain  the  fact,  that  we  did  not  sec  the  books. 

Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  facts  which  have  come  to  our 
knowledge,  respecting  the  debt  chargeable  upon  the  (‘anal,  we  feel  au¬ 
thorised  to  adopt  the  belief,  that  the  statement  of  the  Commissioners  is 
substantially  correct,  and  that  the  amount  of  liabilities  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1844,  was  $5,390,697  57,  shewing  an  excess  beyond  the  state¬ 
ment  of  Messrs.  Ryan  and  Oakley  of  $390,(307  57.  This,  it  appears,  is 
the  actual  amount  outstanding,  and  unpaid,  subject  to  a  deduction  of  $48,- 
000  lb i  bonds,  which  have  been  redeemed.  If  the  statement  ended  here, 
it  would  be  very  clear  that  the  proposition  of  Messrs.  Ryan  and  Oakley 
would  not  be  maintained  by  it.  General  Fry,  however,  adds  that  $b3,- 
50 1  30  of  the  paper  called  “Canal  indebtedness,”  is  in  the  contingent 
fund,  and  $10,313  01  is  in  the  treasury;  that  is,  ns  we  understand  the 
statement,  the  whole  amount  which  has  been  issued  is  charged  upon  the 
books,  and  goes  to  make  up  the  gross  amount  of  deb',  while  the  above 
sums  equal  to  $102, *209  have  been  redeemed,  and  are  in  possession  of  the 
State.  It  is,  therefore,  properly  credited,  and,  il  added  to  the  bonds  re¬ 
deemed.  will  make  the  sum  ol  $159, '200  8>  to  be  deducted  from  $5,390,- 
607  57,  leaving  the  amount;  of  liabilities  at  $5, *2 40, -43/  74  Further  cred¬ 
its  ere  not  claimed  to  meet  the  excess  which  remains,  but  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  represents, .that  the  State  has  certain  valuable  assets,  applicable  to 
the  reduction  of  this  debt,  which  if  allowed  as  a  credit  will  reduce  it  be¬ 
low  $5,000,000. 

The  proposition  is  that  the  debt  and  liabilities  do  not  exceed  $5,000,. 
009.  Th  e  statement  of  the  Commissioner  is,  that  a  larger  sum  than  that 
is  outstanding  and  unpaid,  after  deducting  all  the  credits,  which  are  claim¬ 


ed. 

We  did  not  from  the  terms  of  the  proposition,  anticipate  meeting  the 
question  which  is  here  raised,  namely,  whether  the  possession  of  certain 
assets,  w  hich  are  considered  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  this  debt  is 
ecpii valent  to,  and  leaves  it  on  as  favorable  a  footing,  as  if  it  were  reduced 
by  actual  payments  to  $5,009,000. 

The  Commissioner  alleges,  that  a  sale  of  certain  canal  lands  has  been 
made, and  that  payments  were  made  partly  in  cash  advances,  and  partly 
in  securities  payable  on  a  long  credit  with  interest.  These  securities  are 
the  promissory  notes  of  the  purchasers,  but  no  title  is  to  be  acquired  to 
the  I  md  until  they  are  paid,  and  consequently  a  failure  to  fulfil  the  prom¬ 
ise.  will  involve  a  foifeitm  e  to  what  has  been  advanced,  and  of  all  right  to 
the  laud.  The  Suite  will,  therefore,  hold  the  land  under  any  circumstan¬ 
ces,  and  cannot  suffer  material  loss  unless  the  purchasers  have  agreed  to 


pay  extravagant  prices. 

The  amount  of  securities  thus  held  is  $3:  3,034  91.  The  debtors  are 
numerous,  and  we  have  not,  nor  could  we  have,  without  great  expense 
and  labor,  any  knowledge  of  their  condition  and  responsibility.  The  val¬ 
ue  of  this  paper  must,  therefore,  be  estimated  by  the  facts  stated  by  the 
Commissioners,  that  the  debtors  have  made  advances  in  part  in  cash, 
while  the  State  holds  the  land  for  the  balance.  If  the  amount  $393,- 
031  91  be  deducted  from  $5,2 40, * 37  74  which  is  the  remaining  amount 
after  deducting  the  credits,  the  balance  will  be  $4,846,757  87,  or  $153, 
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242  13  less  than  $5,000,000.  Whether  this  state  of  facts  is  more  or  less 
favorable  to  the  bond-holders,  than  if  the  amount  of  canal  liabilities  were 
absolutely  fixed  at  $5,000,000  is  not  a  matter  referred  to  our  judgment, 
yet  upon  the  view  we  have  taken  of  these  assets,  and  of  the  property  held 
to  secure  the  payment,  we  should  suppose,  that  there  is  little  probability 
of  a  loss  equal  to  $1,532,042  13. 

Our  opinion  then,  upon  the  question  raised  for  our  consideration  by  the 
first  proposition,  is 

First .  That  in  our  belief  the  statement  made  by  the  Commissioner,  ill 
regard  to  the  canal  debt  and  liabilities  is  substantially  accurate,  and 

Second.  That  the  assets  held  by  the  State  and  represented  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  to  be  applicable  to  the  dischaige  of  these  liabilities  have  an  in¬ 
trinsic  value;  but  whether  the  facts  disclosed,  place  the  debt  and  liabili¬ 
ties  upon  as  favorable  a  basis,  as  if  the  amount  was  ascertained  to  be  $5,- 
000,000,  is  a  question  which  mustj  from  the  terms  of  the  proposition,  be 
decided  by  the  creditors  of  Illinois,  as  our  judgment  upon  is  not  solic¬ 
ited. 

We  will  only  add  on  this  head,  that  the  Commissioner  who  has  the  gen¬ 
eral  superintendence  of  these  sales,  and  the  custody  of  these  securities, 
has  the  best  means  of  knowing  their  value.* 

Second.  The  Commissioners  allege  “that  the  sum  of  $1,600,000  will 
complete  the  canal.” 

As  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  state  our  views  upon  this  important 
point  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  report,  we  shall  omit  an  v  further  notice 
of  it  in  this  place. 

Third.  The  Commissioners  allege,  “that  there  is  every  ground  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  with  the  outlay  of  $1,600,000,  the  canal  would  be  completed 
in  three  years.” 

The  completion  of  the  work  in  a  given  time  must  depend  upon  the 
means  employed,  and  the  efficiency  of  their  character.  If  adequate  funds 
should  be  supplied,  and  their  expenditure  be  confided  to  competent  per¬ 
sons,  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the  work  may  be  accomplished 
within  three  years  from  the  time,  when  it  shall  be  recommenced,  without 
resort  to  extraordinary  measures,  or  any  violation  of  sound  economy. — 
The  requsite  skill  and  experience,  to  go  on  with  success  in  all  the  depart¬ 
ments,  is  at  hand,  and  could  with  little  delay  be  put  into  active  opera¬ 
tion. 

Fourth.  The  Commissioners  allege,  “That  the  estimate  of  its  annual  in¬ 
come  would  be,  at  least,  sufficient  to  meet  the  interest  and  principal  of 
the  loan  of  $1,600,000.” 

We  took  an  early  opportunity  to  apprise  Mr.  Ryan,  that  we  considered 
the  phraseology  of  this  proposition  ambiguous,  and  that  we  understood  by 
“estimate  of  its  annual  income,”  the  actual  income  and  revenue  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  canal,  and  other  property  pledged  for  the  reimbursement 
of  that  sum  and  interest. 

Under  this  construction  the  proposition  involves  the  enquiry,  whether 
the  proposed  pledge  is  an  adequate  security  for  the  loan,  and  will  yield 

•We  have  written  to  General  Fry,  to  explain  more  distinctly  what  is  meant  by  “Canal  in* 
debtedness,”  in  the  sinking  fund  and  the  treasury.  If  our  explanation  is  erroneous  hie 
communication  will  be  forwarded.  These  documents  were  handed  to  us  at  a  late  hour,  or 
this  explanation  would  have  been  sooner  requested. 
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sufficient  funds  to  reimburse  the  principal  and  interest,  within  a  reasonable 
time,  as  no  period  of  limitation  is  agreed  upon. 

The  property  proposed  to  be  conveyed  to  trustees  for  the  benefit  of 
subscribers  to  the  loan,  consists  of  the  following  descriptions,  to  wit: — 

First .  Two|hundred  and  thirty  thousand  acres  of  wild  uncultivated  lands, 
granted  to  the  State,  by  the  United  States,  to  aid  her  in  the  construction 
of  the  canal,  with  such  improvements  and  betterments,  if  any,  as  have 
been  made  thereon. 

Second .  All  town  lots  laid  out  upon  any  canal  lands,  belonging  to  the 
State,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  and  the  appurtenants  and  privileges 
thereto  belonging. 

Third •  All  hydraulic  power,  which  shall  be  created  by  the  construction 
of  the  canal,  its  branches,  and  feeders,  wherever  the  same  may  be. 

Fourth.  The  canal  itself,  with  its  franchise-tolls,  income,  and  privileges 
of  all  descriptions. 

Such  is  the  general  character  of  the  property  proposed  to  be  conveyed, 
and  to  place  upon  it  a  reliable  estimate  to  ascertain  the  revenue  and  in¬ 
come  which  may  be  derived  from  it,  and  to  fix  the  time  when  a  given 
amount  will  be  realized,  is  a  task  surrounded  with  obstacles  difficult  to  sur¬ 
mount. 

The  canal  is  one  hundred  miles  long,  sixty  feet  wide,  and  six  feet  deep. 
Nearly  five  millions  of  dollars  have  been  expended  upon  its  construction; 
and,  unless  rash  and  erroneous  councils  prevailed  when  the  enterprise  was 
commenced,  this  fact  alone  would  seem  to  warrant  the  belief,  that  the 
work  when  finished,  must  be  worth  $1,600,000. 

But  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  region  of  country  in  all  directions 
from  the  canal  is  new,  being  ten  years  ago  chiefly  possessed  and  enjoyed 
by  the  aborigines;  and  that  the  work  was  not  begun,  to  relieve  the  wants 
of  existing  population,  wealth,  and  industry:  but  in  anticipation  of  these 
essential  elements  of  commercial  activity,  and  with  the  hope  of  combin¬ 
ing  them  rapidly,  by  a  union  of  extraordinary  advantages. 

The  enterprise  was  not,  therefore,  undertaken  with  reference  to  a  pres¬ 
ent,  but  to  a  prospective  state  of  things,  which  was  to  be  created,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  by  the  influence  of  the  work  itself.  Population,  it 
was  hoped,  would  flow  in,  the  lands  be  purchased,  industry  follow,  and  a 
prosperous  community  be  created,  which  would  fill  the  territory  with 
wealth,  and  load  the  canal  with  the  abundant  products  of  a  fertile  soil. 

These  results,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  State, 
and  the  suspension  of  the  work,  have,  to  a  limited  extent,  been  realized; 
but  the  population  is  still  sparse,  and  the  land  only  beginning  to  be  culti¬ 
vated.  Things  are  probably  as  promising  as  could  have  been  reasonably 
anticipated;  but  this  aspect  of  the  country  proves  very  clearly,  that  coming 
events  rest  so  entirely  upon  things  future  and  contingent,  that  our  esti¬ 
mates  of  the  value  of  lands,  hydraulic  power,  town  lots,  and  the  income 
of  the  canal,  must  be  derived  chiefly  from  hypothetical  premises,  for  signs 
rather  than  clear  manifestation,  are  open  to  our  limited  vision.  Guided 
thereby,  such  facts  as  exist,  and  such  light  as  is  shed  upon  the  future,  we 
will  communicate  our  views  upon  the  several  classes  of  property  propos¬ 
ed  to  be  pledged,  beginning  with  the 
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Lands . 


The  United  States,  to  encourage  the  early  and  certain  construction  of 
the  canal,  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approv¬ 
ed  the  day  of  A.  D.  18  ,  the  alternate  sections  of  the  public 

lands,  included  within  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  proposed  canal, 
through  its  whole  extent. 

To  render  intelligible  the  maps  and  language  employed  in  speaking  of 
titles  acquired  to  the  public  lands,  a  brief  explanation  of  the  general  sys¬ 
tem,  which  has  been  long  pursued,  is  necessary. 

The  title  to  public  lands  is  in  the  United  States;  and  when  it  is  deemed 
expedient  to  bring  any  district  of  unsettled  country  into  market,  it  is  sur¬ 
veyed  into  townships  of  six  miles  square,  which  are  laid  off  from  a  base 
line  which  has  been  accurately  established.  These  townships  are  again 
subdivided  into  thirty-six  lots,  of  one  mile  square,  which  are  uniformly 
numbered  from  one  to  thirty-six  inclusive,  and  called  sections.  The  sec¬ 
tions  are  again  subdivided  into  halves,  quarters,  eights  and  sixteenths. — 
Thus  the  public  domain,  before  a  sale,  is  always  divided  into  lots  of  610 
acres,  called  sections;  320  acres,  called  half  sections;  1  (>0  acres  called 
quarter  sections;  80  acres,  called  half  quarter  sections,  and  40  acres,  call¬ 
ed  quarter-quarter  sections;  and  a  purchaser  may  buy  any  of  the  sections 
or  tractions  which  arc  offered  for  sale.  An  inspection  of  the  map  will 
show,  that  the  townships  are  readily  ascertained  by  numbers,  inscribed 
upon  the  base  line,  and  a  line  at  right  angles  therewith,  which  indicates 
the  range  of  the  township.  The  advantage  of  the  system  is,  that  any 
township,  section,  or  legal  fraction  of  a  section,  may  be  identified  with 
certainty,  if  the  number  of  the  townships,  the  number  of  the  range  of  the 
township,  and  the  number  of  the  section  be  known. 

All  public  lands  are  first  offered  for  sale  at  auction,  but  the  minimum 
price  per  acre,  established  by  law,  being  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  the  pur¬ 
chaser  must  bid  over  that  sum.  After  a  district  has  been  thus  offered  for 
sale,  what  remains  unsold,  which  is  usually  much  the  greater  portion,  is 
then  open  to  entry  by  any  person.  An  entry  is  made,  by  selecting  and 
paying  for  the  land,  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  and  having  the 
purchase  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  land  office.  This,  for  all  practical 
purp  iscs,  is  esteemed  a  perfect  title,  though  a  patent,  under  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  afterwards  issues. 

The  lands  upon  the  canal  were  surveyed,  and  divided  in  this  manner; 
and  in  the  partition  of  sections,  the  State  took  the  odd,  and  the  United 
States  the  even  numbers. 

I  he  latter  have  conveyed  most  of  theirs,  while  the  former  still  holds 
230,000  acres. 

In  considering  the  value  of  the  property  proposed  to  be  pledged,  we  are 
necessarily  reminded,  that  these  lands  constitute  a  material  portion  of  if; 
and  with  this  conviction  resting  upon  us,  we  have  devoted  as  much  at¬ 
tention  to  this  branch  of  the  subject,  as  circumstances  would  allow.  The 
tract  is  a  hundred  miles  long  and  ten  wide.  If  we  had  atlemptcd  to  ex¬ 
amine  it  in  detail,  and  to  classify  its  qualities,  assigning  to  each  its  rela¬ 
tive  value,  it  would  have  employed  us  for  months,  without  leading  to  any 
results  which  would  hare  been  an  equivalent  for  the  labor  and  expense. 

We,  however,  did  examine  not  only  these  lands,  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  by  passing  over  them  in  our  varied  excursion,  but  much  of  the  adja* 
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cent  country,  with  a  view  1o  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  character  of  the 
territory  generally,  that  we  might  form  some  just  estimate  of  its  value 
and  growing  importance. 

From  the  information  thus  obtained,  we  feel  ourselves  justified  in  draw* 
ing  the  following  conclusions. 

First.  That  the  district  of  country  which  embraces  the  canal  is  filling 
up  with  settlers,  and  improving  as  rapidly  as  could  be  reasonably  expec¬ 
ted,  cultivation  having  fust  cbmmenced  onlv  about  ten  years  ago. 

Second.  That  notwithstanding  this  .proof  of  prosperity,  by  iar  the  lar¬ 
ger  portion  of  the  soil  is  unimproved. 

Third.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  own  large  tracts  open 
to  entry  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  which  are  not  remote  from  the 
line  of  the  canal.  \ 

Fouith .  That  purchasers,  having  an  eye  upon  the  supposed  influence 
of  an  improved  navigation  upon  the  value  of  real  estate,  entered,  and  still 
hold,  large  tracts  of  government  lands,  which  are  believed  to  be  within 
the  sphere  of  that  influence,  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  work  for  a 
belter  market. 

Fifth.  That  lands  represented  to  he  of  good  quality,  favorably  situated, 
and  partially  improved,  with  buildings,  in  some  instances,  upon  them, 
are  ad vertised  for  sale  in  the  newspapers  at  from  two  to  three  dollars  per 


acre. 

Sixth.  That  the  quality  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  is  sim  lar, 
and,  apparently,  no  better,  than  that  of  the  adjacent  country. 

From  these  considerations  we  are  brought  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  the 
canal  lands  shall,  at  a  future  day,  command  a  greater  price  than  others,  or 
even  than  the  tracts  of  the  government  which  are  now  open  to  entry,  it 
must  he  chiefly  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  canal.  That  an  improved 
navigation  will  affect  the  value,  wc  do  not  doubt;  but  before  enquiring  in¬ 
to  the  extent  of  such  an  influence,  we  will  describe  with  more  particular¬ 
ity  the  character  and  condition  of  the  soil,  and  its  capacities  lor  cultiva¬ 
tion,  noting  those  circumstances  which  appear  to  us  to  invite  purchas¬ 
ers. 

Thev  may  be  classed  in  three  natural  divisions,  which  will  indicate 
their  prominent  characteristics. 


First : — Bottoms . 


These  are  the  basins  of  the  stream  -,  which  are  almost  uniformly  con¬ 
siderably  depressed  below  the  ordinary  level  of  the  surrounding  country, 
and  resemble  deep  and  broad  excavations  along  the  lowest  parts  of  which 
the  streams  flow,  leaving  on  each  side,  between  them  and  the  banks, 
which  are  called  bluffs,  a  tract  of  alluvial  deposit,  called,  in  the  language 
of  the  West,  bottoms.  These  bottoms,  upon  the  larger  streams,  arc  often 
extensive;  and,  in  the  low  parts,  subject  to  periodical  inundations,  while 
the  more  elevated  portions  are  exempt  from  it. 

For  more  than  eighty  miles,  the  c  anal  is  located  in  the  valley  of  the 
Des  Plaines  and  Illinois  rivers;  which  have  a  basin  of  this  description, 
averaging,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  wide,  and  constitutes  the  greater  portion  of  the  canal  land  ot  this 
description. 


12 


(324) 

Some  portions  of  it  are  of  superior  quality ;  while,  in  other  places,  it  is 
marsh,  or  the  deposite  upon  the  surface  of  the  rock,  too  thin  to  be  val¬ 
uable. 

Second: — Timber. 

Such  portions  of  the  country  as  are  clothed  with  trges,  are  called  tim¬ 
ber  lands. 

The  face  of  the  earthy  in  this'  respect,  presents  an  aspect  peculiar  to 
this  region.  There  are  no  ranges  of  forest;  but  the  bottom  lands  and 
bluffs  are  generally  covered  with  ancient  trees;  in  some  places  resembling 
the  thick  growth  of  the  forest,  in  others,  having  the  appearance  of  great 
natural  parks. 

The  timber,  also,  frequently  extends  back  from  the  bluffs,  some  distance 
upon  the  table  land.  The  trees,  following  the  course  of  the  streams,  des¬ 
ignate  their  winding,  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  as  far  as  the  vision  can 
reach.  In  addition  to  this,  there  are  upon  the  prairies  isolated  patches 
of  wood,  of  all  sizes,  from  a  cluster  of  trees  to  many  acres,  which  are  call¬ 
ed  groves.  The  inadequate  supply  of  timber,  however,  makes  the  wood 
land  of  comparatively  great  value  to  the  settler. 

T  hird : — Prairie. 

There  are  some  bottom  prairies  of  considerable  extent,  and  generally 
of  great  fertility,  but  as  they  are  not  sufficiently  large  or  numerousto  merit 
a  separate  classification,  we  shall  now  speak  of  the  high,  ordinary  prai¬ 
ries  which  constitutes  the  greater  portion  of  a  very  extensive  region  of 
country.  From  the  bottoms,  the  traveller  rises  by  a  steep  ascent  to  the 
tops  of  the  bluffs,  where  the  table  land  is  spread  out,  and  passing  through 
the  timber,  his  eye  often  wanders  over  the  denuded,  smooth  and  gently 
undulating  surface  of  the  boundless  solitary  prairie,  covered  with  grass 
and  flowers  peculiar  to  itself.  Not  a  bush,  or  tree,  relieves  the  uniformi¬ 
ty  of  the  landscape,  unless  some  grove,  or  stream  intervenes,  imprinting 
upon  the  sky,  the  blue  outline  of  the  tree  tops. 

Some  of  the  largest  tracts,  over  which  we  passed,  were  one  broad  out¬ 
stretched  solitude,  having  for  many  miles  no  note  of  human  presence,  or 
mark  of  civilization,  but  were  a  rich,  boundless,  luxurious  pasture,  as  mild 
and  picturesque  as  the  deer  that  bound  over  it. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  this  remarkable  region,  which  resembles  a 
territory  once  cultivated,  but  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants. 

It  is  chiefly  valued  for  its  agricultural  resources,  and  as  this  feature 
will  for  some  years  to  come,  be  the  principal  object  of  attraction,  we  will 
state  some  of  the  causes  which  will  hasten,  and  some  which  will  retard 
the  progress  of  settlement. 

The  principal  circumstances  which  allure  emigrants  are  the  following: 

First .  The  soil,  which  is  as  black  as  coal-dust,  is  represented  by  the 
cultivators  as  being  generally  deep,  strong,  and  highly  productive,  yield¬ 
ing  bountiful  crops,  with  little  labor  and  small  expense. 

Second.  The  best  of  land  may  be  purchasechaT  very  moderate  prices. 
Indeed,  it  is  manifest,  that  the  surplus  earnings  of  an  industrious  laborer 
will  make  him  the  owner  of  a  large  farm. 
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Third,  The  vast  luxurious  prairies,  except  the  inconsiderable  portion, 
which  is  enclosed,  are  enjoyed  as  a  common  property  by  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants;  and  yield  grass,  both  for  pasturage  and  hay,  in  unlimited  quantities. 
The  raising  and  keeping  of  stock,  is  consequently  attended  with  little 
expense  beyond  making  hay  for  winter,  and  every  farmer  may  multiply 
his  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  &c.,  without  fear  of  overstocking  this  boundless 
range  of  pasturage,  or  taxing  its  powers  of  production  beyond  its  capacity. 
It  is  difficult  to  over-estimate  the  value  of  such  a  privilege,  or  the  influ¬ 
ence  it  may  have  upon  the  prosperity  of  an  industrious  people;  but  we 
feel  assured  that  in  no  country,  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  can  pro¬ 
visions,  grain,  wool,  &c»,  be  produced  with  so  little  labor  and  expense. 

Fourth .  The  land  is  ready  for  the  plough,  and  can  be  converted  into  a 
mellow  field,  with  as  much  facility  as  any  green  sward.  The  farmer  may, 
therefore,  at  once  commence  a  profitable  cultivation,  without  the  op¬ 
pressive  and  discouraging  toil  of  clearing  away  timber,  and  gradually  re¬ 
deeming  his  land  from  the  dominion  of  stumps  and  roots.  Nature  has 
planted  in  the  soil  no  such  obstacles  to  its  cultivation;  and  as  she  provides 
him  with  the  best  of  pastures,  he  has  no  occasion  to  enclose  more 
acres  than  he  tills,  or  to  own  more  than  are  necessary  for  this  purpose, 
and  for  fuel,  lumber,  and  fencing  materials. 

Fifth .  Such  farmers  as  we  conversed  with,  concur  in  the  opinion, 
that  a  laborer  of  ordinary  diligence  may  cultivate  and  secure  the  crops 
upon  fifty  acres  of  such  land. 

Sixth.  While  in  new  countries  generally,  the  settler  is  subjected  to 
great  expense,  and  inconvenience  from  the  almost  impassable  character 
of  the  highways;  the  prairies  are  ordinarily  so  smooth  and  dry,  that  with 
the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  frosty  season,  and  occasionally  miry 
places  they  afford  the  best  of  highways,  without  any  working  or  expense, 
and  the  farmer  finds  an  easy  and  safe  transit  to  market  with  his  produce. 

Such  are  some  of  the  leading  characteristics,  not  only  of  the  canal 
lands,  but  a  very  extensive  region,  and  such  the  allurements  which  invite 
the  agriculturalist  to  establish  himself  upon  them.  We  will  now  advert 
to  some  less  favourable  features,  which  may  be  reckoned  among  the  dis¬ 
couraging  circumstances. 

First.  There  is  a  deficiency  of  timber  for  fuel,  fences,  and  lumber, 
which  is  not  as  yet  seriously  felt;  but  when  a  more  dense  population 
fills  up  the  vacant  territory,  the  want  of  timber  will  become  a  serious  in¬ 
convenience,  unless  special  attention  is  early  bestowed  upon  its  perserva- 
tion  and  cultivation.  The  fires  are  now  permitted  to  sweep  annually 
over  the  prairies,  and  to  destroy  the  young  growth  wherever  it  starts,  but 
should  it  be  protected  from  this  adversary,  the  rich  soil  would  soon  fur¬ 
nish  forests  adequate  to  all  reasonable  demands. 

Second.  While  we  heard  little  complaint  of  the  want  of  water,  we 
did  not  fail  to  notice  a  seeming  deficiency.  In  our  excursions,  we  sever¬ 
al  times  rode  many  miles  without  meeting  with  sufficient  to  water  our 
horses;  and  it  seems  to  us,  that  if  running  streams  were  more  numerous, 
they  would  add  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  land. 

Third.  The  products  of  labour  are  subjected  to  a  long  and  expensive 
transportation  before  they  reach  a  market,  and  consequently  command 
very  moderate  prices.  Wheat  is  estimated  at  fifty  cents  a  bushel;  beef 
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and  pork  at  about  two  dollars  per  cwt. ;  and  other  agricultural  products 
in  the  same  ratio. 

Fourth,  The  debt,  and  embarrassed  finances  of  the  State,  arc  suppos¬ 
ed  to  have  checked  considerabl  v  the  progress  of  population,  by  diverting 
the  current  of  emigration  into  districts  exempt  from  such  difficulties. 

These  are  the  material  circumstanceshaving  a  bearing  upon  the  in¬ 
crease  of  population  and  the  sale  ol  land,  which  seem  to  us  to  deserve 
notice;  and  we  have  placed  the  advantages  and  objections  in  contrast, 
that  they  may  be  justly  estimated,  independent  of  the  influence  of  the 
canal;  because  we  wish  it  may  appear  as  distinctly  as  possible  how  far  a 
good  navigation  to  tide  water,  both  south  and  east  will  be  likely  to  over¬ 
come,  or  to  modify  the  obstacles  to  improvement,  so  as  to  add  materially 
to  the  value  of  the  land. 

The  alternate  sections  granted  by  the  United  States  amounted  to 
280,045  acres,  which  are  classed  and  estimated  by  the  Commissioner, 
General  Fry,  as  follows,  to  vvit: 


Prairie,  first  rate, 

1 1 3,285 

acres 

at 

$8  per  acre, 

-  $900,280 

Do. 

second  rate, 

65,451 

acres 

at 

6 

do 

392,/ 06 

Do. 

third  rate, 

25,745 

acres 

at 

4 

do 

102,980 

Do. 

waste. 

10,549 

acres 

at 

0 

do 

000,000 

Timber,  first  rate, 

31,400 

acres 

at 

15 

do 

471,000 

Do. 

second  rate, 

24,38(3 

acres 

at 

12 

do 

29*2, t  32 

Do. 

third  rate, 

8,238 

acres 

at 

9 

do 

73,872 

Total  270,024  acres.?  $2,230,470 

The  classification  of  the  Commissioner  with  his  certificate  will  be  here* 
unto  annexed. 

We  collected  the  above  results  from  it,  and  although  the  quantity  of 
land  in  the  aggregate  falls  short  of  the  23  3,045  acres,  yet  we  do  not  deem 
this  of  sufficient  importance  to  remit  the  document  to  Illinois  for  revision. 
This  estimate  and  classification  embraces  the  whole  quantity,  while  only 
230,000  are  alledgcd  to  remain  unsold,  10,549  acres  of  which  are  repre¬ 
sented  to  he  refuse,  and  of  no  present  value,  leaving  210,451  aefes  to  be 
pledged,  which  are  supposed  to  be  valuable.  Wc  have  no  means  of 
determining  what  quantity  of  the  above  descriptions  have  been  sold,  nor 
is  it  very  material  to  possess  exact  information  in  that  particular. 

The  map,  however,  which  we  shall  transmit  will,  by  the  coloring, 
shew  every  lot  which  has  been  conveyed.  A  reference  to  these  docu¬ 
ments  drawn  up  and  certified  bv  an  officer  having  a  much  belter  knowl- 
edge  of  the  subject  than  it  is  possible  for  us  to  possess,  supersedes  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  our  entering  into  a  more  detailed  analysis. 

We  would  remark,  however,  that  our  own  obser  vations  had  led  us  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  large  portion  of  the  land  might,  in  comparison  with 
other  tracts  in  this  fertile  region,  be  esteemed  of  good,  fair  quality,  easily 
cultivated  and  too  inviting  to  be  left  long  neglected,  but  without  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  canal,  having  no  qualities  or  advantages,  which  can  give  to 
most  of  it  a  decided  superiority  over  other  lands. 

But  the  object  in  opening  a  canal  is  to  diminish  the  expense  of  trans- 


15  (3*27) 

portalion,  which  is  the  burden  that  weighs  most  heavily  upon  the  suc¬ 
cess  and  prosperity  of  agricultural  and  other  labor. 

That  such  a  highway  in  connexion  with  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
M  •ssissippi  and  the  Lakes  will  diminish  both  the  charges  upon  exports 
and  imports  is  quite  certain.  Agricultural  products  will  find  their  way  to 
the  Atlantic,  markets  at  less  expense,  and  yield  a  greater  profit;  lumber 
and  other  merchandize  will  be  transported  lor  less  freight  and  come 
cheaper,  to  the  consumer. 

It  is  equally  clear,  that  the  nearer  the  farmer  is  to  good  navigation, 
the  greater  will  be  the  profits  which  he  must  realize  from  the  diminished 
expense  of  transportation. 

The  canal  lands  being  either  upon  the  line  of  navigation  or  within 
five  miles  of  it,  must  receive  an  impulse  from  advantages  which  will  in¬ 
crease  their  value. 

To  what  extent  this  combination  of  favorable  circumstances  will  at¬ 
tract  capital  and  population  towards  these  lands,  is  a  question  which  can 
only  be  answered  by  conjecture.  Should,  however,  the  canal  be  com¬ 
plete!  we  are  satisfied  that  it  must  bring  with  it  advantages  of  such  a  de¬ 
cided  character  as  to  raise  the  value  of  these  lands  materially  above  that 
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of  more  remote  territory.  Still  in  estimating  them  we  shall  keep  within 
what  we  deem  to  be  the  limits  of  prudence,  not  forgetting,  that  govern¬ 
ment  lands  here,  and  elsewhere,  may  always  be  had  at  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter  per  acre,  and  that  individuals  may  also  be  induced  to  part  with 
theirs  at  moderate  prices,  which  must  necessarily  have  a  great  influence 
in  determining  the  value  of  real  estate  designed  for  agricultural  purposes, 
as  the  extent  of  country  thus  open  to  sale,  and  not  dissimilar  in  its  general 
characteristics  to  the  canal  lands,  is  almost  boundless. 

Having  now  noticed  all  those  matters  which  seem  to  us  to  have  an 
important  bearing  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  having  deliberated 
upon  them,  it  only  remains  for  us  to  state  such  opinions  as  we  have  been 
able  to  form  upon  matters  which  arc  necessarily  involved  in  uncertainty, 
and  they  arc  as  follows: 

First .  The  canal,  if  completed,  will  afford  such  facilities  for  transporta¬ 
tion,  that  it  will  attract  to  its  banks  both  capital  and  population. 

Second.  That  the  lands  of  the  Stale  arc  so  favorably  situated  that  their 
value  will  be  enhanced,  and  will  tor  a  long  period  continue  to  increase, 
and  they  will,  if  the  sales  are  judiciously  conducted,  yield  a  large 
revenue. 

Third .  That  the  causes  which  will  produce  this  result,  must  necessa¬ 
rily  act  gradually,  it  is  a  question  of  time,  rather  than  of  fact,  whi  ther 
the  lands  will  reach  in  value  the  high  estimate  which  has  been  placed 
upon  them. 

tourth .  That  we  consider  it  to  be  a  just  and  fair  presumption ,  if  the 
canal  shall  be  completed,  that  they  will  then  be  worth  '$1/200,0(10,  and, 
if  gradually  sold  as  the  demand  for  them  shall  increase,  that  their  value 
will  be  much  greater. 

We  are  aware  that  we  may  be  misled  in  our  estimate  of  coming  events, 
but  we  shall  be  disappointed,  if  the  value  of 'this  property  should  /all  below 
ojr  appraisal,  while  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  should  exceed  it. 
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We  annex  No.  5,  a  document  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office, 
showing  the  quantity  of  land  in  his  district  for  sale,  and  the  quantity 
sold  in  1843.  The  latter  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  progress  of 
settlement.  We  add  also  a  report  of  the  Commissioner,  General  Fry, 
upon  the  quantity,  quality,  and  value  of  the  canal  lands,  numbered  6. 
We  also  forward  a  map  of  the  whole  tract  of  land,  shewing  every  section 
and  its  relative  position  to  the  canal,  and  the  site  of  every  lock  and  town. 
The  colouring  shews  also  every  lot  which  has  been  sold,  and  the  figures 
the  price  obtained,’  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  for  a  part  of  these  lots 
canal  paper  was  received  inpayment,  which  is  much  depreciated  below 
the  value  of  gold  and  silver.  This  map  is  designed  to  give  an  accurate 
view  of  the  lands,  the  works,  the  town  sites,  &c.,  and  is  contained  in 
a  tin  case.  The  map  is  numbered  7. 

We  will  next  take  under  consideration  that  class  of  property  denomi¬ 
nated 

Town  Lois  and  Hydraulic  Power . 

A  little  explanation  is  necessary  to  show  how  such  property  came  to  be 
connected  with  the  canal.  The  State  being  the  owner  of  the  alternate 
sections  of  land,  appears  to  have  early  adopted  the  policy  of  raising  rev¬ 
enue  to  construct  the  canal,  not  only  from  the  sale  of  the  lands,  but  by 
the  increase  of  their  value  at  certain  points,  by  making  town  sites  and  by 
creating  a  large  hydraulic  power,  which  was  supposed  to  be  needed,  as 
the  natural  supplies  of  water  which  could  be  applied  to  this  purpose  in 
the  vicinity  were  small. 

In  prosecuting  this  combined  policy  of  making  a  canal  and  increasing 
her  resources,  the  State  seems  to  have  considered  the  land  at  Chicago  and 
La  Salle  the  termini,  as  important,  from  the  probability,  that  the  increase 
of  business  would  give  to  these  places  a  commercial  importance  which 
would  make  lots  valuable.  She,  therefore,  terminated  the  canal  at  each 
place  on  a  section  of  her  own  land,  and  laid  the  same  out  for  building  lots. 

Some  just  estimate  of  the  success  of  this  part  of  the  plan  may  be  formed, 
when  we  state  that  Chicago  is  a  port  upon  the  Lake,  and  a  principal  point 
of  commercial  operations.  It  is  now  a  city  of  considerable  magnitude 
and  rapidly  increasing.  But  the  terminus  of  the  canal  is  a  mile  or  more 
from  the  port,  and  yet  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  land  be¬ 
tween  the  two  points  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  become  valuable, 
and  command  prices  which  will  justify  the  plan  which  has  been  pursued 
in  arranging  it  for  sale.  La  Salle  is  wholly  created  by  the  canal,  but  as 
it  must  be  a  point  of  transhipment,  and  as  extensive  arrangements  are 
made  there  by  the  State  for  the  accommodation  of  water-craft,  as  well 
as  for  the  erection  of  warehouses;  and  as  it  must  also  become  the  place  of 
shipment  for  the  district  of  the  country  around  it,  it  seems  to  us  to  have 
advantages  which  time  will  develope,  and  which  will  prove  that  the 
spot  is  well  selected  for  a  town;  and  that  the  State  might  with  propriety 
anticipate  an  extra  price  for  the  land. 

In  regard  to  the  water  power,  the  object  appears  to  have  been  two¬ 
fold — first,  to  introduce  the  water,  because  it  was  needed  for  this  purpose; 
and  second,  to  give  increased  value  to  the  land,  wherever  it  should  be 
employed  upon  the  canal. 
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The  Lake  as  has  been  stated  was  to  be  an  inexhaustible  feeder  to  sup¬ 
ply  mills  at  Lockport,  and  thence  down  the  line,  wherever  there  might  be 
a  lockage,  as  far  as  Ottawa,  where  the  Fox  river  is  introduced  by  a  feeder. 
The  fall  at  Lockport,  is  twenty  feet,  and  at  Ottawa  about  thirty,  at  both 
of  which  places  it  was  supposed  towns  would  grow  up,  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  trade  of  the  canal  and  of  the  use  of  the  hydraulic  power,  and 
consequently  a  section  of  land,  at  each  place  was  laid  out  for  that  purpose. 
The  locks  are  also,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  it,  located  upon  the 
land  of  the  State,  with  the  same  hope  of  profit  in  view. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  name  all  the  points  where  this  combined  policy 
was  designed  to  apply,  but  we  may  remark,  that  the  plan  was  compre¬ 
hensive  in  character,  and  would  in  process  of  time,  have  made  this  valley 
the  theatre  of  active  business.  The  works  have  hitherto  been  prosecuted 
with  a  view  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  extensive  arrangements  have 
been  made  at  Lockport,  Joliet,  Ottawa,  &c.  for  that  purpose.  Whether 
the  finances  of  the  State  justified  so  comprehensive  a  scheme  of  improve¬ 
ments,  involving  necessarily  a  very  great  expenditure,  and  whether  a 
plan  better  suited  to  the  times,  and  the  ability  of  the  State,  might  not  have 
been  adopted,  are  questions  which  we  have  no  occasion  to  consider. 

We  find  the  works  at  most  places  far  advanced  towards  completion, 
and  probably  incapable  of  much  modification  without  more  injury  than 
benefit,  whatever  may  be  the  plan  of  future  operations. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  abandon  the  Lake  as  a  feeder,  and  to  raise  the 
level  of  the  summit  eight  feet,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  deep  cutting. 

This  puts  a  new  face  upon  the  whole  plan  of  policy,  excepting  so  far  as 
regards  Ottawa,  for  new  sources  of  water  must  be  sought,  both  for  navi¬ 
gation  and  mill  power,  or  the  unity  of  the  scheme  must  be  relinquished. 

The  substitute  for  the  water  of  the  Lake  must  be  equally  abundant  and 
unfailing  to  be  equally  valuable;  and  if  it  fails  short  of  this  the  power  will 
be  diminished,  and  the  value  of  the  property  dependent  upon  it  im¬ 
paired. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  rivers  Fox,  Calumet,  and  Du  Page, 
may  all  be  introduced  upon  the  summit,  and  the  Kankakee  upon  the 
level,  next  below  Joliet.  Should  the  three  first  named  be  employed  with 
adequate  feeders  to  supply  the  summit,  there  would  be  little  reason  to 
doubt,  that  in  any  ordinary  stage  of  the  water,  the  supply  would  be  ample 
for  navigation,  and  a  large  surplus  left  for  hydraulic  works,  unless  the 
navigation  and  waste  should  require  more  than  we  anticipate.  There 
would  be,  however,  this  difference  between  the  modes  of  obtaining  a  sup¬ 
ply,  that  from  the  rivers  would  be  subject  to  vary  with  seasons,  while 
that  from  the  Lake  would  be  subject  to  no  such  vicissitude.  If  the  quanti¬ 
ty  introduced  by  such  feeders  should  be  equal  to  what  could  be  drawn 
from  the  Lake,  in  other  words,  if  it  should  equal  the  capacity  of  the  canal, 
then  the  hydraulic  power  upon  the  canal  from  this  source  alone  would  be 
*?qual  to  all  that  could  have  been  obtained  from  the  Lake  while  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  Kankakee  upon  a  lower  level,  would  increase  the  power 
at  all  mill-sites  between  there  and  Ottawa,  and  there  would  thus,  by  this 
arrangement,  be  an  increase  of  power  on  the  canal,  beyond  what  the 
Lake  could  have  supplied.  In  any  ordinary  stage  of  the  water  we  see 
22 
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no  reason  to  question  this  result;  for  the  Fox,  Calumet,  and  Du  Page 
would  furnish  12,000  cubit  feet  per  minute,  or  thereabouts,  which  is  the 
estimated  capacity  of  the  canal.  In  addition  to  this  the  Fox  river  will 
be  brought  in  under  a  head  of  about  thirty-six  feet,  and  all  this  power 
may  at  all  times  be  employed  for  mill  purposes,  before  it  enters  the  canal. 
The  change  of  plan  will,  therefore,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  give  a 
greater  power  than  that  originally  provided  for,  if  all  these  streams 
should  be  employed  as  feeders. 

The  difference  which  a  severely  dry  season  would  make  cannot  he  ac¬ 
curately  estimated,  for  the  waste  upon  so  long  a  feeder  as  that  of  the  Fox 
river  (32  miles)  cannot  be  ascertained  at  this  time  with  precision.  The 
capacity  of  these  streams  however,  is  such,  that  nothing  but  extreme 
drought  can  reduce  it,  so  that  the  supply  shall  not  be  equal  to  12,000 
cubic  feet  per  minute,  if  the  feeders  shall  be  capable  of  delivering  that 
quantity. 

If,  however,  the  want  of  funds  shall  render  it  necessary,  as  has  been 
suggested  to  abandon  the  Calumet,  and  to  rely  upon  the  Fox  and  Du 
Page  to  supply  the  summit,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  power  upon 
the  canal  b<  tween  Lockport  and  Joliet  will  be  materially  impaired.  If 
the  Fox,  instead  of  the  Calumet,  should  be  abandoned,  for  the  same  rea¬ 
son,  the  quantity  of  water  would  be  still  less,  and  the  mill-power,  as  well 
as  the  navigation  of  that  feeder  lost,  as  the  Calumet  has  no  equivalent  for 
cither. 

It  seems  tons,  therefore,  inasmuch  as  a  large  sum  of  money  has  been 
expended  to  prepare  for  the  use  of  this  hydraulic  power  (to  say  nothing 
ot  other  urgent  reasons,)  exceedingly  desirable  that  all  these  rivers 
should  be  bi  ought  to  the  summit,  while  their  waters  can  be  obtained  with¬ 
out  any  serious  obstacle,  that  the  original  plan  n  ay  be  carried  out,  and 
the  property  of  the  State  from  Lockport  to  Joiiet  be  increased  in  value 
in  the  manner  originally  intended. 

Should  this  take  place,  there  would  seem  to  be  little  reason  to  doubt  the 
sufficiency  of  water  for  all  purposes.  And  when  we  consider  the  agri¬ 
cultural  capacities  of  the  vast  region  whose  products  may  be  borne  upon 
this  canal,  and  the  facilities  afforded  for  the  manufacture  of  flour,  and 
other  articles  in  connexion  with  the  navigation,  we  look  upon  this 
general  arrangement  for  the  creation  of  hydraulic  power,  as  having  an 
intimate  connexion  with  the  business  of  the  canal,  as  well  as  with  the  in¬ 
crease  of  population,  and  the  advancing  value  of  the  lands. 

We  are  aware  that  it  must  take  time  to  accomplish  great  ends.  But  it 
would  not  seem  to  us  extraordinary  if  the.  mill  power  on  the  banks  of  this 
canal  should  prove  to  be  a  locus  into  which  the  wheat  upon  this  long  line 
of  navigation  should  centre  from  a  great  distance,  to  be  manufactured, 
and  then  reshipped  for  a  market;  nor  would  it  be  deemed  remarkable  if 
It  should  create  other  branches  of  business,  alike  favorable  to  the  icve- 
nue  and  prosperity  of  the  canal.  Whatever  course  may  he  pursued, 
however,  in  regard  to  using  the  Calumet,  the  power  from  Joliet  south¬ 
ward  on  the  line,  will  be  quite  equal  upon  the  new,  to  what  it  would  have 
been  upon  the  old  plan. 

We  will  not  go  into  any  estimate  of  the  magnitude  of  this  power,  but 
content  ourselves  with  observing,  that  at  several  points  it  is  capable  of 
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being  made  very  great,  as  the  waters  of  three  large  rivers  may  be  com¬ 
manded.  In  urging  the  necessity  of  securing  these  feeders,  we  take  things 
as  we  find  them,  and  do  not  intend  thereby  to  approve  or  disapprove  of 
the  original  policy  of  combining  a  diversity  of  objects  in  the  enterprise* 
But  we  cannot  cast  our  thoughts  forward  into  the  future,  without  feeling 
the  conviction  that  this  water  power  will  eventually  cover  the  banks  of 
this  canal,  witn  a  great  population  and  business.  Even  this  consideration, 
however,  would  not  induce  us  to  recommend  the  construction  of  an  ex¬ 
pensive  feeder,  if  we  did  not  believe  that  the  best  interests  of  all  con¬ 
cerned  demands  a  supply  of  water  which  will  be  ample  under  any  con¬ 
tingency  that  may  occur. 

Having  stated  fully  the  original  plan  of  operations,  and  the  modifica¬ 
tions  proposed,  it  now  remains  for  us  to  make  known  the  conclusions 
which  we  have  reached  by  our  investigations.  We  are  then  of  opinion, 

First.  That  the  lands  reserved,  and  laid  out  into  city  lots  at  Chicago  and 
La  Salle,  if  brought  gradually  into  the  market,  as  the  increased  popula¬ 
tion  demands  them,  will  be  a  valuable  source  of  revenue. 

Second.  That  as  much  money  has  been  expended  in  preparing  sites  for 
the  employment  of  hydraulic  power,  and  as  the  value  of  the  town  lots 
from  Lockport  to  Joliet  inclusive,  are  chiefly  dependent  upon  its  intro¬ 
duction,  the  completion  of  the  arrangement  will  be  good  economy. 

Third.  That  ail  the  feeders  which  have  been  proposed  ought  to  be 
constructed,  as  they  will  create  a  great  and  valuable  hydraulic  power, 
which,  when  brought  into  use,  will  add  to  the  business  and  revenue  of  the 
cana1,  as  well  as  promote  the  increase  of  capital  and  population. 

Fourth.  That  although  we  have  not  the  presumption  to  estimate  in  dol¬ 
lars  the  value  of  property  dependent  upon  as  many  contingencies  as  this 
is,  yet  it  appears  to  us,  that  its  location,  the  arrangements  made  in  regard 
to  it,  and  its  connexion  with  navigation  are  all  circumstances  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  invite  population  and  capital  to  the  banks  of  the  canal;  and  it 
seems  to  us  that  it  can  scarcely  fail  to  have  an  important  value,  if  managed 
with  judgment  and  sagacity;  we  therefore  give  it  as  our  opinion,  that  it 
constitutes  a  substantial  item  of  the  property  pledged;  and  may  be  safe¬ 
ly  regarded  as  having  an  intrinsic  importance,  which  will  keep  pace  with 
any  growth  of  the  country  that  may  be  realized. 

In  addition  to  the  general  map  of  the  canal  territory,  we  had  prepared 
in  connexion  with  it,  maps  severally  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  the 
towns  of  Lockport,  Ottawa  and  La  Salle,  exhibiting  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  laid  out,  and  both  the  lots  sold  and  unsold.  They  are 
together  in  one  cover  numbered  eight. 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  lands,  town  lots,  and  hydraulic  power,  it  re¬ 
mains  to  offer  such  remarks  as  seem  to  be  important  in  regard  to  the 

Canal ,  and  its  probable  income. 

It  would  be  a  profitless  labor  to  do  more  than  to  state  the  probable 
sources  of  business.  All  estimates  of  income  from  projected  works  must 
necessarily  be  uncertain,  as  they  rest  on  hypothesis.  In  most  cases  it 
can  be  distinctly  seen  than  an  improved  mode  of  transportation  will 
command  the  trade  of  a  given  territory,  and  its  amount  can  be  ascer- 
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tained  with  reasonable  certainty,  but  in  the  case  before  us,  these  usual 
elements  of  computation  furnish  little  aid  in  guiding  us  to  satisfactory 
results. 

The  country  is  sufficiently  extensive  and  fertile  to  be  capable  of  fur¬ 
nishing  a  vast  amount  of  products  for  transportation,  but  its  resources  are 
too  imperfectly  developed  to  constitute  a  basis  for  reliable  estimates  of 
its  future  business. 

The  canal  must  depend  very  much  upon  the  productive  power  and 
the  wants  of  the  territory  on  each  side  of  it,  and  on  each  side  of  the 
river  from  Chicago  to  St.  Louis,  which  may  be  considered  for  many  pur¬ 
poses  its  commercial  termini.  St.  Louis  is  most  favorably  situated  near 
the  junction  of  the  great  water  highways  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  from  its  central  position  must  become  a  great  commercial  point. 
Chicago,  though  enjoying  less  natural  advantages,  stands  at  the  point 
where  the  lake  and  river  navigation  are  to  be  united,  in  a  country  of 
great  capabilites,  and  will  soon  become  a  city  of  large  trade.  This  entire 
district  of  four  hundred  miles  in  extent,  with  some  unimportant  excep¬ 
tions,  has  been  opened  to  settlement  within  a  few  years,  and  its  power  of 
production  is  only  beginning  to  be  disclosed,  while  the  history  of  the 
West  proves  that  the  increase  of  population  is  rapid  and  certain;  yet 
this  circumstance  is  manifestly  surrounded  with  other  considerations  and 
contingencies  which  render  it  an  unsuitable  basis  for  estimates  of  business, 
which  may  be  relied  upon.  We  can  distinctly  see  that  the  time  will 
come  when  this  inland  line  of  communication  will  become  the  channel  of 
a  vast  trade,  and  that  such  a  period  is  not  remote;  but  we  cannot  with 
equal  confidence  declare  what  results  the  progress  of  improvement  will 
mature  in  three  or  five  years. 

There  are  other  facts,  however,  besides  the  extent  and  fertility  of  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal,  which  have  a  bearing  upon  the 
question.  The  canal  is  situated  upon  the  summit,  between  the  tide  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  river  at  the  south,  and  the  tide  waters  of  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  and  Hudson  rivers  at  the  north-east  and  east.  The  union  of  these 
several  points  is  now,  or  will  be  fully  completed  before  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  work  is  finished.  This  is  a  fact  of  singular  and  striking  interest. 
Produce  may  be  placed  upon  this  canal  descend  by  lakes  Michigan  and 
Eric,  pass  through  the  Welland  canal  and  lake  Ontario,  and  then  descen¬ 
ding  the  Rideau  canal  or  the  river  St.  Lawrence  enter  the  markets  of 
Canada;  or  entering  Oswego  on  lake  Ontario,  it  may  pass  to  tide  waters  at 
Albany  on  the  Hudson  river;  or  may  at  the  foot  of  lake  Erie  be  transfer¬ 
red  to  the  Erie  canal,  and  reach  t lie  Hudson  through  this  channel. 

Canada  is  evidently  preparing,  at  a  great  expense,  to  be  the  competi¬ 
tor  of  the  northern  cities  of  the  United  States  for  ihe  trade  of  the  Lakes. 
The  Welland  canal  uniting  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  as  well  as  the  works 
round  the  rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  upon  a  great  scale,  designed  to 
pass  vessels  of  a  large  class  and  to  accommodate  a  great  trade.  If  the 
policy,  which  has  for  some  time  been  gradually  developing  itself  of  ob¬ 
taining,  through  this  channel,  provisions  and  bread  stuffs  for  the  supply  of 
Engl  ■  nd.  grown  in  the  United  States,  but  assuming  in  their  transit  the 
chara  erof  colonial  products,  shall  be  so  matured,  as  to  open  a  market  in 
Canat  \  for  such  agricultural  commodities,  that  circumstance  may  have 
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a  material  influence  on  the  interests  of  this  canal,  as  such  a  trade  may 
penetrate  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  attract  its  products  through 
this  avenue,  from  points  that  are  now  considered  too  remote  to  look  to 
the  northern  route  for  a  market. 

Independent,  however,  of  these  considerations,  the  markets  of  New 
York  and  Boston  will,  at  all  times,  attract  a  very  large  amount  of  provis¬ 
ions,  flour  and  wool,  to  supply  the  demands  in  the  north  and  east;  for  such 
products,  and  the  lake  route,  both  from  its  proximity  and  the  favourable 
character  of  the  climate,  will  be  the  channel  through  which  a  large  share 
of  the  business  will  flow. 

This  trade  will,  also  be  encouraged  by  the  fact,  that  the  several  routes 
to  tide-water,  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  by  Oswego  on  lake  Ontario, 
and  by  Buffalo  on  lake  Erie,  will  be  competitors  for  the  traffic  and 
transportation,  which,  probably,  will  have  a  serious  influence  on  the 
price  of  freights.  The  great  Erie  canal  is  now  undergoing  an  enlarge¬ 
ment,  which  will  also  tend  to  reduce  freights,  and  make  it  a  stronger 
and  more  powerful  competitor  to  the  Canadian  trade. 

While  these  advantages  and  this  choice  of  markets  will  invite  the 
trade  to  pass  through  the  Lakes,  produce  may,  if  the  interest  of  the  own¬ 
ers  shall  be  better  subserved,  by  such  a  course  descend  from  the  canal  in  a 
southern  direction,  by  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  New  Orleans, 
and  from  thence,  by  sea,  to  Cuba,  the  northern  ports  or  elsewhere. 

A  combination  ot  such  unusual  facilities,  enjoyed  by  an  extensive  and 
fertile  territory,  cannot  fail  to  hasten  the  development  of  its  resources, 
and  to  make  this  canal  the  medium  of  a  great  and  permanent  trade. 

The  southern  and  northern  routes  must  necessarily  become  competitors 
for  the  trade,  upon  this  immense  line  of  navigation;  and  the  point  where 
the  ground  will  be  undisputed,  will  depend  upon  the  kind  of  merchan¬ 
dize  and  the  charges  for  freight.  Some  productions  of  the  north  will  be 
in  constant  demand  at  the  south,  while  some  productions  of  the  south 
will  find  an  unfailing  market  in  the  north,  but  those  commodities 
which  are  destined  to  reach  tide-water,  will  take  that  direction  which  will 
promise  the  greatest  profit. 

The  northern  will  be  most  esteemed  for  provisions  and  bread  stuffs,  as 
the  heat  of  low  latitudesis  found  to  be  prejudicial.  The  extensive  mills 
in  Canada  and  New  York,  for  the  manufacture  of  flour,  will  have  also 
their  influence  upon  the  market  for  wheat,  and  tend  to  draw  it  in  that  di¬ 
rection.  This  influence  will  also  be  felt  in  greater  force  when  nrlls 
shall  be  erected  upon  the  canal,  and  the  grain  be  reduced  to  flour  before 
it  is  shipped  upon  the  Lakes;  when  works  of  this  kind  shall  be  put  into 
successful  operation,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  wheat  from  the  Missouri 
and  the  Upper  Mississippi  will  find  its  way  up  the  Illinois  river,  to  be 
turned  into  flour,  before  it  receives  its  final  destination. 

It  is  supposed,  and  not  without  grounds  for  the  opinion,  that  the  terri¬ 
tory  along  the  canal,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  population  upon  the  Lakes, 
will  be  supplied  with  sugar  and  other  groceries  from  St.  Louis,  New 
Orleans,  &c.;  perhaps  the  amount  of  this  trade  may  be  over  estimated,  but 
we  see  no  reason  to  question  the  fact,  that  it  will  be  large. 

The  scarcity  of  wood  will  also  make  coal  a  great  article  of  commerce, 
an  abundance  of  which  exists  upon  the  Illinois  river,  and  it  has  been 
also  discovered  near  the  canal  at  Ottawa. 
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We  have  already  stated  the  facts  that  the  territory  bordering  upon 
the  canal,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  is  deficient 
in  timber  and  lumber  for  building,  fencing  material,  &c.,  while  much  of 
the  region  bordering  upon  the  Lakes  will  afford  abundant  supplies.  The 
trade  in  this  article  through  the  canal,  must  necessarily  be  great,  as  well 
as  that  in  salt,  which  will  be  derived  chiefly  from  the  manufactories  in 
New  York.  Present  indications  favour  the  opinion,  that  the  supplies  of 
merchandize  purchased  in  the  northern  cities  will  find  their  way  through 
the  canal,  and  descend  as  low  as  St.  Louis,  before  they  will  meet  a  decided 
opposing  current  of  ascending  trade. 

If  the  trade  in  provision  and  flour  is  drawn  through  the  northern  route 
for  any  considerable  distance  south  and  west  of  the  canal,  and  the  trade 
in  lumber  and  merchandize  is  drawn  from  regions  north  of  it,  to  supply 
the  prairie  districts,  it  is  manliest  that  the  transportation  must  soon  be 
large,  and  eventually  equal  to  the  anticipations  of  the  most  sanguine  cal¬ 
culator. 

We  are  not  willing  to  assure  the  bond-holders  that  the  suggestions  here 
thrown  out  will  be  realized,  as  the  trade  of  this  region  does,  and  will  fluc¬ 
tuate,  till  time,  experience,  and  capital  shall  impose  upon  it  more  fixed  and 
determinate  laws.  We  have  collected  considerable  information  in  regard 
to  its  present  action  and  the  charges  for  freight;  but  believing  that  im¬ 
provements  in  transportation,  as  well  as  an  increase  of  population  and  of 
wealth,  will,  by  their  combined  action,  work  c  hanges  which  cannot  be 
fully  anticipated,  we  have  thought  that  this  evidence,  while  it  might  aid  in 
forming  opinions,  ought  by  no  means  to  be  received  as  conclusive  as  the 
influence  and  advantages  of  the  canal  will  be  imperfectly  understood, 
until  they  are  felt. 

We  may  add  further,  that  the  population  of  Illinois  in  1820,  was  55,000; 
in  1830,  157,000;  in  1840,470,000;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  safe  to  esti¬ 
mate  its  annual  increase  at  about  ten  per  cent.  In  the  northern  por¬ 
tions,  the  increase  will  equal  this,  unless  the  ratio  established  by  past  ex¬ 
perience  shall  fail. 

It  seems  to  us  more  satisfactory  to  take  this  broad  comprehensive  view 
of  a  new  country  and  its  resources,  and  to  draw'  from  it  the  facts  such 
conclusions  as  they  seem  to  us  to  justify,  than  to  attempt  to  weigh  and 
estimate  the  present  ability  to  sustain  a  great  and  expensive  work  like 
the  canal.  We  would  not,  however,  have  it  inferred  from  this  course  of 
reasoning,  that  the  present  population  and  business  have  been  overlooked 
or  undervalued.  Should  the  trade  passing  through  this  channel  embrace 
the  substance  of  the  business  as  far  south  as  the  Mississippi,  both  the 
products  and  the  wants  of  the  population  will  afford  a  large  transportation. 
But  while  we  do  not  look,  for  an  immediate  change  of  customary  habits 
of  business,  or  undertake  to  define  the  limits  of  the  trade,  we  entertain 
no  doubt  that  a  little  experience  will  settle  manv  questions  of  interest 
which  cannot  now  be  solved,  and  that  trade  will  find  its  legitimate  and 
most  profitable  channels.  The  point  where  it  will  divide  between  the 
north  and  south  must  be  determined  by  future  events. 

We  have  been  strongly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  soil  of 
Illinois,  for  easy ,  inexpensive  cultivation  and  productiveness,  is  seldom  sur¬ 
passed.  We  have  stood  upon  the  banks  of  this  canal,  far  removed  as  they 
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are  from  the  sea,  and  seen  steamers,  freighted  with  the  merchandise  of 
the  Atlantic  cities,  leaving  their  cargoes,  end  bearing  away,  in  return  for 
them,  the  products  of  the  country.  We  have  traversed  a  large  portion  of 
these  long  lines  of  navigation,  from  thence  to  the  ocean,  by  the  valley  of 
the  Lakes,  and  by  the  valley  of  the  rivers;  we  have  seen,  in  New  York  and 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  the  results  which  have  been  produ¬ 
ced  in  comparatively  a  few  years,  by  a  combination  of  favouring  cir¬ 
cumstances,  less  striking  and  impressive  in  their  character;  and  we  can¬ 
not  feel  that  serious  doubt  hangs  over  the  destiny  of  Illinois,  ll  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  time,  not  of  fact,  whether  this  region  is  to  be  filled  with  population 
and  wealth.  The  embarrassments  of  the  State  may,  and  no  doubt  do 
retard  the  natural  progress  of  her  prosperity ;  and  the  sooner  she  places 
her  finances  and  debtsin  a  more  promising  condition,  the  sooner  she  will 
restore  her  accustomed  prosperity.  The  acknowledgment  of  a  large 
debt,  which  in  justice  ought  to  be  satisfied,  with  the  avowal  of  present  in¬ 
ability  to  provide  for  the  interest,  is  of  itself  suflicient  to  excite  appre¬ 
hension  and  to  divert  the  influx  of  population  and  wealth.  The  effort 
made  to  complete  this  canal  will  have  an  auspicious  influence;  but  it 
should  be  followed  up  by  measures  sustaining  her  faith  and  restoring  her 
credit.  This  would  manifestly  prove  one  of  the  mo?t  efficient  means  of 
hastening  the  day  when  she  will  realize  from  this  great  work  of  internal 
improvement  the  advantages  which  she  has  long  and  anxiously  anticipated. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  posture  of  the  State  which  need  occasion  despair. 
On  the  contrary,  her  resources  are  of  an  cxtraoi dinary  character,  and 
capable  of  redeeming  her  from  her  present  condition  and  placing  her  soon 
among  the  most  prosperous  States  of  the  Union. 

Tlie  completion  of  the  canal  would  be  one  great  step  towards  such  an 
event.  Its  importance  may  be  appreciated,  not  only  from  the  facts  which 
have  been  already  stated,  but  from  the  early  and  constant  struggle  which 
has  been  made  by  the  population  of  the  great  western  valley,  to  unite  the 
Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  with  the  Lakes  by  artificial  navigation.  There 
seems  to  have  been  in  all  parts  a  common  conviction  of  the  expediency  of 
such  a  union;  and  the  map,  which  we  annex,  numbered  9,  will  exhibit  the 
outlines  of  the  efforts  which  have  been  made.  The  Ohio  river  runs  near¬ 
ly  parallel  to  the  Lakes,  from  the  city  ol  Pittsburg  in  the  Alleghanies,  about 
1000  miles  before  it  enters  the  Mississippi.  No  less  than  four  lines  of  ar¬ 
tificial  navigation  have  been  completed  across  this  district  of  coun¬ 
try,  varying  from  about  two  hundred  to  over  three  hundred  miles  in 
length. 

first.  From  Beaver  on  the  Ohio,  below  Pittsburg,  to  Cleveland  on  lake 
Erie,  length  unknown. 

Second.  From  Portsmouth  on  the  same  river  to  Cleveland,  more  than 
three  hundred  miles. 

Third .  From  Cincinnati,  by  the  Miami  river  to  the  Maumee, and  thence 
to  lake  Erie,  at  the  mouth  of  this  stream,  more  than  two  hundred  miles. 

Fourth.  From  the  Wabash  across  Indiana  to  the  Maumee,  uniting  with 
the  last  mentioned  work  before  it  reaches  the  Lake,  more  than  three  hun¬ 
dred  i  iles. 

These  canals  all  connect  with  the  Ohio,  except  the  last,  which  unites 
with  the  Wabash,  a  tributary  of  that  river,  and  all  lurnish  a  communica- 
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tion  through  the  Ohio  with  the  Mississippi,  but  they  are  wide  apart,  and 
each  is  designed  for  the  accommodation  of  an  extensive  territory  upon  its 
borders,  they  will  doubtless  enjoy  a  share  of  the  trade  between  the  Lower 
M  ississippi  and  the  Lakes,  but  their  greater  length  and  smaller  dimensions 
place  them  under  great  disadvantages  in  the  competition  for  this  trade 
with  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal.  The  work  of  Illinois,  too,  is  loca¬ 
ted  in  a  central  part  of  this  valley,  and  opens  through  the  Illinois  river 
into  the  focus  of  great  natural  highways  which  unite  near  St.  Louis.  All 
that  is  wanting  is  population  to  work  the  soil,  to  make  the  canal,  all 
which  can  be  reasonably  desired  and  wc  cannst  believe,  that  if  Illinois 
does  her  duty  such  privileges  as  allure  settlers  thither  will  long  be  neglec¬ 
ted. 

Mr.  Ryan  has  furnished  us  with  a  tabular  statement  and  other  facts 
showing  the  progress  of  population  and  improvement.  He  has  also  drawn 
up  his  views  upon  the  probable  income  of  the  canal,  stating  the  basis  of 
his  estimates;  and,  without  adopting  his  own  conclusions,  we  transmit  the 
papers  numbered  10  and  11,  for  the  valuable  and  useful  information 
which  they  contain.  He  estimates  the  income  for  1846,  at  $394,937  and 
supposes  the  annual  increase  will  be  ten  per  cent. 

We  have  before  us  also  the  estimate  of  a  gentleman  whose  knowledge 
of  the  work  and  of  the  country  entitles  his  opinion  to  great  consideration, 
though  we  are  not  authorised  to  use  his  name  or  we  should  offer  his  rea¬ 
soning  upon  this  subject.  He  takes  a  different  view  from  Mr.  Ryan,  but 
supposes  the  following  estimate  for  the  second  jear  after  the  completion 
of  the  canal  not  to  be  extravagant,  namely — 


Items, 

Lumber  in  value  $334,720  equal  to  33,472,000, 
Salt,  207,700  barrels, 

Flour,  4U0, 000  do,  - 

Wheat,  2,237,000  bushels,  - 

Sugar,  Molasses,  and  Tobacco,  8,625  hhds,  - 

Merchandise,  38,298  tons,  - 

All  other  articles,  - 


Tolls, 

$33,472  00 

-  37,386  00 

-  00,000  00 

-  100.650  00 

-  1 0,7  8 1  25 

-  7(5,576  00 

-  45.000  00 


$363,865  25 


“The  above  estimate  or  guess,  (lie  observed)  in  relation  to  the  revenue 
is  made  with  the  firm  conviction,  that  as  soon  as  it  is  delermined  that  the 
canal  is  to  be  completed  within  a  given  time,  there  will  be  a  more  rapid 
accumulation  of  wealth  and  of  population  and  a  greater  increase  of  the 
exports  and  imports  in  the  district  immediately  benefited  by  this  improve¬ 
ment,  than  has  often  been  witnessed,  even  in  the  great  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.” 

We  communicate  these  estimates, as  the  result  of  judgments,  matured 
by  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  country,  its  capacity  and  its 
wants.  We  might  imitate  the  example,  by  examining  in  detail,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  population,  the  average  results  of  cultivation,  and  the  surplus 
thrown  annually  into  the  market,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  merchandise, 
and  other  articles  imported;  or  we  might  adopt  these  estimates,  but  we 
think  we  shall  be  Jess  liable  to  fall  into  error  when  we  rest  upon  the  obvi- 
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ous  natural  advantages,  and  fertility  of  the  country,  aided  by  an  inprove- 
ment  which  wiilgive  to  it,  a  great  and  decided  superiority  over  most 
other  districts. 

The  results,  which  these  facts  promise,  may  come  more  tardily  than  we 
anticipate,  but  we  are  quite  sure  that  they  will  come — their  progress  will 
probably  depend  considerably  upon  the  energy,  wisdom,  and  firmness 
with  which  the  State  shall  conduct  her  public  affairs,  but  if  she  will  ap¬ 
proach  the  subject  with  unanimity  and  put  forth  her  best  exertions,  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted,  that  she  might  make  with  her  creditors  some  arrange* 
merit  by  which  she  would  be  relieved  from  her  present  state  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty,  and  be  restored  to  her  wonted  prosperity. 

While  such  an  issue  will  thus  depend  upon  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and 
fidelity  of  the  State,  it  will  also  depend  in  no  less  degree  upon  the  ad* 
ministration  of  the  affairs  of  the  canal,  if  the  work  should  proceed  un¬ 
der  the  Act  of  1843.  The  property  is  to  be  conveyed  to  three  Trustees 
to  hold  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  loan  the  necessary  funds,  and 
they  are  to  administer  its  affairs.  From  what  has  been  already  stated,  it 
must  appear  that  the  property  confided  to  their  care  will  be  complex  in  its 
character,  demanding  great  judgment  and  discretion  in  the  disposition  of 
it.  The  lands,  town  lots,  and  water  power  should  become  a  valuable 
and  improving  source  of  revenue,  but  to  make  them  so,  they  must  be 
brought  into  the  market  with  great  care,  and  disposed  of  in  a  manner  that 
shall  constantly  tend  to  increase  the  value  of  what  remains.  Time  and 
patience  are  indispensable  to  a  profitable  sale  of  such  property  in  a  new 
country,  which  is  commencing  business  and  destitute  of  capital.  In  the 
sale,  or  other  disposition  of  it,  an  eye  should  also  be  kept  upon  the  fact 
that  it  may  be  made  to  strengthen  and  increase  the  business  of  the  ca¬ 
nal. 

Much  may  also  be  done  by  men  of  shrewdness,  intelligence  and  judg¬ 
ment,  to  hasten  the  completion  of  the  work  for  a  comparatively  moder¬ 
ate  sum  of  money,  if  the  cash  is  placed  in  their  hands  to  enable  them  to 
make  prompt  pay mcnts  in  an  unquestioned  currency.  The  tariff  of  tolls 
should  also  be  imposed  with  a  view  to  encourage  trade  and  make  it  sub¬ 
servient  to  the  production  of  revenue.  This  will  demand  consideration, 
and  should  be  so  arranged  as  far  as  good  policy  will  permit,  as  to  extend 
the  influence  and  sphere  of  the  usefulness  of  the  canal  as  wide  as  possi¬ 
ble. 

Without  multiplying  remarks  on  this. head,  it  is  obvious  that  none  hut 
men  of  calm,  considerate,  penetrating  judgment  should  be  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  such  a  mass  of  property,  upon  which  depend  results 
so  vitally  important,  both  to  the  creditors  and  the  State;  we  deem  it  >o  es¬ 
sential  that  men  of  clear,  discriminating,  comprehensive  minds  should  be 
assigned  to  this  duty,  that  if  in  this  particular  there  should  be  a  failure, 
we  should  despair  of  those  favourable  results  which  we  now  anticipate; 
we  are  aware  that  it  is  notour  particular  province  to  advise  in  this  res¬ 
pect,  nor  do  we  so  intend  these  remarks,  beyond  the  bearing  which  such 
appointments  may  have  upon  the  opinions  for  which  we  shall  stand  res- 
po  nsihle  in  this  report. 

There  is  one  other  consideration  which  we  will  now  notice,  as  having 
some  influence  upon  the  business  and  income  of  the  canal,  we  allude  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  this  is  a  broad,  sluggish  stream,  navi- 
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gable  with  steamers  from  La  Salle  to  the  Mississippi,  about  2C0  miles, — 
It  is  a  general  characteristic  of  most  of  the  Western  rivers,  that  while 
they  have  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  steamers  during  a  larger  por¬ 
tion  of  the  year,  there  is  in  the  last  of  summer  and  first  of  the  autumn,  for 
some  th:ee  months  or  more,  generally  a  deficiency.  A  large  poition  of 
the  Ohio,  the  Wabash,  Missouri,  and  Upper  Mississippi,  as  well  as  many 
other  streams  of  great  importance,  are  in  this  condition.  When  the  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  Illinois  is  at  its  lowest  stage  the  navigation  is  greatly  impeded 
by  bars  of  tnud  and  earth,  which  form  at  certain  points,  and  upon  which 
the  depth  of  water  is  small.  Mr.  Davis  ascended  this  stream  from  the 
Mississippi,  to  the  southern  terminus  of  the  canal,  he  embarked  first  on 
board  of  the  Mermaid,  a  boat  usually  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi;  she  was  not  a  boat  of  the  lightest  class,  and  was  represented 
in  her  then  condition ,  as  drawing  something  less  than  thirty  inches  of 
water,  probably  two  feet  or  more;  she  had  on  board  a  small  quantity  of 
laden,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  passengers — including  those  in  the  cabin 
and  upon  deck.  She  had  two  boats  in  tow,  one  a  large  ke<  1  boat,  lashed 
to  her  starboard  quarter,  in  which  considerable  freight  was  towed;  and 
the  other,  a  large  flat  boat,  in  which  she  carried  some  of  the  time  her  fuel, 
lashed  to  her  larboard  quarter.  She  hauled  out  from  the  levee  at  St.  Lou¬ 
is,  about  seven  o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  November,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  Mississippi,  about  twenty  miles  to  Alton,  whereshe  deliveied 
a  quantity  of  iron.  She  then  got  under  weigh,  but  came  to  anchor  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fog,  and  did  notenter  the  Illinois  until  ten  o’clock  the  next 
morning.  In  the  course  of  the  day  she  overtook  the  Rock  River,  a  vessel 
of  smaller  class,  with  her  wheel  at  the  stern,  which  had  left  St.  Louis, 
some  hours  earlier;  but  the  Mermaid  was  so  much  delayed,  that  the  Rock 
River,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  passed  her  and  afterwards  continued 
ahead.  There  was  sometimes  long  stretches  of  good  navigation,  and  at 
others  impediments  causing  serious  delays.  The  vessel,  however,  though 
often  aground,  worked  slowly  over  all  obstructions,  and  arrived  at  Peo¬ 
ria,  220  miles  from  St.  Louis,  Tuesday  evening,  about  ten  o’clock.  The 
Rock  River,  in  the  meantime,  had  proceeded  up  the  stream,  and  had 
probably  reached  LaSalle  (seventy  miles)  when  the  Mermaid  arrived  at 
Peoria.  As  the  Mermaid  completed  her  voyage  at  Peoria,  Mr.  Davis 
went  on  the  steamer,  Lighter,  a  vessel  of  a  smaller  class,  and  leaving 
Peoria  at  twelve  o’clock,  A.  M.,  arrived  in  twelve  houis  at  La  Salle,  in¬ 
cluding  several  stops  to  deliver  cargo  and  some  detention  from  ice.  The 
navigation,  in  this  part  of  the  river,  was  represented  as  being  rather  bet¬ 
ter  than  at  several  points  below.  The  Lighter,  which  was  a  small  boat 
with  her  wheel  at  the  stern,  accomplished  her  voyage  without  meeting 
with  any  obstructions.  The  water  at  this  time  was  represented,  by  nav¬ 
igators  and  others,  to  be  about  eight  inches  above  its  lowest  stage.  It 
should  be  mentioned,  also,  that  the  Lighter  left  her  barges  at  Peoria,  ta¬ 
king  her  cargo  on  board,  and  that  the  water  was  unusually  low  f6r  that 
period  of  the  year. 

We  have  detailed  these  facts,  that  it  may  appear  from  our  own  obser¬ 
vation  what  the  character  of  this  river  is  in  a  low  stage  of  water,  and  the 
obstacles  which  interpose  to  impede,  if  not  to  arrest  a  useful  navigation. 
Freighting,  no  doubt,  was  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  at  tins  time, 
as  a  number  of  boats  were  seen  passing  down,  apparently  laden;  but  it 
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must  have  been  done  under  considerable  disadvantage,  and  at  advanced 
charges. 

Ti  lis  trait  in  the  character  of  the  river,  must  beyond  doubt,  prove  ve¬ 
ry  inconvenient  and  injurious,  while  the  airy  season  continues;  but  the 
population  console  themselves  with  the  belief,  that  the  obstructions  in 
the  Wabash,  Ohio,  &c.,  are  of  a  more  serious  character.  The  attention 
of  the  United  States  was,  at  one  time,  directed  towards  this  stream,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  could  be  done  tosurmount  the  obstacles. 
The  State  of  Illinois  has  also  made  some  experiments  upon  these  bars, 
but  as  yet  nothing  effectual  has  been  accomplished.  The  aid  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  will  be  again  solicited,  as  the  importance  of  the  river  is  becom¬ 
ing  daily  more  manifest  by  the  increase  of  population,  and  the  probable 
completion  of  the  canal. 

That  some  measures  will  be  taken  soon  to  ensure  a  better  and  more 
certain  navigation  during  the  period  of  low  water  hardly  admits  of  a 
doubt.  From  the  best  information  we  could  obtain,  which  is  cot,  we  are 
aware,  greatly  to  be  relied  upon,  we  are  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
most  troublesome  bars  might  be  overcome,  without  a  great  expendi- 
ture. 

To  enable  us  the  better  to  understand  the  business  of  the  country,  we 
addressed  circulars  to  merchants  in  Chicago,  propounding  a  series  of  in¬ 
terrogatories,  which  were  responded  to  by  the  Deputy  Collector  of  that 
port,  and  by  a  number  of  the  principal  merchants,  and  are  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed,  and  numbered  12. 

We  also  addressed  interrogatories  to  the  merchants  of  St.  Louis,  and 
received  assurance  that  answers  would  be  made,  which,  with  the  inter¬ 
rogatories,  are  annexed,  and  numbered  13.  We  have  also  a  statement  of 
the  trade  of  Chicago,  and  of  freights,  from  Mr.  Howes,  a  merchant  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  which  is  numbered  14.  These  several  documents 
contain  valuable  information,  illustrative  of  the  amount  and  character  of 
a  trade,  which  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  influenced  by  the  canal; 
and  we  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  them,  who  have  thus  aided  our 
enquiries,  our  cordial  thanks  for  their  assistance. 

We  will  now  close  our  observations  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
having  commented  upon  all  those  facts,  which  appear  to  have  much  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  value  of  the  lands,  the  town-lots,  water  power,  and  in¬ 
come  of  the  canal.  Our  opinion  upon  the  two  first  items  has  been  dis¬ 
tinctly  expressed,  and  is  so  clearly  inferable  from  our  remarks  upon  the 
last,  that  a  repetition  is  unnecessary;  we  will,  therefore,  conclude  by  de¬ 
claring  it  as  our  settled  belief,  that  the  property  proposed  to  he  pledged 
is  an  ample  security  for  the  loan  of  $l,fcOO, 000,  and,  with  judicious  man¬ 
agement,  will  reimburse  the  principal  and  interest. 

Fifth .  The  Commissioners  allege  “That  the  holders  of  canal  stock,  in 
the  United  States,  have  agreed  to  advance  their  portion  of  $1X00,000, 
on  a  million  stock,  and  that  such  engagement  can  be  relied  on.” 

We  have  stated  in  another  parted  this  report,  that  our  attention  was 
early  directed  to  this  condition,  and  that  Mr.  Davis  went  to  New  York, 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Ryan,  and  to  hasten,  if  necessary,  the  action  of  the 
bond  holders.  Finding  that  nothing  had  been  accomplished,  he  urged 
Mr.  Ryan,  to  take  immediate  measures  to  have  a  subscription,  such  as 
was  provided  for,  opened.  With  this  suggestion,  Mr.  Ryan  afterwards 
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informed  us  he  had  complied,  and  should  leave  the  business  in  a  train  of 
accomplishment,  before  his  departure  for  Illinois.  At  the  interview  in 
New  York,  the  question  was  raised,  what  would  constitute  reliable  sub- 
scriptions?  And  it  was  suggested  to  Mr.  Ryan,  that  possibly  the  subscri¬ 
bers,  as  all  who  should  pay  would  be  interested  in  having  all  others  pay, 
would  think  it  expedient  that  the  terms  should  embrace  a  pledge  of  the 
stock  in  some  form,  as  security,  in  case  of  delinquency.  On  what  terms 
the  subscription  was  opened,  or  what  amount  was  obtained,  we  have  never 
been  informed. 

As  soon  after  we  met  upon  the  line  of  the  canal,  as  circumstances 
would  allow,  we  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  the  document  before 
referred  to,  and  numbered  1:  in  which  we  remark,  in  regard  to  this  pro*- 
position,  as  follows: — <cWe  would  be  pleased  to  have  a  copy  of  the  sub¬ 
scription  paper,  with  the  names,  places  of  residence,  and  amount  subscri¬ 
bed  by  each  corporation  and  person,  together  with  such  evidence  as  you 
may  be  able  to  furnish,  tending  to  establish  the  tact  that  such  subscrip¬ 
tions  may  all  be  relied  upon.  And  in  case  any  of  them  should  be 
deemed  doubtful,  we  should  be  gratified  to  be  informed  whether  any  ar¬ 
rangements  have  been  made  to  ensure  the  availability  of  such.” 

Having  thus  presented  the  matter  distinctly,  both  in  conversation  and  in 
writing,  and  endeavoured,  subsequently,  as  well  as  in  the  instances  refer¬ 
red  to,  to  secure  an  early  consideration  of  it,  that  the  fact  might  be  as¬ 
certained  by  some  satisfactory  means,  whether  the  subscription  when 
made  would  be  reliable;  and,  if  not,  what  measures  would  be  taken  to 
make  it  so,  we  left  it  for  the  authorities  of  the  State  to  make  out  such  a 
case  as  they  should  think  expedient. 

When  the  Governor  arrived  at  Lockport,  on  the  25th  of  December, 
we  brought  the  subject  before  him,  and  desired  him  to  cause  a  contract 
to  be  drawn  up  for  him  and  the  subscribers  to  execute,  agreeably  to  the 
11th  section  of  the  act  of  1843.  As  it  was  made  his  duty  to  execute 
such  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  as  he  must  necessarily  in¬ 
terpret  his  own  powers,  and  he  also  the  judge  of  what  he  ought  to  exact 
of  the  subscribers,  we  thought  it  most  courteous,  as  well  as  most  expedient, 
that  he  should  submit  his  own  draft,  and  if  it  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
subscribers,  they  could  suggest  such  modifications  as  the  state  of  the  case 
might  demand.  We  afterwards  forwarded,  as  we  have  mentioned,  docu¬ 
ment  three,  in  which  the  same  subject  is  again  noticed.  Having  taken 
these  several  steps,  it  seemed  to  us  that  we  had  done  all  our  duty  requir¬ 
ed  of  us,  both  to  give  dispatch  to  the  business,  and  to  signify  its  impor¬ 
tance  in  our  estimation. 

Nothing  further  occurred  until  the  day  before  we  left  Chicago,  when 
Mr  Ryan  put  in  our  hands  the  paper  numbered  15,  which  is  a  trans- 
script  from  a.  book  containing  what  appears  to  be  and  no  doubt  is  an  ori¬ 
ginal  subscription  made  by  the  persons  and  in  the  manner  indicated. 
Most,  if  not  all  these  individuals  have  been  contractors  upon  the  canal 
and  have  large  balances  due  to  them  for  work.  A  large  proportion  of 
them  are  strangers  to  us,  We  possess  no  knowledge  of  their  condition  or 
responsibility,  which  in  the  absence  of  all  testimony,  beyond  what  is 
shown  upon  the  face  of  the  paper,  would  authorise  us  to  express  any 
opinion  up  on  its  reliable  character,  we,  therefore,  leave  it  to  reach  the 
bond-holders  as  it  comes  to  us,  presuming  that  if  it  shall  be  required,  Mr. 
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Ryan  will  be  prepared  to  make  all  needful  explanations.  That  we  may 
not  be  misunderstood,  we  will  distinctly  declare,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
urge  to  its  discredit,  we  might  add  that  we  became  acquainted  with  a 
few  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  as  subscribers,  and  both  our 
personal  knowledge  and  information,  in  regard  to  them,  would  be  favor¬ 
able. 

At  this  time,  February  22,  we  have  received  nothing  from  New  York, 
but  should  a  similar  document  reach  us,  as  we  anticipate  will  be  the  fact, 
we  shall  leave  it  to  stand  upon  the  same  b;. sis,  and  for  the  same  reason, 
urdess  evidence  is  offered  to  establish  its  reliable  character,  in  which  case 
we  shall  transmit  such  proofs. 

On  the  eve  of  our  departure  for  the  East,  Governor  Ford  placed  at  our 
disposal  the  draft  of  a  contract,  as  we  had  before  requested,  which  is  an¬ 
nexed  and  numbered  (16.)  At  the  same  time  he  delivered  to  us  a  draft 
of  a  deed  of  trust,  which  is  annexed,  and  numbered  17. 

The  contract  as  well  as  the  deed,  was  drawn  up  without  conference 
with  us,  and  as  we  inferred  to  be  forwarded  to  the  bond  holders  for  their 
consideration,  and  this  seemed  to  us,  also  to  be  the  most  suitable  disposi¬ 
tion  of  them.  We  gathered  from  his  remarks  that  he  had  fully  embodied 
and  made  such  provisions  as  appeared  to  him  to  be  suitable  to  carry  into 
effect  the  law  of  1843,  and  to  secure  the  rights  and  impose  proper  respon¬ 
sibilities,  both  upon  the  State  and  the  subscribers.  We  have  read  the  con¬ 
tract,  and  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  may  be  advantageously 
modified  in  several  essential  particulars.  When  they  were  delivered, 
thinking  it  possible  that  alterations  might  be  deemed  expedient,  we  en- 
quiicd  whether,  if  such  should  be  the  opinion  in  Europe,  any  arrange¬ 
ment  had  been  made  to  surmount  such  obstacles,  and  he  replied  that  Mr. 
Ry  an  would  be  empowered  to  act  in  such  an  emergency. 

We  perceived  in  the  outset  no  inconsiderable  difficulty  in  arranging 
this  part  of  the  business,  in  a  way  which  should  meet  the  apparent  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  subscribers.  The  act  of  1843,  requires  an  agreement  to 
be  made  between  the  Governor  and  the  subscribers,  and  this  agreement 
must  evidently  constitute  the  basis  of  all  that  may  be  done,  because  it  in¬ 
volves  the  promise  to  pay  the  money,  and  therefore  should  contain  the 
consideration  upon  which  the  promise  rests.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  substratum 
of  the  whole  matter  and  as  it  contains  the  duties  and  obligations,  it  should 
define  the  rights  of  the  parties.  The  State  is  as  much  interested  as  the 
subscribers,  to  guard  against  delinquencies,  and  it  would  seem  proper  that 
this  instrument  should  contain  provisions  to  that  effect,  explaining  in  such 
cases  the  mutual  duties  and  obligations. 

Such  being  the  conditions  required  by  the  law,  and  no  paper  being 
prepared  and  agreed  upon  by  the  parties,  and  their  being  no  power  ves¬ 
ted  in  us  to  make  an  obligatory  arrangement  of  this  kind,  it  seemed  to  us 
impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  exact  a  strictly  reliable  subscrip¬ 
tion,  if  by  that  phrase  a  subscription  is  meant  by  which  the  parties  shall 
be  bound  and  held  under  legal  responsibility  to  make  the  payments  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  act,  as  they  shall  be  demanded  by  the  trustees  or  to  give  secu¬ 
rity  to  that  effect. 

While,  therefore,  the  evidence  in  this  respect  is  less  complete  and  sa¬ 
tisfactory,  than  we  anticipated,  we  feel  the  less  regret,  because,  if  we 
were  able  to  forward  the  most  incontestible  proof  that  the  payments 
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were  placed  beyond  doubt,  yet  the  work  to  be  in  a  suitable  form  must  all 
be  remodeled  and  the  labor  would  be  substantially  lost.  When  the  con¬ 
tract  shall  assume  an  agreed  shape  it  will,  no  doubt,  contain  provisions 
which  will  be  adequate  to  meet  any  cases  of  delinquency  and  dispose  of 
them  without  injustice  to  cither  party. 

As  the  matter  now  stands  there  is  a  willingness  expressed  to  make  up 
the  amount  required,  and  the  contractors,  having  under  the  law  of  1843, 
the  tirst  right  to  resume  their  work,  if  they  will  take  it  at  the  estimate  of 
the  engineer,  will  have  strong  motives  to  execute  their  agreements,  if 
possible,  as  they  have  made  much  dependent  on  the  completion  of  the 
canal.  Mr.  Ryan  must  also  be  acquainted  with  the  pecuniary  condition 
of  many  of  them,  and  will  be  able  to  furnish  such  information  in  this  res¬ 
pect  as  will  enable  those  concerned  to  put  the  contract  in  a  suitable  form 
to  secure  its  fulfilment. 

The  preceding  is,  we  believe,  a  substantially  correct  statement  of  all 
that  has  transpired  in  regard  to  this  proposition,  and  it  is  manifest  that 
the  terms  of  the  contract  must  be  matter  for  future  consideration; 
but  in  arranging  them  care  should  be  taken  to  make  theamount  which 
each  person  subscribes  reliable,  and  in  case  of  failure  in  this  particular  it 
should  be  understood  how  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made  up.  When  the 
terms  of  the  contract  are  settled  the  deed  will  be  made  to  cover  them,  and 
in  our  opinion  should  bean  unqualified  pledge  of  the  properly  and  not  of 
the  right  and  interest  of  the  State  in  the  property. 

Sixth.  The  commissioners  allege,  “That  the  terms  of  the  proposed  trust 
deeds  should  give  full  and  satisfactory  security  to  the  subscribers.” 

We  have  been  some  time  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether  this  propo¬ 
sition  relates  to  the  value  of  the  property  to  be  conveyed,  or  to  the  forms 
of  the  deeds,  or  to  both. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  the  property  and  its  value,  supposing  the 
State  to  have  a  clear  unincumbered  title,  we  have  nothing  to  add. 

Iu  regard  to  the  form  of  the  deeds,  as  such  instruments  seem  to  be 
agreed  upon  as  necessary,  we  may  perhaps  make  some  useful  suggestions 
in  addition  to  what  has  been  said. 

We  take  it  for  granted  that  in  speaking  of  deeds,  the  commissioners 
and  the  subscribers  had  in  view  a  deed  containing  the  agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  Governor  and  the  subscribers  to  the  loan,  drawn  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  1 1th  section  of  the  act  of  1843,  and 
a  deed  from  the  Governor  conveying  the  property  proposed  to  be  pledged 
to  the  trustees  when  appointed.  If  we  are  right  in  this  inference  we 
would  remark,  that  it  has  seemed  to  us  most  expedient  to  call  on  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Illinois  to  make  drafts  of  these  instruments,  that  his  views  and 
judgment  in  th^se  matters  might  be  first  ascertained,  as  the  essential  and 
important  provisions  will  consist  of  grants  and  covenants  on  the  part  of  the 
State.  It  is  obvious  that  these  instruments  should  be  drawn  with  great 
care,  covering  every  thing  essential  to  the  security  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  loan,  and  should  be  thoroughly  scrutinized  by  some  competent  per¬ 
sons  who  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  statute  before  they  are  adopted. 
But  we  apprehend  there  is  no  serious  difficulty  in  reducing  them  to  pro¬ 
per  form.  We  thought  also  that  the  executive  would  find  strong  motives 
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to  make  the  provisions  fair,  just  and  libera]  in  their  character,  as  he 
would  feel  anxious  to  secure  the  completion  of  the  contract. 

For  these  and  the  reasons  before  assigned,  as  well  as  those  which  will 
hereafter  appear,  we  thought  the  interest  of  all  parties  could  not  be  bet¬ 
ter  subserved  than  by  devolving  that  high  duty  upon  that  high  office. 

The  title  acquired  by  such  a  conveyance  is,  however,  a  matter  of 
graver  import.  We  do  not  intend  to  enter  much  into  the  investigation 
of  the  various  questions  which  a  perusal  of  the  act  has  suggested,  be¬ 
cause  we  take  it  for  granted  that  the  subscribers  have  acted  under  legal 
advice;  and  we  notice  also,  that  they  have  reserved  in  the  terms  of  their 
agreement  the  right  to  be  made  satisfied  of  the  power  of  the  Governor  to 
execute  suitable  instruments,  making  valid  conveyances,  before  they 
assent  to  the  loan.  Nor  does  it  appear  to  us,  from  the  tenor  of  this  agree¬ 
ment  and  of  our  instructions,  that  any  thing  more  is  expected  of  us  than  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  the  authority  of  the  Governor  to  modify  the  act  by 
liis  contract,  in  such  manner  that  a  majority  of  the  trustees  shall  have 
power  to  decide  questions,  and  in  such  manner  that  a  failure  to  complete 
the  canal  in  three  years  shall  not  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  money  advan¬ 
ced,  and  of  the  other  rights. 

That  we  might  not,  however,  fail  in  any  thing  which  could  be  reason¬ 
ably  expected  of  us,  we,  at  an  early  day,  solicited  the  attention  of  the 
Governor  to  the  statute,  and  asked  his  opinion  upon  various  questions 
which  are  substantially  contained  in  the  document  No.  3.  His  excellen¬ 
cy,  who  at  the  time  of  his  election  occupied  a  high  judicial  station,  has  ad¬ 
dressed  to  us  an  elaborate  opinion,  which  we  annex  and  number  (18.) 

He  is  clear  in  his  judgment  that  his  powers  are  ample  to  convey  a 
good  title,  which  will  vest  in  the  grantees  for  the  benefit  of  the  subscribers, 
giving  to  them  all  the  control  and  advantages  which  they  anticipate.  He  is 
alike  confident  of  his  authority  to  modify  the  provisions  of  the  act,  so  as  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  subscribers  to  the  loan. 

Chancellor  Kent,  of  New  Yo?k,  who  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  emi¬ 
nent  jurists  in  the  United  States,  has, it  appears  by  adocument  placed  in  our 
hands,  expressed  itas  his  opinion  that  the  legislature  has  a  light  to  con¬ 
vey  this  property,  and  to  give  a  preference  to  the  creditors  of  the  State 
in  the  payment  of  their  claims,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  completion  of 
the  canal  out  of  it. 

The  deliberate  and  carefully  matured  opinions  of  two  gentlemen  so 
distinguished,  sustained  by  the  reasoning  and  authority  which  they  em¬ 
ploy,  if  not  conclusive  in  its  character,  must  go  far  to  remove  scruples, 
and  therefore  whatever  may  be  expected  irom  us,  we  feel  that  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  occasion  for  examining  ground  which  has  been  so  thoroughly  explored. 
We  will  however,  suggest  some  of  the  more  material  matters  contained  in 
the  statute,  which  seemed  to  us  to  demand  some  consideration. 

In  looking  over  the  multiplied  prov  isions  of  the  act  we  felt  some  regret 
that  the  mode  of  transferring  the  title,  and  the  measure  of  that  title, 
should  not  be  described  by  a  positive  enactment  in  such  uneqivocai 
terms,  that  no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it  could  exist.  The 
grant  of  the  property,  the  character  of  the  title,  and  the  power  of  the 
gorei  nment  to  act  for  the  State,  are  fundamental  matters,  and  should  be 
provided  for  in  positive  terms,  leaving  no  resort  to  reasoning  and  infer¬ 
ences  necessary  to  sustain  them. 
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The  legislature,  it  is  obvious  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  act,  intended 
to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  canal  by  a  loan  of  money,  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  solely  on  the  credit  and  pledge  of  the  canal  and  canal  property, 
and  that  there  might  be  no  misapprehension,  the  Governor  is  forbidden 
to  give- any  other  promise  or  security.  It  is  therefore  apparent,  that  the 
rio-ht  to  convey  this  property  in  pledge  was  considered  unquestionable,  or 
it^would  not  have  been  thought  a  suitable  security  for  the  loan  of  so  large 
a  sum  of  money. 

The  legislature  no  doubt  hoped  and  expected  to  obtain  the  money  upon 
the  terms  spcified  in  the  act,  in  which  case,  according  to  our  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  statute,  no  deed  of  conveyance  was  to  be  executed  by  the 
Governor,  as  the  tenth  section  contains  a  conveyance  made  by  the  legis¬ 
lature  in  the  form  of  a  law,  by  which  the  right  to  the  property  was  to 
vest  in  the  trustees  when  chosen.  This  grant  being  a  law  was  paramount 
to  all  other  laws,  and  would  have  vested  the  property  without  any  other 
conveyance  if  the  other  terms  of  the  act  had  been  complied  with.  This  is 
apparent,  not  only  from  the  language  of  this  section,  but  from  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  11th  section,  which  only  require  that  an  agreement  to  pay  the 
subscriptions  should  be  made  by  the  Governor  with  the  subscribers,  im¬ 
plying  evidently  that  no  deed  to  the  trustees  would  be  necessary,  as  none 

is  provided  for. 

But  the  subscribers  declined  entering  into  an  arrangement,  such  as  is 
detailed  in  the  statute,  and  acceded  to  other  propositions  varying  consid¬ 
erably  from  the  general  plan  of  the  legislature,  and  this  state  of  facts 
raises  the  question.  First,  whether  upon  these  terms  the  legislative 
grant  contained  in  the  10th  section,  will  vest  the  property  in  such  trus¬ 
tees  as  may  be  appointed?  And  second,  if  there  be  doubt  on  this  point, 
whether  a  deed  from  the  Governor  will  not  cure  any  difficulty  which 

exists  ? 

Our  belief  is,  that  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  section  were  designed  to 
convey  the  property  and  vest  the  title  in  trustees  appointed  under  any 
lawful  contract  which  might  be  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act.  We  see  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  grant,  which  limits  it  to  such  a 
contract,  as  is  specified  by  the  legislature  or  which  forbids  that  it  should 
operate  so  as  to  transfer  the  interest  pursuant  to  any  contract  which  the 
Governor  may  make  within  the  scope  of  his  authority.  We  infer,  there¬ 
fore,  that  if  the  contract  now  proposed  to  be  carried  into  execution  with 
the  Governor  should  be  consummated  and  trustees  appointed,  the  tenth 
section  without  any  other  actor  deed  would  vest  the  property  in  them. 
But  as  doubts  have  been  suggested  on  this  point,  and  as  the  Governor  is 
vested  with  all  such  power  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  act  into  op¬ 
eration,  a  deed  from  him  with  suitable  provisions,  must  fully  effectuate 
the  purpose  of  the  legislature  by  removing  all  doubt. 

To  find  authority^  however,  authorising  a  contract  varying  from  the 
general  tenor  of  the  act,  we  must  go  to  the  2 1st  section  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “If  in  consequence  of  any  defect,  omission,  or  objection  to  the  fore- 
iroln'y  act,  the  said  bond-holders  or  any  other  persons  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fuse  ~to  subscribe  for  the  said  loan,  in  that  case  the  Governor  is  hereby 
authorized  to  negotiate  and  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  said  bond¬ 
holders,  or  other  persons,  in  pursuance  of  the  general  principles  of  this 
act.  Provided,  that  he  shall  make  no  further  pledge  of  the  faith  or  credit 
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of  the  State  for  any  advance  of  money,  but  shall  be  limited  to  pledging 
the  canal  and  canal  properly  therefor;  and  provided  further,  that  in  any 
negotiations  to  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  them  into  effect,  nothing  shall  be  done  which  shad  in  any¬ 
wise  interfere  with  the  rights  now  secured  to  the  holders  of  canal  bonds. 
The  governor  is  hereby  vested  with  all  such  power  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  this  act  into  operation  or  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  such  ne¬ 
gotiation.” 

It  appears  from  this  section  that  if  a  loan  could  be  obtained  upon  the 
terms  specified  in  the  act,  because  objections  should  be  made  to  them, 
that  the  governor  was  authorised  to  negotiate  and  to  enter  into  a  contract 
upon  any  terms  consistent  with  the  general  principles  of  the  act,  provi¬ 
ded  he  should  limit  the  security  to  a  pledge  of  the  canal  and  canal  pro¬ 
perty. 

Tne  contingency  which  was  anticipated  occurred.  The  subscribers 
made  objections  to  various  portions  of  the  details  of  the  act  and  declined 
to  contract  upon  those  terms.  It  is  quite  clear  that  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  governor  had  a  right  to  modify  those  provisions  in  any  way 
not  inconsistent  with  the  general  principles  of  the  act,  as  the  section 
would  otherwise  be  without  meaning.  VVe  do  not  consider  the  provis¬ 
ion  which  declares  the  rights  of  the  subscribers  forfeited  if  the  canal  is 
not  completed  in  three  years,  a  principle  upon  which  the  act  is  founded, 
but  one  of  the  details  which,  if  objected  to,  may  be  modified.  We  are  of 
opinion,  also,  that  the,  governor  may  make  it  a  condition  of  the  contract, 
that  a  majority  of  the  trustees  shall  decide  all  questions  and  that  he  may 
do  this  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  power,  we  are  by  no  means  confident 
that  such  a  condition  would  work  any  change,  as  we  incline  to  the 
opinion  that  such  would  be  the  legal  construction  of  the  act  as  it  now 
stands. 

But  another  and  more  important  question  arises  here,  what  estate  will 
vest  under  the  I Oth  section  or  by  virtue  of  a  deed  made  by  the  governor 
to  carry  into  effect  the  proposed  contract?  The  subscribers  to  the  loan 
have  entered  into  the  negotiation  under  the  belief,  that  through  the  trus¬ 
tees  they  are  to  have  alien  upon  the  property  conveyed  which  is  to  ex¬ 
clude  all  other  participants  except  so  far  as  they  may  share  the  benefits 
under  the  provision  of  the  agreement.  If  the  title  vested  shall  prove 
less  comprehensive  or  beneficial  it  will  be  a  new  source  of  disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Under  the  21st  section  the  governor  can  make  no  pledge  of  the  faith 
and  credit  of  the  State,  but  is  limited  to  the  canal  and  canal  property. 
This  is  consequently  the  only  security  which  the  subscribers  to  the  loan 
can  have  by  any  contract  which  can  be  entered  into. 

Again  he  is  forbid  to  do  any  thing  which  shall  in  anywise  interfere 
with  the  rights  now  secured  to  the  bondholders.  He  can  therefore,  make 
no  contract  which  will  infringe  either  of  these  limitations. 

But  he  is  authorized  to  borrow  money  and  to  pledge  the  canal  and 
canal  property  subject  to  these  limitations.  The  first  is  easily  compre¬ 
hended  but  the  meaning  of  the  second  is  not  so  apparent.  The  question 
at  once  suggests  itself,  what  rights  have  these  bondholders  which  may 
be  interfered  with  in  such  a  contract  for  a  loan?  The  act  provides  for 
23 
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borrowing  money  to  complete  the  canal,  but  as  no  security  but  the 
canal  and  canal  property  is  to  be  given,  the  legislature  must  be  supposed 
to  offer  that  in  pledge  which  they  believe  to  have  substantial,  intrinsic 
value  and  which  would  reimburse  the  loan.  The  question  then  is,  did 
they  intend  and  is  it  the  meaning  of  the  2 1 st  section,  that  antecedent 
pledges  of  this  property,  not  legally  binding  upon  the  State  are  de¬ 
signed  to  be  kept  alive  and  new  force  given  them  by  this  reservation? 
Are  they  in  the  language  of  the  section  rights  secured  to  the  holders  of 
canal  bonds?  If  so,  and  the  State  has  a  right  reserved  to  maintain  such 
liens  against  a  conveyance,  then  the  property  which  would  vest  in  the 
trustees  would  be  worthless,  we  are  not  disposed  to  believe  that  the  legis¬ 
lature  designed  to  place  the  State  in  such  a  preposterous  attitude,  nor  do 
we  think  that  such  a  construction  can  fairly  be  given  to  the  proviso 
though  we  regret  that  the  purpose  of  the  legislature  is  not  more  clearly 
expressed.  To  understand  the  condition  of  things  we  must  bring  to  no¬ 
tice  the  history  of  legislation  upon  this  subject.  On  the  9ih  of  January, 
1836,  a  law  was  passed  authorising  a  loan  of  five  millions  to  construct  the 
canal,  and  pledging  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loan  thus  crea¬ 
ted,  the  revenue  arising  from  the  canal  and  the  lands  granted,  or  such  as 
should  be  granted,  in  aid  of  its  construction.  By  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  December  21,  1840,  (See  State  Papers  of  1840,  No.  1, 
page  72)  it  appears  that  $1,325,060  were  borrowed  under  this  Act,  and 
the  residue  under  the  23d  of  February,  lfc39,  in  w  hich  a  right  to  sell 
the  lands  is  reserved,  but  the  pledge  is  renewed  in  this  act. 

We  shall  not  enter  jnto  an  argument  to  establish  the  fact,  that  the 
State,  notwithstanding  such  pledges,  retained  the  right  to  dispose  of  the 
property  at  pleasure,  for  that  is  manifest  upon  the  face  of  the  w'hole  pro¬ 
ceeding,  as  a  large  portion  of  the  property  could  become  available  to  the 
creditors  in  no  way  except  by  sale*  No  interest  was  actually  vested  in 
the  creditors,  for  they  were  no  parties  to  any  contract  in  regard  to  this 
property,  nor  had  they  any  claim  to  it  w  hich  could  be  enforced  in  any 
legal  tribune.  The  substance  of  the  transaction  amounted  to  no  more 
than  setting  aside,  by  the  voluntary  act  of  the  State,  this  property  to  pay 
this  debt. 

No  loan  being  created,  and  no  property  vested  by  the  transaction,  the 
bondholders  acquired  nothing  which  could  in  any  way  or  sense  he  called 
a  right  secured  to  this  property.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  State 
may,  without  any  violation  of  faith  or  morality,  make  any  disposition  of  it 
which  will  be  beneficial  to  the  creditors,  for  whose  benefit  it  was  set 
apart,  without  interfering  with  any  right  secured ,  because  none  is  secur¬ 
ed;  and  we  consider  that  pledging  it  for  the  completion  of  the  canal  is 
clearly  advantageous  as  it  opens  better  and  more  certain  prospects  to  the 
creditors  of  the  payment  of  their  claims. 

Any  other  view  of  the  subject  would  make  the  Act  a  tissue  of  legis¬ 
lative  folly  and  absurdity. 

The  leading  motive  in  passing  the  law  was  to  secure  the  completion  of 
the  canal  out  of  its  own  resources,  and  to  suppose  that  such  elaborate 
provisions  were  madi1  upon  that  foundation,  and  that,  at  the  same  time, 
the  legislature  intended  to  defeat  the  whole  purpose  by  this  reservation, 
is  presuming  that  to  which  our  minds  cannot  be  reconciled.  If  such  an 
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inference  is  to  be  drawn,  it  may  be  asked  in  whom  this  reserved  vested 
interest  remains? 

Not  in  the  bondholders,  for  it  never  passed  to  them,  but  in  the  State, 
and  if  the  right  can  be  successfully  asserted  against  the  subscribers  to 
the  loan,  it  must  be  done  by  her,  against  her  own  conveyance,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  fact,  that  she  has  at  all  times  claimed  and  exercised  the  right 
to  convey  and  manage  this  property  at  pleasure.  We  do  not  believe 
that  such  a  position  can  be  maintained,  and  therefore,  adopt  the  conclu¬ 
sion,  that  this  reservation  in  the  proviso  of  the  2 1st  section,  was  not  in¬ 
tended  to  keep  alive  and  maintain  these  voluntary  pledges  against  any 
conveyance  which  should  be  made  according  to  the  terms  of  the  statute, 
to  raise  funds  to  complete  the  canal. 

To  adopt  any  other  conclusion  would  frustrate  the  whole  object  and 
purpose  of  the  Act,  and  instead  of  harmonizing  its  parts,  and  making  them 
co-operate  to  attain  the  end  in  view,  it  would  make  them  hostile  and  re¬ 
pugnant  to  each  other.  We,  therefore  adopt,  as  probably  consisted  with 
the  design  of  the  legislature,  the  opinion  that  by  the  reservation  nothing 
was  intended  more  than  to  declare  to  the  creditors  that  the  disposition 
proposed  to  be  made  of  the  property,  should  work  them  no  injury  by  im¬ 
pairing  any  vested  interest. 

But  whether  this  be  a  just  conclusion  or  not,  we  do  not  think  that  the 
State  can  maintain,  in  any  judicial  tribunal,  a  title  under  this  reserva¬ 
tion  against  a  conveyance,  such  as  is  set  forth  in  the  10th  section,  or  such 
as  should  be  provided  in  a  deed. 

The  section  further  requires  that  the  contract  must  be  made  upon  the 
general  principles  of  the  Act,  and  there  may  be  "a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  what  those  principles  are. 

It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  the  leading  principle,  upon  which  the 
whole  of  the  legislation  rests,  is  to  secure  the  completion  of  the  canal  out 
of  its  own  resources. 

Another  fundamental  principle  is,  that  the  creditors  who  might  sub¬ 
scribe  should  hold  the  property  pledged,  and  enjoy  the  preferences  and 
privileges  mentioned  in  the  act.  Still  another  principle  is,  that  while 
these  arrangements  are  made  to  attain  the  end  desired,  no  class  of  the 
creditors  are  excluded  from  the  ultimate  benefits,  which  are  hoped  to  flow 
from  carrying  the  plan  into  execution,  but  are  to  share  in  the  more  cer¬ 
tain  provision  made  for  the  payment  of  their  claims.  The  provision  also 
for  the  future  administration  of  the  canal,  by  trustees  mutually  appointed, 
is  a  leading  principle.  We  consider  the  Act  as  resting  upon  these,  and 
perhaps  some  other  leading  motives,  which  constitute  the  principles  spo¬ 
ken  of  in  the  21st  section,  and  any  contract  which  does  not  violate  the 
foundation  of  the  act  may  be  entered  into,  although  in  other  subordinate 
matters  it  varies  materially  from  the  plan  proposed  by  the  legislature. 

It  was  not  our  design  when  we  entered  upon  this  part  of  the  subject  to 
carry  out  an  argument,  but  to  make  suggestions  and  state  our  own  im¬ 
pressions  in  regard  to  them,  as  we  have  already  extended  the  magnitude 
of  this  report  much  beyond  what  we  could  wish. 

We  will,  therefore,  close  this  topic  with  one  more  intimation,  and  it  i« 
this:  in  making  the  conveyance  we  think  it  due  to  the  subscribers  to  the 
loan,  that  the  deed,  instead  of  conveying  the  right  and  interest  of  the 
State  in  the  property,  should  convey  in  pledge  the  whole  of  the  property, 
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for  this  would  leave  no  plausible  argument  to  be  raised  hereafter  upon 
the  reservation  contained  in  the  proviso,  it  would  take  away  the  ground 
which  might  be  assumed,  that  nothing  was  conveyed  except  what  re* 
maineti  alter  satisfying  the  proviso,  for  the  State  had  nothing  more,  and 
it  conveyed  only  its  interest  whatever  that  might  be. 


Second — uThat  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  Canal  would  not  exceed 

one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 

The  practicability  of  uniting  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  with  those 
of  the  great  northern  Lakes,  became  a  question  of  some  interest  at  quite 
an  early  day. 

It  was  known  to  the  first  French  travellers  from  Canada,  that  both  the 
Illinois  river  and  the  Wisconsin  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi,  had  their 
sources  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  wafers  of  Lake  Michigan,  and 
in  17t  3  Father  Marquette  passed  in  boats  from  the  Lake  through  Fox 
river  (of  Green  Bay)  and  the  Wisconsin  to  the  Mississippi,  and  returned 
to  the  Lake  through  the  Illinois  river  and  (probably)'  Chicago  creek 

Both  these  routes  were  subsequently  used  for  many  years  by  the  fur 
traders,  in  their  expeditions  among  the  Indians,  in  passing  between  the 
Lake  and  the  Mississippi.  At  certain  seasons  of  the  y«  ar,  when  the 
streams  were  high  and  when  freshets  prevailed,  they  were  enabled  to  pass 
from  one  river  to  the  other  in  their  boats,  at  other  times,  a  short 
“portage”  of  from  one  and  a  naif  to  three  miles  was  necessary,  the  boats 
and  contents  at  such  times  being  carried  across  from  one  stream  to  the 
other  upon  the  backs  of  the  men.  At  the  piesent  day,  even,  a  large  body 
of  water  brought  down  by  the  Des  Plaines  riv  r  (the  main  north-eastern 
branch  of  the  Illinois,)  is  discharged  through  Mud  lake  into  Chicago  creek, 
and  thence  into  Lake  Michigan.  Such  a  striking  feature  in  the  forma* 
tion  of  the  country,  between  the  lake  and  the  river,  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  earlier  travellers  and  settlers,  and  the  project  of  uniting  the 
waters  by  means  of  a  canal  toon  became  an  object  of  great  irdeiest  and 
of  great  importance,  in  ihe  estimation  of  t.1  ose  who  looking  forward  to 
the  period,  when  the  fertile  regions  watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Lake,  would  be  covered  with  a  dense  and  industrious  population,  requiring 
means  and  facilities,  by  which  the  products  of  the  rich  soil  could  be  trans¬ 
ported  to  a  market. 

One  of  the  very  firstst.eps  taken  by  Illinois  after  it  became  a  State,  was 
to  secure  the  construction  of  a  canal,  “between  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  Illinois  river  and  Lake  Michigan;”  and  the  first  'successful  effort  to¬ 
wards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  was  secured  in  1822,  when  Con¬ 
gress  authorized  the  State  to  construct  a  canal  over  the  public  lands, 
and  granted  to  it  for  that  purpose,  a  strip  or  belt  of  ninety  feet  in  width 
on  both  sides  of  the  same.  Subsequently,  a  board  of  Commissioners  w-as 
appointed  and  organized,  with  instructions  to  examine  the  route  cf  the 
proposed  canal,  and  to  cause  a  survey  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the 
work  to  be  made,  and  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  its  con¬ 
sideration.  In  1825,  five  plans  and  estimates  were  submitted  by  the 
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Commissioner?,  in  accordance  with  the  preceding  instructions;  the  esti¬ 
mates  varied  in  amount  from  639,000  to  716,000  dollars.  In  the  year 
1827,  Congress  made  a  still  furthe"  and  more  important  grant;  it  gave  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  every  alternate  section  of  land  (040 acres)  lying  upon 
the  line  of  the  contemplated  canal*  and  extending  five  miles  in  width  oil 
each  side,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  281,060  acres. 

In  1829,  a  new  board  ol  Canal  Commissioners  was  organized  and 
they  were  authorized  to  cause  the  canal  to  be  constructed,  and  to  dispose 
of  the  lands  granted  by  Congress,  to  provide  means  for  carrying  on  the 

work.  In  the  following  year,  experimental  surveys  were  _ de  by  a 

parly  of  engineers  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  War  Department;  but 
their  investigations  were  confined  principally  to  the  question  of  practi¬ 
cability  of  the  canal,  supply  of  water,  &c.  In  the  year  1833,  other  sur¬ 
veys  and  estimates  were  made  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  and  the 
sum  of  4,443,090  dollars  was  stated  by  tiie  engineer  to  be  necessary  for 
the  construction  o;  a  papal  forty  feet  wide,  and  four  feet  deep. 

It  was  not  until  the  year  1835,  however,  that  any  very  efficient  mea¬ 
sures  appear  to  have  been  adopted,  for  the  proper  prosecution  of  this 
great  work: — a  new  hoard  ol  Commissioners  was  organized  in  that  year, 
with  authority  to  construct  the  canal;  an  experienced  engineer  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  further  and  more  minute  surveys  were  instituted  and  estimates 
in  detail  were  furnished,  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  work  upon  an  en¬ 
larged  scale,  to  wit:  for  a  canal  sixty  feet  wide  at  the  surlace,  thirty-six 
feet  at  the  bottom,  and  six  feet  deep.  The  estimate  of  the  entire  cost  of 
such  a  canal  with  its  various  appendages,  was  8,654,000  dollars.  In  June 
IS  j6,  the  canal  was  put  under  contract,  and  the  work  was  prosecuted, 
uninterruptedly,  until  March  1841,  when  the  operations  generally  were  sus¬ 
pended.  for  the  want  of  adequate  means  to  cany  on  the  same;  but  it  was 
not  until  March,  1843,  that  an  entire  suspension  of  all  the  work  took 
place;  and  since  that  period,  nothing  further  towards  the  actual  execution 
has  been  done. 

In  February  1843,  the  existing  law  authorizing  the  Governor  of  the 
State  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  1 ,600,900  dollars,  “solely  on  the  credit  and 
pledge  of  the  canal,  its  tolls,  revenues  and  lands,”  for  the  purpose  of  com¬ 
pleting  the  work,  was  enacted,  and  thus  closes  to  the  present  time  the 
history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  this  truly  great  undertaking. 

In  the  same  brief  manner  in  which  we  have  noticed  the  successive 
stages  in  the  history  of  the  canal,  from  its  origin  to  the  present  period, 
we  proceed  to  describe  the  general  character  of  the  work,  before  wc 
enter  upon  the  more  detailed  account  of  its  cost,  the  amount  of  work 
already  completed,  and  that  which  remains  to  be  executed  before  the 
canal  can  be  placed  in  a  navigable  condition. 

'The  canal  commences  at  a  point  on  the  south  branch  to  Chicago  creek, 
five  miles  distant  from  the  junction  of  the  main  branch  of  said  creek  with 
Lake  Michigan,  and  from  the  moutli  of  the  canal  a  tow  path  is  construc¬ 
ted  upon  the  margin  of  the  creek  to  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Chicago:  the 
western  termination  of  the  canal  is  at  the  town  of  La  Salle  on  the  Illi¬ 
nois  river;  making  the  entire  distance  from  the  lake  I0IA  miles;  964  of 
w  hich  is  canal.  The  creek  which  forms  the  harbour  of  Chicago  is  wide 
and  deep,  and,  by  means  of  its  two  branches,  furnishes  an  excellent  natu- 
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ral  basin  of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  any  reasonable  number  of 
vessels  and  canal  boats,  which  may  be  needed  for  the  navigation  of  the 
lake  and  the  business  of  the  canal.  The  entrance  to  the  harbour  from 
the  lake,  is  formed  by  two  artificial  piers,  or  moles, constructed  and  main¬ 
tained  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Vessels  drawing  ten 
feet  of  water  may  enter  the  harbour  and  ascend  the  south  branch  to  the 
mouth  of  the  canal.  La  Salle,  the  western  terminus  of  the  canal,  is  260 
mil  es  above  the  junction  of  the  Illinois  with  the  Mississippi:  steam-boats  of 
suitable  construction  and  moderate  draft  of  water  can  ascend  the  Illinois 
to  La  Salle,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  entire  fall  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  the  Illinois  river  at  La  Salle  is  145  feet:  140  feet  of 
this  descent  is  distributed  through  fifteen  locks  of  various  lifts;  while  the 
remaining  five  feet  constitute  the  declivity  given  to  the  several  levels  of 
the  canal.  The  general  direction  of  the  line  is  from  north-east  to  south 
west;  it  follows  in  succession  the  valleys  of  the  Des  Plaines  and  the  Illinois 
river; — in  its  course  from  Chicago,  it  crosses  the  following  principal 
streams: — the  Des  Plaines  at  Joliet,  the  Du  Page,  and  the  Au  Sable,  one 
above,  and  the  other  below  the  town  of  Dresden,  Fox  river  at  Ottawa, 
and  the  Little  Vermilion  near  La  Salle.  . 

It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river  and 
those  of  Lake  Michigan  rise  very  near  to  each  other;  the  distance  from  a 
navigable  point  on  Chicago  creek,  to  the  village  of  Summit  on  the  Des 
Plaines  river,  (the  main  north  eastern  branch  of  the  Illinois)  is  eight  miles, 
while  Mud  lake  (or  Portage  lake)  flowing  into  the  Des  Plaines,  and  the 
southern  branch  of  Chicago  creek,  approach  within  three  miles  of  each 
other.  The  country  between  the  Lake  and  the  river  is  a  level  prairie, 
generally  wet; — the  soil  a  stiff  blue  clay,  with  a  substratum  of  cemented 
clay,  or  41  hard  pan;”  the  elevation  of  this  prairie  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  only,  above  the  ordinary  level  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Such  a  striking  feature  in  the  formation  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
line  ol  the  canal,  necessarily  had  great  influence  in  the  decision  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  and  important  question  of  the  source  from  w  hence  the  supply  of 
water  for  the  summit  level  was  to  be  drawn;  all  united  in  the  opinion  that 
the  Lake  should  be  resorted  to,  as  the  certain  means  of  providing  a  constant 
and  ample  supply;  hence  in  the  law  of  1836,  authorizing  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  canal,  there  is  a  provision  which  specifies,  that  “the  canal  shall 
be  supplied  with  water  from  Lake  Michigan  and  such  other  sources  as  the 
Commissioners  may  think  proper.”  Another  provision  specified,  that  a 
sufficient  depth  should  be  given  to  the  canal  to  ‘‘insure  a  navigation  of 
four  feet.”  These  conditions,  therefore,  established  the  elevation  which 
was  to  be  given  to  the  summit  level,  and  determined,  in  fact,  the  plan  of 
the  canal,  lor  a  distance  of  t  pwards  of  thirty  miles. 

This  point  is  thus  minutely  stated  in  this  place  that  it  may  be  under¬ 
stood  when  the  proposed  u  edification  of  the  original  or  thorough  cut 
plan  is  discussed,  why  more  extensive  examinations  were  not  made  in  the 
first  instance  in  reference  to  a  supply  of  water  for  the  canal,  from  the  va¬ 
rious  sources  to  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  resort  for  that  supply,  in  the 
modified  or  more  elevated  summit  level  which  it  is  proposed  to  substitute 
for  that  originally  contemplated.  The  law  it  will  be  seen  was  absolute, 
it  admitted  of  no  discretion  in  this  particular,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
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•commissioners  or  the  engineer;  the  Lake,  in  any  plan  which  might  be  ad¬ 
opted  for  the  canal,  was  to  constitute  a  feeder. 

Subsequently  (in  1837)  when  the  difficult  character  of  the  summit  cut 
was  fully  developed,  the  question  was  discussed  in  the  Legislature  whether 
it  might  not  be  found  expedient  to  change  the  mode  of  supplying  the 
canal  with  water,  and  instead  of  reiving  upon  Lake  Michigan  for  a  sup¬ 
ply,  to  ascertain  whether  feeders  from  other  ‘‘sources  within  the  legiti¬ 
mate  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois”  could  not  be  resorted  to,  and  by 
this  means  obviate  the  great  expense  of  the  thorough  cut  at  the  summit; 
the  result  of  this  discussion  was  a  law  authorizing  the  employment  of  a 
“skilful  engineer”  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  make  report  of  the  same. 
Under  this  law  Mr.  Benjamin  Wright  was  called  upon  to  investigate  the 
subject,  and  in  his  report  to  the  commissioners  of  the  canal  he  states,  “I 
have  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  the  present  plan  of  cutting  down  the 
summit  so  as  to  draw  feeding  water  from  Lake  Michigan,  ought  to  be 
continued  in  preference  to  any  other  which  I  can  suggest.”  These  views 
appear  to  have  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  Legislature,  for  the  question 
did  not  again  arise  until  all  means  for  prosecuting  th  i  work  were  exhaus¬ 
ted,  and  it  became  necessary  to  devise  some  plan  lor  completing  the 
work  upon  a  less  costly  scale;  this  necessity  gave  rise  to  the  investigations 
which  resulted  in  the  discovery  by  the  present  engineer,  that  the  plan 
could  be  modified  without  serious  detriment  to  the  work,  and  that  an 
ample  supply  of  water  could  be  drawn  from  other  sources  than  that  of 
Lake  Michigan. 

Before  establishing  the  elevation  to  be  given  to  the  summit  level  of  the 
canal,  careful  ex  iminations  had  been  made  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
variation,  or  fluctuation,  in  the  dep.h  @f  water  in  Lake  Michigan.  At 
that  period  four  feet  was  considered  to  be  the  extreme  difference  of  level 
between  the  surface  of  the  water  at  its  highest  and  at  its  lowest  stage; 
this  element  therefore  determined  the  proper  elevation  for  the  summit  cut; 
the  termination  of  this  summit  level  is  at  Lockport,  29*  miles  from  Chi¬ 
cago  Creek,  with  a  declivity  of  1-10  of  a  foot  per  mile.  For  19  miles  of 
this  distance  the  cutting  averages  18  feet,  from  four  to  six  feet  of  which 
Is  a  stiff  blue  clay,  while  the  residue  or  substratum  is  cemented  clay;  an 
exceedingly  difficult  and  expensive  material  to  excavate.  From  the  19th 
mile  (Sauganaski  Swamp)  to  the  27th  mile  the  cutting  is  in  Magnesian 
limestone,  varying  from  14  to  18  feet  in  depth.  This  limestone  occurs 
in  strata  of  from  two  to  six  inches  in  thickness;  it  is  very  compact,  and 
filled  with  organic  remains.  It  is  occasionally  traversed  by  veins  or  ver¬ 
tical  fissures  of  very  pure  clay,  from  two  inches  to  several  feet  in  thick¬ 
ness.  Coble  stone  are  found  scattered  through  the  clay.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  the  seam  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  the  rock,  being  apparently  a 
deposit  subsequent  to  that  of  the  clay.  Holes  too  are  found,  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  worn  out  by  the  action  of  the  wafer:  these  holes  are 
also  filled  with  clay  and  coble  stone  in  every  instance. 

Mr.  Gooding  stated  that  he  had  discovered  but  a  single  instance  of  a 
cavernous  formation;  this  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  cut,  and  extended 
deep  into  the  earth.  After  entering  the  valley  of  the  Des  Plaines,  at 
Summit,  the  canal  pursues  the  valley  of  that  stream  uninterruptedly,  and 
without  any  essential  deviation  from  a  tolerably  direct  course  until  it 
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reaches  the  valley  of  (he  Du  Page  river  at  the  42d  mile;  at  that  point 
it  changes  its  direction  from  south-west  to  south,  and  pursues  that  course 
nearly  six  miles,  to  turn  the  high  ground  or  spur  which  protrudes  itself 
fiom  the  north  to  ffe  mouth  of  the  Kankakee  river  (the  main  south¬ 
eastern  branch  of  the  Illinois;)  tins  spur,  or  ridge,  forms  what  is  called 
the  Kankakee  Bluff,  and  it  also  forms  one  of  the  most  exposed  and  ex¬ 
pensive  parts  of  the  canal  between  Lockport  and  La  Salle.  The  Des 
Pin  iries  liver  washes  the  foot  of  the  Bluff  about  2  miles,  and  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Kankakee  the  two  streams  combined  continue  in  contact 
with  the  bluff  for  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  further:  this  lower  portion  of 
the  bluff  is  greatly  exposed  to  the  action  of  floods  when  the  Kankakee 
is  high.  A  river  wall  ol  upwards  of 50  feet  in  height  has  been  lain  upon 
the  outer  slope  of  the  canal  bank  for  the  protection  of  the  same  against 
abrasions  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  and  a  half  miles.  Upon  the  lower 
or  western  division  of  the  canal  (he  route  is  still  in  the  immediate  valley 
of  the  river  (now  called  the  Illinois,)  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  same; 
the  bottoms  are  lower  than  the  above,  and  the  freshets  rise  higher,  con¬ 
sequently  greater  precautions  become  necessary,  and  have  been  adopted 
to  secure  the  banks  against  the  injurious  effects  of  inundations. 

_  O  * 

The  average  height  of  the  freshets  upon  the  summit  division  is  from 
three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half  feet  above  ordinary  low  water.  At 
the  Kankakee  ordinary  floods  are  about  12  feet  above  low  water,  and  the 
highest  rise  to  24  feet  ditto.  At  La  Salle  an  ordinary  fload  of  the  llli- 
nois  river  is  about  15  feet,  and  the  highest  yet  known  is  about  27  feet 
above  low  water. 

Below  the  Du  Page  sandstone  occurs  and  supplants  the  limestone  for¬ 
mation.  At  Ottawa  a  bed  of  limestone  is  found  reposing  upon  the  sand¬ 
stone.  At  the  Little  Vermilion,  near  the  termination  of  the  canal,  the  lime¬ 
stone  again.  Some  of  this  limestone  forms  an  excellent  material  for  masonry, 
while  there  is  a  large  portion  ot  it  which  is  unfit  for  this  purpose.  The  best 
yet  discovered  and  worked  is  at  Joliet  and  the  Little  Vermilion,  particu- 
laily  the  latter.  It  is  an  excellent  building  material.  In  both  cases  it  is 
quarried  with  great  facility,  and  it  has  been  extensively  used  in  locks  and 
other  structures  upon  the  canal. 

The  entire  line  of  canal  constitutes  three  divisions:  the  first  called  the 
Summit  Division,  extends  from  the  eastern  terminus  to  the  head  of  the 
first  lock  at  Lockport,  a  distance  (including  5  miles  of  Chicago  Creek)  of 
34^  miles. 

The  middle  division  extends  from  the  first  lock  to  the  upper  end  of 


section  141,  between  Troy  and  Marseilles,  and  is  371  miles 


long. 


The  western  division  from  section  141  to  the  western  terminus  of  the 
canal  at  La  Salle,  29|  miles. 

The  modification  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  in  the  plan  of  canal 
affects  the  summit  division  alone,  the  middle  and  western  divisions  will 
remain  unchanged.  ^ 

Between  the  29th  and  34th  mile  there  are  5  locks  of  10  feet  lift,  each, 
then  follows  a  level  (the  J<  diet)  of  eleven  miles,  extending  to  the  Du  Page 
river;  two  locks  at  the  end  of  this  level  unite  with  the  Dresdren  level, 
S  miles  in  length.  A  lock  of  eight  feet  lift  connects  the  Dresden  with 
the  Marseilles  level,  21  miles  in  length.  The  descent  to  the  Ottawa  level, 
miles  long,  is  effected  by  two  locks  of  8|  feet  each.  A  short  level  o  f 
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miles  then  intervenes,  and  is  followed  by  a  level  of  8  miles  in  length; 
thenre  two  levels  of  2  miles,  and  1  mile  tespectively;  the  former  with  1 
lock  and  the  latter  with  2  locks,  connect  the  canal  with  the  Illinois 
river. 

At  several  points  on  the  canal  extensive  basins  have  been  constructed, 
and  preparations  have  been  made  for  supplying  water  for  manufacturing 
purposes. 

The  section  of  the  canal  is  as  follows:  in  earthwork  CO  feet  wide  at 
surface,  36  feet  at  bottom,  6  feet  deep;  tow-path  iO  feet  wide;  berm- 
bank  7  feet  wide;  slopes  2  to  1;  area  of  the  section  288  feet. 

The  section  in  rock  60  feet  wide  at  surface,  48  feet  at  bottom,  6  feet 
deep;  slopes  below  the  surface  of  the  water  1  to  1,  above  the  surface  1 
to  4.  area  of  the  section  324  feet. 

The  length  of  the  canal  in  full  excavation  is  32.2  miles;  in  embankment 
7  miles;  and  in  excavation  and  embankment  combined  it  is  56.2  miles. 

We  now  proceed  to  exhibit  the  present  condition  of  the  canal;  the 
amount  of  work  which  has  been  done  upon  it,  and  that  which  remains  to 
be  done.  This  necessarily  involves  much  detail;  hut  without  such  detail, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  precise  nature  of  this 
work,  or  of  its  magnitude;  for  the  present  we  shall  consider  the  canal 
as  originally  projected;  to-wit:  with  a  supply  of  water  for  the  summit 
level,  drawn  from  lake  Michigan,  by  means  of  a  thorough  cut  of  30  miles 


in  extent. 

MileSe 

1st.  The  length  of  the  canal  proper  is,  -  96.40 

Length  of  tow-path  on  Chicago  creek,  -  -  -  4.11 

End  of  tow-path  to  the  Lake,  -  -  -  0.84 


Whole  distance,  Lake  Michigan  to  Illinois  river,  -  -  101.35 


2d.  The  whole  amount  of  earth  excavated  for  the  canal  and  appur¬ 
tenances  is  4,243,339  cubic  yards.  Of  which  494,231  cubic  yards  is  ce¬ 
mented  clay. 

The  whole  quantity  of  rock  excavated  is  1,394,554  cubic  yards.  Of 
which  19,374  is  detached,  and  the  residue  embodied  or  solid. 

To  complete  the  canal  upon  the  thorough  cut  plan,  will  require  of 


Common  earth  excavation, 
Cemented  clay, 

Embodied  or  solid  rock, 
Detached  or  loose  rock, 


Cubic  yards. 
1.174,120 
2,358.795 
422.471 
25,031 


If  the  summit-level  should  be  elevated  8  feet  at  the  Lake,  the  following 
quantity  of  excavation  would  be  necessary: 


Common  earth  excavation, 
Cemented  clay, 

Embodied  or  solid  rock, 
Detached  or  loose  rock, 


Cubic  yards. 
913,193 
4  i  0.460 
114,420 
25,032 
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From  thence,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  by  adopting  the  modified  plan* 
there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  cemented  clay  yet  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  of  nearly  2,  00,000  cubic  yards;  and  of  solid  rock,  upwards  of 
300,000  cubic  yards.  As  an  offset  to  this  great  diminution  in  the  quanti¬ 
ty  of  rock  at  the  summit,  it  must  be  remembered  that  expensive  feeders 
must  be  introduced,  to  supply  the  water  for  the  canal,  which  in  the  orig¬ 
inal  plan,  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  Lake. 

3d.  There  are  15  locks  upon  the  canal,  of  the  following  lifts;  one  of 

feet,  one  of  6  feet,  one  of  6.6-10  feet,  two  of  8,3-10  feet,  seven  of  10 
feet,  one  of  12  feet,  and  two  of  12|  feet;  total  quantity  of  lockage,  139.- 
7-10  feet;  declivity  given  to  the  several  levels,  5.34-100  feet;  total  fall, 
145.04  feet;  there  is  also  a  lock  of  6  feet  lift  upon  the  lateral  canal  at  Ot¬ 
tawa. 

The  locks  are  all  of  cut  stone;  they  are  110  feet  from  mitre  to  mitre, 
18  feet  in  width,  at  top  water-line  of  the  lower  level,  and  14  feet  at  bot¬ 
tom.  The  foundations  are  of  timber  not  less  than  12  by  10  inches,  cover-' 
ing  at  least  f  of  the  area;  under  the  mitre  sills  the  timbers  are  laid  in 
immediate  contact;  the  spaces  between  the  timbers  are  well  puddled,  and 
the  flooring  is  of  3  inch  plank,  jointed  and  tree-nailed;  the  thickness  of 
the  walls,  for  a  lock  of  10  feet  lift,  is  from  9i  to  1H  feet;  height,  18  feet; 
these  walls  have  a  slope  between  top  water-line  of  the  lower  level  of  2 
feet  in  65  feet  rise;  and  from  top  water* line  to  the  coping,  a  batter  of 
1-24;  the  backs  are  diminished  by  offsets  from  the  base  to  the  coping, 
where  they  are  3^  feet  thick;  the  breast  is  6  feet  wide  at  bottom,  4  feet 
wide  at  top,  with  a  coping  of  same  width,  and  1  foot  thick.  Upper  wings 
7£  feet  long,  turned  upon  a  radius  of  6  feet;  lower  wings  13^  feet  long, 
turned  upon  a  radius  of  eight  and  a  half  feet  at  bottom,  and  6  feet  at  top. 
The  beds  of  the  face  stone  are  16  inches  deep;  the  joints  are  hammered 
10  inches  back  from  the  face,  and  laid  with  a  mortar  (cement)  joint  not 
exceeding  i  inch  in  thickness;  courses  not  less  than  12  inches  in  height, 
laid  header  and  stretcher,  in  such  proportion,  that  the  distance  between 
two  headers  does  not  exceed  10  feet;  and  back  joints  also,  with  the  head¬ 
ers  in  the  next  lower  course;  headers  extend  not  less  than  4\  feet  into 
the  body  of  the  wall,  and  are  not  less  than  20  inches  on  the  face.  Stretch¬ 
ers  not  less  than  3  feet  in  length,  nor  have  they  a  bed  less  than  16  inches; 
the  face-stone  are  laid  in  full  mortar,  (cement, )  and  extending  over  the 
whole  bed  of  the  stone.  Backing  carried  up  simultaneously  with  the 
face-stone,  with  headers  between  the  headers  of  the  face-stone.  All  the 
stone  from  the  back  of  the  lock  for  18  inches,  and  from  the  back  to  the 
face  for  a  space  2  feet  in  width,  at  distance  of  8  feet  apart,  laid  in  full 
mortar,  (cement)  with  ail  cavities  carefully  grouted.  Puddling  behind  the 
lock-walls  is  3  feet  thick.  Coping  cut  upon  the  face,  the  top,  and  the 
joints;  it  is  from  l  to  2  feet  thick,  3  feet  long,  and  3  feet  wide;  the  whole 
laid  up  with  hydraulic  lime  mortar. 

Eignt  of  the  locks  have  their  foundations  upon  rock,  four  upon  gravel, 
two  upon  clay,  an  1  one  upon  piles.  For  the  various  details  of  the  locks, 
&c.,  see  the  accompanying  plan  of  lock  No.  14. 

The  statement  marked  A.,  exhibits  the  condition  in  detail  of  every  lock 
upon  the  line,  the  amount  which  has  been  expended  upon  each,  for  what 
purpose,  and  that  which  remains  to  be  expended  to  complete  each.  It 
will  be  seen  that  locks  1,2,  5,  and  12  have  their  masonry  entirely  com- 
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pleted,  while  the  others  are  in  a  greater  cr  less  degree  of  forwardness. 
The  sum  already  expended  upon  the  locks  amounts  to  §3G3,5(  5.04 
And  the  sum  required  to  complete  the  same,  exclusive  of  the  gates,  the 
cost  of  which  is  embraced  elsewhere,  is  -  -  -  -  §93,794.15 

This  sum  includes  $9,162  for  the  Ottawa  side,  east  lock. 

3d.  Aqueducts.  There  are  three  aqueducts  upon  the  line  of  the  canal; 
at  the  Au  Sable,  at  Fox  river,  and  at  the  Little  Vermilion.  The  abut¬ 
ments  and  piers  are  of  hammered  masonry,  similar  in  character  to  that  of 
the  locks;  the  aggregate  length  of  the  three  is  854  feet,  and  will  contain, 
when  completed,  about  9600  cubic  yards  of  masonry;  the  water  way,  or 
trunks  will  be  of  wood.  The  largest  of  the  aqueducts  is  that  of  Fox  riv¬ 
er,  now  nearly  completed;  it  is  450  feet  in  length,  with  seven  piers  of 
about  38  feet  in  height  each;  two  of  the  aqueducts  are  upon  a  rock 
foundation,  and  the  third  is  upon  compact  gravel.  Statement  B.,  contains 
information  in  detail  in  reference  to  the  aqueducts,  exhibited  in  the  same 
manner  that  it  is  for  the  locks.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  ex¬ 
pended  §118,154  78.  And  this  embraces  §13,178  03  for  the  Fecumsau- 
gan  and  Du  Page,  originally  designed  to  be  crossed  by  means  of  aque¬ 
ducts,  but  are  now  intended  to  be  crossed  by  dams. 

The  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  aqueducts,  including  §4, OSS  for 
the  Pecumsaugan  is  $69,617  50. 

4th.  Dams .  There  are  5  dams  built  and  to  be  built  upon  the  line.  One 
across  the  Des  Plaines  at  Joliet,  where  the  canal  crosses  that  river,  is  en¬ 
tirely  finished;  it  is  of  hammered  stone, 256  feet  long,  and  16  feet  high.  An¬ 
other  is  to  be  built  above  also,  across  the  Des  Plaines,  of  190  feet  in  length, 
and  14  feet  in  height.  The  3  others  amount  in  the  aggregate,  to  310  feet; 
these  last  are  to  be  of  stone  and  timber  combined:  three  of  the  dams, 
including  those  across  the  Des  Plaines,  are  upon  rock  foundation,  and 
two  upon  gravel.  Statement  C.  exhibits  the  work  completed  upon  dams; 
to  wit:  -  -  -  -  -  §16,690  84 

Amount  required  to  complete  the  same  is,  -  -  $20,664  56 

5th.  Arched  Culverts .  Of  these  there  are  ten  in  number;  five  are  of 
8  feet  span,  one  of  12  feet  ditto,  two  of  16  feet  ditto,  and  two  of  20  feet; 
the  shuting  of  the  six  first  is  of  rubble  work,  that  of  the  four  last  is  cut- 
work.  All  the  face-stone,  including  spandrel,  parapet,  and  wings,  are 
also  cut,  except  one  in  which  the  ring-stone  and  coping  only  are  cut, 
while  the  rest  of  the  face  is  hammered;  five  are  finished,  and  five  remain 
to  be  completed. 

The  details  relating  to  arched  culverts  will  be  found  in  statement  D; 
where  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  expended  §41,077  31,  and  that 
§37,186  91  remain  to  be  expended  to  complete  unfinished  work.  Of 
culverts  of  wood  there  are  thirteen;  seven  of  them  have  a  section  of 
8  square  feet,  four  of  10  ditto,  two  of  16  ditto,  and  one  of  60  ditto;  the 
height  of  these  culverts  is  2  feet  in  every  case;  the  area  of  the  section 
of  the Avater  way  being  increased  by  extending  the  width,  and  introduc¬ 
ing  supports  or  piers  at  suitable  distances  frem  each  other;  the  wood  cul¬ 
verts  are  intended  to  be  submerged  in  water,  and  therefore  the  objection 
to|thc  introduction  of  a  material  so  perishable  in  its  nature  is  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  obviated.  Statement  D.  shows  the  amount  expended  upon  culverts 
of  wood  to  be  §11,861  59;  and  that  §5,416  26  still  remain  to  be  expen- 
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dad  to  complete  unfinished  work.  Many  of  these  culverts  are  upon  rock 
foundation. 

(ith.  Slope  or  bank-walls.  At  the  Kankakee  bluff,  (junction  of  the  Des 
Plaines  and  Kankakee  rivers.)  the  canal  is  protected  by  a  river-wall,  laid 
upon  the  face  of  the  embankment,  to  prevent  the  abrasion  of  the  same  by 
the  waters  of  both  the  Des  Plaines  and  Kankakee.  In  times  of  fresh¬ 
ets  the  latter  stream  infringes  upon  the  north  side  of  the  Illinois  river 
with  great  force;  and  without  such  protection  for  the  embankment,  both 
at  this  point  and  above  it,  where  it  is  washed  by  the  Des  Plaines,  the 
bank  could  not  be  preserved.  This  wall  is  2  36  miles  in  extent,  and 
reaches,  at  one  part,  the  height  of  54  feet,  as  measured  upon  the  face  of 
the  slope;  it  contains  about  75,000  cubic  yards.  Near  the  termination  of 
the  canal,  at  the  steam-boat  canal  and  basin,  slope-wall  have  also  been 
constructed;  the  whole  quantity  laid  thereat  this  time  is  26,000  cubic 
yards,  and  more  remains  to  be  built,  to  complete  that  which  has  already 
been  commenced. 

Several  miles  of  the  canal  have  also  been  protected,  by  retaining-walls 
laid  upon  the  inside  of  the  canal-bank;  tiiese  walls  are  uniformly  2  feet 
thick  at  top,  vertical  at  back,  and  have  a  batter  at  face  of  About 
97,000  cubic  yards  have  been  laid,  and  about  ,500  remain  to  be  laid,  to 
complete  such  parts  as  it  is  designed  to  finish  at  present;  hereafter,  it 
may  be  found  necessary  or  expedient  to  extend  this  protection-wall  to 
other  parts  of  the  canal;  but  it  can  be  done  more  economically  and  ex- 
pedii  iously  when  the  canal  itself  is  completed,  and  can  be  availed  of  to 
transport  the  stone  to  such  parts  o(  the  work  as  may  seem,  after  the  wa¬ 
ter  is  admitted,  to  require  this  kind  of  protection. 

7th.  Of  waste  weirs  their  will  be  seven  to  be  provided  with  gates;  or- 
dina  i!y  the  surplus  water  will  flow  over  them’;  but  where  it  is  necessary 
to  draw  off  the  water  from  the  canal,  for  repairs,  &c.,  the  gates  of  course 
will  be  used.  In  addition  to  this  when  the  excavation  is  equal  to  the 
depth  of  water  in  the  canal,  say  six  feet,  outlets  for  the  water  will  be 
provided  nt  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground.  Tumbling  bags  will  be  in- 
trod  need  at  the  lower  end  of  most  of  the  levels,  and  at  such  other  points 
as  future  experience  may  suggest  to  be  necessary.  Statement  D,  shows 
that  $1,483-39  has  been  expended  upon  waste  weirs,  and  that  $5,416-20 
is  still  required  to  complete  them. 

8ih.  The  puddling  which  has  been  used  upon  the  canal  is  composed 
generally  of  fine  gravel  laid  on  wet,  in  courses  of  8  inches  in  thickness;  it 
is  introduced  into  all  foundations,  except  rock,  (in  which  case  the  spaces 
between  the  timbers  are  filled  with  concrete.)  it  is  placed  3  feet  thick 
around  the  outside  of  the  lock  walls,  in  the  sides,  and  over  the  tops  of  cul¬ 
verts,  at  the  backs  of  the  abutments  of  aqueducts,  and  at  the  dams. 
Lining  is  resorted  to  wherever  it  appeared  to  be  essential,  using  for  that 
purpose  the  best  or  most  water- tight  stuff  at  command! 

9th.  Bridges,  No  bridges  have  yet  been  built:  there  are  to  be  24  in 
number,  all  of  which  will  be  road-bridges,  except  two,  which  will  be  pri¬ 
vate  or  farm- bridges;  they  will  be  of  timber,  with  trussed  frames;  the 
aggregate  length  of  these  bridges  will  he  1955  feet,  to  be  elevated  above 
the  canal,  in  every  case,  not  less  than  11  feet.  The  abutments  to  be  of 
hammered,  dressed  stone,  with  cut  stone  coping.  In  addition  to  the 
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above,  one  road-bridge  is  to  be  built  over  the  artificial  channel  for  the 
Des  Plaines  river  at  the  Sauganaski  swamp.  One  over  the  Des  Plaines  at 
Joliet,  and  one  across  the  Du  Page  at  section  98;  the  combined  length  of 
these  last  will  be  070  fee  :.  Four  tow-path  bridges,  amounting  together 
to  710  feci,  are  also  to  be  built.  The  cost  of  these  several  structures  will 
be  found  in  statement  G,  i;  they  amount  by  the  estimate  to  $09, (hG  14. 

10th.  Basins  for  the  accommodation  of  the  trade  of  the  canal,  't  hese 
have  been  constructed  at  Lockport,  Joliet,  Du  Page,  Ottawa,  and  La 
Salle;  that  at  Lockport  is  120  feet  wide,  and  l  of  a  mile  long;  at  Joliet 
200  feet  wide,  and  U  miles  long;  at  Du  Page  130  feet  wide,  and  h  mile 
long;  at  Ottawa  100  feet  wide,  l  mile  long,  with  a  lateral  canal,  or  side 
cut,  80  feet  wide,  and  upwards  of  ^  mile  in  length;  at  LaSalie,  the  steam¬ 
boat  basin  covers  an  area  of  G|  acres;  and  the  steam-boat  channel,  leading 
from  the  same  into  the  Illinois  river,  is  118  feet  wide,  and  nearly  a  mile 
in  length.  Other  enlargements  of  the  canal  have  been  made  at  various 
points,  but  without  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  work,  for  they  have  been 
effected  by  simply  placing  the  banks  of  the  canal  further  apart  than  the 
established  width  of  (30  feet;  the  whole  extent  of  extra  width  in  case  the 
summit  level  should  be  elevated,  would  be  I3|  miles;  10  of  which  have 
a  width  75  to  90  feet,  while  the  residue  3^  is  front  120  to  200  fe  ct.  Lpon 
this  plan  there  would  be  about  17  miles  of  the  canal,  which  would  have 
a  greater  depth  of  water  than  7  feet. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  at  Lockport,  Joliet,  Du  Page  and  Ottawa, 
for  using  the  waters  of  the  canal  for  manufacturing  purposes;  the  fail  at 
Lockport  being  .  0  feet,  at  Joliet  10  feet,  Du  Page  15  feet:,  and  Ottawa 
32  feet:  the  expense  incurred  in  the  construction  of  these,  basins  amounts 
to  about  $190,000,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  canal  itself,  at  the  sev¬ 
eral  points  enumerated.  As  this  branch  of  the  subject  will  be  treated 
separately,  we  omit  further  remarks  in  this  place. 

11th.  Feeders.  In  the  original  plan  it  was  intended  to  introduce  the 
following  named  feeders: 

1st.  The  Des  Plaines  upon  the  summit  level. 

2d.  The  l)u  Page  upon  the  Joliet  level,  by  a  feeder  of  4  of  a  mile 
in  extent. 

3d.  The  Kankakee  upon  the  Dresden  level,  by  a  feeder  of  41  miles 
in  extent 

4th.  The  Fox  river  upon  the  Ottawa  level,  of  a  feeder  of  nearly  5 
miles  in  length. 


The  two  last  named  to  be  navigable;  the  second  and  fourth  are  already 
completed. 

Upon  the  mo  bbed  plan,  other  feeders  will  be  necessary,  and  they  will 
be  described  when  that  plan  is  discussed.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
with  the  exception  of  t tie  disposition  which  might  be  made  of  the  feeders 
below  the  summit  division,  that  no  par*  of  the  middle  or  western  division 
being  about  7-10  of  the  entire  line  would  be  effected  by  the  change  which 
it  is  proposed  to  make  in  the  mode  of  supplying  the  summit  with  water. 
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The  total  amount  of  work  executed  upon  the  canal  including  locks, 
dams  and  other  structures,  is  as  follows:— 

Summit  Division,  -  $2,258,743*34 

Middle,  “  -  1,129,933-60 

Western,  u  ....  1,335,560*74 


$4,724,237*68 


This  sum  is  the  amount  of  the  engineer’s  estimates  and  certificates:  the 
sum  actually  paid  for  work  executed,  will  appear  in  the  statement  of  the 
Acting  Commissioner,  to  wit:  '  $4,740,630*02 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  canal  upon  the  original  or 
thorough  cut  plan,  is  $2,337,677*08 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  canal  in  such  a  manner  as  wiU  at 
all  times  probably  secure  a  depth  of  water  of  6  feet,  that  is  by  increas¬ 
ing  the  depth  of  cutting  between  the  lake  and  section  15,  in  other  words 
by  taking  away  the  declivity  originally  given  to  that  portion  of  the 

canal,  $2,359,772*90 

Thus  making  the  entire  cost,  in  the  first  case,  (retaining 
the  declivity)  $7,061,914*76 

And  in  the  second  case,  (without  declivity  from  section  1 
to  section  15)  $7,084,010*50 

We  now  proceed  to  exhibit  the  proposed  modification  of  the  original 
plan  of  the  canal,  and  to  show  the  probable  cost  of  completing  the  work, 
upon  the  supposition  that  this  modification  will  be  adopted  as  a  substitute 
for  the  original. 

It  will  have  been  seen  in  the  preceding  description  of  the  canal,  that  it 
was  intended  to  draw  the  supply  of  water  for  the  summit  level  from 
Lake  Michigan;  it  will  also  have  been  seen  that  this  summit  level  of  30 
miles  in  extent,  constituted  the  most  difficult  and  expensive  portion  of  the 
canal.  In  the  estimate  which  was  made  by  Mr.  Gooding,  the  engineer, 
in  1836,  the  whole  cost  of  the  work  was  stated  to  be  $8,654,000;  while 
$5,870,000  of  this  sum  was  for  the  excavation  of  the  summit  division 
alone. 

Now,  according  to  the  present  estimates,  the  cost  of  completing  the 
summit  division  (including  superintendance  and  contingencies)  upon  the 
original  plan  is  $1,693,382;  it  is  clear,  therefore,  that  any  great  reduction 
which  may  be  effected  in  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal,  must  be  look¬ 
ed  for  in  this  part  of  the  work;  this  in  fact  is  the  case;  for  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  greater  proportion  of  the  rock  upon  the  summit  has  already  been 
removed,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying  profile  of  the  canal,  still  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cemented  clay  yet  re¬ 
mains  to  be  execavated;  by  elevating  the  summit  level  8  feet,  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  removing  this  very  difficult  and  expensive  material  will  no  longer 
exist. 

It  is  stated  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  why  Lake  Michigan  was 
constituted  the  principal  feeder  in  the  original  plan,  and  it  seems  unne¬ 
cessary  in  this  place  to  enter  further  upon  the  history  of  the  legislation 
upon  the  subject,  than  to  say  that  the  law  required  a  thorough  cut  from 
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the  Lake  to  the  Illinois  river,  that  the  water  of  the  Lake  might  not  onlv 
feed  the  canal,  but  that  in  addition  it  might  furnish  an  ample  supply  of 
water  for  manufacturing  purposes  upon  the  line  of  the  same.  In  1&38, 
the  question  of  raising  the  summit  level,  and  resorting  to  other  sources 
than  Lake  Michigan  fora  supply  of  water  was  discussed  by  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  and  by  the  decision  of  that  body,  an  examination  was  made  by  an 
eminent  engineer  ^Mr.  Wright),  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  the 
measure,  his  report  was  adverse  to  any  change  in  the  original  plan,  and 
the  work,  from  that  period  forward,  was  continued  as  it  had  been  projec¬ 
ted  with  a  thorough  cut. 

When  the  embarrassments  of  the  State  became  so  great,  that  the 
means  necessary  for  prosecuting  the  canal  could  not  be  procured,  it  was 
again  determined  to  ascertain  whether  some  means  could  not  be  devised 
by  which  the  plan  hitherto  pursued  could  be  changed,  and  the  work  be 
completed  at  less  cost  than  the  original  estimate;  further  examinations 
were  made  by  the  present  engineer,  and  they  resulted  in  the  discovery 
that  a  supply  of  water  could  be  provided  for  the  canal  without  resorting 
to  the  Lake  Michigan;  that  is  to  say,  that  there  were  streams  which  could 
be  conducted  to  the  summit  level,  capable  of  furnishing  water  in  sufficient 
quantity  for  the  purposes  of  the  canal  without  recourse  to  the  Lake.  In 
consequence  of  this  opinion,  the  law  relating  to  the  canal  was  revised  and 
authority  was  given  by  a  subsequent  law  to  change  the  plan  of  the  work 
in  such  manner  as  might  be  found  expedient  and  proper,  provided  the 
same  could  be  effected  without  departing  from  certain  principles  em¬ 
braced  within  the  same  law. 

The  modification  then  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  in  the  plan  of  the 
canal,  consists  in  elevating  the  summit  level,  and  resorting  to  certain  riv¬ 
ers  to  feed  the  same,  instead  of  drawing  a  supply  of  water  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  from  Lake  Michigan. 

This  will  require  the  introduction  of  two  additional  locks;  one  upon 
each  end  of  the  summit  level;  together  with  the  construction  of  such 
number  of  feeders  for  the  supply  of  water  for  the  same,  as  may  be  requir¬ 
ed  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  One  lock  of  eight  feet  lift  to  be  placed 
at  Chicago  creek,  and  the  other  of  ten  leet  ditto  at  section  63,  26^  miles 
distant  from  the  first; — the  difference  in  the  lifts  of  these  two  locks  is  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  declivity  of  two  feet,  which  is  given  to  the  canal  upon 
that  portion  of  the  line. 

The  important  feature  in  the  proposed  change  is  that  which  the  feeders 
present;  in  the  original  plan  with  the  bottom  of  the  canal  six  feet  below 
the  lowest  water  of  Lake  Michigan,  an  abundant  and  unfailing  supply  of 
water  would  at  all  times  be  at  command,  almost  without  the  possibility 
of  interruption,  while  in  the  other  case  reliance  must  be  placed  upon  the 
permanency  of  the  dams  and  other  structures  connected  with  the  feeders. 

Supply  of  water  for  the  Canal. 

In  the  original  plan  with  a  thorough  cut  from  Lake  Michigan,  to  the 
end  of  the  summit  level,  and  with  the  large  section  of  the  canal,  and  the 
declivity  of  one-tenth  of  a  foot  per  mile,  wnich  was  given  to  that  level, 
no  question  could  arise  in  reference  to  the  adequacy  of  the  supply  of  wa- 
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ter  which  might  be  drawn  from  the  Lake,  except  such  as  might  be  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  fear  that  the  surface  of  the  water  in  Lake  Michigan,  might 
one  day  fall  below  the  level  which  the  experience  of  ten  years  had  estab¬ 
lished  as  the  maximum  depression. 

'['he  law  required  that  such  a  depth  should  be  given  to  the  canal,  as 
should  at  all  times  “insure  a  navigation  of  four  feet,”  the  ordinary  depth 
of  the  canal  being  six  feet;  this  allowed  for  a  fluctuation  of  two  feet 
upon  the  summit  level  at  such  times  as  the  water  in  the  Lake  might  fall 
below  its  usual  stage. 

The  change  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  in  the  plan  of  the  summit 
level,  and  in  the  manner  of  supplying  it  with  water,  renders  it  necessary 
that  the  adequacy  of  the  supply  should  be  thoroughly  investigated  and 
satisfactorily  determined,  in  order  that  all  doubt  upon  this  essential  point 
should  be  removed. 

We  find  in  examining  plans  which  had  been  studied,  and  prepared  with 
great  care,  bv  the  judicious  and  experienced  engineer,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  devising  some  mode  of  conducting  the  canal,  upon  a  plan  less 
costly  than  that  originally  adopted,  that  his  project  embraced  three  feed¬ 
ers  for  the  summit  level,  to-wii: — the  Calumet  151  miles  long,  the  Du 
Page  rt\  miles,  and  the  Des  Plaines  by  aside  cut  of  *200  or  30(J  feet;  the 
inferior  levels  were  to  be  supplied  by  the  lower  Du  Page  upon  the  Joliet 
level ;  the  Kankakee  upon  the  Dresden  level,  and  the  lower  Fox  river 
upon  the  Ottawa  level. 

In  reference  to  the  lower  levels,  there  appeared  to  be  no  ground  for 
apprehending  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  water;  hut  in  the  case  of  the 
summit  level,  we  did  not  feel  such  an  entire  degree  of  confidence.  Our  at¬ 
tention,  therefore,  was  turned  in  that  direction,  and  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  acting  Commissioner  and  the  engineer  of  the  canal,  we  thought 
it  expedient  to  cause  an  additional  feeder  to  be  traced,  to-wit:  one  from 
the  Fox  river  at  Aurora,  across  to  the  summit  level  of  the  canal,  and  in¬ 
tersecting  it.  at  a  point  three  miles  east  of  Lock  port. 

A  line  of  levels  had  been  run  from  the  valley  of  the  Fox,  to  that  of  the 
Du  Page,  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  of  1813:  by  which  the  elevation 
of  the  intervening  country,  and  the  entire  practicability  of  constructing 
a  feeder  had  been  ascertained;  the  surveys,  however,  which  were  made 
at  that  time,  were  not  sufficiently  minute  to  admit  of  even  an  approxi¬ 
mate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  line,  and  as  this  seemed  to  us  very  de¬ 
sirable,  the  engineer  of  the  canal  undertook  after  our  arrival  to  trace  the 
line  with  sufficient  care,  to  enable  him  to  compute  the  probable  cost  of 
the  feeder.  Neither  time  nor  the  season  of  the  year  admitted  of  an  ex- 
act  I  ication;  this,  in  fact,  did  not  appear  necessary  or  expedient;  but  am¬ 
ple  information  was  elicited  to  determine  all  the  essential  features  of  the 
feeder.  The  entire  fall  Irom  the  Fox  to  the  summit  level  was  ascertain¬ 
ed  to  be  about . :  feet,  and  the  elevation  of  the  intervening  ground  in 
no  place  to  exqgod  16  feet,  through  prairie  lands  with  a  soil  composed  of 
loam  and  }h;^|bly  soine  clay;  the  length  of  the  feeder  from  the  Fox  riv¬ 
er  to  the  Du; Page  is  about  twenty-four  miles;  at  the  Du  Page  it  unites 
with  the  ,  feeder,  from  that  stream  to  the  summit  level  as  previously  tra¬ 
ced,  makipg  the  entire  length  of  the  feeder  from  the  Fox  river  to  the  ca¬ 
nal  nearly  jthirty- two  miles,  with  some  forty  feet  of  lockage;  this  feeder 
like  all  the  others  except  the  side  cut  from  the  Des  Plaines,  and  the  short 
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cut  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  at  the  lower  Du  Page  is  designed  to  be  naviga¬ 
ble;  with  a  section  of  42  feet  by  26,  by  4  feet  in  depth. 

Inasmuch  as  the  introduction  of  the  Fox  river  upon  the  summit,  will 
involve  an  expenditure  of  nearly  300,000  dollars,  beyond  the  sum  sta¬ 
ted  by  the  engineers  to  be  necessary  for  completing  the  canal  without 
that  feeder,  it  is  proper  that  we  should  state  the  grounds  fully  upon  which 
our  opinion  is  formed,  that  the  best  interests  of  the  canal  will  be  promo¬ 
ted  by  the  construction  of  this  feeder. 

This  first  question  in  connection  with  this  subject,  which  presents  it¬ 
self  for  consideration,  is  chat  which  relates  to  the  quantity  of  water 
which  is  required  for  the  supply  of  the  canal.  This  quantity  is  made  up 
of  the  following  items: 

First.  To  fill  the  canal  throughout. 

Second.  To  compensate  for  losses  by  evaporation. 

Third.  Ditto  by  filtration  and  absorption. 

Fourth.  Ditto  leakage  at  the  lock  gates. 

Fifth.  Ditto  waste  by  negligence  and  accident. 

Sixth.  Ditto  lockage. 

The  supply  being  abundant  for  the  inferior  levels,  we  may  with  pro¬ 
priety  confine  our  remarks  to  the  summit  level.  Upon  the  original  plan 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  summit  would  have  been  without  embankment; 
the  surface  of  the  canal  throughout  would  have  been  60  feet  in  width, 
while  the  bottom  would,  in  every  part  of  the  summit  level,  have  been  be¬ 
low  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  Des  Plaines  river,  very  near  to  which 
the  canal  passes  for  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles.  By  the  proposed 
modification,  the  bottom  of  the  summit  level  is  to  be  elevated  eight  feet; 
but  the  excavation  upon  the  original  plan  of  nearly  all  the  surface  of  the 
earth  work,  (about  nineteen  miles)  and  to  a  depth  of  about  5  feet  has  al¬ 
ready  been  made;  this  exposes  to  the  action  of  the  sun  and  winds  a  width 
to  be  acted  upon  of  92  feet  instead  of  60  feet;  in  the  rock  cutting  it  in¬ 
creases  the  width  of  surface  exposed  to  evaporation  to  64  feet;  it  causes 
an  increase  of  embankment  at  the  western  end  of  the  summit,  of  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  miles  in  extent;  and,  finally,  instead  of  being  at 
bottom  4  feet  below  the  Des  Plaines  river,  towards  the  western  extremity' 
where  the  embankment  is  to  be  formed,  it  is  4  feet  above  that  stream; 
thus  changing  the  percolation  from  the  canal  to  the  river,  instead  of  re¬ 
ceiving  it  from  the  river  into  the  canal;  all  these  causes  combine  to  in¬ 
crease  the  expense  of  water  so  far  as  it  relates  to  evaporation,  filtration, 
and  absorption. 

Passing  over  the  quantity  of  water  required  to  fill  the  canal,  which  is 
elsewhere  stated,  we  proceed  to  show  the  probable  amount  which  will  be 
required  to  compensate  for  evaporation. 

The  quantity  of  evaporation  from  a  given  surface  of  country  bears  a 
certain  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  upon  the  same  sur¬ 
face,  this  proportion  will  of  course  vary  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
climate,  whether  it  be  humid  or  otherwise;  the  prevalence  or  non-preva¬ 
lence  of  winds  and  other  causes. 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose  to  state,  that  under  ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  evaporation  from  the  surface  of  a  canal,  according  to  the 
observations  which  have  been  recorded,  is  for  a  season  from  50  to  100 
24 
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percent,  greater  than  the  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  case  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  the  loss  of  water 
caused  by  evaporation  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  as  great 
or  perhaps  greater  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August  and 
September,  than  in  the  case  of  any  known  canal.  Not  so  much, 
perhaps,  from  the  higher  temperature  of  the  air,  (although  during  the 
summer  months  it  is  sufficiently  high)  as  from  the  constant  breezes 
which  are  known  to  prevail  throughout  the  prairie  country,  during  the 
warm  season;  when  heat  and  gentle  currents  of  air  are  combined,  it  is 
also  known  the  quantity  of  water  evaporated  will  be  a  maximum. 

From  the  recorded  observations  made  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  between  1818 
and  1833,  for  eleven  years,  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  rain  which  fell 
amounted  to  44  inches  annually,  this  locality  being  nearer  to  Illinois 
than  any  other  of  which  we  have  the  results  collected  by  observers,  we 
shall  assume  44  inches  as  the  quantity  of  rain  which  falls  in  Illinois 
during  a  year,  and  the  annual  evaporation  at  twice  the  quantity  of  rain 
or  88  inches;  this  for  a  season  of  navigation  of  eight  months,  would 
amount  to  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  quantity — 38.67  inches; 
but  we  shall  assume  it  at  that  rate.  Now  from  this  is  to  be  deducted  the 
probable  amount  of  drainage  which  may  find  its  way  into  the  canal:  and 
this  we  place  at  0.24  of  the  whole  quantity  of  rain  for  the  year,  say  10.56 
inches;  or  omitting  fractions  we  place  the  loss  by  evaporation  for  the  eight 
months  at  48  inches;  say  for  the  entire  summit  level  138  cubic  feet  per 
minute. 

Filtration  and  absorption.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  ground  between 
Lake  Michigan  and  the  valley  of  the  Des  Plaines  is  a  low  and  wet  prairie; 
after  reaching  the  Des  Plaines,  the  line  of  canal  continues  through  cut¬ 
ting  of  a  similar  character,  until  it  reaches  the  Sauganaski  swramp,  19  miles 
from  Chicago  creek. 

After  passing  this  swamp,  the  cutting  is  in  rock  for  seven  miles;  but 
the  bottom  of  the  canal  being  below  the  bed  of  the  Des  Plaines,  through¬ 
out  a  great  portion  of  the  summit  level,  the  drainage  or  percolation  is 
into  the  canal  rather  than  from  it;  during  the  working  of  the  line  both  in 
the  rock,  and  in  the  earth  cutting,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  arose 
from  the  constant  influx  of  water  by  percolation,  and  it  became  necessa¬ 
ry  to  resort  to  expensive  means  to  keep  the  pits  sufficiently  free  to  carry 
on  the  excavations.  Not  less  than  twelve  to  fifteen  steam  engines  with 
well  arranged  pumps  being  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

These  facts  are  stated  that  it  may  be  seen  that  the  loss  of  water  by  fil¬ 
tration  and  absorption  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  summit  level,  must  ne¬ 
cessarily  be  much  less  than  is  usually  the  case  in  canals  in  general. 

Very  careful  experiments  have  been  made  upon  the  New  York  canals, 
the  Ohio  State  canals,  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  to  determine 
the  loss  of  water  under  ordinary  circumstances  by  filtration  and  evapora¬ 
tion.  In  the  case  of  the  two  first,  accurate  measurement  throughout  an 
entire  season  has  been  made  of  all  waters  received  into  a  certain  length 
or  section  of  the  canal  of  several  miles  in  extent;  deducting  from  this 
quantity  the  amount  expended  for  lockages  during  the  same  period,  the 
loss  from  the  two  causes  specified  has  been  deduced.  In  the  New  York 
canal  with  a  surface  width  of  40  feet,  and  area  or  traverse  section  of  132 
feet,  depth  being  four  feet,  the  expense  of  water  exclusive  of  lockages 
was  found  to  be  about  100  cubic  feet  per  mile,  per  minute.  In  Ohio,  upon 
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40  miles  of  a  canal  of  the  same  area  and  determined  by  the  same  pro¬ 
cess,  the  loss  was  ascertained  to  be  somewhat  less;  but  the  estimate  of 
100  feet  is  usually  adopted  in  that  State,  as  being  about  the  quantity 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  the  loss  under  ordinary  circumstances 
in  canals  constructed  similarly  to  those  of  Ohio  and  New  York.  In  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canals  where  the  dimensions  are  much  greater,  near¬ 
ly  the  same  in  fact  as  those  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan,  having  an  area 
of  276  feet.  Mr.  Fiske,  the  engineer,  ascertained  the  loss  of  water  from 
evaporation  and  filtration  to  be  very  much  less  than  that  stated  above. 
Upon  an  extent  of  40  miles  he  determined  the  loss  to  be  only  60  cubic 
feet  per  mile,  per  minute.* 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the  amount  of  evaporation  must  depend 
very  much  on  the  climate;  the  ordinary  state  of  the  atmosphere,  wheth¬ 
er  humid  or  otherwise,  and  upon  the  prevalence  or  non-prevalence  of 
winds.  The  filtration  and  absorption  will  depend  of  course  upon  the 
section  given  to  the  canal,  the  nature  of  the  soil  through  which  it  is  con¬ 
structed,  and  the  degree  of  care  that  may  be  bestowed  upon  the  form¬ 
ing  of  the  banks,  puddling,  lining,  &c.  The  instances  quoted  are  de¬ 
signed  to  exhibit  the  experience  upon  the  several  works  enumerated, 
and  to  aid  us  in  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  probable  loss  of  water  upon 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  when  the  circumstances  are  in  any  de¬ 
gree  similar. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  answer  to  the  1 5th  query  proposed  by  us  on  the 
11th  December,  1843,  that  the  engineer  estimates  10.215  cubic  feet,  per 
minute,  for  loss  of  water  by  filtration  and  absorption  upon  the  entire 
length  of  the  canal,  an  average  of  about  106  cubic  feet  per  mile.  He 
adds  that  he  allows  but  250  cubic  feet  for  the  summit  level,  or  less  than 
10  cubic  feet  per  mile,  per  minute.  Now,  notwithstanding  we  believe 
that  the  loss  of  water  upon  this  summit  level  will  be  unprecedently 
small,  from  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  which  we  have  stated  as 
connected  with  its  construction,  still  we  do  not  consider  it  safe  in  so  im¬ 
portant  a  point,  to  rely  too  much  upon  the  generally,  very  favorable  ap¬ 
pearances  which  this  summit  presents.  We  prefer  rather  to  err  in  over¬ 
estimating  the  loss  of  water  upon  this  portion  of  the  line  than  to  be  led 
into  the  opposite  error  of  underestimating  the  quantity,  that  we  may  be 
certainly  within  the  limits  of  probability,  we  shall  assume  one-half  of  the 
average  estimate  per  mile,  of  Mr.  Gooding,  the  engineer,  and  place  the 
loss  by  filtration  and  absorption  for  the  summit  level  at  53  cubic  feet  per 
mile,  per  minute. 

Exclusive  of  the  summit  division  we  regard  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Good¬ 
ing  of  the  loss  of  water  by  filtration  and  absorption  (142  cubic  feet,  per 
mile,  per  minute,)  to  be  sufficient. 

Leakage  at  the  lock-gates .  It  is  obvious  that  the  quantity  of  leakage  at 
the  gates  must  depend  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the  workmanship, 
and  the  degree  of  attention  given  to  the  gates  by  the  lock-tender.  Some 
very  careful  experiments  were  made  by  the  engineer  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  to  ascertain  the  loss  of  water  at  the  gates  upon  that  ca¬ 
nal,  the  result  showed  the  waste  to  be  much  greater  than  one  might  sup- 

•  Report  of  Col.  J.  J.  Abert  upon  the  canal  to  connect  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
with  Baltimore. 
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pose  would  be  the  case  upon  a  work  so  well  constructed  as  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  to  wit;  “  twelve  locks  full  (prisms  of  lift)  per  day.”* 

In  the  same  report  it  is  stated  that  the  average  loss  upon  the  Langue¬ 
doc  canal  is  30,514  cubic  feet,  per  day,  or  21  cubic  feet,  per  minute,  for 
each  lock.  This  average  loss  does  not  convey  the  necessary  means  of  de¬ 
termining  the  loss  applicable  to  our  present  purpose;  the  maximum  loss 
would  convey  an  idea  better  suited  to  our  object ;  the  extraordinary  loss 
upon  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  (148  cubic  feet,  per  minute)  appears 
to  be  much  greater  than  it  ought  to  with  locks  and  gates  properly  con¬ 
structed.  The  estimate  of  Mr.  Gooding  is  20  cubic  feet,  per  minute,  for 
each  lock.  We  shall  assume  the  loss  at  each  to  be  50  cubic  feet,  per 
minute. 

The  waste  of  water,  by  accident  or  negligence,  cannot  well  be  esti¬ 
mated,  still  it  is  a  source  of  loss  which  should  not  be  overlooked  in  as¬ 
certaining  the  quantity  of  water  required  for  the  supply  of  the  summit 
level, 

Lockage .  This  of  course  will  constitute  the  principal  item  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for;  the  precise  quantity  will  evidently  depend  upon  the  amount 
of  trade  to  be  accommodated. 

If  we  suppose  a  maximum  trade,  and  compute  the  quantity  of  water 
requisite  for  the  lockage  for  such  a  trade,  we  shall  by  that  means  exhibit 
the  greatest  demand  that  can  ever  arise;  making  subsequently  such  de¬ 
duction  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary  to  correspond  with  such  a  state 
of  business  as  may  be  supposed  will  hereafter  exist,  we  shall  be  able  to 
present  a  result  tolerably  near  the  truth. 

By  a  maximum  trade,  we  mean  to  say  that  we  are  to  assume  that  a 
boat  shall  pass  the  summit  level  once  in  5  minutes  during  the  24  hours, 
and  that  this  continues  throughout  the  season  of  navigation  of,  say,  220 
days.  We  shall  further  assume  that  each  boat  will  require  two  locks  full 
of  water  to  pass  the  summit,  making  subsequently  such  deduction  for  re¬ 
turn  boats  as  the  chances  of  meeting  of  ascending  and  descending  boats 
at  a  lock  may  seem  to  warrant. 

The  lock  at  the  east  end  of  the  summit  being  8  feet  lift,  and  at  the  oth¬ 
er  extremity  being  10  feet,  the  mean  lift  will  be  9  feet ;  with  the  dimen¬ 
sions  already  stated,  it  will  be  seen  that  such  a  lift  will  contain  17,820 
cubic  feet  of  water.  Then  with  a  season  of  navigation,  of  220  days, 
there  would,  upon  the  supposition  that  a  boat  should  pass  the  summit  every 
5  minutes,  be  63,360  lockages;  the  expense  of  water,  therefore,  per  lock, 
per  minute,  would  be  3,564  cubic  feet,  or  for  both  locks  7,128  cubic  feet; 
this  quantity  of  water,  for  lockage,  then  would  be  the  greatest  that  could 
be  required  under  any  circumstances. 

If  we  assume,  with  the  engineer,  that  the  transportation  upon  the  ca¬ 
nal  may  amount  to  2,500,000  tons  annually,  and  that  each  boat  will  con¬ 
vey  80  tons,  this  would  require  one  lockage  in  every  10  minutes  through¬ 
out  the  season  of  navigation,  and  the  expense  of  water  would  be  3,515 
cubic  feet,  per  minute. 

It  is  stated,  in  the  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  New  York, 
that  during  the  season  of  navigation  of  1841,  between  26th  of  April, 
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and  29th  November, 218  days,  that  30,320  boats  passed  through  a  lock  in 
the  Erie  canal,  (Alexander’s,  3  miles  west  of  Schenectady)  equal  to  a 
lockage  once  in  10|  minutes.  The  greatest  number  of  lockages  in  any 
one  month  was  in  October,  1841,  to  wit:  4,862,  or  about  one  lockage  in 
9.1-5  minutes;  and  the  greatest  number  in  any  one  day  was  in  June, 
1836,  242  boats  having  passed — which  is  equal  to  a  lockage  once  in  rath¬ 
er  less  than  6  minutes. 

Inasmuch  as  we  do  not  possess  sufficient  data  to  guide  us  in  forming  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  amount  of  transportation  which  may  pass  through 
the  canal,  we  prefer  to  state  the  probable  demand  for  lockage  which  would 
be  required  in  the  case  of  a  maximum  trade.  This  quantity  we  have 
shown  to  be  7,128  cubic  feet  per  minute;  now,  if  we  suppose  that  one- 
third  of  the  ascending  boats  may  meet  the  same  number  of  descending 
boats  at  the  locks,  and  by  this  means  exhaust  one  lock  full  of  water 
only  for  both  boats,  we  shall  of  course  diminish  the  quantity  of  lockage 
water  in  the  same  proportion,  say,  2,376  cubic  feet;  leaving  4,752 
cubic  feet,  per  minute,  as  the  amount  required  for  lockage  across  the 
summit  level. 

We  have  made  a  very  liberal  deduction  in  the  quantity  of  water  re¬ 
quired  for  lockage,  occasioned  by  the  chances  of  boats  meeting  at  the 
locks;  and  greater  probably  than  would  be  proper,  had  we  not  in  the  es¬ 
timate  which  we  have  made  of  the  number  of  lockages  been  also  liberal, 
we  consider  it  a  safer  measure  to  provide  such  a  quantity  of  water,  that  no 
reasonable  ground  for  doubt  in  reference  to  the  adequacy  of  the  supply 
can  be  entertained;  it  is  one  of  those  questions  which  must  be  established 
beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt. 

We  shall  require  then,  according  to  our  own  ideas,  the  following  quan¬ 
tities  of  water  for  the  supply  of  the  summit  level: — 


For  Evaporation, 

Filtration  and  absorption,  - 
Leakage  at  the  gates,  v2  locks) 
Lockage, 


Cubic  feet. 

per  minute,  13S 
do  1,404 
do  100 

do  4,752 


Cubic  feet,  per  minute,  6,394 


It  will  now  be  necessary  to  show  the  quantity  of  water  which  can  be 
delivered  upon  the  summit. 

In  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Gooding,  the  engineer,  he  has  shown  that  the 
canal  can  be  completed  upon  the  modified  plan  for  $1,485,095,  including 
the  cost  of  feeders  from  Calumet  river,  Du  Page,  and  Des  Plaines,  intro¬ 
duced  upon  the  summit  level  and  the  Kankakee  upon  the  Joliet  level. — 
He  has  also  shown,  that  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  add  the  Fox 
river  feeder  to  the  above,  and  carry  the  Kankakee  to  the  Dresden  level 
only,  that  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal  would  be  $1,733,243  52. 

The  proposition  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  complete  the  canal  for  $1,- 
600,000,  makes  it  necessary  that  we  should  point  out  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  effect  the  object  within  that  sum,  and  if  any  objections  to 
the  plan  exist  in  our  minds  that  we  should  state  those  objections. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Gooding  that  the  Calumet,  Du 


54 


(366) 

Page,  and  Des  Plaines  have  been  gauged  frequently  at  long  intervals  apart, 
and  at  their  minimum  stage  when  delivering  the  least  quantity  of  water. 

Cubic  feet. 


At  its  lowest  stage  the  the  Calumet  afforded,  at  a 

point  15|  miles,  from  the  canal,  per  minute,  -  -  5,333 

The  Du  Page  17|  miles  distant,  do  1,665 

The  Des  Plaines  near  the  canal,  do  338 


Cubic  feet,  per  minute,  -  -  7,336 


Now,  according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Gooding,  (and  from  the  knowl¬ 
edge  which  we  possess  of  the  character  of  the  Sauganaski  swamp,  through 
which  the  Calumet  feeder  would  be  conducted,  we  unite  with  him  in 
opinion)  the  following  quantities  might  be  delivered  upon  the  summit  lev¬ 
el  from  the  three  streams  enumerated,  to  wit: 

Calumet  river,  cubic  feet,  per  minute,  -  4,500 

Du  Page,  -  -  “  66  -  -  -  1,600 

Des  Plaines,  -  “  “  -  -  -  -  200 


Cubic  feet,  per  minute,  -  6,300 


By  this  estimate  it  will  be  seen  that  a  small  allowance  is  made  for  evap¬ 
oration  and  filtration  upon  the  Calumet  feeder  and  the  Du  Page;  in  the 
first  case,  the  feeder  line  will  be  traced  through  an  extensive  swamp,  at  all 
times  wet;  in  the  case  of  the  Du  Page,  the  quantity  assumed  is  that  which 
was  determined  in  1830;  but  Mr.  Gooding  remarks,  that  it  is  “much  less 
than  is  shown  by  any  subsequent  measurement;”  these  last  having  varied 
while  the  river  was  at  is  lowest  stage,  from  2300  to  2900  cubic  feet,  per 
minute;  for  this  reason,  therefore,  we  consider  it  safe  to  estimate  that  the 
Du  Page  may  furnish  1660  feet  at  the  summit  level. 

Quantity  of  water  is  required  for  the  summit  level  of  the  canal,  by  our 
estimate,  per  minute,  is  6394  cubic  feet. 

Quantity  furnished  by  the  above  feeders,  6300 

Deficiency,  -  -  94 

Upon  the  supposition  that  our  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  water  re¬ 
quired  for  the  purposes  stated  is  a  correct  one,  or  that  it  is  within  any 
reasonable  degree  of  accuracy,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  amount 
which  these  feeders  are  capable  of  furnishing,  at  this  minimum  stage,  is  in¬ 
sufficient  to  secure,  at  all  times,  an  ample  supply.  A  liberal  allowance 
should  be  made  to  meet  extraordinary  and  unexpected  losses,  a  waste  of 
water  whether  caused  by  breaches  in  the  works  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Gooding’s  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  water  required  for  the  canal 
is  not  based  upon  the  same  data  which  we  have  used  in  our  own  computa¬ 
tions;  he  assumes  a  certain  state  of  trade,  (and  a  very  liberal  one  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is)  while  we  assume  a  maximum  business  for  the  canal.  Still  it  is 
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one  which  has  been  very  nearly  approached  already  upon  the  Erie  canal, 
as  we  have  shown.  Mr.  Gooding  assumes  that  2,500,000  tons  may  be 
transported  annually  through  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal;  and  he  es¬ 
timates  the  expense  of  water  occasioned  by  lockage,  filtration,  evapora¬ 
tion,  &c.,  per  minute,  -  -  -  3,890  cubic  feet. 

Quantity  furnished  by  the  feeders,  -  6,300 

Surplus,  -  -  2,410 

With  great  deference  and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Gooding,  the 
result,  as  we  know,  of  long  experience  in  his  profession,  of  an  excellent 
and  well-matured  judgment,  added  withal  to  the  strongest  desire  on  his 
part  to  exhibit  the  facts  connected  with  the  canal  and  its  prospects  as  they 
actually  exist,  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  differ  from  him  in  his  con¬ 
clusions  in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  water  required  for  the  canal:  and 
although  the  views  wrhich  we  entertain  upon  this  subject  make  it  neces¬ 
sary  for  us  to  recommend  the  introduction  of  a  further  supply  of  water 
beyond  that  which  was  contemplated  by  Mr.  Gooding,  in  his  estimate  of 
$1,600,000  for  the  completion  of  the  canal:  still  we  do  not  think  that  the 
difference  between  that  sum  and  that  which  will  be  necessary,  in  case  an 
additional  feeder  (Fox  river)  be  introduced  upon  the  summit,  should  be 
considered  an  objection  of  any  weight,  when  compared  with  the  impor¬ 
tant  and  paramount  object  of  securing  an  abundant  and  unfailing  supply 
of  water  for  the  canal. 

If  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  strengthen  the  opinion  which  we 
have  expressed  upon  this  subject,  we  might,  with  great  propriety,  state 
one  or  two  considerations  which  appear  to  us  to  be  of  some  importance, 
and  as  such  not  to  be  disregarded. 

1st.  The  Calumet  river,  which,  in  the  present  plan,  forms  the  princi¬ 
pal  feeder,  and  will  supply  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  water  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  upon  the  summit,  rises  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  is,  in  fact,  a  riv¬ 
er  of  that  State  rather  than  of  Illinois. 

2d.  Upon  the  supposition,  that  all  the  water  which  it  is  calculated  can 
be  delivered  upon  the  summit,  may  actually  be  received  there,  it  would 
seem  not  to  be  prudent  to  depend  too  much  upon  any  one  feeder,  lest  ac¬ 
cident  should  cause  interruption  to  the  supply  of  water,  and  thereby  cause 
for  a  time  a  suspension  in  the  use  of  the  canal. 

3d.  If  the  waters  of  the  Fox  river  be  brought  to  the  summit  by  means 
of  a  navigable  feeder,  as  proposed,  we  fully  believe,  that  in  addition  to  its 
usefulness  for  the  particular  purpose  for  which  it  is  required,  that  it  will 
furnish  an  equivalent  in  the  business  which  it  will  add  to  the  canal,  and 
in  the  waiter-power  which  will  be  created  at  the  locks  upon  it,  for  the  in¬ 
terest  upon  the  outlay  which  will  be  necessary  for  its  construction  and 
maintenance. 

4th.  The  extensive  preparations  which  have  been  and  are  to  be  made 
at  Lockport,  for  manufacturing  purposes,  will  be  rendered  inoperative  in 
a  great  degree,  unless  more  water  is  brought  upon  the  summit  than  can 
be  relied  upon,  in  case  Fox  river  be  not  introduced. 

In  another  part  of  this  report  it  is  stated,  that  a  survey  had  been  made 
of  a  route  for  a  feeder  from  Fox  river,  at  Aurora,  to  unite  with  the  Du 
Page  at  the  valley  of  the  latter  stream  seven  and  three-quarter  miles  north  of 
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the  summit  level;  making  the  entire  length  of  the  two  feeders,  thus  com¬ 
bined,  about  32  miles  long,  42  feet  wide  at  surface,  26  at  bottom,  and  4 
feet  deep,  with  38  feet  lockage. 

Fox  river  was  gauged  at  Aurora,  while  we  were  there  (Dec.  8,  1843;) 
it  then  furnished  at  that  place  37,865  cubic  feet  per  minute.  The  millers 
and  others,  living  at  Aurora,  stated  that  the  stream  at  that  time  was  one- 
third  higher  than  it  would  be  at  its  lowest  stage.  This  is  the  only  meas¬ 
urement  which  has  been  made  of  this  stream,  of  course  it  is  only  at  its 
minimum  stage  that  it  is  desirable  to  know  the  quantity  of  water  deliver¬ 
ed,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  repeat  the 
measurement. 

If  this  stream  furnishes,  as  the  millers  state,  25,000  cubic  feet  per  min¬ 
ute,  at  its  lowest  stage,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  drawing  from  it  such 
quantity  as  to  ensure  a  delivery  of  5600  cubic  feet  upon  the  summit  level. 
If  we  draw  from  the  river  at  Aurora  8000  cubic  feet,  we  can,  without 
doubt,  reckon  with  certainty  upon  5000  feet  at  the  summit. 

The  whole  quantity  of  water  then  would  be  thus-exhibited: — 

Cubic  feet. 


Calumet,  Du  Page,  and  Des  Plaines,  combined,  -  -  6,300 

Fox  river,  -------  5,000 

11,300 

Expense  of  the  water  of  the  canal,  -  6,369 

Surplus,  -  4,931 


And  this  surplus,  in  addition  to  the  demand  that  may  occasionally  be 
made  upon  it,  to  compensate  for  losses  by  accident  and  w'aste,  may  be 
most  usefully  disposed  of  in  creating  water-power  upon  the  line  of  the  fee¬ 
der  itself,  and  upon  the  canal  at  Lockport. 

We  now  proceed  to  show  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal  upon  the 
modified  plan;  that  is,  by  elevating  the  summit  level  one  lock,  and  by 
introducing  feeders  for  the  supply  of  water  for  the  same,  from  the  adja¬ 
cent  rivers. 

The  great  saving  in  the  cost  of  constructing  the  summit  level,  which  is 
to  arise  in  consequence  of  the  proposed  modification  of  the  plan  of  the 
canal,  will  readily  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  accompanying  profile 
or  section  of  the  line;  it  will  be  apparent  that  in  elevating  the  bottom  of 
the  canal  to  the  height  of  the  black  line  drawn  upon  the  profile,  that  cut¬ 
ting  in  cemented  clay  fora  depth  of 8  feet,  will  be  entirely  avoided.  The 
quantity  of  expensive  excavation  thus  diminished  is  upwards  of  1,900,000 
cubic  yards;  and  of  rock  excavation,  upwards  of  300,000  cubic  yards.  Op¬ 
posed  to  this  is  to  be  stated  the  cost  of  such  feeders  as  may  be  introduced 
upon  the  summit,  to  supply  the  water  that  would  in  the  original  plan  be 
drawn  from  the  Lake,  and  the  cost  of  two  additional  locks  beyond  the 
number  which  would  be  necessary,  in  case  the  summit  level  consisted  of 
the  thorough  cut. 

To  the  saving  which  is  to  be  effected  in  the  cost  of  the  canal,  by  mod¬ 
ifying  the  plan,  there  is  to  be  added  that  which  will  arise  from  the  very 
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great  reduction  in  the  value  of  both  labor  and  provisions,  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  original  estimates  were  made  in  1836;  for  example,  we 
place  side  by  side  the  cost  of  labor  and  provisions  in  1836  and  1843. 


Labor  of  man  per  month. 
(Average)  - 
Horses,  each, 

Oxen,  per  yoke, 

Beef,  per  cwt., 

Flour,  per  barrel,  - 
Pork,  per  barrel, 


Cost  in  1836. 

Cost  in  1843, 

$40  00 

$16  00 

100  00 

60  00 

80  00 

45  00 

6  00 

3  00 

11  00 

3  50 

22  00 

8  00 

And  other  articles  in  the  same  proportion. 

As  this  enquiry  (in  reference  to  the  cost  of  labor  and  provisions)  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  to  be  a  very  important  one,  as  affording  the  best  means  of 
comparing  the  present  estimates  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  work  with 
those  which  had  been  made  in  former  years,  the  questions  relating  to  this 
subject  were  extended  to  several  persons;  such,  in  fact,  as  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  canal  as  contractors,  and  whose  means  of  information  there¬ 
fore  were  ample.  We  found  very  generally  that  their  statements  corres¬ 
ponded  with  those  which  were  furnished  by  the  engineer,  in  reply  to  our 
interrogatories. 

Such  an  extraordinary  difference  in  the  value  of  labor,  provisions,  and 
materials  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work,  must  of  course,  diminish  great¬ 
ly  the  cost  of  that  portion  of  the  canal  which  remains  to  be  completed 
and  for  which  new  contracts  are  to  be  made.  The  reason  of  this  wide 
difference  between  the  prices  of  1836  and  1843,  is  sufficiently  obvious. 
In  1836,  the  country  was  comparatively  a  wilderness:  without  inhabitants; 
every  article  of  provisions,  therefore,  had  to  be  procured  at  a  distance, 
and  at  high  prices,  population  was  beginning  to  flow  in,  consumingall  the 
provisions  that  the  sparse  settlements  produced:  it  was  at  a  period  too, 
when,  from  the  prosperous  appearances  which  seemed  to  surround  every 
undertaking,  that  all  articles  of  provision  were  in  great  demand,  and  ac¬ 
quired  a  fictitious  value.  High  prices  for  the  necessaries  of  life  of  course 
produced  high  prices  in  all  other  articles;  labor,  it  will  be  seen,  was  high¬ 
est  of  all.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  necessarily  enhanced,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  the  difficulties  and  expenses  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  canal. 
The  estimates  ofcostwrere,  of  course,  made  to  correspond  with  the  prices 
of  labor  and  provisions,  as  existed  at  the  period  for  which  they  were 
made.  At  the  present  day,  the  country  through  which  the  canal  passes 
is,  comparatively,  well  settled;  every  article  of  provision  necessary  for  the 
work-people  is  raised  in  the  greatest  abundance  near  the  line  of  the  ca¬ 
nal,  and  labor  is  cheap. 

The  estimates,  consequently,  of  the  cost  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  work  have  been  revised,  and  the  prices  affixed  to  the  several  descrip¬ 
tions  have  been  reduced,  to  correspond  with  the  present  value  of  labor  and 
provisions. 

The  cost  of  the  canal  upon  the  raised  level,  together  with  the  feeders 
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which  were  contemplated,  is  according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Gooding, 
the  engineer,  as  follows: — 


To  complete  the  summit  division, 
Ditto,  middle  ditto, 

Ditto,  western  ditto,  - 
Superstructure,  and  contingencies, 


$459,463  13 
318,492  63 
2S7,4?6  53 
74,510  28 


For  the  Calumet  feeder,  -  -  153,394  45 

Ditto,  Du  Page  ditto,  -  -  69,835  68 

Ditto,  Kankakee  ditto,  (at  Joliet  level,)  122,922  86 


$1,138,942  87 
346,152  99 


$1,485,095  86 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that,  according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Gooding,  the 
canal  can  be  completed  upon  the  raised  level,  and  with  all  the  feeders 
which  it  was  proposed  by  him  to  introduce,  for  the  sum  of  $1,415,095  86; 
being  $114,904  14  less  than  the  sum  named  in  the  second  proposition  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  ($1,600,000.) 

Under  the  law,  authorizing  a  loan  to  be  made  for  completing  the  ca¬ 
nal,  the  contractors  who  were  prosecuting  the  work  at  the  period  when 
the  operations  were  suspended,  have  the  privilege  secured  to  them  of  re¬ 
newing  their  contracts,  provided  they  take  the  work  at  such  prices  as 
the  engineer  appointed  by  the  Trustees  may  deem  to  be  equitable;  this 
being  the  case,  we  suppose  that  it  might  have  the  effect  to  create  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  minds  of  the  bond-holders,  to  know  that  these  contractors,  to 
whom  this  right  is  reserved,  were  willing  to  bind  themselves  to  under¬ 
take  the  work  at  the  estimates  of  the  engineers.  This  also  appeared  to 
some  of  the  principal  contractors  to  be  the  best  evidence  they  could  give 
of  their  confidence  in  the  sufficiency  of  the  estimates  to  complete  the  ca¬ 
nal,  and  of  their  readiness  to  enter  into  contracts  to  execute  the  work, 
provided  they  should  find  the  revised  estimates  of  the  engineer  satisfac¬ 
tory.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sense  of  the  entire  body  of 
contractors,  a  meeting  of  the  whole  was  called  at  Lockport,  by  some  of 
their  number,  where,  after  an  examination  of  the  estimates,  a  majority  of 
them  agreed  to  propose  to  undertake  the  entire  work  at  the  estimates  then 
submitted  to  them  by  the  engineer;  this  proposal,  marked  J.  and  trans¬ 
mitted  herewith,  is  signed  by  37  of  the  former  contractors. 

In  this  they  offer  to  complete  the  work  upon  the  original  or  thorough- 
cut  plan  for  the  sum  of  -  -  -  -  $2,300,000 

They  propose  to  finish  it,  upon  the  modified  plan,  with  the  Calumet 
feeder,  the  Du  Page  ditto,  and  the  Kankakee,  upon  the  Joliet  level,  for 
the  sum  of  -----  -  $1,425,000 

These  sums  are  exclusive  of  superintendence,  office  expenses,  &c.; 
at  Mr.  Gooding’s  estimate,  these  two  items  would  amount  to  7  per  cent, 
upon  the  gross  expenditure,  making  the  cost,  in  the  first  plan,  $2,461,000; 
and,  in  the  second,  $1,524,750. 

In  case  the  Fox  river  feeder  should  be  added,  they  propose  to  construct 
that  work  at  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  Mr.  Gooding,  as  security  for 
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the  performance  of  the  contract,  they  offer  to  deposit  with  the  trustees, 
$250,000  of  preferred  canal  scrip,  bonds,  or  other  indebtedness. 

After  the  fullest  examination  of  the  several  questions  connected  with 
the  cost  of  completing  the  canal,  and  after  comparing  the  cost  ol  that 
which  is  already  executed  with  that  which  remains  to  be  done,  consider¬ 
ing  too  the  great  reduction  which  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  labor  and 
provisions  between  the  years  1836  and  1843,  and  the  proposition  of  an 
intelligent  and  experienced  body  of  contractors,  to  undertake  the  work 
at  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  and  this  willingness  to  bind  themselves  to 
furnish  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  contract,  we  express 
the  opinion  with  great  confidence,  that  the  canal,  together  with  the  Cal¬ 
umet,  Du  Page,  Des  Plaines,  and  Kankakee  feeders,  can  be  executed  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $1,600,000. 

It  might  be  considered  that  in  expressing  this  opinion,  we  had  complied 
with  the  wishes  of  the  bond-holders,  so  far  as  the  second  proposition  or 
statement  made  by  the  State  of  Illinois  is  concerned,  to  wit:  “That  the 
cost  of  the  completion  of  the  canal  would  not  exceed  1,600,000  dollars*” 
But  we  entertain  the  belief  that  the  best  interests  of  the  canal  require, 
that  more  water  be  at  command  than  the  three  streams  which  are  propos¬ 
ed  to  be  introduced  upon  the  summit  level,  can  deliver.  We  have  enter¬ 
ed  so  fully  upon  that  branch  of  the  subject,  (the  supply  of  water,)  in  a  for¬ 
mer  part  of  this  report,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  it  here;  but 
we  will  state  such  modifications  of  the  proposed  plan,  as  appear  to  us  to 
be  highly  worthy  of  consideration. 

It  is  shewn  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Gooding,  that  the  cost  of  the  several 
feeders  is  as  follows: — 


Calumet  feeder, 

Fox  river  and  Du  Page  combined, 
Du  Page  (without  the  Fox,) 
Kankakee  (upon  Joliet  level,)  - 
Kankakee  (upon  Dresden  level,) 


- 

m 

-  $153,394  45 

- 

- 

-  356,775  35 

- 

- 

69,835  68 

- 

. 

-  122,922  86 

- 

- 

84,127  85 

We  will  present  the  several  combinations  which  are  susceptible  of  be¬ 
ing  made  in  the  cost  of  the  canal,  and  in  the  mode  of  supplying  water  for 
the  summit  level: — 


First.  To  complete  the  work  upon  the  canal, 
Calumet  feeder,  - 
Fox  and  Du  Page  (combined,) 

Kankakee  (upon  Dresden  level,) 


$1,138,942  87 
153,394  45 
356,775  35 
£4,127  85 


$1,733,240  52 


$1,138,942  87 
356,775  35 
122,922  86 


$1,618,641  08 


Second.  To  complete  the  canal, 

Fox  and  Du  Page  feeder  (combined,) 
Kankakee  (Joliet  level,) 
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Third.  To  complete  the  canal, 
Calumet  feeder, 

Du  Page  feeder, 

Kankakee  (Joliet  level,) 


$1,138,942  87' 
15*3,394  45 
69,835  68 
122,922  86 


$1,485,095  86 


If  we  were  called  upon  to  specify  the  combination  which  we  consider 
the  best,  we  should  without  hesitation  select  No.  1;  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  is  $1,733,240  52.  The  survey  of  the  Fox  riverfeeder  was  less  per¬ 
fect  in  its  character  than  that  of  the  other  feeders;  it  was  made  at  a  very 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  and  somewhat  hastily.  We  feel,  for  that 
reason,  that  we  shall  be  safer  in  adding  a  sum  to  the  estimated  cost  of  that 
feeder  to  cover  unforeseen  difficulties,  interference  with  mill  privileges, 
&c.— therefore,  instead  of  $1,733,240  52  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  we 
prefer  to  state  the  sum  of  1,800,000  dollars  as  one  which  we  believe  will 
cover  the  entire  cost  of  the  canal  and  feeders  upon  this  plan. 

Although  the  difference  in  the  quantity  of  water,  which  we  suppose 
•may  be  delivered  upon  the  summit  between  No  2  and  No.  3,  is  only  500 
cubic  feet,  while  the  estimated  difference  in  cost  is  about  113,000  dollars, 
we  should  prefer  No.  2  to  No.  3,  for  the  reasons  which  have  been  assign¬ 
ed  in  another  part  of  this  report;  and  instead  of  the  sum  named  in  the 
estimate  $1,618,641  08,  we  add  for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  last  para¬ 
graph,  a  sum  which  will  increase  the  total  cost  to  1,680,000  dollars. 

We  have  already  stated  our  belief  that  No.  3  (being  the  combination 
adopted  in  the  report  of  the  engineer,)  can  be  completed  within  the  sum 
specified  in  the  second  proposition  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  bonvl- 
holders,  to  wit,  $1,600,000.  Before  closing  the  report  upon  this  division 
of  the  matter  entrusted  to  us  for  examination,  it  appears  to  be  proper  to 
state  the  course  which  was  pursued  in  making  the  necessary  investiga¬ 
tions  of  the  manner  in  which  the  work  had  been  conducted  upon  the  ca¬ 
nal. 

We  were  much  gratified  to  find,  upon  entering  upon  these  investiga¬ 
tions  that  the  same  officers  who  were  connected  with  the  canal  when  it 
was  commenced,  or  who  became  connected  with  it  very  .soon  after  that 
period,  were  still  in  charge  of  the  work;  Mr.  Jacob  Fry,  the  Acting  Com¬ 
missioner,  Mr.  Wm.  Gooding,  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  Mr.  Edward  B. 
Talcott,  the  former  Resident  Eno-ineer. 

As  we  anticipated,  so  did  we  soon  become  satisfied  that  with  officers 
so  long  conversant  with  the  details  of  the  canal,  and  all  circumstances 
connected  with  its  construction,  each  in  his  appropriate  department,  the 
labor  and  time  necessary  to  collect  such  information  as  we  needed  would 
be  greatly  abridged;  in  fact,  without  such  aid  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that 
the  task  of  collecting  the  various  facts  would  have  been  very  much  grea¬ 
ter,  than  must  have  been  the  case  under  other  circumstances. 

After  spending  several  days  in  examining  the  line  of  canal,  the  locks, 
dams,  and  every  other  structures  of  importance  upon  it,  the  valley  of  the 
Fox  river,  for  a  distance  of  60  miles  above  its  mouth,  to  ascertain  its  char¬ 
acter  as  a  feeder,  we  returned  to  the  canal  office,  at  Lockport,  and  there 
remained  several  weeks,  while  the  various  statements  were  being  prepar- 
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ed  upon  such  points  relative  to  the  work,  as  we  had  asked  information 
upon. 

Meantime,  the  books  of  the  engineer  department,  the  contracts,  plans, 
specifications,  every  thing  in  fact  relating  to  the  construction  of  the  work, 
were  thrown  open  to  our  inspection  by  the  Chief  Engineer  and  his  assis¬ 
tant,  and  every  possible  facility  afforded  us  for  scrutinizing  in  the  most 
thorough  manner,  any  and  all  matters  which  we  desired  to  understand,  in 
reference  to  the  operations  of  that  department. 

The  first  duty  which  engaged  our  attention  after  arriving  in  Illinois 
was  that  of  inspecting  the  work  already  executed  upon  the  entire  line  of 
the  canal.  We  found  so  much  to  commend  in  all  that  we  saw,  both  in 
reference  to  the  plan  and  to  the  mode  of  constructing  the  work,  that  it 
might  in  some  degree  be  considered  hypercritical  to  point  out  the  few  im¬ 
perfections  which  we  discovered  in  the  course  of  our  examination,  exten¬ 
ded  as  it  was  to  every  structure  of  any  importance  upon  the  entire  line  of 
the  canal.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  be  proper  that  we  should  rep¬ 
resent  all  the  facts  as  found  there  to  exist. 

Commencing  at  the  first  structure  of  the  canal,  lock  No.  1,  (near  Lock- 
port,)  we  were  most  favorably  impressed  with  the  character  of  the  mason¬ 
ry,  of  which  it  is  composed.  A  slight  imperfection  in  some  of  the  face- 
stones,  below  top-water  line  of  the  lower  level,  was  all  that  we  discovered 
defective.  Some  spalls  had  fallen  off  from  the  surface  of  a  few  of  these 
stones;  this,  unless  the  evil  should  increase,  can  be  of  no  serious  injury 
to  the  work.  At  this  time  it  affects  the  appearance  only. 

At  the  guard  lock  at  Joliet  the  cement,  in  two  or  three  of  the  joints  in 
the  chamber  of  the  lock  below  the  water,  has  protruded,  itself  in  places  an 
inch.  It  has  the  appearance  of  having  been  crushed  out,  but  this  was  not 
the  case;  for  it  did  not  present  such  an  appearance  until  long  after  the 
lock  was  completed.  The  cement  probably  was  inferior.  This  material 
was  furnished  to  the  contractor  by  the  State,  and  was  generally  mixed 
in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  hydraulic  lime  to  two  parts  sand.  When 
used  Mr.  Gooding  states  that  it  appeared  to  be  good;  in  this  particular 
case,  however,  it  certainly  has  failed.  The  cement  was  manufactured 
from  a  quarry  of  hydraulic  lime,  situated  within  the  village  of  Lockport. 
Mr.  Gooding  remarked  that  the  mortar  formed  of  it  presented  a  tolerably 
fair  appearance  in  general,  but  not  that  which  the  best,  such  as  the  Ro- 
sendale,  presents.  It  was  without  much  energy,  requiring  several  weeks 
generally  to  become  solid.  Above  the  water  it  looked  well,  and  was  per¬ 
fectly  hard. 

Some  of  the  stone,  (sand-stone,)  which  had  been  quarried  for  the  locks 
at  Du  Page  we  find  defective;  a  few  imperfect  stones  too  had  been  laid  in 
the  lock  at  the  crossing  of  that  river.  Mr.  Gooding  stated  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  use  these  stone,  which  had  been  proved  by  being  exposed 
to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere  for  two  seasons,  to  be  unsuitable  for  the 
purpose.  The  same  in  regard  to  a  few  which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  face  of  the  lock;  they  would  be  removed,  and  others  of  a  better  qual¬ 
ity  substituted. 

At  the  Kankakee  Bluff,  where  the  canal  is  protected  by  a  heavy  slope 
wall,  a  portion  of  it,  of  about  "200  feet  in  extent,  has  settled;  but  it  will  be 
neither  difficult  nor  expensive  to  restore  it  to  its  proper  situation.  A 
more  serious  difficulty  may  be  apprehended  from  slides,  with  which  a  por- 
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lion  of  the  canal  at  that  point  is  threatened.  Although  the  material  in 
which  the  side  cut  is  made  is  very  stiff,  and  apparently  tenacious,  still  we 
think  that  when  water  is  let  into  the  canal  that  earth  from  the  hill-side 
slope  will  be  liable  to  slip;  this  may  not  prove  to  be  a  serious  difficulty; 
but  we  think  some  inconvenience  may  occasionally  arise,  particularly 
when  the  trusts  are  leaving  the  ground  in  the  spring. 

There  are  several  culverts  of  wood  upon  the  line  of  the  canal.  As  they 
will  generally  be  submerged,  there  is  not  much  ground  for  apprehension 
of  sudden  decay.  Still  when  all  other  work  upon  the  canal  is  so  sub¬ 
stantial  in  its  character,  we  should  prefer  to  see  all  the  culverts  of  stone 
rather  than  of  wood. 

The  material  of  which  Fox  river  Aqueduct  is  built  is  lime-stone,  differ¬ 
ing  in  character  somewhat  from  that  which  is  used  on  the  canal  above  and 
below.  It  has  nodules  of  flint  embedded  in  it,  and  these  flints  are  sur¬ 
rounded  with  a  covering  of  carbonate  of  lime.  This  when  exposed  to  the 
atmosphere,  decomposes,  and  the  flints  fall  out.  It  is  a  defect  which  im¬ 
pairs  the  appearance  of  the  structure  rather  than  its  stability;  for  they  are 
small,  and  can  cause  no  serious  injury  to  the  work.  When  the  stone  were 
quarried  and  laid  it  looked  perfectly  well.  The  defect  in  the  appearance 
has  shown  itself  since  the  work  was  constructed. 

Lock  No.  11  is  of  the  same  material  as  that  of  which  Fox  river  Aque¬ 
duct  is  composed . 

Lock  12  has  settled  a  little;  the  breast-wall  in  consequence  has  opened 
about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  at  top,  but  it  is  now  18  months  since  the 
settlement  took  place,  and  the  breach  has  not  increased  since  that  time. 
The  hollow  quoins  will  require  to  be  newly  cut  for  a  short  distance,  to  fit 
the  gate-posts  in  their  places;  but  otherwise  no  expense  is  necessary. 

Lock  14  has  settled  rather  more:  the  crack  commences  at  the  bottom 
of  the  breast-wall  and  extends  to  the  top,  where  it  is  three  and  a  quarter 
inches  wide.  This  lock  has  been  built  between  2  and  3  years,  and  stands 
upon  a  foundation  of  clay.  The  crack  has  not  increased  for  2  years,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  increase.  It  may  be  necessary  to  take  up  the 
breast-wall  and  relay  it.  The  hollow  quoins  will  also  require  to  be  cut 
anew;  beyond  this  there  appears  to  be  no  difficulty. 

We  have  thus  enumerated  all  the  defects  and  even  blemishes  which  we 
have  seen,  with  these  few  exceptions:  the  canal,  its  location,  construction, 
and  every  other  thing  relating  to  the  work,  we  conceive  to  be  of  the  very 
highest  character. 

In  our  judgment  it  will  bear  an  advantageous  comparison  with  any 
other  canal  which  has  been  executed  in  the  United  States,  and  we  con¬ 
sider  that  it  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  the  chief  engineer  and  his 
assistants. 

Pursuing  the  same  course  which  we  had  considered  it  expedient  to 
adopt  in  reference  to  the  general  affairs  of  the  canal,  its  debt,  lands,  & c., 
we  addressed  a  series  of  interrogatories  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  State, 
Mr.  Ryan,  of  a  specific  nature  relating  to  the  cost  of  the  work,  mode  of 
construction,  details  of  structures,  &c.  &c.  This  paper,  marked  C.  1, 
we  submit  herewith.  The  reply  of  the  Commissioner,  marked  C.  2,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  report  of  Mr.  Gooding,  the  engineer,  marked  C.  3,  are 
also  appended. 

The  following  tabular  statements,  prepared  by  the  engineer,  and  form- 
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ing  a  part  of  his  report  in  reply  to  the  interrogatories  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  by  us  on  the  11th  December,  1843,  are  also  annexed: — 

1st.  “An  account  of  work  done  on  the  locks  of  the  Illinois  and  Michi¬ 
gan  Canal,  from  the  commencement  to  December  1,  1843.”  (Marked  A.) 

This  statement  exhibits  the  present  condition  of  every  lock  upon  the 
line;  the  earth-work  and  masonry,  in  cubic  yards;  timber  for  foundations, 
<fcc.,  with  prices  of  each  affixed. 

The  first  division  shows  the  quantity  of  work  executed,  amounting  to 
$303,505  04  and  the  second  division  the  quantity  still  remaining  unfin¬ 
ished,  $93,794  44. 

2d.  “Estimate  of  work  performed  on  aqueducts.” 

This  statement  exhibits  in  detail  the  exact  amount  and  cost  of  every 
item  of  work  performed  upon  the  aqueducts.  The  amount  of  work  com¬ 
pleted  is  $118,154  78;  and  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the  same 
is  $69,617  50.  This  statement  is  marked  B. 

3d.  “Account  of  work  performed  on  dams.” 

This,  like  the  others,  exhibits  the  cost  of  every  item  of  work  upon  the 
dams,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  same;  the  amount 
expended  being  $16,690  84,  and  that  which  remains  to  be  done  amounts 
to  $20,664  56.  (Marked  C.) 

4th.  “Account  of  work  performed  on  stone  culverts;” 

“  Account  of  work  performed  on  wooden  culverts;” 

“Account  of  work  performed  on  waste  weirs.” 

These  statements  show  that  the  amount  of  work  already  executed  upon 
the  stone  culverts  is  $41,077  31,  and  that  $37,186  91  still  remains  to  be 
expended.  Upon  culverts  of  wood  $11,861  59  has  been  expended,  $4,- 
666  87  remain  to  be  expended.  Upon  waste  weirs  $1,463  39  has  been 
expended,  and  $5,416  26  remain  to  be  expended.  This  statement  is 
marked  D. 

5th.  “Estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  feeder 
river  to  the  canal,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sauganaskee 
miles  above  Lockport.” 

The  cost  of  this  feeder  is  stated  at  - 

The  same  statement  also  contains  an  estimate  of  a 
feeder  from  the  Du  Page,  at  Plainfield,  to  the  ca¬ 
nal,  at  section  61,  7\  miles,  - 

Also  one  from  Fox  river,  at  Aurora,  and  uniting 
with  the  Du  Page,  at  Plainfield,  thence  to  the 
summit  level  at  section  61.  Total  length  31| 
miles,  - 

Also  one  from  the  Kankakee  river  to  the  Dresden 
level,  4|  miles,  - 

Also  one  at  the  crossing  of  the  Du  Page, 

Also  one  from  the  Kankakee  river  to  the  Joliet  lev¬ 
el,  12  1-2  miles,  - 

This  statement  is  marked  D. 

6th.  “Account  of  work  performed  upon  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Ca¬ 
nal,  from  the  commencement  of  work  to  December  1,  1843.” 

This  is  a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  work  which  has  been  ex- 
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ecuted  upon  each  section  of  the  canal,  from  section  1  to  197  inclusive.  It 
is  a  copy  from  the  books  of  all  work  actually  done,  distinguishing  the  sec¬ 
tions  completed  from  those  which  are  still  unfinished,  the  price  per  cubic 
yard  paid  for  excavation  upon  each  section,  &c.  From  thence  it  appears 
that  work  upon  the  several  divisions  has  been  executed  to^the  extent  that 
follows: — 


Summit  division, 

Middle  do  (sections) 

Do  do  (structures)  - 

Western  division  (sections) 

Do  do  (structures)  - 


-  $2,258,743  34 

-  ’  895,566  05 

234,367  55 

-  1.005,095  05 

330,465  69 


Total  amount  of  estimates,  (certificates  of  work)  -  $4,724,237  68 


This  statement  is  marked  F. 


7th.  “Estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  on  a  level  (8  feet  at  the  lake)  above  that  which  the  construction 
was  commenced.” 

This  statement  exhibits  the  amount  of  earth-work,  structures,  &c., 
necessary  to  complete  the  canal  (exclusive  of  feeders)  upon  the  raised 
level.  The  cost  of  each  division  is  as  follows: — 


Summit  division, 
Middle  do 
Western  do 


Superintendence  and  contingencies, 


-  $459,463  13 

318,492  93 
286,476  53 


$1,064,432  59 
74,510  28 


$1,138,942  87 


This  statement  is  marked  G. 

8th.  “Estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  canal  from  section  42  to 
section  63  inclusive,  on  a  level  6  feet  above  the  original  level,  (at  Sauga- 
naski.)” 

This  plan  is  considered  inferior  to  the  plan  marked  G,  and  is  more  ex¬ 
pensive. 

This  statement  is  marked  G  1. 

9th.  “Estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  summit  division  of  the  ca¬ 
nal  on  the  deep  cut  plan.” 

This  is  a  statement  in  detail,  showing  the  quantity  of  work  which  would 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  canal  upon  the  original 

plan,  to  wit:  -  $2,337,677  08 

This  statement  is  marked  G  2. 

10th.  “Abstract  of  the  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  each  section,  the 
revised  estimates,  the  actual  cost  of  each  as  far  as  the  same  has  been 


completed,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  same,”  (that  which  is 
jet  unfinished,)  “the  actual  cost  of  the  structures  upon  each  section  as 
far  as  the  same  has  been  completed,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  completing 
the  same,”  (that  which  is  yet  unfinished,)  “and  the  aggregate  cost  of  sec¬ 
tions  and  structures.”  Marked  H. 

This  statement  requires  some  explanation: — 

Column  one  contains  the  estimated  cost  of  each  section  according  to  the 
original  plan,  and  the  original  location  of  the  canal;  both  these  have 
been  changed;  and  therefore  the  comparison  between  the  original  and  the 
revised  estimate  will  notin  every  case  show  precisely  the  object  which  it 
was  designed  to  show.  On  the  summit  division  for  example,  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  nearly  every  section  is  entirely  changed.  The  cost,  as  represented 
in  column  2,  being  materially  less  than  in  column  1.  Upon  the  mid¬ 
dle  and  western  division,  however,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revised  esti¬ 
mates  exeeed  the  original  by  a  gross  sum  of  -  -  -  $130,000 

Column  3  contains  the  cost  of  work  actually  executed,  that  is  to  say, 
the  excavations.  Column  4,  that  which  remains  to  be  excavated.  Col¬ 
umn  5  exhibits  the  cost  of  work  already  done  upon  the  structures.  Col¬ 
umn  6,  that  which  remains  to  be  done  to  complete  the  structures.  Col¬ 
umn  7  contains  the  aggregate  of  work  done  and  to  be  done,  both  in  exca¬ 
vation  and  in  the  structures.  To  make  this  still  more  clear  we  will  re¬ 
capitulate  these  several  items,  and  present  the  result  in  another  form. 

By  the  revised  estimates  in  this  statement,  the  whole  amount  of  work 
executed  and  to  be  executed  is  stated  as  follows,  (upon  original  plan): — 

For  the  summit  division,  -  $3,848,776  05 

Middle  do  -  1,448,426  53 

Western  do  -  1,662,037  27 


Total  estimate  upon  original  plan, 


$6,919,239  85 


Work  completed  is  as  follows: 

Summit  division,  -  $2, 258,743  34 

Middle  do  1,129,933  60 

Western  do  -  -  1,335,560  74 

-  4,724,237  68 


2,195,001  93 

Superintendence  and  cotingencies,  6^  per  cent.,  -  -  142,675  13 


Required  to  complete  canal  on  original  plan,  -  -  $2,337,677  06 


The  difference  therefore  between  the  estimated  cost  of  completing  the 
canal  upon  the  original  plan,  $2,337,677  06,  and  the  modified  plan,  $1,- 
485,095  86,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Gooding  is  -  $852, 5S1  20 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  state  the  probable  cost  of  superintendence  and 
repairs  upon  the  canal,  after  it  is  completed  and  opened  for  public  use. 

The  estimate  of  the  engineer  of  the  cost  of  superintendence  and  repairs 
for  the  first  year  after  the  opening  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  is 
placed  at  $55,000,  and  for  the  second  year  $50,000,  or  about  $500  per 
25 
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mile.  The  experience  acquired  upon  the  canals  of  New  York  and  Ohio 
will  afford  some  data  upon  which  we  may  rely  in  reference  to  the  proba¬ 
ble  cost  ofrepairs  upon  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

The  sum  expended  upon  all  the  canals  of  New  York  for  superinten¬ 
dence  and  repairs  during  the  year  1837,  was  $492,147  78;  this  includes 
640  miles  of  canal,  say  per  mile  $769  00.  The  Erie  Canal  (363  miles 
long)  had  then  been  in  use  12  years:  the  cost  of  supenintendence  and  re¬ 
pairs  upon  the  Erie  Canal  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1838, 
(363  miles)  was  $307,76  15,  or  per  mile  $848.  The  amount  disbursed 
for  superintendence  and  repairs  upon  all  the  canals  for  1840,  were  $412,- 
779  48,  or  about  $645  00  per  mile. 

The  cost  of  superintendence  and  repairs  upon  the  Ohio  Canal,  309 
miles  in  extent,  with  upwards  of  1,200  feet  lockage,  for  the  year  1840, 
was  $113,002  95,  being  about  $365  00  per  mile.  For  the  year  1841, 
the  cost  of  superintendence  and  repairs  on  the  same  canal  amounted  to 
$3*20  per  mile. 

Considering  the  character  of  the  work  which  has  been  executed  upon 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  the  small  quantity  of  lockage  upon  it,  and 
the  comparatively  small  amount  of  perishable  material  which  is  introduc¬ 
ed,  we  think  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  Mr.  Gooding,  of  $500  per  mile 
per  annum  ample  to  cover  the  expense  of  superintendence  and  repairs. 

The  following  maps  and  plans  accompany  this  report: — 

1st.  General  map  of  the  country  between  Lake  Michigan  and  La  Salle, 
exhibiting  the  route  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  with  all  the  pro¬ 
posed  feeders.  Scale,  3  miles  to  an  inch.  (Marked  22,  general  index.) 

2d.  A  map  of  the  canal  and  canal  lands,  upon  an  enlarged  scale,  (one 
mile  to  an  inch.)  This  map  exhibits  all  the  land  which  was  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  State  of  Illinois  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  canal;  the 
amount  of  land  sold  by  the  State,  with  the  price  per  acre  which  it  produc¬ 
ed  being  marked  thereon.  Lands  thus  sold  are  represented  by  a  distinct 
colour.  The  odd  sections  which  are  numbered  belong  to  the  canal,  while 
those  without  numbers  are  the  property  of  individuals,  or  still  belong  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  law  which  authorised  the  do¬ 
nation  provided  that  every  alternate  section  only  should  be  conveyed  to 
Illinois,  while  the  remaining  sections  were  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the 
government.  (Marked  7,  index  ) 

3d.  A  profile  or  longitudinal  section  of  the  canal,  drawn  upon  a  scale  of 
2  inches  to  a  mile  for  the  horizontal  distances,  and  of  20  feet  to  an  inch 
for  the  vertical  distances.  This  profile  is  colored  in  such  a  manner  that 
it  exhibits  at  a  glance  the  several  kinds  of  excavation  through  which  the 
cat  111  has  been  carried;  such  as  rock,  cemented  clay,  common  earth,  &c.; 
the  quantity  of  earth  which  has  been  removed,  and  also  that  which  re¬ 
mains  to  be  removed. 

There  is  also  represented  upon  this  profile  the  following  transverse  sec¬ 
tions: — 1st.  A  section  in  earth-cutting,  with  the  dimensions  of  the  sever¬ 
al  parts  of  the  work  entered  thereon. — 2d.  A  section  in  rock-cutting, 
do.«— 3d.  A  section  through  a  portion  of  the  canal,  where  slope  walls  in- 
sido  of  the  banks  have  been  constructed,  with  dimensions  of  same. — 4th. 
A  auction  representing  the  canal  basin  at  Lockport,  with  its  abutment 
walls. — 5th  A  section  in  embankment.— 6th.  A  section  ol  the  steam-boat 
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channel  at  La  Salle,  with  its  slope-walls,  guard-bank,  &c.  (Marked  23 
index.) 

4th.  Plan,  elevation,  and  section  of  a  lock  (No.  14,)  upon  a  scale  of  8 

feet  to  an  inch,  exhibiting  all  the  details  and  dimensions.  (Marked  24, 
index.) 

5th.  Plan,  elevation,  and  section  of  an  aqueduct  (Fox  river,)  upon  a 
scale  of  20  feet  to  an  inch.  (No.  25.) 

6th.  Plan  and  section  of  a  stone  dam  (No.  2)  at  Joliet,  combined  with 
the  plan  of  the  abutment  and  pier  of  a  road* bridge  across  the  river  at 
that  place.  (No.  26.) 

7th.  Plan,  longitudinal  and  transverse  section  of  an  arched  culvert  of 
16  feet  span,  (I56th  section;)  scale  8  feet  to  an  inch.  (No.  27.) 

8th.  The  same  of  a  double  culvert  of  20  feet  span  eacn,  on  piles-  same 
scale.  (Marked  28.) 

9th.  The  same  of  a  culvert  of  wood  at  section  84.  (No.  29.) 

10th.  Plan,  elevation,  and  section  of  a  waste  weir,  (section  77;)  scale  4 
feet  to  an  inch.  (Marked  No.  30.) 

11th.  Sundry  specifications  of  the  manner  of  building  the  several  struc¬ 
tures  upon  the  canal;  to  wit:  locks,  stone  culverts,  wood  do.,  waste 
weirs,  &c. 

#  A  series  of  the  printed  reports  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  en¬ 
gineer  ol  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  from  1836,  to  1842,  inclusive, 
together  with  a  “Traveller’s  directory  for  Illinois,  with  a  Map  of  the 
State.” 


RECAPITULATION. 

That  the  result  at  which  we  have  arrived,  in  regard  to  each  proposition 
may  be  seen  at  one  view,  we  will  recapitulate: — 

First,  The  Commissioner  states  the  liabilities  of 

the  canal  to  be  -  -  -  -  $5,390,697  61 

The  paper  redeemed  or  on  hand  to  be  -  150,904  63 

Balance,  -  ’  -  -  $5, 239,792  98 

The  amount  of  promissory  notes  represented 
to  be  due  for  lands,  &c.,  and  applicable  to 
the  extinguishment  of  these  liabilities  is,  -  393,034  91 


Balance,  -  $4,846,756  07 

This  statement  of  amounts  we  think  may  be  relied  upon  as  substanti¬ 
ally  accurate,  but  whether  the  assets  held  on  account  of  the  sale  of  lands, 
&c.,  shall  be  allowed  as  a  credit  is  a  question,  which  the  subscribers  to 
the  loan  must  decide. 

Second .  The  expense  of  completing  the  canal  will  depend  upon  the  ar¬ 
rangements  made  to  supply  the  water. 

If  it  shall  be  fed  by  the  Calumet,  Du  Page  and  Kankakee,  the  expense 
need  not  exceed  $1,600,000. 
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If  it  shall  be  fed  by  the  Fox,  Du  Page  and  Kankakee,  the  expense  is 
estimated  at  $1,680,000. 

If  it  shall  be  fed  by  the  Fox,  Calumet,  Du  Page  and  Kankakee,  the  ex¬ 
pense  is  estimated  at  $1,800,000. 

The  Calumet,  Du  Page  and  Kankakee  we  fear,  may  in  a  dry  season, 
afford  a  scanty  supply  for  navigation. 

The  Fox,  Du  Page  and  Kankakee  will  yield  more,  probably  enough, 
and  something  to  spare  beyond  the  demands  of  navigation  in  ordinary 
circumstances. 

The  Fox,  Calumet,  Du  Page  and  Kankakee  will  furnish  enough  for 
navigation,  and  a  large  surplus  for  hydraulic  purposes  in  ordinary  stages  of 
the  water.  The  Fox  river  feeder  will  be  useful  for  navigation,  and  will 
have  a  fall  of  thirty-six  feet,  which  will  at  all  times  afford  a  valuable  mill 
power. 

Third .  The  property  proposed  to  be  pledged  is  a  satisfactory  security 
for  the  loan  of  $1,600,000,  and  will  reimburse  the  same  with  interest. 

Fourth .  The  works  may  be  completed  within  three  years. 

Fifth .  The  subscription  upon  a  million  of  stock  in  the  United  States 
has  been  made,  as  appears  by  two  books  exhibited  to  us,  but  whether  re¬ 
liable  or  not  we  are  unable  to  state. 

Sixth ,  The  deeds  cannot  be  completed  till  all  the  conditions  of  the  con¬ 
tract  are  settled. 

Seventh.  The  Governor  has  power  to  make  a  contract,  which  will  not 
be  subject  to  a  forfeiture  if  the  canal  is  not  completed  within  three  years, 
and  by  the  terms  of  which  a  majority  of  the  Trustees  will  have  power  to 
decide  questions. 

Eighth .  By  the  21st  section  of  the  Act,  the  Governor  has  power  to 
enter  into  the  proposed  contract,  but  the  legislature  ought  to  remove  the 
ambiguity  of  that  section  by  further  legislation. 

JOHN  DAVIS, 

W.  H.  SWIFT. 


Boston,  March  1st,  1844. 


APPENDIX. 


TO  THE  HOLDERS  OF  ILLINOIS  CANAL  STOCK. 

The  Legislature  of  Illinois,  at  its  last  session,  passed  a  law  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  raising  the  funds  necessary  to  complete  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  place  all  the  canal  lands  in  trust  for 
the  security  of  the  lenders.  The  main  provisions  of  this  act  are, 

1st.  That  the  Governor  should  be  authorized  to  negociate  a  loan,  solely 
on  the  credit  of  the  canal  and  lands,  of  $'1,600,000,  to  bear  six  per  cent, 
annual  interest.  The  holders  of  existing  canal  bonds,  and  other  claims 
on  the  canal,  are  to  have  the  first  right  to  subscribe,  in  proportion  to  their 
claims,  and  the  claims,  in  respect  of  which  they  so  subscribe,  are  to  be  duly 
registered. 

That  the  canal  and  canal  property  should  be  vested  in  three  trustees; 
one  to  be  named  by  the  Governor,  and  two  by  the  subscribers  to  the  loan. 

That  at  least  $400,000  of  this  loan  should  be  paid  in  during  the  course 
of  the  first  year,  after  the  execution  of  the  trust  deeds. 

That  the  canal  shall  be  finished  in  three  years  from  the  commencement 
of  the  trust. 

That  no  sales  of  the  canal  lands  shall  be  made  until  three  months 
after  the  completion  of  the  canal,  when  the  trustees  are  to  offer  them 
for  sale. 

That  all  proceeds  of  the  canal  and  canal  property  should  be  first 
applied  to  the  repayment  of  interest  and  principal  of  the  proposed  loan 
of  $1,600,000. 

2d.  To  payment  of  interest  on  the  canal  stock  registered  by  holders 
who  are  subscribers  to  this  new  loan. 

3d.  To  payment  of  interest  on  the  canal  stock  not  so  registered. 

4th.  To  re-imbursement  of  the  registered  canal  stock  held  by  the  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  said  loan;  and  after  the  due  performance  of  these  various 
engagements,  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  the  canal  shall  revert  to  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

The  property  proposed  to  be  assigned  to  Trustees  as  security  for  the 
loan,  is  as  follows: 

The  canal  has  already  cost  the  State,  -  -  $5,000,000 

The  lands,  amounting  to  230,476  acres,  valued,  after  the 

completion  of  the  canal,  at  $10  per  acre,  -  2,304,670 

Lots  in  the  various  towns  on  the  canal,  valued  at  -  1,900,000 


$9,204,670 
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The  object  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  this  act,  is  not  to  repudiate 
any  part  of  the  State  debts,  since  Illinois  has  never  denied  her  obliga¬ 
tion  to  meet  all  her  engagements,  although  forced  to  plead  her  present  in¬ 
ability  to  comply  with  them;  nor  is  it  to  give  to  any  portion  of  her  debt 
an  undue  preference;  but  the  canal  being  in  its  present  state  unproduc¬ 
tive,  it  is  just  that  those  who  advance  money  to  complete  it  should  have 
a  first  claim  upon  it;  and  the  desire  of  the  Legislature  has  been  to  raise, 
by  this  means,  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  and  thus 
provide  means  for  the  gradual  payment  of  the  canal  debt;  and  by  greatly 
enhancing  the  value  of  the  lands,  and  developing  the  resources  of  the 
State,  enable  her  to  redeem  her  good  faith  towards  her  creditors  at  large. 
With  this  object  the  undersigned  were  instructed  and  empowered  by 
the  Governor  to  treat  with  the  holders  of  the  Illinois  canal  stock. 

The  whole  canal  debt  amounts  to  $5,000,000;  and  to  raise  the  required 
sum  of  $1,600,000,  an  advance  of  32  per  cent,  would  be  necessary  from 
each  stockholder,  of  which  one-quarter  would  be  paid  in  the  year  follow¬ 
ing  the  execution  of  the  trusts.  Of  the  above  debt,  about  $1,200,000 
are  held  in  the  United  States;  and  of  this  amount,  the  holders  of  about 
$1,000,000  have  agreed  with  the  undersigned  to  advance  their  propor¬ 
tion,  if  full  effect  be  given  to  the  proposed  plan. 

Upon  application  to  parties  here  interested  in  the  Illinois  stock,  and 
whose  opinion  must  have  weight  with  us,  we  find  an  objection  to  contri¬ 
bute  in  any  way  towards  the  completion  of  the  public  works  in  Illinois, 
whilst  the  State  makes  no  provision  for  any  part  of  the  accrued  or  accru¬ 
ing  dividends  on  its  debt.  We  humbly  submit,  that  the  great  depres¬ 
sion  under  which  the  whole  of  the  United  States  have  labored,  and  in 
which  Illinois  has  fully  shared  the  great  depreciation  of  the  property  and 
produce  of  that  State;  the  monetary  crisis  in  which  she  has  beeninvolved, 
by  passing  from  an  inflated  paper  circulation  to  a  specie  currency;  the 
total  cessation  of  all  pecuniary  aid  toward  the  execution  of  these  public 
works,  which  were  undoubtedly  commenced  on  too  extensive  a  scale,  but 
to  the  completion  of  which  the  State  sanguinely  looked  for  means  to  pay 
her  debt  and  raise  an  income;  the  check  which  the  financial  difficulties  of 
the  State  have  given  to  immigration  of  settlers,  and  increase  of  her  pop¬ 
ulation;  and  the  statement,  that  whilst  the  ordinary  State  and  County 
taxes  amount  to  $450,000,  her  present  population  does  not  exceed  500,- 
000,  by  the  last  census,  and  that  these  are,  for  a  great,  part,  deprived  of 
markets  for  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  by  the  want  of  the  means  of  com¬ 
munication, are  facts  which,  although  they  may  not  excuse  any  departures 
from  the  strict  rules  of  justice,  may  account  to  those  unacquainted  with  the 
internal  condition  of  Illinois  for  the  temporary  delay  in  providing  for  the 
interest  on  its  debt.  But  however  much  we  must  regret  this  state  of  things, 
it  is  evident  that  we  have  no  legal  power  to  bind  the  State  to  any  other 
financial  measures  than  those  which  are  at  present  adopted;  and  we  can 
only  engage  to  represent  the  opinions  expressed  here,  to  our  fellow  citizens, 
and  to  urge  the  Governor,  and  through  him  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
to  adopt  at  its  next  session  effectual  measures  for  satisfying  the  claims  of 
justice,  to  the  utmost  of  the  ability  of  the  State.  The  Legislature  does  not 
assemble  in  the  ordinary  session  before  December,  1844.  An  extra  ses¬ 
sion  would  cost,  in  unavoidable  expenses,  from  75,000  to  $100,000;  and 
it  would  hardly  appear  politic,  for  the  interest  of  the  creditors,  to  force 
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an  impoverished  State  to  incur  such  an  expense.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
all  outlay  upon  the  canal  be  deferred  until  1845,  the  dilapidation  of  the 
existing  works  will  be  most  ruinous,  and  the  ultimate  expense  of  their 
completion  will  be  much  increased;  whilst  it  will  appear  that  the  plan 
which  we  are  authorized  by  the  act  to  carry  into  effect,  would  afford  ample 
security  to  parties  loaning  the  sum  required,  would  produce,  in  a  limited 
period  of  time,  sufficient  income  to  meet  the  interest 'of  the  canal  debt, 
and  vastly  improve  the  position  of  all  the  State  creditors,  by  reducing  the 
amount  of  the  liabilities,  and  developing  the  resources  of  Illinois. 

We  are  ready,  however,  to  rest  the  full  adoption  of  our  plan  upon  the 
satisfaction  of  the  creditors  with  the  future  efforts  o^ our  fellow-citizens  to 
meet  their  engagements,  and  propose  that  holders  of  the  canal  stock,  or 
other  parties,  should  only  subscribe  ten  per  cent,  on  the  canal  debt  of 
$5,000,000,  in  order  to  raise  $500,000  for  the  work  of  1844,  to  the  time 
of  the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  legislature;  and  that  even  the  subscription 
for  the  said  ten  per  cent,  should  only  be  binding  on  the  parties  so  sub¬ 
scribing,  provided  that  a  competent  and  trustworthy  agent  sent  to  verify 
our  statements,  shall  report. 

That  the  whole  canal  debt  and  liabilities  for  past  works  do  not  exceed 
$5,000,000. 

That  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  canal  would  not  exceed  $1,600,- 

000. 


That  there  is  every  ground  to  believe  that  with  that  outlay  the  canal 
would  be  completed  in  three  years. 

That  the  estimate  of  its  annual  income  would  be  at  least  sufficient  to 
meet  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  loan  of  $1,600,000. 

That  holders  of  canal  stock  in  the  United  States  have  agreed  to  ad¬ 
vance  their  proportion  of  $1,609,000  on  one  million  stock,  and  that  such 
engagement  can  be  relied  on. 

That  the  terms  of  the  proposed  trust  deeds  should  give  full  and  satis¬ 
factory  security  to  the  subscribers. 

In  case  the  answer  to  such  enquiries  be  satisfactory,  and  that  the  sum 
of  not  less  than  $500,000  be  subscribed,  the  Trustees  of  the  canal  pro¬ 
perty  will  deliver  to  the  subscribers,  on  receipt  of  the  money,  certificates 
to  bearer  for  the  amount  received,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent, 
payable  at  New  York.  The  title  to  interest  to  commence  from  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  subscription,  and  the  payment  of  interest  to  be  made  out  of 
the  firsc  proceeds  of  the  canal  or  lands. 

If  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  which  has  been  referred  to 
were  carried  into  full  effect,  the  following  would  be  the  comparative  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Stafe  debt. 

Total  debt  on  1st  December,  1 842, 

Since  reduced  by  settlements  with 
banks,  &c.  - 

To  be  reduced  by  sale  of  internal 
improvement  property,  - 

To  be  provided  for  by  canal  and 
canal  lands,  - 


$14,197,471  94 


$3,100,000 

1,720,000 

5,000,000 


10,420,000 


Leaving  thus  only 


$4,077,471  94 
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To  be  provided  for  bj  taxation  or  the  other  resources  of  the 
State. 

CHARLES  OAKLEY, 
MICHAEL  RYAN. 

Commissioners  for  Illinois . 

London,  September,  1843. 

The  undersigned  holders  of  Illinois  canal  bonds,  having  had  under  our 
consideration  the  above  statement  of  the  Commissioners,  deputed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  circular  issued  by  them,  bearing 
date,  May  25th,  1843,  considering  that  the  canal  bonds  were  issued  on 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  not  of  the  canal  alone, 
and  that  the  State  was  bound  to  provide  for  payment  of  the  interest  there¬ 
on;  and  that,  in  fact,  no  provision  is  by  the  said  Act  made  for  fulfilment 
of  such  obligations,  but  the  creditors  are  left  to  the  chance  of  the  success 
of  the  canal,  are  not  prepared  to  subscribe  our  respective  proportions  of 
the  sum  of  $>1,600,000  necessary  to  complete  the  canal  in  the  manner  con¬ 
templated  by  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  but  we  are  nevertheless  willing, 
and  hereby  agree  to  advance  to  the  Trustees,  to  be  appointed  in  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  said  Act,  the  sums  set  opposite  to  our  respective  names 
in  the  list  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  immediate  purpose  of  continuing 
the  works  in  progress;  such  sums  being  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  the  canal  bonds,  held  by  us  respectively,  subject  to  the  following 
conditions: 

1st.  That  the  facts  contained  in  the  preceding  statement  shall  be  verb 
fied  to  the  satisfaction  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.,  and  Messrs* 
Magniac,  Jardine  and  Co.,  by  an  agent  to  be  named  by  them,  on  behalf  of 
the  bond-holders,  and  that  the  said  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.,  and  Mag¬ 
niac,  Jardine  and  Co.,  shall  also  be  satisfied  of  the  power  of  the  Governor 
to  carry  this  proposal  into  effect. 

2d.  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  shall  enter  into  a  contract  under 
the  provisions  of  the  21  st  section  of  the  Act,  for  securing  the  repayment 
of  the  moneys  to  be  advanced  by  us,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent,  upon  the  canal  and  lands,  in  manner  pointed  out  in  the  said 
Act  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  and  shall  for  that  purpose  vest  the  said 
canal  and  lands  in  Trustees  as  there  mentioned. 

3d.  That  the  sums  to  be  advanced  by  us,  in  pursuance  of  this  agree¬ 
ment,  shall  rank  pari  passu  with  any  other  sums  lobe  contributed  to¬ 
wards  the  completion  of  the  canal,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act  or 
otherwise,  so  as  to  constitute  part  of  a  sum,  not  exceeding  $1,600,000, 
which  shall  have  precedence  over,  and  shall  be  paid  together  with  the  in¬ 
terest  thereon,  before  any  other  claims  now  existing,  or  hereafter  to  be 
created  upon  the  said  canal  and  lands,  and  the  tolls  and  profits  thereof, 
and  the  trust  to  be  created  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act,  shall  continue 
until  our  respective  advances  are  fully  paid  and  satisfied  with  interest, 
anything  in  the  said  Act  contained  to  the  contrary  nothwithstanding. 

4th.  That  the  suberibers  or  holders  of  certificates  of  this  subscrip¬ 
tion,  shall  be  entitled  at  any  time  to  register  canal  bonds,  held  by  them  to 
the  extent  of  eight  times  the  amount  of  such  subscription,  and  upon  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  remaining  19^  per  cent,  required  by  the  said  Act;  and  that 
such  bonds  shall  have  such  priority  in  payment  of  principal  and  interest, 
as  is  by  the  Act  provided  for  registered  canal  bonds. 
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5th.  That  certificates  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  an¬ 
num,  and  payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  issued  to  us  for  the  sums  by  us  re¬ 
spectively  agreed  to  be  advanced  as  aforesaid;  and  the  Governor  of  the 
State  shall  in  the  contract  to  be  entered  into,  release  all  conditions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  acts,  forfeiting  the  sums  advanced,  or  for  determining  the 
trust,  before  the  full  payment  of  our  advances  and  interest;  and  it  shall  be 
provided  that  no  subscriber  shall  be  responsible  for,  nor  shall  his  securities, 
or  the  priorities  thereof,  be  affected  or  prejudiced  by  the  acts,  or  defaults 
of  any  other  subscriber,  and  further  that  incase  of  difference  between  the 
trustees,  as  to  the  application  of  the  money  subcribed  towards  completion 
of  the  canal  and  works,  or  as  to  any  other  matters  entrusted  to  them,  the 
decision  of  the  majority  shall  be  conclusive. 

6th.  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  engage  to  urge  upon  the 
legislature,  in  their  next  session,  to  make  provision  out  of  the  resources 
of  the  State  and  if  need  be  by  taxation,  for  payment  of  the  future  inter¬ 
est  on  its  public  debt,  including  the  canal  bonds,  to  such  extent  as  the 
means  of  the  State  will  enable  it;  and  further,  to  issue  debentures  of  the 
State,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  divi¬ 
dends  now  in  arrear,  and  such  part  of  the  future  dividends,  as  shall  not  be 
provided  for  as  aforesaid. 

7th.  That  signatures  to  the  above  engagement  are  to  be  of  no  force, 
unless  the  sum  of  $400,000  at  least  shall  be  subscribed,  and  it  is  understood 
that  the  said  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.,  and  Magniac,  Jardine  and  Co,  con¬ 
tract  no  responsibility,  either  towards  the  State  or  the  subscribers,  by  the 
exercise  of  their  judgment  on  the  questions  submitted  to  them. 


GOVERNOR  FORD’S  DRAFT  OF  A  CONTRACT. 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  their  Session 
begun  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  passed  an  Act  entitled 
fiCAn  act  to  provide  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  Canal  Debt,”  approved  February  21, 
1843;  by  which  Act,  it  is  amongst  other  matters  and  things  provided; 
That  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  completion  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal,  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  and  hereby  is  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  negotiate  a  loan  solely  on  the  credit  and 
pledge  of  the  said  canal,  its  tolls,  revenue,  and  lands  to  be  granted  to 
Trustees  as  in  said  Act  is  afterwards  provided,  of  $1,600,000  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  six  years,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  6  per  cent* 
per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  first  moneys  to  be  realised  from  the  said  ca¬ 
nal,  its  lands,  tolls,  and  revenues;  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  principal  to  be  at  such  place,  within  or  without  the  United  States, 
and  payable  in  such  currency  as  may  be  agreed  on. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  also  provided  in  the  said  Act,  in  the  21st  section 
thereof,  that  if  in  consequence  of  any  defect,  omission,  or  objection  to  the 
said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  or  other  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  subscribe  for  the  said 
loan,  in  that  case  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorised  to  negotiate  and  enter 
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into  a  contract  with  the  said  bond-holders,  or  other  persons  in  pursuance 
of  the  general  principles  of  the  said  Act,  provided  that  he  shall  make  no 
further  pledge  of  the  faith  or  credit  of  the  State  for  any  advance  of  mon¬ 
ey,  but  shall  be  limited  to  pledging  the  canal  and  canal  property  thereof. 
And  provided  that  in  any  negotiations  to  be  made,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  into  effect,  nothing  shall  be 
done  which  shall  in  any  wise  interfere  with  the  rights  now  secured  to  the 
holders  of  canal  bonds. 

And,  whereas,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  did,  in  the  month  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three, 
appoint  Colonel  Charles  Oakley  and  the  Honorable  Michael  Ryan  to  be 
Commissioners  and  agents  on  the  part  of  the  said  State,  to  solicit  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  said  loan,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  said  Act  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Assembly.  And  the  said  Michael  Ryan  and  Charles  Oakley,  being  so 
appointed,  did  at  various  times,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-three,  propose  to  various  persons  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  in  Europe,  such  persons  being  large  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  heretofore  issued  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  said 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  to  divers  other  persons  to  subscribe  for 
the  said  loan  of  $1,600,000,  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

And,  whereas,  the  said  bond-holders  and  other  persons,  to  whom  pro¬ 
posals  were  made  to  subscribe  for  the  said  loan  as  aforesaid,  have  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  certain  defects  and  omissions  in  the  aforesaid  Act,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  certain  objections  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  same,  have 
neglected  and  refused  to  subscribe  for  the  said  loan,  according  to  all  the 
stipulations  in  the  said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  contained.  But  the 
said  bond-holders  and  other  persons,  to  whom  proposals  for  subscriptions 
to  said  loan  were  made  as  aforesaid,  in  consequence  of  the  said  defects, 
omissions,  and  objections  to  the  said  Act,  have  proposed  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  loaning  to  the 
said  State  of  Illinois  the  sum  of,  at  the  least,  $400,000,  in  pursuance  of 
the  general  principles  of  the  said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  following  stipulations,  to  wit: — 

That  the  Governor  shall  enter  into  a  contract,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  21st  section  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  for  securing  the  repayment  of  the 
moneys  to  be  advanced  by  them,  the  said  bond-holders  and  other  per¬ 
sons  aforesaid,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per 
annum,  upon  the  said  canal  and  canal  lands,  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
in  the  said  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  shall  for 
that  purpose  vest  the  said  canal  and  canal  lands  in  trustees,  as  is  therein 
mentioned. 

That  the  sums  to  be  advanced,  by  the  said  bond-holders  and  other  per¬ 
sons  as  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  shall  rank  pari passu% 
with  any  other  sums  to  be  contributed  towards  the  completion  of  the  said 
canal,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  constitute 
part  of  a  sum  of  $1,600,000,  which  shall  have  precedence  over,  and  shall 
be  paid  together  with  the  interest  thereon,  before  any  other  claims  now 
existing,  or  hereafter  to  be  created  upon  the  said  canal  and  lands,  and 
the  tolls  and  profits  thereof,  and  the  trust  created  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
Act  shall  continue  until  the  icspective  advances  aforesaid  are  fully  paid 

UPB 


75  (3S7) 

and  satisfied  with  interest;  anything  in  the  said  Act  contained  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithstanding. 

That  the  subscribers  or  holders  of  certificates  of  this  subscription  shall 
be  entitled,  at  any  time,  to  register  canal  bonds  and  scrip  held  by  them  to 
the  extent  of  eight  times  the  amount  of  such  subscription,  and  upon  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  remaining  nineteen  and  a  half  per  cent,  required  by  the  said 
Act,  and  that  such  bonds  and  scrip  shall  have  such  priority  in  the  payment 
of  principal  and  interest  as  is  by  the  Act  provided  for  registered  canal 
bonds  and  scrip. 

That  certificates,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  issued  to  the  said  bond- holders  and  other 
persons  as  aforesaid,  for  the  sums  by  them  respectively  to  be  advanced  as 
aforesaid.  And  the  Governor  of  the  State  shall,  in  the  contract  to  be  en¬ 
tered  into,  release  all  conditions  contained  in  the  Act  for  forfeiting  the 
sums  advanced,  or  determining  the  trust  before  the  full  payment  of  the  said 
advances  and  interest.  And  it  shall  be  provided  that  no  subscriber  shall 
be  responsible  for,  nor  shall  his  securities  or  the  priorities  thereof  be  af¬ 
fected  or  prejudiced  by  the  acts  or  defaults  of  any  other  subscriber.  And 
further,  that  in  case  of  difference  between  the  trustees,  as  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  money  subscribed  towards  completing  the  canal  and  works,  or 
as  to  any  other  matters  entrusted  to  them,  the  decision  of  the  majority 
shall  be  conclusive  on  the  board  of  trustees. 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  engage  to  urge  upon  the 
Legislature,  at  their  next  session,  to  make  provision  out  of  the  resources 
of  the  State,  and  if  need  be  by  taxation,  for  the  payment  of  future  in¬ 
terest  on  its  nublic  debt,  including  the  canal  bonds;  And  further  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  issuing  debentures  of  the  State,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  dividends  now  in  arrears,  and  such  part  of 
the  future  dividends  as  shall  not  be  provided  for  as  aforesaid. 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  general  principles  of  the  above  recited  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
this  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  day  of  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  between 
Thomas  Ford,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
said  State,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  undersigned  subscribers,  being  the 
holders  of  canal- bonds  and  scrip,  and  other  persons  as  aforesaid,  of  the  se¬ 
cond  part,  witnesseth,  that  it  is  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

The  undersigned  subscribers,  being  the  holders  of  canal  bonds,  and 
other  evidences  of  indebtedness,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
and  other  persons,  as  aforesaid,  do,  severally,  each  for  himself,  covenant 
and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  to  advance  and  pay 
over  to  Trustees,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  Act,  for  the 
use  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  be  applied  in  constructing  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal,  the  respective  sums  of  money  which  is  written  op¬ 
posite  to  their  respective  names,  as  subscribed  to  this  agreement.  Pro-* 
vided,  however,  that  no  subscriber  shall  be  responsible  for,  nor  shall  his 
securities,  or  the  priorities  thereof,  be  affected  or  prejudiced  by  the  acts 
or  defaults  of  any  other  subscriber.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly  under¬ 
stood,  that  all  the  covenants  and  agreements  herein  contained,  on  the 
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part  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  each  subscriber  shall  be  consider¬ 
ed  as  agreeing  and  covenanting  severally,  or  for  himself  only,  anything 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  this 
instrument  shall  not  be  considered  to  be  in  force  as  an  agreement,  until 
such  sums  shall  be  subscribed  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  as  will  amount  to 
$400,000.  And  when  the  subscriptions  to  this  agreement  shall  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $400,000  or  more,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  in  full  force, 
as  a  contract  between  the  said  parties.  The  said  sum  of  $400,000  or  more, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  said  subscribers,  as  the  same  may  be  demanded  by  the 
board  of  Trustees,  as  provided  for  in  the  above  recited  Act.  And  any  of 
the  said  subscribers  may  thereafter,  at  any  time,  register  canal 
bonds  or  scrip,  held  by  them,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  above  reci¬ 
ted  Act,  to  the  extent  of  eight  times  the  amount  of  moneys  subscribed, 
upon  the  payment  of  such  an  additional  per  centum  on  the  amount  of 
their  respective  bonds  and  scrip,  registered  or  to  be  registered  as  afore¬ 
said,  as  will  be  in  just  proportion  to  the  amount  of  bonds  or  scrip  so  register¬ 
ed  and  the  amount  of  bonds  or  scrip  allowed  to  be  registered  by  other  sub¬ 
scribers,  so  that  each  subscriber  may  be  called  on  for  his  due  proportion  of 
the  said  sum  of  $1,600,000,  and  also  so  that  each  subscriber  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  register  any  amount  of  canal  bonds  and  scrip,  in  proportion  to  the 
sum  by  him  contributed  compared  with  others  of  the  said  sum  of  $1,600,- 
000. 


But  it  is  expressly  understood,  that  no  subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to 
claim  priority  of  payment  upon  their  canal  bonds  or  scrip,  until  they 
have  paid  the  additional  per  centum  thus  required. 

It  is  also  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  if  any  of  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  after  a  call  by  the  board 
of  Trustees,  to  pay  the  additional  per  centum,  as  above  specified,  so  as  to 
complete  the  said  sum  of  $1,600,000,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  may  be 
called  for  at  any  time,  the  Governor  of  the  State  shall  have  power  to  so¬ 
licit  and  receive  new  subscriptions,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act,  or  other¬ 
wise,  in  lieu  of  such  defaulting  subscribers,  so  as  to  constitute  a  sum  not 
exceeding,  in  the  whole,  $1,600,000.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
board  of  Trustees  to  make  a  call  upon  the  said  subscribers,  for  some  por¬ 
tion  of  the  additional  per  centum  aforesaid,  or  before  the  first  day  ofMay, 
in  she  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five.  And 
such  of  the  said  subscribers  as  may  advance  their  portions  thus  called  for, 
shall  be  bound  to  pay  the  residue  of  their  respective  portions,  or  parts  of 
the  said  additional  per  centum,  when  called  for  by  the  said  board  of  Trus¬ 
tees.  In  like  manner,  if  any  of  the  said  subscribers  shall  make  default  in 
paying  their  respective  advances,  first  to  be  made  when  called  for  by  the 
Trustees,  the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  solicit  and  receive  additional 
subscriptions  in  lieu  of  such  defaulting  subscribers.  Also,  in  the  two  last 
cases,  power  is  hereby  reserved  to  the  General  Assembly,  when  in  session, 
to  provide  by  law  such  other  ways  and  means  to  raise  such  additional 
sums  of  money  as  that  the  whole,  including  previous  payments,  under  this 
agreement,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $1,600,000.  Provided  that  the 
legislature  shall  do  nothing  incompatible  with  the  rights  secured  to  the 
subscribers  by  this  contract. 

After  the  sum  of  $400,000,  or  a  greater  sum  shall  be  subscribed  for,  as 
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aforesaid,  there  shall  be  appointed  three  discreet  persons,  to  constitute  a 
board  to  be  known  by  the  style  and  description  of  the  board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  who  shall  be  appointed  and  elected  by 
the  persons  and  officers,  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time  and  place,  and 
shall  hold  their  offices,  and  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  as  is  prescribed  in 
the  above  recited  Act. 

The  said  board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  when 
duly  appointed,  and  elected  according  to  law  and  this  agreement,  shall  be 
governed  in  all  respects  by  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  Act,  and 
the  acts  and  laws  referred  to  in  the  above  recited  Act,  except  as  modi- 
ified  by  this  agreement. 

It  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties  of  the  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  part,  that  upon  payment  of  each  sum  to  be  advanced  by  any  subscri¬ 
ber,  necessary  to  make  up  the  $1,600,000,  and  being  part  thereof,  certi¬ 
ficates  shall  be  issued  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  for  in  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  above  recited  Act,  and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  the  sums  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  subscribers  hereto,  necessary  to  constitute  the  sum  of  $400,- 
000,  or  upwards,  to  be  paid  in  and  during  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  shall  rank,y?m  passu,  with  any 
other  sums  to  be  contributed  towards  the  completion  of  the  canal,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  above  recited  act  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  constitute  part  of  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $1,600,000  which  shall  have  precedence  over,  and 
shall  be  paid,  together  with  interest  thereon,  before  any  other  claims  now 
existing,  or  hereafter  to  be  created  upon  the  said  canal  and  canal  lands, 
and  the  tolls  and  profits  thereof. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Il¬ 
linois,  does  release,  and  by  these  presents  has  released  all  the  conditions 
contained  in  the  above  recited  act,  forfeiting  the  sums  advanced,  or  for 
determining  the  trust,  before  the  full  payment  of  the  sums  advanced  by  the 
subscribers  or  any  of  them,  together  with  the  interest  thereon.  And  the 
trust  to  be  created,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  recited  act,  shall  continue 
and  be  in  full  force,  until  all  moneys  to  be  advanced  for  the  completion  of 
the  canal,  not  exceeding  $1,600,000,  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied, 
with  interest;  and  until  the  payments  and  trusts  mentioned  and  set  forth 
in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  shall  be  fully  made  and 
fulfilled,  as  therein  provided  anything  in  the  above  recited  act  to  the 
contrary  nothwithstanding. 

It  is  also  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  all  moneys  which  are  to 
be  advanced  by  the  said  subscribers  by  virtue  of  this  agreement,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  subscribers  respectively  to  the  board  of  Trustees  herein  before 
provided  for,  at  such  terms  and  in  such  proportions  as  the  said  Trustees 
shall  direct.  The  said  Trustees  shall  be  required  to  give  thirty  days’  no¬ 
tice  in  some  newspaper  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  thirty  days’  notice  in 
some  commercial  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the 
subscribers,  of  the  times  when  such  payments  will  be  required. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  between  the  said  parties,  that  the  said  sums  of 
money  to  be  advanced  by  the  subscribers  aforesaid,  shall  be  due  and 
payable  to  the  said  subscribers  respectively,  within  six  years  from  the 
times  of  their  respective  advances.  And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
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hereby  solemnly  pledges  the  said  canal,  canal  lands,  and  all  other  property, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed,  pertaining  to  the  said  canal,  as  enumerated 
and  described  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  said  advances,  with  interest  thereon,  together  with  such  oth¬ 
er  sums  as  may  be  contributed  to  the  completion  of  the  canal,  not  inclu¬ 
ding  in  the  whole,  including  previous  payments,  the  sum  of  §1,600,000. 
But  it  is  expressly  understood,  that  no  sale  of  the  canal  lands  or  other 
property  hereby  pledged  shall  be  made,  either  by  the  said  board  of  Trus¬ 
tees,  or  by  virtue  of  the  decree  or  judgment  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity, 
until  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  the  completion  of  the  said  ca¬ 
nal,  and  that  then  the  sales  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of 
the  above  recited  act,  unless  a  different  mode  of  sale  should  be  adopted 
by  consent  of  the  said  board  of  Trustees,  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  giving  greater  effect  to  the  pledge  of  the  canal, 
the  canal  lands,  and  other  property,  as  aforesaid,  as  a  security  to  the  said 
subscribers,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hath  executed  under  his  hand  and 
the  great  seal  of  State,  a  deed  of  trust,  bearing  even  date  herewith,  and 
to  be  considered  as  part  and  parcel  of  this  agreement,  by  which  deed  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part  has  conveyed  to  the  board  of  Trustees  aforesaid, 
and  to  their  successors  in  office,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  of 
the  Slate  of  Illinois  of,  in  and  to,  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  the 
lands  and  lofs  known  as  the  canal  lands  and  lots,  the  bed  of  the  said  canal, 
the  land  over  which  the  same  passes,  including  its  banks,  margins,  tow- 
paths,  feeders,  basins,  right  of  way,  locks,  dams,  water-power,  structures, 
stone  excavated,  and  stone  and  materials  quarried,  purchased,  procured, 
or  collected,  for  its  construction,  and  also  all  lands  and  lots  which  may 
hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or  donated,  by  the  General  Government  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  said  canal;  and  also 
all  buildings  and  erections  belonging  to  the  State  situate  on  the  canal 
lands  or  lots;  in  trust,  however,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  above 
recited  act,  as  modified  by  this  agreement. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  does  hereby  further  covenant  and  agree 
to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  that  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  will  urge  upon  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State  at  their 
next  session,  to  make  provision  out  of  the  resources  of  the  State,  and,  if 
need  be,  by  taxation,  for  payment  of  future  interest  on  its  public  debt,  in¬ 
cluding  canal  bonds,  to  such  extent  as  the  means  of  the  State  will  enable 
it,  and  to  issue  debentures  of  the  State  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  an¬ 
num  for  the  dividends  now  in  arrear,  and  such  part  of  the  future  dividends 
as  shall  not  be  provided  for  as  aforesaid. 

It  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  in  case  of  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  aforesaid  Trustees,  as  to  the  application  of  the  money 
subscribed  towards  completing  the  canal  and  works,  or  as  to  any  other 
matters  entrusted  to  them  the  decision  of  the  majority  shall  be  conclu¬ 
sive  on  the  board  in  the  same  manner  as  if  agreed  upon  by  them  unani¬ 
mously. 

It  is  further  agreed  by  the  said  parties,  that  any  and  all  the  stipulations 
in  this  agreement,  and  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  act,  may,  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  altered,  changed,  modified,  or  added  to,  by  consent 
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of  a  majority  of  the  said  board  of  Trustees,  and  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State. 

It  is  further  understood,  that  the  funds  to  be  advanced  by  the  said  sub¬ 
scribers  shall  be  paid  by  them  at  such  places  in  the  city  of  New  York  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  board  of  Trustees,  and  shall  consist  of 
gold  and  silver  coin,  or  such  other  funds  as  shall  be  at  par  therewith  at 
the  time  of  payment  in  the  city  of  New  York.  And.  in  like  manner,  it 
is  agreed,  that  in  reimbursing  the  said  subscribers,  the  moneys  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  by  them  under  this  agreement,  and  interest  thereon,  the  pay¬ 
ments  shall  be  made  at  such  place  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  shall  be 
designated  by  the  board  of  Trustees,  and  in  such  funds  as  shall  be  at  par 
with  gold  and  silver  coin  in  the  said  city  at  the  time  of  payment. 


GOVERNOR  FORD’S  DRAFT  OF  A  TRUST-DEED. 

This  Indenture,  made  and  entered  into  this  day  of  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  by  and  be¬ 
tween  Thomas  Ford,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  acting  on  behalf  of 
the  said  State,  of  the  first  part,  and  being  the 

board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  of  the  second  part, 
witnesseth,  that  in  consideration  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assemblv  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  entitled,  ‘‘An  act  to  provide  for  the  completion  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  canal  debt, 
approved,  February  21,  1843;”  and,  in  consideration  of  an  agreement  or 
contract  in  writing,  bearing  even  date  herewith,  between  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part,  and  certain  holders  of  Illinois  canal  bonds  and  scrip,  and 
other  persons,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  alien,  demise,  and  release,  and 
by  these  presents  hath  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  aliened,  released, 
demised,  and  unto  the  said  being 

the  board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  and  to  their 
successors  in  office,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  of,  in,  and  to,  the  bed  of  the  said  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
the  canal  itself,  and  all  the  land  over  which  the  same  passes,  including  its 
banks,  margins,  tow-paths,  feeders,  basins,  right  of  way,  locks,  dams,  water 
power,  structures,  stone  excavated,  and  stone  and  materials  quarried, 
purchased,  procured,  or  collected,  for  its  construction,  and  all  the  pro¬ 
perty,  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the  State  of  Illinois  of,  in,  and  to  the 
said  canal,  with  all  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto  be¬ 
longing,  or  in  anywise  appertaining;  and  also  all  the  remaining  lands  and 
lots  belonging  to  the  canal  fund,  commonly  known  and  designated  as  the 
canal  lands  and  lots;  or  which  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or  dona¬ 
ted,  by  the  General  Government  to  the  State,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  said  canal;  and  the  buildings  and  erections  belonging  to  the  State, 
thereon  situated.  The  said  board  of  Trustees  and  their  successors  in 
office,  to  have,  hold,  possess,  and  enjoy  the  same,  as  fully  and  as  absolutely, 
in  all  respects,  as  the  State  of  Illinois  now  can  or  hereafter  could  do,  for 
the  uses  and  purposes,  and  trusts  hereinafter  mentioned.  But  it  is  to  be 
understood,  that  all  canal  lots  and  lands  heretofore  sold  by  the  board  of 
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Commissioners,  upon  which  moneys  are  now  due,  or  may  hereafter  be¬ 
come  due,  whether  the  said  lands  or  lots  be  now  forfeited  or  relinquished 
or  hereafter  become  forfeited  or  relinquished,  shall  not  be  included  in  this 
grant. 

And  it  is  hereby  expressly  understood  and  provided,  that  all  the  estate 
and  property  granted  and  conveyed  by  this  indenture  to  the  said  board 
of  trustees,  shall  be  held,  possessed,  and  enjoyed  by  them,  and  their  succes¬ 
sors  in  office,  for  the  uses,  purposes  and  trusts  following,  to-wit:  The  said 
board  of  trustees  shall  take  possession  of  the  said  canal,  the  canal  lands 
and  lots,  and  other  property  herein  granted  to  them,  and  proceed  to 
complete  the  canal. 

After  the  completion  of  the  said  canal  the  said  board  of  trustees,  and 
their  successors  in  office,  shall  make  annual  dividends  of  the  moneys  which 
come  to  their  hands  from  the  said  canal,  its  assets,  tolls,  revenues  and 
lands,  and  lots  granted  to  the  said  board  of  trustees  by  these  presents, 
after  the  payment  of  incidental  expenses  in  the  following  order: 

First.  The  said  board  of  trustees  shall  make  annually  a  pro  rata  dividend 
of  the  moneys  so  arising  or  coming  to  their  hands,  in  payment  of  the  sums 
to  be  advanced  by  the  subscribers  to  the  aforesaid  agreement  or  contract, 
together  with  such  other  sums  as  may  be  contributed  towards  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  canal,  so  as  to  constitute  part  and  parcel  of  a  sum,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  §1,600,000,  until  the  said  sums,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied. 

Second .  The  said  trustees  shall  then  make  annual  dividends  and  pay¬ 
ments,  prorata ,  of  said  moneys  so  arising  and  coming  to  their  hands,  upon 
the  interest  due  upon  the  bonds  and  other  evidences  of  indebtedness,  held 
by  the  aforesaid  subscribers  or  other  persons,  who  shall  contribute  money, 
as  aforesaid,  to  complete  the  canal;  the  said  bonds  or  other  evidences  of 
indebtedness  having  been  registered  as  required  by  law,  and  the  terms  of 
the  contract  or  agreement  aforesaid,  until  the  interest  thereon  shall  be 
fully  paid. 

Third.  The  said  trustees  shall  then  make  annual  dividends  and  pay¬ 
ments  of  said  moneys  upon  the  interest  due  to  non-subscribing  holders  of 
canal  bonds,  or  other  evidences  of  canal  indebtedness. 

Fourth .  After  paying  all  interest  due  to  such  non-subscribing  bond-hol¬ 
ders,  the  said  trustees  shall  make  annual  dividends  upon  the  principal  of 
the  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  canal  indebtedness,  held  by  the  sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  aforesaid  contract,  or  by  other  persons  who  shall 
contribute  any  part  of  the  sum  of  $1,600,000,  necessary  to  complete  the 
canal  until  the  same  shall  be  fully  paid;  the  said  bonds,  or  other  evidences 
of  indebtedness  having  been  registered  as  is  required  bylaw,  and  the  stipu¬ 
lations  of  the  agreement  or  contract  before  referred  to.  And  upon  full 
payment  of  the  last-mentioned  bonds,  and  other  evidences  of  indebted¬ 
ness,  the  trust  hereby  created  shall  cease,  and  the  canal  shall  revert  to 
the  State  with  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging. 

And  it  is  further  understood  and  provided,  the  said  trust  shall  wholly 
cease,  and  the  property  hereby  granted,  remaining  unsold,  shall  revert  to 
the  State,  at  any  time  when  the  State  of  Illinois  will  repay  the  said  sev¬ 
eral  sums  of  money  and  interest  as  aforesaid. 

The  said  trustees  are  to  have  power  to  sell  and  convey  the  said-  canal 
and  lots,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
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General  Assembly;  and  provided  that  they  shall  not  sell  any  of  the  said 
canal  lands  or  lots  until  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  canal;  and  provided,  also,  that  they  shall  have  no  power 
to  sell  or  lease  the  said  canal. ' 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  party,  of  the  first  part,  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  affixed.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  day  and  year  herein 
first  written. 

By  the  Governor, 

H.  F. 

J.  C.,  Secretary  of  State. 


REPORT  of  the  situation  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the  North  Eastern 
District  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  subject  to  sale  at  the  United  States'  Land 
Office ,  Chicago ,  lying  east  of  the  3 d  principal  meridian ,  and  north  of 
Township  30,  viz ; 


- .  -  -  ■  ...  

Particular  items. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Aggregate  of  lands  unappropriated  and  subject 

831,572 

to  sale  at  Chicago,  June  30,  1840, 

Same,  on -31st  December,  1843, 

1,349,016 

2,180,588 

Amount  sold  between. 

June  30,  and  Dec.  31,  1840,  - 

88,638 

31  Dec.  1840,  and  31  Dec.  1841, 

135,962 

3!  Dec.  1841,  and  31  Dec.  1842, 

190,553 

225,396 

31  Dec.  1842,  and  31  Dec.  1843,  ,  - 

640,549 

1,540,039 

Deduct  selections  made  by  the  State,  under  the 

Act  of  Sept.  4th,  1841, 

' 

76,900 

1,463,139 

f  Han  reservations  and  other  lands,  reverted  to 
the  United  States,  which  will  hereafter  be- 

come  subject  to  entry,  - 

— 

8,400 

Aggregate  unsold,  - 

1  \  nj  1  1  ■"  - *  ~r".' — - - : —  - 

~ 

1,471,539 

JOHN  H.  KINZIE,  Register . 

Land  Office ,  Chicago,  Illinois  J 

December  28,  1843.  \ 
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ABSTRACT  of  monthly  sales  and  the  number  of  entries  made  at  the  Land 
Office  at  Chicago,  commencing  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  ending  .  e  •>  « 
of  December ,  1843,  inclusive ,  ruz  * 


Month. 


1843.  January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 

May, 
f  June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

'December, 


Entries. 

1 

No.  Acres. 

- 

*  284 

31,187 

750 

73,683 

83 

4,470 

m. 

45 

2,979 

70 

4,194 

262 

16,082 

*M  «» 

259 

15,882 

_ 

178 

11,501 

% 

*  255 

14,151 

u» 

331 

20,384 

228 

14,883 

(Estimated) 

250 

16,000 

2,959 

225,396  j 

I 

Amount. 


$38,984 


9KI0S 

c>,SSi 


3,724 


5,24S 


20,10 


19,85* 


14,37” 
18,455 
25,48 
18, 60s 
20,00 


52,51 


JOHN  H.  KINZIE,  Register * 


Land  Office,  Chicago,  Illinois,} 
December  28,  1843.  ^ 
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E  R  R  A  T  A  . 


I 

Hie  foil  vin»-  errors  occurred  in  the  Report  of  Gov.  Davis  and  Capt.  Swift.  They, 
'-e  detected  by  Gov.  Davis  in  the  London  edition  of  the  Report,  which  edition,  with 
errors,  was  handed  tousto  print  bythe  Legislature,  in  the  present  volume.  Gov.  Davis 
toted  these  errors  since  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature;but  they  were  transmitted  to 
bv  him  too  late  for  correction  in  the  Report  itself.  The  most  of  them  were  corrected 
ithe  sagacity  of  our  proof  reader,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  their  incorrectness.  The, 

'ers  we  note  as  follows.  WALTERS  WEBER,  Public  Printers. 


>age  3,  (315)  line  29,  instead  of  “which  is  the  vast  valley,”  Ac.  read  “which  is  in  the  vast 

>a“e  5Pa(fir“line9 isl’inttifof  “whictlas  beta  dote™Amread  “which  had  been  done.” 
Pa|e  8,  4o)  l"ne  6,  instead  of  “a  loss  equal  to  $1,532,042  13,”  read  “a  loss  equal  to 

Pa-9  (In  line  3  from  foot,  instead  of  “guided  thereby,”  Ac.  read  “guided,  then,  by.” 

Pa-  11  1-3231  line  34  instead  of  “classed  in  three,”  &c.  read  classed  mto  three  ” 

p!|e  12,  (lit)  line  55’  instead  of  “as  mild  and  picturesque,”  Ac.  read  “as  mid  and  pic- 


of 


Spe/^Cline42  instead  of  “which  as  black  ”  &c.  read  "which  is  o/ten  as  black. 
Sam^^^e^l^t  lkie^insbiad0  of  “will  make  him  the  owner,”  Ac.  read  “may  soon 

Pa—8 13^(325)  line  27,  instead  of  “portion  of  the  frosty  season,”  Ac.  read  “portion 

p£S%,“(327)  Hue' %  ’instead  of  “That  the  pauses,”  Ac.  read  “That  as  the  causes.” 
Pa^e  22  (334)  first  line,  instead  ot  “stated  the  facts,”  See.  read  fact. 

Pdd-p  ( 338s)  line  16,  instead  of  “laden,”  read  “ lading . 

Same  page,  line  36,  instead  of  “went  on  the  steamer,”  read  “went  mi  hoard ,  &c. 

Paa-e  27  (339)  line  4,  instead  ot  “airy  season,”  read  '‘dry  season. 

Same  page,  line  28,  instead  of  “Mr.  Howes,”  read  “Mr  Hawes. .  „  Tead  «they 

Page  30,  (342)  line  lfy  instead  of  “they  have  made  much  dependence,  } 

&moUp^e,Kne  26,  instead  of  “we  have  been  some  time  at  a  loss  ”  Ac.,  read  “we  have 

's°me  page  J  me  40,  instead  of  “it  has  seemed,”  qc,  read  “it  seemed.” 

33 ’ /345a  lf"ee  f’  instead  ol  SeXinfd ?. Ac.,  read  “could  no!  be  obtained  ” 
t\:  me  ^34,^(346)  line  11,  instead  of  “worthless,  we  are,”  &c  ”  read  “worthless  but  we  are. 
—  me  page,  line  32  i^d-pad  of  “'tribune,”  read  “ tribunal . 


°:e  35, 


(347) 


instead  of  “'tribune,”  read  “ tribunal.’ 

16,  instead  of  “consisted,  read  “ consistent .” 

*  4k. 
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